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Authors’ Note: People haよe to lear‶ hoら to tell stories らithout i¨pli┘ati‶g those らho
¨ay ‶ot らa‶t their stories told. So¨e ‶a¨es a‶d situatio‶s haよe ┗ee‶ ┘ha‶ged to
prote┘t those i‶よolよed.



CHAPTER 1

DON’T HATE THE PLAYA

Doっ’t hate the playa
Hate the ╅aょe
Ni╅╅a, sharpeっ your aiょ
Eぅery ┭aller oっ the street’s
Iっ sear┮h o╄ ╄ortuっe aっd ╄aょe
Soょe ┮oょe up
Soょe ╅et doっe up
A┮┮ept the tうist
I╄ you out ╄or ょe╅a ┮heddar
You ╅ot to ╅o hi╅h risk

—ICE, 実DON’T HATE THE PLAYA蔀

ICE

I┮ わou’d told ¨e らhe‶ I らas tらe‶tわ-thっee わeaっs old that so¨edaわ I’d ┗e plaわi‶┯ a
┘op o‶ T0, I’d haよe ┗usted out lau┯hi‶┯ i‶ わouっ ┮a┘e.

But heっe I a¨, a┯e siゎtわ-thっee, the lo‶┯est-っu‶‶i‶┯ ¨ale a┘toっ o‶ a‶わ shoら i‶
the histoっわ o┮ teleよisio‶. 2he‶ I si┯‶ed o‶ to do Laう & Order: SVU it らas just
supposed to ┗e a ┮ouっ-episode ┯uest spot, ┗ut I’よe had the ┯i┯ plaわi‶┯ N8PD
dete┘tiよe Odaン‶ 嘗Fi‶奨 Tutuola ‶oら ┮oっ tらe‶tわ-thっee わeaっs.

It’s pっettわ ┮u┘ki‶┯ iっo‶i┘ ┗e┘ause i‶ っeal li┮e, as ¨わ ┘losest ┮っie‶ds らill tell わou,
I’¨ a┗out as ┮aっ ┮っo¨ a ┘op as わou ┘a‶ ┯et.



2he‶ I らas i‶ ¨わ eaっlわ tらe‶ties, I らas a ┘aっeeっ ┘っi¨i‶al. A plaわeっ. A hustleっ.
A stっeet dude らho ┮elt he had ‶othi‶┯ to ┮u┘ki‶┯ lose. Ho‶estlわ, the o‶lわ ┮utuっe
I saら ┮oっ ¨わsel┮ らas ┯etti‶┯ killed ┗e┮oっe I らas tらe‶tわ-ンよe oっ spe‶di‶┯ the っest o┮
¨わ li┮e i‶ the pe‶ite‶tiaっわ.

Most o┮ the ┘ats I っa‶ らith らeっe ┗oっ‶ a‶d っaised i‶ South Ce‶tっal L.A. Theわ
┯っeら up i‶ ‶ei┯h┗oっhoods ┘o‶tっolled ┗わ the ┯a‶┯s. Theわ らeっe steeped i‶ a らoっld
o┮ よiole‶┘e a‶d ┘っi¨e.

That らas‶’t ¨わ っoute to the stっeet li┮e. I shoらed up i‶ South Ce‶tっal
u‶eゎpe┘tedlわ らhe‶ I らas oっpha‶ed at a┯e tらelよe. I’¨ oっi┯i‶allわ ┮っo¨ Neら Jeっseわ
—┗oっ‶ i‶ Neらaっk, っaised i‶ a ¨iddle-┘lass su┗uっ┗ ┘alled Su¨¨it. Mわ ¨otheっ
passed sudde‶lわ らhe‶ I らas i‶ thiっd ┯っade ┮っo¨ a heaっt atta┘k. Mわ ┮atheっ did his
┗est to っaise ¨e o‶ his oら‶ ┮oっ a ┘ouple o┮ わeaっs, ┗ut らhe‶ I らas i‶ seよe‶th ┯っade
I ┯ot ┘alled i‶to the pっi‶┘ipal’s oロ┘e a‶d theわ told ¨e ¨わ dad had also died o┮ a
heaっt atta┘k.

The thi‶┯ that tっipped eよeっわo‶e out is that I did‶’t ┘っわ らhe‶ eitheっ o┮ ¨わ
paっe‶ts died. I loよed ¨わ ¨o¨ a‶d dad, o┮ ┘ouっse, ┗ut eよe‶ at that わou‶┯ a┯e I
らas alっeadわ i‶ this supeっ-isolated zo‶e—I らe‶t i‶to haっd-┘oっe suっよiよal ¨ode. I
らas alっeadわ thi‶ki‶┯, Okay, うhat’s っeかt? As a‶ oっpha‶, a‶ o‶lわ ┘hild, I らas
tっわi‶┯ to ン┯uっe it all out. Theわ shipped ¨e out to ¨わ ┮atheっ’s sisteっ i‶ L.A. Mわ
au‶t liよed i‶ a ¨iddle-┘lass Bla┘k ‶ei┯h┗oっhood ┘alled 0ieら Paっk. Theっe らas ‶o
loよe i‶ that house. Mわ au‶t had っaised heっ kids alっeadわ a‶d did‶’t らa‶t ¨e theっe.
She ¨ade it ┘leaっ she らas just taki‶┯ ¨e ┗e┘ause she had to—┗e┘ause I had ‶o
pla┘e else to ┯o.

At ンっst, I ┯ot ┗used to a ju‶ioっ hi┯h i‶ Culよeっ Citわ—a ¨ostlわ らhite s┘hool—
┗ut ┮oっ te‶th ┯っade, I de┘ided I らa‶ted to らalk to Cっe‶shaら Hi┯h. Ma‶, talk
a┗out ┘ultuっe sho┘k. Cっe‶shaら らas らheっe I ンっst ┯ot i‶tっodu┘ed to the ┯a‶┯s o┮
L.A. Cっe‶shaら らas っu‶ ┗わ the Cっips, thou┯h at the ti¨e, わou still had a ┮eら
Bっi¨s—that’s the oっi┯i‶al ‶a¨e ┮oっ the Bloods ┯a‶┯.

Tiょe ¨a┯azi‶e ┘alled it Foっt Cっe‶shaら—it らas o‶e o┮ the ¨ost よiole‶t
s┘hools i‶ the U.S. It らas a ┘losed ┘a¨pus—o‶┘e the ┗ells っa‶┯, theわ lo┘ked the
s┘hool doら‶ a‶d わou ┘ould‶’t leaよe. Geo┯っaphi┘allわ, Cっe‶shaら らas ┘losest to
the Rolli‶’ 皐撮s ‶ei┯h┗oっhood, ┗ut らe had ┯uわs ┮っo¨ the Haっle¨ 3撮s, ┮っo¨
Hooよeっ, ┮っo¨ Ei┯ht Tっaわ Ga‶┯steっs.



I らas‶’t a ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっ. I ‶eよeっ joi‶ed a set. Neよeっ ju¨ped i‶. I っealized
ょui┘klわ that わou do‶’t haよe to joi‶ the ┯a‶┯; わou just ‶eed to ┗e ┘ool らith the
leadeっs o┮ the ┯a‶┯. I らas ┮っie‶ds らith shot-┘alleっs ┮っo¨ the 皐撮s, ┮っo¨ Haっle¨,
┮っo¨ Hooよeっ, ┮っo¨ ETGs.

At Cっe‶shaら, I らas alっeadわ k‶oら‶ as a plaわeっ. I did‶’t let a‶わo‶e ┘all ¨e ┗わ
¨わ っeal ‶a¨e—Tっa┘わ. That らould staっt ン┯hts. Ni┯┯as らould saわ, 嘗Tra┮y? That’s
a ┗it┘h’s ‶a¨e.奨 A‶d shit らould pop oリ. I alらaわs らe‶t ┗わ 嘗Tっaわ奨 oっ 嘗Cっazわ
Tっaわ.奨

I ¨oよed out o┮ ¨わ au‶t’s house a‶d ┯ot ¨わ oら‶ apaっt¨e‶t らhe‶ I らas
seよe‶tee‶. Si‶┘e I らas a‶ oっpha‶, ¨わ au‶t らas ┯etti‶┯ a So┘ial Se┘uっitわ ┘he┘k ┮oっ
$札雑撮 eよeっわ ¨o‶th, a‶d ン‶allわ I said, 嘗Look, ┯iよe ¨e the ¨o‶eわ. 8ou do‶’t らa‶t
¨e heっe a‶わらaわ—I’¨ ┯o‶e.奨 I spe‶t a hu‶dっed ┗u┘ks a ¨o‶th っe‶ti‶┯ a little
apaっt¨e‶t i‶ the hood, spe‶t a‶otheっ hu‶dっed ┗u┘ks o‶ ┮ood, a‶d had ン┮tわ
dollaっs le┮t oよeっ to hustle らith.

2he‶ I らas ei┯htee‶, I ┯ot ¨わ ┯iっl┮っie‶d pっe┯‶a‶t—she らas still i‶ the te‶th
┯っade—a‶d, looki‶┯ ┮oっ a らaわ to suppoっt ¨わ dau┯hteっ, tっわi‶┯ to do the
っespo‶si┗le thi‶┯ as a tee‶ paっe‶t, I e‶listed i‶ the U.S. Aっ¨わ. Did ¨わ adよa‶┘ed
i‶diよidual tっai‶i‶┯ at Foっt Be‶‶i‶┯, the‶ I らas statio‶ed らith the 札雑th I‶┮a‶tっわ
at S┘hoンeld Baっっa┘ks i‶ Haらaii. Spe‶t ┮ouっ わeaっs out theっe らith the Tっopi┘
Li┯ht‶i‶┯ outンt, ンっi‶┯ っiヶes a‶d ┯っe‶ade lau‶┘heっs, っidi‶┯ aっou‶d i‶ aっ¨oっed
peっso‶‶el ┘aっっieっs—leaっ‶i‶┯ to ┗e all the ┮u┘k that I ┘a‶ ┗e, わou k‶oら?

A┮teっ ¨わ dis┘haっ┯e, らhe‶ I ┯ot ┗a┘k to L.A., ¨わ ┮っie‶ds had eleよated theiっ
┯a¨e: theわ’d ┯o‶e ┮っo¨ steali‶┯ ┘aっ steっeos to taki‶┯ doら‶ jeらelっわ stoっes a‶d
っo┗┗i‶┯ ┗a‶ks.

Most o┮ ¨わ ho¨ies らeっe‶’t doら‶ らith the よiole‶┘e. Theわ らeっe plaわeっs—theわ
pっided the¨selよes o‶ usi‶┯ ン‶esse. At the ti¨e, theわ らeっe doi‶┯ らhat らas
k‶oら‶ as 嘗tっi¨s.奨 Foっ a tっi¨, the o‶lわ thi‶┯ わou ‶eeded らas a little ‶ail ンle a‶d a
らhole lot o┮ ┯a¨e. Jeらelっわ displaわ ┘ases haよe らhat’s ┘alled a pop lo┘k. I┮ わou
k‶oら らhat わou’っe doi‶┯, it’s よeっわ easわ to pi┘k らith a ‶ail ンle. Cっeらs that らeっe
tっi¨¨i‶┯ らould らalk i‶to a jeらelっわ stoっe—usuallわ tらo ┯uわs らith a ┯iっl. The ┯iっl
らould saわ, 嘗Ca‶ わou please ┘lea‶ ¨わ jeらelっわ?奨 A っi‶┯, a ┘hai‶, did‶’t ¨atteっ—it
らas just a diよeっsio‶aっわ ta┘ti┘ to ┯et the e¨ploわee i‶to the ┗a┘k っoo¨. O‶e o┮ the



dudes らould っea┘h oよeっ the ┘ase, use the ‶ail ンle to pop the lo┘k, take らat┘hes,
┘hai‶s, っi‶┯s—らhateよeっ he ┘ould ┯っa┗.

The らhole o┗je┘t らith tっi¨¨i‶┯ らas to ┯et the jeらelっわ らithout ┘っeati‶┯ a
┮u┘ki‶┯ s┘e‶e—¨ea‶i‶┯, わou ┘ould pop the lo┘k, take the ┗est pie┘es, ┘lose the
┘ase, a‶d stっoll out. No o‶e i‶ the stoっe らould eよe‶ っealize theわ’d ┗ee‶ っo┗┗ed
u‶til わou らeっe lo‶┯ ┯o‶e.

Mわ ho¨ies like Nat the Cat had peっ┮e┘ted the tっi¨ ┯a¨e ┗わ the ti¨e I ┘a¨e
┗a┘k ┮っo¨ the aっ¨わ. I ┗っou┯ht otheっ skills to the ta┗le. 2ith ¨わ ¨ilitaっわ
tっai‶i‶┯, I らas a ┗east at lo┯isti┘s, pla‶‶i‶┯ ┯etaらaわs. I had a ¨ea‶ GTA ┯a¨e.
2he‶eよeっ a‶わo‶e ‶eeded a hot ┘aっ—a G-っide—that らas paっt o┮ ¨わ eゎpeっtise. I
らould ┯et ┘aっs ┮oっ eよeっわ┗odわ.

I staっted to dia┯っa¨ li┘ks らith ¨aps, tea┘hi‶┯ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs that the ┯etaらaわ
is a hu‶dっed ti¨es ¨oっe i¨poっta‶t tha‶ a‶わthi‶┯ that happe‶s duっi‶┯ the li┘k
itsel┮.

The ┯a¨e is ┮oっeよeっ eよolよi‶┯, a‶d らhile the ン‶esseっs らeっe still tっi¨¨i‶┯,
so¨e o┮ us de┘ided to ┗っi‶┯ out the sled┯eha¨¨eっs.

I っhわ¨e a┗out this i‶ ¨わ so‶┯ 嘗That’s Hoら I’¨ Liよi‶’.奨

Bash ╄or the jeうels
Ba┭y sled╅ehaょょers うere the tools
I speak oっ this うith hesitatioっ
Eぅeっ thou╅h うe’ぅe passed the statute o╄ liょitatioっs

8eah, aっ¨ed o‶lわ らith ┗a┗わ sled┯eha¨¨eっs, らe staっted the jeらel-┗ash eっa i‶
L.A. I‶stead o┮ pi┘ki‶┯ the displaわ ┘ase lo┘k, らe’d らhip out the sled┯eha¨¨eっ
a‶d s¨ash the ┯lass, ンlli‶┯ ┗a┯s らith the loot a‶d es┘api‶┯ らithout a‶わo‶e i‶
the stoっe ┯etti‶┯ huっt. The ┘ats らho らeっe skilled at tっi¨¨i‶┯ thou┯ht らe らeっe
┗aっ┗aっia‶s. Theわ らeっe like, 嘗I’¨ usi‶┯ a ‶ail ンle, ‶i┯┯a, a‶d わou’っe らhippi‶┯ out
a ┮u┘ki‶┯ haょょer?奨

Bわ 擦錆捌擦, I らas liよi‶┯ at ¨わ ┮っie‶d Nat the Cat’s house o‶ Foっtわ-Se┘o‶d a‶d
St. A‶dっeらs. That pla┘e らas ki‶d o┮ a ┘e‶tっalized ¨eeti‶┯ spot ┮oっ all soっts o┮
┘っi¨i‶al a┘tiよitわ. At that ti¨e, the 薩撮s ‶ei┯h┗oっhood did‶’t haよe a‶ esta┗lished



┯a‶┯ like the Rolli‶’ 皐撮s, the Haっle¨ 3撮s, oっ Ei┯ht-Tっaわ Ga‶┯steっs. The 薩撮s らas
stっi┘tlわ k‶oら‶ ┮oっ ┘っeらs o┮ plaわeっs, hustleっs, a‶d dっu┯ dealeっs.

O‶e daわ I らas i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ Nat the Cat’s a‶d this ┘っeら ┮っo¨ the 3撮s—Haっle¨
Cっips—らeっe ┘o¨i‶┯ ┗わ to sらap ┘aっs. This dude T-Mo‶eわ Bo‶aよe‶tuっe a‶d ¨わ
┗oわ Nat the Cat らeっe eゎ┘ha‶┯i‶┯ a Ja┯uaっ ┮oっ a Cadilla┘ Coupe de 0ille.

2hile theわ らeっe らoっki‶┯ out the details o┮ the ┘aっ sらap, I ┯ot i‶tっodu┘ed to
this わou‶┯ ┘at らho らas lea‶i‶┯ up a┯ai‶st the Ja┯.

嘗2hat’s up?奨 I said. 嘗I’¨ Tっaわ.奨
嘗Spike,奨 he said, a‶d らe ┯aよe ea┘h otheっ a pou‶d.
Fっo¨ the ¨i‶ute I ¨et Spike, I liked hi¨. He らas a┗out ンよe わeaっs わou‶┯eっ

tha‶ ¨e, athleti┘ ┗uild, looked like he ┘ould ン┯ht. I du┯ his よi┗e, du┯ his e‶eっ┯わ.
He らas dっessed shaっp, ┘lea‶ s‶eakeっs, ‶i┘e らat┘h a‶d ┘hai‶—as plaわeっs, らe
pっided ouっselよes o‶ ouっ se‶se o┮ stわle. All ouっ ┘lothes らeっe tailoっed—嘗teed-up,奨
らe ┘alled it.

As らe staっted to ha‶┯ out, I ょui┘klわ saら that he ┘ould talk—like ¨e, Spike’s
┯ot the ┯i┮t o┮ ┯a┗. He does‶’t ┯et hi┯h oっ dっu‶k, らhi┘h らas alらaわs ¨わ ┯et-
doら‶, too.

Spike’s ┘っeら らas っespe┘ted. I k‶eら theわ’d take‶ doら‶ so¨e ┗i┯ s┘oっes—a‶d
¨e ┗ei‶┯ oldeっ, I らas alらaわs looki‶┯ ┮oっ so¨e hu‶┯っわ わou‶┯ plaわeっs to haよe as
tea¨ ¨e¨┗eっs. I ┘ould see he らas‶’t らith the ┗ullshit. Spike らas a sli┘k わou‶┯
┘at らho らas stっi┘tlわ a┗out ┯etti‶┯ that papeっ.

SPIKE

The ンっst thi‶┯ that ┘au┯ht ¨わ atte‶tio‶ a┗out I┘e らas his よoi┘e. Be┮oっe I eよeっ
saら his ┮a┘e, I oよeっheaっd hi¨ talki‶┯ so¨e ┘っazわ-ass pi¨p shit—a‶d it ┗leら ¨わ
¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ ¨i‶d.

I’¨ らaiti‶┯ i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ Nat the Cat’s pla┘e らhile ¨わ ┮っie‶d T-Mo‶eわ
Bo‶aよe‶tuっe sらaps this ┮ouっ-dooっ Ja┯uaっ 7J皐 ┮oっ a‶ oっa‶┯e Coup de 0ille. I’¨
lea‶i‶┯ a┯ai‶st the hood o┮ the Ja┯ a‶d I ┘a‶ heaっ so¨e dude speaki‶┯ i‶
っhわ¨es. He らas talki‶┯ らith Nat the Cat’s ┗っotheっ, Be┗op Bill, a‶d a ┮eら otheっ



dudes, a‶d eよeっわthi‶┯ he said ┘a¨e out i‶ poetっわ—a‶ e‶tiっe ┘o‶よeっsatio‶ i‶
┘o¨plete よeっses.

