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Sy
The worst part of \\avihs someohe el you about
Hheir vacation is +r>/ih3 to ‘)re+ehcl 7'ou’re HAPPY
for them. Because no one wants o hear about all
the funthey  DIDN'T have.

The oh|7/ vacations T want 4o hear about are the
ones where +)n-'h35 went WRONG. “That way, T
dont feel bad for missing out.







Well, my 'fdnﬂ)/\juﬂ so+ back from vacation,
and believe me, if I coulcl‘Ve s+a7e& \\ome, ]:
WOULDVE. But T didn+have a choice.

A few weeks 490, -H\is vacation wasn + even
supposed o HAPPEN. We were just having
a normal Decerber, and T was really |ookih3
forward +o Christmas.

But Mom and Dad were getting all stressed out
about eVery-H\ihs we had 4o do o 3e+ rea&y for
+he holi&ays. We were WAY behind on Jecora-h'hs

+\\e *\ouse, and hoﬂ\ihs was soihs 'H\e wa7 rt was
Su\DPOSeJ to.







I'm sure we could Ve soH'eh our act +03e+her‘ in time
for C‘\r‘is’rms. But one hish‘l‘ an ad came on TV
+hat TOTALLY +urned our \\oliddys u\asiJe down.

Eseape to lwxury. ™
é:i.‘S'CHpE to pamc{ﬁe.

“The commercial was for +his \7|ace called Tsla de
Corales, which is where Mom and Dad went for
their \\oheymooh. And the reason T know that is
because every time an ad for that place comes on
TV, +he 4wo of +hem get all kissy—fnced.

4 c\OOCH







T+ makes me uncomfortable +\\ihkih3 about Mom
and Dad before +\\e7l had us kids. And T wouldnt
HAVE o if Mom didn+ break out their *\oheymooh
album every year on their anniversary.

The NSH' after that ad came on, Mom and Dad
made an announcement. ﬂ\ey said that THIS
year, we were gonha SKIP Christmas and all go
+o Tsla de Corales instead.

When T asked how we were gonha 3e+ our 3:1/:+s
Ho the resort, Mom said the rip WAS our gif+.

Ll.






T thovght that sounded ke  TERRIBLE ides,
and T was surPriseJ Dad was on board with it. He
usmlly doesn+ like o s‘>ehcl alotof money, and T
was sure this resort was gonna cost a FORTUNE.
But he said he was sick of the cold weather, and he

wanted +o escape to SOMC‘)'GCC warm.,

Persmally, T donthavea Problem with cold
weather. Tn fact, seherally sPeakihs , the worse
it is outside ) ‘l'\\e ha??ier I am.

ReEy
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T fisurecl Mo\hhy and Rodrick would \\el\a me +alk
some sense into Mom and Dad, and we'd puta

stop to +his idea. But those auys weren + any \\el\a
atALL.

So T had 4o accept +hat we weren+ gonha have a
rormal Christmas at home. But what TREALLY
didnt like was +hat we had 4o FLY 4o +his place.
T'd never been on a PLANE before, and T
wash+ crazy about the idea of |ockih3 myself ina
me-tal Hube.







Nobody ELSE seemed worried, 'H\ous‘\ , and two
weeks later, on a his\ﬂ' when we should've been
*mhsihs up our $+ockihss and sitting around the
fire watching Christmas specials, we were packing
our surtcases for +his island getaway.

Moh&az
We lef+ +he house around 8:00 on the morning of

Christmas Eve. Dad was pretty uptight because
he wanted o leave an hour EARLIER, but Mom
said he was beihs ridiculous and we'd geto the
airport in Pleh-l'}/ of time.

T+ was ohly about +weh+7/ clesrees outside, but
Rodrick was alreacly dressed for vacation.

Phs







T+ tuned out Dad was n's\ﬁ, we should Ve lef+
earlier. A\)Parehﬂy, Christmas Eve is one of
+he busiest travel clo\ys of the year, so +he roads
were CHOKED with farlies driving to see their
relatives. And hobo&y really seemed o be in the
Christmas spirit, erther.

I AIRPORT (IR
| 15 MILES |EE

What made ‘|’\'\ih3$ a lot worse was when it started
10 SNOW. After that, -H\ihss slowed 4o a crawl.
Morm and Dad started arguing over what time we
should Ve lef+, and Dad almost missed the exit for
+he airport. He had +o cut across three lanes of
traffic, which didn+ look easy.
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When we reached +the air\:or“h +he main \Dar‘kihs
lot was full. That meant we had +o Po\rk in the
economy lot, which was \)reﬁy far away. Dad said
he'd clroP the rest of us of f atthe curb with all
+he luggage and then come meet us after he ?arkecl.

When we got o +he passenger Jro‘)—o# area, it
was COMPLETE chaos. We 4ried 4o unload our
{)o\ss , but the cops weren + letHing anyone stop
for more than +)n.r+7 seconds. Ahd +hat Jus+
stressed eVeryohe out and made +Hhss worse.







Thad+o get back inthe van so T could ‘\d\) Dad
with the rest of the bags. Ordirarily, that kind of
+\\ih3 would Ve been Roclrick’s\job , but since he was
dressed for eis‘ﬁy—&esree weo\‘H\er, he 30+ outof i.

He was |uck)/ he DID, +4oo. When we gotto +he
gote for the economy lot, Dad couldn+ reach the
ticket from his window. So he made me getoutof
+he car o Srab it.

Uh'for-l'um-fely, T didnt notice that there was a
3idh+ slush Pudc}le on my side of the car until it

was too late.

After we ‘Jo\rkecl , we rolled our {Mss o the
nearest shutte stop, which wasnt a lot of fun.
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“The sign said the shutHe bus +o the main termal
came eVery 4en mnutes. But 'H-\ere was ho room for
us in the bus shel-fer, so we had 1o wait outside in

+he £ reezing cold.
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Tweh-l7 minutes went 57' without a bus, and Dad
started getting rea||7 anxious about the time. He
said we were Just gonna have 40 WALK +o the
Ferminal, which was about a mile away.






T would Ve tried +o convirce Dad 4o wait a li+He
longer, but my sock was starting to tum to ke,

and T didn't wanna get frostbite.

Sure ehoush , once we got about a hundred feet

from the shelter, the shutte bus Pu"ed into the
Parkihs lot. We 4ried o get +he driver to stop,
but he Just blew n'sH’ {)7 uS.

7

So we RAN 1o the shutHe stop, but we didn+
make it back in time.

12






1 r . -I'ali
b m

AP *.E'i":‘i‘i‘ %

Now Dad was reqlly worried about missing our
Alight. T 4old him maybe missing the flight
wouldnt be the WORST -H\ihs to \\A\)\aeh, but he

didn+ seem +o be in the mood 4o hear what T had
‘o say.







B}l Hhe Hime we got o +he terminal, we were
both smkiha wet and miserable. So when a Picku?
truck almost N us in the crosswalk, it made Dad
REALLY mad, and he let +he driver know.
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That Just made the DRIVER mad, and he Pullecl
Nis +ruck over and s+e\7\>ed out of his vehicle.







We didn+ stick around |oh3 ehous% +o talk
-H\ihss over wi+h +Hs 3:.7/. We ran in -H\e

opposite direction and blended in with some \aeo\ale
s+thih3 on the sidewalk until the coast was clear.

Dad +old me T could learn a lesson from +his, which
was to hever lose your temper and do SOrne‘H\ihs
stupid. But T +ook away a DIFFERENT lesson—
wheh Hefﬂeys getin trouble, Hefﬂeys RUN.

The rest of the farvﬂ)/ was waiting inside the
entrarce o the terminal. Mom wanted o know
what took us so |oh3 , and Dad wanted +o know
w\\y she hadn't gotten in line with Manny and
Rodrick and held o place for us.

15






T +ook +weh+7/ minutes for us +o oet ‘H\r‘ous‘\
+he check-in line. But when Dad putour bis
surtcase oh the scale, the person at +the counvter
said it was too \\eaVY, and it was gonha cost extra
mohey +o check i.

But Dad said +he airline was ripping us of f and
we weren+ gonna give them an extra NICKEL.
So we ook some clothes out of the sutcase and
stuffed them into our carry-oh {Mss.

B}l +he time we 3o+ eVeer\ihs sorted out, we

had a half hour 4o get o our gate before our
flight started boarding, And when we got o the
security area, it was a total ZOO.
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There were two lines—one for famlies and one for

business travelers.

T guess Dad usm“)' gets to go +\\r‘ou3¥\ the
business lane wheh ‘\e +ravels for work , SO *\e
didnt seem o be +oo \\o\\apy about beihs stuck
with the rest of usin the farvﬂ)/ lane.
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Ahyﬁme you add the word “{arvu'ly" 1o SOrne‘l'Hhs,
you know things are gonra be bad. And trust
me, IJVe been +o ehous‘\ -de'ly restavrants ‘o
know what T'm talking about.

FAMILY RESTAURANT
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We waited in the securH7 line a |oh3 +ime, and we
-Fimlly made it o the front. But then some kid a
few rows behind us started pressing the butons
on the poles +hat hold the barriers +ose+\\er.
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All of a sudden, there was ho-l'\-\ihs keePihs +he

lines se‘mra-}eci, and fora secoh&, ho ohe moved.

But then -H\ihss COMPLETELY fell apart.







B}l the Hime the security agents got all +he zip
barriers reconnected, we ended up ot +he BACK
of theline. And the far-ily with the kid who caused
all +he trouvble was at++the FRONIT.

Now Mom and Dad were REALLY stressed,
because our flight was supposed o leave at any
mnvte. Dad beeged one of the security agents
to let us goto the front, but he didn+ seem
‘oo sym‘)a'l')ne'ﬁc.
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T -H\ousH' we were Soihs o miss our 'ﬂis\'rh oL
didnt ren“y see the Poih+ of g9ong 'l')nroush securi‘l'y.
But Dad said sometimes +)ne7l leave the gote open
urctl the last second, and we might sl make it.
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We fihally goto +he front of the line, and we put
our bo\ss ona ctheyor‘ bel+. ﬂ\eh we took of f our
coats and shoes and put +heminto some \)lo\s-h'c bins.

Mdhh}’ saw what the rest of us were Joihs , and
he started +nkih3 of £ HIS clothes, +oo. Luckﬂy,
Mom hoticed in time and s+oﬂ>ecl him before he
could 9o ahy further.
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Mahhy wasn + finshed causing \)roblems , +\\ou3\\.
A\:\)areh-ﬂy, he +\\ou3\\+ +he conveyor bel+ was
sore kind of RIDE, and he was reqlly upset when
he found out that it WASN'T.

The \Deovle behind us were getting frustrated we
weren + movVing, but WE were {)eihs held up b}l +he
9y in front of us. He had +o remove eVeryl‘\\ihs
he had on that was metal, and i+ was +dkih3 Nim

FOREVER.
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Rodrick told me these machines can see +\\rou3\\
your CLOTHES, and then someone checks a
screen to make sure 7/ou’r‘e not ‘l'ryihs +o sneak
b)/ with dhy‘l’\\ihs Jahserous. Al T can say is T
wwlclh’+wnhmbe+\\e?ersohw&\\ﬂ—lAT Job.

T+ 4ums out the X-ray machine that sees
+\\roush your dothes is oh|7 for grown-ups, and
kids 90 -H\rous% a metal detector instead. SHill, T

wasn + gonna +ake o\hy dmhces.







Once we got -H\roush secun”ry, we srabbecl our
stuff fromthe conveyor belt and +ook of £. Our
gote was down on the lower level, so we had o
+ake +he escalator.

We couldn+ even do THAT without causing a ma jor
Problem. Mqhh)/'s stuffed animal got stuck in the

botom of the escalator, and he had +o press +he
Emersehcy S'I'o‘) button so Mom could ‘>u|| it free.

) U
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Dad checked his watch and said we m'sH' still

make rt, So we ran for our 3a+e.

But the gpte was all the way at the other end
of the terminal, and we kinew we couldn+ make i+
in time on foot.

Just then, a cart for hm&icu\aped passengers
came along, and Dad s+o\>\>ed it and asked the
driver if we could hch a ride. The rest of us got
on board before she could say ho.

25






After that, it was smooth saling. The terminal
was Pre'H'y crowded, but \DeoP|e moved out of our
way wheh +\\e7l \\eard uS cor-iha.

The driver dropped us off at our gate, but the
door was CLOSED. T -H\ous\-d' Hhat meant we
had missed our ﬂis‘ﬁ‘ and we could turn around
and enjoy a hice Christmas Eve at home. But it
turned out the flight was DELAYED, so all that
stress was for hothing.

FLIGHT 231
DELAYED

/|
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The reason the ﬂis\ﬁ' was cleldyecl was because of
-H\e bad wea-H\er, and it was gonna be aho‘l-\\er
HOUR before we goton +he plare. We looked
for a place 4o st down in the boarding area, but
people were hossiha the seats.

Mom 4old me +that orce we goton the plare,

we d be in +he air for about six hours, which was
news Yo ME. T asked her for some morey, and T
bousH a couPIe of magazines, some snacks, and

\-sea&‘)\\ohes ata s\-\oP near our 3a+e.

The ohly +\\ih3 T needed thatthe store didnthave
was SOCKS. My risH sock was stil Soqkih3 wet
from stepping in +hat ‘JucHle, so T went into the
bathroom to wring it out in the sink.

27






When T was dore, my sock was still DAMP, and
T really didn+ wanna put it back on my foot. The
bathroom had one of those Hs‘\-\)owerecl hand
erers f and -H\cﬁ' gave me an idea.

