A ‘ ! “Full of humor and heart.”
RAINBOW ROWELL. w. : AR

NOELLE STEVENSON




what! whe ere you?
How did you aet g
in here? <

Il don't Know,
Somcﬁb\'ms About

htlpnnj Jouv im«ge’

Why Would he
send some Kid

4o \oe m
sidekjek?

\jov fo
o\r)]o("\\ te
| fodays




Nou're palister Blackheart,

'“1(' blﬁ‘}

supe Fvillainy!

eSt NaMme n

| Con't lhave some
Kid fOlluw.'V\S we
avound all day

need o Si&ekicK)

on!

0h come

ol yeah ‘
1o mu\faw‘\ f;-ur:,\s‘):

7 Sha \aes\niH el /

well

Yot wovld b€

\ Suppose

can see oW

us e ful

Cine, Yovre hived.
_\Neicovne aboavd.




SN B
CHAPTER 2

Are these them?
con |

/- .
Aw yeak! Let's
make Sovne
evil plow\s!

S'op it Here's what
Give wme that. we'll do.

\—/\

Yot

y
First, weil at+tack the Gy with ] : o unte ouf(( -
ERckcRm: vaodifsed dfc\gons. The kmj e Au«‘”"“
9 ki will be vanse™ T o W 5@
Cﬂ’lewa;nj +Lg 4ne Yoy 3 o
A Po‘vq&e §

-\«"‘;‘\F Jch\uﬂ'own‘

1e g
Oovur "‘yms 'Eff% [
win ‘SWDQP down / => 5 = )?‘ L
" Kidnap him_ | . ‘_\_‘5 abew: i
N Y iy ofF with
+he King,
) Ae\una&.rg the
tower l;e\'\-na
vé for tmphasis.

7

Hmm, not bo\A However, | do
Nice touchw with the hove o few

explosion. Su§gestions,




N —
we could de with N\ we'll murdef the Kms

some wiore "j“"”"" ) in frent of everyane.
chaos. I'm falking y Then you Lrown yavyrs
fire evirywhere. ; the new King.

A ml

'fClKe hima ©
e even K ows

Ilﬂ(ﬂ Sir (,O\A(.'J\lbih\
cure ¥o try omd stop

us, I'n A\sguise myself é
an
1o Se*' 105 teo him
ut e fort

s Whatk "«

et &N
V“F’Y"‘J‘ﬂﬁ‘_’)'/k'i’_j
¥

— e ‘
£ &
/\ T \
Il".-' ’ ,{ )
o
\\Vv_.

Nao. That s t Theres no Profit in

; A : .
h ; ﬂSSdK\nc\hOn Qr
Sl S pointless vialentce.

Thtre are rules,

Nimov\o\.

|sn't +hat the whale
peint. of bying
villain, 4hat You don'+
Eollowy  +Hhe rujee?

\N‘r\d\‘\’ 60 \ou
there rujes?
why ool Jd YRR

Follow he rujes?

MEPAW

ove

Nb- IF U\V\\.IQV]Q'_;

3oin3 Yo Kill him...

can | ot [|east Kill
Goldenlom? The one 4y
Wwhe keeps VUining

all ysuv plang?




we weyve fritnds, once. GG ke r il e
: Sie
Hewoes in +r |V\|n3. promisiig L

| nstitute had ever scen,

We'd nNevey Loeen PinJ
03mv\5f each gther before.

| Knocked Wim
cleann off bhis
haorse.

Amb rogius

hates to
lase.




- No gne could
Prave oﬂnerwnse

Turns ovt that
the Institute had
ho use fovr o

powne- avmed hevo,
| ook the anly
other viabje
OFrIOV\_

Are you KlAc\ir\3?
\'O\J 5ut‘ "‘AQ boo+
for hig -Sl"iH“'

//«* ’

s not Gbout
\Mmhi\’\j- Its about
Pra\l'-‘nﬂ o paiv\+.

And now they've gt ‘

ou lecked wio &
Systenmn where you

con't Win! Doesn't
fhat wake qou mad?

As said
NiManao, | 3°

[F it maxes vaJ feel

better, | {hink YoU©
ArpA IS pretty Conl.

oy on\'+ need Yo
P(ovt ~ Poi"\. Yovu
need 4o destrey
tlhhevn.

the rules.
T‘Aedr vules.

|V\€




C\‘QMQ/}?

CHAPTER 3

Nou know | Could've
infildrated this place
by myself i likke
ten Seconds, r.g'd’?

I'm nhot sending you ovl : _
by yourself own 3\,0\)( Tirst Dont “Fouch aﬂ\[jhhx

heist. Consider Hhis on
TEIE BN, SubStances.

which ovne of these

en e ‘\'\".‘(‘(jg do
2

T"‘\fSE Are Ver\-, VOIO\*—“&

e

\1‘:\, nee) 0\130\'\“

HALT, YoU VILLAINS!
UNHAND THAT SCUENCE!




Goldeniomn! | Why &re you skl
Should'u kinewn

: ' SUrprdSEJ afFter ay)
youd sk ow ‘JF. .i\hl.s v

| See \'O\J nhave & AmbrOSlUS, +LHS 'S m‘,

Well she's Certainng---
o s Hau: o Ntw Std‘l'ﬂ(k‘ Nimona.

: unky .
nice For you, : < SP y
Ballister TEAW AnD
\'QV'RE Gol NG
Down
G-oLbENLOIN! Oh yeth 11| sho

you Spunky,
Fqnc\f MQV\




Halt! You! How I Wave this under
did you get 10 Control, gentlemen.







OH No YA DONT/

He't raise the
alarmn Boss!

He raised e alavm
5055!

il A T e

NiMaN AL

ATTENTIO N! [NTRUDERS

Wao G-P

wobP

WoaPp




\Noolo

\NOQP

\NOOP woop \NOQF Squires are always mMore
trovele than thty're
worth, aren't they?

Hol\d wp there, Nl
We've 3&4’ to F‘Ej\,\{- because
that's My Job!

')

|
/Z
.







Come on' There's an

exit not Far
From here!

wWhat mokes yoau
think turtles can
Sdrvive MasSs; Ve
exp|05i0f‘5?

Wwait! N;l‘hoﬂO\
15 shil] wn there!

Theres no
time To g
bQCK fo(' V\Cf.’

FA\VE... FOUR...THREE .. Twao...

she'll be Fine!
I'm syre she‘ll
turn Info o
turtle of




Nou Swovulgd q0. There
Wwill be move ‘juﬂrds
here any minuvle.




SiSS Le\-(‘J(A To be

the Werk of renowned

supervillain Ballister BlatkWheart.
The number of casyalbies A
has hat k{cf betn confirmea:

some heist \ </\
You pulled ‘ seemms.
today Unc\hara (Fearistic

OF \1&\4.

Blackheart,

” d|5.\‘f

L 90 a((ord",\g

To plan.

HERSER TR

Your sidekicK? she Then 't Was your
] f
didn't make it ovt. people Whe set of
L e the self- destrvct!
We wmwaje \
of twhat.

INCOMING CALL

(« M)

cHIEF OFFiceR

lnstitution oF
Low Enforcement & Herojcs

\Jov don'
Say.
1 Have *‘\Q\,

YO\N\A Ou/\\1
Survivors Yet?

She

Just & kid

Wwas

None of ey
(on((’rn_

/




what Kind of ptrson

blows up a building to
kil one kid? you're

A T

N

Hey Boss' fow
N ADGV\%?




At the
'n\’,{.\rU*'of\ ‘
head q_ueﬂ*ers-'

va\“"
m here.

They
know |

Can | brlﬁj all
these TOP SE(RET
f"l"“’]’, ‘ F(\\J“\a?_

Hey! \"J\J re not
-lkjtb\ov‘.';f,cé to
be n here!

Get back

here , Now

Q’(\a (\0{\' 1—
EVER do that

No NIMapnA
Wil you S‘l)ri
doiny thal !

END OF

CHAPTER
. THReEE




CHAPTER 4




I'M HOME !




You completely
disre 30\(&Cé my

arders!

YOU  almoest

Mou Weat ™ _ '
aqalnst the plan 2 \ °f E Killed!
omd Mmade o MeSs jou @almosg —5"

oF 'H»-'vxgs! got yourself §

K\“QA! A\
-~ 3 \ (o
: |

No offense, Lyt Your
Plan was just gonina
end with s gerting

arrested. | like mine

People died in that
€Xplesion! Did you €ven
think abaout +that?

we're Villains!
Nillains Kill PQoPle
Sometimes!

Killmtb <0\ves
ntﬂ\mu\o’, Nipona.

Sa | JOV\'-} Ei_n
PEOP'Q JUS*‘.
be cause theyre

in My Waj-

It's vvlgowr,

its messy - 1F You're 3oing
Te Kill semeone,
You'd better be Sure,
you'd betier be
prepMed o accept

responsi bility-




Neah, Lot -Hne\’ worked The SQLU(”Y quards

for twe lnskiratian. You kinows, ‘ g _ o
the same pecple that didn fuin my life!
rvined \our life?

Nol G,'S’,!,dwloi“
did. And you won't
even gill him!

No one's SON\‘\
take you seriously iF
You're too afraid to

Kill anyone.

Now you've
qot their

attention!

Everyove’s
WQ\?IV\S fo see
what you'll

do next!

\f you're 9oing to Fine, but you wneed
stay, yov need to ta  actyally give
lhisten to wne. mMe something

To do.

Whos the villain,
and wWhe's the
sidekick here?




|
Fair enous\n. we need
t+o (eo‘:uaie we heet\

to work as a team.

(A T 3
Vil A% Al Da':.?l?-;s;ﬁ\*m

Se dc | S‘t‘ to
help yov 1oy ovY 4we
next el plon?

some pretty quick thinking

will admit that +that was

there on Yyour P'-N’L

Yes, iF you Premise
1o show a little
more vestraint.

\\

o,

e
>




Jou're feo«“\-'
a00d oF thal.

l

I've heard oF awnima)
shapesiaiFierS and Face-
Chw(\strsl but hu\\\ln‘\
ke this.

aw men, de | HAVE

to do the backstory

ﬂmnﬁ? It's Kind of
A  doWners.

What's Yeur
stery Nm'wo\\'?

'Course‘l bet
‘100 loye downwr
S'torics, don't qou.’

I+ all started
When | was
Six years old ...




I lWed with my parents in a tiny village. , But we were always 9cﬂmj attacked |
by the miders from the west.

You Knaoy, swper normal [NV R b';(‘.nj SYuff. 4

| wanied te f..)hi tuem,
but | was owniy siX, Gund
thore wasn't o lot | Couly Ao_

They'd come without Warning

P'”“SH’\5 and burmnﬂ evbf\{t\n.nﬂ.