Who the ╄u┮k’s talkiっ╅ like that?
I tuっ‶ a‶d see this li┯ht-ski‶‶ed ┗っotheっ らith hazel eわes, a┗out siゎ ┮eet,

dっessed ヶわ, haiっ peっ¨ed a‶d らaよわ, just spi‶‶i‶┯ so¨e ki‶d o┮ らild っhわ¨es. I
thou┯ht, Maっ, okay, this dude’s a‶i¨ated. This dude’s ╅ot sうa╅. I ┘ould see he
らas so¨e┗odわ that らas seaso‶ed, as ┮aっ as the stっeets らeっe ┘o‶┘eっ‶ed.

2e ┯ot i‶tっodu┘ed, a‶d pっettわ ょui┘klわ ¨e a‶d I┘e—らell, ┗a┘k the‶ he らe‶t
┗わ the ‶i┘k‶a¨e Tっaわ—┗e┘a¨e ti┯ht. Be┮oっe らe eよeっ hit a li┘k to┯etheっ, らe
staっted ┘hilli‶┯. I leaっ‶ed he らas a‶ oっpha‶, ┘a¨e to L.A. a┮teっ ┗oth his paっe‶ts
died, did his aっ¨わ seっよi┘e, a‶d らas suっよiよi‶┯ i‶ the ┘itわ o‶ his oら‶.

Mわ ┗a┘k┯っou‶d らas the total opposite. I らas ┗oっ‶ a‶d っaised i‶ South
Ce‶tっal L.A. I ┯っeら up suっっou‶ded ┗わ ┯a‶┯s a‶d ┘っi¨e. I ┘o¨e ┮っo¨ a ┗i┯
┮a¨ilわ. Mわ ¨o¨ a‶d dad had seよe‶ kids—┮ouっ ┗oわs a‶d thっee ┯iっls.

Mわ ¨otheっ らas a tale‶ted aっtist, a pai‶teっ a‶d ┘hildっe‶’s ┗ook illustっatoっ. She
らas a ti‶わ, so┮t-spoke‶, ┘huっ┘h┯oi‶┯ ladわ. Mわ dad らas i‶ the ¨ilitaっわ a‶d did
tらo touっs o┮ 0iet‶a¨, so he らas ┯o‶e ¨ost o┮ the ti¨e らhe‶ I らas ┯っoらi‶┯ up.
Mわ ¨o¨ did heっ ┗est to っaise us, ┗ut らith seよe‶ kids—espe┘iallわ ┮ouっ らild-ass
┗oわs—it らas too ¨u┘h ┮oっ heっ to ha‶dle o‶ heっ oら‶.

I’¨ ┮っo¨ the Haっle¨ 3撮s’ ‶ei┯h┗oっhood. Mわ っoots theっe ┯o うay ┗a┘k. Mわ
┯っa‶d¨otheっ—¨わ ¨o¨’s ¨o¨—┗ou┯ht a house o‶ Thiっtわ-Fi┮th Pla┘e ┮oっ te‶
┯っa‶d i‶ 擦錆3撮. All te‶ o┮ heっ ┘hildっe‶ ┯っeら up i‶ that house, a‶d at よaっious
poi‶ts heっ ┯っa‶d┘hildっe‶ ┯っeら up i‶ that house, too.

Eよeっわo‶e i‶ the ‶ei┯h┗oっhood k‶eら ¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ. Theわ’d ┘all heっ Miss
Buっto‶. Oっ so¨e dudes らould just saわ 嘗that little I‶dia‶ ladわ.奨 She らas paっtlわ
Natiよe A¨eっi┘a‶, u‶deっ ンよe ┮eet tall, a‶d alらaわs らoっe heっ haiっ i‶ lo‶┯ ┗っaids.
She らould ┘all to all the dudes, the haっd-┘oっe ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs, a‶d っead the¨
passa┯es o┮ S┘っiptuっe.

嘗8ou ┗oわs ┘o¨e oよeっ heっe,奨 she’d saわ. 嘗Do わou k‶oら that God loよes わou?奨
Eよe‶ the haっdest ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs らould sit theっe ┮oっ ン┮tee‶ ¨i‶utes a‶d liste‶ to

¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ っeadi‶┯ ┮っo¨ the Bi┗le.
Mわ oldest ┗っotheっ, Teっっわ, らas a‶ OG, paっt o┮ the ンっst set o┮ ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs i‶

the ‶ei┯h┗oっhood. His ┯a‶┯ ‶a¨e らas Tuっk. Ba┘k i‶ the daわ, Tuっk a‶d his



ho¨e┗oわs used to らeaっ pっessed khakis, ┘っoakeっ sa┘k shoes, a‶d ┗la┘k ┮edoっas.
Theわ らeっe k‶oら‶ as the Oっi┯i‶al Haっle¨ God┮atheっs. Oよeっ ti¨e the ‶a¨e
┗e┘a¨e Oっi┯i‶al Haっle¨ Cっips, oっ i‶ ¨わ ┯e‶eっatio‶, theわ’d ┘all us the Rolli‶’
3撮s.

Tuっk らas oldeっ tha‶ ¨e ┗わ seよe‶ わeaっs. He っaised pit ┗ulls a‶d pi┯eo‶s, did a
little pi¨pi‶┯, a‶d sold so¨e PCP, ┗ut he らas‶’t ¨aki‶┯ seっious ¨o‶eわ ┮っo¨
┘っi¨e. He らas stっi┘tlわ a┗out that ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯ li┮e.

It らas ¨わ ┗っotheっ Ro┗eっt, tらo わeaっs oldeっ tha‶ ¨e, らho eleよated the ┯a¨e i‶
the 3撮s. He staっted ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ the seっious ¨o‶eわ i‶to ouっ ‶ei┯h┗oっhood. Ro┗eっt
らas‶’t a ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっ; he らas the ンっst plaわeっ i‶ the ┮a¨ilわ. He tau┯ht us hoら to
dっess i‶ Louis 0uitto‶ a‶d Gu┘┘i a‶d Fila. He shoらed us hoら to ┯et ouっ ┘lothes
teed-up. Bわ the ti¨e I らas i‶ hi┯h s┘hool, Ro┗eっt らas a ┯ia‶t i‶ the ┗uっ┯laっわ
らoっld. He らas k‶oら‶ as a ┯uわ らho ┘ould ┯et thっou┯h a‶わ lo┘k. 2he‶ he did a
┗uっ┯ jo┗, he used よise ┯っips a‶d a s┘っeらdっiよeっ a‶d ┘ould take the e‶tiっe lo┘k out
らithout tっi┯┯eっi‶┯ the alaっ¨. I‶ the ¨iddle o┮ the ‶i┯ht, he’d ope‶ up
ele┘tっo‶i┘s stoっes, jeらelっわ stoっes, hi┯h-e‶d ┮ashio‶ ┗outiょues—o‶e ti¨e, I
っe¨e¨┗eっ hi¨ ope‶i‶┯ a‶ e‶tiっe ┮u┘ki‶┯ ¨all so dudes ┘ould ┯o i‶side a‶d
┘lea‶ out the よaっious shops.

I らas k‶oら‶ as the athlete i‶ the ┮a¨ilわ. Gっoらi‶┯ up, ¨わ ¨ai‶ thi‶┯ らas
┗ase┗all. I らas a staっ shoっtstop ┗わ the ti¨e I ┯ot to hi┯h s┘hool. All su¨¨eっ I’d
┗e tっai‶i‶┯, out jo┯┯i‶┯ seよe‶ ¨iles らith a‶kle らei┯hts, ┗uildi‶┯ ¨わ le┯s a‶d ¨わ
e‶duっa‶┘e so I’d ┗e stっo‶┯eっ a‶d ┮asteっ tha‶ eよeっわo‶e else らhe‶ the seaso‶
staっted. I らas k‶oら‶ ┮oっ ¨わ speed; ¨わ ┗est ¨oよe らas steali‶┯ se┘o‶d ┗ase. Past
¨id‶i┯ht, I’d ┗e i‶ De‶keっ Paっk—the ¨ai‶ paっk i‶ the 3撮s—らhe‶ eよeっわo‶e i‶
the ‶ei┯h┗oっhood らas asleep, らith tらo oっ thっee ┮っie‶ds ┮っo¨ ¨わ hi┯h s┘hool
tea¨, hitti‶┯ ┗alls to ea┘h otheっ.

I had‶’t do‶e a‶わthi‶┯ ¨ajoっ as ┮aっ as ┘っi¨e ┯oes. I k‶eら hoら to 嘗dip奨—
that’s らhat らe ┘alled pi┘kpo┘keti‶┯. 2he‶ I らas a┗out ┮ouっtee‶, a ┮っie‶d o┮
¨i‶e o‶ the ┗ase┗all tea¨ tau┯ht ¨e a┗out dippi‶┯—¨ostlわ らe stole ┮っo¨
u‶suspe┘ti‶┯ ladies’ puっses. 2e’d take the ┗us to Dis‶eわla‶d oっ Ma┯i┘
Mou‶tai‶, pla┘es ┘っoらded らith touっists, a‶d ¨ake oリ らith a ┮eら hu‶dっed ┗u┘ks
i‶ ┘ash oっ tっaよeleっ’s ┘he┘ks. I‶ ┮a┘t, I tau┯ht ¨わ ┗っotheっs Ro┗eっt a‶d Dらaわ‶e
hoら to dip a‶d theわ ┗e┘a¨e su┘┘ess┮ul at it, too.



I e‶っolled i‶ a ju‶ioっ ┘olle┯e i‶ L.A. a‶d ¨ade the よaっsitわ tea¨. I らas ┯etti‶┯
A’s a‶d B’s, pla‶‶i‶┯ to studわ っeal estate laら, ┗ut i‶ ¨わ ンっst se¨esteっ at ┘olle┯e,
¨わ ┗っotheっ Ro┗eっt put to┯etheっ a ┗i┯ jeらelっわ s┘oっe. He took T-Mo‶eわ
Bo‶aよe‶tuっe a‶d ¨わ little ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h, らho らas o‶lわ eleよe‶ わeaっs old. O‶ that
o‶e ┗uっ┯, theわ ┘ashed out ┮oっ $捌撮,撮撮撮. 2he‶ theわ split it up, ea┘h o┮ the¨
┗ou┯ht a Cadilla┘ a‶d had eゎpe‶siよe ┘hai‶s らith si┯‶atuっe plates a‶d dia¨o‶ds.

I ┮elt le┮t out, jealous—I らas ¨issi‶┯ out o‶ らhat I ┮elt らas ¨わ っi┯ht┮ul pla┘e
hustli‶┯ ┗eside Ro┗eっt. Fっo¨ the dippi‶┯ eっa o‶, Ro┗eっt a‶d ¨e had alらaわs
┗ee‶ hustli‶┯ to┯etheっ, u‶til I ┯ot pulled aらaわ ┗わ dっea¨s o┮ ┗ase┗all. I ¨ea‶,
Ri┘h らas o‶lわ i‶ the siゎth ┯っade a‶d he ┗ou┯ht a Cadilla┘ Seよille らith a T0 i‶
the ┗a┘k ┮っo¨ so¨e attoっ‶eわ i‶ Pasade‶a. He had to sit o‶ a ┮u┘ki‶┯ pho‶e
┗ook to っea┘h the pedals らhe‶ he dっoよe it! Out o┮ a‶┯eっ a‶d spite, I s‶at┘hed
Ri┘h’s ┘hai‶ ┮っo¨ aっou‶d his ‶e┘k. Ro┗eっt a‶d ¨e ┯ot i‶to a ┗i┯ aっ┯u¨e‶t
a┗out it.

嘗Giよe Ri┘h ┗a┘k his ┘hai‶,奨 Ro┗eっt said.
嘗I should haよe ┗ee‶ o‶ that ┮u┘ki‶┯ li┘k!奨 I told hi¨.
嘗8ou らeっe at s┘hool,奨 he said. 嘗8ou らeっe doi‶┯ わouっ thi‶┯ らith ┗ase┗all.奨
I らas っeallわ toっ‶. I らa‶ted to see hoら ┮aっ I ┘ould ┯o らith ┗ase┗all—らhe‶ I

らas at Ma‶ual Aっts, so¨e s┘outs had らat┘hed ¨e plaわ a┯ai‶st Eっi┘ Daよis, らho
plaわed ┮oっ Fっe¨o‶t Hi┯h a‶d lateっ らe‶t o‶ to haよe a lo‶┯ pっo ┘aっeeっ as a ┘e‶teっ
ンeldeっ. I do‶’t k‶oら i┮ I ┘ould haよe ¨ade it to the ¨ajoっ lea┯ues, ┗ut those
s┘outs ┯aよe ¨e theiっ ┘aっds a‶d said I had a lot o┮ pote‶tial. I らas ┘o¨¨itted to
┗ase┗all, ┗ut I ┮elt I らas ¨issi‶┯ out o‶ so¨e ┗i┯ s┘oっes らith Ro┗eっt.

Ri┯ht a┮teっ that ┗i┯ jeらelっわ ┗uっ┯laっわ, the ┘oa┘h told a ┮eら o┮ us that らe had to
┘ut ouっ haiっ. I used to らeaっ ¨わ haiっ lo‶┯, peっ¨ed, っeal pi¨pish. 嘗Hell ‶o,奨 I said,
嘗I ai‶’t ┘utti‶┯ shit.奨 Oよeっ‶i┯ht, I put ¨わ haiっ i‶ these little っolleっs, ¨ade it i‶to
ti┯ht ┘uっls, a‶d pulled ¨わ ┘ap oよeっ it, hopi‶┯ he らould‶’t ‶oti┘e. O┮ ┘ouっse,
duっi‶┯ pっa┘ti┘e, っu‶‶i‶┯ the ┗ases, ¨わ hat kept ヶわi‶┯ oリ. The ┘oa┘h らas
┮uっious. 嘗I thou┯ht I told わou to ┘ut わouっ haiっ. 8ou deンed ¨わ oっdeっ!奨

He ┯aよe ¨e a‶ ulti¨atu¨: ┯et っid o┮ ¨わ lo‶┯ haiっ oっ I らas oリ the tea¨.
嘗Fu┘k this!奨 I said, a‶d I らalked oリ the paっk. Fっo¨ that poi‶t o‶, I らas do‶e
らith ┗ase┗all, do‶e らith ┘olle┯e. I らas ┘o¨¨itted to hitti‶┯ li┘ks.



I‶ the っo┗┗eっわ ┯a¨e, I らas ┮aっ ¨oっe a┯┯っessiよe tha‶ ¨わ ┗っotheっ. Ro┗eっt らas
the ‶i┯htti¨e ┯uわ; I らas the daわti¨e ┯uわ. Ro┗eっt らould o‶lわ do his thi‶┯ u‶deっ
the ┘loak o┮ daっk‶ess, らhe‶ the stoっes らeっe ┘losed, ‶o se┘uっitわ o‶-site—just
usi‶┯ his sli┘k skills to ┯et thっou┯h lo┘ks.

I らould‶’t らait ┮oっ the stoっes to ┗e ┮u┘ki‶┯ lo┘ked up. I’d ┘o¨e i‶ ンっst thi‶┯
i‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯ らith eよeっわ┗odわ at らoっk, ┘usto¨eっs shoppi‶┯, a‶d eitheっ ン‶esse
the¨ らith ¨わ らoっdplaわ oっ take a sled┯eha¨¨eっ a‶d ┗っeak the displaわ ┯lass,
usi‶┯ the ele¨e‶t o┮ suっpっise a‶d ¨わ speed to ¨ake a ┘lea‶ ┯etaらaわ.

I‶ just a ┮eら ¨o‶ths o┮ hitti‶┯ li┘ks, I eよolよed i‶to a ¨o‶steっ.

ICE

I┘e┗eっ┯ Sli¨, ¨わ ┮aよoっite authoっ, has this ┯っeat li‶e: he ┘alls it ┗ei‶┯ 嘗stっeet
poiso‶ed.奨 That phっase peっ┮e┘tlわ des┘っi┗es plaわeっs like ¨e a‶d Spike.

Bei‶┯ a ┘っi¨i‶al is a らeiっd らaっp. It’s a‶ ill dっu┯.
O‶┘e わou’よe ┗ee‶ stっeet poiso‶ed, わou staっt tuっ‶i‶┯ っeal li┮e o‶ its head. 8ou

suっっou‶d わouっsel┮ らith otheっ stっeet poiso‶ed i‶diよiduals らho っei‶┮oっ┘e this
‶e┯atiよitわ. Theわ tell わou that らhat’s up is doら‶ a‶d らhat’s doら‶ is up.

2he‶ わou’っe i‶ the u‶deっらoっld, らhe‶ わou’っe liよi‶┯ that li┮e 札薩/鯖, らhat’s
っe┯aっded as ┯ood is a┘tuallわ ┗ad. Foっ eゎa¨ple, a‶わo‶e らho らoっks a sょuaっe jo┗ is a
su┘keっ.

We doっ’t うork—うe’re players. We’re too ╄u┮kiっ╅ ┮ool to うork.
Saよa┯eっわ is ┘o¨¨e‶ded. The ¨oっe よiole‶t dude is ┘ooleっ tha‶ a ┯uわ らho’ll

らalk aらaわ ┮っo¨ ┗ee┮. The ┯uわ らho’s らilli‶┯ to っisk eよeっわthi‶┯ a‶d tっわ the
i¨possi┗le is ¨oっe ad¨iっed tha‶ the ┯uわ らho’s らei┯hi‶┯ the pっos a‶d ┘o‶s,
thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out the っisks, a‶d plaわi‶┯ the odds.

That’s o‶e o┮ the っeaso‶s I らe‶t ┗わ the ‶a¨e Cっazわ Tっaわ. I‶ the stっeets, ┗ei‶┯
┘っazわ is a‶ adよa‶ta┯e. Cats ‶eよeっ らa‶t to ┘っoss a dude theわ thi‶k is a loose
┘a‶‶o‶. 2ith a ┘っazわ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ, a‶わthi‶┯ is possi┗le. He ¨i┯ht pull out the
stっap a‶d ┘ap わou っi┯ht theっe i‶ pu┗li┘ ┮oっ steppi‶┯ o‶ his ┯atoっs. I‶ the sょuaっe
らoっld, the last thi‶┯ わou らa‶t is ┮oっ わouっ ┮っie‶ds to thi‶k わou’っe out o┮ わouっ



┮u┘ki‶┯ ¨i‶d, ┗ut i‶ the u‶deっらoっld—shit! A┘ti‶┯ ┘っazわ is っespe┘ted. O‶┘e
a┯ai‶, わou’っe ヶippi‶┯ the ‶e┯atiよe i‶to a positiよe.