“HIRRQ

T colldn+ wait o get back home and start
making some MONEY on this idea. T figured T
could make a KILLING on r‘dihy Jays







The oh|7l \Droblem with +the hand erer inthe
airport bathroom was that it was a litHe TOO

Powerful.

My sock started SMOKING, and then i+ went
FLYING.

T decided T'd Just get a new pair of socks atthe
resort, becauvse -H\ere was ho way I was gohnd
wear SOme-l')nihs T had +o fish out of a URINAL.

When T came back from the restroom, +)ne7l were

mkihs ah ahhouncement at our sa-l'e.

29






T fisurecl -H\ey were reaJy Yo start boarclihs +he
\Dlahe, but 'H\ey were just |e+h'h3 us know there
was another DELAY.

And it went on like that for the rest of the
Jay. Awqreh-Hy, this storm was causing ?roblems
eVerrv\-\ere, and the Plahe we were su?PoseJ to
fly ovt on was stuck at some OTHER airport.

T was starting to worry +het my electronic device
was gonha run out of Jure while T was on the
?lahe, s0 T looked fora ?lace to c\\arae it Bt T

guess eVeryohe else was +)nc'hkih3 +\\e same +\\ih3.

CHARGING
STATION







The oh|7' available outet was in an awkward Place.
But when your ba‘Her)/ is at15%, you gotta do
w\\o\‘t 7/ou 30‘H"d do.

.

Our Plahe -Fimlly arrived ot the aote, and all the
passengers who were on it 9ot off. Butif -ﬂyihs
1S SUPPOSeJ 4o be FUN, 7/ou’J never kinow it from
the way these people looked.
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The gote agent got on +he |ouci5\>eaker and
said we'd be boarding shorﬂy. “Then she said our

nas*ﬁ‘ was ' overbooked ,“ and H\ey needed a few
Volunteers +o give up Hheir seats.

She said +hat whoever volunteered FIRST would
get +hree hundred dollars and a free his\ﬁ ot the
airport hotel.

T didnt need 4o hear another word. T so-l'
o the desk before she'd even finished with her
announcement and said T was her 307.

\h\foﬁuho\-l'ely , Mom wouldnt LE T me volunteer,
and hobo&y ELSE s+e\7\>eci vp, erther.

2






So the gote agent increased the of fer to FIVE
hundred dollars, and some woman Sho\??ec} it vp

ri3h+ away. T Jus+ ‘\o\ae she en Joys sPehJihS

my mhey

FLIGHT 231

Afer that, the agent made ANOTHER
announcement. She said the ﬂis‘ﬁ crew on

our plane had worked +oo many hours because

of all the Jelo\ys , and we had +o wait for a
REPLACEMENT crew +o come in before we could
+take of f.

Now everyone at our gate was MAD, because what
was 5u‘7‘>ose& o be an eo\rly -ﬂis}ﬂ' was furhing

into an OVERNIGHT one.
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When the new ﬂis\-d' crew fimlly arrived, 'H\ey
didn+look \\a\)\ay to be there. That's Probably
because +\\e7/ were expecting o spend Christmas Eve
at HOME, so T knew EXACTLY how -H\ey felt.

AHer‘ ‘H\e crew 30‘|‘ onboard ) ‘l'*\ey started |e+-h'h3
passengers oh the \)|ahe. M}/ m[dmﬂy got to go
first, because H\ey le+ PeoPle with young kidsboard
before anyone else. Butthe geteagent s+o\7\>ed re
at +he door.

3






She said my carTy-on bqs was ‘oo bns o fitin

-H\e oVeMJ {)ih, sort *\a& () 90 down below wH'*\
+he rest of the |u&3q3e. “That was fine with ME,
because T didn+ want 4o deal with my {Ms on the

P|o\he anyway.

When T got on board, T was pretty im?ressed.
The seats werea LOT biseer +han T exPeded ,
and -H\ey were covered in real leather.

T asked Mom what row we were in, but she said we

needed o kee? movihs. She said this was the first-
class section, and our seats were in ECONOMY.







But the economy section wasn+ HALF as nice as
first class. “The seats were \Dackecl +ose+\\er, and

+\\e7 barely had ahy cushiohihs.

Mom said our seats were toward +the middle of

+he \7|ahe , so we headed there. But Dad \\uhs

back in the first-class section. He said he got
UPGRADED because of all his frequent-flier miles
and that he'd catch up with us after we landed.







Mom didn+ seem \\aﬂ))/ about this news. She said

it wasn + fair for him o be in first class while we
were in economy, $o she said we'd all take TURNS
sitting in Dad’s seat during the flight.

But Dad said the rest of us weren+ ex?eriehce&
ravelers like him, and we wouldn+ even know how
40 ACT in first class.

Luckdy, +here were other passengers +r7/ih3 Yo
board, so Mom and Dad covldn+ getintoa full-
blown argument n's\ﬁ' there in the aisle. Dad sat
down in his seat, and we went to find ours.

The rest of us were all in the same row. Mom,
Rodrick, and Mdhhy sat on one side of the aisle,
and T had the middle seat on the OTHER side.
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Rodrick 4ried o get me to switch with him so he
didn't have 1o sit by Manny, but T was happy

n'3¥\+ where T was. T didn+ have a whole lot of
leg room, but other than that, it wasn+ so bad.

All +he other passengers boarded after us, and

?eo‘>|e seemed Pre’Hy stressed +r>'ih3 to get +heir
stuff into the overhead bins. So T was 3|aJ -H\ey
+ook MY {”3 at the gate.

EVeryohe put dway +heir bnss and sat down in
+heir seats. The ?ﬂo-l' made an announcement that
+he doors were c|osih3, and the seats o my lef+
and n'sh-l' were still empty.
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T couldn+ believe my luck. As soon as we took
of £, T was gonna stretch out across all three
seats and 3e+ m7'5e|1[ a sood his\'d"s s|ee\>.

T+ was even BETTER +han being in first class.

But n'sh‘l‘ before the doors closed, one more couvle
30+ on board. Ahcl +\\e7 ha& o BABY wH-\\ -H\em.







T didn+ think these \Deo\ale would be in My oW,
because there were ohly TWO empy seats. But
+he bo\by sat in his mother's LAP.

Ty

See, if T werein charse of the airline, the rule
would be one person per seat. Because if this
couPle had TWINS, i would ve been comvle‘l'ely
out of hand.

T asked these parents if ore of them wanted +o
switch seats with me so H\ey could be next o each
other. But the mother said she liked the window,
and her husband said he liked +o be on the aisle.

“o






Right after +hat, +he plot came on the irvtercom.
He said 'wa before we ook O'H:; ‘H\er‘e‘cl be a
brief sm[e+7/ video +o show us what o do in case of

an emersehcy.

T was alrea&y hervous about ﬂyihs ‘o besih

with, and T didn'+ like \\eo\n'hs Hhere rvis\\-l' be an
“emersehcy." So when the sa-fe-ly video ?Iayecl ;T
‘mi& ATTENTION.

But as far as T could tell, T was the ohly person
who DID. EVerybocly else com\ale-l'ely +uned out.

“The beginning of the Video was just basic stuff,
like how 1o fasten a seatbelt.

A






But after that, i+ got SERTOUS,

’“\e Video s narrator said -H\a+ if -H\ere was a
“loss in cabin Pressure," oxygen masks would Jro?

fromthe celing, Well, T don+ know what “cabin
?ressure" is, but T didn't ke hearing that we
m's\ﬁ LOSE #.

The ‘Jeo‘>|e in the video didn+ look bothered at
ALL when the oxygen masks dro\a\:ed down,
‘H\oush. Th fact, ‘H\ey looked kind of HAPPY

about it
i

ﬂ\eh +)ne video 30'!' even WORSE. ’ﬁ\e narrator
said that in case of a “water |ah&ih3 )" we'd need
+o evacuate the Plahe.
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Now T was REALLY freaked out. T +‘nou3¥\+
+he whole point of an air\alahe was that it was
w\a\aosecl fo stay in +he AIR.

‘n\e safe-ty Video said there were emrsehcy exits
on the plane and the people sitting in the exit
rows would need +o open +he doors so eVerybody
could getout.

ﬂ\e erversehcy exit was one row behhd me, and

T realized +he people sitting +here werent paying
attertion to the video at ALL. So T got them
to put down their magazines and listen up-

a&)






“The flight attendants didnt seem bothered that
ho ohe was wa-hc\\ihs +he sa-(dy video. T fisureci
+\\e7 Probo\bly had their OWN exits, so if there
was any trowble, T was gohha follow THEM.

FLUSy V\“

l

The video showed the \7|ahe in the water with
inflatable slides coming of f the emergency exits.
And -H\ey adwlly made it look FUN.







Then +he video said our seat cushions doubled as
“fotation devices,” and each ohe had a whistle
attached 4o it. Now T had c‘ues-h'ohs, soL
Pressecl the button above my seat to get the
flight attendant to come over.

What T wanted 4o know was, if we landed in
shark-infested waters, would it reo\lly be such a
sood idea o blow the whistle? T+ fel+ o ME
like we'd {)o\sicqlly be inviting +he sharks over for a

free lunch.

The Aight attendant said T didn+ need +o

worry, because all the seat cushions were coated
with shark re?elleh‘l', %) -ﬂ\ey wouldn+ even come

hear us.
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I was \are-l-r}/ \\a\a\ay “o \\ear +\\a+, but now I‘m
wohJen'hs i he was Pu“ihs my |e3.

T don't really get the point of the whistles,

'ﬂ\oush. T+'s not like dhyboc{fs gonha hear them
if you’re in the mddle of the ocean.

And if 7'ou’re Iucky ehouah 4o have a cruise

s\-u": pass by, believe me, THOSE auys aren+t
s+o‘>‘>ih3 +o ‘m'ck you up-







After the safe-ly video was over, T felt
exhavsted, and we hadn+ even +aken OFF 7e+.
But a few seconds later, the Plo\he started ro||ih3
down -H\e farmac, and -H\e nex+ -H\ihs I khew, we
were in the AIR.
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T'mnot gonna le—T had my eyes shut during
the whole +akeoff. And T didn't even realize T
was holdihs "‘)’ breath untl T almost Pdssed out.

Ornce we leveled of £, the cou‘>|e sitting in My Fow
started feeding their baby.
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T was ALREADY nauseous from the takeoff, and
+\\e smell of mus\\y peas didn+ hel\a +\\ihss.

HERE COMES
THE CHOO-CHOO!
.- .‘ ? . 8

T ‘H\ousH T rvish‘l' ac+ua||7 +hrow up, bt T
didnt know what 4o DO. Then T noticed +his
white paper {”3 inthe seat \>ocke+ in front of me,
and T figured out that's exactly what it's FOR.
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The ﬂis\-d' attendant already seemed o\hhoyecl with
me, -H\ous\\ , 50 T krew he wouldn + be oo ‘\APP}'
if T handed hima bo\s of vorit.

HERE YOU

Somehow T managed o get +through the feeding
without -H\r‘owihs up. But T wish T could say +he
Same +\\ih3 for the BABY.

After the |ad7 cleaned i+ vp, she reached into
her {343 and gave +he {M{)y a cou‘>|e of +o7ls to
?‘“7' with.
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Ore of the +o7/s Was a Plas-h'c harmmer. And as
soon as the baby got that thing in its hand, it
started Pouhclihs on the WINDOW.

T Ve heard that if a window on a Plahe breaks,
eVery-ths inside gets sucked OUTSIDE. And
+hat didn+ really seem like a sood way ‘o go.

So when the |aJ>/’s head was turned, T swi?ecl +he
Nammer fromthe baby and tucked it under my seat.
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Uh-(or+um+e|7, Hhat set +the baby off.

Tt 4ums out ho{)oé)' likes a crying {M{)}/ ona
Vlahe, and everyore started shoo-h'hs us c}-ﬁy
looks. Luckﬂy, +he |aJ7 had a botHe in her {343,
and that quie‘red +the kid down for a while.

T was getting kind of ‘\uhsry mysel-l': Ry
Pressecl +the button for +he {].SH attendant and
asked when we could expect to get FED. But he
said meals were only for first-class passengers,

and he gave me bas of peanuts to Nold me over.
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That's when T remembered +the snacks T4 boush‘l‘
before we goton the plare. But THEN T
r‘ervnember‘ecl 'H\cﬁ' +)ne7/ were in my mrry-oh {MS 5
which was stowed down below.

T guess Mom must Ve been -I‘Hhkihs about food,
+o00. Because as soon as the plot said we had

reached our "cruisihs aHitude” and we were free o
move about the cabin, Mom unbuckled her seatbel+
and went up to first class with l"\qhhy,Jusi' in

time for dinrer.
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T felt $ome+\\ih3 cold and clammy “ouch my lef+
elbow, and then 50m+\-sih3 ELSE +ouched my
RIGHT ore. /ﬂ\e suy beHhJ me }\qc} taken of £
his shoes and socks and slid his fee+t through
+he spaces between the seats.
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So T guess this 9y decided it was OK o use my
ARMRESTS as his FOOTRESTS.

R

T was starting to feel boxed in, and then the
person in the seat in front of me titted his seat
all the way back, so it was Justa few inches from
M}l 'che-

T tried to 4t MY seat back, but T couldnt find
+he button o do it.
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So T called +he ﬂis‘ﬁ' attendant and asked him
where the button was. But he told me the seats
in our row didn+ 4+ back because +\\e?/‘<} block the

emersehcy row.

Now T was starting to SWEAT.T -H\ous‘ﬁ'
Tdreada magazine Yo take my mind of f feelihs
+ro\‘>‘>ed, but the ohly ‘H\ihs in the seat ‘>ocke+
was d catalog for all this stuff no one needs.