Then one day | was 30&\,\&,—‘,,3
berries 1n the woods whon | came

across o hole in the 9reund. d there?
swn {




Alas, | am o poor

old wWomanm who
Was Fallen dowwn
into this hale.

k2 You l’\tl mMe
OU". I wil| give
Jov a ™ agical

9iFt.

I Know! | wWifl fuen

YoV inte & {raqon. Then
\f°\/ Can Fl\l down and
Carry me out.

1t ) gt yeoV
out con yoo moke

me Strong C"‘°U‘*\A =
Yo Jefeod the THSS

=
from +he wes ¥

Reo\‘lx{." Turn the
Six-yeavr-old inte

A érA)on? That was
her dea?

Tust listen
To fhe Story,
Okay?




Am.lwok'-l. \t svunded liKe
o _9°bé idea at dhe time.

pbecome o fearssme 4,

so she cast the spell sund
eVerything wemy according to plom..

Sonr_

I carcicd the witch
+eo SG\FQJ"\{...

— N




| wes exCited to Show the Village my new But when | 9ot there they
dmgon's Shape, ond how strong | he become! weren'+ exactly glad {o see me, {

| had Y6 run awiay om} Find

The witch nhad f‘ofsol—{gn +o Sthow me how'

to change back, or even Yow 1o speak. a cove in the Woodds to hide in.

1 = [

e —

| spent the next Few weeks dtdewmpting to change bLack . |




well, 1'd c)uesseé that
muclhh Froma her brilliant

Plann of “"qet outof the
hole b\’ tu(ning +he Six-
year-old into o &fn)on."

| down't 3!" it. The

witch turned YoU mte a
dragon - Wiy Wore you able

1o become other animals?

T

OB

The src\\ uWas
S‘ifpeﬂ,, she
Waspn't o Vb(\,
good witeclh.

please shuot of
0baut “"“*7

y |

I ran home as Fast as
show my parents what |

| could +o

could do.

Fin&\\c1, | was able +o

fronsform back info myself

But+ when | got bock, { foynd that the

raiders had o\\l’t’o‘(\q Come. Everyone From my
village was dead, including my pirents,




What did Yoo do
aftter +hat?

.~?.«_"’.,

—

ah, Yyou Know |
just Kind oF
wandered.

3
A et ot

SEE

shelter wasn't o problem.

Thad's about
W ore O\llkf-




\100're r;jh{—'
that i a
downer

wg\\l I'm 5‘mA we're
past the “sob

steries"” Pwr{—'of'
ovr relationship-

T\‘iftl CV\M%( toe
mucl, to deliver
out  Lere.

C'mooon theres
NOTHING edible in
Mouyr E‘ri&je.

Thexe ofe SeMe
quattical) altere d
andhovies 1n the e




INSTITUT(ow
of LAW
ENFORCE

yes, Come in,
sir Goldenlein,

I've been expecting you.

‘100 Could explain
all this to me .

It wasn't Y Faulh | didn't think she'd T_‘_ : 2
Baillisters netw SideKicK be sucth a prokiem. _—-_/ Dm]
broke +he rujes. \ch she’s Onl\.[ o (L\}id, =
afFter all

Tell Me, how did a child
bri(\g aboJut the d(?*ru(ﬂav\ of
our Finest researcl Facility
rlth melt:(‘ Jour Very nose?




A well, you see, sShe

seems Yy haye some

meéasure of Shapc-

Shifting abilitics. a2 SHAPESHIFTER?!

Do you mean to tell me 1+ O,ﬂ\_‘! a
t+hat Ballister Blotkheart ke ene.
has a Shapeshifter in his
€Mmployment and you didnt
thinK +o mention it
Unt| r\(:,\)d'?

I+ doesn'd

matter lhow This 3.\{(‘% him an

Iittle o §S. o\\‘jvau\{o\(}e he d,t\n'*
have before.

he'll
r’rlj\lft ’{L\c\-\
ov} Soon

END oF
CHAPTER FOUR




SN P

CHAPTER S

But how does your
Shapeshitting \WoRK? It

doesn't Make any SensSe.

Ha, of
Covrse nof.

Don't do that!
+s weird!

DOI\"{’ do +Mﬂ+'
s weird!

Nou just occept )

and moye on?

“I'm Balljster Blackheart ang
I only beljeve in SCIENCE!"

Nimona, | sweaf, if you
don't 4urn back RIGHT Now —




”"\ llh\‘. "Iou'fc So
€asy 1o mess with.

Drat+ this
door

Noﬂ'\'mt), s ')US‘\’
very \,\;j\.\-seturitT.

Once the retina
sconm is Verified,
+Hae VvoiCe -
activotion
soffware go¢s
Online, ang -

| Can (ire You
ong time | want
Nou Kﬂuw.

l've got +o emter o
series of veqy precise
Cntry Codes, which 10
turn activate the

retina) scanners,

T N
&‘-A{g - 4’

A {_:_“',




see, that right there, You just
o lteved youl OwWin wWass,

Not Mjh - seCurity
Thats 1MPOsSIBLE.

e novgly fFor me!

Tey that
TQ g,uur c_lom’.'

This 1S Comin
out ofF your

paycheck.

Fine,, .SO iT.S . 7 W‘“. | (al\'f
magic. What CAN'T turn inte anything
You do? What

ir\o\r\iMq“’e‘

are the FU|(’S.7 for one.

Unless | want
to BE inanimale,
iF you catch
™Yy dr-rf

] (an turn into

Two, | can only turn Qr\\, person, real
info Creatures That
0r made -up, but

axch.mll\' exXist.
'fho\’f's hard er




T\'\(‘eq: V'™

Allerqic to

LAnC\V\:\g.

N mwatter what °
Form I'm in! | don't
Know what it js!

o

| qet really
bad hives.

Hives?
Not ret\H\,,

No, Yovr powers, wcq-,e
practically unlimiFed. would
gou let me run some tests?
1F we could harness it—

oeo
B

I'tn ﬂobo(\\{'_g
rat., Go+t it




Nimona?

Are L{QU OKou\ ?

I'mm pot 30|r\3 to
Fun any tests.
what's that?
Did... did

Some one else..?




TIME TOo SneocoP

THROUGH THE

INSTITUTIONS
STUFF!

Aw, these aren't
secret plans! \¥'s just
a bundh of gibperish!

The wouldan' ¥
be encoded Uniess
they Lad something

to Wide.

And You can
Crack 1t?

Let’s see what they
Consider "top secret
plans,” shay we?

“':1’ Q’Y\COAQA-

And thot's —




Nn"‘oﬂﬂ\'
Have yau S — o 10 il 2 it's been sid
cracked f \'&\ s - = Minuvtes,
ek

This is bOr'.nS. ;.7 D‘\Q‘L‘;‘_‘ill

These ‘“‘-N)S IWITAJUIIAD

take time. |

| stijl have T
no idea what |
this means.




Taderoot? The
Institutions
Using JA DERoOOT?

" what? WHAT s
; JADEROOTY

(s & very rare, VERY A : The Institybion

peisonovs plant, and it (=) outlawed it a

pretty much enly vsed long time ago.
in dark Sorcery.

It's ex‘frcmel\.’

Corrosive and

notorieusiy hard
to control.

And yet these
plans Suﬁﬁeﬂ‘ thal
1»\«(\1'\/3 samehnous 301’
o mraa amovunt of it

X -
H1-y B |
f ;’:‘.,_v;/ 3 }‘r._;'

And :]“’53‘“3 bs,
== the size of these T
£ Containers, thats q

LOT of jaderoot.

[ What are the
plans FOR?

' P
e

! -
| —
——
. S———
e—
e

trying to Formulate o
material that con Store
the jou:leroo’f's Poison |
without disselving. £



IF its so rare, then IF they're growing i+
where are they themselves, 1L.e., risk
getting it ayl? Contaminating fhe
enfire kin390m5 Cf°|>s.' -
: ; Crops,’ Nou're
Thats what I'm ! ( Worr;ed about
worried obout. the CROPS?

Not to Mmention whoteyer
they're Plunninj on DOING
. With all this jaderoat.

IF it Stafts
poisening tv!.\'\,m\e's
Food, then yes.

2 I | | 5o youre not crazy,
Good po 4 B e 3 huh? The Institution
AT . (14 : f(ﬂ\‘h, IS ve to no Sood.

“

[ ¢
e e
b B Xty U

it
M
Z ".‘* |

v

t..’._‘ <
© WG, e

A
No no crazy in a -o0D

- way! Evi] mad scijentist

77,;‘l [ e : N K.(\J of '“ﬂnns!

. yJou +‘\005|'\<|" |
. was crazy?




My point is, this . s 4[5 Yeah, and everyone
proves Yov're ﬁgh’r! - 4 else will too, when we
The Institution is e o Show them these.
*ofo\\\\i Crooked!
I+ not that easy.
The Institution win
dlsc(edit u-u,H,(.nS
| Say.

Even if we did get T hav
(Joes [N
i+ OU", ‘H\e\rd F\n& o Mot Do
way to fover it up:

plan ﬂ«ou&j\'\, right?

I¥'s starting to
Come together, yes.

OKO\\’, Then lets make
I promise. some troubtle For
Jou have to ' the Institution.
PRomMISE 1o SticK
to it this time.




Communitotions
to ChieF OFFicen

.. these documents
svggest that the
Institebion has been
hoarc\;nﬁ ‘Mje_
quantities of a
substance Known as

Turn on the
news, Chief.
Channel siX.

This had better
be impofhﬂ\“"l Rud‘1

SCANDAL !}
Q&\ \

.a rafe and

cxeou“ﬁ pe ison ous leﬁ-

CO"'\MOHH associate d

With darik m«a'\(. and

Whichh the Institution
itself has banned.




Shoyld we shut

it down?

IF we cut it oeg
now, they'tl know
We panijcked. We'd only lend it
credibility. Let it
(un i¥s covurse.

Get a Sft\lt\& fo the
station and apprehend
that anchorwonman as
Soon as jt+ goes Yo

commevrcial.

Calm yoursell, sir
Goldenloin. OF Course
it ispt true.

/| :

. . ‘
<-
— e ___ =y A
(REY LICUMENTS REVEAY i/ 4 ——
;

Its Blatkheart.




The
SHAPESHIFTER,
Goldenloin.

well, turn it ofF! Get
her out of there!

..Viewers are
advised To €xaming
all Food Producfs before
Consumption For an
Signs of jadercot
f‘O;SO"\:-"IS.

Coming vp next
awn &xposé on Sir
(roldenloin’s COdPl(L,Q!
whals he h‘.(\{mj

Under thece?

| was waiting

For Somd\n}n(j

liKe this to
happen.

we're scnéms

a squad oVer now.
Perhaps you'd like
To 90 |€ﬂ(& o »'\0\(\(\.?

Dues he reo\l\!
CprCf' US to believe
+hat his JUnk 1S
THAT {mprcssivq?




ON AIR

ROYAL G-UARD!
DoN'T mMoVE!

she could be a\n\f&u\nerg.
But she's not getting
awoy this time.

where is the
andhorwoman?