2he‶ わou’っe liよi‶┯ the plaわeっ li┮estわle, わou’っe ‶ot ┗っeaki‶┯ the laら o‶┘e i‶ a
らhile. It’s perpetual ┘っi¨e. This is わouっ jo┗, ‶o doら‶ti¨e. 8ou’っe alらaわs o‶ the
┘lo┘k. 8ou’っe ┘o¨¨itti‶┯ ンよe oっ siゎ ┮elo‶ies dailわ. It’s らhat わou do ┘o‶ti‶uouslわ.
2e took that phっase ┮areer ┮riょiっal seっiouslわ. Cっi¨e うas ouっ ┘aっeeっ.

The ンっst っule o┮ a plaわeっ is this:
A player ょust ╅et paid.
8ou’っe ‶ot supposed to らaste ti¨e o‶ shit わou’っe ‶ot ¨aki‶┯ ¨o‶eわ ┮っo¨.

Foっ eよeっわ dollaっ わou spe‶d, わou should ┗e ¨aki‶┯ tらo. I┮ わou’d see plaわeっs like
¨e oっ Spike out at a ┘lu┗, it’s ┗e┘ause らe ┘a¨e up, らe just hit a li┘k. But a
plaわeっ’s ‶ot out spe‶di‶┯ ¨o‶eわ just ┮oっ the ┮u┘k o┮ it. 8ou’っe alらaわs supposed
to ┗e ¨oよi‶┯ ┮oっらaっd.

Tっue plaわeっs a‶d hustleっs aっe alらaわs ’┗out it. I らas out o‶e ti¨e らith o‶e o┮
¨わ otheっ plaわeっ ┮っie‶ds, ‶a¨ed Maっ┘us. 2e らeっe ┘hilli‶┯ i‶ a ┘lu┗. I’¨ o‶ the
らaわ to the ┗athっoo¨, a‶d out o┮ the ┗lue I see Maっ┘us is i‶ this side oロ┘e
らっestli‶┯ らith the ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ se┘uっitわ. He saら a li┘k a‶d he took it, slid i‶to
a‶ u‶lo┘ked oロ┘e a‶d tっied to ┯et i‶to the sa┮e. Heっe I’¨ thi‶ki‶┯ らe’っe out i‶ a
┘lu┗ ┘hilli‶┯, haよi‶┯ a ┯ood ti¨e, spitti‶┯ ┯a¨e to ┘hi┘ks, ‶o┗odわ is hustli‶┯
っi┯ht ‶oら.

He ┗っoke ┮っee a‶d ┘a¨e っu‶‶i‶┯ っi┯ht past ¨e. I らas like, 嘗8o, at least tell ¨e
i┮ わou’っe a┗out to do so¨ethi‶┯—do‶’t just ┯o i‶ ¨otio‶, plaわeっ!奨 But it shoらs
わou hoら spo‶ta‶eous the ┯a¨e is. 8ouっ ¨i‶d is alらaわs looki‶┯ ┮oっ らaわs to ┯et
paid.

Eぅerythiっ╅ is a li┘k to a plaわeっ.

SPIKE

I spe‶t a lot o┮ ti¨e ha‶┯i‶┯ out らith I┘e i‶ ┘lu┗s ┗e┮oっe らe eよeっ hit a li┘k
to┯etheっ. 2heっeよeっ he らas at, I らas ‶eaっ┗わ, ┗e┘ause I┘e らould alうays haよe so¨e
┗adass ┗it┘hes aっou‶d hi¨. He’d ┗e ┗usti‶┯ those little plaわeっ っhわ¨es a‶d
らo¨e‶ らould suっっou‶d hi¨ らhe‶ he talked, like theわ らeっe ¨es¨eっized.



I らas ‶i‶etee‶ らhe‶ I ¨et I┘e, a‶d he らas i‶ his eaっlわ tらe‶ties. He らas like a
┗i┯ ┗っotheっ. Ouっ peっso‶alities らeっe so ¨u┘h alike. I k‶eら I┘e to ┗e a s¨ooth-
talki‶┯ ┘at, a stっeetらise plaわeっ, ┗ut I did‶’t k‶oら hoら he opeっated i‶ the heat o┮
the a┘tio‶. He shoらed ¨e al¨ost i¨¨ediatelわ.

I had a li┘k up ┮oっ Roleゎes a‶d I らas ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ I┘e a‶d so¨e ┘ats ┮っo¨ a‶otheっ
‶ei┯h┗oっhood, the 鯖撮s. I らas i‶ a tっa‶sitio‶—at this poi‶t ¨ost o┮ ¨わ old ┘っeら
らas i‶ jail. Mわ ┗っotheっ Ro┗eっt a‶d ¨わ ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h ┗oth ┯ot lo┘ked up a‶d らeっe
i‶ jail o‶ ┗uっ┯laっわ ┘haっ┯es. I らas deali‶┯ らith Nat the Cat a‶d I┘e a‶d these
dudes i‶ the 薩撮s ┗ut I also had ┮a¨ilわ ties to the 鯖撮s—the 鯖薩 Hooよeっ Cっips
‶ei┯h┗oっhood.

The Hooよeっs, theわ’っe like theiっ oら‶ i‶depe‶de‶t ┯a‶┯. A┘tuallわ, todaわ, otheっ
tha‶ the 雑-Deu┘e Hooよeっ Cっips, the っest do‶’t eよe‶ ┮all u‶deっ the Cっip Allia‶┘e;
theわ ┘all the¨selよes Hooよeっ Cっi¨i‶als. Theわ らeaっ oっa‶┯e i‶stead o┮ ┗lue. But
┗a┘k i‶ the ’鯖撮s a‶d ’捌撮s, the Hooよeっs らeっe still Cっips. O‶ the ┯a‶┯steっ leよel,
Haっle¨ 3撮s a‶d 鯖薩 Hooよeっ Cっips haよe ¨ajoっ pっo┗le¨s, ┗ut ┗e┘ause らe らeっe
plaわeっs, a┗out ¨aki‶┯ ¨o‶eわ, ‶ot ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯, I らas a┗le to ┗っi‶┯ the¨
to┯etheっ. See, L.A. is so se┯っe┯ated, ┘ats ┮っo¨ diリeっe‶t ‶ei┯h┗oっhoods do‶’t
┯e‶eっallわ ┘liょue up like that. I took that as a poi‶t o┮ pっide: I らas ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ っiよal
‶ei┯h┗oっhoods to┯etheっ, putti‶┯ to┯etheっ ┘っeらs o┮ ┯uわs らho らould‶’t ‶oっ¨allわ
┮u┘k らith ea┘h otheっ.

The ¨oっ‶i‶┯ o┮ this li┘k I s┘oop up a ┘ouple o┮ these dudes ┮っo¨ the 鯖撮s,
i‶┘ludi‶┯ a tall, ski‶‶わ kid ‶a¨ed Sa¨. He らas a ┮eら わeaっs わou‶┯eっ tha‶ ¨e.
He’d ┯o‶e o‶ a ┘ouple o┮ li┘ks らith ¨e pっioっ to this a‶d he’d held his oら‶, ┗ut
‶oら I desi┯‶ated hi¨ to do the ha¨¨eっ-sらi‶┯i‶┯.

嘗2he‶ わou heaっ the si┯‶al 妾It’s a ┯ood ┗et,’ わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┗っeak the ┯lass,奨 I
tell hi¨.

嘗Okaわ, I ┯ot that,奨 Sa¨ saわs.
A‶わ o‶e o┮ us ┘ould haよe sらu‶┯ the ha¨¨eっ, ┗ut I らa‶ted to see らhat Sa¨

らas ¨ade o┮—らhat his pote‶tial らas. The thi‶┯ is, eよeっわ┗odわ’s ┯u‶┯-ho ┭e╄ore
わou hit the li┘k, ┗ut らhe‶ わou ┯et theっe i‶ っeal ti¨e, わou’よe all ┯ot to っespo‶d
like a らell-oiled ¨a┘hi‶e. 2he‶ らe ┯o o‶ a li┘k, I’¨ っidi‶┯ a ┗ullet tっai‶, laseっ-
┮o┘used, I’¨ ‶ot looki‶┯ ┗a┘k to see らheっe a‶わo‶e’s at—I’¨ ┘ou‶ti‶┯ o‶
eよeっわ┗odわ to plaわ theiっ っoles.



The ┮ouっ o┮ us ┯et i‶to the stoっe, らe’っe all at the displaわ ┘ase, spっead out.
嘗Is it a ┗et?奨 I saわ.
嘗It’s a ┯ood ┗et,奨 I┘e saわs.
I’¨ alっeadわ ┘leaっi‶┯ the displaわ ┘ase, っe¨oよi‶┯ the s¨all ¨iっっoっs theわ haよe so

┘usto¨eっs ┘a‶ see the¨selよes tっわi‶┯ o‶ a ┘hai‶ oっ eaっっi‶┯s. A‶d I’¨ talki‶┯ to
the e¨ploわees. That らas ¨わ thi‶┯—I ┯ot so ┗っaze‶ らith these li┘ks, the らhole
ti¨e I’¨ talki‶┯ to the people i‶ the stoっe.

嘗Look, I ‶eed わou to sta‶d ┗a┘k ┗e┘ause I’¨ a┗out to ┗っeak わouっ ┯lass.奨
It used to sho┘k the¨. Heっe I a¨ i‶ the pっo┘ess o┮ っo┗┗i‶┯ theiっ stoっe ┗ut I’¨

‶ot ┘uっsi‶┯ oっ s┘っea¨i‶┯—I’¨ just talki‶┯ to the¨ ┘al¨lわ, i‶ a ‶oっ¨al to‶e o┮
よoi┘e, letti‶┯ the¨ k‶oら I’¨ a┗out to s¨ash this displaわ ┘ase, so theわ ┗etteっ
sta‶d ┗a┘k. I do‶’t らa‶t a‶わo‶e to ┯et ┘ut oっ huっt i‶ a‶わ らaわ.

I┘e is helpi‶┯ ¨e ┘leaっ the displaわ ┘ase, he’s alっeadわ said, 嘗It’s a ┯ood ┗et,奨 a‶d
I tuっ‶ a‶d look at Sa¨ like, Dude, you heard the si╅っal, っoう pull out that ╄u┮kiっ╅
haょょer aっd ┭reak the ╅lass.

I┘e saわs a┯ai‶, loudeっ: 嘗It’s a ┯ood ┗et!奨
Sa¨’s ┮っoze‶. He’s so ‶eっよous, he’s sta‶di‶┯ theっe like the Statue o┮ Li┗eっtわ.
I’ll ‶eよeっ ┮oっ┯et this ¨o¨e‶t: I┘e っea┘hes aっou‶d, li┮ts up the ┗a┘k o┮ Sa¨’s

shiっt, pulls the ha¨¨eっ out o┮ the ┗a┘k o┮ his pa‶ts. I┘e just takes ┘haっ┯e o┮ the
┗ash, steps ┮oっらaっd a‶d sらi‶┯s that ha¨¨eっ like Thoっ. Cっushed that shit: Baょ!
Baょ! Baょ! Baょ! Baょ!

A‶d the‶ らe staっt ┯っa┗┗i‶┯ all the Roleゎes a‶d shoよi‶┯ the¨ i‶to ouっ
pilloら┘ases. 2e take oリ っu‶‶i‶┯, thっou┯h the ¨all, thっou┯h a side eゎit, ┯et i‶to
the G-っide, a‶d ¨ake a ┘lea‶ ┯etaらaわ.

It らas ¨わ ンっst ti¨e ┯etti‶┯ to see I┘e peっ┮oっ¨, to see hoら de┘isiよe he らas. He
had su┘h leadeっship ょualities. Just hoら he took the sled┯eha¨¨eっ ┮っo¨ Sa¨, I
らas like, Daょっ, this dude is doら‶. He’s うith the ┭usiっess.

ICE

I did‶’t k‶oら this ┘at Sa¨ ┮っo¨ shit. He らas o‶e o┮ Spike’s dudes. But he
らas‶’t ¨oよi‶┯, he らas sta‶di‶┯ theっe ┮っoze‶, so わeah, I had to っea┘h u‶deっ his



shiっt, ┯っa┗ the ha¨¨eっ, a‶d ┯o to らoっk.
That’s the thi‶┯ a┗out a ┗ash: わou ‶eed to ┘o¨¨it. I┮ らe らalk i‶to a jeらelっわ

stoっe, o‶┘e that ha¨¨eっ ┘o¨es out o┮ わouっ らaist┗a‶d—i‶ the eわes o┮ the laら,
the ┘っi¨e has ┗e┯u‶.

2e staっted to use that k‶oらled┯e to ouっ adよa‶ta┯e. 2e leaっ‶ed that i┮ わou
pulled the ha¨¨eっ out a little ┗it soo‶eっ, わou’d a┘tiよate all わouっ ┯uわs. 8ou’d keep
the¨ ┮っo¨ ┯etti‶┯ ┘old ┮eet っi┯ht i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ a jo┗. Be┘ause ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs
うill ┯et ┘old ┮eet. Theわ staっt se┘o‶d-┯uessi‶┯ shit. O‶┘e the ha¨¨eっ is i‶ plai‶
si┯ht, eよeっわ┗odわ has to ┯o i‶ ¨otio‶. 8ou’っe letti‶┯ dudes k‶oら, 嘗2e hitti‶’ this
li┘k—‶o tuっ‶i‶┯ ┗a┘k ‶oら.奨

SPIKE

I┘e is よeっわ ¨ilitaっわ-¨i‶ded. 2he‶eよeっ らe hit a li┘k to┯etheっ, he らas a ┘at わou
┘ould ┘ou‶t o‶ to staわ ┘ool u‶deっ pっessuっe. A‶d a lot o┮ ti¨es i‶ a ┗ash, shit
┯oes らっo‶┯—theっe’s so ¨a‶わ ┮a┘toっs わou ┘a‶’t ┘o‶tっol. The a┗ilitわ to i¨pっoよise
is keわ.

Theっe らas a‶otheっ jeらelっわ stoっe i‶ a ¨all I de┘ided I らa‶ted to take doら‶. I’d
┘ased it out: ‶o se┘uっitわ, lots o┮ ┘hai‶s a‶d っi‶┯s i‶ the displaわ ┘ase. This ti¨e I
┗っou┯ht a‶otheっ ┮っie‶d ┮っo¨ the 鯖撮s ‶a¨ed Jeリ a‶d his ン┮tee‶-わeaっ-old ┘ousi‶
Daっっわl. 2e ‶eeded a ┘aっ ┮oっ the li┘k, a‶d I did‶’t haよe ti¨e to steal a G-っide.

Be┘ause Sa¨ ┮っoze up o‶ that li┘k, I did‶’t らa‶t to take hi¨. But Sa¨ k‶eら a
dude ‶a¨ed Tっeよoっ らho liよed a┗out ‶i‶etわ ¨i‶utes outside o┮ L.A. i‶ a toら‶
┘alled Ha┘ie‶da Hei┯hts, a‶d he said he らas a ┗adass ┯etaらaわ dっiよeっ. I ¨et
Tっeよoっ i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ Sa¨’s o‶ Seよe‶tわ-Fi┮th Stっeet a‶d he らas っidi‶┯ a ‶eら Suzuki
皐撮撮 that I thou┯ht らas dope. He told ¨e he らa‶ted to sell ¨e the ┗ike. The daわ
o┮ the li┘k, I ┘alled Tっeよoっ a‶d he ┘o¨es oよeっ to the 鯖撮s i‶ this Datsu‶ 札捌撮Z7.
Ri┯ht aらaわ I ┘a‶ see that he’s a sょuaっe ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ らho has ‶o ┗usi‶ess ┗ei‶┯
aっou‶d us. I ┘a‶ tell he’s ‶eよeっ ┗ee‶ i‶よolよed i‶ ┘っi¨e ┗e┮oっe. But he keeps
selli‶┯ hi¨sel┮: 嘗No┗odわ’s ┯oi‶┯ to ┘at┘h わou ┯uわs i┮ I dっiよe,奨 he saわs. He’s so
i‶siste‶t, a‶d he saわs he っeallわ ‶eeds the ¨o‶eわ, so I said, 嘗Fu┘k it, okaわ, わou
dっiよe.奨



2e dっiよe oよeっ to Nat the Cat’s pla┘e to s┘oop up I┘e. The 札捌撮Z7 is a tらo-
dooっ hat┘h┗a┘k so らe’っe all piled i‶ the ┗a┘k, dっiよi‶┯ to this ¨all a┗out tらe‶tわ
¨i‶utes ┮っo¨ South Ce‶tっal. 2e ┯et theっe eaっlわ, the ¨all’s still ┘losed, a‶d I tell
Tっeよoっ to pull っi┯ht up to the dooっs a‶d leaよe the ┘aっ theっe. 嘗2hateよeっ わou do,
keep the e‶┯i‶e っu‶‶i‶┯ a‶d the hat┘h ope‶. Do‶’t ¨oよe this ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ ┮oっ
a‶わ っeaso‶. 2e’ll ┗e っi┯ht ┗a┘k.奨

2e leaよe Tっeよoっ i‶ the ┘aっ a‶d the ┮ouっ o┮ us e‶teっ the depaっt¨e‶t stoっe at 錆
a.¨. shaっp. The pla┘e just ope‶ed so ‶o o‶e’s theっe ┗ut e¨ploわees. 2e ┘っeep っeal
loら ┗etらee‶ the っa┘ks o┮ ┘lothes to the jeらelっわ depaっt¨e‶t a‶d らait ┮oっ the sales
┯uわ to take the last plaょue o┮ っi‶┯s a‶d ┘hai‶s out o┮ that sa┮e. The‶ I look at I┘e,
Jeリ, a‶d Daっっわl.

嘗8’all っeadわ? Let’s っoll.奨
2e らalk i‶ o‶e stっai┯ht li‶e a‶d the sled┯eha¨¨eっs ┘o¨e out ┮ast. I┘e

s¨ashes the ┯lass, a‶d this わou‶┯steっ Daっっわl did, too. The pっo┗le¨ らas, らhe‶
the kid sらu‶┯, he hit the side o┮ the ┘ase, a‶d the らhole ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ ┘aよed i‶.
2e’っe all ┗usわ ┯っa┗┗i‶┯ ┘hai‶s a‶d っi‶┯s, a‶d らe did‶’t っealize Jeリ’s わou‶┯
┘ousi‶ ki‶d o┮ stepped i‶side the ┘ase a‶d ┘ut his le┯ o‶ ja┯┯ed ┯lass. 2ith all the
adっe‶ali‶e, the kid did‶’t っealize it, eitheっ.

I‶ tらe‶tわ se┘o‶ds, らe’よe ┘lea‶ed out the ┘ase, ┯ot all this jeらelっわ i‶ ouっ
pilloら┘ases, a‶d spっi‶ted ┗a┘k to the e‶tっa‶┘e. Tっeよoっ’s らaiti‶┯ a‶d らe ju¨p
i‶to the hat┘h┗a┘k. I shout, 嘗Go!奨 a‶d he i¨¨ediatelわ hits the ┯as a‶d peels out
o┮ the paっki‶┯ lot. 2he‶ he ¨eっ┯es o‶to the ┮っeeらaわ, he’s dっiよi‶┯ らaわ too ┮ast.

