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INTRODUGTION

n the second millennium B.C., while the Elam nation was developing
a civilization alongside Babylon, Indo-European invaders gave their
name to the immense Iranian plateau where they settled. The word
“Iran” was derived from “Ayryana Vaejo,” which means “the origin of
the Aryans” These people were semi-nomads whose descendants
were the Medes and the Persians. The Medes founded the first Iranian
nation in the seventh century B.C,; it was later destroyed by Cyrus the
Great. He established what became one of the largest empires of the
ancient world, the Persian Empire, in the sixth century B.C. Iran was
referred to as Persia — its Greek name — until 1935 when Reza Shah, the
father of the last Shah of Iran, asked everyone to call the country Iran.

Iran was rich. Because of its wealth and its geographic location, 1t
invited attacks: From Alexander the Great, from its Arab neighbors to the
west, from Turkish and Mongolian conquerors, Iran was often subject to
foreign domination. Yet the Persian language and culture withstood
these invasions. The invaders assimilated into this strong culture, and in
some ways they became Iranians themselves.

In the twentieth century, Iran entered a new phase. Reza Shah decid-
ed to modernize and westernize the country, but meanwhile a fresh
source of wealth was discovered: oil. And with the oil came another inva-
sion. The West, particularly Creat Britain, wielded a strong influence on
the Iranian economy. During the Second World War, the Briush, Soviets,
and Americans asked Reza Shah to ally himself with them against
GCermany. But Reza Shah. who sympathized with the Germans, declared
[ran a neutral zone. So the Allies invaded and occupied Iran. Reza Shah
was sent into exile and was succeeded by his son, Mohammad Reza

Pahlavi, who was known simply as the Shah.



In 1951, Mohammed Mossadeq, then prime minister of Iran, national-
ized the oil industry. In retaliation, Great Britain organized an embargo
on all exports of oil from Iran. In 1953, the CIA, with the help of British
intelligence, organized a coup against him. Mossadeq was overthrown
and the Shah, who had earlier escaped from the country, returned to
power. The Shah stayed on the throne until 1979, when he fled Iran to
escape the Islamic revolution.

Since then, this old and great civilization has been discussed mostly in
connection with fundamentalism, fanaticism, and terrorism. As an Iranian
who has lived more than half of my life in Iran, I know that this image 1s
far from the truth. This is why writing Persepolis was so important to me.
I believe that an entire nation should not be judged by the wrongdoings
of a few extremists. I also don’t want those Iranians who lost their lives
in prisons defending freedom, who died in the war against Iraq, who suf-
fered under various repressive regimes, or who were forced to leave their
families and flee their homeland to be forgotten.

One can forgive but one should never forget.

Marjane Satrapi
Paris, September 2002
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<3 THE VEIL

THIS 16 ME WHEN | \WAS 10
VEARS OLD. THIS WAS IN 4950,

AMD THIS IS A CLASS PHOTO, I'M SITTING 0N THE FAR LEFT SO
YOU DON'T SEE ME. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLNAZ, MAHSHID,
NARINE, MINNA,

M 4339 A REVOLUTION TOOK PLACE. IT Was THEN CAME A4980: THE YEAR IT BECAME
LATER CALLED "THE ISLAMIC RENVOLUTION™, OBLIGATORY TO WEAR THE VEIL AT SCHOOL.

EXELUTION 1M
THE HAME OF




AND ALSO BECAUSE THE YEAR BEFORE, IN 4939, | | WHERE BOYS AND GIRLS WERE TOGETHER.
WE WERE IN & FRENCH NOM-RELIGIOUS SCHOOL.

THEY ARE svMBILS
OF CAPITALISMN.
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THIS IS CALLED A
ACULTURAL REVOLUTION ™

AND THAT
MAS THAT
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EVERYWHERE IN THE STREETS THERE WERE PEMONSTRATIONS FOR. AND AGAINST THE VEIL.

AT ONE OF THE PEMOMNSTRATIONS, A GERMAN | Was REALLY PROUD OF HER, HER PHOTO WAS T
JOURMNALIST TO0K A PHOTO OF MY MOTHER. FPUBLISHED IM ALL THE EUROPEAN MEWSPAFEES.,

ARD EVEM IN ONE MAGAZIHE IN IRAM.
MY MOTHER Was REALLY SCARED.

DON'T
WORRY
DARLING.
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| REALLY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK ABOUT THE
VEIL. DEEF DOWH | WAS VERY EELIGIOUS BUT AS A
FAMILY WE WERE VERY MODERMN AND AVANT-GARDE,

I WaS BOEH WITH EELIGIOM.,

| WAMTED TO BE A PROPHET..

QLR mMall
DID HOT EAT
WITH UsS,

BECAUSE ‘

BECAUSE MY FATHER
HAD A CapilLac.

AMD, ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE
MY GRANDMOTHER'S KNEES
ALWAYS ACHED.

COME HERE MARII
HELP ME TO STAND P,

DOm"T WORRY,
SO0M WL WOM'T
HAVE AR MORE
P, wOULL SEE.




I HAD A HOLY BOOK.,

LIKE ALL MY PREDECESSORS THE FIRST THREE RULES CAME FROM FARATHUSTEA. HE WAS
THE FIRST PROPHET 1N MY COUNTRY BEFORE THE ARAB INVASION.

—
YOU MUST BASE
EVERNTHIMG ON

THESE THREE RULES:

BEHAVE WELL,

=

| ALSQ WANTED US TO CELEBRATE THE TRARITIONAL
ZARATHUSTRIAN HOLIDAYS. LIKE THE FIRE CEREMONY,

BEFORE THE PERSIAN NEW YEAR, NOROUZ,
OM MARCH 2457, THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING.

OMLY MY GRANDMOTHER KNEW ABOUT MY BODK.,

RULE HUMBER <l¥: EVERY-
BODY SHOULD HAVE A CAR.

L

RLULE HUMBER SEVER; ALL MAIDS SHlLD
EAT AT THE TABLE WWITH THE OTHERS,

4L
RULE MUMBER EKGHT: MO OLD PER-
SOm SHOULD HAVE T0 SUFFER .

N -

N THAT CASE,
FLL BE YOUR FIRST
DISCIPLE..

BUT TELL ME HOW YOLUFLL AREAMGE
FOR, OLD PEOPLE MOT TO SUFFER?

IT WiLL # e
FORBIDDEN.




EVERY MHIGHT | HAD A BlG DISCUSSION WITH GOD.

YES YOU ARE,
CELESTIAL LIGHT,
YOU ARE MY
CHOICE, MY LAST

GOD, GIVE ME
SOME MORE TIME,
| At BHOT QUITE

READY YET.

AND MY BEST

EXCEPT FOR MY GRANDMITHER | WaAS
CRVIDUCLY THE OMLY OME WHD BELIEVED
I YSELF.

WHAT DO Y00
WANT TO BE WHEN
YoU GROW 7

o PARENTS WERE CALLED B BY THE TEADER

YOUR CHILD 15
HETURBED, SHE WANTS
TO BECOME A PROPHET.
f — -...:| i' : 1
i P I




NOMETHELESS, MY PARENTS
WERE FUEZLED,

(1 wanT To BE & DEE"I'BR.,_;)

THOUGHT THAT...

YOU WANT TO
BE A DOCTOR?
|

| FELT QUILTY TOWARDS GOD.

il

THAT'S FIMNE MY
LOVE., THAT 'S FINE.,
72

&




THE YEAR OF THE REVOLUTION | HAD TO TAKE ACTION, <0 | PUT
MY PROPHETIC DESTINY ASIDE FOR A WHILE.

TODAY MY MAME IS CHE GUEVARA
o ross AT TWAT TVBE TROTSKE
] .-"'T::-:‘

(L= ' -.*,

THE REVOLUTION IS
LIKE A BICYCOLE . WHEN
THE WHEELS DON'T
TURH, IT FALLS.
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“"AFTER A LOMNG SLEEP OF 1500 YEARS, THE REVOLUTION HAS FINALLY AWAKEMNED THE PEOPLE."”

“2800 YEARS OF TYRANMY AND SUBMISSION® A4S MY FATHER SalD.

FIRST OUR OWHN EMPERORS,

FOLLOWED BY THE MONGOLIAMN INVASION FROM —~— Ny .f'
THE EAST. : A

11
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| KMEW EVERYTHIMG ABOUT ABOUT FIDEL CASTRO,
THE CHILDREN OF PALESTINE.
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ABOUT THE YOUMS VIETHAMESE ABOUT THE REVOLUTIONARIES OF MY COUNTRY... [
KILLED BY THE AMERICAMS. |

BUT MY FAVORITE WAS A COMIC BODK ENTITLED IN MY BOODK YOU COULD SEE MARY, AND DESCARTES.
"DLALECTIC MATERIALISM

THE MATERIAL WORLD
DOESH'T EXIST, IT'S
OMLY & REFLECTION OF

OUR. OaM IMAGINATION., { £AYE YoU :||
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YOU SEE THIS STOME IM MY HAND
T DOESH'T EXIST SIMCE 1T S OMLY

(vau MEAN THAT EVEN THOUGH

IN YOUR IMAGINATION?

OUCH! WHAT ARE
VOU DOING, KARL, YOU
BROKE MY SKULL!

IT WAS FUNNY
TO SEE HOW MUCH
MARY AMD GOD LOOKED
LIKE EACH OTHER.
THOUGH MARX 'S HAIR,
WAS A BIT CURLIEER.

m

r‘ .,
Ir3

YoU THINK |
LODK LIKE pARY? ‘

LET'S TALK ABOUT
SOMETHING ELSE.

S0 YOU BONT WANT TO
BE A PROPHET AMYMORE?

L/
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TOMORROW THERE wWiLl BE

AR0T PEMOMNSTRATION.
g DON'T YOU

THIME | LOOK LIKE
CHE GUENVARA?

CEBWVICLUISLY! \WE
CAN'T LET THIHNSS
LIKE THAT HAPFEM.,

MAYBE I'LL BE
EVER BETTER AS

FIDEL CASTRD !

s | WANT TO COME WITH
WOU TOMOEROW!

A&



IT IS VERY PANGERIUS,

THEY SHOOT PEOPLE!

TO DEMONSTRATE
OM THE STREET!
| &AM SICK AMD
TIRED OF DOING IT
I THE GARDEN,

FOR & REVOLUTION TO SUCCEED,
THE EMTIEE POPULATION
MUST SUPPORT IT.

00 C IPATE LATER ON,

o)
AF

COME ON,
YOU'RE GOING
TO BED NOW,

1%



= THE WATER
au Sl «« CELL

g

e —

MY PARENTS DEMONSTEATED EVERY DAY,

)’ DOWN WITH
~ THEKING!

&

THINGS STARTED TO DEGENERATE.
THE ARMY SHOT AT THEM.

AFTER MARCHING AMD THEOWING STOHES ALL DAY, BY EVEMING

v VEM IM THEIR HEADS.
THEY HAD ACHES ALL OVEE, EVE E EADS MONOPOLY! | CAN'T

BELIEVE IT. HA Ha!

—_—
= 111 ——

= ==
HEY MOM, DAD DARLING, WE
LET'S PLAY g ARE TIRED, HH '..4
MOMOPOLY. —

s L
B )
I
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COME SIT 0N MY LAP,
ILL TRY TO EXPLAIM

' IT TO YOU.
*,
F f—\ \
[ 85 FOR ME, | LOVE THE KING,
W

HE WAS CHOSEN BY a0D.

MY TEACHER AND
GOD HIMSELF,
‘ D

r Ok DD HE DD S0 IT'S WRITTEN
NOT ﬂ_r-dDﬂ'EE OM THE FIRST PAGE OF
THE KiNG, QUR SCHIOLBOOK.

W

| THE TRUTH IS THAT 50 YEARS AU THE FATHER CF THE SHaH, WHO WAS 4 SOLDIER, ORGANIZED A

| PUTSCH TO OVERTHROW THE EMPEROR. AND INSTALL A REPUBLIC.

T 15 GOP'S WILL,
WE WiILL EEACH THE

CAPITAL 1N 49 Davs,
AMD EVEN IF

HE ISH'T, “WHAT
CAM STOP US?

A9



AT THE TIME THE REFUBLICAN IDEAL WAS POPULAR 1N THE REGION BUT EVERYBEODY INTERFPEETED IT
IN HIS 0WH way,

GANDHI I MDA | ATATURK IM TURKEY

THE HIKDUS
AND THE MUSLIMS
MUIST MAKE PEACE
TO OVEETHEDW
THE BRITISH.

WE, THE TURKS,
ARE SECULAR
WESTERNERS.
FOR PROOF, LOOK AT
MY GREEM EYES.

S0 THE FATHER OF THE SHAH BUT HE WASN'T L HOE WAS HE A
WANTED TO D) THE SAME. EDUCATED LIKE GAMNDHI, LEADER OF MEM
WHD WAS A LAWYER,.. LIKE ATATURK, \WHO
; WAS A GEMERAL.

HE WAS AN ILLITERATE LOW-RARKING A BLESSING FOR THE VERY INFLUENTIAL BEITISH WHO S00M
CFEICER . LEARMED OF HIS PROTECTS.

THE COUNTEY 15 RICH!

AND THE BOLSHEVIKS
AFE MEAE.

WHAT'S THAT 40L-
DIER'S MAME AGAINT

REZF A WE SHIULD
GO MEET MM,

IMAMEATELY ! PERSIA
IS FULL OF oIl

0



WELL REZA SHI- WHEN YOU ARE EMPEROR, EMPEROR, ME?
NIMG YOUR Ef:auTs? YOUR SECRETARY OF STATE

wWill SHINE THEM FOR YOU. BUT OF COURSE,
MY FRIEND. IT”S

MUCH BETTER THAM
BEIMNG PRESIDEMNT.

BUT THERE ALREADRY YOU WiILL HAVE
IS &M EMPEROR! EVERY THIMNG.

| WANT TO CREATE POWER, SHCE AND EVEM MORE.,
A REPUSBLIC. : SHIMEES... ANYTHING voU
- WANT IN CASH!

THE RELIGIDUS LEADERS

ARE AGAINST IT AND THEY'RE
RIGHT, A VAST COUNTRY LIKE

YOURS MEEDS A HOLY SYMEOL.

[ AND THAT'S |
HOwW HE BE-
CAME ¥IMG AND
HATURALLY HIS
SO0M SUCCEEDED
HiM, GO HAS

| wHaT DO | NOTHING

5 WHATSOEVER
\__HAVE TO DOY TO DO WITH

[HJE STORY. y
—

YOU TUST
@GIVE Us THE
Ol AMD WE'LL
TAKE CARE OF
THE EEST.

241



GH
TO UNDERSTAND CERTAIN
THINGS. YOU SHOULD KMOW...

THE EMPERGE THAT WHAT DO You
WAS OVERTHRIWH WaS MEAN, THAT'S NOT
GRANDPA'S FATHER, YES, AMONG THE QUESTION?

OTHERS. BUT THAT'S
MOT THE QUESTION,




AT THE TIME,YOUR.
GEAMDPA WAS &
YWOUNG MaM AMD
THE FATHER OF
THE SHAH COMFIS-
CATED EVERY=
THING HE OWMED,

AND SINCE HIS EMTOURAGE WAS
UNEDUCATED, YOUR GRAMNDPA
WAS NAMED PRIME MINISTER.

AS OF TODAY YOU ARE
MY PRIME MINISTER..

Jfr_}ll' f:ﬂ;( L i'}'- .

DOM'T FORGET
THE TILES IN
THE BATHREOOM.

GO RIGHT AHEAD,
DOMN'T LET AMY-
THING STOP YOU.

HE HAD STUDIED IM EURCPE. HE
WAS A VERY CULTIVATED MAN,
HE HAD EVEH EEAD MARK.

YOU'RE PLEASED,
AREN'T YOU? w0 HAVE
DIPLOMAS, THEY HAVE

To BE PUT To USE.

THE WORKERS! HOW
CAN HE BELIEVE THAT
THE RABBLE CAN RULET

ONCE HE WAS SIDETRACKED FROM
HIS PRINCELY DESTIMY, HE BEGAN
TO MEET INTELLECTUALS,

THE BOLSHEVIKS MAKE MIRACLES,

THE EMPEROR OF FPERSIA
IS NOT REZTA SHAH BLUT
THE KING OF EMGLAND.

WHEN | WAS PRINCE,
ALL OF THIS SEEMED

50 HE BECAME 4 COMMUMIST.

IT HISGUSTS ME THAT PEOPLE

SO DISTANT.

ARE COMDEMMED TO A BLEAK

THE PROBLEM OF QUR
COUNMTRY: OMNLY A PRINCE
CAM ALLOW HIMSELF TO
HAVE A CORSCIEMCE. ,

FUTURE BY THEIR s0CIAL CLAGS,
LOMG LIVE LEMIM.

THAT IS EEALLY

2%



S0 HE WAS OFTEM
SENT TO FRISOM,

| REMEMBER. WHEN |
WaS A SMALL GIEL...

SOMETIMES THEY PUT HIM IN A CELL
FILLED WITH WATEE FOR HOURS |

D EVERY TIME THERE WAS A KNOCK OM THE DOOE | THOUGHT
THEY WERE COMING TO TAKE MY FATHER TO PEISOM.

HELLO! IS YOUR
MOTHER THERE?

DARDY,
CAN I RIDE

* STOF T,
HE 1% TIRED.
| ]
(G'F COURSE YU CAM.
—
: (=)
™

24




GIODYAP! THE PODR. Man !l
_ \ PRISON HAD
GIDDYAP. DESTROYED HIS
HEALTH. HE HAD
EHEUMATISM,

ALL HIS LIFE HE
WAS N PAIM.

COME OM. THAT
TIME IS PAST.

| WANT TO

DO YOU WANT TU TAKE A BATH.

E G'}"' PLAY MONOPOLY?

-
—
-

WE CAN PLAY AFTER YOUR
BATH IF YOU WANT TO.

MO | WANT TO
TAKE A REALLY
LOMG BATH.