" she went
to Freshen

UP...

—




Oh no \ou
don't, \you
chetKy litHe...

come on, mMmen'
This way!




$
4

o

<
M
=

Oy

o
s
» =
+ 5
TAR
. o
+ o=
S <
N+
)

You CGUS‘!\"
the rat, sir?
sir? Because it looKs

like & ral painted p'mk to me.

L0 %
'

»V\,«
O
\,.\. \\l“&“h“
> a.,.r‘.
SIS
=) S
C X2 X
\J -ﬁ
e o (SO0

AN

Are you sSure abou t

that




ST B l
ST ol

Haha oh man,
ou should've seen
Goldenloin's Face!

These reports
are e_nﬁrelxi
False.

the work of the
infamous Ballister
BlacKheart...

It doesn't moatter

That was of\|\,
Phase one.

| Stopped L\i the
Institution on My
UUN1 back. .

Thc&,'rc
flipping out!

convince

>m0\\1\)c. They're

Very 3ooé ab Covering




This movie
is absurd.

It maKes no
logical sense any the
preduction Values are
appalling.

Are You really
scared of this?

O ‘_! )3
- IR PATNIR

You Con fake on o
whole Squadron of

guurcis by ‘jW(&lT‘,
and THIs is what

Scayes Yov.
|

understand

what’s so
scary abaovt '
Reanimating +he dead

zombi€s,
isn't l'u\ré, but ﬂ\e\, mokKe
TERRIBLE mMiniOns,

well maybe it they'd

been UNDEAD Guards,
i+ would have been

o different story!
Oh come on!

Tlnexf can't move
quickly and ﬂ\_e‘{ A P\ p\ I I I I [ That is NOT
Fal] fo pieces \n a I what intestines
look like!

otter of doays.
matter of days S?LQKTCH N\MRGH
Will you jusf GLOM P

watcl, the movie?!

N

M ARAY
o O

ket ') 2

o ANk,

W

24




well, that was
a WwWasSte of
two hovurs.

END of
CHAPTER FIVE




SN TP
CHAPTER 6

Heﬁ!
Tabitha!

How's
business,

Di63o§
Good to Ste

see the news

the other Am,?

was odd
T‘noujh.




Institution says
its oo hoax.
SayS its
Bloncklheart.

Aw, ﬂ\ev '
Always say its
B‘O\CK‘\GO\f{Z

Heq ladk‘!
Nou bu\‘lanj

or what?

ThiS one
have worm!

| bet ‘an\f Do
have J'qderoo{’.

These apples
are no Snoa_l

NQ GooD!

This one too lno\rA[
| break |ast tooth!




Hey, You're | DON'T PAY
PAYING Far that FOR HARD APPLE.

Aw, get ovlk of
here you Crazy

hum \"IUM hum




Its the next
phase of
our plon.

IF yov're
going to Come
in he,g'GLOVF_S
and (HOGGLES.

Goggles. (sloves.

Now are you
goin To tell me y
what you're Makingf

Yes! Phases! Evil
potions! This is what
I'm falk-n_g about!




I';mm manvfacturing a
superficial, non- Fatal
Foxic agent.

Rigln’r, right, a
Supecficial hon-
toxic WHAT DOES

THAT MEAN.

I+ won't Kill anyepe
but it doeS havé Some
pretry nasty efFects.

'So when @ rV\\.'S‘fe.riOUS
liness sStarts breaking
Whether or not p(oPIQ,

out withoyt any Clear
believe the repocts of Cavuse, well...

Jjaderoot poisening,

Thel{'r& st going to
harbor a Ceriain
oamount pF Svspicion. Peop|f are So;ns
fo be f’mH‘j ursct

They'l start ‘Nnmk'ma
that maybe those

repovts were trve, | Knew

oy
aftrer all.

had 1t in you!

Hel“ I've been a
villain For a LoT longer
than you have.




So lhows are \ou going
to get your SUPUFMA\
toxin out there?

Woah, that's old Scheol
villain right there. Ave jou
piSSQd \’ou'fe not 1he
Fairest of them all?

s a
classic.

We. shouldvw'+ need
te plomt +oo many =

Mmaybe o few Jozen.

Once a Feuwy
cases have
brokesn out —

-People's imaginations
will Start to take over.




f\PpICS
plonted, SIR!

For how

The toXinn 1S Time -
released. The effects wont
become apparent For at
least o Few weekKs. we have ¥o
make absolufely
Sure no Ove
fraces it back
o Us.

POSITIVELY! | FEEL
PosITIVELY ABOUT
ROBBING A BANK!

...hhow would ouv
Feel aboul robbing




_:'_IT—__—I'IIIFIIHIE'\\\\'\\\‘:

Imum-mumm-nuuumn_\m\\m-um\m

’F'[F‘“F\\R

D 8{*3 _L 5




T A I ..

Hello sir! Are you
here to make
a deposi‘l‘?

were heve
to makKe a
withdrawal.




| Bl h
Now, if Yyou'll Kind ly ackheart!

<how me o the vault.

Blackheart+! Halt | Just try not to
rigln{- there! ' K Omkf()ne,




Now. Where

Toke me
the vault.

To

Thats the
Splri{’




Better jE+

out of here.

| can'l o?en
it. V'm not
authorizead.

H’.‘S mbeuf
to gef mesS\’.







A
<
—o
-0
n.
LY
o
v

Kill him!




Wheuw! Think H hasn't o«chux\k,

you hod the been {esyed befFore...

settings high

enough, Boss? ~ Wwhat,
Seriously?

| just hope
Jou didn't voporize
all the GoLD!




The (oofF againt

I+ neeAS some.
time o

re chkfae.-

we're not in
the clear yet.

(3 "
OOTAN

c oy nted to
clear the square
For when +the
we discussed wall blows.
this.

\|

e
R&‘,

'
= i i
) ) &

430 O (o9 gy
- s
i @ﬂ@@‘

BrinS me the
Chest aund then

| Wwant Yo up
on the raof.

I Thought
ma»,be "’0\1
Could do the
equgon ﬂf\'\ng-




Out of Yhe w"“il'
Let me through!

What’s going Blackheart's
on in there? robbing the bank,
sir. we had to
evacvate .

A little gir] disguised

as o maonster. Don't

Al right, With
me, men. WE're
going in.

Sif, hes got -
Soeme Kind oF

MONSTER with |

Tell me you're AFRAID.




she's a DISTRACTION.
Meanwh;jle Ballister is
he'Pins himself to as much
gold as he can carry.

Sir (Goldenlain toO

headquarters, Requesting

immediate backup.

B we need archers in the

bankK square Now.

You fwo, with me.
The Fest of yov,
wait for backup.

Byt sir,
the dragon-

Now's our

chance! 0!

N




| can hear
You, NimDna\.

Cool. well,
the square’s clear

Fire away.

Hea(\s VP, fl’moutj\w—
Goldenloin and his goons
fre on  the;r way
to you right now.

Red FoX to Tin
Man. Come in Tin

Man, do yov CQP\.'.'







Blackheart,




be calm) 5f‘cuf
where you arel

Everyone, Jusf

S hoWwhere 1o run!

'

P
Fé

it up, BlacKheart!

No, Ambrosius.

Naot this time.




Veah, don't €ven
think abovt it.

you rcadxf

Come down and
Fight me, villain!

FIGHT MEg,
YOU COWARD!




Aw, Can't we
toke more?

No, we
rcqlly can't,

All right, no
time to lose.

| think we've
OvershxyeJ our
welcome,




whal, are you
Robin Hond now?

Ainn For the wings.
Tust bring then, down.

SUpervi!lain
| want thtm boﬂﬂ

I Know you







Haha oh man'
That was gwesome'

1+ went ofF

without a hifch!

And look ot all
this loot!




| -{hougH’ I geot
them all — one
must have

S|ipp€<‘ ﬂ-rw}h!

+'s not even

that dee AA N

> =

/{; == s
_y
oo

NO DON'T
TOVCH IT

You're such

a GRANNY.

)} TOLD you not
to touch it!

aei‘ to my lab.
have medical

Supplies there,

Its l:leecling

a

lot!

E"

N

Wil you Sstop
SQUIRM NG

I'm SORRY THAT

MusT BE S0

INCONVENIENT
FOR YOU




This is all my Its not like
faulf, | never 3 | didn't Know
Sheuld have Jet it would be

This happen. 7 dqngerous-

I said 1t%

1 Know this al|
seems |iKe o b
Did you REALLY? game {0 You, but the
Institution doesn't
play around.

Did \ou flnough.?

They won't puIl | oppreciate \Jour ConcCern,
their punches just but l've been looking out
becavse you're \oung,. For myse|p For a long time.

I'm not
EXPECT\NG
‘H\em ‘\'0!




I just don't want No one ever got
you to 9¢+ hur+! K.Ilec) With gne
little arrow!

Ac’ruaxll\,. 'ﬂ\ﬂ\, have.
That is Kind oF the
PURPOSE of arrows.

and \ou need Bur whot abovt
all the evil plans!

to stay off of Aw,
that leg- SERIOUSLY?

Jou're 90ing
1o fake i €qsy
until it heals.

It wouldn't
hurt to lay low
For o while.

so I'm stuck
here with You
until my leq wWell, what's
Qets better? there to do
around here,

anyway?
Afraid 1
50,




My scottie Jos wif)
nof pay your
tyrann.,cal tolil!

._c;gL\iv o nine...ten!

Lunéms you tn the
Fannn}cd Forost which
is MY domain.

L0O Sohh
please.

9
i?\ N S.E.\
(0 ' Qi [~

r‘ . RN
p ’/‘il..---m.-‘\,‘/
= A

He rallies the
oppressed woodland
Creatures and
Organizes a reyolt!

-

/4

I+ Jus% So haPPMS \
am & WSt Tuler, and

The Enchanted

Forest is ours!

cauirrels scale
the walls of the castle
and bears batter

down the (5(&9‘3_’

9r00d|\7 admired bx,
all ray Subjects.

B|O()(\Y Chaos
ensues!

| ' 1‘al<_'.n<5 tlhe
00 ﬂold O\n‘IWU“-’-

HIGHWAY

ROBBERY! That was Fyn!

what do you

Plus ansther want +o6 do next?

(00 For




Fovr cases in
the Jast week

HIS Mesrvs
HOSPITA L

o
MEDICAL Y CLiNC

I've neyetr seen
aﬂ\1+l«nnc3 like t\is,
Doctor

They're not ;
responding 1o we've fun ever L\WT don st K;UU\{J -
: \ caysSing | e
A ; test - butr | don'y+ | AR S
MY TCATMent UA patients haye no
we've +ried. Kviow uhal fo make AUTHORIZ

ies to each other
of the results. fies to PE RSONN

Do you remembes that nNews
repor+? The Institvtion's SeCre {
Stash ofF )O\dt(on‘f‘ PO! )Onlnts
the Kingdem's Crops

But the
Institution

debunked

put suppose
iHs +rve®




Angry crowds conjns_sod-e
oUts;de Institution hP_O\c\(LU‘*H‘EFS Four cases have

&S Tumors af & ‘]aderoo’r— been r»epo(‘+c<\ so far.
The |nstitution has
\{H' Yo commend...

related plague mount ..