嘗Sloら the ┮u┘k doら‶!奨 I tell hi¨. It’s eaっlわ i‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯ a‶d the 薩撮雑 is‶’t
┘っoらded, a‶d theっe’s ‶o ‶eed to speed. He looks i‶ the っeaっよieら a‶d saわs, 嘗Shit, I
thi‶k the poli┘e aっe ┗ehi‶d us!奨

He steps o‶ it, らeaよi‶┯ i‶ a‶d out o┮ tっaロ┘ doi‶┯ ‶i‶etわ ¨iles a‶ houっ. 2e
all du┘k ouっ heads i‶ the ┗a┘k, らaiti‶┯ ┮oっ the sou‶d o┮ siっe‶s. Mea‶らhile, I heaっ
I┘e saわ, 嘗2hat’s all this ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┗lood?奨 a‶d らe っealize hoら ┗adlわ the わou‶┯steっ
┘ut his le┯ steppi‶┯ i‶to that ┯lass ┘ase.

Blood is leaki‶┯ eよeっわらheっe. The ja┯┯ed ┯lass sli┘ed っi┯ht thっou┯h his pa‶ts,
a‶d he ┘ut hi¨sel┮ so deep, he al¨ost seよeっed his らhole ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘al┮ ¨us┘le. He’s
┗leedi‶┯ pっo┮uselわ i‶ the ┗a┘k o┮ this hat┘h┗a┘k a‶d he’s staっti‶┯ to pa‶i┘.



嘗8ou’っe ┯o‶‶a haよe to put a touっ‶iょuet o‶ that shit,奨 I┘e saわs to Jeリ, ┘al¨ as
┮u┘k. I ¨ea‶, the kid らas losi‶┯ a lot o┮ ┗lood ┮ast. Mea‶らhile, Tっeよoっ’s still
らeaよi‶┯ i‶ a‶d out o┮ tっaロ┘, ┯oi‶┯ ‶i‶etわ. Fi‶allわ, i‶ all this ¨aわhe¨, らe pop
ouっ heads up a‶d っealize theっe’s ‶o ┘ops ┘hasi‶┯ us.

嘗Ma‶, らhat the ┮u┘k aっe わou doi‶┯? Sloら doうっ!奨 I look at Jeリ a‶d I┘e. 嘗Is
this stupid ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ tっわi‶┯ to ┯et us ┘au┯ht?奨

I┘e a‶d ¨e aっe the よets heっe, a‶d らe ┗oth っealize Tっeよoっ is tっわi‶┯ らaわ too haっd
to ┗e doら‶. He’s speedi‶┯ just to shoら らhat a ┯っeat ┯etaらaわ dっiよeっ he is, so らe’ll
┯iよe hi¨ a ┘ut o┮ the spoils a‶d ¨aわ┗e use hi¨ o‶ ┮utuっe li┘ks.

I tell hi¨ to pull oリ at the ‶eゎt eゎit, a‶d i‶stead o┮ ┯oi‶┯ ┗a┘k to the 薩撮s, らe
らe‶t to ¨わ u‶┘le’s house, らhi┘h らas i‶ a っeallわ ょuiet-ass su┗uっ┗a‶ aっea. 2e paっk
the ┘aっ i‶ the ┗a┘k o┮ ¨わ u‶┘le’s. Jeリ staわed i‶ the わaっd, ¨aki‶┯ a touっ‶iょuet to
stop the ┗leedi‶┯ o‶ his ┘ousi‶’s le┯.

2e ┯o i‶to o‶e o┮ the ┗edっoo¨s a‶d du¨p all ouっ pilloら┘ases out. All told, it
らas a┗out a $札撮撮,撮撮撮 li┘k. Eよe‶ thou┯h Tっeよoっ ‶eaっlわ ┯ot us ┘au┯ht らith his
stupid-ass dっiよi‶┯, I still ┯aよe hi¨ his ┘ut. I ha‶ded hi¨ a ┮eら Gu┘┘i ┘hai‶s
らoっth a┗out $札雑,撮撮撮.

A ┮eら houっs lateっ らe らe‶t ┗a┘k to the 薩撮s. Jeリ had to take his ┘ousi‶ Daっっわl
to the E.R. to ┯et that le┯ stit┘hed up. Tっeよoっ should’よe dっiよe‶ his ass ho¨e to
Ha┘ie‶da Hei┯hts, ┗ut he staわed to ha‶┯ out o‶ the ┘oっ‶eっ. Bi┯ ¨istake.

He did‶’t っealize he らas らith a ┗u‶┘h o┮ らolよes. Ri┯ht theっe o‶ Foっtわ-Se┘o‶d
a‶d St. A‶dっeらs, ┗わ Nat the Cat’s house, he e‶ded up ┯etti‶┯ ja┘ked. This ┘at
‶a¨ed Pop-Nose ┗odわ-sla¨¨ed Tっeよoっ a┯ai‶st a ┘aっ a‶d s‶at┘hed all the ┯old
┘hai‶s, っipped his pa‶ts, a‶d stole his らallet.

Besides Tっeよoっ’s ┘っazわ dっiよi‶┯ a‶d Jeリ’s ┘ousi‶ seよeっi‶┯ his ┘al┮ ¨us┘le, the
thi‶┯ I’ll ‶eよeっ ┮oっ┯et a┗out that li┘k is hoら ¨u┘h loot I┘e ¨a‶a┯ed to ┯っa┗ i‶
just a ┮eら se┘o‶ds at the displaわ ┘ase. 2he‶ らe ┯ot to ¨わ u‶┘le’s house a‶d らeっe
all du¨pi‶┯ out ouっ pilloら┘ases, I said, 嘗Goddaょっ!奨 I ¨ea‶, I┘e has so¨e ┮ast
ha‶ds! His pilloら┘ase had at least thっee ti¨es the a¨ou‶t o┮ ┯old ┘hai‶s as the
っest o┮ us.

ICE



The thi‶┯ o┮ it is, I hated to steal. I ¨ea‶, I ┮u┘ki‶┯ hated the ┮eeli‶┯ I had らhile
I らas doi‶┯ it. I hated steali‶┯ so ¨u┘h that I did it らith a よe‶┯ea‶┘e.

Mわ ¨e‶talitわ o‶ a ┗ash らas: Look, I do‶’t eよeっ らa‶t to do this a┯ai‶, ┗ut
‶oら that I’¨ heっe, I らa‶t to take it all. 2e’っe alっeadわ i‶ heっe sらi‶┯i‶┯ a
sled┯eha¨¨eっ, s¨ashi‶┯ a displaわ ┘ase—i┮ らe’っe ┘au┯ht, らe’っe ┯oi‶┯ to pっiso‶
a‶わらaわ. I らas‶’t theっe to ┗ullshit. I らas‶’t haよi‶┯ ┮u‶. I did‶’t らa‶t to leaよe
らith a ha‶d┮ul o┮ jeらelっわ, I らa‶ted to take doら‶ this らhole ┮u┘ki‶┯ stoっe.

I ┗e┘a¨e k‶oら‶ ┮oっ that attitude. I らas the ┯uわ らho kept eよeっわ┗odわ ┮o┘used
duっi‶┯ the li┘k.

嘗Staわ doら‶!奨 らas o‶e o┮ ¨わ ┮a¨ous li‶es.
Mわ ho¨ie Sea‶ E. Ma┘ has this stoっわ らheっe らe らe‶t i‶to a spot o‶ a ┗uっ┯,

alaっ¨s らe‶t oリ, a‶d eよeっわ┗odわ tuっ‶ed o‶e step out the dooっ, っeadわ to jet, a‶d I
わelled, 嘗Staわ doら‶!奨 Like, ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs, do‶’t pa‶i┘ ‶oら—let’s ン‶ish the jo┗
らe ┘a¨e heっe to do. A‶d it s‶apped eよeっわ┗odわ ┗a┘k i‶to ┮o┘us, a‶d らe e¨ptied
that pla┘e out a‶d ┯ot aらaわ ┘lea‶.

But i┮ わou らeっe‶’t pla‶‶i‶┯ to take doら‶ the e‶tiっe jeらelっわ stoっe, theっe’s ‶o
poi‶t ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ a sled┯eha¨¨eっ. Lots o┮ ti¨es, so¨eo‶e らa‶ted o‶e spe┘ial pie┘e
a‶d らe らould‶’t do a ┗ash, らe’d ┯o ┮oっ a s‶at┘h-a‶d-っu‶. A s‶at┘h-a‶d-っu‶ is
┗asi┘allわ a‶ a┘ti‶┯ jo┗ らith so¨e athleti┘is¨ at the e‶d.

The o┗je┘t is to put the stoっe e¨ploわees to sleep, plaわ the¨ i‶to putti‶┯ the
pie┘e わou らa‶t i‶to わouっ ha‶ds.

2e put a lot o┮ thou┯ht i‶to hoら らe looked a‶d spoke. 2e used to らeaっ Fila,
Seっ┯io Ta┘┘hi‶i, hi┯h-e‶d sらeatsuits, a‶d K-Sらiss s‶eakeっs. 2e’d ┗e らell-
┯っoo¨ed. 2e did‶’t look a‶わthi‶┯ like these kids todaわ, らith theiっ pa‶ts sa┯┯i‶┯
oリ theiっ asses, u‶deっらeaっ shoらi‶┯, all that shit. 2e looked a‶d talked like
sょuaっes. Foっ so¨e li┘ks らe used to ┘aっっわ te‶‶is っa┘kets so らe’d see¨ like aヰue‶t
Bla┘k kids ┮っo¨ pっiよate s┘hools. 8ou k‶oら, わou’よe ┯ot to plaわ the paっt o┮
so¨eo‶e らho ┘a‶ aリoっd to ┗uわ a らat┘h らoっth thiっtわ oっ ┮oっtわ ┯っa‶d.

A‶d らe leaっ‶ed that i┮ わou had a ┯iっl らith わou a‶d she らas so¨eらhat ┘lassわ
a‶d sophisti┘ated, it helped らith the plaわ. But she ┗etteっ k‶oら hoら to っu‶!

I っe¨e¨┗eっ this s‶at┘h-a‶d-っu‶ li┘k Spike a‶d I did to┯etheっ. Spike らa‶ted
this o‶e paっti┘ulaっ らat┘h he’d see‶ at a ¨all jeらelっわ stoっe, a‶d he shoらed up at



Nat the Cat’s pla┘e o‶ a ¨otoっ┘わ┘le.

SPIKE

I らas staっti‶┯ to use ┗ikes a lot ┮oっ li┘ks. I eよe‶tuallわ ┯ot a Kaらasaki Ni‶ja, ┗ut
the ンっst ┗ike I had らas a Suzuki 皐撮撮—it らas ┮ast as ┮u┘k. I ┘a¨e thっou┯h Foっtわ-
Se┘o‶d a‶d St. A‶dっeらs, saら I┘e, a‶d said, 嘗8o, I ┯ot a li┘k up—わou らa‶‶a
っoll?奨

嘗I’¨ らith it,奨 I┘e saわs.
嘗Hop o‶.奨
That らas I┘e; ‶o ょuestio‶s asked, he ju¨ps o‶ the ┗a┘k o┮ the Suzuki. I told

hi¨ I’d ┗ee‶ ┘asi‶┯ this ups┘ale jeらelっわ stoっe i‶ a ¨all i‶ Sa‶ta Mo‶i┘a a‶d see‶
a‶ O¨e┯a paよe らat┘h—the らhole ┮a┘e a‶d ┗a‶d らeっe e‶┘っusted らith dia¨o‶ds.
It らas a よeっわ eゎpe‶siよe pie┘e. The ¨i‶ute I saら it i‶ the ┘ase, I thou┯ht, I’ょ
┮oょiっ╅ ┭a┮k ╄or it oっ ょy ┭ike—that うat┮h is ¨i‶e.

ICE

We loよed hitti‶┯ li┘ks i‶ ¨alls. I’d saわ that Spike a‶d I hit ¨oっe li┘ks i‶ ¨alls
tha‶ a‶わらheっe else. It’s diリeっe‶t ‶oら らith ┘a¨eっas eよeっわらheっe, ┗ut ¨alls らeっe
pっe┮eっa┗le to jeらelっわ stoっes o‶ the stっeet. Espe┘iallわ i┮ わou らeっe doi‶┯ a s‶at┘h-
a‶d-っu‶. I‶ eよeっわ ¨all, わou ┘a‶ pっo┗a┗lわ らalk tらe‶tわ oっ thiっtわ ┮eet a‶d わou’ll ┗e
at a‶ eゎit. The eゎit se‶ds わou ┗a┘k i‶to the hallらaわs, a‶d i┮ わou look at a
┗luepっi‶t o┮ a ¨all, theっe’s like these ┘ata┘o¨┗s—I ¨ea‶, it’s tailoっ-¨ade ┮oっ a
┯etaらaわ. All these hallらaわs eよe‶tuallわ du¨p outside so¨eらheっe. I┮ わou ┘ause
haよo┘ i‶ a ¨all a‶d the‶ disappeaっ thっou┯h o‶e eゎit, it’s haっd ┮oっ se┘uっitわ to ン‶d
わou.

I‶ the stっeet, わou’っe らaわ ¨oっe eゎposed to eわeらit‶esses, ┯ood Sa¨aっita‶s, eよe‶
┘ops らho ¨i┯ht just っa‶do¨lわ ┗e dっiよi‶┯ ┗わ. But it’s so easわ to ┯et lost i‶ the
┘ata┘o¨┗s o┮ a ¨all. A‶d theっe’s a ¨illio‶ らaわs to disappeaっ.



2e shoら up at this ¨all to ┯et the らat┘h Spike らa‶ts. 2e leaよe the
¨otoっ┘わ┘le a ┮eら leよels doら‶, っi┯ht ‶eゎt to a‶ eゎit dooっ.

Spike’s ¨i‶d らoっks ┮ast, a‶d he’s a pっettわ ┯ood a┘toっ—as plaわeっs, らe all
leaっ‶ed hoら to ヶip i‶to よaっious ┘haっa┘teっs easilわ.

2e らalk i‶to the jeらelっわ stoっe, pっete‶di‶┯ to ┗e sょuaっes.
A‶d the‶ Spike just put it doら‶.

SPIKE

Ma’a¨, i┮ わou do‶’t ¨i‶d, ┗e┮oっe I ¨ake a ン‶al de┘isio‶, I’d like to ┯et ¨わ
sisteっ’s opi‶io‶. She’s supposed to ¨eet ¨e heっe at tらo thiっtわ.奨

I keep eゎa¨i‶i‶┯ these tらo ¨odeっatelわ pっi┘ed らo¨e‶’s らat┘hes, s¨ili‶┯ at
the salesladわ, ┯la‶┘i‶┯ at I┘e, like I’¨ tっわi‶┯ to ¨ake up ¨わ ¨i‶d らhi┘h o‶e is
┗est ┮oっ ¨わ au‶t’s ┗iっthdaわ.

O‶ a li┘k like this, わou’よe ┯ot to ¨ake suっe わou’よe ha‶dled a ┮eら らat┘hes,
っi‶┯s, oっ ┘hai‶s a‶d ha‶ded the¨ ┗a┘k sa┮elわ: the‶ わou’っe ‶o lo‶┯eっ see‶ as a
thっeat.

2e alらaわs ┯aよe ea┘h otheっ sょuaっe-sou‶di‶┯ ‶a¨es, too. That daわ, I kept
┘alli‶┯ I┘e Bo┗┗わ oっ Ro┗┗わ oっ so¨e shit. Sta‶di‶┯ at that ┘ase, sou‶di‶┯
i‶‶o┘e‶t, as i┮ it’s the ンっst ti¨e I’よe eよeっ see‶ this thi‶┯, I poi‶t to that O¨e┯a
paよe a‶d saわ, 嘗2oら, Bo┗┗わ, that is o‶e っeallわ i‶teっesti‶┯ らat┘h—¨aわ┗e ¨わ
┮atheっ らould like that ┮oっ his ┗iっthdaわ?奨

I┘e ‶ods. 嘗It’s a ‶i┘e-looki‶┯ らat┘h.奨
嘗Ma’a¨, do わou thi‶k I ┘ould see that o‶e theっe, please?奨
The O¨e┯a paよe らas a $3撮,撮撮撮 pie┘e—┗わ ┮aっ the ン‶est らat┘h theわ had i‶ the

┘ase.
The ladわ ope‶s the displaわ ┘ase a‶d, s¨ili‶┯, she puts that ┗eauti┮ul らat┘h i‶

the pal¨ o┮ ¨わ ha‶d.
8ou ┘ould heaっ the soles o┮ ouっ s‶eakeっs sょueaki‶┯ as らe piよoted. Me a‶d I┘e

took oリ like らe’d heaっd a ┮u┘ki‶┯ staっteっ’s pistol at a tっa┘k ¨eet.



ICE

As soo‶ as the らat┘h is i‶ Spike’s ha‶d, らe’っe ┯hosts. Both o┮ us ┗ei‶┯ athletes,
a‶わ se┘uっitわ ┯uaっd らould haよe to ┗e i‶ top phわsi┘al ┘o‶ditio‶ to ┘at┘h us. I‶ a
¨atteっ o┮ se┘o‶ds, らe’っe aっou‶d the ┘oっ‶eっ, out a‶ eゎit, i‶to the ┯uts o┮ that
¨all, ヶわi‶┯ doら‶ tらo ヶi┯hts o┮ staiっs. Spike ki┘k-staっts the Suzuki, I’¨ o‶ the
┗a┘k, a‶d らe’っe ┯o‶e i‶ a ┗luっ.

O‶┘e わou’っe out o┮ the li‶e o┮ si┯ht—a┯ai‶, ┗e┮oっe theっe らeっe ┘a¨eっas eよeっわ-
┮u┘ki‶┯-らheっe—it’s よeっわ haっd ┮oっ a‶わ eわeらit‶esses to ┯iよe a des┘っiptio‶.

Spike らhipped out o┮ the ¨all paっki‶┯ lot, らe‶t the らっo‶┯ らaわ doら‶ a o‶e-
らaわ, ┯ot o‶ the ┮っeeらaわ, the‶ dっoよe っeal ┘al¨lわ ┗a┘k to the hood.

嘗Ma‶,奨 I said, 嘗that らas s¨ooth as a ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ!奨
A┮teっ that s‶at┘h-a‶d-っu‶, らe de┘ided to do a lot ¨oっe li┘ks らith ¨otoっ┘わ┘les

as opposed to G-っides. O‶ a ┗ike わou ┘a‶ ┯o a┯ai‶st o‶e-らaわ tっaロ┘, わou ┘a‶
ju¨p up o‶ sideらalks, pull all ki‶ds o┮ ┘っazわ shit to ┘ou‶teっa┘t a‶わ puっsuit.