Snoozos

When you just can't sit through that
boring meeting, Snoozos glasses make
you look wide awake. .. even when
you're anythirg but!

Pizza Blanket
Night-time cravings? Satisfy them with the Pizza
Blanket, edible badding that's warm AND tasty!

Comes in pepperoni, exira cheese, and
anchovies,
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Phone Bubble
Protect your phone on rainy days with
this clear plastic bubbilet







The Peo\ale on either side of me were wa-h:Hhs a
movie, so T figured T'd um my screen on and

check it out. The movie looked like a comecly, but
m)/ hencl‘)\\ohes were in my bo\s, and it was \\o\rJ
4o understand what was going on without them.

T c\\o\hsecl the channel 4o see what ELSE there
was to watch. One channel had a show for li+He
kids, and the baby next 1o me got inerested in
what was on my screen. And when T c\mhse& it
to sorve-t\\ihs else, the kid started BAWLING.
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When T changed the channel BACK, the {mby
s+o\>\>ecl cryihs.

T guess T would ve been OK with leting the kid
watch +he show, but the screen was WAY +oo
close to my face. And the colors on the show were
so bris\'\'l' thateven when T puton the eye mask
+hat was in the seat Pocke-l', T could STILL

see eVerﬁHhs +hat was hd‘)‘xhihs.

When the show fimlly ended, the bo\by started
erying again. But there was no WAY T was

genna keeP wa+c\1ih3 +he show on re?ecﬁ for the
rest of the night.

So T decided i was the ?erfed' +ime to take my
shif+ up in first class.
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But Rodrick noticed T was +r>/ih3 +o make a
move, and he 30‘!‘ out of Nis seat before T had o
chance to. And once he was up in first class, T
knew T'd have o wat a while before T could Swap
places with him.

When Mom and Mahhy came back to their seats,
I Saw -H-\e door to -H-\e cock‘)i-l' open behhd -H\em,
and the ‘>.10+ s-l'e‘)‘)eJ out.

il ‘H‘\oush'l' +there m's\ﬁ be some kind of an
EMERGENCY, so T Pressecl +he button and
asked the flight attendant what was going on.
He said the ‘>a10+ Just heeded to stretch his legs
and use the bathroom, and the co-‘>i|o+ had
eVery-Hwihs under control.






T didn+t like the fact that we were down to one
pllot, even if it was just for a few mhutes.

Persomll)', T don++hink 4wo plotsis ENOUGH,
even when -H\ey’re BOTH inthe cock‘)d' T guess
+he idea is that if one of them has a heart a++ack,

+hen the other one is 5u‘>‘>ose& to ﬂy +he ‘>|o\he.

But T asked the flis\-rl' attendant what \\a‘)?ehs
# the OTHER Pﬂo-l' freaks out and has a heart

The flight attendant told me not 4o worry,
because these ?lqms are so Hsh-}ec}\ -l'}\ey can
\Drac-Hcally -ﬂy THEMSELVES.
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Well, T've heard \9.10+s make a lot of mohey,
so if what the ﬂis\ﬁ attendant was saying is
TRUE, then this could be the career for ME.

Orce the plot got out of the bathroom, T
‘FISUFCA "+ would be a sooc} idea for me to 9o, too.
The ohly \Droblem was, the man to my n's\ﬁ' was
dslee\) ,and T couldn+ getover +he vy without
wo\kihs him vp- So T went UNDER Kim, and
believe me, that wasn+ a lot of fun.
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T walked +oward +the front of the \Dlahe, but
before T even gotto +he first-class section, the

flight attendant told me that economy passengers
have 4o use the restroom in the BACK.

The bathroom in the economy section was really
small, but beihs in there was a HUNDRED +imes
better than being stuck in my seat. T4 was sort
of ke a tiny li+tle apartment T had all 4o mysdf .

AAAHHH!
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T science class, we learned that when human
waste gets JroP?eJ out of an air\alo\he tolet, it
freezes solid. Some guy in my town once found a

chunk of waste that fell froma \)|dhe, and he
-H\ousH " wasa METEORITE.

A Ve X
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T think the 9uy was ‘\oPihs +o sell i+ for a lot of
mohey, but once 'H\e -H\ihs 'HmweJ *\e found out
what he had was +o+n||7l worthless.

61






Once T was settled into the bathroom, T -Fasurecl
+here was o reason +o 90 back +o my seat. So
w)neheVer‘ someone ELSE came o\|oh3 “o use it, I
Just made bathroom noises unl -H\ey went away.

Ore person rustVe really needed o 90 because
+\\e7 shook the door handle so hard that T
+\\oush+ it m's‘ﬁ o\dwlly break OFF. Then 'H\ey
went away. But a few mnwtes later, the whole
BATHROOM shook.
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Whoever +his was needed o use the bathroom a

lot more than T did, so T oPehecl +he door. But
+here was no one THERE. That's when T realized
rt wnsh’+\jus+ +he bathroom s‘\akihs , it was the
whole PLANE.

8

T +\\ou3¥\+ we rust Ve landed in the water or lost
an engjne or 50m+\\ih3. But then the \7.10+ came

over +\\e intercom.

LITTLE F AIR.
7"\/\/\/\./\-'\
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That didn't sound right Yo ME. T figured what
REALLY \\a\a\:ehecl was that the plot fell aslee
inNs seat and kicked the steering wheel or

some+Hh3, and then he came vp with this "bumw
ar excuse. Becavse that's EXACTLY what T'd

-

do i T were in the same sitvation.

T guess the ﬂash-l‘ attendant could see that T
was ?reH)' rattled. He said we were Just going
-H\roush a lHtle “turbulence,” which was ‘)erfecHy
normal for a ﬂis\ﬁ' like +his.
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Well, if this kind of +hing is NORMAL, +hen
there’s ho chance T'm ever beconihs a pilot.
Because if T were ﬂyihs +he Plahe, T'd be ot of
there at the first sigh of 4rovble.

“The flight attendant +old me T needed o return
to my seat and buckle vp- Butwhen T got back
+here, i+ was alreo\cly occuPiecL

zzzzj
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T didnt want 4o move the {)aby, because T krew it
would Just wake up and start cryihs again.






So T went up to +he front of the \alo\he +o kick
Rodrick out of first class and let HIM deal with

+he bo\b)l But T couldn+ GET 4o him. One of the
wheels on the beVerase cart had broken because of
+he turbulence, and it was Hockihs My way.

T was out of options, so T went back 4o my seat.
Don+t ask me how, but T was dd'ud“7’ able to get
an hour or 4wo of slee\). And T was so tired, T
didnt even wake up when we landed.
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Tuesclaz
T was so worried about 3e+-lih3 +¥\rou3¥\ +he

1’-]'3¥\+ +hat T never +\\oush+ about where we were
o\dvally GOING. But when T s+e‘>‘>ecl off the
‘)|dhe, i was like wnlkihs into & whole new world.

Tve gotta admit, as soon as T fel+ that 'I'ro‘)ical
air hit my skin, T could understand w}xy Dad was
50 eager o escape +he cold back home.
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We gotour |“33“3° off +he cohveyor bel+ in
bq%ase claim, then followed the signs to where a

bis shuttle bus was waiting.

o

Even -H\ous\\ +he air outside felt GREA\T, +he
air‘-cohdi‘ﬁo\r\ihs on the bus fel+ even BET TER.
And Hhe seats in this ‘H\ihs were nicer than the

ones in first class.







Once all the passengers boarded the bus, we headed
4o the resort. A video Playecl on the overhead
monitors, and it was about a MILLION imes
more fun than +he one o the plane.

“The video showed all the cool activities at the
resort, and T wanted 4o do them ALL.

Ore of +he activities was Swirming with Jol‘ﬂ\ihs :
and that's SOrne‘H\ihS Tve ALWAYS wanted +o do.
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But +’nere was a buhch of OTHER stoff ‘H\a-l'
looked cool , too. T was ‘\o?ihs +\\e7 m's"d‘ let+ us
COMBINE activities so T could do eVeryﬂxihs
before we had +o 9 back home.

T felt kind of bad for beihs so negative about
+his trip up untl then, and T turned around o
+ell Mom and Dad T was sorry. Bt Twish T
had just kept watching the video instead.







When we $+e\)\>ed of £ the bus at the resort,
+he staff sree-tec} us and handed Mom and Dad
frozen drinks.

T
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We gave our bo\ss 4o these 307/5 wedn'hs white
3|oVes , and 'H\ey said +¥\e7/’d +ake them JirecHy to
our room. And T gotta say, T was IMPRESSED.

We went to the front desk, and the |a&7l +here
ethiheJ Now eVery'H\ihs worked. She said the
resort was "all-inclusive,” so we didn+ need o use

cas\\ or creJH' car&s.
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The way we \)aiJ for stuff was with these Plasﬁc
cards that doubled as our room keys.
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Mom and Dad +old +the receptionist -l'\\e)l wanted
to stay in the same bulding +he>/’& s+q7ed in for
+heir \\oheymooh, but +the Iady said the resort had
CHANGED since then. She said that now, the
resort was split into two halves, the “Wid Side”

and the “Mid Side.”

1233

The Place Mom and Dad had ﬂaye& was on the
Wid Side, and kids aren+ allowed over there. So

she showed us where our buﬂdihs was on the rap.
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T could tell Dad was Jisa\)?oih*‘ecl b}/ +he c\\ahses,
but Mom said it was BET TER +his way. She said
+his was a FAMILY trip, and we didn+ need o
be around a bunch of young couples partying,

dh)'Wd?’.

T didn’+ really care WHICH side of +he resort
we were on, because it looked to me like both sides
had the same basic stuff. What T reo\||>/ cared
about was the ROOM.

Usmlly when my fo\m17 stays at a hotel, we all
share a room, and T have o slee‘) onacotora
sofa bed. So T was pretty shocked +o find out we
were ina SULTE with PLENTY of space.
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“There were 4wo rooms in the suite. We all had o
share one bathroom, but me and Rodrick each had
our own BED, which was the main -H\ihs. AlT
can say is, Mom and Dad mustve Jroﬂ)ed aLOT
of mohey on this Jm'\>.

“There was a TV in +he room T was sharing with
Rodrick, but even better +han -H\a-h +here was a
ROBE in the closet.
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T called +he robe n's\ﬁ' away, but Rodrick didn+
even 'F'SH' e for it.

Rodrick a|wn>ls makes fun of me when T wear
Mom's robe back at home. But T +think robes are
COOL, and there are a lot of quys ot +here
who would agree with me on that.

he shower in the bathroom was HUGE, and all
+he floors and sinks and eVery-ﬂ\ihs were made of
marble. There was a TV above the bathtub, and
+here was even a PHONE next to the tollet.

T fisurecl T could get room service delivered o
+he bo\-r)nroom, T'd have eVery'H\ihs T needed in

ohe Place.
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From+he bo\lcohy in Mom and Dad’s room, T could

see the ‘>oo| over on the Wid Side of the resort,
and it was reo\lly {303

T+wasnt Just some resular \Dool , either. T4
looked kind of like a river and had all these islands
in the middle of . Mom said i+ was one of the
ba&geﬁ “free-form’ \Doo|s in the WORLD.







I was \Dre-l-l'}/ excited about +\\a+, because 1
knew we had the same +Hh3 on OUR side of the
resort. T wantted to go check it out, but first T
needed o c‘\cmse my clothes.

T wenvt o open the big surtcase, but it was
LOCKED. T asked Dad for the key, but he
said our surtcase didn+HAVE a lock. Dad looked
atthe tag on +he suitcase, and it had someone
ELSE’S name on it.

? At

T+ tums out we had acci&ehh")/ sro\H)eJ +he

wrong surtcase from {)asease claim at the airport.
Before it was too late, Dad called +the airline +o
see if +’ne7 stll had OUR suvitcase.
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But the Peo\ale at the airline said that since no
ore had claimed our bas, i+ was sent back +o the

address on the |u&343e tag.

T+wasnta TOTAL disaster, 'I'\-\ous\-s. We'd moved
some clothes from the bis surtcase to our carry-on
bqss back at the air\)or-h so we had a few -H\ihss.

of OTHER stuff. My flip~flops and sunglasses
were in the bis {)ds , alohs with a bunch of other
-H\ihss T had Po\cked. Dad said -I')ney sell the
stuff we were m'ssihS at -I'\\e resort store, so we
went dowh o check i+ out.
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But eVery-l'Hhs in the store cost five times as
much as i would Ve back home, and Dad said he

wasn + gonha ?ay -H\ose ?n'ces.

Mom said we could wear the same clothes eVery (ld)’

and wash them ourselves. So the ohly -H\ihs we
bous\ﬁ in there was a bottle of sunscreen and a
+o7/ ‘mﬂ and shovel for Mdhh)' +o use at the beach.

Mom said i+'s really importait +o wear sunscreen
ata Plo\ce ke this, because it's so close +o the
equator. But she didn+ have 4o convinee ME. Tve
seen what the sun can do o your skih, ond T
don+ wanna look like a raisin when T'm older.
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ﬂm‘r’s +he reason T s?ehcl as much time indoors
as T can. And later on in life, all my friends are
gonra wish THEY had, +oo.
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% T “o7 )

B o, B

—H—g<— U

T -H\ousH the factthatwe came Jun'hs Christmas
break meantwe'd have the Place o ourselves. But T

guess a lot of ?eo\ale had the exact same idea.