Dve 1o \Jour incompetence,,
Blatkheart and his hew
ward ore running
CIRCLES around us.

—— What would you have Get rid of the
me do? Stop the peasants SidekiCk,
From 9efting sick?

This is not
the time for
smarm. Y0U
kNow whmi' yovu

5\1 any mean S
he LPSSO\F\,.




| swear | will see
them both Captured —
and brou_z)\q-\- to justice...

[" Pa |\ have to
spell everti’rhmj
out For \iou?

I'm not going to
Kill & little qirl!

This s a matter of
KceP‘uvub Your job. you
think we can't+ replace

you in an instant?

BlacKhenrt is
NOT my Friend.

\

Right, arch-nemesis.
ofF Course.

DISPOSE OF
the sidek;jck.

IF +his Situation escalates
any further, we will be Forced
to take drastic Mmeasures.

and \your
Friend Blackheart
WiLL go dowhn

And iF you Want him
to REmAIN as Such,
yov'il do as | S‘a\'.

—
CHAPTER b




CHAPTER 7

-.Kingdom is in ponic aFter He

outbreak 0F a mysterioys disease,
rumored 4o be linked fto experiments

corried out by the Institvhion...
|

LoOOK WHAT |
GOT Yyou!

You'|l need it I never said
When yev're I wanted to

the new )‘ihs!

Meanwhile, Villain- at -\o\nﬁe Ballister

Blackheart's recent bank heist has
Cavsed mass withdrmawa)s, Forcing
avthorities 10 Freeze all aCtounys...

| nicked it ot the bank!
Figured it would suit yeu!

Whe did you think was
gonna take over affer we not think Hhat
ousted the Institution? far ohead?




You're geH.n5 a liHe What makes
ahead of yourse|F we're a you So sure?

lons w‘\i From unnnm_‘]. ‘

Yeah, but
we WILL.

Because. \{()u'rc
a genivs, DUH!

~+\ou Know I've never I don't exactly \Jou have to admif,
actually pulled one oFf have the best we moke o
these things off, right? track record.

Yeah, but
THIS Fme, you

Whave me!

\fou \Aa\\/e.
cer{*aml\, Prmled
Jour wefth,

Hor har, 1'm only

| think we should the best cook EVER.
Celebrate. |I'm gonna

moke dinner! Nimona'
Didn't | ten
you to sfc\y
. OFF that leg?

—

Mou can Cook? Or
ore you just |00K'm5 for
an excuse Fo blow up

my kKitchen?




Did you take Wha- its
the bMAagc oFF? healed o~|reac\\i?

Nof just healed.. .
its completely GONE.

Yeah, wel|, | heal Why didn't you {
feally Fast. W5 a Mmention this before? |
Shapeshifter thing.

After
Four DAYs?




lFs not a trap, \ov
haye My word.

Jour word
is worth a lof
s ik?

seven
o'clock.

| need fo falk
to you.

Can \.‘ou mect
Mme at ihe
Antlered Snake
Tonight?

Person.

How stupid do
You think | am?

The Institution doesn't Know
abovt {his, okey? | st

want to talK.

we're fﬂlkinﬂ
now.

PLEASE,
Ballister. 1ts
important.

") bvui
the drinks.

Nimona, I'm
%omg Qv f.

But what
obovut

dinner?

Just put
in the
TF;JSQ .

mine.



L 3 e

Remember when we used
to come here every
J’Ay ofter Trummﬂ?

€% g g

= \"

here. What
do \{ou

want?




s THAT
what this is

t)\boU‘{' (s

|'D \aqve
no idea...

Nou've got to
get rid of her:

The |Institution
1S very displcuScA—

Yes, ‘that

was the idea.

She M'ujhi be.
Yyou'd have no
idea, would you?

{s that sov
An(\, ulh —

WHY woylLD
| Do THAT

Ballister —

The Institution

is ovdering me

to KILL your
sideKicK.




Ki “inj
Children now,
Goldenloin?

Is that what
‘M’JOCS do
these days?

You Know how
powerful the
Institution Iis.

Just send hecr
away, Ballister she'll
be Safe, and *h}nss

Can qo0 back 1o

Do you really think |
want to do 7

what makes you
think you CAN?

she'd eat Jov alive
if 14 let her

You 9gave

up hormal
at the
Joust.




| Can't bejieve
You're Still \'\\mg vp
About that;

Besides, il was
an ACOBENT.

| bet \.‘ou'vc said
that so many times

Jou've Starfed to

actually Lelieve it

It was o long
time aqo, you Know.

Its }st the two of
Us here, Ambrosius. You
don't have to Jie.

Con'} yov J\;S¥
admit it, just

this oncef you blew vp My

arm becavuse You
couldn't stand

that | was better
than You.

wh- Im poft- everyone
KnowsS what ha\p(.;(ined

i +thoat A(\\f,’ \{ou'f‘E the onl‘/

one wha can't accept 1!

VYou WERE NEVER
BETTER THAN MEg!




Jou can't blame me Ffor how
your life turned out! you
made the choice to tum evil!

choice? | never
had a choice!

The Institution needed
o Villain. That lot fell 1o
me. | never chose it

Oh Please‘_ Do yovu

really believe +that ?

And it could just as easily
have been yov, had that
"accident” happened differently!

Jou Nneyer
had it in you to

be a hero!

Everyone always
Knew that yovu
were going to be
the one to go bad!










what iF |
cut off Your
arm right

now ?

No, |
wouldn't.

see how fast the
I nstijution would
Cast you aside.

Jvust like
)""e‘i did me.
And I'm the

Villain.

What do Jou suppese
that says about you!




whoa , what
happened ?

Did you get in &
Fig\\’r without Mme?

Hey! You're

I put your dinner
in the Fr‘.ése.
like You Said.

Tell me where
*‘%ctf are! |')I mess
their Faces UF'—

END OF
CHAPTER SEVEN




SN P
CHAPTER 8




Wl‘!Afls +his
about7

well, you seemed
reall\' depressed
last night, so...

we con't 9o 16 o b;S

public event like 3ihis,

Nimona. we're the Two

most wanted crimnals
n the K;naéom.

I thought some science
would cheer You vp!

science!

Mou're gonna
nheed to put Oh
this Fake beard.




This beard
itches.

| haVQn"— beeh ‘-‘:.: .
L here in \16«1‘5‘_ }."f," 2

Nimona, | rean\’ don't
+hink +his is going 1o
fool anyone.

well, it won't X
i \|ou KeeP
messing with it!

/\nd m\1
names GREGOR.

| used Yo dream
about one day
V\(AV;nﬁ my own

Clearh{ 'm
the only one
taking this
d;SS\,i_',Q "'\'\03
Sef;Ovslv.

If we Sef
Cavght it's
Your favlt.

was qour

So where
should we...




well Kello one Churro, |
1»\0{‘81 \ Pleo\‘)e. '
Joung man! 8

”8 ré’a“\1
Takes after

’OU, \10u

Buvt first -
have Yov been
qood to your

dad?
Nes. | Suppose

\lou have

& good day




can we PLEASE L
This is <O 4o home nowf? ,,..A'fr. -‘ =

BORIIINNG




Nimono\, 'm
Not going to

Fine. But can
You furn into

| something |ess

LAV
.

&
b

Its rude to
Comwment on a

|o\A\i's weigh\:

Is anyone
looKinS?

Oh please,
| Carry yov all
the time!

And its
GREGOR.,

OKow , that
worKs,




Hello! | see that My NP I'm Dr. Mered it
AnoMqlouS L—nef‘ﬁ\f Enhancer Bliizme\fef. Hcr*e's
has cauvgt your eye. my cacrd !

well, 1 do like
gree,n 3\ow;nj
\\'\'-nt)S.

&,l" N\
®
\\

S0 what
does it do?

well, right

3 e oo new
now, 1Y...

tCchnolo 9y




But this green glow daes nat come
From electeicity, nor Flame, nor
bioluminescence, nor any energy

source hitherto known 16 man! I understand

Jour skepticism.
'm the only one
resco\rdf\inﬂ
I anomalous enefgy,
ond this is all |
have 10 show
for tt.

I+ needs ho FUQ\, and (1s
light will persist indetinitely!

Anomalaus energy? | have made the journey over the
mountains to the lands beyond,
It's based on where the great Sorcerers

A theory of my still Prac,f;cc their craft,

. . 1
owrny nvention: | Obsef’vﬁé

their methods, and
noted that they
seemed to draw their
power from an
invisible, appo\renfl\f
infFinite sovrce.

| theorized that there must be a vast This humble device,

Ficld of enerqy that surrouynds us all, 9ood 5iry is the First

but is only made detectable under step 1o reconciling
Very specific Circumstances. science and magic!

| dedicoted
myse|f to
recreating those
Circumslances
scientificaliy!




Hm yes vuy
intere s Ying.
\
1wl (‘/\(AV\aQ the
world! Infinite power
Made availeble +o
everyonc!

well, i+ was nice
10\|k'.n3 1o you, Docter, but...

W No, ne, This

shouldn't be
hoppen'. gy g

Well THATS never : I've really gof
happencd before... o go, Doctor!




IF You WERE

oV Know

Oha: OxayTheyive 1 ANYTHING OTHER THAN
J(f:n\;’?el\‘, seen mMe. what wovid

A CAT RIGHT NOW.
we need to 38\' be REALLY

h('fuful.(

out oF here.

what are you
Saying, vou're
STuCck?




How can
Yov be STUCK! What and yov con't
talk? what’s THAT

About?

MMRREAAGG-H

I uh- you See, I'm
[ sc'.(‘fﬂf'-S\' ond
Ma! There's o this is.
Crazy old hobo here
lalking to a cat!

.o
supec -
in\ﬂ\.ge ni
mutant
cat,

Wwhat hobo!
where!

Get out of here, you

crazy hobo! i

on, We're
gonna
moake o
break

, for it.




SToP
THAT MAN!

what are you
DOING!







You lhave GOT
o Le Kidéing me. |




A At v.‘%-\. AN
|

"’ﬁ
¢ f




There he 151




&
sleslers
LS AN20 ~
i

] can. HAV'j on.

-
<
5

'
“
S
\\
i<
13
g

-

=
¢
e

V'

SHHHH.

Can you 961‘ us
of hwe?

out

.

Ly




That didn'+ 90 as
well as 3t covld have,
bult iY's oKay now.

| hove NEVER lost my
powers, | DON'T 3«;1’
STVUCK.