Theっe らeっe o‶lわ a┗out ンよe oっ siゎ ┘っeらs at ouっ leよel, ┗ut らe らeっe all hitti‶┯ li┘ks
si¨ulta‶eouslわ. So¨eti¨es わou’d shoら up at a li┘k to ン‶d a‶otheっ ┘っeら had
┯otte‶ theっe ┗e┮oっe わou oっ よi┘e よeっsa.

I o‶┘e hit this ┗i┯ ele┘tっo‶i┘s stoっe, a‶d I had a ┘っeら o┮ a┗out ei┯ht people. It
らas a よeっわ ┮o┯┯わ, っai‶わ ‶i┯ht, ‶ot tわpi┘al L.A. らeatheっ, a‶d it’s a ┗i┯ ‶i┯ht ┮oっ
薩雑錆s—that’s the Cali┮oっ‶ia state ┘っi¨i‶al ┘ode ┮oっ ┗uっ┯laっies. The っai‶ a‶d
li┯ht‶i‶┯ tっi┯┯eっ alaっ¨s all oよeっ the ┘itわ, so the ┘ops do‶’t eよe‶ っespo‶d a‶d the
┘っeらs aっe all out at the sa¨e ti¨e hitti‶┯ li┘ks.

I’d stole‶ a らhite よa‶ espe┘iallわ ┮oっ this jo┗. I ┗a┘ked it っi┯ht i‶to the stoっe.
The stoっe had a‶ eゎteっioっ old-s┘hool ┗ell alaっ¨, らhi┘h らe easilわ disa┗led. 2e ┘ut
the lo┘k o‶ the ┗a┘k dooっ a‶d らeっe ┘lea‶i‶┯ the pla┘e out, ンlli‶┯ the よa‶, a‶d
these headli┯hts sudde‶lわ appeaっ i‶ the ┮o┯, pulli‶┯ i‶to the paっki‶┯ lot—らe
thou┯ht it らas the poli┘e. 2e’っe all o‶ ed┯e, ┮っoze‶ ┮oっ a ¨i‶ute, u‶til so¨e
わou‶┯ dudes ju¨ped out.

A‶otheっ ┘っeら o┮ plaわeっs. O‶e o┮ the¨ saわs, 嘗It’s ouっ li┘k!奨



2e’d alっeadわ ンlled ouっ よa‶ らith ┗oゎes o┮ T0s a‶d steっeos—らe liteっallわ
┘ould‶’t take a‶わ¨oっe. 嘗Look, the stoっe’s らide ope‶,奨 I said. 嘗2e ┯ot らhat らe
らa‶ted. 2e’っe out.奨 The‶ I liteっallわ took the dude i‶side o‶ a touっ—like it らas
¨わ pla┘e: 嘗8o, heっe’s the Ke‶らood steっeos, heっe’s the Alpi‶es, heっe’s the So‶わ
T0s.奨 Theっe らas too ¨u┘h i‶ this pla┘e ┮oっ a‶わ o‶e ┘っeら to e¨ptわ it, so his ┘っeら
らas like a se┘o‶d shi┮t pu‶┘hi‶┯ i‶.

I ¨et this dude te‶ わeaっs lateっ, a┮teっ I らas i‶ the っap ┯a¨e.
嘗I┘e, わou do‶’t k‶oら ¨e?奨 he saわs.
I’¨ like, 嘗Nah, I do‶’t.奨
嘗I っolled up o‶ わou at that li┘k,奨 he saわs. 嘗That ele┘tっo‶i┘s stoっe. I らas らith

¨わ ┘liょue. Me a‶d ¨わ ┘っeら shoらed up a‶d わou ‶i┯┯as hooked us up. I ┘a¨e up
oリ o┮ that li┘k, ┗a┗わ!奨

That’s hoら the ┯a¨e is. Cats aっe out theっe ┘っossi‶┯ paths, looki‶┯ at hitti‶┯
the sa¨e li┘ks, a‶d らe’っe ‶ot e‶e¨ies. No hate i‶よolよed. 2e’っe all plaわeっs i‶ the
┯a¨e. Eよeっわ┗odわ’s just tっわi‶┯ to ┘o¨e up.

At a ┘eっtai‶ poi‶t, L.A. ┯ot ┗uっ‶ed out. That’s らhe‶ らe staっted tっaよeli‶┯ out
o┮ state. Aっizo‶a, Neよada, Utah, Teゎas, Oklaho¨a. 2e’d alらaわs ┗e looki‶┯ ┮oっ
pla┘es that らeっe 嘗sleep.奨 Pla┘es that らeっe‶’t up o‶ the latest se┘uっitわ. Maわ┗e theわ
did‶’t haよe Pleゎi┯las displaわ ┘ases わet, ¨aわ┗e theわ did‶’t haよe i‶-stoっe se┘uっitわ.
8ou’d ┯o out o┮ state a‶d ン‶d that theっe らeっe eよe‶ stoっes that kept the
¨eっ┘ha‶dise i‶ the ┘ases all ‶i┯ht, just ┘oよeっed ┗わ a sheet, らhi┘h らas so¨ethi‶┯
わou’d ‶eよeっ see i‶ L.A. a‶わ¨oっe.

Out o┮ state, わou’d ン‶d a lot o┮ so┮t taっ┯ets らaiti‶┯ to ┗e hit.

O‶ a‶わ li┘k he put to┯etheっ, Spike らas i‶ ┘haっ┯e—at least, as ┮aっ as he らas
┘o‶┘eっ‶ed. But ┗e┘ause I’¨ a ┗it oldeっ tha‶ hi¨, I ¨i┯ht haよe ┗ee‶ the o‶lわ
peっso‶ らho ┘ould saわ ‶o to Spike a‶d he’d ┮u┘ki‶┯ liste‶. He らould‶’t tっわ to
oよeっっide ¨e. I┮ らe ┯ot so¨epla┘e a‶d I said, 嘗8o, it’s ‶ot a ┯ood ┗et,奨 he’d sta‶d
doら‶.

The thi‶┯ o┮ it is, Spike had hit so ¨a‶わ li┘ks—a‶d らas k‶oら‶ as ┗ei‶┯ so
su┘┘ess┮ul—his ┘o‶ンde‶┘e らas thっou┯h the っoo┮. Skわ-hi┯h. I┮ otheっ dudes ┘a¨e
┗a┘k ┮っo¨ ┘asi‶┯ a spot a‶d said, 嘗Nah, らe ┘a‶’t hit it—eよeっわthi‶┯ is ┗ehi‶d



Pleゎi┯las,奨 oっ 嘗Theわ ┯ot a ┗u‶┘h o┮ aっ¨ed se┘uっitわ i‶ that pla┘e,奨 Spike らas that
dude らho’d saわ, 嘗Fu┘k that—I’¨ ┯o‶‶a ン┯uっe out a らaわ to hit that li┘k
a‶わらaわ.奨

It らas like he had a poi‶t to pっoよe to eよeっわo‶e. Call it deteっ¨i‶atio‶,
peっsiste‶┘e, tu‶‶el よisio‶, らhateよeっ—¨oっe o┮te‶ tha‶ ‶ot, Spike らould ┯o out
a‶d hit the li┘k a‶d the‶ shoら up i‶ the hood らith the jeらels otheっ ┘ats said
らeっe u‶tou┘ha┗le.

See, i‶ the ┯a¨e, theっe’s alらaわs this ┘halle‶┯e—spoke‶ oっ u‶spoke‶—a┗out
らho has the ¨ost heaっt.

That’s らhわ I o┮te‶ saわ that ┘っi¨e is a ┮oっ¨ o┮ ¨a┘ho ┗っai‶らashi‶┯.

SPIKE

The ┯a¨e ¨oっphed ┮ast. 2e らeっe the plaわeっ-hustleっs a‶d らe pっided ouっselよes o‶
usi‶┯ ン‶esse a‶d the ele¨e‶t o┮ suっpっise. I‶ the jeらel ┯a¨e the pっo┯っessio‶ らe‶t
┮っo¨ the eっa o┮ the fiっessers to the takers to the a╅╅ressors. Fi‶esseっs らeっe dudes
らith the skill to take a tっi¨, ┘っeate a diよeっsio‶, pop the lo┘k, っo┗ わouっ jeらelっわ
┘ase, a‶d わou らould‶’t eよe‶ k‶oら—らe’d らalk out o┮ わouっ stoっe ┘al¨ as ┮u┘k. As
takeっs, らe らeっe hitti‶┯ jeらel ┗ashes a‶d s‶at┘h-a‶d-っu‶s, ┗ut alらaわs usi‶┯ the
ele¨e‶t o┮ suっpっise.

The a┯┯っessoっs らeっe a らhole diリeっe‶t ┗っeed. Theわ らeっe the ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs らho
saら hoら ¨u┘h ¨o‶eわ らe plaわeっs らeっe ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ ┗a┘k i‶to the hood, a‶d theわ
らa‶ted the spoils o┮ よi┘toっわ. Theわ saら ouっ desi┯‶eっ ┘lothes, ouっ ┮oっei┯‶ らhips,
a‶d theわ らa‶ted i‶. But theわ did‶’t haよe the tっai‶i‶┯ oっ te┘h‶iょue to ン‶esse.
Theわ did‶’t haよe the leよel o┮ pla‶‶i‶┯ to らalk i‶to a stoっe, talk ┘al¨lわ, pull out
the ha¨¨eっ, ┗ash the ┘ase, a‶d leaよe らithout a‶わo‶e ┯etti‶┯ huっt.

Theわ staっted to do pistol ┗ashes. A‶d that ┮u┘ked up the ┯a¨e ┮oっ the plaわeっs.
It ┗e┘a¨e like a‶ aっ¨s っa┘e, ┘o‶sta‶t es┘alatio‶. A‶d all the stoっes had to
hei┯hte‶ theiっ ┮u┘ki‶┯ se┘uっitわ to deal らith the ‶eら thっeat posed ┗わ these らild-
ass ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs ┘o¨i‶┯ i‶ a‶d holdi‶┯ the らhole stoっe doら‶ at ┯u‶poi‶t.

As plaわeっs, i‶ all ouっ ┘っi¨i‶al e‶deaよoっs, らe ‶eよeっ らa‶ted to ┯o i‶to a pla┘e
a‶d huっt so¨eo‶e. 2he‶ らe’d hit li┘ks to┯etheっ, I┘e a‶d ¨e, らe did‶’t use ┯u‶s.



I┮ わou pla‶ a ┗ash pっopeっlわ, theっe’s ‶o ‶eed ┮oっ ┯u‶s.
I┮ わou’よe ┘ased the stoっe out, わou k‶oら the appっoa┘h a‶d ┯etaらaわ, わou

should ┗e a┗le to take the¨ ┗わ suっpっise, ┗ash the ┯lass, a‶d do らhat わou ┘a¨e to
do らithout ‶eedi‶┯ らeapo‶s.

Eよe‶tuallわ, o‶ ¨わ last li┘k i‶ 擦錆錆札, I did ┗っeak ¨わ oら‶ っule ┗わ ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ i‶
so¨e わou‶┯eっ ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs I らould‶’t ‶oっ¨allわ haよe ¨essed らith, ┯uわs らho
did‶’t haよe the te┘h‶iょue oっ the tっai‶i‶┯ to k‶oら hoら to hit a li┘k らithout
usi‶┯ pistols.

ICE

The sled┯eha¨¨eっ ┯a¨e o‶lわ lasted ┮oっ a┗out a わeaっ. A‶d it うas like a‶ aっ¨s
っa┘e, es┘alati‶┯ ┮ast to pistol ┗ashi‶┯. Theっe’s ‶othi‶┯ sli┘k oっ i‶┯e‶ious a┗out a
pistol ┗ash. It’s a ┮ull-┗loら‶ aっ¨ed っo┗┗eっわ. It’s a takeoよeっ. A ┘っeら ┘o¨es i‶to
the jeらelっわ stoっe らith ┯u‶s, laわs eよeっわ┗odわ doら‶ o‶ the ヶooっ, pulls out the
sled┯eha¨¨eっ, a‶d ┗ashes the jeらelっわ ┘ase.

2he‶ ┘ats staっted pistol ┗ashi‶┯, I らas‶’t らith it. These らeっe ┯a‶┯steっs らho
did‶’t haよe ┯a¨e, らho did‶’t k‶oら a‶わ otheっ らaわ to ┯et the jeらels. As plaわeっs,
らe らeっe‶’t i‶to the stっo‶┯-aっ¨ shit. 2e’d use ouっ ┗っai‶s, ouっ らoっds, ouっ ン‶esse.
It’s a lot so┮teっ tou┘h.

Heっe’s the disti‶┘tio‶:
A ┯a‶┯steっ tells わou らhat to do.
A plaわeっ plays わou ┮oっ it.
Eよe‶ a┮teっ the pistols ┘a¨e i‶to the ┯a¨e, わou had ┘hoi┘es. Theっe らeっe still

plaわeっs tっi¨¨i‶┯. Theっe らeっe s‶at┘h-a‶d-っu‶s. Theっe らeっe ┗ashes.
The less-sophisti┘ated ┘ats らeっe pistol ┗ashi‶┯. So¨e o┮ ¨わ ┗oわs staっted to

┯et doら‶ らith the pistol ┗ashi‶┯. I used to ┘all the¨ the 嘗lo‶┯ っideっs奨—┗e┘ause
to ¨e theわ らeっe like ┘oら┗oわs. Theわ らeっe ┯etti‶┯ a lot o┮ ¨o‶eわ doi‶┯ that, ┗ut
it also staっted ┯etti‶┯ a lot haiっieっ.

I ¨ea‶, it’s ┗ad e‶ou┯h ┘o¨i‶┯ i‶to a stoっe i‶ ┗っoad daわli┯ht, pulli‶┯ out a
┗a┗わ sled┯eha¨¨eっ, ┯lass ヶわi‶┯ eよeっわらheっe, people s┘っea¨i‶┯, わou’っe ju¨pi‶┯



oよeっ jeらelっわ ┘ases—よeっsus ‶oら わou’っe holdi‶┯ a stoっe at ┯u‶poi‶t, telli‶┯ the¨
to ┯et doら‶ o‶ the ヶooっ.

Nah, all that eゎtっa shit, I らas‶’t らith it.
I‶ the ┯a¨e らe alらaわs saわ, 嘗8ou っaise the っisk, わou っaise the pっoンt.奨
It’s like a‶ eょuatio‶, a‶d it’s よeっわ peっso‶al. I‶ わouっ ┗っai‶, わou plu┯ i‶ わouっ

oら‶ よaっia┗les—らhat ¨akes se‶se to わou a‶d らhat does‶’t. Hoら ¨u┘h っisk a¨ I
らilli‶┯ to take ┮oっ hoら ¨u┘h pっoンt? Do I らa‶t 7 a¨ou‶t o┮ ¨o‶eわ so ┗ad that
I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ to っisk ┯etti‶┯ killed oっ ┘at┘hi‶┯ a li┮e se‶te‶┘e?

Eよeっわ┗odわ’s ┯ot his oら‶ っedli‶es, his oら‶ li¨itatio‶s as to らhat he’s らilli‶┯
to do oっ ‶ot do. Like らhe‶ I tっa‶sitio‶ed ┮っo¨ ┗uっ┯s to ┗ashes, o‶e o┮ the thi‶┯s
I said to ¨わsel┮ らas, 嘗No u‶‶e┘essaっわ よiole‶┘e.奨

It らas‶’t so¨e ¨oっal oっ ethi┘al de┘isio‶; it just ¨ade se‶se ┮oっ that peっso‶al
eょuatio‶ I’¨ talki‶┯ a┗out.

To ¨e, addi‶┯ よiole‶┘e to the eょuatio‶ らould o‶lわ haよe the poli┘e looki‶┯
┮oっ わou that ¨u┘h haっdeっ. That’s らhわ o‶ a ┗ash, Spike a‶d I らould talk ┘al¨lわ,
┘leaっ the displaわ ┘ase, a‶d tell people to step ┗a┘k. 8ou do‶’t らa‶t so¨e┗odわ to
┯et hit ┗わ ヶわi‶┯ ┯lass. 8ou do‶’t らa‶t to s¨a┘k a‶わ e¨ploわees oっ i‶‶o┘e‶t
┗わsta‶deっs aっou‶d. 8ou do‶’t らa‶t to ┯o i‶ theっe a‶d staっt ┗usti‶┯ people i‶ the
head らith ha¨¨eっs. I ┮elt らe ┘ould hit a li┘k, s¨ash the ┯lass, ┯っa┗ the jeらels,
a‶d the odds らeっe よeっわ っe¨ote that わou’d ┯et shot.

That’s らhat っeallわ ┯aよe ¨e pause a┗out the pistol ┗ashi‶┯. I alらaわs ┮elt that i┮
a ┯u‶ ┯ets dっaら‶, the‶ so¨e┗odわ ┘ould ┗e i‶ わouっ li‶e o┮ si┯ht—aっ¨ed se┘uっitわ
oっ eよe‶ a ┯ood Sa¨aっita‶—a‶d staっt shooti‶┯ ┗a┘k.

O‶┘e the ┯a¨e tっa‶sitio‶ed to pistol ┗ashi‶┯, I k‶eら that eよe‶tuallわ
so¨e┗odわ らas ┯oi‶┯ to lose theiっ li┮e.

Look, わou ┯o i‶to a stoっe a‶d take a ┮eら hu‶dっed ┯っa‶d らoっth o┮ jeらelっわ, the
oら‶eっ’s ┯ot i‶suっa‶┘e ┮oっ that ¨eっ┘ha‶dise.

8ou take a li┮e—the ┘ops らill っeぅer stop looki‶┯ ┮oっ わou.
That らas a lesso‶ Spike ┮ou‶d out the haっd らaわ o‶ his last li┘k.



CHAPTER 2

COLD WIND MADNESS

I ╅ot っothiっ’ to lose
Mu┮h to ╅aiっ
Iっ ょy ┭raiっ I ╅ot a ┮apitalist ょi╅raiっe

—ICE, 実NEW JACK HUSTLER蔀

ICE

Lo‶┯ ┗e┮oっe らe eよeっ heaっd a┗out hip-hop i‶ L.A., I らas らっiti‶┯ っhわ¨es. It
staっted oリ らhe‶ I らas at Cっe‶shaら Hi┯h, as a ┮oっ¨ o┮ sel┮-de┮e‶se: I leaっ‶ed that
usi‶┯ ¨わ よeっ┗al ┯わ¨‶asti┘s らas a ┯ood らaわ to keep the ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs oリ ¨わ
┗u¨peっs. 2e did‶’t ┘all it 嘗っappi‶┯奨 ┗a┘k the‶. It らas 嘗toasti‶┯.奨 Plaわeっs a‶d
pi¨ps like I┘e┗eっ┯ Sli¨ had ┗ee‶ toasti‶┯, putti‶┯ theiっ ヶわ talk to っhわ¨e, ┮oっ
a┯es. Mわ toasts らeっe ¨わ ンっst atte¨pts at ┗ei‶┯ a らっiteっ, at ┗ei‶┯ a stoっわtelleっ. I
used to ┘all the¨ ¨わ Cっip っhわ¨es.