THAT MNIGHT | STAYED A VERY LONG TIME IN THE BATH. | WANTED
TO KMOW WHAT IT FELT LIKE TO BE IN A CELL FILLED WITH WATER.

WHAT ARE
You DOINGT

L5

MY HAMDS WERE WRINKLED
WHEM | CAME QUT, LIKE
GRAMDPA™S,




ig4s PERSEPOLIS

OME DAY AFTER. SCHOOL...

[Ew-'.'rm:-ﬁ'-f, THAT GRANDPA HAD BEEN IN PRISON

HI, MOM, J
HI. GO AND LOOK IN Tuj

GUEST ROOM, THERE'S
A SUEPRISE FOR YoU.

THE SHAH'S FATHER
TOOK EVERYTHING WE OWHED,
| LINED IM POVERTY.

N, P 0K, AS YU SaY,
IT WAS VERY HARD FOR ME
BUT ALSD FOR YOUR MOTHER
AND FOR YOUR UNCLES.

IT MUST HAVE BEEM
VERY HARD OM WOU.

wHﬂ.T? WL MEAR YOL
WERE POOR TOOT

OM, YES. S0 POOR THAT WE HAD ONLY BREAD TO EAT. | \WAS 60 ASHAMED THAT | PRETENMDED TO COCK
S0 THAT THE MEIGHBORS WOULDN'T NOTICE AMY THING.

; COME OM! SHE 1S TUST
MMM MOM 15 CO0KING BOILING WATER &ﬁAIH.}
SOMETHING GOOE!

o 2@
)

e



TO SURNIVE | TOOK IN
SEWING AMND WITH LEFTOVER,
MATERIAL, | MADE CLOTHES
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.

LO0K HOW WELL DRESSED
WE ALL ARE IM THIS PHOTO.

| aM THE LIGHT OF THE ARYAMS,

| WILL MAKE THIS COUNTRY

THE MOST MODERM OF ALL TIME.

QURE PEQOPLE WILL REGAIM
THEIR. SPLEMNDOE.

1%

WHY IBH'T GRAMDPA
THERE? WAS HE IN PRISON?

YES, THE FATHER OF THE SHAH
WAS NERY TOUGH BUT HIS
SO0H WAS TEM TIMES WORSE,

YOU KNOW, MY CHILD, SINCE THE DAWHN OF TIME, DYMASTIES HAVE
*E.UtIE.EDEE? EACH OTHER BUT THE KINGS ALWAYS KEPT THEIR

PROMISES, THE SHAH KEPT HOME; | REMEMBER THE DAY HE WAS
CROWHMED. HE SAID:



HE EVEM WENT T0 THE GRAVE OF CYRUS THE GREAT, WHD RULED CVER THE ANCIENT WORLD.

(cvRUS, REST IN PEACE, WE ARE LODKING AFTER PERSIA,

XY
,;?

.'.-)‘ﬁ’

)

@

ALL THE COUNTRY'S MONEY WEHNT INTO RIDICULOUS CELEBRA-
TIONS OF THE 2500 YEARS OF DYRASTY AMD OTHER FEIVOLITIES...

ALl OF THIS TO IMPRESS HEADS (OF STATE; THE POPULATION
COULDN'T HAVE CARED LESS.

=
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| AM S0 HAPPY THAT THERE IS
FIMALLY A EEVOLUTION BECALSE
THE SHAH...

28

WHY THE PEOPLE

ARE REVOLTING.




TO WAIT FOR.

E.fwﬁ DAUGHTER SEYS SHE 15 HUNGRY! Q’t{h o PHDTG-
WELL, SHE HAS 7 ;
' o J -

MY FATHER HAD GOME TO TAKE SOME
PHOTOS OF THE DEMONSTRATIOM
BUT THIS TIME HE WAS VERY LATE.

HE TOOK PHOTOS EVERY DAY, IT WAS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN. HE HAD EVEN BEEM ARRESTED ONCE
BUT ESCAPED AT THE LAST MINUTE.

9






TODAY | WENT TO REY PEOPLE CAME QUT CARRYING THE BODY OF A YOUNG MAN KILLED
HOSPITAL WITH MY CAMERA, BY THE AEMY. HE WAS HOMORED LIKE A MAETYR. & CROWD

GATHERED TO TAKE HIM TO THE BAHESHTE ZAHRA CEMETERY.

THEM THERE Was ANOTHER CADAVER, AN OLD MAN CAREIED OUT OM A STRETCHER . THOSE WHO

DIDN'T FOLLOW THE FIRST ONE WENT OVER TO THE OLD MaN, SHOUTING REVOLUTIONARY SLOGANS
AND CALLIMG HIM A HERO.

WELL, | WAS TAKING MY PHOTOS WHEM | NOTICED
AM OLP WOMAN NEXT T0 ME. | UNDERSTOOD
THAT SHE WAS THE WIDOW 0F THE VICTIM, | HAD
SEEMN HER, LEAVE THE HOSPITAL WITH THE BODY.

J.:iR.E- YL &J

= ROYALIST?

”"-'-’; BUT MY
HUSBAND DIED
OF CAMCEE....

&TOR IT!
STOR IT!

54



-

ll (WHAT 15 SHE SAYING?

THE KING 1S & KILLER' BUT HE WON'T BE
A WINMER! WE WILL CATCH YOU ONE Day !
AMD MAKE YOU FAY!

LBECAUSE THE WIDOW STARTEDR
CEMOMSTRE ATIMNG WITH THEM,

CADAVER,, CANCER,
DEATH, MURDERER

LAUGHTERY
[ ]

A4

IF | DHE HOW
AT LEAST
| WILL BE

A MARTYR!
GRANDMA
MARTYR!

— | REALIZED THEMN THAT | PIDNT
P ]

—— " ALL THE BOOKS | COULD,

3%



I'D MEVER, READ A4S MUCH AS
| DID DURIMG THAT PERIOD,

MY FAVORITE AUTHORE WaAS ALl ASHEAF DAENVISHIAN, A KIND OF
LOCAL CHARLES DICKENS. | WENT TO HIS CLANDESTINE BOOK-SIGNING
WITH MY MOTHEER..

ITS JUST HIS
KUEDISH ACCENT.

HE TOLD S4AD BUT TRUE
STORIES: REZA BECAME A
FORTER AT THE a&kE OF TEM.

[ FINALLY UNMDERSTOOD wWHY |
FELT ASHAMED T0O SiT I MY
FATHER'S CADILLAC.

THE REASOM FOR MY SHAME
AMD FOE THE REVILUTION IS
THE SAME: THE DIFFEREMNCE
BETWEEN S0CIAL CLASSES,

5%

HASSAM, THEEE YEARS QLD
CLEAMED CAR WINDOWS ,

GET DOWM FROM
THERE, STUPID!

BUT NOW THAT |
THINE OF IT.. WE HAVE
A MAID AT HOME M



LEILA AND HASSAM,

SHE WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEMN SHE HAD TO LEAVE HER
FAREMNTS' HOME TO COME TO WORK FOR US, JUST LIKE REEA4,

WE HAVE TOO MANY CHILDREN,
A4 QR A5 INCLUDING HER..

SHE WiLL EAT WELL
AT YOUR HOUSE.

THIS IS MEHRL,

SHE WAS JUST TEM YEARS OLD WHEM SHE PLAYED WITH ME,

AND SHE ALWAYS FINISHED

| WAS BORN...SHE TOOK CARE OF ME.

MY FOOD,

SHE ALSO TOLD ME STORIES ABOUT JACKALS THAT SCARED ME.

ARD IT CamE CLOSER!
AND IT CAME CLOSER!

17

IM OTHER WORDS, WE GOT ALONG WELL.



AT THE BEGINNING OF THE REVOLUTION, IN EVERY
4938, SHE FELL IM LOVE WITH THE HEIGHBOR'S

SOM. SHE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD.
=& _U

MIGHT THEY LODKED UNTIL THE DAY HE

AT EACH OTHER FROM THE SLIFPED HER A LETTER,
WINDOW OF MY ROOM.,

LIKE MOST PEASANTS, SHE DIDN'T KNOW HOWwW
TO READ AMD WRITE...

APPARENTLY SHE Was MOT VERY TALENTED.

MY MOTHER HAD TRIED TO TEALCH HER. BUT

S0 LET'S REPEAT. M AS m...)

MY DEAR. HOSSEIN,

I MISS YU A LOT,

T HAS BEEM THREE
DAYS SINCE | SA80W
YO AT THE WINDOW,
| OFTEN TALK ABIUT
¥OU TO MY SISTER.

L1

I WAS VEEY DEVOTED.




MEHEI HAD A REAL SISTER, OME
YEAR YOUMNGER, “WHI \WORKED
AT MY UMCLE'S HOUSE.,

YOU KNOW, | HAVE A FIANCE.
OH REALLY, WHO?

AFTER A FEW VISITS, SHE
FELL 1M LOVE WITH HIm T00.

ITS HIpAL 1M
FROMT OF THE
TV, 18K"T HE
HANDSOMME?

L&
r"'l

&

(¢

HER TEALDUSY WAS MORE THAN 'S.HE. COULD BEAR AND SHE TOLD MEHEI'S STORY TO MY UKCLE, \WHD
TOLD IT TO MY GRANDMA WHO TOLR IT T0 MY MOM, THAT IS HOW THE STORY REACHED MY FATHER. ...

«WWHD DECIDED TO CLARIFY
THE SITUATION.

I &M YO
MNEIGHEOR..
I WOLD LIKE
TO HAVE a4 FEW
WORLS wWITH
YOO SOM.

oK, L. GET

STRAIGHT TO THE
POINT: | KNOW THAT
MEHRI PRETEMDS
SHE IS MY DAUGH-

TER., IN REALITY
SHE 15 MY MAID,

36




WITHOUT AMY HESITATION, HOSSEIN GaVE ALL
THE LETTERS HE HAD RECEIVED TO MY FATHER!

BUT THIS
s MARIIS
HAMD-
WRIT ING!

DO YOU WANT

TO CONTINUE
SEEING HER?

TELL MEWHAT THEIR LOVE WAS IMPOSSIBLE.,

YOU MUST DNDERSTAMD 'F'Hﬁ.j

BECAUSE IM THIS COUNTEY
YOU MUST STAY WITHIM
YOUR OWH sDClaL LLASS,

-y

WHEM | WENT BACK TO HER ROOM SHE WasS
BUT IS I1 HLR FAUGT PaR; Ak Yy CRYING. WE WERE MNOT IM THE SAME SOCIAL CLASS

THAT SHE Was BORM FOR CR AGAINST T p Al T A ME
WHERE SHE was SOCIAL CLASSES? BUT. AT AAST W IR He: S G

BORMPF?

WY BIERET YOU TELL US AR THING?

33



S0 THE MEXT DAY..

WE ARE MOT
ALLOWED! (_mua CARE! '_i
B

ON'T WIORRY! MEHRI, DON'T FORGET TO
WE ARE GOING COOK HER. SOME CHICKEN. J ¢
( ves, mapam. )

B

WHEM | FINALLY UNMDERSTOODR
THE REASOMS FOR THE REVD-
LUTION | MADE MY DECISION,

ARE GOING TO
DEMOMSTEATE.

FOR OMCE SHE DIDN'T
INSIST 0N COMING \

[ 1Y

33
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<o 2 THE PARTY

E MASSACRE AFTE « MANY PEOPLE WERE KILLED.
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FOR A FEW MOMTHS, HE ACTUALLY DID TRY: HE TESTED A POZEN PRIME MINISTERS,

HAT'S MNOT THEM T0O THIN! Lr*"ﬂ'ﬂ el one_evep™

4 FREEMASONT | [ YOU REMIND TOO
T
currasie. 1AL —\ l.
- )
s — g ¥ o e
@ 1 AP’ :
NP i
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THE MORE HE TRIED DEMOCRACY, THE MORE HIS
STATUES WERE TORM DOWHM.

P L il

PULL A LITTLE
MORE TO THE LEFT.

)
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IT'S ANWAR AL-SADAT WHO
WILL ACCEFT HIM IN HIS CIEI'UHTR_.‘:"’.*

JiMmMy CARTER, THE PRESIDENT IT LOOKS LIKE CARTER
OF THE UNITED STATES, REFUSED HAS FORGOTTEM

TO GIVE REFUGE TO THE ﬁm)L;D HIS FRIEMDS. ALL

SHAH AMD HIS FAMILY.

THAT INTERESTS
HIM IS oiL!

IN ANy CASE, 45 LONG
AS THERE IS QIL IM THE
MIGDLE EAST WE WILL
MEVER HAVE PEACE.

HE |5 THE FRESIDENT OF EGYPT. THEY'VE BEEN
RIEMDS FOA, 4 LONG
TIME, THEY BOTH
BETRAYED THE
COUMTRIES OF OUR
REGION BY MAKING
A PALT WITH ISRAEL

MANBE SADAT WELLOMED
P 52 THE SHAH BECAUSE HIS FIRST
% LET'S TALK ABCUT WIFE WAS EGYFTIAM.

SOMETHIMNG ELSE .
SURELY MOT!
POLITICS AND
SENTIMENT
DOM'T MIX.,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
!
LS

LET'S EMIOY OUR. MNOW THAT
MEW FREEDOM! THE DEVIL
HAS LEFT!

4%



AFTER ALL THIS TOY, & MATOR

| B Pt
MISFORTUNE TOOK PLACE: THE BUT SHE WAS THE ONE TEACHER! | | SATRAFL YO0
SCHOOLS, CLOSED DURING THIS WHO TOLD US THAT THE ot ‘5~"'~T ;’&E S ;;“L'I‘;{s"”
|
PERIOD, REOPENED AND... SHAH WAS CHOSEN BY GOD! EMHAH N I it

CHOSEN BY IN THE CORMER!

CHILDEEN, TEAR QUT
ALL THE PHOTOS OF THE
SHAH FROM YOUR, BOOKS.

LOOK! & BULLET ALMOST HIT MY
WIFE'S CHEEK. LIBERTY IS PRICELESS.

HELLC! ALL
THOSE DEMON-
STRATIONS
WERE REALLY
TIRIMNG BUT
WE FILALLY

WHAT MERVE' SHE
ALWAYS HAD THAT
MASTY SPOT. IF WE _ MY FATHER sA4YS
WEREN'T NEIGHBORS, RAMIN'SG FATHER

HE “WOULD HAVE sall WAS [N THE SAYAKY,
SHE'S A MARTYR

HE KILLED A MILLION

RAISED FROM THE DEAD, PEOPLE.

A

(T

UL

]

/

_f

i

’

* SECRET POLICE OF THE SHAH'S REGIME.

Lily



MY IDEA WAS TO PUT MAILS BETWEEN OUR FINGERS LIKE AMERICAN
IN THE MAME OF THE
DEAD MILLIOM, WE'LL
TEACH RAMIN A GOOD
LESSON. | HAVE AN IDEA...

L ¥ i

Crs'sswaas

FAMINT B AMINI
COME OUT OF HIDING!
DOM'T BE A WIMP!

BUT MY MOTHER ARRIVED IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR EUPHORIA..

MART FOUND

TO HAIL RAMINT GET INTO THE
SOME NAILS WM

HE AR WG TUBRAT UR FA/CR CAR, | HAVE & BETTER SOLUTION,

(m THAT'S WHAT YOU WANT,

WHAT ARE
Y0OU UP TO?

HiS FATHER. HAS
KILLED & MILLION

WHERE DID WHAT WOLULD
YOU FIND THE

YOU SaY IF I
MAILSE NMAILED YOUR
EARS TO THE
WALL?

-
'f'l'lli1

IN DAR'S
TOOL 80!
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o om0 ammes s ek o0 1. s0m
' FATHEE KILLED... IT'S NOT RAMIMS FAULT,

| BMOAW,
""'l“..
ANMVAWAY T 1S
NOT EOR, YOU YWOUR, FATHER IS A HE IS MOT A MURDERER!
AND ME TO DO MURDERER BUT IT'S HE KILLED COMMUNMISTS
JUSTICE. I'D MOT YOUR. FAULT, AND COMMUMISTS
EVEM SAY WE S0 | FORGIVE YO0U, ARE EVIL.
HAVE TO LEARN p
TO FOEGIVE, o
- ]
et

MOM, | SPOKE TO WU HAVE TO FORGIVE!
RAMIN, HE SAYS

HIS FATHER DID THE
RIGHT THING IN Yo
KILLING COMMUNISTS, HAVE TO

FOR.GIVE!

\

MY GODY HE REPEATS WHAT THEY ]

TELL i, BE WIL URBERS TAND LATEE. . | HAD THE FEELING OF BEING SOMEDNE REALLY,

REALLY GOOD.

HE



THE HEROES

THE POLITICAL PRISOMER S WERE LIBERATED A FEW DaAYS LATER. THERE WERE 3000 OF THEM.

WE KMNEW TW0O OF THEM.

SlAMAK JARI MOHSEN SHAKIBA

BOR. M

BORN
FEBRUARY 20, 194S

NOVEMBER. 22, 19473

IMN LURIST AN IM EACHT
PROFESSION: PROFESSION:
TOURMNALIST REVOLUTIONARY
CRIME: WROTE CRIME:

SUBVERSIVE ARTICLES
IN THE KEYHAN

FEVOLUTIONARY

DATE OF IMPRISONMENT :

DATE OF IMPRISONMEMT : APRIL 1934

TULY 1933
RELEASED: MARCH 4932
EELEASED: MARCH 1933
FOLITICAL CONVICT IOM:

POLITICAL COMVICTIOM : COMMUNIST

COMMUMNIST

b3



| HAD HEARD ABOUT SLAMAK LALY WAS SIAMAK'S DAUGHTER.,
EVEN BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, BRING LALY WITH YOU o
HE WAS THE HUSBAMD OF MY AND COME BY TODAY, -

WE'LL TALK ABOUT IT. WHERE IS YOUR FATHER?

MOTHER'S BEST FRIEND.

HOW LONG SINCE
YOU HAD ANY

((ona TRIP, )

MNEWS ABOUT HIM?

-

il

DON'T YOU KNOW THAT

WHEN THEY KEEP SAYING e

SOMEONE IS ON A TRIP IT S s i
v

REALLY MEAMS HE IS DEAD Y MY GRANDPA .

a0 TO YOUR RO0M AMD
STaY THERE!