T+ wasnt Just +the POOL +hat was crowded,
+\\ou3h. There were people EVERYWHERE. T
was reqlly lookihs forward o relaxing in +he hot
tub untl T saw i+

- < Ef‘%’ o
We found a few lounge chairs in the shade and put

our stuff down. You could tell i+ was the middle of
winter, because Jus+ about eVeryohe looked out of

sha?e, Just ke me.







EVery once ina whie, T think about exercising
and geHing really buff. But in the future, TN
bet everyone will just be able +o +ake a pil and
3e+ fit without \\avihs +o exeruse, dh)Md)’.

Beihs in great sha\)e will be NORMAL, and
all +he Peo?le who ARENT £ will be the ones
everyone's attracted fo. Soif T just stick with

my current exercise plan, Tl be all set.







The \)ool was oo crowded o 90 Swimming, S0 T
decided to just puta towel over my head and

cateh up oh some slee\).

EVeh -H\ous\\ rt was ho+ out, +)nere was a hice
breeze, and T started 4o drif+ of £. But n'3}\+

in the mddle of my hap, some guy showed up and
ruined the whole vibe.

This vy called himself the “Director of Fun,”
and aﬂmreh-Hy HsJob was to get eVery{)ocly
MOVING.
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Uh-(or+um+e|7, +his Quy was sood ot his Job, and
somehow he roPeJ ME into one of the activities.







But 1 wis\\ecl *\e |—|ADNT, because +\\ere was a
lot more +ouc¥\ih3 +han T was comfortable with.

SR IR U LT
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Af+er‘ -H\e conga line ehJeJ ) 'H\e Director of Fun
said the next ac-hVHy was the “Treasure Dive,”
and it was Just for kids. T wasn+ interested

in doing some stupid kiddie thing, so T sat back
down. But when he havled out a gant bucket of
COINS, that got my attertion.

He +old all us kids o line vp at the edse of the
pool, and then he started fossing gant handfuls
of cash into the water. AhJ it wasnt a bunch of
PENNIES, either.
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I+ was climes ah& quar-rers, ahcl I’m \are++7/ sure
T saw some SILVER DOLLARS in there, too.

B}l +he time the bucket was em\'rl'y, +here mustve
been four hundred bucks sitting ot +the bottom

of the pool. EVeryohe waited along the e&se

for +he Director of Fun 4o blow his whistle.







When he did, i was a total free-for-all.

T mmsed to get about two dollars in coins on
my first JNe, and 1 \70+ -H\em at +\\e e&se of -H\e
\)ool near my |ouh3e c\\air‘. But some Shcaky kid

swoo\)ecl in and cleaned me out.

He v::s;’i' the ONLY cheatter, -H\oush. Sore kid
in the ‘>oo| was ac+ua||7 wearing PANTS, and he
stuffed his ?ocke-l's FULL of coins.
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That goVe everyone ELSE +he same idea, and now
kids were $+0-F1[ih3 coins wherever -H\ey COULD.

When it was all over, T think T ended up with
about+three bucksin c}mhse. After the kids cleared
out of the ‘)ool, s -Fisurecl it was a soocl time o
get inthe water and go for a relaxing swim.






T fond a s\m&y spotin +he pool and leaned
against the wall. But then T heard some rustling
in the bushes behind me, and all of a sudden T
was face—to-face with some‘l'Hhs that looked like
it came s+m£3¥\+ from Jurassic Park.

T was out of there so fast, T ac-lwlly SKIPPED

across +\\e water.
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T +old +he |E-Fe3uarcl +there was some kind of
DINOSAUR at the e&se of the \700' and he
heeded o clear everyone out of there before
someohe got HURT.

But the |i-Fe3uarJ didnt even seem fazed. He said
+he giant lizard was Justan IGUANA, and +\\e7’re
all OVER +he resor+. “Then he said that some-times

+he iguanas even like +o 90 fora clip in +the ?°°|'

Well, that c\\ahgecl EVERYTHING for me. M}/
feelihs on gant lizards is that -H\e)/ should be ina
Z00 , hot m'hslihs with us human {)eihss.

T was DONE with the ‘>oo| , 50 T asked Mom if

we could get some lunch.






She -H\ous*ﬁ +hat was a 3005 idea ) and we found
a \7|ace heurby +hat had an outdoor patio.

But the outdoor -H\ihs ended vp beihs a Problem.
First of all, there wemh’+Jus+ igquanas at +his

\)lo\ce. “There were 3eckos, salamanders, and who-

knows-WHAT -else Peekihs out of the bushes.

Al

GTTE o= R
o || s

| | = \NE2

—
i

Ttwasnt Jus+ LIZARDS, erther. There were
SLUGS, 400, and we had +o kee‘) ﬂickihs +hem
of £ the table with our utensils.

“The waiter poured us glasses of warter froma
piicher, but Mom told us all not +o drink .

She said our stomachs aren+ used 4o the microbes
in the water down here , so we needed o 3e+

BOTTLED water instead.
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But Dad said ‘\e’cl be FINE because ‘\e’s +raveled
all over the Place and his stomach could handle
ANY THING.

T wasnt gonna risk it, though. T ordered a can
of soda and PoureJ it into a glass, and T gota

burger and some fries, too.

When our food came, a few birds landed in the
+rees around our table. At first T was OK with
i, because when the birds flew in, the lizards ran
back into the bushes.
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’“\eh a bird that looked like # had an thureJ
|e3 or SOrne‘H\ihs started ‘\o?Pihs around on 'H\e
srouml hear our table.

-l
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But 4 wasall a {)03 TRICK. “The second we
turned our heads 1o look at the bird on the
ground, all the OTHER birds swooped in and
went after our food.
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We chased the birds of £ ) but not before -H\ey
got away with half our food. The ohly +Hh3
+he birds DIDN'T +ouch was our drinks. T+
didn+ matter, ‘H\oush. Some sluss were hel?ihs
-H\emselVes +o m/ soda ) but |uck-17' I noticed
them before T ook a sip-

T H\ous\ﬁ +his Plo\ce was SuWOSeJ o be
PARADISE, but so far it was a NIGHTMARE.

All T wanted +o do was g back +o the room and
STAY +here, but Mom said we were Just getting
started ex‘>|orih3 +he resort. Then Dad said he
wanted +o P back +o the room, too. He said he
wash+ -Feelihs s0 hot and we could all Probably use
some rest after that flight.
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We \\eaclecl back +o our buHihs, but Dad \w:l to
make a pit stop at +the restroom in the |o{>{>7.
Then he had 4o 90 AGAIN in the bathroom
hext 4o the gy ST guess Mom was n's"d'
about the water.

The rest of the c}o\y wash+ much fun for ANY Of
us. When we -(imlly made it back o our sute, Dad
shut himself in the bathroom, and Mom sent me
down to the store to get him some medicine for

his stomach.

But the labels werent in Ehglis}\ ,s0 L got
Nim SOM‘H\ihS that either CURES diarrhea or
CAUSES .
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iMI ESTOMGO'

The medicine didnt seem o work, so we had o
listen +o Dad moaning and groaning all h.‘sh-h

T put ona rovie in my roorm to +r>l and drown out
-H\e Souhcl But my room was open to +\\e ou+sicle,
so 'H\e second I +urned on 'H\e TV, a buhc\\ of
moths flew in and swarmed the screen.







We had o turn of f the television AND all the
lamps in +the surte so the moths would ﬂy back
outside. Me and Rodrick ended vp S\)ehciihs half
+he h@’d’ Just stting +here in the dark.

T was pretty tired anyway, so T figured T'd try
Ho get a good nightt's sleep. But as soonas T got
into bed, the music started up on the Wid Side of
+he resort. And those 9uys ?dr"l'ied all NIGHT.

FELIZ NAVIDAD!
FELIZ NAVIDAD!

:

The crazy -H\ihs is, unhl that point T had
'(-‘orsoﬁeh +hat it was ac+uo\||>/ CHRISTMAS. T
didn+ know where +his vacation was headed, but it
seemed o me that there was nowhere to go but UP.
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We&hes&az
T \arobably could Ve slept for fourteen Nours, but

T was awake at -H\e crack of dawn because of +\\e

racket a bunch of ‘l'ro?ico\l birds were mkihs n'sH
outside m7/ window.

When T gotovt of bed, Mom was dlreo\dy awake.
She said Dad spent all hisH in the bathroom
and that we needed o leave so he could catch vp

on Nis sleeP.

T was Jefwfely ready for a fresh start, so T
puton ry {)crl'}\ihs sut and headed for the door.
But Mom said me and Rodrick needed 4o make our
beds and s+rm'3\\+eh up +he room.
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T reminded Mom that we were on vacation, and
+he maid service would handle that for us. But she
said that we werent gonna live lke ANIMALS

Jus+ because we were on vacation.

T +old Mom that +the best part of beihs on

vacation was )navihs someonre else clean up after

you, but Mom said ‘H\d‘i‘ -H\is week we were gonha
clean vp after OURSELVES. “Then she put +he

“Do Not Disturd” sish on the door so the maid

wouldn 1 even come into the room.
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T asked Mom how we were SUWoseJ to get clean
towels and sheets, and she said we'd wash them in
+\\e bo\-l'\\room sihks, -H\e Same way we were wasHhs
our clothes.

SoMomwasn+ joking around about us doing our own
|o\uhdry. Tnfact, Mnhh)' wasinthe sink scrubbing
a pair of Dad’s underwear, and T'm ‘>re-H7 surehe
was using Rodrick’s toothbrush to doit-

Persomlly, T think the best thing about Staying
ina hotel is getting clean towels and sheets every

Jc\y But Mom said hotels P -I'}\rous}\ a ton of
|auhdv‘>/ Je'l'eraeh-l', and if we reused our towels and

s\\ee-l's . wed be savihs -H\e environment.
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That's when T noticed there were cards all over
+he bathroom that made you feel 3u1+7/ about
askihs for clean stuff.

Please consider your impact
on the environment before

asking for fresh towels.
Do you REALLY
need your
sheets washed?
Using one fewer @ :_

—

sheet of toilet paper
could save a life. |/

Mom said we should all head down o the beach,
but T wanted o hdha back and +ake a shower.
The truth is T wanted 1o take my TIME in
+here " and T knew if she was in the sute " she'd
hassle me about using oo much hot water.
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What was crazy about the shower was that i+ was
comvle'fely open to +he outdoors. T+ +ook a minute

+o 3e+ USED +o ‘H\d‘h because T was worried
someohe rvi3¥\+ Peek over the wall.
ﬁ ﬁf
(f ;
\/
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T guess Hhere are Peovle who are comfortable
being naked right out in the open, but frust re,
T'mnot one of them.

T dont think i¥'s right that youre BORN
naked " because n's*\-l' away 7Iou‘re ‘>u+ N an

emquassiha Srtuation.
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Once T got used to this open-air shower +Hh3,
+\\oush , T was ADDICTED. The shower had
all these different settings, ke "Pulse" and
"MSSdse.“ T 4ried out eVery sihsle ohe, but
“rainfall” was ?robably my favorite.

_— [
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T mustve s+a7e& in there for -Foﬁy—fi‘#e minutes.
\rs”neh I was Johe, I s+e\7\>ecl ot of -H\e shower
and puton my robe. But when T 4ried 4o puton
my n's\ﬁ sli‘>\>er, +here was sor-e‘ﬂxihs blockihs
ry foot.
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T held the sliﬂ)er up and shook i, and a gont
SPIDER Jro\)\)eci out.

This was no ORDINARY sPiJer, though. That
-H\ihs was as {>|'3 as my HAND. When i fell 4o
-H\e ﬂoor‘, I climbecl up on ‘H\e sink so I wash+

on the same level as i.
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Tvehad a -H\ihs about S\Diclers ever since T was
seven years old. Ore summer when T was in our
garage, I found SOrne‘l‘\\ihs n +\\e corner +\m+
looked like a cotton ball, and T PokeJ A with a
broom handle.

Well, i+ wasn+ a cotton ball. T+ was an EGG SAC,
and it was filled with thousands of bc\by SPIDERS.

15

When T started school in the fall, the teacher had
us fill out worksheets where one of the questions
was what we wanted +o be when we grew vp.

EVerfbociy wrote “astronaut and “veterinarian” and
and stuff like that. But not ME.
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What’s your favorite color?

BLUE

What’s your favorite animal?

DVOG

What do you want to be when
you grow up?

EXTERMINATOR

Nowado\ys, whenever T see a sVider, it takes me
n'3¥\+ back +o when T was seven. T don+ even like
READING about sPiclers.

T el you this—f T were one of the characters
in “Charlotte’s Web,” it would Ve been a very
s\\oﬁ book.







T -F:sure& with MY luck, the gant sPic}er on
+\\e {M'H\r‘oom ﬂoor‘ was VENOMOUS I’Ve
read that some sPiJers bite +heir Preys +hen

wrap +hem up so -H\ey can eat them alive, which
does NOT sound like a whole lot of fun.

For some reason, the spider wash+ making a move.
Either ‘ﬂ\oush‘l' rt was co\mou-ndseé on the marble
floor and T couldn+ SEE it, or it was ing to
fisure out what 1o do next, Just like T was.

T +\\ou3h+ about -H\rowihs my s|i‘>‘>er atit, bt T
was hervous 1 m’s)n+ miss and make i+ MAD. Ah&
evenif T DID hit i, the sliP‘)er ?robc\{)ly wouldn +
have done ahy Jamse o this ‘H\ihs.
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T called out for Dad +o come hel\a re, but all
T so’r back was a weak groan from Nis bedroom.
ﬂ\a+’s w\\eh I remmbere& +\\e PHONE. I Jid|ecl

91 , bt T Jus+ 30‘!' some Prerecorcled message.