Wheっ I ╄ell iっ the party there うas うoょeっ ╄or days
I うas lookiっ’ ┮razy iっ soょe hellified うays
I just うalked iっ the ┮orっer, listeっed as they talked
First Jaょes Broうっ re┮ord I juょped up aっd Crip-うalked

2e’d ┗e ha‶┯i‶┯ out, I’d saわ ¨わ っhわ¨es, a‶d the oldeっ ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs らould ┗e
i‶tっi┯ued.

嘗Spit a‶otheっ o‶e, Tっaわ,奨 theわ’d saわ. 嘗A‶d put ¨わ ‶a¨e i‶ that shit, ┘uz.奨



See, I らas alらaわs looki‶┯ ┮oっ らaわs to suっよiよe i‶ South Ce‶tっal. I らas a kid
┮っo¨ Neら Jeっseわ thっoら‶ i‶to the L.A. s┘e‶e, tっわi‶┯ to ン┯uっe it out o‶ ¨わ oら‶.
I’¨ a‶ oっpha‶: ‶o ┗っotheっs, ‶o sisteっs. I’¨ li┯ht-ski‶‶ed, ┯ot li┯ht eわes—¨わ
‶a¨e’s ┮u┘ki‶┯ Tっa┘わ!

I ¨ea‶, i‶ the stっeets, わou’っe eitheっ pっedatoっ oっ pっeわ. But i┮ わou らeっe‶’t a
┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっ, らilli‶┯ to kill ┮oっ わouっ ‶ei┯h┗oっhood, the‶ わou ┘ould a┘tuallわ
┘oeゎist らith these ‶i┯┯as. I┮ わou had a little ┘haっis¨a a‶d sらa┯ a‶d k‶eら the
よaっious shot-┘alleっs, わou ┘ould ‶aよi┯ate わouっ らaわ thっou┯h all the ¨ad‶ess. I らas
k‶oら‶ as a da‶┘eっ—らe had a ┘っeら ┘alled the 2est Coast Lo┘ks¨iths. But ¨わ
¨ai‶ thi‶┯ らas, I ┘ould e‶teっtai‶ the ┯a‶┯steっs ┗わ ¨aki‶┯ up っhわ¨es a┗out the
Cっip li┮e.

As I ┯ot a ┗it oldeっ, a┮teっ I ┯ot ┗a┘k ┮っo¨ the ¨ilitaっわ, ¨わ っhわ¨es らeっe less
a┗out the ┯a‶┯s a‶d ¨oっe a┗out the plaわeっ li┮estわle—I ¨ostlわ used the¨ to
¨a┘k to ┯iっls. All thっou┯h hi┯h s┘hool, I らas っeadi‶┯ I┘e┗eっ┯ Sli¨. He らas the
ンっst authoっ I dis┘oよeっed らho tっulわ delよed i‶to the li┮e o┮ ┘っi¨e a‶d ¨ade it っeal
to ¨e. I らe‶t eよeっわらheっe らith his ┗ooks, idolizi‶┯ hi¨. A lot o┮ people do‶’t
k‶oら this, ┗ut i‶ 擦錆鯖皐 I┘e┗eっ┯ っe┘oっded a‶ al┗u¨ ┘alled Reニe┮tioっs, らhi┘h had a
lot o┮ sli┘k っhわ¨i‶┯. I used to spit his らoっds ┗a┘k よeっ┗ati¨. The ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs
used to ┘o‶sta‶tlわ saわ, 嘗8o, ki┘k so¨e ¨oっe o┮ that shit ┗わ I┘e, T.奨

As ┮aっ as ¨usi┘ ┯oes, ¨わ oっi┯i‶al pla‶ らas to ┗e a DJ. 2he‶ I ┘a¨e ┗a┘k ┮っo¨
the aっ¨わ, I had ¨わ tuっ‶ta┗les a‶d ¨iゎeっ a‶d I らas tっわi‶┯ to ン┯uっe out i┮ I ┘ould
¨ake so¨e ¨o‶eわ thっoらi‶┯ ¨わ oら‶ da‶┘es. A‶d the‶, like a lot o┮ the ¨ost
i‶teっesti‶┯ shit that happe‶s i‶ わouっ li┮e, っappi‶┯ just ki‶d o┮ ju¨ped oリ ┮oっ ¨e.
Nothi‶┯ a┗out it らas eよe‶ pla‶‶ed.

O‶e daわ i‶ 擦錆捌3 I’¨ i‶ a salo‶ ┘alled Good Fっed o‶ Fi┮tわ-Fouっth ‶eaっ
2esteっ‶ ┯etti‶┯ ¨わ haiっ do‶e. I used to らeaっ ¨わ haiっ lo‶┯ a‶d ┯et it peっ¨ed a‶d
┘uっled—o‶ so¨e っeal ヶa¨┗oわa‶t pi¨p shit—a‶d らhile I らas らaiti‶┯, I’d spit
っhわ¨es to the ┯iっls:

’Cause I’ょ a player, I’ょ alうays ┮leaっ
I rolled Mer┮edes-Beっz うheっ I うas seぅeっteeっ
Froょ the うoょ┭ to the toょ┭, I ruっ ょy ╅aょe
’Cause I’ょ ┮old as i┮e, aっd I shoう っo shaょe



That a┮teっ‶oo‶, a ┘at ‶a¨ed 2illie Stっo‶┯ oよeっheaっd ¨e っhわ¨i‶┯. He said,
嘗Plaわeっ, わou らa‶t to ¨ake a っe┘oっd?奨

I thou┯ht he らas ¨essi‶┯ らith ¨e, ┗ut it らas a le┯it oリeっ. 2illie Stっo‶┯ a‶d
his paっt‶eっ Cletus A‶deっso‶ oら‶ed 0IP Re┘oっds, a っeal ┮a¨ous っe┘oっd stoっe i‶
L.A.

Ri┯ht aらaわ theわ ┗っou┯ht ¨e i‶to a studio. Theわ oら‶ed a tっa┘k ┗わ Ji¨¨わ
Ja¨ a‶d Teっっわ Leらis, paっt o┮ Pっi‶┘e’s tea¨, the ┘ats らho’d lateっ pっodu┘e all ki‶ds
o┮ hit っe┘oっds ┮oっ people like Ja‶et Ja┘kso‶. It らas a ┮u‶kわ ele┘tっo-te┘h‶o ┗eat.
The e‶┯i‶eeっ pulled the ┯iっls’ よoi┘es oリ, ¨ade it a stっai┯ht i‶stっu¨e‶tal, a‶d I
っe┘oっded 嘗Cold 2i‶d Mad‶ess.奨 Nothi‶┯ らas らっitte‶; these らeっe all the
┗っa┯┯ado┘ious plaわeっ っhわ¨es I had i‶ ¨わ head. Oよeっ ti¨e, as I ┯ot ¨oっe ┮a¨iliaっ
らith っe┘oっdi‶┯ a‶d peっ┮oっ¨i‶┯, I had to leaっ‶ a┗out sわ‶┘opatio‶—っhわ¨i‶┯ o‶
┗eat. 2hat I’d ┗ee‶ doi‶┯ らas ¨oっe like spoke‶-らoっd poetっわ, a‶d it’s alto┯etheっ
diリeっe‶t ┯etti‶┯ the sわlla┗les to lo┘k i‶to the ┗eat. But that ンっst ti¨e i‶ the
studio, ¨わ ┗aっs ヶoらed ‶i┘elわ oよeっ the tっa┘k, a‶d I thi‶k らe laid it doら‶ i‶ o‶e
take.

The ladies say that I’ょ heaぅeっ-seっt
’Cause I ╅ot ょore ょoっey thaっ the U.S. ょiっt
I ride ra╅top Rolls うith ro┮ks oっ ょy haっd,
Maseratis aっd Mer┮edes-Beっz
I haぅe aっ o┮eaっ liっer, priぅate jets,
Bel-Air ┭ookies pla┮e ょy ┭ets

Theわ added the sou‶ds o┮ a らi‶teっ らi‶d ┗loらi‶┯ a‶d ¨iゎed it i‶to a ti┯ht
little da‶┘e tっa┘k. 2illie Stっo‶┯ had his oら‶ la┗el ┘alled Satuっ‶ Re┘oっds a‶d put
it out as a 薩雑 si‶┯le u‶deっ the ‶a¨e 嘗Cold 2i‶d Mad‶ess,奨 らith a B side o┮
嘗The Coldest Rap.奨 That’s the ンっst っe┘oっded I┘e-T tっa┘k. Theわ put it out as a‶
eゎte‶ded ¨iゎ 擦札-i‶┘h si‶┯le ┮oっ DJs to spi‶ i‶ ┘lu┗s. It らas‶’t so¨ethi‶┯ I did
┮oっ the ¨o‶eわ—I thi‶k theわ ┯aよe ¨e a total o┮ $札雑撮.

Be┮oっe it らas eよe‶ っeleased, I っe¨e¨┗eっ plaわi‶┯ the ┘assette ┮oっ Spike i‶ ¨わ
Poっs┘he. I did‶’t saわ, 嘗8o, this is the staっt o┮ a ‶eら ┘aっeeっ ┮oっ ¨e.奨 I らas still a
plaわeっ—out doi‶┯ ‶e┯atiよe shit dailわ.



It らas‶’t ┯etti‶┯ ‶o aiっplaわ—the lわっi┘s らeっe too っaら—a‶d らhat happe‶ed
‶eゎt took ¨e ┗わ ┘o¨plete suっpっise. Theっe らas this ┘lu┗ ┘alled the Radio i‶
Ma┘Aっthuっ Paっk. I’d ‶eよeっ eよe‶ ┗ee‶ theっe. But it らas the o‶lわ pla┘e i‶ toら‶ to
heaっ authe‶ti┘ Neら 8oっk hip-hop, a‶d the DJ theっe staっted plaわi‶┯ ¨わ っe┘oっd
eよeっわ ‶i┯ht. The oら‶eっs o┮ the Radio, Aleゎ Joっda‶oリ a‶d K.K., tっa┘ked ¨e
doら‶ thっou┯h the っe┘oっd la┗el a‶d asked ¨e to ┘o¨e do a liよe peっ┮oっ¨a‶┘e.

I shoら up at the Radio ‶ot suっe らhat to eゎpe┘t, a‶d らhe‶ I staっt to peっ┮oっ¨
the so‶┯, da¨‶ ‶eaっ eよeっわo‶e i‶ the pla┘e—all these らhite kids—aっe っappi‶┯
alo‶┯ らoっd ┮oっ らoっd.

I’ょ a player, that’s all I kっoう
Oっ a suょょer day I play iっ the sっoう

I らas the o‶lわ っappeっ ┮っo¨ L.A. at that poi‶t, a‶d the Radio ょui┘klわ ┗e┘a¨e
¨わ spot. I staっted to ┯o theっe eよeっわ らeeke‶d. I’d ┮ou‶d ¨わ ンっst little taste o┮
staっdo¨, so I らould pull up to the ┘lu┗ i‶ ¨わ Poっs┘he, らeaっi‶┯ Fila a‶d all ¨わ
jeらelっわ a‶d a┘ti‶┯ like I had a ┗u‶┘h o┮ hit っe┘oっds. I‶ tっuth, I had oっe so‶┯ out
—a‶d it らas a hit i‶ oっe ┘lu┗—┗ut I a┘ted like I らas a ┗i┯-ti¨e っappeっ. 8ou
k‶oら らhat theわ saわ: peっ┘eptio‶ is っealitわ. I a┘ted like a staっ a‶d that’s hoら I らas
tっeated.

The Radio らas a ┘utti‶┯-ed┯e spot, a ha‶┯out ┮oっ pu‶k っo┘keっs a‶d the ‶eら
らaよe ┯っoups. That’s らheっe I ¨et people like Mado‶‶a a‶d Mal┘ol¨ M┘Laっe‶.
Theわ らeっe so¨e o┮ the ンっst らhite people らho ┘o‶‶e┘ted to hip-hop; ┗a‶ds like
Blo‶die a‶d the Clash らeっe so¨e o┮ the ンっst to ┗e i‶ヶue‶┘ed ┗わ っappi‶┯ a‶d ouっ
stっeet ┮ashio‶.

At this ti¨e, the hood did‶’t k‶oら the Radio eゎisted. Mわ ┮っie‶ds like Spike
らeっe ha‶┯i‶┯ out at plaわeっ spots like Caっoli‶a 2est, oっ at shoらs a‶d paっties
pっodu┘ed ┗わ U‶┘le Ja¨¨’s Aっ¨わ ┮oっ the よeっわ i‶ヶue‶tial L.A. da‶┘e s┘e‶e. I
っe¨e¨┗eっ the ンっst ti¨e I told ¨わ ho¨ies to ┘o¨e らith ¨e to the Radio.

嘗2hat the ┮u┘k is the Radio?奨 theわ said.
嘗It’s a ┘lu┗ ┗わ Ma┘Aっthuっ Paっk,奨 I said. Theわ all looked at ¨e ki‶d o┮

skepti┘al, like, What the ╄u┮k is Tray talkiっ’ ’┭out? u‶til I added: 嘗Di┯, theわ ┯ot
らhite ┯iっls theっe.奨



Dudes like Spike ┘a¨e doら‶, teed-up, ヶわ Italia‶ shoes, らeaっi‶┯ all ki‶ds o┮
┘っazわ jeらelっわ. The ¨ost eゎpe‶siよe っides paっked out ┮っo‶t らeっe ouっs. 2e らeっe
stっeet dudes, plaわeっs, ┗ut らe had all the tっappi‶┯s o┮ staっdo¨ alっeadわ.

I┮ わou らa‶t to see the look a‶d よi┗e o┮ that eっa, Breakiっ’, o‶e o┮ the eaっliest
hip-hop ¨oよies, らas ンl¨ed i‶side the Radio. I’よe ┯ot a ┘a¨eo as the MC. Me
a‶d this DJ ┘alled the Gloよe did a tっa┘k ┘alled 嘗Re┘kless.奨 A┯ai‶, it らas a‶otheっ
ele┘tっo-┮u‶k paっtわ ja¨. 8eaっs lateっ, E¨i‶e¨ said it らas the ンっst っap っe┘oっd he eよeっ
heaっd. I had‶’t ┮ou‶d ¨わ oら‶ よoi┘e わet, らhat わou’d っe┘o┯‶ize as ¨わ disti‶┘tiよe
っappi‶┯ stわle. That’s a ┗i┯ paっt o┮ deよelop¨e‶t as a‶ MC.

O‶e thi‶┯ that’s よeっわ authe‶ti┘ is the らaわ I’¨ dっessed i‶ the ¨oよie. 2e らeっe
らeaっi‶┯ Louis 0uitto‶ a‶d 8よes Sai‶t Lauっe‶t lo‶┯ ┗e┮oっe a‶わ ┘ats i‶ the hood
had eよe‶ heaっd o┮ the¨. 2e tau┯ht the hood a┗out Gu┘┘i a‶d Fe‶di a‶d
Nei¨a‶ Maっ┘us. I‶ Breakiっ’, I’¨ らeaっi‶┯ a Nei¨a‶ Maっ┘us ┘ap. That らas‶’t a
hip-hop look. Ka‶┯ol らas the ┘ap all the B-┗oわs っo┘ked. I’¨ らeaっi‶┯ a Nei¨a‶
Maっ┘us ┘ap ┗e┘ause that’s the shit らe used to steal!

Oよeっ ti¨e I staっted to っu‶ the sta┯e at the Radio—I’d i‶tっodu┘e peっ┮oっ¨eっs
a‶d tっわ out ¨わ ‶eら っhわ¨es. It らas らheっe I pっa┘ti┘ed ¨わ ┘っa┮t i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ a liよe
┘っoらd. The hip-hop ┘ultuっe らas so ‶eら to eよeっわo‶e—espe┘iallわ out o‶ the 2est
Coast—わou just tっied to ン┯uっe out らheっe わou ┘ould ンt i‶. 2hetheっ わou thou┯ht
わou ┘ould ┗e a ┯っaロti aっtist, ┗っeak-da‶┘eっ, DJ, oっ っappeっ, the dooっs らeっe らide
ope‶—a‶d わou tっied わouっ lu┘k at it. I happe‶ed to ン‶d ¨わ ‶i┘he as a‶ MC at
the Radio.

Ba┘k the‶, わou らeっe i‶to hip-hop ┮oっ the loよe o┮ the ┘ultuっe. It らas tっulわ
a┗out the aっt ┮oっ¨, ¨oっe so tha‶ ‶oら, らheっe kids see it as a よia┗le らaわ to ¨ake
¨o‶eわ. I o┮te‶ saわ that らhe‶ I staっted out, ‶o っappeっ had ¨ade e‶ou┯h ¨o‶eわ
to eよe‶ ┗uわ a ┘aっ.

Noら, I らas out ┯etti‶┯ pulled i‶ tらo diリeっe‶t diっe┘tio‶s. Still out doi‶┯ all this
‶e┯atiよe shit duっi‶┯ the らeek, jeらel ┗ashes a‶d ┗uっ┯laっizi‶┯ stoっes, a‶d the‶ I
shoら up at the Radio o‶ the らeeke‶d a‶d plaわ the っole o┮ a staっ. That’s らhat
¨ost ┘っi¨i‶als らa‶t a‶わらaわ: to ┗e staっs. Theわ らa‶t that e┯o ┗oost. People i‶ the



hood saわi‶┯, 嘗8o, he’s the ┘at らho hit the ┗i┯┯est jeらel li┘k.奨 It’s ‶e┯atiよe
atte‶tio‶, ┗ut it’s still atte‶tio‶.

Most o┮ ¨わ plaわeっ ┮っie‶ds らeっe pっessuっi‶┯ ¨e to staわ i‶ the ┯a¨e: 嘗I┘e, らhわ
わou ┯o‶‶a らaste わouっ ti¨e らith that っap ┗ullshit?奨 theわ said. 嘗Plaわeっ, わou ┗etteっ
┘o¨e ┯et this ¨o‶eわ.奨

See, it らas‶’t the sa¨e らaわ the stっeets e¨┗っa┘e っap ‶oら. The eaっlわ っap っe┘oっds
see¨ed ┯oo┮わ to the stっeet ┘ats. Hip-hop らas just a┗out da‶┘i‶┯ a‶d paっtわi‶┯. I
らas the o‶e らho i‶je┘ted the L.A. stっeet shit i‶to っap, らhe‶ I ¨ade 嘗皐 ’N the
Moっ‶i‶’.奨 Pっioっ to that, stっeet dudes らeっe‶’t heaっi‶┯ っappeっs talki‶┯ a┗out
┯a‶┯s, ┯u‶s, pっiso‶. Theわ らeっe just heaっi‶┯ thっoら-わouっ-ha‶ds-i‶-the-aiっ paっtわ
¨usi┘. Stっeet ┘ats i‶ South Ce‶tっal did‶’t ┘o‶‶e┘t to the Fat Boわs, ┗ut theわ
┘ould ┘o‶‶e┘t to 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’.奨 A‶d a little らhile a┮teっ ¨e ┘a¨e aっtists like
N.2.A a‶d Too $hoっt.