BO0,..HOO !
MARTI SAYS...
THAT DADDY...
IS DEAD!

[ L]

e Py, ey
LT T R T L
A F YT I LD N Y

MNOBODY WILL ACCEFT THE TRUTH.

LE



AFTER THE REVOLUTION | REALIZED
THAT YOoU COULD BE MISTAKEN.

TODRAY IS A GREAT DAY,
DARLING. WE VE INVITED
LALY'S FATHER AND
MOHSEMN., THEY B0TH
JUST LEFT PRISON.

/ ' z_@

"M S0 HAPPY THAT YOO
ARE BACK..| DON'T KMOW
WHAT TO Sav...

TIME 1S IRRETRIEVABLE,
WHEM THEY AREESTEDR ME,
LALY BARELY SPOKE AND MNOW
SHE IS A REAL YOUNG LADY.

DOR™T gAY
AT HIMG,
I Bsglas !

WHAT DOES
HE LOOK UKE?

STILL A

YOULL SO0
FIMND QUT,

AMD THIS MUST BE
MARJI, LORD! THE

LAST TIME | SAW
HER SHE “Was OMLY
THREE YEARS OLD.

STILL
A FLAT-
TERER!

g
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MOHSEN! FOR, GOD7S SAKE! ME DEAD? WHAT A TOKE! IN PRISON THEY
| THOUGHT YOU WERE DEAD. CALLED ME THE MAN WITH SEVEN LNEE-

L

YOU REMEMBER THE DAY
THEY PULLED CUT MY HANS?
THEY HAVE GEROWMN BACK
YOU K MOW SIMECE, NOT IM & NDEMAL WAY...
Eaﬂgu OTHER? BUT AT LEAST | HAVE THEM,

LO0K OM YOUR SOLES
THERE ARE MERWES THAT
LEAD DIRECTLY TO THE BRAIM.

REAL SCIENTISTS Y
THEY KMNEW EACH PART
OF THE BODY., THEY

KMEW WHERE TO HIT!

UR TORTURERS RECEIVED
SPECIAL TRAIMING FROM THE ClLaA

50



MY PARENTS WERE <0

HEY WHIPPED ME WITH THICK ELEC-
TRIC CABLES S0 MUCH THAT THIS
LOOKS LIKE ANYTHING BUT A FOOT.

THAT THEY FORGOT TO SPARE
ME THIS EXPERIENCE...

ANY MEWS OF AHMADI,.. AHMADR| WAS ASSASSINATED, AS A MEMBER OF THE GUERILLAS, HE-']
ARMADIT SUFFERED HELL. HE ALWAYS HAD CYANIDE ON HIM IM CASE HE WAS ARRESTED,
BUT HE WAS TAKEM BY SURPRISE AMD UNFORTUMATELY HE MEVER HAD A

CHANCE TO USE IT... S0 HE SUFFEEED THE WORST TORTUEE... J

CONFESS!
WHERE ARE.
THE OTHERS!

THEY BURMED HIM WITH AM IROM.

| MEVEE
IMAGINED

py THAT
YOU COULD
USE THAT

APPLIAMCE
FOR. TORTURE.,

&4



IM THE END HE WAS CUT TO PIECES.

HE “WAS 1IN MY
CLASS AT THE
UMIVERSITY.

IT's & GOOD THIMNG
THEY BIDN'T KILL YOUR
FATHER, IM PRISOM.

ALL TORTURERS sHOULD
MAYBE BUT My BE MASSALCEED!

FATHER 1S A HERD!

LY

BUT YOU HAVE TO abMIT
| WASHN'T COMFLETELY
WEIMG WHEN | SAID HE
WAS NOT OM A TEIP.

MY FATHER WaS NOT A HERD,
MY MOTHERE WANTED TO KILL
PEQPLE...50 | WENT OUT TO

PLAY IN THE STREET.




THOSE STORIES HAD GIVEN ME NEW IDEAS FOR GAMES,

WHAT KIND
OF TORTURE?

| HAVE IMASIMA-
TIoM TOOD.. THE
PAUST ACHE-ON-
FIRE TORTUEE
COMSISTS OF

THE MOUTH FILLED
WITH GARBAGE.

PULLIMG O4 THE
TWO SIDES OF
THE LFFER LIP,

BACK AT HOME THAT EVEMING, | HAD
THE DIABOLICAL FEELING OF POWWER...

BAD PEOPLE 4RE
DANGEROUS BUT
FORGIMIMNG THEM 15
TOO. DON'T WORRY,
THERE 15 TUSTICE
ON EARTH,

BUT IT DIDN'T LAST. |
WAS OVERWHELMED. DON'T CRY DARLING. THEY WILL
PAY FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE

."1
., W e
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| DIDN'T KNOW WHAT JUSTICE wWias, MOw THAT THE
REVOLUTION WAS FINALLY OVER ONCE AND FOR ALL,
| ABAMDOMNED THE DIALECTIC MATERIALISM OF Mo
COMIC STRIPS . THE OMLY PLACE | FELT SAFE WAS

M THE ARMS OF MY FRIEND .

£
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S0 MY FATHER WAS HOT
A HERD,

@ EVERYTHING ALL RIHT, mﬂ_:frﬁ)

IF OMLY HE HAD BEENM IN PRISON,

THEY CUT MY DAD'S LEG
OFF, BUT HE STILL DIDM™T
CONFESS).., S0 THEY CUT
OFF AN ARM AS WELL.

LUCKILY, OME DAY THEY TOLD
ME ABOUT MY UNCLE ANOOSH.

AMD | HAD A HERD [N MY
FAMILY... HATURALLY |
LOVED HIM IMMEDIATELY.

WHY DONT YOU COME
AND LIVE WITH 057

THE OMLY OME OF MY FATHER'S BROTHERS | HAD NEVER MET,
BECAUSE HE HAD BEEM IN PRISON, AMD MOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME
M 30 YEARS, MY GRANDMA WAS REUNITED WITH HER SIX CHILDREM,

SUCH A SWEET CHILD! FLL

SLEEFP HERE TOMIGHT ARD PMARRIED?
SO [ /00 HAVE

TELL YOU STORIES, _ i DR e

How oL

ARE vOU?

g4




DOM'T BOTHER. HIM
TOO MUCH, HE'S TIRED.

POM'T WORRY,
WE'RE FIME.

0K, HERE GOES: | WAS 18 YEARS
OLD WHEM MY UMCLE FEREYDOOM
ANE HIS FEIENDS PROCLAIMED
THE INDEPEMDENCE OF THE IRAMIAN
PROVINCE OF AZERBAITAM...

FEREYDOOM ELECTED HIMSELF
MINISTER OF TUSTICE OF
THIS HEW LITTLE EEPUBLIC,

e —

[ GENTLEMEN, TUSTICE 15

| THE BASIS OF DEMOCRALY.
ALL MEMN SHOULD BE EQUAL
| N THE EVES OF THE LAW.

1

MY IDEAS WERE THE SAME AS
HIs BUT YOUR GRAMNDFATHER
REMAIMED FAITHFUL TO THE
SHAH.

MY SON, A TRAITOR!
G0 AwaY AMD
TOIM UE WITH MY
IIOTIC BROTHER!

4

EXECUTED!

| BECAME FEREYDOOMN'S SECRETARY.
IT WAS A TIME OF DREAMS AMD

EMNTHUSIASM.,

OME MIGHT | HAD A
TERRIBLE MIGHTMARE:
DEAD PECPLE, BLOOD..,

AZERBAITAM IS OMNLY THE

BEGINMING WE ARE GOING
TO FREE IRAN PROVINCE BY
PROVIMNCEM

| HAD TO SEE FEREYDOOM.

THE HEXT MOEMING, | WAS SO TORMEMTED,

L ﬁéﬁh
(s it 5

G000 GOD!
FEREYDOON

55



I WANTED TO DO SOMETHING. .. BUT
HERE WAS NOTHIMNG | COULD DO... THEY
ARRESTED HIM AND | RAKM ANAY,

FOR DAYS AND DAYS | WALKED THRODGH THE FALLING SHOW.
| CROSSED THE ALBORZE MOUNTAINS TO FIND REFUGE AT MY

PARENTS' HOUSE 1N ASTARA,

| WAS HUNGRY, | Was COLD, BUT | CONTINUED.

w4

My GOD!
ARDOSHY!

WHATS GOING OM7
WHO'S BOTHERIMNG US
AT THIS HOUR?

COME
QUICKLY!
IT'S OUR,
S0M ANDOSH!
HE HAS
FAINTED!

56

| WAS NEARLY DEAD “WHEH |
ARRIVED.
"

BANG!
BANG!

| [HHHHHHHHH

DOIMG HERE?
wWiHy DIDM'T HE
STAY WITH HIS
HNICE UMCLE?




YOU ALWAYS SaY THE RIGHT THING
AT THE RIGHT TIME! HELP ME HOW!

04 MY GOD...
MY SON, MY
DEAR SOM...

IT's A BIT
LATE TO
SHOW YOUR
AFFECTIONM

BUT THE SHAH'S POLICE \WER
LOOKIMG FOR. ME. | WaS HIT
SAFE WITH MY PARENTS.
S0 DECIDED TO GO INTO EXILE.

| A ACROSS THE ARAS RIVER WHAT
AMD ARRIVED IN THE USSR, HAPPENED TO
YOUR UNCLE
HOLY FEREYDOONT?
SMOKE!
LalLy's Dal
HASMN'T EVEM
BEEN TO THE
U558,

| LEARMED THAT HE KMEW THE SHAH'S ARMY WAS COMING

TO ARREST HIM. HE COULD HAVE RUN AWAY LIKE MOST OF HIS
FRIEMDS ©ID. BUT HE CECIDED TO STAY.

h'r"?

Call i T

r
ALL 15 LOST. 1AM AT 0L %/ .
MERLY, GENTLEMEN, [
/ L

/
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AT THE TIME HE HAD A GIRLFRIEND WHO
WAS IMVOLVED IM HIS POLITICAL MIVE-
MENT. A GIRL FROM A &GDOD FAMILY.

| FerevDooN,
WOU HAVE
A VISITOR

WwES, | PAID
THE GUARD,
HE WOMN'T
BOTHEE Us.

YL KMOW WHAT IT 1S LIKE
TO BE AN UNMARRIED MOTHER
M THIS COUNTRY, ~OU WILL 2E
SHUMMED, LIFE WILL BE HELIL.

1 DON'T CARE. LET'S
MAKE A CHILD,

SHE BELAME PREGHMNANT THAT
VERY MIGHT AND LEFT FOR
SWITZERLAND SO00N AFTER. [ KMOW
THAT SHE HAD A S0M. | HEARD
HE LOOKS A LOT LIKE HIS FATHER.

-
s

H] "' L
N7

8

LET"S MAKE A CHILD,

| KMOW, | WANT &
LIVING MEMORY OF YOU.

L EHH...DO YOU
f? HAVE OTHER
STORIES LIKE

FLL MAKE YOU A HOT CHOCOLATE., :l




FIRST | WENT TO LEMINGRAD, THEN
TO MOSCOW, WHERE | BECAME
A STUDENT, | HAVE A DOCTORATE
N MARXISM-LEHIMIS M.

WHAT 7 SOL KCROW ABOUT THAT?

| READ THE J0MUL
BODK WERSION,

o &

L/

GIELS. LOOK...

LATER | MARRIED AND
HAD TWO CHILDREN, TWO

SHE WAS MY WIFE
WE ARE DIVORCED.

RUSSIANS AREN'T LIKE US..,
WHAT 7 DOM'T THEY
HAVE HEADS? .

‘_‘—_‘-_:'i.."'\.‘_'\. "

:
3

OK, BUT WHY IS HER
HEAD SCRATCHED QUT?

WHY DOESH'T THE
LADY HAVE A HEAD?

IT'S HEARTS THEY DON'T HAVE,
THEY BOM'T KMOW HOW TO LOVE.

£9




AFTER THE SEPARATION, | FELT VERY LONELY. | MISSED MY COUNTRY,
MY PARENTS, MY BROTHERS, | DREAMT ABOUT THEM OFTEM.

| CECIPED TO &0 HOME. | GOT
A FALSE PASSPORT AMD
DISGUISED MYSELF,

HESY! %00 WATH
THE BEARD AND
SUMGLASSES!

THEY sAY YiU WEREE
TOETURED TEREIBLY, LIKE
SlAaMaK, LALY'S FATHER.

NO. HE TOLD IT
Td MOM AND 1
HEARD HIM.

YOUR FATHER TOLD

WIFE MAADE ME
SIFFER Was

60

THEY PUT ME IN PRISON FOR
MINE YEARS.

THAM LALY'S
FATHER!

I TELL %0 ALL THIS
BECAUSE IT'S IMPORTANT
THAT YoU KMOW, QUR
Farally MEMORY MUST MOT
BE LOST. EVEN IF IT's MNOT
EASY FOR YOU, EVEN IF YOU
DON'T UNPERSTAND IT ALL.

DOMN'T WORRY,
I'LL MEVER.



HERE, TAKE THIS SWAN
| MADE. IM PRISON. 0UT
OF BREAD,

THERE ARE LOTS
OF HER.QES IM MY
FamILY. My

GE AMDF A WAS M
PRISOM, MY UMCLE
AMOOSH TOD: FOR
MIME YEARS! HE

WAS EVEM IM THE
USSR, MY GREAT -
UNCLE FEREYDOON
PROCLAIMED A
PEAMOCRATIC S TATE
AMD HE WAS,..

64
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{8" THE SHEEP

DURIMG THE TIME ANDOSH STAYED WITH LS

| HEARD POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE HIGHEST TS NOT IMPORTANT. EVEEYTHING
RDER. WILL TURK OUT FINE, IN A COUNTRY

WHERE HALF THE POPLLATION IS
IT'S INCREDIBLE. THE REVOLUTION ﬁ;ﬁﬂi i%ﬁﬁ:”ﬂé’:ﬁiﬁ
15 A LEFTIST REVOLUTION AMD CHLY THING Ti{m" CAR ﬂE;:u.v
THE REPUBLIC WANTS TO BE 1

LMITE THEM IS HATHMNALIS M

CALLED ISLamiC, _— O A RELIGIOUS ETHIC ...

BUT THE RELIGIOUS

LEADERS DOM'T 0kl TY THEY SAY
EMOW HOW TO THAT 994.99% OF THE
GOVERN, THEY POPULATION VOTED FOR
WILL RETURN TO THE 1S, AMIC REPUBLIC.
THEIR MOSGUES.

THE PROLET ARIAT

SHALL RULE!

TS INEVIT aBLE!

THAT S JUST

WHAT LEMIM

EXPLAINED 1M

UTHE STATE AMD

THE REVOLUTION

X .

r’mD YOU HEAR THAT, aNOOSH 7 DO YOU REALIZE HOW
IGNOR ANT QUR. PEOFLE ARE 7 THE ELECTIONS WERE
FAKED AMD THEY BELIEVE THE RESULTS: 99.9au1 Ag
FOR ME, | DON'T KMNOW A SINGLE PERSOM WHO VOTED
FOR THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC. WHERE DID THAT FIGURE
Ecw.a FROM? FROM THEIR ASSES THAT'S WHERE!

&2



Ay DAD SAYS NOBODY
REALIFES THE DAMNGER.

BUT THE UNITED Il YEAH.,.THAT
STATES IS
TERRIFIC! YOU'LL
FRALLY SEE BRUCE
LEE IM PERSON!

WSOULD BE KICE .

HE'S G0WNG TO THE UMITED STATES !

TO THE UNITER STATEST WHY?

)

S~
A
L.! [
ol
™
'I#-
l—-—=
=?n
1

M ABIUT A MOMTH.

MY PARENTS SAY IT'S IMPOS-
SIBLE TO LIVE UNDER AN ISLAMIC
REGIME, IT'S BETTER TO LEAVE,

BUT THE RELGIUS LEADERS ARE
VERY STURID, THEY WON'T LAST,

.l..

(@

|

mi]

1

BRUCE LEE
IS DEAR...

(s

witiimnes

e

6%

IT WAS THE END OF THE WORLE |




AFTER MY FRIEND'S DEPARTURE, 4 GOOP PART OF MY FAMILY ALSD LEFT THE'EHUNTE‘:I".

N -
i :.- i
3 ..'-

|5

NOW BOARDING
FLIGHT &302 TO
LOS AMGELES
GATE Z£.
MOW BOARDING
FLIGHT €302 0
LOS AMGELES
GATE 26.

MAYRE WE SHOULD LEAVE S8 THAT | CAMN BECOME

TOO... A TAXI DRIVER AND YOU

A CLEAMIMNG LADY?
)

EVERMOHE
WHO LEFT
WiLL COME
BACK, THEY'RE

JUST AFEAID
OF CHAMGE.



DON'T BE TAT! IT"S .
i ety Bl LIKE THIS WITH ALL pap! IT’s FOR YOU'!
EEVOLUTIONS, THIS WHAT'S
15 JUST & TRAMSI- GOIMNG ON7
TIOMAL PERIOD... '

T MOHSEM,

HE'S BEEM FOUND
PEAD, DEOWNED.

: . Fa 4 ' BATHTLUS.
&) W e \

MY MOTHER WAS RIGHT TO BELIEVE IT WAS
MURDER.,., WHEN THEY FOUND HIS BODY, ONLY
HI% HEAD swas UMNDERWATER. EVEEYTHIMNG WILL

BE ALRIGHT *

MURDERERS'
MURDERERS!

ES



AFTER MOHSEM, IT WAS SIAMAK'S TURN.

o il
s THIS E.mMAK.
JARI'S HOUSE?

WE
ARE THE
DELIVERERS
OF
DIVINE
TUSTICE !

HIS SISTER WAS EXECUTED IN HIS PLACE.

oy

/ A

DO YOU KMHOW WHEEE SIAMAK AND HIS FAMILY ARE NOWP

MO MORE THAM
WL PO, BUT THEY
MUST SURELY f

s
HAVE HIDDEN [’
SOMEWHERE. .