“The phone had all Hhese other buttons, but rone
of the o?‘ﬁohs were a great it for the stuation
T wasin. So T pressed the one for “Room
Service,” becauvse T -Fiaure& +hat was close ehous\\.

Q[ f

WAKE-UP CALL CONCIERGE ROOM SE

> H (5 JI{q (6 Muﬂ
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A |dd>/ answered, and T +old her about the spicler
problem and how T heeded her +o send someone
QUICK. But either T was +a|kih3 +oo fast or

+here was some |ah3un3e confusion, because all she

ke‘rr o\skihs for was my BREAKFAST order.

oERE
B
5=
(D

|
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EVeh-lely, T gave up and Just ordered scramblled
eggs and a side of bacon. T ‘\ohes-Hy didn+ care

WHAT # ook o get someone 4o come, as long as
'H'\ey come FAST-

When T huhs vp +he P\\ohe , the noise JoHeJ +he
s‘m'der, which ran across +the floor and $+o‘>‘>ecl
right in front of the sink.

Now this +Hh3 was even CLOSER, and T was

oo scared to move.
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T stood frozen for about fifteen mirwtes, barely

brea+\\ih3. Butthenthe P\-.ohe rang, and +he sound
svr\')riseJ e so much T almost lost my balance.

T+ was the room service waiter. He said he had
come to our surte o deliver my food, but there
was a Do Not Disturd” sish on +\\e c}oor, so \\e
4urned around and went back 4o the kitchen.
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T +old him o come BACK 4o +he room and that he
had \Derm'ssioh +o kick down the door if he wanted.

When T )nuhs vp +he P‘\ohe, +he spiJer started
ruhh«'hs around o\saih, and T was worried it was
gonna fisure out where T was and come get me.
T looked around o see if there was dh)"l’\'\ihs T
could use o DEFEND myself ) but the oh|7' ‘H'\ihs

within arm s reach was a glass on +he sink.

T realized that if the sPider' came close ehoush )
T m’s\ﬁ‘ be able +o TRAP #. Sure ehouah , 1 ran
n'3¥\+ behea-l'\\ re. Ahcl w\\eh rt J.J ) I mhaaed
to c}r‘oP the 3|o\ss oh top of .
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The s?icler wrisslecl around inside the 3|ass, bot it
coldnt get OUT. T got down of f the sink real
slow dhcl bdcke& out of +\\e {)d‘l'\\r‘oom, kee\)ihs one
eye on +he sPiJer. But when T 4turned 1o leave, T
smashed n'sH into the WATTER.

All the noise got the sPiJer moVing again, and
it took the glass WITH it. At first T wasn't
worried, because it was still -hfo«ﬂ)ec} inside. Then
it crawled over the DRAIN where the floor
cliwed down a litHe, and that gave it just
ehous}\ space to wiggle OUT.
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’ﬂ\a-l"s when T found out the room service 307/ had
+he same Problem with sPiJers that T did.

T krew it was up o me fo deal with this -H\ihs,
so T 4ried o trap it with the cover for the food.
But the sPicler was zigzagging dll OVER +the
?lace , and i wasn+ easy.







ﬁm“y, T causH' +he sPiJer {)7/ pining it against
the wall. T didn+ really know what to do NEXT,

because the second T lifted the food cover, that
‘H\ihs was gohha be of f and ruhhihs dsdih.

Then T noticed that one of the sPiJer’s |e35 was
s+ickih3 halfway out from under the lid.

T 4ried 1o move the lid +o cover the whole s‘m'cler,
bt T guess T PresseJ +oo hard, because the |e3
fell OFF.

ﬂ\e s?iJer Jro‘)?eci onto the floor, and now it
was soihs NUTS. I was ruhhiha around on my
Fiprtoes, trying to make sure T didn't get BIT.
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Then the sPicler made a HUGE. mstake. T+ climbed
orvto the rim of the Hollet, and T knocked it in

+he bowl with ry slipper and slammed the lid shut.
ﬂ\eh ‘H\e room service 3“)' fihishecl it off.

\

ISO‘H’G say, -H\e-twoofus mJed Pre++7lsood
team. And if T ever DO start that exterminator

business, T m'sh-l' have o look this 9vy vp-
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After my encounter with the s?iJer, T was
Pre'H'y eager Yo get out of the room. T sro\H)eJ
the map of the resort +o find my way +o the
beach, bt T got lost and ended vp at +he wall
that separates the two sides.

T guess T understand w\-\y +\-se7/’& wahha keeP
kids off the other side. But if you ask me, it kind
of seemed like overkill.
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1 started o wonder if -H\e room keys were
ac-lwlly +rackih3 devices. That way, if ahy kids
snuck over, -H\e)/ could put a stop to it

‘. | i

MCP; | gzaPp % 7
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When T got to +he beach, it was PACKED with
famlies. T decided the real reason the wall was
but was o protect +the couples on +he OTHER
side from seeing what was \'\d\)\)evihs on OUR side.

Because if -l'\\ey knew what -H\ey wereinfor, +here’s
no CHANCE +\\e7’& have kids of their own.
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Mom had rented one of those covered cabanas for
our -Famﬂ)l to share. T wasn+t crazy about the idea
of shan’hs a BED with the rest of my fam'ly. But
T talked myself irvto i, because at least T'd be
out of the sun.







I r‘emmberecl -H\e {)eac\\ cabanas from -H\e ViJeo
+\\e7 Playecl on the shutte bus. ﬂ\ey showed some
coU\Dle \mvihs a romantic time wa+cHh3 +he sun set.

Well, my‘be +hat's how i was on the OTHER
side of the resort, but on OURS, rt was a
whole different story.
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Mom +old me and Rodrick she was +akih3 Mahhy
4o the bathroom and that we needed +o s+a>/ in
+the cabana. Mom said she got +the last one and if
we gave it up, somebocly else would grab i+.

Ore of the famlies that was waiting was WAY
overdressed for the beach. T recoshizecl +he older
kid from the Treasure Dive the day before. T
guess hobo&y +old +these people 7/ou're not SuWoseJ
+o wear winter clothes in Nhe-ly-desree weather.

This fanﬂy looked like -H\ey could reo\lly use Some

shade, and T felt kind of 3ui|+7/. So T 4ried not 1o
make eye contact.

PANT, PANT.

21






EVeh‘Iw"y, Mom and Mahhy came back, and Mahhy
ran off to collect seashells.

Mom broke out the sunscreen and started puthing
i on me and Rodrick. T was 3|ncl Dad wasn+
+here, because he always gets mad when Mom does
+\-\ih35 for us that he thinks we should be able +o
do for OURSELVES.

T dc+ud||7l think this is all part of Moms plan.
T -Fisure she doesnt want us o become oo
ih&e‘)ehcleh-l', because then we won+NEED her
later on. T do +think i+ could BACKFIRE on

Mom, though.
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Because if +Hhss kee\a gohg +he way +\\e7're
soihs now, +here’s a sooJ c\\ahce me ahcl Rocln'ck
will 90 off o collese not even khowihs how to cli?

our owh toenails.
ZZ
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Thisis ore of the ways animals are different from
people. Th school T learmed +hat once a bear cub
is about a year and a half old, its mother sends i+
out into the wild 1o take care of itself.

N\
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But human beihss live with +heir parents for
eighteen YEARS before +\\e7're ready to go of f
into the world.

Tf Tmevera parent, Tm gonna be like the
BEARS. First of all, Tmnot gonna s?ehd alot
of time +enc\\ih3 my kids useless information, like

+he ABCs and colors and s\m‘)es.

The second my kid is old ehous% +o cross the
street safely and Place an order o+ a fast-food
restavrant, he's genha be out of the house.

After Mom lathered Rodrick up, she told him he
should goto +he Teen Zone and 'h’y to conhect
with some kids his age.
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T didn+ think Rodrick would be interested, but he
went to check it out. That got Mom all excited,
and she said T should hma out with the tweens,
who were on the beach cloihs d scavenger hunt.

Butitwas Pre-Hy obvious o me thatthe "scaVehser

hont” was renllyJuﬂa beach clenhu‘) in clissuise, and
T didn+ want any PART in that.

When Rodrick lef+ T was SIGJ, becauvse that
meant more room in the cabana for ME. But a

minute later Dad showed up |ookih3 reqlly \»le.
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T -H\ous\'d' he m's\'d' stll be Jealihs with stomach
issves, but it wasn + that. He said when he went

o use the tollet in our room, there was a gant

SPIDER underneath the seat. So T guess we
didn't get rid of i+ afer all

T asked Dad what ‘\a\)?eheé NEXT, and he said
he whacked the s‘m'&er with a bathrobe that was

on the floor. So there goes any charce T'm gonna
wear | HAT -H-\ihs again.

T asked him if he KILLED +he s?icler, and he
said he wasn’t sure. He said +he spider VANISHED
after he hit it.
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Well, Dad’s $+or>/ Pre-l-l'}/ much 3uarah+eecl that T
wouldn+ be using our BATHROOM again, erther.

Luckﬁy, +here was an outdoor shower {>7/ +he \Doo|.

Dad seemed pretty shaken up 57/ what \\d\)\)ehed
with the sPiJer, and Mom said he should lie

down and take a few JeeP brea-ﬂ-\s. ’ﬂ\ad"s wheh
Mdhhy came back with his beach ‘mil, and he
showed Mom what he had collected.

T think Mom was expecting +here 4o be a bunch
of seashells in the bucket, but it was filled +o the
brim with hermit crabs, snails, and all sorts of

OTHER lving things.
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And now these creatures were crawlihs all over our

MATTRESS.

Mom scooped up the critters into the bucket

and +old Mdhh)/ he couldn+ keeP +hese +Hh35 as
PETS, but he didn+ seem +o understand. Then
she ook the bucket down to +the water 4o let
them go.

Mom needed a way o distract Mo\hhy, so she +ook
him down o the Activities Hut o see what kind
of stuff -H\ey had for litHe kids. T wanted 4o do
more than Just lie around in a cabana all dqy, o

T +a%ed alohs with Mom.
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The ore ac-hWry T really had my heart set on was
swimming with dolphins. And the main reason T
wanted 4o do THAT was so T'd have mﬂ\ihs ‘o
rb in Rowley’s face when T got back home.

But the guy at the Activities Hut said that
Swirmming with Jol\:Hhs was really \Da\aular and it
was +o+d||7/ booked. Mom asked if we could sigh up
for the NEXT Jay, but the avy +told her it was
sold out for the whole WEEK.
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’“\d‘l‘ wasn+ 'H\e worst \)ar“l', ei‘l"ner‘. All 'H\e r‘eally
FUN stuff, lke Jet skiihs and Po\ro\saﬂihs, was
ohl/ available on the Wild Side. And all the LAME

activities were on +the Mild Side.

s e e ) e e o B |

"  MILDSIDE

ACTIVITIES

DOLPHIN SWIM BIRD-WATCHING
WINDSURFING SNORKELING
PADDLE BOARDING NATURE WALK

. TURTLE HATCHING BANANA BOAT :

HEEEEERERREEE
But Mom didn+ seem bothered. She sished us up
for TWO activities t +he banana boat and the
Hurtle \'sd‘k‘\ihs.

Mom was ESPECTALLY excited about the banana
boat. She said we could use the picture as our

-Farvily Christrmas card and send it out o everyone
when we got back home.
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T+ seemed like a pretty comy idea to™ME, but T

guess nothing could be as bad as the Christmas
card Rowley’s fanﬂy sent this year.

: HoﬂHoﬂHope your family ° :

- hag : Merrg Chrigtmael .

Mom told me T needed o 9P se'l' Rodrick , SO T
used the map to find my way 1o the Teen Zore.
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Bt Probably could Ve found it WITHOUT a map.

_____________
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Some of the teens were Pldyihs volleyball in the

Pool , and Rodrick was one of them. But the game
was ?aused because one of the girls got her lip

ring stuck in the net, and Rodrick was helping

her ot uh‘h:hsleJ.







:[ +old Rodrick we needed +o 90 bt \\e JiJh’-f
seem to be in any )nurry +o leave. T fiha"y got him
+o come with me, but T Pracﬁcully had o DRAG
Kim away from Nis Volleyball gare.

We me+t everyone else down 57/ +he water, where
+\'\e7/ were getting fitted for life jackets. Mom
gave her camera 4o the vy who was hel\m‘hs
them and asked him o snap a picture when we
passed {)7.

We gotin +he water and climbed aboard the
banana boa+, which was attached o a sPeero:ﬁ'

{)7 a rope. We gave +)ne driver -H\e +)num{>s-u‘>
signal, and we ook of.
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Orrce we lef+ +he shallow water, we started +o Pick
vp sPeeJ. ﬂ\e water was kth of c\\oﬂ:)/, so rt was
hard *\oHihs on. Then we hit a 553 wave, and all
-H\ree of us boys went ﬂy-’hs off. ﬂ\e driver \\aé

+o circle around so we could get back on.

\rspneh we 30+ mvihs dsaih, we went H\rous\\ -H\e
area where -H\e)/ had a water +r‘dm\>o|ihe, and kids
started usihs our banana boat asa TARGET.
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ﬂ\eh one sﬁup& kd |ahJeJ smack in -H\e m’cHle of
our boat and PUNCTURED #.

The banana boat was |osih3 air fast, and the driver
had +o +tow us back +o shore. The vy +hat Mom
gave \\er camera o took a \:o'c-h;re, but I kind of
doubt were gonna use it for our Christmas card.
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After we dried of £, Mom said we should get some

lunch. But the cw\ale from the Plahe had already
+aken our co\bo\m, and ed-lihs outdoors o\sdih

didnt seem like such a 300& idea anyway.