WHAT 1F m
LOSING MY POWERS? |
_’J,,/

\ e A M

\\ I/

As Far as | can tefl, this
15 just a bjzoarre Side

effect of Blifzm&’cr's device.

Whicth actuall
kKind of |tnds credence
1o her crackpot ‘H\eor‘\l.

| DON'T EVEN
KNow WHAT You'Re
TALKING ABOVUT.
SCIENCE S
STUPID.

STOP. You're
Not losin:) your
powers.

You know that
huh?

Its got to take &
lot of encrgy for you
te shift frem one
form 4o another

The device didn'+
affect your actual
abilities, 1t )ust+
interfered with your
access fo that energy-

Now, there's no
need to say
hurtful things.




what {F the ‘nstitution
Finds out aboutr +his
machne, huoh?

They're not
907/13 t+o find o\lf!

| DON'T NEED
your HELP OkAY?

DO \4'0\/ knouy Whow
Maouny Peop\Q have
said they wanted

to HELP me?

Jou're not alone
anymore, you Know.

[ can help you. |
won't ¢t themn
364 to Yyou.

| HAVE NEVER,
NEEDED. ANYONE'S.

STOP T.

4




Sorr\.’ About
Mour Kitchen .

Guess that'il
Come out of my
Paycheckk +too,
hvh?

END OF
CHAPTER EIGHT




SN TP
CHAPTER 9

\n today’s news, Six new patients were
admitted ta His Majesty's Hospital yesterday
with reports of unpleasant ond mysterious
symptoms, bringing the total pumber of
Cases 1o twenty- three.

The king gave a press

conference Todan’ on the

subject of the epidemic,

but Failed +o address
these rumors,

see that all infected
lmr+ies are br‘ouﬁkf in
For medical attention

immediaTclt{-

A link has been Suggested
between the illness ond the
Institution's supposed
eyperimeantation with the
deo\A\\' substance jq&a‘OO*.

—

Citizens are advised o
avoid contact with infected
parties, and examine all
Food for peculiar qualities

before Consuming it

And please
remember +o
fremain calm.




so that's
Mou C\nomged
—
9oed, huh? Yyour hair?

EVWﬂ!ihs's :
goinj according i
4o PIM-.?

No, its not
that - its jusSt -

| +hougk+

Color.

I like
purple
too.

sure, UJL\\.I
wouldn't | bef®




Aru, P ticular
toppings 4ou
woent?

| know SomeHmnj - | +rust Yyou, you

happened to you.

sometaing you're net
1‘C"ins me.

Know. And you
can trust me.

Nou know
+ka1’l r:ﬂht?.

You don't have to tell
me if you don'{ want to,

Are \ou hungn.,?! fhovﬁh‘\‘
Maybe we could ordes
A Pizzo\.

Its fine,
OKQ\I? Just
let i+ g0.

Sosrdines it
is, then,

Don't you DARE
Pv+ Sardines on

that pizza.




BlaCkheowry is po«s\L tHae

peint of Ioe:ng controlled.
I want him ou+ of
the p.’c+ure.

You're already asking
me to kill a young 3”“.
IF the public finds out
Jov're ser\dinj me out

on assassinations. ..

The public’s
apinion s nof

o prionity

Your motivations are quite
transpareat, | KNOW what the

hature of your relationship was.

I'm +ell;n3 you, he con

sHIl be usefyl to vus!

If Blackheort dies,

he'it be o hero for
the commoners!

Arrest him,
pin the

POZSO!‘I'.()SS
oNn him...

RQA\I\’, (rolJenlo;n'
do you Fo\nctf
Yourself sliy?

It your Fixation on him
has impeded your ability
to do your job, then he truly
has outlived his useFulness.

: | made it clear
. at the time that
éiSquroch.




“ y
we'tl Find yeu Pef‘hmps Yyou will be
a new nemesis. ||| More Competent without
BlacKheart as a

distraction. 4 If yov demand

I kill the S'r\« m
do it = but | won't
Kill him.

Do we have
an accord?

es, Director

Guarantee the
L termination of the sidekick,
L) fake Blackheart into Custody,
\ ond he will live.

Good. come this You're clearly outmatched
Wm{f | have the way thinqs oxe nowy,
S(’meﬂﬂ'”g For Y ou- So let's even the field.




Shock-absorbent Pladimj. Mobotically Mou'll select o teom
enhanced performance | electrical
stun units in the daunticts. [T Should
be quite sufficieat to subdue o half-
mechanical man and a little girl.

to go with you They'l
be Similarly outfitted.

| don't want any
mistakes this time.

Should | lead
an aftacK on
his Fortress?

It would be \‘\ - *ﬂ""\
Unwise to Staqe | > %\
BN
- l\\\‘ » .‘

+he conflict on his
own turkF. /
It wovld not ‘
surprise me if he

had become o
little... ove |
confident these
days, however:

we need to draw
him oot Engage him

Oon our own tCrms. Hmm' pcrha(:f,.

=~
A trap? Ballister
won't Fall for that.
He's +oo parancid.




This is just askin
For trouble, if Jyou

Boss, we haye
o problem.

Do 'fh('l.' m“”" Hiink
that +his will :
appease people? I don't know, |
think we could al)
use a little Fun.




He's qot 4o be. He’s

Goldenloin's on the poster!

not here.

well, hes not
in the program.

Where's the powdcrec\ W4 hcml ' Con t+ imagine

Where it

sSUQ O + to? >
9 9ot to ao 9e+ more. T




And on the
other;
fepresenting
the

Inst+itution -
Sir N\Mﬂeu’

On one side,
Kn?shf emont
Sir Coriander

Cadoverish!




= A ny Sign of
1:“ -i*_ 6,&(‘("\(3}4\"“‘ \{(;1'?
P~

None \‘QT,
Director,

' N e D 5 PN '~7 .
He'tl show, I'm ° ; N what's going
sure. of i+ ‘ il N on over +there ¢




He's got the We've all been
disease! ) : POISONED!

4 The food
here. s bad!

Al right, everysne
Clear out! There is
NoTHING 10 see here,

you hear me?

N-now everyone

Stay calm!




Blacknheort s

definitely hece. PEASANTS. Take

FIND Himn. Care of (f.
Get the
nobles out of
there.

es,

Directornr:

But - the Crowds —




’/ﬂ’ i Ever\pne e

Move! y'VY‘
=

All cight, everyone I'm authorized +o

use +his weapon
STAND DowN. &n o . \.Iou!

"Yvww vy

AN
\'\

Now's o. gooé
time, Boss. Go For it.




Yeal, that's whot Now everyone
| THOUGHT!

Change He Freiue/\c\‘,
Yov iD10T!




People
of the kingdom.

Your +rve enemies are
the ones who have

beaten you down and
kept you in compliance
b, ‘H\fouah Fear:

My name is

Ballister Blackheacrt,
but U'm sure 4ou Kwow

that alrto\dy.

They tookK your
Children and raised
them as soldiers. They
Monserec\ war at the

expense of their
People.

In their
quest Ffor
war, they've
endanﬂmd

the venry
People they

swove 1o

protect

Jou may Hink of
Me. as. your enemy, byt
I have only ever fou3m~
Q9ainst the Institytion,
Not against yov.

They've locked

vs into a system
where ﬂeq hold
all the powser.

In retunn, they
prom'nSec) yov

Safety, but they've
braken that
Promise.

‘rheq Yook Away
\our power.

It's time o
take it back.




AAAHWWW ol

Nice speech,
Boss.




I've traced He Sisnoﬂ of

Blackheart's transmisSion. Its coming from F\Hﬂmpfing %
the communications access securit

terminal back at cComeras.

head q.ume(‘s 2
.

Secufily (ameras

hove been disabled.

Guords on duty not
re;pond;nﬁ.

Do t’ou hear
that, Goldentoin?

Copy that,

Director,
He’s Aefin;{-el\,

there.

As to the rest of yov,
' 3e1‘ +his crowd
under con+rol.

| By any means
hecessary.

T
e

ond TAKE HIM




Nimona , how's
I i e
it going out there? lD';WN‘of\f_‘JlN-’J’]

R

All going according
To Plan. How about
on Jour end?

I'm almast

done.

lhat's enouah,
Blackheart,

Bo557 Are You oku\f L3

What's going on?

well,
| Found
Goldenloin.




Looks like someBoDY
qot an vpqrade.

oF the line for
you, Blackheoxt,

Not+ so clever ofter you fb\wﬂk—r YoU were setting
all, are jou? a trap For ys, but all along
it was o trap for t.‘ou!

' Jou to Feel proud K)‘/
of yourself! a7




Ahh, its been a
While since I've
walked these halls.

Hasn't+ dnanjca
at all.

Keep
wmkmy

=) i/.' “’ | ;.1

% AT — ra

8) | aere 2 Zpes @8

o D T SRR ey S
= =" = “q -

- 2 a F—) e

é’ {% % == —

There's no need +o
be so upﬂsht I'm

Cooperating. would you

tather | DIDN'T

tef
Coopera | WANT you

to S+oP bejng .

YQS, Wen,
1 don't like it

should | shake my fist and
grow| about how I'll Come
back Stronger than ever?

Now +this room,
| den'+ rememben

what is
this place?



This isn't my
jail cell, 15 i+7

”'S QUFU"\,
Spaciovs.

Jyes, as & matter of
fact. We're expecting
Samegne else.

|

AN

Are we... waﬂ-;ng

For some\'\f\inﬁ

I'm heee!
what’s qoing

o

| honcsﬂq
. have no ideo.




WARNING, FuLL
| LOCKDOWN N PROGRESS.

Those walls are
reinfForced s+ee|. Not
even JOU covld break

+hrovaglha them!

Yeah, you

A double. trap.
clever Uil give
you that one.

However, it seems to
me — \.'Ou're Stuck in
this trap right along

Ha' It's ancther
trap! A DOUBLE

Step aside, 1+s The sidekick
Blackhear+. we woant. Give her
UP W\d qu V\Qeéﬂ“"
be harmed.

Ah, but we
came prepared.
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Here. Mou're gonna
need o fof more than a
sword in +his fight.

0oh, not bad. Shame
it takes so long to
Charge vp---

| > : - -,\': P L
- ‘é—
‘ '*~::’},';\’:;~‘<;,
A“ ‘ ‘rA C K \/ﬁ ‘




1 -
| can't see o | can't believe

thing. Where did _ there jsn'+ a DOES ANy ONE
o Véntilation SEE THEM?
B System in here!

T‘V‘e‘f 9o?




How's this trap of
\10“‘_5_ 50;"3? i VOV Coun'+ 9(“' ““\Q
| Yy upper hand evenm
with adl your

Fancy qu_ge{'s.




be CAREFULLI







NIMONA, GET OUT
OF THERE!







Goldenloin +o
Director. s done.

S LN

Sor‘r~|,
Ballister.
&

LOCKDOWN
compLETE. PLEASE
STAND BY.