LATER OM WE LEARNED THEY CROSSED THE BORDER HIDDEM AMONG
A FLOCK OF SHEEF.

(13

EVERYTHIMG WILL BE
ALEMRHT ...

l



AND THAT IS HOW ALL THE FORMER
REVOLUTIOMARIES BECAME THE
SWORN ENEMIES OF THE REFUBLIC.

WHAT 7 WASN'T HE.
SUPPOSED TD E-G.ME,'F'

WASK'T
AMNOOSH
GOING TO

-/

OH HO! THAT OLD TALE ABOUT BEIMNG ON A TRIP HAD COME BALK..,

HE HAD TO LEAVE QUICK-
LY... HIS WIFE CALLED
HIM. HE ASKED ME TO
TELL YOU GOODBYE...

|

HE DOESH'T EVEM
TALK TO HIS WIFE,

DARLING! BID YOU HAVE
A GOOD DAY AT SCHOOLP

YO
MUST BE
HUMGEY.

(ma 5 m&uj

\

DON'T WOU WANT
TO EAT A LITTLE?

I'™M HOT HUNGEY.

STAY TO saY GOIDEYE

WHY DIDN'T HE
TO ME?

HE WAS N 4 L-H.JR.E.‘:"
A Bl HUERY,

&F



F-.I

| THIME “WE
NEED TO TALK.

V4

(I".I-E. TRUTH 15, THEY HAVE ARRESTED .ﬂ.ﬁﬂﬂﬁa

DADDY.,
( ves, mv Basy. )

BO You

WANT TO B0
SOMETHING

SEE .

AMNIISH HaS
THE RIGHT
TO QoMLY ONE
VISITOR, AND
IT'S YOU HE
WarTS TO

(%4




WHAT A BEAUTIFUL DRESS!

YOU KMOW, YOU HAVE
HOMORED ME WITH
YOUR WISIT ?

WOU ARE THE LITTLE
GIRL | ALWAYS
WAMNMTED TO HAVE,

HERE' | MaDE YOU
AMOTHER, BREAD-SWAN.
IT'S THE UMCLE OF
THE FIRST ONE,

BUT YOU'LL SEE! OME
DAY THE PROLETARIAT
WiILL RULE!

(3]







AND S0 1 WAS LOST, WITHOUT ANY BEARINGS... WHAT COULD BE WORSE THAM THAT ?

MARJi, RUN TO
THE BASEMENT!
~ WE'RE BEING
BOMBED!

IT WaAS THE BEGIMNMING OF THE WAk,




THEY'VE OCCUPIED
THE U.S, EMBASSY !

‘ WHI'S “THEY? I'

MEMTALST STUDENTS HAVE TAKEM

WHO DO YOU THINK? THE Fuql::-.j

THE AMERICANS HOSTAGEN

THEY CALL IT “4 MEST

OF SFIES.Y HA HA) YOUrD
THIME IT was A JAMES
BOMD AMOVIE.

AMYWAY, THE AMERICANS
ARE DUMMIES.,

MAYBE, BUT HNOW
MO OME CAM GO
T0 THE UNITED
ETATES,

THINK ABOUT IT.
N EMBASSY,
MO Visal

1%

S0, MY GREAT DEEAM WENT UF
I SMOKE , | WLDRN'T BE ABLE
TO &GO TO THE UHITED STATES.

KAVEH, THEY CLOSED THE U.S.
EMBASSY TODAY. | WON'T BE
ABLE TO COME AND SEE YOU...

THE DREAM WASK'T THE USA,
IT WAS SEEIMG MY FEIEMND EA"-’-EHJ,
WHED HAD LEFT T0 &0 LIVE IM THE
STATES A YEAR EAELIER .




AND THEN SOME DAYS LATER...

THE MIMISTERY
OF EDOCATION HAS
DECREED THAT

UNIVERSITIES WILL
CLOSE AT THE END
O0F THE MONTH.

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND WHAT
1S WRITTEM IN SCHOOL BOMKS, AT ALL
LEVELS, ARE DECADENT, EVERY THING
NEEDS TO BE REVISED TO ENSURE THAT
OUR CHILDREN ARE NOT LED ASTRAY
FROM THE TRUE PATH OF ISLAM, A

OF COURSE
0F COURSE !

) )

THAT'S WHY WE'RE CLOSING
ALL THE UMIVERSITIES FOR A
WHILE. BETTER TO HAVE N0
STUDENTS AT ALL THAN TO
EDUCATE FUTURE IMF’E.RL&J..IET?)

i\

L

THUS, THE UNIVERSITIES WERE
CLOSED FOR. TWO YEARS,

YOU'LL SEE. SOUM THEY'RE ACTUALLY
GOMG TO FORCE US TO WEAR

THE VEIL AND YOU, YOU'LL HAVE
TG TRADE YOUR CAR FOR A CAMEL,
GOD, WHAT A BACKWARD POLICY!

A CAMELY
T

MO MORE UMIVERSITY, ARD |
WAMNTED TO STUDY CHEMISTRY.
| WANTED TO BE LIKE MARIE
CUR.IE.,

| WANTED TO BE aN ERPUCATED,
LIBERATED WwiMAN. AND IF THE
PURSUIT OF KMNOWLEDGE MEANT

GETTING CANCER, S0 BE IT,

IT'S | WHO DISCOVERED
THE MEWEST RADIQACTIVE
ELEMENT .

*35

AMD S0 AMOTHER DEEAM WENT
UF 1IN sSMOKE.

MISERY! AT THE AGE
THAT MARIE CURIE FIRST
WEMNT TO FRAMCE TO
STUDY, I'LL PROBABLY
HAVE TEM CHILDREM ...



OME MIGHT...

YOUR MOTHER'S CAR
BROKE DOWN, WE HAVE
TO PICK. HER UP.

TWw GUVS.. TWD BEARDED GUYSL..

THEY INSLLTED ME. THEY 2810 THAT

WOMEN LIKE ME SHOULD BE PUSHED
TWO FUNRAMENT ALIST BASTARDS... UP AGARIST A WALL AND FUCKED.

THE BASTARDS THE BAST RIS THEY. .. AMD THEN THEOWH 1M THE GARBAGE

e AME THAT IF | DIDR'T WANT
THAT TO HAPPEN , | SHOULD
WEAR THE VEIL...

THAT IMCIDENT MADRE MY MOTHER SICK FOR
SEVER AL DAYS .

L:

ANYTHING | CAN
GET YOU, pOM?

AMD S0 TO PROTECT WOMEN FROM ALL THE POTENT AL
RAPISTS, THEY DECREED THAT WEARING THE VEIL
was 0BLIGAToRY,

WOMEN'S HAIR, EMAMATES RAYS THAT EXCITE
MEM, THATS WHY WOMEHN SHOULD COVER THEIR

HAIR! IF I FACT IT 1S REALLY MORE CIVILIZED
TO0 G0 WITHOUT THE VEIL, THEN ANIMALS ARE
MORE CIVILIZED THAMN \WE ARE.

IMCREDIBLE!

THEY THINK
ALL MEM SRE
PERNERTSY

4



HMTHE',TFEWATFEELEPEEEEE_F%@M\E#H THERE WERE ALSD TWO SORTS OF MEN.
DEOLDG SMaM. THERE WERE WOMEN
= By iladdiokul THE FUNDAMEMT ALIST THE PROGRESSIVE MAN

THE FUNDAMEMT ALIST THE MODEEN WOMAN MAN
WOMAN

SHAVED
WITH C#.
SHRT §
HANGING

o MuSTACHE

SHERT
TUCKEDR
([

BESRD

P 1
YOU SHOWED YOUR OPPOSITION
TO THE BESIME By LETTING A [SLAM IS MORE O LESS

FEW STRANDS OF HAIR SHOW. AEAIMST SHAVING .

BUT LET'S BE FAIR, IF WOMEM IT WASKH'T ONLY THE GOVERMMENT THAT CHANGED. ORDINARY PEOPLE

FACED PRISOM WHEN THEY CHAMNGED TOO.
REFUSED TO WEAR THE VEI, ™

IT WAS ALSO FORBIDDEM FOR N /

MEM TO WEAR NECKTIES 8 ll
(THAT DREADED SYMBOL OF 4

THE WEST). AND IF WOMEN'S
HAIE GOT MEM EXCITED, THE
SAME THING COULD BE SAID OF
MEN'S BARE ARMS. AND SO, F
WEARING SHORT-SLEEVED
SHIETS WAS ALSD FORBIDDEN.

LOOK AT HER! LAST
YEAR SHE WAS

WEARIMNG 4 MIMNISKIET,
SHOWING OFF HER BEEFY
THIGHS TO THE WHOLE -

e

A5 FOR HER FUNDAMENT ALIST HUSBAMND Wil |F AMYONE EVER ASKS YOU AT FIRST, IT WAS A UTTLE HARD,
DRANK HIMSELF INTD A STUPOR EVERY WHAT YO0U DO DURING THE BUT | LEARNED TO LIE QUICKLY.

W‘Mﬁm%"fmf DAY, SAY YOU PRAY, YOU
UNCERST AND?? | PRAY FIVE TIMES A DAY,

5



IM SPITE OF EVERYTHIMNG, THE
SPIRIT OF REVOLUTION WAS STILL
I THE AIE. THERE WERE SOME
(PPOSITION DEMOMNSTREATIONS.

TOMORROW THERE'S
GUIMNG TO BE A
MEET NG AGAINST
FUHDAMENTALISAA,

V

FM COMING
T

|

S0 | WENT WITH THEM. | PASSED
OUT FLYERS...

GUNS My SHOOT AMD KMIVES MAY CARVE,
BUT WE WIN'T WEAR YOUR SILLY SLARVES!

(ho! 1T's Too PaNGEROUS, )

SHE"S COMING

SHE SHOULD START
LEARMNING TO DEFEND HER
RIGHTS AS A WOMAN
RIGHT Mow!

SINCE THE 19349 REVOLUTION, I'D
GROWN OLDER, (WELL, A YEAR
OLDER) AND MOM HAD CHAMGED,

FOR. THE FIRST TIME IM MY LIFE, |
SAW VIILEMCE WITH MY 0WH EVYES.

THAT was QUR LAST DEMONSTRATION,

SR

.l"ll'
5 |

ENERY MAN
FOR. HIMSELR 3

Ed)






IN MADEIR.

EIGHT BEFORE GOIMG BACK, IM THE HOTEL ROOM THE TV SHOWED A MAP OF IRAN AND A BLACK
CLOUD COVERING THE COUMTRY LITTLE BY LITTLE.

WHAT M T
mmwg fpﬁ'? TOO BAD WE
; DON'T KMOW
SPAMISH.

/

MAYBE THEY'EE
TALKING ABUT
FPOLLUTION. 0L
BCHOW, TEHRAN 15
THE FOURTH MOST
POLLUTED CITY IM
THE WORLDP.

IT LO0KS LIKE THEY'RE TALKIMG
ABOUT THE WHILE COUMTRY,
MIOT TUST THE CARITAL,

THE NEXT Day MY GEANDMOITHER
CAME TO FICK LS UF AT THE AIRFPIRT.

SHE LOOKED WOREIED,

[EVERYTHING O, J‘-"'-E?.'”*'I?}

18



F
OH! I'M TAKING THIS THING OFF, IT'S T00 HOT. TRUE. BUT SOON THERE'LL

BE NO HOME.

WHY DO YOU SAY THAT 7

IT's GO0 TO BE
BACK, THERE'S
MO FLACE LIKE

HAYEN'T
HEARD WHAT?

THEY OMLY THE SECOND IMVASION IN 4L00 YEARS! MY BLOOD
DFFICIALLY ANMOUMNCED WAS BOILIMNG. | WAS READY TO DEFEND MY
T TWO DAYS AGO COUMTRY AGAINST THESE ARABS WHO KEPT
BUT REALLY, IT'S ATTALKING US.

BEEM A MOMTH...

THE IRAMIAN

FUNDAMENT ALISTS

TRIED TO STIR LP

THEIR IRAQI SHITE

ALLIES AGAINST

SAPPAM. HE'S BEEN

WAITING FOR THE

CHAMCE, HE'S ALWAYS

WANTED TO INVADE

[RaM. AMDP HERE'S

THE PRETEXT. IT'S

THE SECOND ARAB

INVASIGH. ..

| WANTED TO FIGHT,

2



Y THE F.14s

JUST BEFORE | HAD TO GO BACK TO

A FEW DAYS AFTER CUR TEIP, AND

scmm} | WENT TO MY FATHER'S OFFICE.,

AN v

TR MR Y
RS R R ELY
PEAER AR

[ LR LR

IT WAS THE FIRST TIME I'D
SEEM FIGHTER TETS...

mer THINK 50. TH% ,
ARE PROBABLY IRADIS,

(wi-m-r? WY DO

YOU SAY THAT#?

BECALMSE
THEY
oM
L0k LIKE
OUR F=1Us!

IT Was A TOUGH CALL, BUT DAD was
AM EHGINEER. HE WAS THE SPECIALIST.

IRAMNIAM OR. IRAGI, THE TETS
HUGGED THE GROUMD BEFORE
SUDDEMLY Z00MING UP INTD
THE SKY RIGHT BEFORE THE
MOUNT AING O THE HORIZON.

20




LET'S GO HOME NOW! YOUR
MOTHER MUST BE TERRIFIED,

DAl PO YO
FEMEMBER
WHAT YU
LEARMED DURIMSG
YOURE MILITARY
SERVICET ARE YOU
GOIMG TO WAR 7
ARE YOU GOIMG TO
FIGHT 7 WE MAVE
TO TEACH THISE
IR AQIS A LESSOM!

WHAT ARE wOU TALKING
ABOUT 7 OF COURSE I'M NOT
GOIMG TO FIGHT. WHY SHOULP

(How Can You say )

THAT 7 THE IRAQIS
HAVE ALWAYS
BEEM OUR EMEMIES.
THEY wWANT TO

INVADE U5, )

M,

-

AND WIORSE, THEY DEIVE
LIKE MANIACS.,..

)l

rrTaTE e

MEVER LIKED O, EMOUGH OF
THE PERSIANE, THAT, THE EEAL
ENER YONE PSLAMIC IMVASIDN
KOS THAT. Has COME FROM
THEY DU D
ATTAKED 15 | | GOVERMMENT.
AL YWEARS

A, THEY
FORLCED THER

i1

BY SURPRISE.




WE HAVE TO BOMB BAGHDAD'

TAKE YOUR FEET
OFF THE TaBLE,
IT'S IMPOLITE .

BOMB BAGHDAD...YOU MEED PILOTS FOR THAT.
AFTER THE GENERALS BLEW THEIR. CHANCE

AT A COUP DPETAT , THEY WERE ALL JAILED
O EXECUTED...

N,

UAUATTREURY :
W
NN

ALY

| KMEW FIGHTER PILOTS, MY
WHAT'S THIS ABOUT? FRIEND PARDISSE™S FATHER SHE NEVER. TOLD ME HER FAT HER
COUP D'ETAT? PILOTS M WAS OME.
TAIL7 WHAT PILOTS?

WAS IM PRISOM! ALTHOUGH LAST

YEAR SHE DIDN'T COME TO
SCHOOL FOR A WHOLE MONTH.

THAT B8ASTARD SARDAM WAITED UNTIL
WE WERE WEAK BEFORE ATTACKIMG!

PARDISSE
ENTEZAMI'S DAD
IS5 A FIGHTER PILOT.
HE'S GOING TO &0

b

EMTEFAML, ENTEZAML...

HE WAS OME OF THE
COMDEMMED. FIRST

HE HAS TO GET QUT
OF PRISON!

I'M GlING TO
MY RO




SUBDENLY, | HEARD THE IRAMIAN

IT'S THE PITS! My DAD MATIOMAL AMTHEM COMING FROM
15 A DEFEATIST. HE'S NO
FATRIOT...

THE TV, OUR STAR-SPANGLED BAMNER,

33 4y 1AM, BUR
Jd soper
COUNTRY, YOUR,
J3 LMD 1S THE
WELLSPRING
0F 4RT g3

IT HAD BEEM FORBDDEN AMD REFLACED BY
THE HEW GOVERMMEMT 'S 1SLAMIC HYMML..

IT HAD BEEM MOEE THAM A YEAR
SIMNCE WE'D HEARD IT...

FYLET THE EVIL THOUGHTS
OF YOUR, ENEMIES BE
FAR. FROM YOU 3.03

WE WERE OVERWHELMED. ..

WELCOME TO THE 5:00 MEWS, ALD [RANIAN F-14%
CARRIED QUT BOMEBIMNG EAIDS OM BAGHDAD TOMIGHT.

=—

|

DURE ) MY IS
STILL STROMNG! ==

~
1
“%%t

WELL, THERE S
Emﬂ’ﬂw THAT (e

WOU CANT ALWAYS BELIEVE
WHAT THEY SAY. § O'CLOCK,
THE BEL IS BROADCAST MG
TO00. WHERE'S THE RADID?

Yo BOMT
BELIEVE ANYTHING!

g3




AL0 IRANIAN BOMBERS AT TACKED
BAGHDAD TORAY...

BZZT..Z222T.-

| WAS ALL WEOMG ABODUT Dab. "
HE LOVED HIs COUNTREY 45 MUCH gﬁ?ﬁg&rm‘;

A5 1 0P, ORDERED THE
RELEASE OF THE
MILTARY PILOTS
TAILED AFTER,

THE FAILED COUP.
THEY AGREED TO
ATTACK IRAQ IF
THE GOVERMMEMT
BROADCAST THE
NATIONAL ANTHEM...

N

| ‘ AS USUAL, MY DAD WAS RIGHT..

Bl



«THE REST OF THE MEWS
WASH'T <0 CO0L...

EAaMIAN
LOSSES
WERE VERY
HEANY ...
HALF OF THE
PLAMES M
THE MISSION
HAVE NOT
EETURNED.

| HOPE FARDISSE'S DAD

| DON'T
HAWE HER,
MNUMBER. .

| KNEW RIGHT AwAY, BUT 1
DT DARE ASK.