T realized we hadn+ eaten a real meal for 4wo
DAYS, and T didn+ wanna eat o\hyw\-\ere that T
had +o worry about animals aﬁackihs my food.

Dad said we should goto +he Solf clubhouse,
because it was the ohly indoor restaurant on the

resort. EVeryohe seemed o like 'I')ncﬁ' idea , SO
+\\a+’s where we went.
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But when we gotto +he clubhouse, the manager
said -IJney cou|clh’+ serve us. He said -H\e cluH\ouse
had a dress code and that 307/5 had 4o wear
collared shirts and women had 4o wear dresses.

Dad told the manager we didnt HAVE +hose
‘I‘\\ihss . and +\\e manager said ‘H\o\‘f we could
Purc\mse them at the gt s)no?. But Dad said
collared shirts cost fn[‘fy dollars each and +here
was no WAY he was gonna buy four of them just

so we could have lunch.

So we had o find another Place +o eat. Rodrick
wanted +o Jus+ have some hot Joss in the Teen
Zone, but Mom said she wanted o eat lunch as
a FAMILY.
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T was pretty sure -H\e)/ served bursers and fries

atthe Swirn-up bar ot the \)ool , S0 we went there
+o check it out. But T had second 'H\ous\ﬁs about
eating at the pool orwe we ordered. T+ was like
havihs a meal in a bathtub with a bunch of people

you dont know.

And it wnsr\’+\jus+ PEOPLE, either. “There was
ac+ua||7/ a MONKEY siting at +he other end of
+he bar.
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Dad asked -H\e bartender about +\\e mohkey, and
she +old us the whole sad story. She said +this
mohkey used 4o live in a {>53 +ree on the resort with
a bunch of OTHER mhkeys, and he was kind

of like their leader. But then +his YOUNGER
mohkey came along and kicked him out.

The mohkey didn+ have any Place to go, s0 one Jay
he came o the bar, and \’w\’le started {)vyihs Nim
drinks. And he's been coming back every Jay since.

T really didnt know WHAT 40 think after
*\ean'hs a s+or>l ke that.
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Al T knew for sure was that T didn+ feel great
about eating lunch while sitting in mohkey water.

'ﬂ\ere was some sort of bis s?or+s game on 'H\e

TV, and everyone at the bar seemed renlly into
it. But somehow Manny ended vp with the remote
control, and he d'mhseé +he channel o a show
for little kids.

EVeryohe wanted Manny to change the channel
BACK, but when Mo\hhy wants to watch one of
N s}\ows, trust me, Hhere’s hoﬂ\ihs ANYONE
can do about it.
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The ‘>eo‘>|e at the bar were reacly 40 RIOT, so
Mom scooPeJ Mdhhy up and we gotout of there
before 1 even fihis}xe& my {)urger.

Rodrick went back +o the Teen Zone, and Mom
and Dad ook Mo\hhy o +he sute so he could take

a hd?.
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T really didnt want o 90 back +o the room and
risk running into that SPIDER again, so T decided
+o sPehcl Hhe rest of the afternoon in the arcade.

T Nad to make the coins T'd collected in the
Treasure Dive last two and a half hours. But
+here were some kids in the arcade who could've

lasted for DAYS in there without s?ehclihs all of

+heir mohey.

l MUNCHER .

When it started to get dark, T fiqured T
should head back 4o +the room. But T ran into

Mom, Dad, and Mdhhy on the -Foo+‘>a+)n }m#way
between the arcade and our buHihs.
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Mom said we were all gohna go down o a bonfire
on -H\e beach ) and after +\\a+, we were gohha
watch the turtle hatching. But first we needed
+o find RODRICK.

This time we ALL went into the Teen Zone 4o
look for him. B)/ how it was pretty dark, -H\ous\\,
So it wasn+ easy 4o spot him. But when we DID,
T don++hink he was oo thrilled +o see us.

On the way o the beach, Mom told Rodrick this
was a FAMILY vacation, and i+ wasn +the time or

Place for "+eeha3e romance.
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Rodrick said this thing with the girl was
SERIOUS and +\\e7 ?Iahhed to spehd as much
+ime as -H\e)/ could +03e+\\er‘.

I was kind of surPn'seJ, because :[ ‘H\ous%‘l'
Rodrick would be turned of f b}/ +he whole idea of
romangce after s?ehclihs a few &a)/s at the resort.
Who knows? Mdybe one Jo\y he'll be back +o this
place with HIS fam‘ly.

We 3°+ down to the bem\-\, where a bunch of
famiies had 3a+\~\erec} around a bonfire. But the
exPeriehce wasn + fun because of the BUGS. A-I'
first it was the 3m+s, which flew in our eyes
and mouths.
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Then i was the sand fleas, which bit our ankles.
Ahcl 'H\eh rt was -H\e MOSQUITOES A w\\ic\\

were the size of \\urvwvihsbir‘ds.

Whoever came up with the idea of calling +his place
“paradise” mustVe had a good sense of humor.
Back home, human beihss are at the +a\> of the
food chain. But at Tsla de Corales, eVery-H\ihs
eats PEOPLE.







T was Jefihi-l'el)/ r‘eacly to go back +o +he room,
because at least THERE T ohly had +o deal
with ONE {)us. But +hen the nature 3uic}e came
'H\rous% and said anyohe who sisheJ up o see the
turtle hﬂd\ihs needed o follow her o the dunes.

The nature suide exvlnimcl what we were about to
see. She said that a mother turtle Jass a hole in
+he sand dunes and then |a7ls eqgsinit, and a few
months later, the eggs HATCH. Then the bqby
turtles head 4o the ocean.

She showed us a li+He ple of white eggs buried in
+he dures and said there were LOTS of ples just
like this one. She said the Problem was that we
don+ know exactly WHEN +the eggs will hatch.







T+ was DARK out, and T was afraid T was
gonha acdcleh-l'ally step on an egg. So T 4ook a
few s+e\>s back 4o 3e+ out of the wuy, and when
T dd, some+¥\ih3 crunched under my foot.

Luckily, it was just a seashell. But still, my
stomach was in KNOTS.

T'mrnotafanof re‘rh'les in 3ehera| bt T
decided T would make an exce‘rh'oh for turtles.

Let's face i+: The ohly reason we were out there
4o watch the baby turtes hatch was because
-H\ey’re CUTE.
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Trust me, if this was a SNAKE hatching, i+
would be a fotally dif ferent srtuation.

)

>Nl

Just when T was getting rea&y 1o +tell Mom we

should glve vp and 90 back o our room, the eqgs
started ha‘l‘c%ihs one {>7/ one.







EVerybon got reu||>/ excited, but the nature suicle
+old us +o stay quet and getout of the way. She
said the turtles find their way o the ocean by
seeing +he mooh|53¥\+ remqec-ﬁhs on the water.

But eVeryohe i3hored +he nature 30:'&9. and turned
on their cell ?hohes, and the camera l;3h+s made
+he turtles gp every which way.

Mom was reo\lly enthusiastic, because she said we
were withessing +he “miracle of life.” She asked
where Rodrick was, but no one knew. Dad said
+he last time he saw Rodrick, he was in the all

grass in +¥\e Juhes.
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And that's where we found him.

NN ™ N 1772\
That SHOULD'VE been the end of the night,
but i+ wasn+. When we 30+ back +o the room, we
found out that Mariny had pocketed one of the

baby +urtes while no one was |ookih3, s0 Dad had o
bn'hs irall the way back tothe beach to set i+ free.

I
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’ﬂwrsclaz
T guess Mom wash + +oo \\A\)W with the way our

far-ﬂy Vacation was going so far, because after
breakfast she said she was gonna take a "sPn Jay. )

That sounded like a GREAT idea o me, and T
+old Mom T was gonna tag dlohs. Te nlways

wanted to 3e+ a massage, and T fisurecl +his was

my {313 c\\o\hce.
1T )
v

But Mom said she needed time 1o HERSELF and
+he rest of us were on our own. ﬂ\d‘l’ meant WE
had +o watch Mo\hhy.
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Orce Mom lef+, the three of us tried 4o -Fnsure
out what 4o do. Mahhy was oo much +o handle,
so L SUsaesi'eJ we just Jr‘o? him of f atthe
Toddlers' Cabana and let the people who worked
+here deal with him.

Dad liked that idea, because he said he wanted
to getina workout at the gy He +old me and
Rodrick we were resPohsiHe for getting Mnhhy to

+he Toddlers’ Cabana, and +hen he lef+.

The Pa'H-\ Yook us n’s}ﬁ' past +he wall that
squra'l'e& our half from the Wid Side. T guess
some kids were +r>/ih3 Yo geta Peek at what was
over there, but the |ah&sca\>ers put a stop to .
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T asked Rodrick what he +hou3¥\+ was on the
other side, and he said he dlreacly KNEW. He
said some of his friends in the Teen Zone +old

Nim that all SORTS of crazy stff goes on
over there and there's even a beach where Peovle
sunbathe without any clothes on.

He said there's a HOLE in the wall and if you look
-H\rous)n it you can see the other side. But T
knew Rodrick wasJus+ +r7lih3 o trick me, because
he’s +old me this kind of ‘H\ihs BEFORE.
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Ore summer when we were at the town \)ool L he
told me thatif T \Deekeci over this cinderblock

wall, T could see into the ladies’ locker room.

Well, T BELIEVED him, and T 've been +r7/ih3 to
erase that image from my mind ever since.

We broush-i' Mahhy ‘o ‘H\e Toclcuers' Cabana )

and the kids inside were mkih3 puppets. T +od

+he person in c\\arse we were Jro‘)‘)ihs our liHHe
brother off for the Jn)/ and we'd be back later.

The counselor said the ohly requirement for a
dro‘J-oH was that the kid was ‘>o++7l-+raiheJ "
and T +old him that Mdhh)’ WAS.
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But Mahhy must really not have wanted +o make
puppets, because he got Nimself out of .
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Rodrick said T had 4o watch Mahhy by MYSELF,
because he was gonha go check out the activities

in the Teen Zone. But T krew he was just going
there 4o meet up with that g

T was not haﬂ)y that T got stuck with Mdhh)'.
T didn+ want 4o take him +o the beac\-s, because
\-se’d\jus-l' start co||ec+ih3 pets again.

So T ook him o +he Pirate P|q7‘>|ace , which was
a svlas\\ zore for l+He kids.
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Tt was adwlly PERFECT, becavse T could
relax on a lounge chair and kee\) ah eye on Mahhy
while he Plo\yecl. T even ordered a snﬂecl cheese
sandwich and some french fries from a waiter who
came 57/.

But T wasn+able to en joy my meal. Some kids on
+he minature pirate s\\i? -Fisurecl out thatif 'Hwey
blocked one of the water cannons, -H\ey could make
+he other one shoot TWICE as far.
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So T had to move 40 a lounge chair that was
farther away. But when T sat down, T realized
T had lost 4rack of MANNY. T eVeh+ua||7
s‘>o++e<} him in the middle of +he wn&ihs ?ool , all
b}/ himsel{.

T knew T had o 9P in there and 3e+ Nim , but T
really didn+ WANT o. With the nomber of lite
kids in the pool, T knew EXACTLY what was in
+hat water.

When T was ltHe, T used 4o peein +he bo\by Pool
all the TIME. Tn fact, there’s a framed P}\o-l'o of

e in the -Fam'ly room using +he \Dool asa \Do++7/.
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Mom says it's her favorite picture of me, because
:[ look so HAPPY. But I’Ve never +o|cl \\er WHY.

Ore summer, +‘ne7/ put some chemical in the Pool
Fhat turmed green if anyone peed. So that put an
end to THAT.







T needed o -l':asur‘e outa way +o se‘l‘ +o Mahhy
without +ouc¥\ih3 +he water, so T found a raf+
and a \)ool noodle and \ao\cldlecl out o him.

But T ohly made it ‘\al'fway across when a bunch
of ItHe kids decided i+ would be fun +o climb onto
my raf+. T 4ried -Fis\\ﬁhs them of f with the

roodle, but there were Just too MANY of them.







’ﬂ\eh +¥\e>/ +eamed vp ‘o ﬂi\) me OVER.

T got l"\ahhy out of the ‘)ool and then spent
fwenty minutes scrubbing every inch of my {Uody n
+he outdoor shower.

‘ﬁ=- R %ﬁh

But five seconds after T finished drying off,

I was WET asou'h. ﬂ\e kids in +)ne ?ira-l'e SHP
-Fisurecl out that if +)ne7l Plu%eé TWO cannons,
+\\e7 could get sorme SERIOUS range.
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Whie T was erihs of £ a SECOND 4ime, we
{)um?e& into Mom. Ahd after her morhihs atthe

spa, she seemed like a whole new person.

She said that while she was getting Ner massage,
she came up with a GREAT idea for how we could
S\)ehcl time as a '(dhi|7. She booked a private cruise
for all of us, and she said the boat was gohha be
at+he dock in half an hour.
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That wasnt a lot of ime, so we had o split up
o track down Dad and Rodrick. T +old Mom
+hat Dad was at the gym $o she went there +o

se‘l' Hm.

T found Rodrick exnc-Hy where T ex?edeJ o,
and believe me, he owes me for not leting Mom
get to him FIRST.

We met Mom and Dad down at the dock. Dad

wash + +oo hawy with Mom, because aWo\reh-Hy
+his boat cost a lot of money to rent. But Mom
said it was WORTH i, because this cruise was

gonna be the highlight of our trip.