ANl right, get- him 45 ((/ \'f ’—j:

\ e —

Y1)
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Hi¥+ her with ever
we've got!
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\

\
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we heed
o Sstretcher
in here!

B-Balli ster—
where-7

Sir Goldenloin!

%
b

et

S X ETL

—

/10 -

o
g




Don* conk out
on ME 0\50«’\!'\,
Okaq?

Whoa,, he-.i‘.
Its just me.




Geez, Fine., There
You go. Knock
yourself out.

| didn't mean
AcTuALLY Knock
\.,ourseﬂ: out.

what Wappened -
| don't -
How did we-

will you
anp...breﬂkkin_g...
all my doors...

Let go.
Can Stand.




No - no - they KILLED | sAW. | sAw St Relax. It was
you. You were Obviously it hoppen. & trick. To get
DEAD. = not. /i /B , them to I;f¢

; \ & the Jockdown.

Goldenloin - Whot was | supposed
is he- +o do? He was

A trick- did you - Yrying to kill US.

but how-

| said don't
worr‘.' about it.

Nimonao,,
IS HE DEAD?

Jou can't go
back out there! (ts
too éomgcrous.'




we did evu—u‘%h;ns
could, Director.
didn't have a
Chance.

she's for more
powerfyl than we
%ouj\n\'.

we assumed she was
o 3;r| disquised as o
monster; but
she's nof.

She's o
Monster disquised

infreres+ed in

excyses. | Saw
the footuge.
,*z-':‘ifk\_

am nhot

you didn't
see her

| don't eyven Hink
Ballisters the one (allin3
the shots onymore. |
think she's Controlling
himm somehow.

whateyer +he
Case may be, it
is no longer
Mour concern.

yov're being
repiaced.

going to do?
Jou com't
FIGHT her.

What are you |

Fialr\f.'na
her is no
Ionser the
plon.

END OF
CHAPTER NINE




Geez, will you chill out?
I ToLd Jou | was _C)oin3
Oout to Scout around.

CHAPTER 10

where have
YOU been?!

What is your problem
la+eui? Jou've been
aCting seriously
weird aoll week.




It's looking They've qo¥ the rioters b
prd-h’ R Y 9 e rem

out’ there. +he tournoment \ocKed up =

couldn't+ find ocut where.
Nobody knows.
You were right,
they're deFinitely
censoring the
news Channels.

And here’s

+he Kicker - Two of the

people infected
with Jyour virus
hoave died.

Thot's IMPOSSIBLE. well, mayke i’
| engineered it to Some QOTHER But dhe

be non-Jethal! _mtfﬂe‘_iovs Point is, they're
c”ﬂeSS ‘H‘\en.
dead.




This has gone on long ‘ This is
enavgh. We hove tTo great for vs!
get the cure to Yhem.

Pamic is ot
N all- time high!

Everyone hates we should attack
the Institution : novu ond Take power
Tight now! There wWort be From them Once
a bketter time to ond foar all.

strike. They're
3:50r3anized, their
Stor plm{u' iS \nh
disqrace...

THEN you com
Cure the sick people.
The‘{'ll think you're

awesome!

i'm ho more Fit
+o rule +han the
Institutrion is.

I'm o liar and
No one else Mmurdecer; and |I'm
done with this.

s 9o‘m3 To die.-




This has gone on long ‘ This is
enavgh. We hove tTo great for vs!
get the cure to Yhem.

Pamic is ot
N all- time high!

Everyone hates we should attack
the Institution : novu ond Take power
Tight now! There wWort be From them Once
a bketter time to ond foar all.

strike. They're
3:50r3anized, their
Stor plm{u' iS \nh
disqrace...

THEN you com
Cure the sick people.
The‘{'ll think you're

awesome!

i'm ho more Fit
+o rule +han the
Institutrion is.

I'm o liar and
No one else Mmurdecer; and |I'm
done with this.

s 9o‘m3 To die.-




Noﬂﬁng's

so what
changed, Boss.

you just
GIVE ULP?

The Institution
still gucks ond
You'll still make a

beHer K'-ns.

No. You're wrong.
It hos cho\mﬁed.

We need to talk Oh, is THAT what
about whot e J this is about?
ig Ckomjeé kappeneé clurinj !
when yov the battle.
Sshowed up-




What's there *: A And anyway, what about
SR Snyways v the arrow? why did You let
me think you wee injured

if You could've healed

Yourself r.'gH' aw«\’?

| SAW what
'na\ppencd. Tﬁe«‘ cut _—
your HEAD off, LR What was |
Nimona! 4 Supposed +o do?
you'd O\Imad\.' seen
the arrow...

yeah, 507
I told you |
heal fast!

That’s not

heqhnj. You wWue

How does it
work? Youv never
did tell me.
What ore
you talkin

An incompetent old : about?
witchh at the botrtom of
a hole - thatr CAN'T

be the Full Story-

What do you mean,

what witch? YOUR
witch. The one
who...

s W




Oh, | ceally should
hove seen this Coming.

e e 1S
500 O PR

raeEel

what was that you
were just Saying
about not lying?

I'm NOT! what
did | sAY?

You Forgot your

own ba\cKs}or\,,

Nimona. |\t wasn't
TRVE.

] took it for
9?M{ed that +his
was \'our natura) form.
But its not, is ?

oo

—
o

)
e

Qe

you wanted me
o think yov were less
powerfyl than you oue,
WHY?

moybe | just
didn't want you to
Freak out!

Like you're Freo\k3n5
out RIGHT Now!

WHAT are you




Look, Uuh\’ don'+
you just get off
my Case?

Get off your
case?! How am |
sypposed Yo frust
you now?
| dunno, moaybe
because |'m Your
only Friend?

Becmuse | jvst
sowed your butt From
the |1\51'i‘h11i0n'_s 300'\5?

Because | havea'}
done Mx{ﬂ\ing bvt fﬂf
to help you this

Whole. t+ime?

yeoh,
THERE'S o joke.




No, wait, |
didn'+—

whatever. Like
| even need +his.

Where of® you
30‘.4\37.

)'m Ieav:ng.
That's what yov
want, isp't it?







CALL FAILED

(&)

NIMmONA

UNABLE
To
CoNNECT




(W[2))

5 ; Hello, boctor. we met
Yes? Hello! at the scgence Fair-
who iS it? ~ Jou gave me

your Cosd.

Oh! Gregor, was
it? You've cut

)
your beard!

\
| &=
11

Actually, my You don't...
nome is Ballister recognize me?
Blackheart.

I've been on
the news o

lot |ately.

Ah, } don't watch
the news! A waste
Of time.

Is i1? Thats
nice.




Is there
. Something | con

help you with?

you S&id you've journeyed
to the lands beyond the

mountains. To the plates
where magic stil) Harives.

you must have
come across Mmany
Stronge creoatures

in your travels.

Have yJou encountered
mony — shapeshikters?

A being who can take
on +he form of owny
living creature in o
motier of Seconds.

who can be a
dragon ane moment
and o cat the
next.

That+ con even
grow back limbs if
they're cvt off - even

its head.

what kind?
werewolf ? selkie?

No¥
exacﬂ\‘...

YyouU Khnow,
\m’poﬂ-\ef:ca\\\’
speaK;nS .




\,O\I do Know

well, | imagine X the lejend of

Phat such o beast Gloreth, yes?
would be impossible
1o detect or trock.

Its very rare that the
powers of SKin- wolKers
ond those of doppelgangers
overiop ot all - ond that's
without even touching

ONn the regqeneration.
©™ sound Something she slew o

like the beast drogon Hnou_gh,
Glareth slew, didn't shel
Jdoesn't+ ittt

Accounts from tocal

v'"f"?"’ refer fo ‘i*s They say it coudn't
ability to Chmge its be harmed with
shape and size, and sSword OF Arrow.

claimed that ¢ /

That's o
Mistrans|ation.
The or:a'mq\
text+ refers to

Only & “scaled
beast" or o

Would walk among
Tthem in Various
and animal

“ »

Theres even a And by "certain
theory amona Circles" You mean...
\ certain message board
\ % circies that Conspiracy theorists?
the beast
KILLED
Gloreth that

duuf ond took
her place.



But if there
l"EAIlt.' were o species
of creature like that-
wouldn't we KNow?

powesr that
great surely would
have ottracted Some

attention.

something
Must have
C"\Mgec\.

Something making
it more d;fficult to
maintain o disquise

for any long period

Of time, pechaps-

Lab - mod;fied .

It5s
pPossible,
yes.

with the abilities
you've described, it myst
be very 9ood ot hiding.
observesrs would likeh{
conflate it with \ess
POWErful, betrer- known
Shapeshifter species.

A\thou3h it iy wee
maK:ns itselit Known

Nows, there Mmust be
o. Preoson.

Tho\’rl or its a ‘
new species, A
insteod of on K

Old One.

A new
evoiution, or
Mutation, or
even S‘omcﬂ\ins_

Are we sl
being hypothetical?




You'nl feel
betHer very soon.




BALLISTER
BLACKHEART!

& al
2 -
Ta
Tz
F <
WH

SURROUNDED.
CoOME OUT

There you
90
You ARE




T”\Ql{ really couldn't
find anyone else Yo
9uo.rA me?

u)h\i are you on
uard duty, ouwumuﬂ
Seems below your




where's your
sidekick,
Ballister?

well, THATS
o relief.

(t looks like
you got what you
wonted Ofter all.

How'd we end
vp like this?

Jou blew up
My arm, For one,

She’s gone. Are
yov happy?

| don't know.
she LEFT, she’s
not- oomins back.

I'm glad she's gone.
Yov're better off.

She was
Vicious, she was
Crvel, She was —

EVIL.

we both know
thot's not trve.

---YoU really do have
*o brins that up every
+ime, don't qou?




| just meant ...
thee was a ime.
Before.

Things were
Simpler., wWe were

together. \t was. .

It was never
that 9006.

you always
remember things
05 better than

they were.

And YOU always
remember them
as WORSE.

you BETRAYED
me. You SHOT me.

|- 1 never
wanted to hourt
You, |-

Don't you dare try
to teill me again that
it was an accident,




y
i

The night before the

Joust - the Director she told me ‘ﬂ\tx\- | had
Called me t+o her promise. Thot | was her
OFfice.

e,

: g choice for the

|

Institution's Champion.

' th
Bur she said 1'4 I wonted it, more than

anything. Jou never wonted
i+ as mudh as Me.

have +o prove mqselF
against you in the
Joust, or that

chance would go

0(\&!0&\1.

Just BETTER,

without hardly
even seemj ng

b
|
§ »‘




Director says B
i5 Your lance.

\f's weapon'.zea_

what does she

expect me to do
L with a Weaponized

i
[} i

Ea {1 T W she expects
';.)‘Jh \ f r,{l ( A"..' y ..‘ ,l,.“‘ " “OU fo win.

| had no intemtion of AC‘h/o\l\x,
USING it...

| wWas & Soocl
rider - Yow
remember.

| Knew
| Could win.