IN CLASS, THE TEACHER ASKED US TO WRITE A
FEPORT ABOUT THE WAR.

IT's A
DIFFICUOLT
SUBJECT,
BT IT
CONCERNS
US ALL.
THIMK
aABOUT IT

'l CAREFULLY. |

85

I PIBN'T MNEED TO DD MUCH THIMEIMNG, | KNEMW ALL
ABDUT THE wWaAR.

YOL KMOw WHAT
VOU'RE GOING TO SAY?




T W ey T

| WROTE FOUR PAGES OM THE | WAS VERY PROUD OF MYSELF.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT ENTITLED :

THAT'S PRETTY
“THE ARAB CONQUEST AND HAT SOk
OUR WAR

we THIS WARE, 1S
THE SAME AS THE

GO0D, NOW, PAR -
PISSE, COME TO

BUT THE TEACHER DIDH'T SEEM
TOO IMPRESSED.

wPARDISSE'S REPORT WAS BY FAR THE BEST. IT WAS A LETTER TO
HER FATHER IN WHICH SHE PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF HER MOTHER
AMDP LITTLE BROTHER..

AT RECESS | TEIED TD JOMSOLE HER....
ks % | WISH HE WERE ALIVE }

e s a8 AT
VOUR FATHER, ACTED Llh:E] ‘ G ?ﬁ&ﬂugﬂg el iy

A GEMUIME HER D, YO
SHOULD BE PROUD OF HIM!

THOSE WERE HER EXACT
| WORDS TO ME.

2c



HE JEWELS

YES, IT WAS WAR ALL RIGHT.
RIGHT AWaY, THE
SUPER MARKETS WERE EMPTY,

I“M NOT SURE
IT'S EVEMN WORTH
GETTING & CART .

p— P — i

MIND YOUR OWHMN BUSINESS!
( come on, sTop 1Tt )
{ WHAT'S HER PROBLEM?

(FoRGET aB0UT 1T, MO

AMND M THE PARKING LOT... - -
: Hvm, WeELL
&0 TG THE
STORE ACRDSS
THE STREET
AND TRY TO
GET MORE. WU
MENER, KHOW!

o\

IF STORES
WEEE
CLOSED FOR
A SINGLE
DAY, YOU'D
PROBABLY
EAT EACH
OTHER! AND
WO CALL
SOURSELVES
CIVILIZED
FEQPLE! IF
EVERYOME
TO0 OMLY
WHAT THEY
HEEDED
THERE
WAL

BE EMOLMGH
TO G

AR QUMD

m“‘

How MLAKY BOMES

LEH;H:E G WE GET?

i3



) THERE WASN'T MUCH AT THE
GAS STATIONS EMTHER.

WHY DO YOU THINK ? TO MAKE
STRAWBERRY s0Da!l!

EVERY PORMNING | HAVE

TO PRIVE &40 MILES SO THAT
w0U CAN HAVE A PEACEFUL
LIFE. HOW AM | GDING TO BO
THAT WITH MO CAR 7 HUH?
THAT'S WHY | MEED CAMNS,
FOR GASOLIME! CAN wYOU
UMDERSTAMD THAT? THE
CAR RUMS ON GASHW

L0 YOU HANE ANy
JEERY CAMST

LOOK, | AN 50 SORRY AFTER WE MADE UP, WE WENT HOME WITH MY FATHER.,
PARLIMG ['VE BEEN RUN- '
ik ARDUMD THE WHOLE

D, IWE GOT A SPLITTING -

HE ADACHE. YOU KAEW (6 B/w= L Famm
WHAT 7 P4 JUST GOING m

TO FILL UP THE TANKS /A

AN THEN WELL TRY -

TO FIND & RESTAURANT, r @

< el

Z )

U2 N ey ] VRN

IT TO0K US UNTIL TWO M THE AMORMING. WE 0BVIDUSLY DIDN'T GO TO
AMY RESTAURAMT,

WE DOM'T FILL CANS. OF COURSE THEY'RE MOT SAYING

OTHERWISE THERE WON'T AMYTHING. IT'S A HUGE MESS)

BE ENOUGH FOR EVERYOMNE. IBAG BOMBED THE REFINERY
AT ABADAN!

ALRIGHT. TOD BAD,
BUT 0O WO MMNOW
WHAT'S GOING ONTF
THE PRESS ISM'T

SAYIMG AMNYTHING.

MALL WAS MY MOTHER 'S CHILDHOOD
FRIEMD, SHE LIVED IMN ABADAM
WITH HER HUSBAND AND TWD KIDS,

23



MO OME S

ANSWERING! CID YOU TRY HER
MOTHER? SHE

| TRIED HER e i et

PLACE TGO, BUT
SHE'S DEAF)

AFTER 2ABADAN, EVERY BORDER TOWMN WAS TARGETED BY BOMBERS. MOST OF THE PEOPLE LIVING IM
THOSE AREAS HAD TO FLEE NORTHWARD, FAR FEOM THE IRAQI MISSILES.

29



ENVERYTHING'S DESTRIVED,

HEY, IT'LL BE 0K,
CALM DOWH,..

LOOK AT THIS!
THAT S &LL |
COULD SANE

::_': [TLE]
am BEEE
::.'. [ R N
Frmi

inmj

]
pep— kU]
mesr FHFEE
mma® §FEI

LE ¥ 8 J
et 11T

mamEl wE W

FIRST WE WENT T0 MY MOTHER'S HOUSE, WE KEPT
RIMGING THE DOORBELL, BUT SHE'S DEAF. I'M SORRY.

HO, YOU TID THE
RlaHT THING COMING

HERE.

THAT HOUSE COST A
MILLICH, & MILLION UP
IN SMORE! CAN YOU
IMAGIME THAT ?

C'MON BOYS, I'LL FIX, YOLU
SEAE HOT CHOCOLATE .

THEY DID HAVE A REALLY NICE
HOUSE . WE SFENT QUR VACATION
THERE A FEW YEARS EARLIER.

THE MARBLE ALOME COST ]

e T el i
B i L

Wi i o o o A i B
o b g g,
t’ :":ff{:if-' -, q@

T

20




O, HERE YOU GO0, YOUR BED IS READY, QUR HOUSE 1S YOUR
HOUSE, THE KIDS CAM SLEEP IM MARTI'S ROOM.

08, THANK Y0U TAJ)!
YES, THAMKS,

Q‘

L

YOU TWO, FOLLOW ME,
a
' I

k AT MY HOIUSE, WE
MO, M ALL GROWH HAD ALL THE STAR
IF YOU WaNT, | CAN
BEAD YOU A STORY,

| HAD A
PARTH vADLE,

0K, NOW IT'S TIME TO GO
TO BED. GOODRIGHT, KIBS.

941



MALI AMD HER FAMILY SPENT A WEEK WITH US. THAT'S HOw LONG IT TOOK TO SELL THE TEWELRY AND
CTART OVER, AGAIN. MALIMS MOTHER WAS BITTER AND HARD TO DEAL WITH (AMND DEAF), BUT THEY WEREL
HAPPY AT OUR PLACE. THEM, OME DAY, WE WENT TO THE SUPERMARKET.

HEY, THEY |

E'r'if,L HAVE
KIBEY
BEANS, WE
CAN MAKE
CHILI

TONIGHT.

FLATULENCE 7

: ] SINCE THE me#u&a&s MAVE DES-| [ VOU'RE
CEMPED DN TEHEAM, W0U CAN'T RIGHT THERE,
HAHAHA - HA HA HA! GET ANYTHING 'ru.-am ANYMORE.

HAHAHAHA!
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THEY TAKE MY HEIGHBOR EVEN SAID SHE HEARD _]__,.._.-- S00M, IT WON'T JUST BE FOOD.
EVERYTHING . o THAT THEIR WOMEN ARE PROSTITUTING WITH ALL THOSE SLUTS QUT

J ITH.-E.MﬁEw&ﬁ. MO DIGMITY AT ALL! I e '_:‘mm:, TEUE-::TE &mgﬂ 1;::;}2.“5
0 WATEH HU .

IT's TERRIBLE, WHAT
YOL'RE SAYIMG!

ANYWAY, A5 EVERNYONE
KMNOWS: "SOUTHERM
WOMEN ARE all WHORES ™

| FELT S0 ASHAMED FOR
MYSELF...

TO HAVE THE
IRAQIS ATTALK,
AMD TO LOSE
I &M INSTANT,
EVERYTHIMG
YOU HAD BUILT
OVER A
LIFETIME,
THAT'S

ONE THING...
BUT TO BE
SPAT UPOM
BY YOLE UWwWH
KIND, IT 1S
IMTOLER ABLE !

93



L. THEKEY

THE IRAG] AR MY HAD CONQUERED THE CITY OF KHOREAMSHAHR. THEIR ARMS WERE MODERN, BUT WHERE
IRAG HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY, COMPARED TO IRAG, IRAM HAD A HUGE RESERNVOIR W;PEITE.HTIQL
SOLDIERS. THE NUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT CIFFEREMNCE.,

ME STYLE MY

CAM Y0U HELF
HAIR 7

HAVE 0L SEEX AL
THESE CASUALTIES?

HowW CAM | MOT SEE 7 THEY'RE
COiHG ALL THEY CaM 70 SHOW
HOW MAMY PECPLE HAVE DIED,
THE STREETS ARE PACKED
WITH HUFT AL CHAMBERS,

F
ACCORDING TO SHIFTE -r:z,r.su::il_1
TION, WHEN AN UNMARRIED
MAN DIES, A NUPTIAL
CHAMBER 1S BUILT FOR HIML
THAT WAY, THE DEAD MAN
CAM SYMBOLICALLY ATTAIN
CARNAL KNOWLEDGE .

IT WAS 0BVIOUS THAT =
MAMY OF THE FIGHTEES
DIED VIEGINS.

94

MM, DON'T ALL THESE DEAD (CUR COUNTRY HAS |
PAEAM ANYTHIMG TO 'fm? ALWAYS KRWR
e MERTYRS. S0, LIKE
. MY FATHER SAID:
HEY MEAN I I\ uiiem a BiG WAVE
SOMETHING
bl COMES, LOWER.
VOUR HEAD AND
BUT WE LET IT PaSS!¥
ARE STILL N :

THAT'S VERY PERSIAN. THE
PHILOSOPHY OF RESIGMATION.




2 IT WASH'T ALWAYS EASY .
PUT ON FUNERAL MARCHES,

THEY

| AGREED WITH MY MOTHER. | TOD TRIED TO THIMK OMLY OF LIFE. HOWEVE
AT SCHOOL, THEY LINED US UP TWICE A DAY TO MOURM THE WAR DEAD,

AND WE HAD TO BEAT OUR BREASTS.

ag



| REMEMBER MY IMITIATION. IT WAS THE FIRST
DAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER VACATION.

THEN THE LOUDSPEAKERS STARTED TO SIMG.

WAR HAS TAKEM THE FLOWER

WELLCOME, GIRLS OF IRAN, THE
OF CUR MATION'S YOUTH!

BABABABABAS
7 HEY TROOPS OF...
BE J READY,

BE READY

IT WASH'T 45 BAD A% OME MIGHT THINK, WE'D
SEEM IT BEFORE.

HIT TIMG YOURSELF IS OME OF
THE COUMTRY'S RITUALS, DURIMG

IT COULD GO VERY FAE.

CERTAIN RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES,
SOME FECPLE FLAGELLATED
THEMSELVES BREUTALLY.

=

SOMETIMES IT WAS COMSIDERED
& MACHD THING.




AFTER A LITTLE 'WHILE, MO ONE
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIONS
SERIOUSLY ANYMORE, AS FOR
ME, | IMMEDIATELY STARTED
MAKING FUN OF THEM,

THE MARTYRS!

SATRAF! WHAT ARE wOU
DOING OM THE GROUND?

"M SUFFERING,
CaN'T You SEE?

HOODS FOR, THE SOLDIERS...

EVERY SITUATION OFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
LAUGHS: LIKE WHEN WE HAD TO KMIT WINTER

DR WHEN WE HAD TO DECORATE THE CLASSEOOM
FOR THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION...

STOP THAT! OR. I'LL CALL
THE PRINCIPALY

YOU'RE AS WORTHLESS AS
YOUR DECORATIONS! WOU'RE
WORTHLESS ! YOU HEAR
MET WORTHLESS ...

WHD SalD THAT 7 WHO WAS
IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE
COURAGE TO STAMD UP? IF
NOT, YOU'LL ALL BE PUNISHED!
WELL? \WHO WAS | T 727

WE WERE COMPLETELY UNMITED.

93

YOU'RE ALL SUSPEMDED FOR
A WEEK!




| THINK THAT THE REASON WE WERE S0 REBELLIOVUS WAS THAT QUR GEMERATION HAD KNOWM SECULAR
SLHOOLS, OBYIOUSLY, THEY CALLED QUR PARENTS IM.

o e e L T e, =
e

YOUR CHILDREM HAVE MO
RESPECT FOR ANYTHING.
MO SELF-COMTROL! THE
BAsSIS OF EDUCATION COMES
FROM THE FAMILY!

STOP RIGHT THERE, YOURE
SAYING THAT WE DON™T
KMOW HOW TO EDUCATE
OUR CHILDREN?

LISTEN, WE'RE AT WAR, & m—r_"
OF CHILDEEN DOM'T EVEN HAVE
SCHOOL THESE DAYS. YOURS
HAVE A RARE QPPORTUNITY.
S0 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE

L‘I:-I:E."u"'ﬂf. WELL-BEHAVED !

r'.wer.a._ﬂmwen? S0 THEY CaAM
HIT THEMSELVES TWICE & DAY??

CONERED FROM
| HEAD TO TCE?

[0 THEY can E!-E]

THEY CaM BE
FORBIDDEM
TO PLAY
LIKE THE KIDS
THEY ARE 77

ANYWAY, THAT'S HOw
T 154 EITHER THEY 0BEY
THE LAW, OR THEY RE
EXPELLED™

AND MAKE SURE THEY WEAR
THEIR VELS CORRECTLY...

93

[ IF Hair 15 45
STIMULAT MG
a5 YOu SaY,
THEM YOU NEED
TO SHAVE YOUR

LMU'STA-EHE- 1




GIRLS HAD TO MAKE WINTER

HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT 50, TELL ME,
BOYS HMAD TO PREFPARE TO WHAT'S WRONGT
BECOME SOLDIERS.

YOU DON'T LOOK

HI MES. HASEINE.
WELL.

MRS, HASRIME WaSs JUR MalD,

’

AT SCHOOL . THEY TOLD THE
BOvsS THAT IF THEY WENT
TO War, anD WERE LUCKY
ENOUGH TC DIE, THIS KEY WIULD
GET THEM INTD HEAVEM,

IT'S &
PLASTIC
KEY
PAIMNTED
GOLE.

i IT’S 0K, CRY, LET }

YWOURSELF GO.

'Ll MAKE
SOME TEA.

I'VE SUFFERED <0 MUCH, | RAISED MY FIVE KIbs
WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NOW THEY WaNT
TO TEADE THIS KEY FOR MY OLDEST SOM...

99

ALL MY LIFE, I'VE BEEN FAITHFLL

TO THE RELIGIOM. IF IT'S COME
TO THIS.. WELL, | CAN'T BELIEVE
IM ANYTHIMG ANYMOEE ...

AMD THE EHIF.D}

WHAT DOES HE SAYT




THEY TOLD HIM THAT IN PARA-
PISE THERE WILL BE PLENTY
OF FOOD, WOMEM AMD HOUSES
MADE OF GOLD AND DIAMONDS.

WOPMEN?

BRIMG HIM
HERE, I'LL
TALK TO Him,

OM THE WAY, | THOUGHT
OF MY COUSIN PEYMAN,
HE 'WAS ALSD FOURTEEN,

WHEM | GUT BACK FEOM SCHOOL...

PAADE-UP STORIES! WHAT
HELL ? "Wi4AT PARADIGE ?

LISTEM MSTEAD ﬂ

LISTEN, CHILD, THOSE ARE Ju-a'r]

THIMK ABOUT WHEMN YOU'RE
GROWR DF, w00 wWiLL G0 TO
COLLEGE, YOU'LL BECOME SOMEBDDY,

L I"LL MARRY HER!

HEY! PEYMANTZ., WHAT?,.,
HEXT WEEK YOLFRE

HAVING A PARTY P..lLL
ASKE MY MOM,

THEY GQIVE YOU THE KEYS

TELL ME, AT SCHOOL, DID
TO PARADISE?

A00



SHAMAR WAS AMOTHER COUSIM.
HE HADN'T BEEN LUCKY: THE WAR
STARTED JUST A5 HE BEGAN HIS
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT
Hiph TO THE FRONT RIGHT AWAY.

I 000H! SHAHAB !

MOM, PEVAMAN INVITED ME
TO A PARTY. CAN | &0 7

ITS AWFUL. EVERY DAY | SEE BUSES FULL OF
KPS ARREINVING,

EECRUTIMG CHILDEEN FOR

I wits JUST TAalKiMGg TO
P AMAID, SHE SAID THEY'RE
THE FEONT, R.Eﬂl.,u-f!]?

; : PHOTIZE THEM AND JUST T0SS
THEY COME FROM THE POOR AREAS YOU IT'S HUTS ! THEY HY
CAM TELL.FIRST THEY CONVINCE THEM THEM INTO BATTLE. ABSOLUTE CARMAGE.

THAT THE AFTERLIFE IS EVEM BETTER

THAM DISHEYLAND, THEN THEY PUT THEM
IM A TRANCE WITH all THEIR S0NGS...

[ AN
IR

Zay
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THE KEY TO PARADISE WAS FOR POOR, PEOPLE. THOUSANDS OF YOUNG KIDS, PROMISED A BETTER LIFE,
EXPLODED OM THE MIMEFIELDS WITH THEIR KEYS AROUND THEIR MECKS.

il v g 1T

MES, MASRIME'S S0M MAMAGED TO AVOID THAT FATE, BUT LOTS OF OTHER KIDS FROM HIS NEIKGHBORHOOD DIDN'T.