\»pneh I )neo\r +)ne word “cruise," I 'l’)nihk of a
yac\ﬁ' or ot leasta Sou?ed-uP sailboat.
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But +the boat that Mom rented didn+ look like
dhfl‘\\ihs sPedal.

e ?4%

L Il

e it e,

’ﬂxe boat came wi-H\ rts owh ca‘>+o\ih, so 1 guess
+hat was SOME THING. When we goton board,
he handed us all life J'o\cke-l's , and after we put
+hem on, we Pulle& away from the dock.

ﬂ\e first -I')na'hs T noticed was that the boat had
a 3|ass bottom, which T was not comfortable with
atALL.
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“This boat didn't look like i+ was in such great
sha\ae to begin with, so T was worried +the gass

was gonha crack and we were all gonna sink o

the bottom of +he ocean.

Thfact, if Thad 4o guess, Tl bet 50% of all
s\-si?wrecks are glass-bottom boats just like the

one we were on.
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Once we gotouton +he ocean, the capain asked
Mom where she wanted +o g The captain said

+here were some private islands we could explore,

and Mom said we should 9 +o one of THOSE.

But i+ turned out the "\)r.'vwre" islands weren +
rea||7 private, so we didn't bother sticking around.

2o L AP A gk B 111

’ﬂ\e cn‘)‘l’dih sn.'cl +here was a reef heo\rb)/ +\\n+
wash + usually crowded and we could do some

Shorkelihs.

That meant we'd have +o go into +he actual ocean
with all the OTHER stuff Swimming around in
there, so T wasn+in love with the idea. But

hobody else seemed concerned.
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Orxe we gotout to +he reef, the capain JroPPeJ
anchor, and he handed us each a snorkel, a mask,

and some ﬂiﬂ)ers.

T asked if he had any HARPOONS or other
weapons +hat we could use o defend ourselves
from sharks.

He said sharks don+ go rear +he reefs, but T said
Tdbetif -H-\e)/ saw a defenseless fo\m‘ly sPIas\\ihs
around, ‘H‘\e)',cl be "‘“\7\77' +o make an exce‘rh'oh.

He +old us the reason that sharks don+ come near
+he reefs is that the coral is SHARP and +hat
WE shouldn+ touch it erther.
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whole lo+ WORSE.

He said there was a Vre-l-'l'}/ Sood chance we'd see
some stingrays underwater. He said i+ was OK 4o
+ouch their fins but we should kee\) our thumbs
away from their mouths, because -H\e/ can mistake
them for food and bite them clean off.

Then he said +he s-l'ihsra)/s' tails are poisonaus, so
we should ?robably watch out for THOSE, +oo.







The captain wasn+ FINISHED, +}\ou3¥\. He
said there were a bunch of OTHER things we
heeded o look out for. Then he showed us what
eVerrI'\\ihs looked like on a 553 chart.

4 A PELIGRO

'ﬂwere was some scary stuff on that 'H'\ihs , bot i+
wasn + the BIGGEST creatures that freaked me
out, i was the SMALLEST one. And that was
+he BOX JELLYFISH.
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T saw this show called “World’s Most Vernomous
Creatures,” and -ﬂ\ey had +he box \jellyfis% ot
the top of the list. Tf you get stung by one,

your heo\r-r can $+o‘>, and -H\eh 7Iou’re ‘)reHy
much finished.

WORI.D’SMOST VENOMOUS

T told Mom T didn't +hink i+ was worth risking
death Just o see a solcwish in the wild. T think
she could tell T was worried, but she wouldn + let
me off the hook that easy.

She said T Just needed to getin +he water lohg
ehoush +o take one fqm’ly picture and then T
could get back in +he boat.
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Mom still wanted that ?\mo for the Christmas
card, and T could tell she wasn+ gonna take “no’

for an answer.

T 4ld Mom T'd S‘l‘o\y in just |oh3 ehous\\ for
ONE pieture, and if someone BLINKED, that
was just +ou3‘\ luck. She asreeJ , and then we got
in the water one {)7/ one. T was the last person in.
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The captain couldn+ fisure out how +o work Mom's
camera, and he was +akih3 FOREVER.

T rea"y didnt like the feelihs of not khowihs
what was swirvm'hs underneath me, So T ook a
Peek underwater. T'm sla& T did, because i+ was
actually kind of AMAZING. T could see why

W?Ie liked Shorkelihs and scuba Jivihs so much.







A bis school of blue and green fish surrounded
me, and the fish were Jar“h'hs all over the Plo\ce,
changing directions two times a second.

At first T +thought it was COOL, but then
T realized that this is how animals behave when
+\-\e/re +r7lih3 +o avoid a PREDATOR.

T didnt see nhy sharks uhclerwwrer, so T started
scanning the surface for FINS.

The capain -Fimlly fisureci out Mom's camera and
was reo\Jy o take our picture, but T was alreaJy
swimrvihs for ‘H\e boat.
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Just then, a sea horse swam n'3¥\+ in front of
my mask, and i svr\an'secl me. My snorkel Ja'ﬂ:ecl
beneath the surface, and T o\ccicleh-fall)/ +ook a

HUGE 3“'? of water. Ah& I,m 95% sure 'H\cﬁ’ I
swallowed the sea horse alohs WITH #.

7
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Now T was in a full-blown panc. THinkT
right've actually DROWNED if the capain
hadn+ \)ullecl me up info +he boat.

(| I\L o







Orce T was on board, T cous\\ecl vpa lot of

water but no sea horses.

Mom climbed aboard +o find out what was wrong.
She could see T wasn+ |ookih3 o 300&, and she
+old the captain we should 9 back +o the resort
so T could get checked out b}l a doctor. After
eVerybody else climbed in, we headed back.

The ride was reo\lly c)noﬂ))l, and f T hadnt
ALREADY been sick ) 'H\tﬁ‘ woulcl,Ve c}ohe rt.

We made sooJ time, and the ca‘a-l'o\ih Jroﬂ)ed uS
of f at +he dock.
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He had d|reacl>/ called ahead o the resort's
doctor, who was waiting for us. When T +old him
what had ‘\a\apehecl, T +¥\003¥\+ for SURE he
was gonna send me o the nearest \\osPHnl to get
my stomach X—rnyecl.

But he checked me out and said T seemed OK.
Then he told me i+ wasn+ very |ike|7 T swallowed a
sea horse and T'd be Perfecﬂy fire.

T reo\lly didnt like how casual +his vy was be«'ha
about the whole +)nih3. Tn fact, he seemed a lot
more concerned with Mom and Dad than he did
with ME.
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“The doctor +ook a look at them and said i+
looked like +\\e>/ were seasick. Then he gove +hem
each a pill and said -H\ey’d feel better after +\\e7/
got a litle rest.

wav, ¥
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Al T can say is, if ahfﬂ\ihs \mwehs to me later
on, 1 \\O\De -I'\\is doctor knows )ne \\ad a chmce to
DO something about it, but DIDN'T.

Mom and Dad found a few em‘>+>/ |ouh3e chairs b}/
+he POOI , and we sat dowh o rest.
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But +\\eh -H\e Director of Fun came ‘H\r‘ous\\ wH'\\
a conga line, and he tried +o get vs o join.

! Nalo 5
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He couldn++ake a hint, 'H\oush , and ke"rl' circlihs
our area. But he $+0\7\>eé cold when he noticed
something in Mahhy’s poil.







T+ looked o ME like a clear Plas-h'c bas floaﬁhs
in the water. But the Director of Fun lifted the
\7«:\.1 +o +ake a closer look.

T+ turned out it wasn+a Plas-h'c bas atALL. T+
was & JELLYFISH. And not Just ANY
Jellyfis\\, erther. T+ was a BOX Jellyfis\\.

The Director of Fun ran to the nearest |ife3unrd,
who started blowihs her whistle. Then all the
other li-(-‘eguarcls started Howihs THEIRS. And
you have never seen so many people get out of a

?ool so FAST.
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M}/ 'fdmﬂ)’ decided i+ m's\\‘l‘ be o sood idea for us
to get out of there, +oo.

On our way back 4o +the room, we noticed that
Rodrick wasn+ with us. Mom -H\ouah-l' he Probo\H)/
sruck off o hang out with that girl, but when
we went 4o the Teen Zone, he wasn+ there.

That's when we realized hobocly had seen Rodrick
ina WHILE. Tn fact, T didnt remember him
being on the boa+ ride back from the reef. And
nerther did Mom or Dad.
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That meant he was still OUT there.

So we ran back 4o the dock as fast as we could.
Our boat was o\lreo\cl)/ out on anather trip, but
Mom “alked 4o the avy who oPera-reJ +he banana
boat and +old him what haﬂ)ehecl. We climbed on
board the sPeerocrh and he took us 1o the reef.

Sure ehoush , we found Rodrick exac-l'ly where we
lef+ him. He was ALIVE, but he was as red as
a LOBSTER. |
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W*\eh we 30'{' back +o -I'he resort, +\\e doctor
said Rodrick had sun poisoning and needed to
drink lots of water and get some rest. Then he
gave Moma bottle of aloe to helP Rodrick with

Ns burn.

But +he aloe didn'+ really seem to *\el\a Rodrick.
Mom sent Dad o the store 4o find something that
would, and we spent +he rest of the hisH' +dkih3
turns rubbing popsicles on Rodrick’s back.







LA

’ﬂ\e hext morhihs, Dad went out to 3e+ dho+\\er
box of ?ovsicles, and he came back with some
hews. He said -H\e)/ had drained the whole Pool to
find the Jelly{is\\, and +\\e7/ were just starting to
refil i+. But i+ would be three DAYS before i+

was reacl)/ +o use.

T thought it would be smart for us to hide out in
+he suite for the rest of the trip, because ?eo‘>|e
would be |ookih3 forthe -Famﬂy who ruined eVerybody
else’s vacation. But Mom said we weren+ gonna

s?ehd +he rest of our time indoors.
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She told Dad he should +ake Mqhhy +o the Pirate
P|a7?|dce, and she old me o see what activities
were \)lo\hheé inthe Tween Zore.

T didnt really want 1o go back out there, bt T
guess it was better than risking another run-in

with the s‘m'cler.

T went down to the Tween Zone, hoPihs +he
o\c+iVH'7/ m'sh‘l’ be a video gome com‘)t‘H‘Hoh or
something like that. But the counselor was
rouhdihs everyone up fo Play TENNIS.

At first T 'I'\\ous)n-l' about turning around, because
T wasn+in the mood to get all swea-ty.
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Then T remembered that Rowley Plays tennis at
his counvtry club, and T thought i+ mightt be fun
for me +o learn so the 4wo of us could hit some balls
around over the summer.
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The counselor who was organizing +he gome was
named Roclriso ) and \\e +ook us over to +¥\e

‘ennis courts.
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T thought Rodrigo was going o stay and teach
us how to play. But the second we were all through
the gate at the fennis court, he LOCKED #.
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That's when T realized these “activities” were
Jus+ a way ‘o get kids out of +heir queh+s’ hair

for a few "\OUI"S.

The tennis court was a gant CAGE, and we were
{)o\sicq“y in prison for the nexct hour and a half.

And we couldnt even ?lay tennis anyway, because
Ro&n'so didnt leave us with any RACKETS.
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He did leave us with BALLS, +¥\ou3\\ There must
have been three hundred of +them in a basket in
+\\e mddle of +\\e court. A+ -Fir‘s+, kids started
playing cateh, but it didnt take long for it +o
turn into a gant free-for-all.
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T took cover {)7/ +he ferce with some other kids
who didn+ wanna 3e+ K in the face with a tennis
ball. But all +hat did was make us TARGETS.

So we started fish'h'hs BACK. Somebody fisured
out how 1o turn on the ball machine, and we used
i to defend ourselves.
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T'm never on the winning side of this kind of thing,
and T gotta say, it was ac-lwlly a lot of FUN.
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But then eVer7‘+\\|h3 came 1o a screechi ing hal+.

Ore of the kids who was in the conga line +he Jay
before recoshizeJ me and old everyone A was MY

fqr-ﬂy’s fault +\\e7l had 4o drain the pool.
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T ex\)|aihecl to everyohe +hat it was all a {"3
accident and that my ltHe brother Just wanted a
Jelly{is\\ as a pet. But T guess these guys were

mad about the Pool sitvation, and -H\ey were
hawy +o have someone 4o blame.
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T had o gt OUT of there, but the gote was
locked. So the oh|7' way to go over it was to
CLIMB.

Tn F}\ys ed at school, T can+ even getop +he
rock wall -H\ey have in the gy But now that my

life was on the line, T scaled that fence like T
was SPIDER-MAN.
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After T cleared the ferce, T ran 4o the
counselors’ buil&ihs to get *\el\). But Rodn’so was
+o+a||>/ USELESS.

T didn't feel safe outdoors anymore, so T ran
back +o our builclihs.
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EVerybon in my fnm‘ly was in the suite when T

We were kind of in a bad S\>o+. T didnt wanna
leave the room, and Rodrick couldn+ be out in the

sun ahyway.

Mom said mybe we should call of f the trip and
head back home a Jny eo\riy. But Dad said we ‘)o\i&
a lot of money for this +n"> and he refused 4o leave
+he resort until we had at least ONE decent meal.

Nore of us wanted +o eat at an outdoor
restaurant because of the s+u‘>|d birds. Ah& we
couldnt eat at the Solf clubhouse, because we
didnt have the clothes for it.
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Just then, there was a loud crash on the other
side of -H\e room.

The bis surtcase that belohsecl +o somebody else

was s‘>|-'+ open on +he floor. And there were
dothes EVERYWHERE.