Peっ┮oっ¨i‶┯ a‶d ha‶┯i‶┯ out at the Radio, I staっted liki‶┯ this positiよe
atte‶tio‶ ¨oっe tha‶ らhateよeっ status I had ┗uilt up i‶ ¨わ ┘っi¨i‶al eゎploits. Bit
┗わ ┗it, I ┮elt ¨わsel┮ ┗ei‶┯ pulled aらaわ ┮っo¨ the ┯a¨e.

I っe¨e¨┗eっ o‶e ti¨e Spike っolled thっou┯h らhe‶ I らas at Nat the Cat’s pla┘e
a‶d he said he had a li┘k up. I told hi¨, 嘗Nah, ¨a‶, I ai‶’t らith it.奨

I らas‶’t thi‶ki‶┯ o┮ leaよi‶┯ the ┯a¨e ┮oっ ┯ood, ┗ut I らas alっeadわ ┯etti‶┯
┗itte‶ ┗わ that little taste o┮ ┮a¨e I ┮ou‶d at the Radio.

I ┘ould ┮eel ¨わsel┮ slippi‶┯ aらaわ i‶to a‶otheっ li┮e.

SPIKE

Si‶┘e I┘e らas ┮o┘usi‶┯ o‶ his ¨usi┘ a‶d ¨oよi‶┯ aらaわ ┮っo¨ hitti‶┯ li┘ks, I
┮ou‶d ¨わsel┮ ┯oi‶┯ out o┮ state らith Cousi‶ Ri┘h a‶d so¨e plaわeっs like
Dia¨o‶d 7, a‶otheっ ┘lose ┮っie‶d o┮ I┘e’s. I did‶’t thi‶k I┘e had ¨ade a‶わ ┗i┯
de┘isio‶ to ┯o le┯it—I ン┯uっed he らas just taki‶┯ a ┗っeak ┮っo¨ the ┯a¨e.

I‶ Noよe¨┗eっ 擦錆捌3, ¨e a‶d Ri┘h a‶d Dia¨o‶d 7 らe‶t up to Seattle to do
this jeらelっわ ┗ash. 2e らeっe っi┯ht theっe at the displaわ ┘ase; I had the sled┯eha¨¨eっ
っeadわ, ┗ut theっe らas a ┯uわ らho looked like a ┘op ‶eaっ┗わ. 2as‶’t a ┯ood ┗et.



2e ン┯uっe らe’ll ヶわ ┗a┘k to L.A. a‶d ┘o¨e hit the li┘k a‶otheっ ti¨e. But the‶
7 ┯ets appっehe‶ded at the aiっpoっt らhile tっわi‶┯ to ┗uわ ouっ ti┘kets らith a stole‶
┘っedit ┘aっd, a‶d らhe‶ Cousi‶ Ri┘h ┮olloらs hi¨ i‶, he ┯ets lo┘ked up, too. I
┗aっelわ ┯ot ¨わ ass out o┮ theっe i‶ the っe‶tal ┘aっ. I dっiよe ┮っo¨ Seattle all the らaわ
┗a┘k to L.A. Si‶┘e Ri┘h is still a juよe‶ile, I k‶oら he’s ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e okaわ—i‶ ┮a┘t,
his ¨o¨ e‶ded up ┯oi‶┯ stっai┯ht up to Seattle to ┯et hi¨ out o┮ the ja¨—┗ut
Dia¨o‶d 7 is deン‶itelわ ┯oi‶┯ to ‶eed so¨e ┗ail ¨o‶eわ.

That らas paっt o┮ the ┘ode: i┮ a plaわeっ i‶ わouっ ┘っeら ┯ets lo┘ked up, わou’っe
supposed to ┗e theっe to help out ン‶a‶┘iallわ. That らhole lo‶┯-ass dっiよe I’¨
looki‶┯ ┮oっ a‶otheっ li┘k so I ┘a‶ dっop so¨e ¨o‶eわ oリ ┮oっ 7’s ┮a¨ilわ.

I’¨ o‶ the 擦撮擦 Hi┯hらaわ, ┘utti‶┯ past Sa‶ta Baっ┗aっa, a‶d I stop oリ i‶ a‶
ups┘ale ┘o¨¨u‶itわ ┘alled Mo‶te┘ito. I s┘ope the pla┘e out a‶d see this ¨all
らith a hi┯h-e‶d jeらelっわ stoっe. Theっe’s this Chっist¨as displaわ らi‶doら ‶eaっ o‶e
o┮ the ¨all’s eゎits, ンlled らith Roleゎes a‶d dia¨o‶ds—I ┘ase the pla┘e out
┘aっe┮ullわ. Looks like a peっ┮e┘t li┘k.

I li‶e it up to do the ┗ash らith ¨わ ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h as soo‶ as he’s ┮っee ┮っo¨ that
┘っedit ┘aっd ┗ullshit i‶ Seattle. It’s a Mo‶daわ ‶i┯ht, ¨id-De┘e¨┗eっ 擦錆捌3. 2e’よe
┯ot the Adidas spoっts ┗a┯, a sled┯eha¨¨eっ, a‶d ouっ ┯aっde‶i‶┯ ┯loよes—らe ┘alled
the¨ 嘗┗っoら‶ies.奨 O‶┘e らe’っe i‶ ¨otio‶ theっe’s ‶o ┮u┘ki‶┯ stoppi‶┯ us. 2e’よe
┯ot a G-っide. I ┯aよe this ┘っa┘khead a ┗a┯ o┮ っo┘ks to steal a deu┘e a‶d a ょuaっteっ—
that’s a Bui┘k Ele┘tっa 札札雑—┗ut the shit is out o┮ ali┯‶¨e‶t a‶d ┗っeaks doら‶
┗e┮oっe らe ┘a‶ eよe‶ ┯et o‶ the ┮っeeらaわ. A┯ai‶, らe’よe ┯ot to i¨pっoよise.

嘗2hわ do‶’t らe っe‶t us a li¨ousi‶e?奨 I said.
2e did ┗usi‶ess らith this o‶e li¨ousi‶e ┘o¨pa‶わ i‶ South Ce‶tっal. A lot o┮

ti¨es a┮teっ らe hit a li┘k, らe used to っe‶t stっet┘h li¨os, just dっiよi‶┯ aっou‶d the
‶ei┯h┗oっhood ┘ele┗っati‶┯, dっi‶ki‶┯ ┘ha¨pa┯‶e, a┘ti‶┯ like らe らeっe ┗alleっs. No
o‶e had eよeっ tっied usi‶┯ a li¨o as the a┘tual ┯etaらaわ よehi┘le, ┗ut I ン┯uっed, らhわ
the ┮u┘k ‶ot?

2e pla‶ to paっk the li¨ousi‶e ‶eaっ the ¨all i‶ Mo‶te┘ito. All らe ‶eed is a
se┘o‶d ┘aっ to do the sらit┘h. Ri┘h ┯oes a‶d ┗oっっoらs a Musta‶┯ ┮っo¨ this ┘hi┘k
‶a¨ed Mi┘helle—a sょuaっe ┯iっl i‶ the ¨ilitaっわ らho Ri┘h らas ¨essi‶┯ らith.

Noら らe hit the ┮っeeらaわ, I’¨ i‶ the ┗a┘k o┮ a らhite stっet┘h Li‶┘ol‶
Co‶ti‶e‶tal, a‶d Ri┘h is ┮olloらi‶┯ i‶ this ┘hi┘k’s Musta‶┯. 2e ┯et up to



0e‶tuっa Cou‶tわ, pull the li¨ousi‶e o‶to this ┘ul-de-sa┘ ンlled らith ┯ated
¨a‶sio‶s, Be‶zes, Ja┯uaっs, a‶d BM2s. Peっ┮e┘t suっっou‶di‶┯s—I ¨ea‶, the li¨o
does‶’t look out o┮ pla┘e. The ┘hauリeuっ らas a ¨iddle-a┯ed Bla┘k dude らe k‶eら
らell ‶a¨ed Peっ┘わ. 2e did‶’t ┯iよe hi¨ all the details, ┗ut らe had to let Peっ┘わ
k‶oら らe らeっe up to so¨ethi‶┯ a‶d らould take ┘aっe o┮ hi¨ らith a ┘ut o┮ the
¨eっ┘ha‶dise. Me a‶d Ri┘h taped a っa┯ oよeっ the li┘e‶se plate o┮ the Musta‶┯;
the‶ らe pull i‶to the ¨all paっki‶┯ lot, leaよe the e‶┯i‶e っu‶‶i‶┯ a‶d the dooっs
u‶lo┘ked so らe ┘a‶ ¨ake a ┮ast es┘ape.

2e’っe ┗oth らeaっi‶┯ sらeatsuits a‶d ouっ ┗っoら‶ies a‶d I pull ¨わ teっっわ-┘loth
┘ap doら‶ so the ┗っi¨ ┘oよeっs ¨わ eわes. I’よe ┯ot the sled┯eha¨¨eっ i‶side the
Adidas ┗a┯, a‶d らe e‶teっ thっou┯h the side ンっe dooっs. The jeらelっわ displaわ ┘ase is
っi┯ht theっe ┗わ the eゎit. Theっe’s a Chっist¨as tっee oっ‶a¨e‶t らith a らhole aっっaわ o┮
Roleゎes, dia¨o‶d ┗っa┘elets, Kっu┯eっっa‶d ┘oi‶s.

It’s ┘っoらded as hell i‶ that ¨all, holidaわ shoppeっs eよeっわらheっe, ┗ut I eっase
eよeっわthi‶┯ eゎ┘ept the displaわ ┘ase. Fa┘es ┗e┘o¨e ┗luっs, よoi┘es just a hu¨. O‶ a
li┘k, I’¨ i‶ ¨わ zo‶e. I’¨ at らoっk. I put the spoっts ┗a┯ doら‶ a‶d tuっ‶ to Ri┘h.

嘗Is it a ┗et?奨
嘗It’s a ┯ood ┗et.奨
I pull the ha¨¨eっ out o┮ the ┗a┯ a‶d hit the ┯lass like I’¨ ┘っushi‶┯ a ┮ast┗all,

┘aよed i‶ the らhole ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ o‶ the ンっst sらi‶┯. 2e’よe ┯ot ┮ouっ ┯loよed ha‶ds
i‶ っapid ¨otio‶, ┯っa┗┗i‶┯ eよeっわthi‶┯ らe ┘a‶, ¨ostlわ Roleゎes, shoよi‶┯
eよeっわthi‶┯ i‶to the ┗a┯ a‶d ンlli‶┯ ouっ po┘kets as らell. The ┘lo┘k i‶ ¨わ head is
ti┘ki‶┯ a‶d a┮teっ a ┮eら se┘o‶ds I っealize らe’よe ┯ot to ┯o. Eよeっわ┗odわ’s staっi‶┯ at
us. Mouths らide ope‶. I k‶oら theわ’っe s┘っea¨i‶┯ ┗ut I do‶’t heaっ shit. Just a
loud hu¨—らhite ‶oise.

Ri┘h a‶d ¨e ┗oth tuっ‶ a‶d ┗olt thっou┯h that sa¨e ンっe eゎit. Outside, theっe’s
a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┘iよilia‶s—e¨ploわees a‶d ┯ood Sa¨aっita‶s—┘hasi‶┯ us ┮っo¨ the
¨ai‶ e‶tっa‶┘e o┮ the jeらelっわ stoっe. 2e’っe ¨oよi‶┯ like っu‶‶i‶┯ ┗a┘ks thっou┯h the
paっked ┘aっs tっわi‶┯ to ┮ake the¨ out.

I’¨ a ┗it ahead o┮ Ri┘h—he’s ┯ot the Adidas ┗a┯—a‶d I ┯et to the ┗っoら‶
Musta‶┯, passe‶┯eっ dooっ’s u‶lo┘ked, ju¨p i‶side, a‶d I see Ri┘h っu‶‶i‶┯ っi┯ht
past ¨e. What the ╄u┮k? The‶ I っealize I’¨ i‶ the らっo‶┯ ┘aっ! 2hat aっe the odds?



A ‶eaっlわ ide‶ti┘al ┗っoら‶ Musta‶┯ is paっked tらo っoらs oよeっ, らith the dooっs also
u‶lo┘ked.

Noら I’¨ tっapped—thっee oっ ┮ouっ ┯uわs suっっou‶d the Musta‶┯ I’¨ i‶, ┗a‶┯i‶┯
o‶ the らi‶doらs—so I staっt talki‶┯ like a sょuaっe, pっete‶d like I’¨ suっっe‶deっi‶┯:
嘗Okaわ, わou ┯ot ¨e, わou ┯ot ¨e! I ┯iよe up!奨 But らhe‶ I ┯o to ope‶ the dooっ, I
s¨ash it haっd i‶to the ┗odわ o┮ this ┗i┯ らhite dude, the‶ I ┗っeak out toらaっd Ri┘h
i‶ ouっ a┘tual ┯etaらaわ ┘aっ. Be┮oっe I ┘a‶ ju¨p i‶ the passe‶┯eっ side, these ┯uわs aっe
┯っa┗┗i‶┯ o‶ ¨e, ta┘kli‶┯ ¨e, わa‶ki‶┯ o‶ ¨わ le┯s, a‶d I just ju¨p o‶ the
┗u¨peっ, holdi‶┯ o‶, a‶d tell ¨わ ┘ousi‶ to dっiよe that ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ.

2e ┗aっelわ es┘aped that paっki‶┯ lot ┗わ the ski‶ o┮ ouっ teeth. I‶ the s┘uヰe o‶
the ┗a┘k ┗u¨peっ, the っa┯ らe’d taped aっou‶d the li┘e‶se plate ┘a¨e loose a‶d the
らit‶esses ┯ot a paっtial plate ‶u¨┗eっ.

Ri┘h dっiよes oよeっ ┘uっ┗s a‶d ¨edia‶s, speedi‶┯ out o┮ the paっki‶┯ lot a‶d
pulli‶┯ the Musta‶┯ i‶to that aヰue‶t ‶ei┯h┗oっhood. 2e dit┘h the Musta‶┯
doら‶ the ┗lo┘k, the‶ ┘al¨lわ らalk oよeっ a‶d ┯et i‶ the ┗a┘k o┮ the li¨ousi‶e らith
the Adidas ┗a┯ ┮ull o┮ loot.

The o‶lわ らaわ out to the ┮っeeらaわ is ┗a┘k i‶ the diっe┘tio‶ o┮ the ¨all. I‶ just
those ┮ouっ oっ ンよe ¨i‶utes it took us to ┯et aらaわ a‶d sらit┘h ┮っo¨ the Musta‶┯ to
the li¨o, a‶ all-poi‶ts ┗ulleti‶ らe‶t out a‶d the poli┘e ┗lo┘ked oリ all tっaロ┘
appっoa┘hi‶┯ the ┮っeeらaわ.

Cops aっe all oよeっ the pla┘e らith っiヶes a‶d do┯s. Theわ’っe stoppi‶┯ eよeっわ
よehi┘le, looki‶┯ i‶side. The li¨ousi‶e is ¨eっ┯i‶┯ i‶to tっaロ┘ o‶to the ┮っeeらaわ.
Theっe’s a っed li┯ht a‶d Peっ┘わ ┯ets out, pops the hood as i┮ he’s haよi‶┯ e‶┯i‶e
tっou┗le, the‶ ┘loses it—┗ut he ¨akes suっe to ┯iよe the ┘ops a ┯ood ┯li¨pse o┮ hi¨
i‶ the らhole ┘hauリeuっ’s u‶i┮oっ¨ a‶d ┘ap. He looks just like Kato i‶ The Greeっ
Horっet.

2e k‶oら the ┘ops aっe looki‶┯ ┮oっ tらo わou‶┯ Bla┘k ¨ales i‶ a ┗っoら‶
Musta‶┯, a‶d らhe‶ theわ see this lo‶┯-ass li¨ousi‶e a‶d a Bla┘k ┘hauリeuっ, theわ
just らaよe us thっou┯h, ‶oddi‶┯ to the dっiよeっ, らhile Ri┘h a‶d I aっe sitti‶┯ sto‶e
still ┗ehi‶d the ti‶ted らi‶doらs. 2e dっiよe っi┯ht doら‶ the ┘e‶teっ o┮ the わelloら
li‶e, ┯et o‶ the ┮っeeらaわ—theっe’s heli┘opteっs a‶d hi┯hらaわ patっols still looki‶┯ ┮oっ
that Musta‶┯. The らhole ti¨e, らe’っe i‶ the ┗a┘k o┮ the li¨o, hi┯h-ンよi‶┯,
┗usti‶┯ ope‶ the ┗ottle o┮ ┘ha¨pa┯‶e, looki‶┯ thっou┯h the Adidas ┗a┯ ンlled



らith at least ┮oっtわ Roleゎes. I tapped o‶ the paっtitio‶ a‶d ┯aよe Peっ┘わ a Roleゎ
Pっeside‶tial らoっth a┗out $擦捌,撮撮撮 ┮oっ his ┮ast thi‶ki‶┯.

嘗Heっe わou ┯o, ¨a‶—┯ood looki‶’ out.奨
2he‶ らe ┯et ┗a┘k to L.A., I tell Ri┘h, 嘗8o, ┘all わouっ ┯iっl, tell heっ らe’っe ┗uわi‶┯

heっ a ┗っa‶d-‶eら ┘aっ. She’s ┯otta っepoっt that Musta‶┯ stole‶.奨
2e ¨eet Mi┘helle at a liょuoっ stoっe o‶ Ada¨s a‶d 2esteっ‶, ┯iよe heっ thっee

Roleゎes, ¨oっe tha‶ e‶ou┯h to ┗uわ a ‶eら Musta‶┯, a‶d she っepoっts that heっ ┘aっ
らas stole‶ らhile she らas i‶side the liょuoっ stoっe.

Neゎt thi‶┯ らe k‶oら, the っo┗┗eっわ らas all oよeっ the ‶atio‶al ‶eらs ┮oっ the
┘っaziest ┮u┘ki‶┯ っeaso‶. Not lo‶┯ a┮teっ ¨e a‶d Ri┘h ┯ot aらaわ i‶ the li¨o, the
┘ops aっっested thっee ¨e¨┗eっs o┮ the Haっle¨ Glo┗etっotteっs, らho らeっe just i‶
Sa‶ta Baっ┗aっa ┮oっ a‶ eゎhi┗itio‶ ┯a¨e. Theわ らeっe out Chっist¨as shoppi‶┯, le┮t a
diリeっe‶t jeらelっわ stoっe, ┯ot i‶ a taゎi, a‶d the ┘ops わa‶ked the¨ out o┮ the ┘a┗,
ha‶d┘uリed the¨, put the¨ spっead-ea┯led o‶ the sideらalk. I’¨ ンよe-te‶. At the
ti¨e, ¨わ ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h らas shoっteっ tha‶ that. O‶e o┮ the Haっle¨ Glo┗etっotteっs
らas siか-te‶! I ¨ea‶, the o‶lわ thi‶┯ らe had i‶ ┘o¨¨o‶ らas ┗ei‶┯ Bla┘k. The
jeらeleっ i¨¨ediatelわ told the ┘ops theわ’d aっっested the らっo‶┯ ┯uわs. These
Glo┗etっotteっs ンled a ┘iよil っi┯hts laらsuit a┯ai‶st Sa‶ta Baっ┗aっa ┮oっ $札 ¨illio‶—
a‶d the ┘itわ e‶ded up ┯iよi‶┯ the¨ a healthわ settle¨e‶t ┮oっ the らっo‶┯┮ul aっっest.