Ballister, I'm
50 Sorn‘.




You nevesr
soid you wenre

Don't 3c+ me wrong.

I+¥'s not like | wovld
have Fforgiven yoU-

said it

J TN

SHIl, its a relief
| suppose.




Ballister... | S COFRRBIODE  (yjooP

RED ALERT. REQUESTING

ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL TO
SECTION B3, REQUIRED

SECURITY CLEARANCE LEVEL

WOOP  W00P  WOOP  wWOOP  Woop  WOOP  woop

What's
So'mj on?

Goldenloin 1o
Communicotions. Whats the
Cavse of the alarm? Do you

need me to report?

Neaod"wq. The | NG one telis
Situation \s me owu.'ﬂning-
under control.
Sfcuf where

h'ou oye.




Do you remember how 'Hnelf used to
make us wear that old 1ru'm.n3 armor

This ormor s ond they never cleaned it?

Atrocious. |
hate i+

| don't want
== 1o +alK 1o you,
_ Ambrosivs.

p | femember it
smelled so bad it mode

B 4ou throw vp in the helm, e

Goaarmond! | 90(5‘,‘_
about him, He | wish-we could
was awful, Just 9o back. | wish things
could be hous they were.

Wh\, did you
think that was
me?

No, that was - —~
whot's his name - ; | Coutd've
Goaramond. ' sworn it was you
whe did that.

Dircttor’s sent for

we con't. Blackheart,

It Will never be
the some
GSQ]V\.

you chose to
play along all these
Years. That doesn't

Just 9o away.




P

e

o/

%
gse

&

Care o show me
some respeck”

lve never been here

\Alhti should |1?

| outrank you
now.

will you Stop
froaternizing with {he
Qr\emxf?!

Clearance Code
Z€ro - Four-nine - SiX
we have Blackheart

will You two
PiPe down? Now is
not the time.




welcome , Lord

éJF\ BlacKheark.
Y
R a0 m

Why did you
brinzj me here?
Wwhat s all
this?

I “thought you'd be

impressed. we've

bvilt vp quite o

coliection over the
\ears,

we're on the
cutting edge of
weapons dcvelopmenf.

weopons! For what
purpese? The Kingdom
is not ot wor.

5urt|\1 a Yoctical
mind such as your
own Can apprecate
the value of o
deterrent.

nation s o
Powerfy) nation.




Then the
Jadersot - that
was just scratching

the surfoce.

we've
exXperimented With
h‘wuu’ occult
Suvbstances.

And you're doing all this within
Ciy limits - below the people's
very Feet - you're toying with
Forces you don't understand. fou're
Pumnﬁ Cveryone in donager,

These are ancieat
evils - not batteries
For your vonity projects!

Why are yov ,dnow'.ns
me this? Aren't yeou

) don't expect
That you'il expose You'll be leaving
v onytime soon.
Qur secrets ¢ Not
particulorly-




' we expected her +to
Moke o rescue ottempt-
especially with vs
broadcqs-ﬁnj the news
of Your impending
execution.




That townk was made Yo
Contain joderoot - the mast
destructive  subStance Known
1o moun. \

| )

' It won't do

— Its mode of a
| oany good, You

self r?patrmj allo\'. 1+
wWill hold ne matter
What qou do.

Let's teach you
a lesson, shall we?




N
Oh, Clever 2 Rudy, what’s the . ,
trick. read on her enerqy Energy readings ar off ] Al
‘evel.S? ‘ 1‘?‘8 (‘\Of+$, I've never seen \.‘/'
[ anything tike it. i
- ‘zbl ,\ ‘/1%"- I[ ! |
b . . v \7 !
S il
— (ERRIENNENEEN Ll il
\ Nou have to Stop, | (
You Con't Do +his. A 2
7o
06! 1
£ | b
/55
X
Ks incredible. AMAZing.

/\' t
- . N
'l D -t
< e W) e b e ‘
\ She's not mo\d.n3
NI T herself info new forms, Imagine the uses

,).‘ s Everxi time she Chonges N /I if's ke - every time, her We could find for
f3e) form, every Single cell in her Whote boé\' dies and a new LY
T body is destroyed and new ones ’ one grows in ils place. P

are generated in their place.




fAre you CRAZY,
Director, or just
Stupid?

y & : ¥ ' \
-S| Sep ‘?

\ < v e
Al N ~ \ :
sl /4 I’ I
LAY /L AN

k

)




B
I'm 9

lod HDUUC

d ‘o Le
reasonable.

dec;de

L)
w
o
-
-
-
[~}
g
Q
3
3
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<

and he'll be dead. so |
.$U9<,(5<} You Lehave..

you Cown {oKe our

shocks indefinitely,
can't qou? But |
doubt he comn.




we're 90“\3 Yo {qke
Soeme biood. stay still
or he'l| gel anether Shock.

Your susceptitility has always
made you usefy] Goldemloin, Lot
I have no patience for it now.

Picector, thig 15

|  barbaric - this is not

\ how we {reak prisonecs!

you wovld fake the side
oF a terrorist ound the
dangerous weapon he harbors
becavse You see them as
worthy of Sympathy?

|, too, made 'J;eg;*o:;
an oath 1o protect -
this Kingdom. Na
matter Yhe cost.




[ want 1o knowy
who made you, and why.

Haye yov decided
o falk to me?

Shall we give
him another shock?
No one made
me. | was G\\wc\\’s
like this,

A\

.

| Know an aboemination
Wwhen | see one. Thoat s
none of Your
business.

Yeow, cure. Whot

‘ are YOU, & qoblin?




N remove Goldenloin
From this room. |
Will deal with
hinn Joter

hands OFF

me !




you real\Y dont
Knows Wlt’bhina.
do you?

HewWeheln,

I meon, You
just reqlh' didin't
do qyour research

al all.

ml//

\F you had, om»;:\? wrat
you'd Know that Ofhers?
this has all

happened before.

The breaking's

not the hord part,

though. Humans
are so easy
e break.

Mnd you'd Know
what happencd 1o the
Olhers who 1*\0‘035\‘\ Ahey
Could break me.

This is what

you wanted, isn't
#? You went look'.n3
for & monster:




blood sample
looKmS so Far?

Can't see Qn\.lﬂnmj
special about it,

Computer; whats =
wouf read on Hni!v‘.?

SCANNING 7§

SCAN RESULT:
BLOOD SAMPLE,
HUMAN, TYPE
AB PosITIVE.

There should be
soyne Kind oF
irreg- aa A A

EXPLODED...

s - it's
9r0w;n¢3-

WARNING, EXTREME
ACTI\VITY DETECTED.
OVERLOAD IMMINENT.

— she's still 9ot

contral over the cells.




- Getting some major "
' f
[ enemy readings from [




Evacvate
Now!










1 wont al
lower leve\s in
N\ Complete Jockdown,

LocKDOWN INITIATED
FoR LEVELS g1 - B3.
PERSoNNEL HAVE FOUR
MINUTES TO EVACUATE.




THREE MINUTES UNTIL

Lo WN .
we've got to CHBOWN

moke o run for it
The doors will

Close in—

PN
~ NIMONAL




WARNIN & - Locgpown
BREACHED, IMMEDIATE.

EVMUATION REOMMENDED.

we have o get
back down there -
Nimona s the only one
Who can Step it!
No, we HAVE 4o
9et out of hee!

t\ /747 D

. 1his (s
really bad.




You <on't FIGHT her
AMmbosius, not like thot
we've ESTABLISHED this.

supposed 4o do? She's
goins 1o Ki| o lot of
Pecple F we don't
Stop her:

we hawe 1o gey back
dovn to M lak = Nimona,
is sHIl in there!

ovi THERE, about
to destroy the

Part of her is —
but rnﬂ' of her
never left the
Coge.

IF | con gyet her
ovt - | can talk 1o
her. Calm her down.

She almost KILLED you,
Bajlistess she was about
1™ burn You to a (risp.

Shes never been
exactly STABLE. And
now ske's really

What Makes you
Fhink ghe'll listen 1o
You now?

angry.
I reason wovld she hove

For being ANGRY,
I wonder?!




she’s alone down
she's not herserr,

The d it grew there ... she'll think |
e rn’on— )
l, 3 “ew
from o few Celis. s abandoned her

. But the rest+
o mindless beast born 06 VR (8 ol lase
OF pure rage. I saw her Thats
the part | con
falk 1o.

Really ? After everyihing
we saw in there, you
still think she's just &

sCared littie girl?

Wwe're wasf-m) Innocent pecplec are
time. s alccady DMING, Ballister: THEY need
Staried. our help, not some

IMMORTAL MONSTER.

| never did Wwﬂns CSQOJ

My whole life. Maybe |

Con't defeat her but |
have 1o TRY,

Ambrosius, she
Witk Kill you, There
is NO scenario where
You win,

There ... there may be o
devite that can shut
down her powers for




Why didn't you say so
1o start+ wWith?! That’s
exactly what we need!

we'll loeK her in one

Form and get her
(ontained wnti] | can get
the 0ther One from

It would be our only Chance ...
with her powers tumed Off,

she con't reamemiq,

N—

v

I'M NOT GOING
T0 HelLP You
KitL HER!

We've got to
Kin her

t'm sorry. But someH.'.nS
like +th,s was always

go.ns +o hAPpU\.

time bomb just
waiting to go off.

Even if it a\l

goes the way Yyou
wont — you putr her
back together,
lm her down...

What happens then? vou
take her home and pretend
noﬂmmj happened?

Ballister she
WiLL do this again.




You con'+ priorivize

her life over theirs. s Whether or not

You decide to help
me, l've got to
do SOMETHING.

She's o Killer,
Ballister che's Alusoys
been o Killer.

) need to find the You Want to be a hero,
device First Do NOT confront Concentrate on gd{-ing the
her until | do she wiLL people in the city +o

still save her.

"1 con Save
them oll.

Do you still have thet
foncy armor?




The Gy is under attack
by «a monsitous beast.

The kingdom is in a
SYote of emergency.-

Eyewitness reports describe
o colossal droaon\“ke mons ter

with fiery breath, its form ond
size CQnsznH\' n Flux.

I
sir Goldenloin, assistin 1l
with evacuvafion, has

advised viewers ‘o be
0s far fromm +he heart

of the city as possible.

IS

Mf of themn

Institution
(] \ s
Multiple building establi shments.
downtewn have L s
n Flomes

\"

N
This Just in... ’
the beast has
attackeyd the '

polace...

END OF
CHAPTER TEN




CHAPTER I

come on,
come onnwn...

ves, hello?
who's there?
Doctor
Blitzmeyer? Its
me, Ballister.

You Know...
Gregor?

Oh! (Jmcjbr!
What & nice
Surprise! come
on uP!

1 hope Yyou don't
mind - it's vrgent,

Of course not!
| was just about
o moake some
Tea, do you wont
) Some?