Whoever this suitcase belohseJ +o mustVe been a
‘de'ly Just like us, because there were clothes in all
different sizes.

But -H\ey weren + Just beach clothes. There were
also the kind of clothes 7Iou’J wear to church or a

nice restavrant.
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T looked at Dad, and T could tell he was
+\\ihkih3 what T was 'H\ihkihs-' These clothes were
our ticket o getting into +he solf cubhouse.

Mom said she didn+ feel n'3¥\+ about wearing
someone else’s clothes. But Dad said that after we
were Johe usihs -H-\em, we’d ‘mck eVerrH\ihs back
up and make sure Hhe surtcase got o the famﬂy Al
{)elohsed o.

T think that made Mom feel better, so we
started Arying things on. The only person who
couldn+ find dothes that fit was RODRICK.
But Mom said he needed 4o stay covered vp from
+\\e sun o\hywqy, so she gave Hm a robe and a sh'r+

“o PU+ on over rt.







T soH'a say, when we s+e\>\>ecl out of our
btﬁl&ihs, we looked ?re*H}/ SHARP. Rodrick’s
outfit even worked in its own way.

7"7“""""' VYIVYNY Y DY

We walked +oward the clubhouse, and T ke\‘)‘l' my
eyeovt for any tweens who m's\ﬁ recoghize me. But

we m&e rt ‘o +\\e restavrant wi-H\ou-r dhy run-ins.
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THIS Hire, 'H\ey let us in. And T had the best
meal T Ve eaten in my whole life.
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After we finished dessert, none of us really
warrted 4o head back o +the room. So we had a

IHHe fun on the putting green first.
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The truth is, my famﬂy NEVER has a soocl time
+03e+her. Sofora second there T could kind of see
how this -(drvﬂ)/ Vacation +)nih3 i Su\)\DOSeJ o work.

But what Tve learned is that ho-H\ihs 300&

ever LASTS. A security guard drove up to the
putting greenina 3o|f cart, got out, and said we
heeded +o come with him.

When Dad asked him WHY ) +he securi'l'y suard
said that another -farvﬂy at the restavrant had
re\)or+ec} us for wearing +heir CLOTHES.
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Fora secohcl, we Ji&h’i’ know w\\cﬁ o do. ﬂ\eh I
remerbered what T learned back at+he airport—
when Hewcﬂeys getin +rouble, He-meys RUN.

T 30+ inthe driver’s seat of the secun”ry 3u7/'s
solf cart, my far-ﬂy Pﬂe& in, and we took off,
|envih3 +he securHy 3uo\rcl in our dust.

But 4 tums out that a 3o|1"‘ cart makes a |ous7l
3e+nwn7/ car, es‘>ec.'o\||7 if )'ou’re c|iml>ih3 a HILL.

/ﬂ\e securi'l'y suarci caus"d' vp wH’)n us less 'l')nqh
a minute later, and T don++think he even
broke a sweat.
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He made us 9 back +o our room and hand the
surfase over o the famﬂy it belohsed +o. We also
had to return the clothes we were wearing, and T
30++a sa?l, " wasn+ our \Droucles+ moment.
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Persohally, T think the embarrassment should Ve
been Puh«'s‘\meh‘t ENOUGH. But the secur‘i‘ly
3uard said that thef+ isn+ folerated at+he
resort and we had +o \)«ack our bo\ss and leave +the
grounds immediately.

Dad 4ried o exylaih what REALLY \-\o\‘)‘)eheJ,
but this avy wash+ in a listening mood. And once
we had all our stuff Packe&, he drove us o the
airport HIMSELF.

When we gotto +he airport, Dad went o our
airline's customer service desk and told them we

heeded o ﬂy home a Jay early.
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But +he customer service |dJ>/ said that all the
-ﬂush‘ls for the Jay were sold out, and we were
Just gonha have 4o wait unil the NEXT evening
to ﬂy hore.

That was a ‘)roblem, because we didn+ have
dhyw\\er‘e 40 STAY for ‘H\e his\\‘l‘.

Dad called the airport hotel, and -H\ey said there
was oh|7/ one room avalable. So we spent +he last
his\\’r of our vacation in a -th room. And T had

+o share a bed with Ran'ck, who was S'hcky from
PoPside Juce.







Sq‘h;rJaZ
\»ﬂ\eh we woke vp n 'H\e mom'hs, I ﬁgured we

were in for a |oh3 Jo\y. Ouwr ﬂig\ﬁ wash + unil
8:00 P-m-) and there was hO‘l’Hhs ‘o do at
+he airport. But at breakfast, Mom and Dad

surPn'seJ uS.

'ﬂwey said we were gonna go BACK 4o the resort
for the day.

Mom and Dad had talked i over the w3h+ before,
and heither one of them liked the way +Hh35 had
ended. ﬂ\ey decided 'H\ey wanted to have a “do
over” and leave on a Hs\\ note.

Mom said the most important +\~\ih3 was that we

get that farvﬂy picture. She said she knew the
PERFECT S\)o+ on -H\e bench " and as soon as we 3o+
+o the resort we were gonna head s+rais¥\+ there.
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T +\\ou3¥\+ +he whole +\\ih3 was a crazy idea,

because I cliclh'-{' See \\ow we were even gohha 3e+

past the front desk. But Dad said he had a plan,
and he'd tell us what i+ was when we got +here.

We +ook +he free shutte back o +he resort,

and we watched that video again. T realized the
reason eVery-H-\ihs looked so FUN was because -H\e)l
hever showed any actual FAMILIES.

When we got of f the bus, Dad told us his master
\7|ah to sneak orrto the Pro\)er-l-}/. And T gotta
say, " wasn+ really +hat impressive.
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But it actually WORKED. Orce we got past
+he |o{>{>7l, we went to the ?ool area. There wasn+

dh)lohe swimrvihs ) because ‘H\ey were sl fﬂlihs it

We quickly found out where everyohe ELSE was—
down at -H\e bec\ch. But i was so crowJecl, ho one
looked like -H\e)/ were \\avihs any FUN.







Mom warrted 1o get the family picture, but she
didnt want other people in +the shot. So we went
o the sand dunes, where hobocly else would be in
the background.

But that's where we ran into Rodrick’s girifriend.

T feht kind of BAD for Rodrick, ESPECIALLY
after Mom asked +he girl o take our picture with

\-\er camera.







T'mnot sure we're gonna be able +o use the "A\o+o
as our Christmas card anyway, since Mom uswlly
likes everyone fo be SMILING in those.

After the fanﬂy picture was out of the way,
we werrt back down 4o the beach. Rodrick was
St;lkihs, but -H\e rest of us *mcl FUN.
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We worked up an a\a\:eﬁ‘re, and we were reacly

o eat. The Problem was, the secun'-ly suard had
“aken our room ke?/s when he kicked us out of the
resort. So we couldn + aduqll)/ PAY for dh)fﬂ\ihs.

A farvily in one of the cabanas had some lef+over
pizza and fries. So we used what we learned from
+he birds and \weIPec} ourselves +o some food.

After that, Dad said we needed to start }\eaclihg
back. Mom wanted +o geta few more pictures at
+he sand dunes before we left, so we went there.
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But T +hink we ?ushed our luck, because we ran
into some OTHER PeoPle we knew.

S\ dr/r
The second +that fam’ly Saw U, +\\e7l ran off, and
T krew ‘l'\\e)/ were gohha rePoH' us o securi‘fy. So

we left the scene as fast as we could.

T dont know where the REST of my fo\m‘ly
went, but T headed toward the BEACH. T
-Fisuretl +here were so many ‘Jeovle +here, T could
Just blend in. But when T saw a security suarJ
runhing toward me, T PANICKED.
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I ran into +\\e water o\hcl Swam to -H\e area w\\ere

+he windsurfers were. T had no idea how +o USE
one of +\\05e +Hh35 f but I ‘ﬂ\ous\ﬁ it was my
oh|>' shot at escaping.

T goton +he board, then ‘)u||ed +he sail vp
out of the water. And as soon as the sail was
vpright, T started MOVING.

T found out the way to steer the -H\ihs was by
pulling on the b'S handle +hat ran across the sail.
T fisureé as long as T was headed AWAY from
+he beach, T was Joihs OK.
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Thena bcs gust of wind caus\ﬁ' +he sal, and T
didn+ have enough strength 1o steer i+ the way
T wanted it 4o 9o T was movihs FAST and

\)ickihs vp s?eed.

U\) o\\\eo\d ) +\\ere were some {)uoys +\m+ marked a
roPeJ-o” area of the water. T ‘)ullecl back on

+he handle with all my m'sH', bt T couldnt avoid
the ropes.

T guess there mustve been a fin on the bottom of

+he wthSurfer, because SOrne'i'\\ihs 301' caus}\'l' on
a rope. And when i did, the whole -I')na'hs tited
over and S\alashecl into the water.
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T +ried +o stand the sal back vp, but it
was \\arcl () Jo tin -H\e c}w\)\))l water. ’ﬂ\eh
something brushed b/ my LEG, and TFROZE.

“Two seconds later a FIN aﬂ)eqr‘erl, and then
another, and another. T was com\:|e+e|7
surrounded ) and I 1‘\\003‘\+ I was about o
become lunch for a school of sharks.
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That's when T realized T was in the DOLPHIN
enclosure. T was so ‘\A\)Wl that T forso-l' all
sboot how T got Hhere.

But when a secur‘i-ry boat Pulled up alohssiJe me, it
brought me back +o reql.

iF'ARA JUSTO
DONDE ESTAS!

T gave up on wthSUrfihs and swam for shore.
But the beach was a lot less CROWDED +han T
remembered it beihs a few mnutes before.
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T found ot WHY when T got there. T'd
dcciJeh-fall)/ crossed over o the WILD SIDE.
And those 9uys didn+ look 400 h“\’\’)’ +o see a kid
with a camera on their Pn\m-fe beach.

Now securHy suo\rcls were coming at me from eVery
direction, and T hightaled it out of there. T+
wasn’+Jus+ the secun'+7 suarcls who were after
me, though. T+ was the SUNBATHERS, oo,

%ﬁ‘%mf;., Vinivt o WYV WYIRMIWIA YHY
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T sPrthrecl across the sand into the Pool area,
which looked a lot like the one on OUR side, ohly
+he \700| had WATER in 4.

Thada \mck of Peo\ale n’s\ﬁ' behind me. So T
Jurn\)ecl over a stone wall and +ook cover in a
duster of bushes.

When T Fushe& +)nrou3¥\ 1o the other side ) T
'H\ous)n-l' T was in the clear. But then T came
smack up against +he WALL.
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There was a HOLE in +his part of +the wall,
and you'J never believe who was on the other side
of it.

T got my fam’ly’s atention and told them T
needed \\el\a.
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’“\eh I PU+ my fihser‘s n -H\e ‘\ole “o +r>/ ‘o Pull
the board loose. Dad pushed from the other side,
and the wall ac+ua||7/ oPeheJ a crack. But it wasn+
’053 ehoush for me o squeeze -H\rous%.

T could hear the security SuarJS on their walkie-
talkies right on the other side of the bushes,

and T krew it was Justa matter of SECONDS
before -H\ey found me.

So T tried c||'m{>ih3 UP +he wall, but T couldn+
geta foothold. Then T saw Rodrick’'s HEAD Pop
over the +o‘>. He reached out his hand , and T
Jum?ecl to srab it. He started +o haul me vp, and
T ‘H'\oush‘r T m'sH 4c+uo\||7/ make it.

But thena seVeh-le%eJ SPIDER crawled out of
Rodrick’s bathrobe and down my arm, and T lost

my sn'v.
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W\\eh I H‘l‘ -H\e sr‘oth 5 1 ‘H\ous\'d' 1 was done
for. But then the section of the wall T was
+r7lih3 Yo get over came cras\\ihs DOWN. T
was |uck7/ T didn+ get crushed {>7/ the $+am?e<le
pouring in from the Mid Side.







We ook aJVah'hase of all the confusion and made
our way +o +¥\e exit. ’ﬂ\ere was a securHy station
at the side of the resort, and the only reason we
were able to slip past +he suo\rJS was because of all
+he craziness going oh over at +he Wild Side pool.

Orxce we were of £ the ?ro?er-t)/, we ﬂc\s@ed down a
cab and asked the driver to take us o the ou'r‘>or‘+.

We hit some turbulence on the -ﬁish'l' back, but
after eVery-ths ELSE we'd been +)nrou3h ,a

l+He rous\\ air didn+ even faze me.
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Suhdaz
I+’s been a few Jays since we made it back \\ome,
and Mom's alrea&y workihs on the P\\o+o album. And

from the pictures, 7/ou’J +hink we had a great time.

But any charxe of us ever 90ing BACK +o the
resort is com‘>|e+e|7/ gore. T went on the website
+o show Row|e7l where T spent my Christmas
vacation, and there was a bis picture of my -deﬂ)l
on the home page-

T couldn+ read the words that went with it, but
T \are++7/ sure T got +he seheral idea.

Pdngase en contacto con Isla de Corales si conoce la
identidad de las personas en la foto de arriba.
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Greg Heffley and his family are getting out of town.

With the cold weather and the stress of the approaching heliday
season, the Heffleys decide to escape to a tropical island resort
for some much-needed rest and relaxatien. A few days in
paradise should do wonders for Greg and his frazzled family.

But the HeHleys soon discover that paradise isn't everything
it's cracked up to be. Sun poisoning, stomach troubles, and
venomous critters all threaten to ruin the family's vacation. Can
their trip be saved, or will this island getaway end in disaster?
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