MEAMNWHILE, | &0T TO GO TO MY FIRST PARTY. HOT OHLY DID MY MOM LET ME GO, SHE ALSD
KMITTED M.él A SWEATER FULL OF HOLES AMD MADE ME A MECKLACE WITH CHAINS AND NAILS. FUMNK

FOCK "WAS M
=

1 WAS LODKIMNG SHARP.
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= THE WINE

AFTER THE BORDER TOWNS, TEHRAN
BECAME THE BOMBERS" MAIM TARGET.
TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER PEQPLE 1M OUE
BULDING, "WE TURMED THE BAGEMENT INTD
A SHELTER. ENERY TIME THE SIREM AMG
OUT, EVERYOME WOHLD RUN DIWRSTAIRS..

PUT YOLR CIGARETTE QUT. THEY S4Y THAT THE GLOW OF
A CIGARETTE 15 THE EASIEST THING TO SEE FROM THE SKY.






IT WASN'T TUST THE BASEMENTS. THE INTERIORS OF HOMES ALSD
CHANGED. BUT IT WASN'T OMLY BECAUSE OF THE IRAQI PLANES. ﬁiﬁ:&'ﬁwﬂg&;: H"LE”:{:;E
REGIME. & GLIMPSE OF WHAT GOES
PMOM, WHAT'RE WOU DOING? ) ON IN OUR. HOUSE \WOLLD BE ENOUGH
FOR THEM TO DEMOUNCE LS

————

THE MASKING TAPE 1S TO PROTECT
AGAINST FLYING GLASS DURING &

BOMBIMG AND THE BLACK. CURTAING ARE
TO PROTECT US FROM OUR. NEIGHBORS.,

XV —=
| W7

S,

AL TS
TS

THE QTHER MIGHT . TWwW0 GUARDIANS
OF THE REVOLUTION PATROLS PAID THEM

TINODSH S ! A WISIT,

SOMEONE TOLD LS
YOU WERE PLAMNMING
A PARTY. YU KNDW
THAT IT'S STRICTLY
FORBIDDEM!

THEY FOUMD RECORDS AMD VIDED- AT EARMED HIM SEVENTY- ~
CASSETTES AT THEIE PLACE. A DECK FIVE LASHES . :Eﬁfﬁi&fﬁLﬂﬁ R
OF CARDS, A CHESS SET. IN OTHER

> 5 HER. OFF WITH A HEFTY

WIRDS ENERYTHING THAT'S BANKMED,
. G S FIME . BUT HE CAN'T sWALK

AMYMORE.. NOW YO SEE
WHY "M PUT TIMG UP

THE CURTAINS. WITH

THE PARTIES WE HAVE

OM THURSDAYS AMND THE
CARD GAMES ON MONDANS,
| WE HAVE TO BE CAREFUL.

GET wOUR ASE
I THE CAR, MOVE!

=

T

-
RTINS
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M SPITE OF ALL THE D;m::.ﬂﬂ*;, THE PARTIES “WENT O, "WITHOUT THEM IT WOULDNT BE
POYLHULOGICALLY BEARABLE ¥ SOME SAID. "ATTHOUT F‘AE_TPEEJ WE MIGHT AS WELL TUST BUEY JUESELVES
MOW," ADDED THE OTHERS. MY UMELE INVITED US TO HIS HOUSE TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF MY COUSIM,

EVERVWOME WAS THERE. EVEM GEANDMA WAS DANCIMNG.

DAMN !
POWER OUTAGE!!

BE CAREFVL

WHERE Yov
STEp!!

CON'T WIRREY ABROUT IT!
FLL G0 GET THE TARR.

A FARE IS & KIND OF DRUSM MY FATHER
PLAYED IT VERY wWELL LIKE A PRO.

WE HAD EVERY THING. WELL,
EVERYTHING THAT WaS FORBIDDEN,
EVEM ALLOHOL, GALLONS OF IT.

MY UNCLE Was THE VINTHEE.
HE HAD BUILT A GENUIME WINE-
MAKING LAE [N HIS BASEMENT,

MES, HASRINE, WHD WasS alsd
HIS CLEANIMG LADRY, CRUSHED
THE GRAPES.

ul
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FORGIVE ME!
GOD

FORGIVE ME!




SUDDENLY, SIRENS STARTEDR TO WaiL... wee SND MY AUNT DID TOD.

| FOUMD MYSELF WITH THE MEWERIREMN BABY WE
HAD BEEN CELEBRATIMG IM MY ARMS

SIMCE THAT DAY, I'VE HAD DOUBTS ABOUT THE
SO-CALLED "MATERMAL INSTINCT

A0F



AFTER THE ALERT, WE WENT HOME
SHE'S COMPLETELY MUTS! DID YoU
SEE HOW SHE DROPPED THE BABY? !
THAT WAS PRETTY INCREDIBLE !

| WO TAKE
THAT FEOM Y0,
FOf TWENT™Y
YEARS I"VE
WORKED FOR THIS
COURMTREY aAMp
VIO DARE TO TALK
T ME LIKE THAT?

YOU THINK 1"M STURID 7!

OF WESTERMIZED TRASH!
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FORGIVE HIm, LISTEM, | COULD YOURE LUCKY TO HAVE THIS .
BE YOUR MOTHER. . HOW OLD WOMAN FOR YOUR WIFE, OTHER- o e S
ARE Y0U7? SINTEEM 7... WISE YOLI'D ALREADY BE 1M HELL! : p

MY DAUGHTER 16 TWELVE... SEE WHAT YOU HAVE AT HOME,
FORGIVE HIM...

-E]FE,AHD‘MAI MET“ WHE-M WE-rR-E- THE-""" FDLL{:WE-G U'E .&_LL. THE— wﬂ-"" HE"'"'.-E-r

HOME, GET 0UT FIRST. I'LL TRY T{
STALL HIM. FLUSH ALL THE ALCOHOL
DOWM THE TOILET.

DON'T WY
PEAR. 'MW\ USED

TO T, WHEM YOUR
FATHER WAS ALIVE,
I WAS AlNAYS
HiDiMG HIS TEACTS,

MUST YOuU REALLY WHERE 00
YoU Two

COME UPSTAIRST?
OUR, ELDEEY MEIGHEDE

HAS A HEART COMDITION. THINK YOU'RE
IF HE'S FRIGHTEMED

BY THE NOISE, IT COULD

KiLL HIM .
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DIABETES, TUST LIKE My MOTHER !

| HAVE DIABETES, MY BOY,

IF | DON'T DRINK A LITTLE SYRUF,

M GOING TO FAINT. S0 YOU UNDERSTAND
IT'S URGENT !

HUREY UFT | DON'T KW
HOW MUCH LONGER. YOUR
FATHER CAM STALL THEM!

@D THE FINAL TOUCH J'

LA !

tHEEE THEY CELME-'!I
[

HEY, YoU DIDN'T ] MY GOD L. MNEED

WHERE IMPEED! THEIR FAITH
H 1 THROW IT ALL OUT? A PICK -ME-UP,,.

HAS KMOTHING TO PO WITH
IPEOLOGY! & FEW BALS
WERE AlLL HE MEEDED
TO FORGET THE

4410



=~ THE CIGARETTE

WE WEEE USED TO IT. | WAS GROWING UF AMD
| EVEM HAD FRIEMDS CGLDER THAM ME,

THE WAR, HAD BEEN GOING OM FOR TWU YEARS.

YWESTERDAY OM THE MEWS THEY SAID WE
DESTROYED 4% IRAQI PLAMES. RIGHT AFTER
0M THE BBC, | HEARD THAT IM FACT THE IRAQIS

HAD SHOT DOWN TwWO OF OURS.

o S —

IT'S PERFECTLY (LEAR . EVERY DAY THEY TELL US THAT
WENE DESTROVED TEN PLANES AND FIVE TANKS, IF ¥
START FROM THE BEGIMNING OF THE WAR, THAT MAKE

THOUSAND PLANES AMD THREE TRIVSAMD TAMKS DESTROVED.

EVEM THE AMERICANS DON'T HAVE AN AR MY THIS BlG.

| GET IT, I'M
GOING TO TELL MY

M0, WEVE GOT PHYSICAL EDUCA-

wa THERE'S THE BELL.
DOM'T “OU HAVE CLASST

WE'RE GOING FOR, BURGERS.

) TION BUT WE'RE NOT GOIMNG.

UIE.&E.EE?

it

ALL YOU HEERED WAS SOME MINEY,

THEY ALSO
Hﬁ‘dEFH}T'EJE{tE-.

)

YEAH! AT KANSAS ON TORDANM
AVENUE.

DOM'T LODK AT ME LECE THAT.
WE'LL CLIME THE WALL.

TO O IT.

HA HA Ha Ha!

IF | WANTED TO BE FRIEMDS
WITH AL-YEAR-OLDS, | HAD

| WASH'T CHICKEM, SO |
FOLLOWED THEM .

| HAD ALREADY BROKEN THE
FULES OMCE BY GOIMG TO THE
CEMONSTRATION IM “39. THIS
WAS THE SECOND TIME .
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JORDAM AVEHUE WAS WHEFE THE
TEEMHAGERS FROM MOETH TEHRAN
{THE MICE MEIGHBOR HOODS) HUMG
DUT. KANSAS WAS ITS TEMPLE |

DID WOU SEE HIS HAIR T
JUST LIKE ROD STEWSRT)

e
IF SOME PUBLIC PLACES HAD SURVIVED THE REGIME'S REPRESSION,
EITHER IT WAS TO LEAVE U5 A LITTLE FREE SPACE, OR ELSE IT WAS QUT
OF 1GNORANCE, PERSOMALLY, THE LATTER THEORY SOUNMDED MORE LIKELY:
THEY FROBABLY HADN'T THE SLIGHTEST IPEA WHAT "KAMSASY WAS,

i
b=
ET & BUZZ CUT!

b YEAH, IF HE GET
. CAUGHT, HE'LL
&

FOLLOW THE OTHERS, | MEAN. | WAS

WE LET THE BOYS KNOW THAT THEY COULD FOLLOW US BY A FEW SIGNS.

TOO YOG TO INTEREST THEM.

‘- .

AN

WHAT THE HELL
ARE YOU DOING T
o

WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT IF “WE
WERE IM THE STREET DURING A&

BOMBING, WE SHOULD LIE DOWH M

wi THE SIRENS WENT OFF.

THE GUTTER FOR SAFETY.

A1



THE WONDERFUL DAY WAS [ &0 MAYBE IT'S

SPOILED BY MY MOM YOU DARE TO WE WHO CUT
LIE STRAIGHT CLASS P
S0 HOW WAS TO MY FACE? -
SCHOOL Y

BUT ALL | HAD WAS )
AND YOU JUST LED AGAIN! THE
RELIGION CLASS! SCHOOL CALLED AND SAID YOU HAD
RZAMMAR, THIS AFTERNGON
| DON'T GIVE 4 ’ :
A DAMN You '
DON'T CUT (LaSS!

YO TELL ME THE TRUTH
RIGHT HOw OR. ELSE wOU'LL
BE PUNISHED TWICE!

| HAD SAID RELIGION TO TRY TO
MAKE MY MOTHER LESS ANGEY,
BUT IT HADN'T WORKED.

MY MOTHER USED THE SAME
TALTICS AS THE TORTURERS.

-
THIS TIME | OVERED ]
FOR YOUL BUT IT'S THE
LAST TIME! MNOW IS THE
TIME FOR, LEARMING |
WOLF HAVE “OLFE WHOLE
LIFE TO MAVE FUMY WHAT
ARE SOU GOWMG TO BE
WHEN YOU GEOW UPP?
IM THIS COUMTRY o
HAVE TO KMONW EVERY-
THNG BETTER THAM
ANYOME ELSE IF WOU'RE
GOirily TO SUEVIWE .

RIDN'T YOU MEET DAD WHEM

YOU \WERE FOURTEENK? DICTATOR !
- Y ARE THE

s GUARDIAM OF
THE REVOLUTION
OF THIS HOUSE!

YWOU'RE MNOT
FOURTEEN!

A135



SOMEWHAT LATER..

THE IRANIAN ARMY HAS
RETAKEM KHOIREAMSHAHR...

FOR THE FOURTH
TIME THIS MONTH.

EVEM IF IT'S TRUE, WHAT
DIFFEREMCE DOES IT MAKE
TOUS?

MAY | G0 TO THE
BASEMENT, MA'AM?

AN

Gaﬁ, MISS SATRAM,

THE BASEMENT wWas MY
HIDEAWAY,

AS IT TURNEDR OUT, THEY

DID RETAKE KHORRAMSHAHR ,

WE ALL THOUGHT THAT THE
WAR WOULD FINALLY END .

IM FACT, IRAQ PROPOSED

A SETTLEMENT, AMND SaURI
ARABIA WAS WILLING TO
Pay FOR RECONSTREULTION,
TO RESTORE FEACE TO THE
AREA

BUT QUR GOVERMNMENT wWas
AGAINST IT.

THEY Dﬁcmﬂenzl

WE REFUSE THIS
iMPOSED PEACE!

A4




WE SHALL CONQUER KARBALA™ )

| THE WALLS WERE SUDDENLY COVERED WITH BELLIGERENT SLIGANS,
T

| I | | |

THE OME THAT STRUCK ME MOST BY ITS GIRY IMAGERY WAS: "TO DIE A MARTYR
1S TO INJECT BLOOD INTO THE VEIMS OF SOCIETY."
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N
1E HATURALLY, THE REGIME N THE NAME OF THAT ‘WAR, THEY
3 BECAME MORE REFPRESSIVE. EXTERMINATED THE EMEMY WITHIN.

THOSE WHO OPPOSED THE REGIME WERE
SYSTEMATICALLY ARRESTEDR...

AS FOR ME, | SEALED IT WAS AWFUL, BUT
MY ACT OF REBELLION KOFFF | KOFFF | THIS W.AS NOT THE
AGAIMST My MOTHER'S : MT T &IVE 1M,
DICTATORSHIP BY KOF FF-!I i bl 0 GIVE
SMOKING THE 3

CKAARETTE I'D STOLEN
FROM MY UNCLE TWO
WEEKS EARLIER .

WITH THIS FIRST
CIGARETTE, | KISSED
CHILDHOOD GOOUEYE .

MOW | WAS A GROWMN-UP,

1%



# e a
¥ :!_5'_?-

S v

TULY 4982, WE WERE AT MY AUNT S PLACE, THE
INTERMAL WAR HAD BECOME A BIGGER 1590E THAN
THE WAR AGAINST IRAQ . AMYOHE SHOWING THE
SLIGHTEST RESISTANCE TO THE REGIME WAS PERSECUTED,

TAHER, STOF

THERE MUST BE A LOT OF
S PAOKING!

PEOPLE IN THE 0PPOSITION
M OUR NEMGHBORHOOD. WE
HEAR GUMSHOTS EVERY DAY,

THE STRESS | GET FEOM
EVERY GUHSHOT | HEAR

IS MUCH WORSE FOR ME
THAMN THE CIGARETTES.

' SINCE HE HAD SEMT HIS OLDEST S0M TO HOLLAMD,
UMCLE TAMER HAD HAD TWO HEART ATTACKS. HE
WAS ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEM TO SMMOKE,

THE BUTCHER TOLD ME HE'S
SEEM KIbS EXECUTED 1M THE
STREET “WITHOUT EVEMN HAVING
EEM TUDGED., THE SHAME OF IT.

WHEM | THIMK
ABOUT IT, I'™M
GLAD THAT

MY SOM IS SAFELY
ABR.OAD. BUT WITH
THE BORDERS

CLOSED, HOW AM
| EVER GOIMG TO
SEE HIM AGAINT

THE BORCERS WERE CLOSED FOR THREE YEARS
BETWEEMN 4280 AMD A98% .

HOW MANY TIMES DID | SAY TO MY WIFE, "COME
OM, LET'S JOIN HIM." SHE PIDN'T WANT TG. SHE
INVOKED HER. COUNTRY, HER FAMILY, ETC, ETC .

rAvanv, () -
ALREADY §9. BUT
THOSE POOR 20-
YEAR -OLDS WHD
{t GET SLAUGHTERED,

THEY KILL ME...
L'I‘HE."-:" kiLL ME.!

-

MY UMCLE TAHER WAS S0 SAD THAT IT KUET TO
LOOK AT HIM. MO ONE DARED SAY &4 WOEDR.
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SOME DPaYS LATER .

WHAT ARE “OU THISKING ?

ARSUT TAHER, His SO8d
LEAVIMG HAS DOME HIM M,
I'VE MEVER SEEM HIM LIKE THAT,

You'l BE BETTER, OFF
WITHILT Mall POLISH.
YOU COULD GET ARRESTED.

FLL PUT MY
HARPS 1M
My POLEETS.

| &M% SO LUCKY TO BE
MAREIED TO 4 MAN
LIKE w0, “MHFRE

SO SENSITIVE. THE
KINDEST MaAK 00 EARTH,

CAN YOU IMAGINE ? & THIRKTEEN,
FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD CHILDE ALOME
M A COUNMTRY WHERE HE DOESN'T
EVEM SPEAK THE LANGUAGE 7

WHERE DO YOU SUEPISE
tHE GETS THAT?

IT ALwaANYS RINGS AT

THE WRONG TIME !

419

GET REAL UP TO & CERTAIN
AGE, YOU MEED YOUR, FARENTS
THEM LATER, THEY MEED WOU.

SOMETIMES IT SLARES ME
HOW BLUMT SHE 5.

ITLL HELF HER,
LATER OM. YDU'LL SEE.




UNCLE TAKEE HAD JUsT
SUFFERED HIS THIRD HEART
ATTACK . WE WEEE OFF TO
THE HOSPITAL.

W

RED CRESCEMT TELUCKS WERE FPULLED UP IN FEOMNT OF THE HISPITAL,
CALLING FOE PEOFLE TO GIVE BLOOD FOR THE WAR WOUMDED, THERE
WERE S0 MANY OF THEM.,

GWE 8L00D!
GIVE BLo0D!!