D0(+°r, hove
you...looked out
the window

Oh, the Fire?
l'((en-\'l\,?

Jes, | was
wonq\u:na about
that.

I've 9ot Earl
(rre\' ond Ool0n3.
Take your pick!

\




its nol sote.

N/

There’s no ¥ime for
that, Doclor You need
+o get out of here -

| need
hQIP, Doctor. - | ‘? — gy

L'OUI’

| don'y
\ \ 1h\nK

ge

=

There's always
time for & cup

in this
case

m,r‘

7 A '\hfk‘ ‘Hne:e
\ / -

There's a — o
Creature out there,
and it's go;nﬁ to Kill &
ot of pecple if | den't y
Stop it s

A (reature!
Wwhot Kl(\d of

Do you recall the

Iast Conversation

About the leﬁwa
of Gloreth? Yes, of

. Course, Why do you -




Don't try and tell me
obout Aomguous, sonny,
| KNOW dangerous

What | wouidn'+ give o
see (oreth’s beast up
close in the FLESH!

Poctor;
Jou Com't...its
oo Amgemus‘.

Come on, No time
16 waste!

Have you seen my field
notebook 7 About yea b;s,
brown leatwer.. .

No, yov don't
understand!

may tey 1o
bite you...

She’s not just
a Creature. she's
my Friend.

someone | love is going
to try and Kil her And

She's 90-:\5 to Kill \him.

And - and I'm the only \
one Wwho MIGHT be able
fo stop them fromn
k;lling each other ..




—" | have reason ‘o
. beneve i+ may hamper
A her abilities.

-
N

I+ may be the
Stop her

i
a~q / ’!




Two of our
science facilities
have been (omp\QKl\"

d(‘sh’b\‘ed.

s looking for
You, Director:

I¥s hit every one of
our communication slations,
along with the training center
ond the barracks.

Wwe need to
9et you out of
the city -

V've hod about
enough of that

wreiched beast
Let’'s See

how she likes
the taste of













Yes. Hide it somewhere

Close by before She
Knows youre here.

And you're sure
Ymis will worke?

you're still
3037\3 back to

Ballister, wait -
& | don't make it
out, | need to

tell you —

—J—Usf oAk jU.sf PrOMiSQ.

me You won't 3e+
yourself Killed.







RRRAAP\UGHH

%







Half +he v'.ll&ae

Sow it kgrrm Some ¢gven Soy The Vi"&gerg

they saw her Hhink Shes
possessed.

/‘

7 J Her poasrents
/ hove o dijffereat

theory .

They Claim Aot oY birth, But now ‘hey

their dovghter was Fecble clawn this cwild is
ond sick, notr eypected o imposter.
*o \ive \on5~

Unkl, after one
particulonly dire illness,
she quickly recovered ond
rew inte o healthy,

robust 9irl.
. I That their narural

Child - the Sickly one - is
thovgt ho{-\nma of dead, ond in its place -
it o+ Hae time. .Someﬂn'ma else

we're going to
heed o Sirongef

enclosure +Haaun this
-shel just+

A Kid.

\s tHhot really
n«essu..'?

I meoun,..




wheres my mom
ond dod? | want
to g6 home.

1= | bumnt

I Killed them.
The raiders.

BU' 'Hﬂe\’
wanted o Kill us
FIRST. | soved

You're not going
home. Not until yov're

better. Do you waont
to get better?

Yes. Then con
| see my mom

ond dad?

your perents brought
Hou here, didnt they?
Wwhy do you think
they did thot?

And how did
you do that?

We'll have her moved to

our Facility in the morning.

Don't upset or excite her
N the Mmeantime.

we'll take
Care of the
rest.







nnnNNOO0Q!

NIMONA!

Nimona, it's me,
its just me. You
Go awoy! KNOW me.
Just leave me
ALONE!

You.-.. you

OF course
Ctame back.

) come on,
i let's gey you
g out of here.







I'm not supposed to
sphiy myself like that It
Mmokes Mme...unshable .

No. wiell, 1 The Strong port
CAN, but.. its stays ound the msﬁt
‘ d-siw‘fe%fo\ﬂs. That's

how it waorks.

Youre Kidding. 50 you could
Just... DISINTEGRATE
at any time?

That's not gonna

hmppcr\. You ARE the
Strong post, OKo\q?

why would | Kid
‘s A We're gonno, get
1 ' 1
Sboul: AistBTCaaientt Yyou back o \your
Other self and put

You back together.

Then lets
go. Homg on
tight.




Y- t{ou'm_
FLAGGING, knijhh.
















e dont
e too late,
please don+

Pleas
b

2
<
-~
o
L
3
>~
-
a
<
w
a

ME
0-" .
23y
e
www
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Q
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Is that wh\f you
brought me here? 5O
Jou could Kill vs both

For good?

] downt
wont to Kill
you!

Nimone,
please, just

| can shut i+
OFF. The device. You
Con merge back
togethen

Just - ju.sr
let him 9o.

ou're
Just ke all
the obthers.




| didat wont o
do dl but | hod Yo.

I+ was - You Wwege -
des[roqing t+he kinj&bﬂ\.
You were KILLING
people.

've Killed
People
before.

ThATS oy
Ungerstatement

I've
Killea LOTS
of people.

Nimona, STOP!
I can HELP you!

You're Not the
first one whe thougnt
You could HELP me ..

[ou're not the first
One Who WoUﬁH you
covly CARE. about Me

unti) you Found out how
bad i really was.

TWL/ Called

Joy o mopster

Bu+ in he U\Q\

yoy sl feok fher sile.




There's no one
left Whe Con
l’\Ur‘}' 1{0\)!

Y Nimona,
B PLEASE!

yOU DON'T KNOW/
ANYTHING AROVT










This Is Me
| This s ALWAYS

A been Me. 4

V. That little girl - X
she spt REAL. |
Made her VP.

—

FF O’O OoMm







WARNING. TADEROOT

MELTDOWN IMMINENT,

ACT\WWATING PURGE
PRoTOCOL..

EVACUATE PREMIsgS
AND AMAITNTAIN
, S00 FooT DISTANCE.

PURGE WILL OCCUR IN
FIVE MINUTES.




EVACUATE PREMIsES
AND ANAITNTAIN
S0Q FoOoT DISTANCE.

PURGE WILL OCCUR IN
20 SECONDS.

PURGE WILL OCCUR IN
|15 SECONDS.







He needs a
hospital
immed '\o\{’e\u,.

Lord BlacKheart, what

happened? Is the beast
slain? Is it over?







The Kif\adom is in Shock after
the murderous rampage of o
Mysterious beast last night that
resulied in the deaths of the
k‘ms ond the Director of
the Institytion.

They oxe only fwo
ouv} of en extensive list
of cosvalties.

sir Ambrosivs Goldenloin and
former Villan "urne& champion
of the people Ballistec Blackheart
brwjh’f down the beast early
this mMofning, ending &
Night of fervor:

Both ore in the

ho:;faihxl after inpries
sustained during the ottack.
sir Goldenloin remains in
criticol Condition.

! The beast's origins femain unknown,

| altheugn testimony From Surviving

| employees ot Institution headquacters

g\ svgqest it may be an escaped
Institution exptrzmu\{ 9one Awry.

The Caqufrof)he has
bmuﬂ\,ﬁ- to 113\,\*- mouny of the
nstitukions illegal projects,
including  the 5'roc!<pi||n3 of

Massive quantikies of

joderoot

Despite this
*mﬁzd‘f‘ we remain

Prominent \voices

ort already Clamoring

for the permoma,n’r

disbanding of the
Institution.

we will
stay Strong, and
wie will rebuild.



Lord Blackhear+? You
Shoyldn't+ be in here. We dont Know if he
You need to be | WILL weke up, M'Lord.
resting. He’s Suffered o lot

Someone shovuld
be with him. For
when he wakes vp-

ﬁ‘l‘kmw’q(‘—;a O

Go back to bed.
The monster injured
You too. You need
Your rest.

we're MOf\:*OrinS
him C\osel\i. IF his

Condition Choanges,
we'll know.

Don't call
her that.

she's not
o wonster,




Did you really put me
as Your emergency
cantact?

| don't have a
lot of Friends, 0kay?

Doctor, Your device - .
it was destroyed. | hear you're
I'm Sofry. Some Sovt

Never mnind. 1l
build another One.

Jou saved a
ot of people.

But |
Couldn't
save her.

fou did what

Yov hac to do,
then?

lm_




I+s not youlr r‘PSPonS‘.b‘.\'\*\,
to save everyone,

You know.

I Know.
Someday | may / Y. an
even accept that. %i{ that |

fee) is
Killed
mq Fr‘ie,nc).

Lord Blackhear+7 You
Shoyldn't be in here.

You need 1o be
res\-ing.

No, M'Lord. |
Just go+ o€ My

who Fi)led ovt
this chart?! They
did it al wrong-

1 this a
Jrawinﬂ ofF A
SHARK. ...?




Y. /' ‘ \
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CHRISTMAS

at the
INSTITUTjON

BALL|STERRR

How is Father Christma$
40ing 4o bring me presents
without a Stocking?!

My STOCKING.
my CHRISTMAS
STOCKIN G-,

OKay, Calm
down. we'll

Do too. He's rich
ond lives in &

‘it i Hﬂlagercl%hs

people hit you.

CHRISTMAS sPECIAL 2013

THOSE Bi6
DOLTS TOOK
MY STOCKING!

1'n call My dad.
He'll have them
ARRESTED.

have o dad.

srockina? Yov meon
™My Fashionable SOCK?




Yyou VILLAIN!

gonna do, AMB -
RO-ZEE -vUs?

Mat.'be it's

Jus+ becavse
yov've been
NAUGHTY!

C'mon,

Ambrosius.

for Father
Chris+mas with

"1 have 10 go 1o back
to my room, Ambrosivs.
hm'wcuf. +he Sooner
\ou Ffall asleep, the

Sooner he'll Come.
-

That's not even on
inSVH’inS nickname,
thats - just his name,

} Couldn't
+think anything
vp ‘'cause it's
stupid er\OUjh

as it is.

I'LL HAVE
YouR HEAD!

Look, yov shouldn't
get your hopes vp
too much, in case
he doésn't come...

whatever,
have your s+u[>i¢l
SocK.

Everyone knows

Father dhristmas
doesn't bring gifts
Fo OfPhMS like US.

I mean... he
hasn't yet ... but
Maybe this yeasr

he will,




Father Christmas
Came! He came! BALLISTER!

Whot time will you
15 ..t Keep i+ dowsn?

FATHER CHRIsTMAS
CAME BALLISTER LOOK
LOOK LooKLook

Did Faxher christmas Loak! This K'\ig\r\f
bring ou anything? Oh... well, i5 Just like the
Jyou can share one you have!
mine, | GLUESS.

No, | suppose
| must+ have been

r\qugk’n{ 4

think | (ost
mine...

THE END