TALISCHI... THAT'S
342, THIRD FLOOK,
AT THE END OF

THE HaLL TO THE

120



THEY THREW A GREMADE... THEY WANTED TO ARREST SOME
COMMUNISTS WHD WERE HIDING MNEAR QUR PLACE, AND THEY
THEEW A& GREMADE...TAHER COULDM T DEAL WITH IT... WHEM |
CAME INTD THE LIVING EO0AM, HE WAS LYIMG ON THE FLODE...

HE MEEDS OFEN HEART
E.UF.E.EE'H, BUT THEY'RE NOT
EQUIPPED HERE. THEY TOLD
ME THAT HE HAS TO BE SENT

|h-'l—I——--_"'ﬂ

(70 0O THAT, HE NEEDS |

A PERMIT, THEY GaVE ME
THE MAME OF THE HOSPIT AL
DIRECTOR ., IF HE AGREES,
TAHER, WILL &GET A
PASSPORT S0 HE CaM &O.

M

SINCE THE BORDERS WERE
CLOSED, OMLY VERY SICK PEOPLE
(IF THEY GOT A PERMIT FROM
THE HEALTH MINISTRY) \WWERE
ALLOWED TO LEAVE.

IT'S 0M THE 47" FLOOR., HUMBER 4105.)
I {
&

DALY MY AUMT WAS ALLOWED IN. SHE
HAD & Bl SURPRISE. THE DIRECTOR
WAS HER, FORMER WINDOW WASHER,,
CHE ACTED AS IF SHE DIDN'T RECOGMIZE
HIM TO AVOID OFFENDING HIM,

MY HUSBAND HAD HIS THRD  §
HEART ATTACK. HE MEEDS MED]-
CAL CARE DUTSIDE THE cr:uu'rw,J

WE'LL [0 OUR BEST.
F GOD WiLLS IT,
HE'LL GET BETTER.
EVERYTHING
DEFEMDS ON GOD.

| HEED YOUR
AUTHORIZATION
S0 HE CAM GET
A PASSPORT !

121

ALl THAT CREEPY “WINMDPOW
WASHER HAD TO DO TO BECOME
DIRECTOR, OF THE HOSPITAL WAS
TO GROW A BEARD ANMD PUT OM A
SIHT! THE FATE OF MY HUSBAMD
DEPEMDS OM A WINDOW WASHER!
MOW HE'S S0 RELIGIOUS THAT HE
WOM'T LOOK A WOPAN IN THE
EYE . THE PATHETIC FOOL ' J




AFTER, THE DIRECTOR, WE WENT TO SEE THE
CHIEF OF STAFF, DR. FATHI.

LOOK IMN THIS RO0M,. THEY'RE ALL VICTIMS
0F CHEMICAL WEAPDHS!

pMATAM, WE WILL PO WHAT WE Car. WE ARE
TERRIBLY STRAPFED AT THE MOMENT.

THE GERMAMARNS SELL CHEMICAL WEAPDORMS TO IRAR AMD IRAG. THE WOIUNDED ARE
THERN SENT TO GERMANY TO BE TREATED, VERITABLE HUMAN GUINES FlIG5.

WHY ARE YOU TELLING ME THIS?! | COULDH™T
. CaLm POWHN, DEAR . WE'LL BE
ARE LESS. | WANT MY HUSBAND TO GET WELL! ENERYTHING WILL BE ALL RIGHT BACK
FIGHT, BON'T WORREY .
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WE WENT TO SEE AR ACGUAIN-
TANCE OF MY FATHER'S, KHOSRO.
HIS BROTHER AMD MY UNCLE AMOODSH
WERE [N PRISON TOGETHER DURING
THE REIGN OF THE SHAH,

EBl, THE BROTHER OF
AMOOSH 7 COME IM! COME IM!

LOOK, EBI, A WHILE MONTH'S
WORK, JUST FOR THE STAMP,

HOwW MAUCH TiME
sWILL 1T TAKE TO
MAKE A PASSPLRT?
., .I-'I-‘l
)
i

S

4 WEEK, .

s i

THIS IS MILOUFOR . HER BREOTHER
WAS MY MESSENGER BOV., THEY
ARE LOOKING ALL OVER, FOE HER.
BECAUSE SHE'S A COMMUNMIST, |
LET HER, STAY 1IN MY BASEMENT,

SIMCE THEY SHUT DOVWM MY
PUBLISHING COMPANY, I'VE BEEN
PRINTING FAKE PASSPORTS. BlG
SELLERS, YWOU WANT OMET?

WHEN THEY LET HIM OUT, MY
BROTHER STARTED GOING TO
COUMNTER -REVOLUTIONAR Y
CEMONSTRATIONS . HE TOLD ME THAT
THE CHIEF OF THE MEW EXECUTIONERS
WAS HIS TORTURER [N THE SHAH'S
PRISOM. HE SAW IT 'WITH HIS OwHM
EYES. HE SAID "KHOSRO, | CAN'T
TAKE AMY flRES | MADE HIM A
FAKE PASSPOR T AND HE SOUGHMT

SHE'S EMHTEEM, THE SAME AGE
&5 MY DAUGHTER,, MARDAMNA .

R

iR mE Sy = E R

et 1L LE

KHOSRO'S wuﬁHTe HAD LEFT

WITH HER MOTHEE RIGHT
AFTER THE REVOLUTION .

AL3

POLITICAL ASYLUM IN SWEDEN,

YouU CAM COME IN.
THEY'RE FEIEMDS .

v

THEY'VE BEEM SEARCHING
THE HOUSES OF EVERYONE
I HER FAMILY. THIS IS THE
OMLY PLACE SHE'S SAFE .



AFTER HEGOTIATING & PRICE, THE
EQUIVALENT OF ABOUT $200, KHOSRD
AGREED TO MAKE A PASSPORT IN
FIVE DAYS, WE WENT BACK TO THE
HOSPITAL FEELING A LITTLE BETTER,

| SAW KHOSED, HE CaN
MAKE A PASSPORT FOR
TAHER, BY WEDMESDRAY.

HE‘S COME TO, HE WANTS
TO SEE YL,

F S

SEE, IT'S NOT

THE CIGARETTES
THAT I IT!
T WAS THAT
DAMM GREMADE..

TIALIRLA!

_—

4

SELF, TALK ABOUT

= _
DON'T UPSET YOUR-
SOMETHIMNG ELSE |

LOOK AT HOW LITTLE
MARTJI 1S SROWING
UP. ONE DAY SHE'LL
LEAVE AMD YOU'LL
SEE HOW HARD IT IS
TO LOSE YOUR KIDS,

.

| HAVE OMLY OME WISH, AMD THAT'S TO
SEE MY SOM AGAIN, ONE LAST TIME.

J
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TW0 DAYS LATER, NILOUFAR,
THE EMGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD
COMMUNIST, \WAS SPOTTED,

ARRESTED...

AND EXECUTED.

KHOSEQ FOUNMD HIS HOUSE
RansACKED..

FLED ACRO0SS THE MOUMTAINS
TO TURKEY...

AMD SO0GHT ASYLUM WITH
HIS BROTHER 1IN SWEDPEM.

SAME DaY...

.HE MEVER GOT TO SEE HIS SOM...

L5



A YEAR AFTER MY UMNCLE DIED, THE BORDERS WERE REOPEMED.
MY PARENTS RAMN TO GET PASSPOETS.

S——

SHE SURE DIDN'T LOOK VERY
HAPPY. IM FACT, SHE WAS
UMNEECOGMNIZABLE. ,

LOOK AT THE LAST PAGE: “IT IS

STRICTLY FORBIDDEMN TO TRAVEL
IN GECLRIED PALESTIMNE WITH THIS
POCLMERT

My GOD, JUST LDOK
AT ME [N THIS

PICTURE, "WITH THE
SCARF 0N My HEAD,

AS SOOM AS | GET MY
PASSPORT, WE'LL GO
OM & BIG TRIP!

}

[\WE WANT TO SPEND SOME
TIME TIDJEE.THE.E,I, JusT THE
WO OF US, FOR. ‘A FEW DAWS.,

WELL, ACTUALLY...

&)

BAH., TURKEY'S Fﬂg
THE BIRDS. ORLY
UNCOOL PEOFLE &0
TO TURKEY, IF
YOURE TAKING A
TRIP, \WY MOT GO
TO EUROFE OF THE
UMITED STATES L.,

IF 0L WAKT S TO BRING 0L
BACK SOME F'.!.E.E-.l.'*:.l'ﬂ'*;F JUST A,

A DENIM JACKET, CHOCOLATE, A
POSTER, MO, T'WD POSTERS. DNE OF
KIA WILDE. AMD ONE OF IRON MAIDEN.

WHAT CAN YOU BRIMG ME BACK

FROM TURKEY ¥ SHISH-KEBARS 7

o —

g

LISTEA MART] WHERE ]
B0 WO THINE SLL THE

IROM MAKEN? THD
FOUR BRUTES?
e

HIP STUFF YU LIKE
COMES FROM 7

DURIMNG THE WAR, THERE WERE
HO IMPORT S FEOAM THE WEST.

ALE

THEY'RE MOT BRUTES.
I REALLY LIKE WHAT THEY DD,

C.fﬂu LIKE THAT ?)




FIRST THING AFTER THEY &GOT TO KTANBUL, THEY WENT TO BUY THE FOSTERS.

Y [ apsoLuTELY!

'M GlLaD IT'5 0 HARD
WE FOUNP | | For Kips i
TUST

IRAM, THE FO0R
THIMGS.

TRUTH, YOU

REALLY LIKE

RO MAIDEN 7
S LM S

You
HYPOCRITE!

| WONDER HOW
WE'RE GOIMNG
TO GET THEM
FAasT
CUSTOMS!

AS SO0M A5 THEY WERE IM THE
HOTEL, THEY SET TO FINDIMG & WaY.

WE COULD FOLD THEM. AMD HIDE THEM
I8 THE LINBG OF THE SINTCASE!

FoLD THEMP THAT Wikl LEAVE
PAARHG, SHELL BE TAARPIRMTED,

.

AMD THEN MY MOTHER Hal A
OGEEAT IGEA...

A23F

Lo

TAKE - .y
OFF YOUR. | = ~
COAT.




il

HEY, WHAT ARE Y0U DOMG? I YOLFRE SURE
” I LODK HORMAL ?
WAIT, YOU'LL SEE. )

YOU TUST LLOK LIKE
YOU'RE WEARING
SHOULDER PADS.
IT'S STYLISH.

BEHING 1T ...

v NP THEM SEWED 1T BACK 1M,

A8



ARRIVING AT TEHRAN'S
MEHEABAD AIRFPOET...

@mce VOUR BAGS DN THE mm&)

F N WALKING LIKE anﬁsusfsnf_}

S0, WHAT HAVE YOU GOT WITH

? ALCOHOL 7 PLAYING CARDS?
MUSIE? FILM T CHESS SET P

MAGAZINES 7...

MOTHING. JUST
PERSONAL

[ wOU REALIZE THAT IF | FIND
ANYTHING ILLEGAL, I'LL...

YOU'RE SURE YOU'VE GOT
HOTHIMNG ILLEGAL ¥

SIR, PLEASE
B0 WE REALLY
LOOX LIKE
SAMUGGHLERS Y
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BACK HOME ...

HERE, THIS IS FOE “0OU. MIKE'S
LATEST MODPEL .
If--.- a
[ ]
< f.-h

(& *n‘ \\ CD

| h
= -
'- ; oy F
" - i ¥
F k
i = Ll
. "Jl,,"l_'. -____,.-_
] -~ I
B~
]

BE
! WANTED POSTERS
CAREFUL'N nioT pHOTOS
.
/£ .

THANK YOU MOM! S0, HOW
WAS TURKEY ?

THAMK YOUR
MOTHER. IT WS
HEE IDEA.

GREAT!
IT Was
A LITTLE
coLp,

BUT IT

| LOVED TURKEY .




| PUT MY POSTERS UP IM MY ROOM,

| PUT MY 1983 NIKES OM..

F

o AND MY DEMIM TACKET WITH THE MICHAEL
JACKSON BUTTOMN, AMD OF COURSE, MY HEADSCARF.

[_5::. WHAT DO YOU THINK ?

\K

434

M GOING OUT. F l
MOT FAR. OM GANDHI

AVEMUE.

BE BACK
IN AM
HOUR !

I'LL BE
BACH M
TWO

FOR AM IRAMIAMN MOTHER, MY
M-:'JM WAS VERY PERMISSIVE .
OMLY KNEW TWO 0 THREE
THER GIELS WHD COULD &D
mrr ALONE AT THIRTEEN. _J
DAL e




FOR A YEAR MNOW, THE FOOD SHORTAGE HAD BEEN RESOLVED BY THE GROWTH OF THE BLACK MARKET,
HOWEVER, rmmmd TAPES WAS A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED, O GAMDHI AVEMUE YOU COULD FIND THEM
SOMETIMES,

ABBA, BEE GEES , VAZOO , JULIO IGLESIAS TIKAEL MACKSON
i et S Pk o | vIDEDS, Music,
ESTEVIE VONDER P FLOYD ; CARDS, LIPSTICK,

MAIL
POLISH,
CHESS

e

JWE'RE THE KIDS
M AMERICA farts.

THEY WERE GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION, THE

WOMEN'S BRANCH. THIS GROUFP HAD BEEMN ADUDED IN
4282 TO ARREST WOMEN WHO WERE IMPROPERLY
WVEILEDR, (LIKE ME, FOR EXAMPLE.)}

A3 L



THEIR J08 WaAS TO PUT US BACK
OM THE STRAIGHT AMD HARR W
By EXFLAIMIMG THE UTIES OF
MUSLIA WOMEM .

[mmﬁ L WEARING THISE W'ma?i'

IT WS OEVIDUS THAT SHE HAD

MO IPEA WHAT PUMK WAL,

AND YOU WEAR THIS JACKET
FOR BASKETBALL TO0 77

WHAT DO | SEE HEREF
MICHAEL JACKSOM! THAT
SYMBOL OF DECADENCE?

THERE WaS NI ALTERMNATIVE.
| HAD TO LIE.

| WEAR, THESE
BECAUSE | FLaAY
BASKETBALL,

MO, IT'S MALCOLM X, THE LEADER
| of'BLACK MUSLIME N AMERICA |

BONT GIVE ME THAT!

KMOW HIMA,

BACK THEM, MICHAEL JaCKSOM
WS STILL BLACK.

AREMN'T YOU ASHAMED TD WEAR
TIGHT JEANS LIKE THESE??

G0 0N, GET M THE CAR.
WE'RE T AKIMG YIU DOWH
TO THE COMMITTEE,

THE COMMITTEE WAS THE HQ OF
THE GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION,

133




AT THE COMMITTEE, THEY DIONT HAVE TO INFORM. MY] : ,
PARENTS. THEY COULD DETAIN ME FOR HOURS, OR MA'AM, MY MOTHER'S
FOR DAYS. | COULD BE WHIPPED, IN SHORT, ANYTHING DEAD. MY STEPMOTHER
COULD HAPPEN TO ME. IT WAS TIME FOR ACTION, IS REALLY CRUEL AMD IF

| DPOMN'T GO HOME RIGHT
F
[ P SORRY MATAM! FLL NEVER DO IT AGAIM... AWAY, SHE'LL KILL ME...

~

CHELL BLEM ME WITH
THE CLOTHES IROM !

SHE’LL MAKE MY
FATHER PUT ME

IN AN ORPHANAGE

MAYBE SHE BELIEVED ME, MAYBE SHE JUST
PRETEMNDED TO. BUT, MIRACULOUSLY, SHE LET ME GO.

BACK HOME...

| GOT OFF PRETTY EASY

CONSIDERING . THE GUARDIANS ) WE'RE THE KIDS IN
MARII! WHAT HAPPENED 7 OF THE REVOLUTION DIDN'T AMEREICA WHOAD )
HAVE YOU BEEN CRYING 7 FIND MY TAPES.

TIRED. I'M GOING TO

MO MOM, I'M TUST
MY EODMN,

THEEE WAS MO WAY | COULE TELL
THE TRUTH. SHE HEVER wWOULD
HAVE LET ME GO OUT ALONE AGAIN,

T EACH MIS DWW WY OF CALMAING DO

SELH



b 188 THE SHABBAT

TO KEEP US FROM FORGETTING THAT WE WERE AT WAR, IRAQ OFTED FOR A KEW STRATEGY...

| HEARD THEY EE GOIMNG TO USE WHAT ARE YU SAYING? WE'RE
BALLISTIC MISSILES AGAINST US. MOT AT WAR WITH THE SOVIET
UNION. | DOM'T BELIEVE THE IRAQIS
HAVE WEAPONS LIKE THAT.

MISSILES THAT CaM G0 THAT FAR COST A FORTUME!

(WELL, THAT'S WHAT THE RUMIRS SV ) \
[ WE IRAMIANS ARE OLYMPIC CHAM-

FIONS WHEN IT COMES TO GOSSIF.

FROM THE IRAQ BORDER TO TEHRAM IT'S THOUSANDS OF MILES. ]

SHE'S RIGHT. WE LOVE TO wOU SEEM TO HAVE THE
EXAGHERATE CPPOSITE SYMPTOM |

@wmvmwmr?.]

| EVEN WHEM YU SEE SOMETHING
WITH YOUE OWHN EYES, WOU
MEED COMFIRMATION FR.OM
THE BBC,

TUST LEADS ME TO BE
SKEPTICAL .

[nw MNATURAL OPTIMISM

435




MOA'S PESSIMISM SO0 WON DUT OVER DAD'S GPTIMISM, IT TURMNED OUT THAT THE IRAQIS BID HAVE
MISSILES, THEY WERE CALLED "SCUDSY AND TEHR AM BECAME THEIR TARGET,

]

SN \;HH \ (1))
\. A P

il

WHEM THE SIRENS WENT O, IT MEAMT WE HAD
THEEE MIMUTES TO ENIW IF THE END HADR COME

COMSIDERIMG THE DAMAGE THEY DO, WHETHEE
WE'RE IM THE BASEMENT OR 0N THE ROOF,
IT'S THE SAME THING,

IT WO DT
MAKE AMY
[FFERENCE!!

THE THREE MINUTES SEEMED
LIKE THREE DAYS, FOR THE FIRST
TIME, | REALIZEDR JUST HOW

NOU WON'T DEAR.

MLUCH DANGER. WE WERE M. | PROMISE YOU !

13&



MOW THAT TEHRAMN WaS UMDER ATTACK, MANY FLED, THE CITY WAS DESERTED. AS FOR US, WE STAYED.
NOT JUST OUT OF FATALISM. IF THERE Was TO BE A FUTURE, IN MY PARENTS” EYES, THAT FUTURE was

LIMEED TO My FREMCH EDUCATION., AND TEHRAM Was THE OMLY PLACE | COULD GET IT.

S0OME PEOPLE, MORE
CIRCUMSPECT, TO0K SHELTER
N THE BASEMENTS OF BlG
HOTELS, WELL-KNIWM FOR
THEIR. SAFETY, APPARENTLY
THEIR REIMNFORCED COMCRETE
STRUCTURES WERE
BOMBFROOF,

=

rctHE EXAMPLE WAS QUR
MHEIGHBORS, THE BABA-LEVYS.
THEY WERE AMOMSG THE FEW
JEWISH FAMILIES THAT HAD
STAYED AFTER THE REVOLUTION.
MR, BABA-LEVY SAID THEIR
AMNCESTORS HAD COME THREE
THOUSAND YEARS AGD, AMD

1

[ ]
THEIR DADGHTER MERA WAS

A QUIET GIRL WHO DION'T PLAY
MUCH, BUT WE WOHNEP TalLk
ABOUT ROMAMNCE FEOM TIME
TO TIME .

Llﬂi’d WAS THEIR. HOME . J

e i

[...EHE DAY & BLOND PRINCE ]

WITH BLUE EYES WILL COME
AHD TAKE ME TO HIS CASTLE.

S0 LIFE WENT 0OM,,,
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.. ON ONE DAY, LIKE ANY OTHER:

—

( ou, 1000, 1200 TUMANS.

| WANT TO GET SOME JEAHS
Lfn'h'lD' ESPADRILLES.

HOW
MUCH?

&

[MOM, CAN | HAVE SOME MME-‘#?]

A000 TUMANS?

OUE CUREEMDY HAD LIST ALL ITS
VALUE., IT WAS SEVEN TUMANS TO
THE DOLLAR, WHEN THE SHAH WaAS
STILL AROUMD. FOUR YEARS LATER
T WAS 440 TUMANS TO THE DOLLAR .
FOR MY MOTHER, THE CHAMGE WAS
50 SUDPEN THAT SHE HAD A HARD
TIME ACCEPTIMNG IT. J

r—

RE IN THE MIDST OF SHOPP
0K, I'tl TAKE THE TEANS, WE WE;: !1: H;E:.' i Tvan HG
AND THESE EAREINGS. EUPHORLA, SUDDENLY...

e BOOMII
THAT RING, THERE! -

IF SOMEQME HAD TIMED ME, |
THRE | WILD HAVE BEAT THE
WORLD SPEED RECORD,

SET



FASTER! PLEASE HURRY.. A CROWD HAD GATHERED M FRONT
OF MY STEEET ! THE BOME HAD
HIT s STREET !

PALTAM, WHICH APPARENTLY, IT
E-L"LEMI'E WAL EMPLODED AT THE
KIT -

MY BUILDIMNG AMD THE BABA- OHE CHAMCE 1IN TWD THAT IT

LEVY'S WERE AT THE END OF WAS QUR BUILDING . [:S:-; ﬁi:-a _I'flfiwﬂ BEYOND
THE STREET. ;

AMD HE LET ME THEOUGH.




| DIDM'T WANT TO LOOK UP. | LOOKED AT MY TREMBLING LEGS. | COULDN'T G0 FORWARD,
LIKE 1M A NIGHTMARE .

1l

THEM BE ALIVE. LET THEM ...

{LET THEM BE ALIVE. LET

g

YOU'RE ALL RIGHT 7
DAD'S ALL RIGHT ¥
GRAMDMA'S ALL
RIGHTT

AL



[WHEEE DIt 1T Hn'?_’]
{T_'HE BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE,

AT LEAST THEY
WEREN'T HOME!

IT'S SATURDAY, YU

WELL, | DON'T KHOW.
KHOW |

SATURDAY IS THE
JEWISH SABBATH.
WHEREVER, THEY ARE,
Jews ARE SUPPOSED

| KNOW T4
SATURDAY. 507

J

ITS TREUE THAT THEY
WEREMN'T YEEY OBSERNAMNT,
| THIME YO RE RIGHT.
THEY MUST HAVE STAYED
AT THE HILTOM.

0L THINK
THAT...?

YOU KNOW THE TAPE | PUT 0N THE WINDOWS ?
IT WORKED PERFECTLY ., ALL THE WINDOWS
ARE BROKEMN, BUT THERE'S NOT A PIECE OF
BROKEN GLASS IN THE HOUSE !

1 COULD TELL THAT MY MITHER WAS TRYIMG TO CHAMGE THE SUBJECT.

ALy




WHEMN WE WALKED FAST THE BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE, WHICH WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED, | COULD FEEL
THAT SHE WAS DISCREETLY PULLING ME AWAY . SOMETHING TOD ME THAT THE BABA-LEVYS HaD BEEN
AT HOME , SOMETHING CAUVGHT My ATTENTION.

| SAW A TURQUOISE BRACELET. IT WAS NEDA'S. HER THE BRACELET WAS STILL ATTACHED TO...
AUNT HAD GIVEM IT TO HER FOR HER FOURTEENTH | DOM'T KNOW WHAT...
BIETHDAY...

MO SCREAM IM THE WORLD COULD HAVE REUEVED
MY SUFFERIMNG AND MY ANGER .

AL L



AFTER THE DEATH OF NEDA BABA-LEVY, MY LIFE TOOK A HEW TURM,
IN 4984, | WAS FOURTEEMN AND A REBEL. MOTHIMG SCARED ME
.ﬂ-H"‘f’MﬂE’.E

I'VE TOLD wOU 4 1|
HUMDRED TIMES
THAT IT 15 STRICTLY
FORBIDDEN TO
WEAR TEWELRY
AHE TEAMS!

WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH A
THAT BRACELET ? GIVE IT TO
ME RIGHT HOW!

B

\

OVER, MY DEAD |

BODY ! IT Was A

GIFT FROM MY MOM,

| HAD LEARMNEDR THAT YOoU SHOULD AN THE NEXT DaY...

ALWAYS SHOUT LOUDEE THANM

IF YOURE STILL WE.M.rh-:i
TEWELRY TOMOREEDWM, I KMC?W

wWiITH ALL THE JEWELRY
YOU STEAL FROM US, YU
MUST BE MAKING A FPILE
OF MONEY.

(_LE-T ME SEE IT, I'M TELLING YOU.

MART!
HIT THE
PRIMCIFAL

EXCUSE pE!
| DIDN'T MEAN IT !

)
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#— e e e ST — j =
AFTER | WAS EXPELLED, IT WAS A EEAL STRUGGLE TO FIND ANOTHER ']
SCHOOL THAT WOULD ACCEPT ME, HITTING THE PRIMCIPAL WAS A |
VERITABLE CRIME . BUT THANKS TO MY AUNT, WHO KMNEW SOME
BUREAUCRATS IN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, THEY MAMAGED TO L\\ -
PLACE ME IN AMOTHER SCHOOL . AND THERE...
L —
SINCE THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC WAS :
FOUMDED, WE MO LONGER HAVE o IJ'
POLITICAL PRISOMNERS, -
l &
\

REGIME, BUT IT WAS THE ISLAMIC REGIME

MY UMCLE WAS IMPRISCHNED BY THE SHAH'S
THAT ORDERED HIS EXECUTION,

P,
YOU SAY THAT WE DON'T 1_)
HAVE. POLITICAL PRISONERS HOW DARE Y0OU LIE TO G‘H; SATRAPI
ANYMORE . BUT WE'VE US LIKE THAT 7
GONE FEOM 3000
PRISONERS UNDER THE
SHAH TO 300,000 UNDER
| YOUR RELIME . P,

ALy



CEVIDUSLY, THAT EVENIMG MY
FATHER &GOT A PHOME CALL.

YES. OF COURSE.. YES...

YOU EMOW SWHAT THEY [0
TO THE YOUMG GIRLS THEY

<0 A GUARDIAN OF THE
RENVOLUTION MARRIES HER...

IT WAS THE PEINCIFAL OF
MARTIS SCHOOL.
APPARENTLY SHE TOLD OFF
THE RELIGION TEACHER . SHE
GETS THAT FROM HER. UMCLE.

YIOL BEMOW WHAT HAFPPENED
TO MILOUFAR 7 THE GIRL YOU
MET AT KHOSRO'S HOUSE 7
THE MAM WHD MADE
PASSPORTS ¥

ST TAKES HER VIRGIMITY
BEFORE EXECUTING HER. DO YOU
UNDERSTAND WHAT THAT MEANS?77

A4

MAYBE YOU'D LIKE HER,
TO EMD UF LIKE HIM TOD ?
EXECUTED 7

YO BROW THAT IT S
AfAINST THE Law TO KILL
A VIRGIM..

IF SOMEOME S0 MUCK AS
TOUCHES A HAIR 0N YOUR,
HEAD, FLL KILL Hipn!




BUT HOw DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR SURE? MO, YOUR MOTHER'S RIGHT .

IF THE GIEL DIES, THE
MAYBE THEY TUST EXECUTED HER.! TRADITIONALLY, WHEM 4 !

HUSBAND HAS TO GIVE THE

GIRL GETS MARRIED, THE BOWRY TO HER FAMILY.
HUSBAND IS SUPPOSED TO
PAY HER A DOWRY .

THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED

WITH MILOUFAR. . AFTER. SHE _

WAS EXECUTED, TO MAKE | HAD MO IDEA.
SURE HER AWFUL FATE wWas

UNDER.STOOD, THEY SEMNT £00

TUMANS® TO HER PARENTS.

SO0 TUMANS FOR THE LIFE
AND VIRGINITY OF AN
INMOCENT GIEL.

PEQUIVALEMT TO $5.00

ALL HIGHT LOMG, | THOUGHT OF THAT PHRASE: "TO DIE A MARTYRE IS T0
INTECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY.” NILOUFAR WAs A REAL MARTYE,
AND HEE. BL000 CERTAINLY DID MOT FEED QUR SOCIETY'S VEINS.

ALE



OHE WEEK LATER ...

MART oM YO0 COME

HERE FOR A FEW
UNUTES? WE WANT

TO TALE T0 WU,

| WENT TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL TODAY. SHE ASSURED ME

THAT SHE HAD HOT SENT & REFORT THIS TIME, BUT COMNSIDERIMG
THE PERSON YOU ARE AND THE EDUCATION YOU'NE RECEIVED

WE THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE BET TER IF YOU LEFT IRAN.

YOUR, MOTHER AME | HAVE DECIDED

TO SEMD YOU TO AUSTEIA,

THERE S A FREEMCH SCHOOL
IM VIEMMNA. OME OF THE
BEST IN EUROFE!

AHD WHAT
SEE YD GIING
TO DD THERE 7

FIRST OF ALL, BECAUSE IT'S EASIER TO GET AM
AUSTRIAN VIS4, AND SECOND BECAUSE MY
BEST FRIEMD LIVES IN VIEMHA, DO YOU
REMEMBER HER 7 FOZ07 SHERIME'S MOM7

YOU'RE GOIMG 0N AHEAD OF BUT I'M OMLY FOURTEEM!
US. WE HAVE SOME BUSINESS YOU TRUST ME?
TO TAKE CARE OF. WE'LL

:[I:ﬂrlfé ;ﬁﬁﬁifﬁw PONTHS YOU'RE FOURTEEN AND

| EROW HOW | BROUGHT
WOU UP. ABOVE ALL, |
TEUST YOUR ECUCATION,

A4



YOURE THE SAME PERSON WHO WENT OM VACA-
TN TO FRANCE ALL BY YOURSELF, REMEMBER? IT'S TRUE, THAT was

GREAT ...REAL INDEFPEMDENCE.

BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, MY PARENTS SENT ME
TO SUMMER CAMF [N FRAMCE . MY MOTHER DIDN'T
WANT ME TO GROW UP LIKE AN DMLY CHILD,

WE LOVE YOU S0 MUCH THAT WE FEEL IT'S BETTER FOR

WE WANT YOU TO GO. YOU TO BE FAR AWAY AND
HAPPY THAM CLOSE BY AMND
MISERABLE, JUDGING BY THE
SITUATION HERE, YOU'LL BE
BETTER (FF SOMEWHERE ELSE.

AT THAT POIMT, | STAETEDR TO HAVE MY DOUBTS.
WHY S4Y THOSE THINGS IF THEY WERE COMIMNG TDO?

MO, | WOMN'T EVER FORGET .
BOM'T EVER FORGET
WHD YOL ARE!

A48



| REPEATED WHAT THEY HAD TOLD ME OVER AMD | STAYED UP ALL MIGHT AN WONDERED IF THE
OVER IN MY HEAD. | WAS PRETTY SURE THEY MOON SHOMNE AS BRIGHTLY 1N VIEMMA,
WEREN"T COMIMNG TO VIEMHA,

THE HEXT DAY | FILLED A JAR | TOOK DOWM ALL OF My I INWITED My GIRLFEIEMDS OVER
WITH S0IL FROM OUR GARDEN. POSTERS. TO SAY GUIDEYE.
IEANIAN SOIL. .

HERE. I'p GIVIMNG YOU MY MOST PRECIOUS THIMGS, THEY LOVED ME.
SO THAT YO WOR'T FORGET ME.

] | MEVER REALIZED HOW MUCH

AMD | UNDERSTOOD HOW
IMPORTANT THEY WERE TO ME.

AL49



O THE EVE OF iy DEPARTURE, MY
LR ANDMOTHER, CAME TO SPESD THE | WATCHED MY GRAMDMA UNDRESS. EACH MORMNING, SHE PICKED

TASMINE FLOWERS TO PUT IN HER BRA S0 THAT SHE wWOULD SMELL
NICE . WHEM SHE UMDRESSED, YOU COULD SEE THE FLOWERS FALL
FROM HER BREASTS.

MIGHT AT QUR HOUGE

CAN | SLEEP
WITH vou?

GRANDMA HOW DO YOU
HAVE SUCH ROUND BREASTS
AT YOUR AGE?

EVERY MOEMNIMNG AND MIGHT,
| 504K THEM Il A BOWL OF ICE
WATER FOR TEM MINUTES,

SHE ACTUALLY DID, AMD | KNEW
IT. | JUST WANTED TO HEAR, HER

SAY IT. SHE TO0D WAS LYING TO ME .

IN LIFE YOU'LL MEET & LOT OF TERKS. IF THEY HURT YOU,
TELL YOURSELF THAT IT'S BECAUSE THEY'RE STUPID.
THAT WILL HELP KEEF YOU FROM REACTING TO THEIR
CRUELTY, BECAUSE THERE 15 HOTHING WORSE THAN
BITTERMESS AMD VEMGEANCE.., ALWAYS KEEP YwOUR
DIGHITY AMD BE TRUE TO YOURSELF,

AL0

IT WaS SOMETHING TO SEE

LISTEM, | DON'T WANT TO
PREACH, BUT LET ME GIVE
YOU SOME ADVICE THAT

WILL ALwWAYS HELF woU .

| SAMELLED MY GRANDMA'S
BOSOM, IT SMELLED GOOD . I'LL
HEVER FORGET THAT SMELL.




AND THE NEXT MORMIMNG .

[ | WiLL ALWAYS BE
WAKE UP TS
SEVEM O'CLOCK .
WEVE 0T TO GO
[ 3§

TRUE TO MYSELF,

v;:H

|| FMNOT COMING ml:m]

DON'T EVER FORGET
WHAT | TOLD YOU.

THERE WaS A HUGE LIME, LOTS ESFPECIALLY wOUMG BOWS.,

OF PEQPLE WERE LEAVING THE COMSIPERED FUTUEE SOLDIERS,
COUNTREY, THEY WERE FORBIDDEM TO
LEAVE THE COUMTREY AFTER
THEY TURMED THIRTEEM.
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Envaﬁa.amvmmwuu m:} DON'T CRY. THINK OF EVPE AWAITS YOU . )
YOUR FUTURE.
f,-'

A5 S00M A5 YOU GET TO AMD 1N SIX MONTHS,
VIENMA, GO aMNDP EAT A WE'LL COME SEE YOU.
SACHERETORTE. IT'S THE MO0ST

PELICIOUS CHOCOLATE CAKE .

WHAT | HAD FEARED WAS TRUE.
MAYBE THEY'D COME TO VISIT,
BUT WE'D NMEVER. LIVE TOGETHER
AGAIM.

MO TEARS ., YOU'RE YOU'VE GOT TO &GO HOW.
A BlG GIRL . POM'T FORGET WHO YOU ARE

AND WHERE Y0U COME FROM, V

T



Si— e

| COULON'T BEAR LOOKIMNG AT THEM THERE BEHIND THE GLASS.
HOTHIMNG'S WORSE THAM SAYING GOODBYE, IT'S A LITTLE LIKE DYIMNG.

| COULDHR'T JUST G0

CLOSE YOUR,
SUITCASE,
ol CAM &

153

| TURMED AROUND TO SEE THEM
OME LAST TIME.

IT SWWOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO JUST GO.




Marjane Satrapi

JONATHAN CAPE

Random House, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road
Lomdon 5WIV 25A

www.randomhouse.co.uk



—Philip Pullman

—(Glona Steinem

. ‘—Sandra Cisneros, author of The House on Mango
Street and Caramelo

—Joe Sacco, author of Palestine and Safe Area Gorazde

—Hanan al-Shaykh, author of Women of Sand and Myrrh and Only
i London

o
—
—
.
A
-
.
o
Lo
oo
-
-
-
-
e
e
&~
=
re—
P
i

S |

- TIE B O T TR N NNR NN N T

A L bbbl bbb bbbl bS