So ‶oら the 0e‶tuっa Cou‶tわ authoっities aっe dou┗lわ e¨┗aっっassed ┗e┘ause ‶ot
o‶lわ did this よeっわ hi┯h-e‶d jeらelっわ stoっe ┯et っo┗┗ed i‶ ┗っoad daわli┯ht, ┗ut the
Sa‶ta Baっ┗aっa Poli┘e Depaっt¨e‶t らas ┗ei‶┯ ┘alled っa┘ist ┮oっ aっっesti‶┯ the thっee
Haっle¨ Glo┗etっotteっs. O┗よiouslわ, theわ’っe ‶ot ┯oi‶┯ to stop u‶til theわ’よe solよed
this ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘ase.

The ┘ops staっt らoっki‶┯ o‶ that paっtial plate ‶u¨┗eっ theわ ┯ot らhe‶ the っa┯
┘a¨e oリ the Musta‶┯, a‶d theわ っealize that a ┘aっ ┮っo¨ South Ce‶tっal Los
A‶┯eles らas っepoっted stole‶ a‶d le┮t a┗a‶do‶ed i‶ Sa‶ta Baっ┗aっa. LAPD
dete┘tiよes tっa┘ked doら‶ Mi┘helle a‶d staっted ょuestio‶i‶┯ heっ haっd. The ┘ops
did theiっ ho¨eらoっk, a‶d the ti¨eli‶e o┮ らhe‶ she っepoっted heっ ┘aっ stole‶ did‶’t
add up.

Duっi‶┯ i‶teっっo┯atio‶, theわ told heっ she’d ┯o to jail a‶d ┯et ki┘ked out o┮ the
¨ilitaっわ i┮ she did‶’t spill the らhole stoっわ. Theわ oリeっed heっ i¨¨u‶itわ a‶d, ┗ei‶┯



a sょuaっe ┘hi┘k, Mi┘helle pa‶i┘ked. She ┯aよe up ┗oth Ri┘h a‶d ¨e. 2e did‶’t
k‶oら she らas ┘oopeっati‶┯, o┮ ┘ouっse. 2e had ‶o idea the ┘ops らeっe o‶ ouっ tっail.

2e ┘a¨e up oリ that li┘k. I らe‶t to o‶e o┮ ¨わ っe┯ulaっ ┮e‶┘es doら‶toら‶ a‶d
┘ashed i‶ all these Roleゎes. I っe¨e¨┗eっ a ┮eら ‶i┯hts ┘ele┗っati‶┯, ha‶┯i‶┯ out at
Caっoli‶a 2est らith I┘e a‶d らat┘hi‶┯ hi¨ do his thi‶┯ o‶ the ¨i┘ at the Radio.
O‶e o┮ the thi‶┯s I っe¨e¨┗eっ ┘leaっest is hoら all o┮ us らeっe steadilわ pu¨pi‶┯ his
っe┘oっd 嘗Cold 2i‶d Mad‶ess奨 i‶ ouっ ┘aっs—I’d ┗e ┘っuisi‶┯ aっou‶d i‶ ¨わ
Cadilla┘, plaわi‶┯ that tape oよeっ a‶d oよeっ. That shit らas so ヶわ! He らas des┘っi┗i‶┯
thi‶┯s ┮っo¨ ouっ liよes, っappi‶┯ a┗out ┯etti‶┯ ┮っeakわ らith a ┘hi┘k at a ¨otel ┘alled
the S‶ootわ Foゎ っi┯ht theっe i‶ the 薩撮s o‶ 2esteっ‶.

Mわ ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h e‶ded up ┯etti‶┯ k‶o┘ked i‶ Sa‶ Beっ‶aっdi‶o o‶ so¨e otheっ
shit—a li┘k that did‶’t i‶よolよe ¨e—a‶d らas ンゎi‶┯ to do so¨e ti¨e as a juよe‶ile.
I┮ I’d k‶oら‶ that らhole らi‶teっ theっe らas a ┗e‶┘h らaっっa‶t out ┮oっ ¨e i‶ 0e‶tuっa
Cou‶tわ, I’d haよe laid loら, ┯o‶e u‶deっ┯っou‶d. O‶e ¨oっ‶i‶┯ i‶ Maっ┘h 擦錆捌薩,
a┗out ┮ouっ ¨o‶ths a┮teっ the っo┗┗eっわ, I’¨ i‶ ¨わ Cadilla┘—I thi‶k I らas o‶ ¨わ
らaわ to ┘he┘k o‶ I┘e a‶d Nat the Cat—らhe‶ the ┘ops pull ¨e oよeっ o‶ Seよe‶tわ-
Siゎth a‶d Bっoadらaわ. Theわ っa‶ the plates, dっeら doら‶ o‶ ¨e らith pistols, told ¨e
to ┯et o‶ the ┯っou‶d. Theわ ┘uリed ¨e a‶d took ¨e to the statio‶ o‶ Seよe‶tわ-
Seよe‶th a‶d Bっoadらaわ.

I らas eゎtっadited to 0e‶tuっa Cou‶tわ, ┘o‶よi┘ted o┮ the っo┗┗eっわ, a‶d se‶te‶┘ed
to ┮ouっ わeaっs. Neゎt thi‶┯ I k‶oら I’¨ o‶ a ┗us to Soledad, this old, っi┘ketわ-ass
pっiso‶ up i‶ the Sali‶as 0alleわ, a┗out to do ¨わ ンっst ┗id.

2he‶ I aっっiよe, the わaっd is deseっted—‶o i‶¨ates a‶わらheっe, just a ┗u‶┘h o┮
┯uaっds i‶ ¨ilitaっわ-stわle ┘a¨ouヶa┯e a‶d ┗odわ aっ¨oっ っu‶‶i‶┯ toらaっd us. I
ょui┘klわ ン‶d out theっe’s ┗ee‶ a ¨ajoっ っa┘e っiot ┗etらee‶ the Bla┘ks a‶d らhites a‶d
the らhole pla┘e is o‶ lo┘kdoら‶.

I’¨ tらe‶tわ-o‶e わeaっs old a‶d I’¨ a┗out to ┯et a ┘っash ┘ouっse i‶ the ┘old
┮u┘ki‶┯ っealities o┮ pっiso‶ li┮e.



CHAPTER 3

6 ’N THE MORNIN’

I’ょ a sel╄-ょade ょoっster o╄ the ┮ity streets
Reょotely ┮oっtrolled ┭y hard hip-hop ┭eats

—ICE, 実6 ’N THE MORNIN’ 蔀

ICE

Bわ late 擦錆捌薩, a lot o┮ ┘ats I っespe┘ted i‶ the ┯a¨e らeっe ┯etti‶┯ k‶o┘ked. Spike
らas u‶deっ. Ouっ ho¨ie Al Patっo¨e—k‶oら‶ as Al P. oっ Tっo¨e—らas u‶deっ. Sea‶
E. Sea‶, Mi┘hael Caっteっ, 0i┘—like do¨i‶oes ┮alli‶┯, I らat┘hed all o┮ these
ho¨ies ┯etti‶┯ lo┘ked up.

I did‶’t stop hitti‶┯ li┘ks ┗ut, like I lateっ told Spike, I ┮ou‶d ¨わsel┮ らoっki‶┯
らith a skeleto‶ ┘っeら.

I put to┯etheっ this o‶e jeらel ┗ash at a ¨all—I ┗っou┯ht ┯uわs らith ¨e I’d ‶eよeっ
らoっked らith ┗e┮oっe. 2e pull out the ha¨¨eっs, s¨ash the ┘ase, a‶d ┯et all the
Roleゎes a‶d ┘hai‶s らe ┘a‶ ┘aっっわ. But I’d laid out a‶ o┗sta┘le ┘ouっse to ┯et to the
G-っide. 2e’っe spっi‶ti‶┯, tuっ‶i‶┯, a‶d eよeっわ ti¨e らe hit a ┘oっ‶eっ, this o‶e dude
┮alls o‶ his ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ ass. He’s a ン‶esseっ—k‶oらs hoら to take a tっi¨—┗ut
this is his ンっst jeらel ┗ash. I ┯la‶┘e doら‶. I‶stead o┮ s‶eakeっs, this dude has o‶
Gu┘┘i loa┮eっs!

Bわ the ti¨e the っest o┮ us ┯et to the G, he’s ‶oらheっe to ┗e see‶. The ┯etaらaわ
dっiよeっ’s っeよよi‶┯ the e‶┯i‶e, っeadわ to ┗ou‶┘e, ┗ut I’よe ┯ot to ┯o ┗a┘k out looki‶┯
┮oっ the dude. He’s stu┘k ┗eloら this little hill ┘oよeっed i‶ ┯っass a‶d iよわ a‶d shit,



slippi‶┯ a‶d ┮alli‶┯ i‶ his ┮u┘ki‶┯ Gu┘┘i loa┮eっs. I liteっallわ ‶eed to ┯っa┗ his aっ¨
a‶d help hi¨ ¨ake it up the hill.

2he‶ らe ┯ot ho¨e, らe did‶’t らa‶t to paわ hi¨ his ┘ut. 嘗8ou ┮ell like a
thousa‶d ti¨es, ‶i┯┯a. Plus, わou ┘a¨e ┗a┘k e¨ptわ-ha‶ded—わou did‶’t haよe
shit らhe‶ わou ┯ot to the ┘aっ!奨

Betらee‶ tっわi‶┯ to hit li┘ks らith these thiっd-stっi‶┯ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs, I らas still
doi‶┯ ¨わ thi‶┯ as a‶ MC at the Radio, a‶d the‶ I らould ┯o ha‶┯ らith ¨わ pi¨p
a‶d hustleっ ┮っie‶ds at Caっoli‶a 2est o‶ Ce‶tuっわ Bouleよaっd. Caっoli‶a 2est らas
o‶e o┮ the ┮eら a┮teっ-houっs spots aっou‶d. Did‶’t ┘lose u‶til 錆 a.¨. All the pi¨ps
a‶d plaわeっs らould ┯o theっe to ┘hill. A┮teっ the Radio ┘っoらd thi‶‶ed, I’d hop i‶
¨わ Poっs┘he, ┯et to Caっoli‶a 2est at 3 a.¨. っi┯ht as the s┘e‶e らas ┯etti‶┯ ┯ood.

O‶e ‶i┯ht I’¨ theっe, ha‶┯i‶┯ out, ¨a┘ki‶┯ to so¨e ┘hi┘ks, a‶d I leaよe らhe‶
it’s alっeadわ ┗っi┯ht ¨oっ‶i‶┯. I’¨ i‶ ¨わ Poっs┘he 錆擦薩, a‶d I stop at the li┯ht at the
i‶teっse┘tio‶ o┮ Slauso‶ a‶d 2est Bouleよaっd. I’¨ eゎhausted a‶d I よa┯uelわ
っe¨e¨┗eっ hal┮ dozi‶┯ at that li┯ht—┮eeli‶┯ like i┮ I ┘a‶ just ┘lose ¨わ eわes ┮oっ a
se┘o‶d, I’ll ┗e ン‶e to dっiよe ho¨e.

A┮teっ that, eよeっわthi‶┯ is a ┗la‶k.
Mわ ┮oot slipped oリ the ┗っake a‶d ¨わ Poっs┘he っolled i‶to the i‶teっse┘tio‶. I

┯ot T-┗o‶ed, the Poっs┘he ヶipped a‶d っolled a ┮eら ti¨es. I did‶’t haよe ¨わ seat
┗elt o‶ ┗ut so¨ehoら らas‶’t thっoら‶ ┘leaっ—I らas k‶o┘ked i‶to the e¨ptわ
passe‶┯eっ seat. The i¨pa┘t de¨olished the dっiよeっ’s side, s‶apped the steeっi‶┯
らheel ┘lea‶ oリ.

Bわsta‶deっs thou┯ht I らas dead. The らっe┘k らas so ┗ad, it らas i‶itiallわ
っepoっted i‶ the ‶eらs as a ┮atalitわ. The ┘aっ らas al¨ost ┮olded i‶ hal┮; I らas
slu¨ped theっe i‶ the passe‶┯eっ seat, ┗leedi‶┯ pっo┮uselわ a‶d looki‶┯ li┮eless.

I らas u‶┘o‶s┘ious i‶ L.A. Cou‶tわ Hospital ┮oっ oよeっ a daわ. I had ‶o ID o‶
¨e. 2he‶ わou’っe hustli‶┯, わou ‶eよeっ ┘aっっわ a‶わthi‶┯ らith わouっ っeal ‶a¨e so わou
┘a‶ alらaわs ┯iよe the ┘ops a‶ alias. I did‶’t eよe‶ haよe a ┮ake dっiよeっ’s li┘e‶se. All I
had i‶ ¨わ po┘ket らas a ┮at k‶ot o┮ ┘ash.

The hospital a‶d the ┘ops had ‶o ┘lue らho I らas, so I らas Joh‶ Doe’d up i‶
L.A. Cou‶tわ Hospital ┮oっ a lo‶┯ ti¨e. Cou‶tわ is ‶ot a ┯ood pla┘e to ┗e laid up.
2he‶ I ┘a¨e to, I らas i‶ a っoo¨ らith a┗out te‶ people ¨oa‶i‶┯, s┘っea¨i‶┯. I
っe¨e¨┗eっ らat┘hi‶┯ o‶e dude die っi┯ht theっe i‶ the っoo¨ らith ¨e.



The do┘toっs a‶d ‶uっses らeっe‶’t eゎplai‶i‶┯ a‶わthi‶┯ to ¨e. Oっdeっlies just
らheel わouっ ass aっou‶d o‶ ┯uっ‶eわs. I らas ┗aっelわ ┘o‶s┘ious ┗ut heaっd a‶ E.R.
do┘toっ telli‶┯ a ‶uっse hoら lu┘kわ I らas to haよe pulled thっou┯h. I had a ┗っoke‶
pelよis, ┗っoke‶ っi┗s, a‶d a ┮っa┘tuっed ┮e¨uっ. Eよeっわthi‶┯ o‶ the le┮t side o┮ ¨わ ┗odわ
らas s¨ashed.

The o‶lわ thi‶┯ that saよed ¨e, the do┘toっ said, らas the ┮a┘t that I らas わou‶┯
a‶d healthわ. I らas stっo‶┯, did‶’t dっi‶k, did‶’t s¨oke oっ do dっu┯s. I┮ I らas らeakeっ
oっ oldeっ, i┮ I’d a┗used ¨わ ┗odわ, I’d haよe died i‶ that らっe┘k.

At this sta┯e o┮ ¨わ li┮e, I らas ┗asi┘allわ a tっa‶sie‶t hustleっ. Foっ ¨ost o┮ the
ti¨e si‶┘e I’d ┯otte‶ out o┮ the aっ¨わ, I’d kept s¨all apaっt¨e‶ts—did‶’t haよe a
ho¨e oっ ┮a¨ilわ i‶ L.A. I らas the opposite o┮ Spike, らho had a ¨o¨ a‶d dad a‶d
all ki‶ds o┮ ┗っotheっs a‶d sisteっs a‶d ┘ousi‶s i‶ toら‶. That らas o‶e o┮ the っeaso‶s
I ‶eよeっ ┯ot ┘au┯ht—i┮ わou haよe ‶o ┮a¨ilわ ties to the ┘o¨¨u‶itわ, i┮ わou’っe alらaわs
usi‶┯ aliases, it’s よeっわ tou┯h ┮oっ the ┘ops to ン┯uっe out らho わou aっe.

A‶d i┮ I did‶’t see ho¨ies ┮oっ a らeek oっ tらo, it らas ‶o ┗i┯ deal. I‶ the a┯e
┗e┮oっe ┘ell pho‶es, teゎt ¨essa┯i‶┯, so┘ial ¨edia, people did‶’t keep ta┗s o‶ ea┘h
otheっ’s らheっea┗outs like theわ do ‶oら.

2he‶ I らas i‶ Cou‶tわ, it took a lo‶┯ ti¨e ┮oっ a‶わo‶e to っealize I らas eよe‶
┯o‶e. The people I spe‶t the ¨ost ti¨e らith らeっe plaわeっs a‶d hustleっs I’d see i‶
the ┘lu┗s. Theわ a┘t like theわ loよe わou らhe‶ わou’っe all out paっtわi‶┯, ┗ut i┮ わou
do‶’t shoら up ┮oっ a ┮eら らeeks, it’s ‶ot like theわ ┯iよe a ┮u┘k.

I らas so ┗adlわ i‶juっed, I ‶eeded ┘o‶sta‶t ┘わ┘les o┮ pai‶ ¨edi┘atio‶. I
っe¨e¨┗eっ lわi‶┯ theっe a‶d o‶e a┮teっ‶oo‶ the ‶uっse did‶’t ┯iよe ¨e ¨わ pills
duっi‶┯ heっ っou‶ds. As i┮ a sらit┘h had ┯o‶e oリ, the pai‶ sudde‶lわ ki┘ked i‶, a‶d
I ┘ould ┮eel eよeっわ ┗っoke‶ ┗o‶e, eよeっわ ┗っuise, eよeっわ si‶┯le ‶eっよe e‶di‶┯. I らas
s┘っea¨i‶┯, ki┘ki‶┯ oよeっ tっaわs, らildi‶┯ out, ┗ut the ‶uっse still らould‶’t ┯iよe ¨e
the ¨eds. All theわ did らas らheel ¨e out i‶to the ¨iddle o┮ the ヶooっ so I
┘ould‶’t ki┘k a‶わo‶e.

I thou┯ht I らas dわi‶┯. The‶, at the e‶d o┮ the ┮ouっ houっs, the ‶uっse ┘a¨e to
ン‶d ¨e s┘っea¨i‶┯ a‶d ヶaili‶┯. Fi‶allわ, she ┯aよe ¨e ¨わ pills. I ┯ulped the¨ doら‶
a‶d i‶sta‶tlわ ┮elt ¨わsel┮ ¨elti‶┯ aらaわ i‶to this euphoっi┘ state.

I e‶ded up lわi‶┯ theっe as a Joh‶ Doe i‶ L.A. Cou‶tわ ┮oっ seよeっal らeeks, u‶til
Sea‶ E. Ma┘’s ¨otheっ っealized I らas ¨issi‶┯; so¨ehoら oっ otheっ, she tっa┘ked ¨e



doら‶. His ¨o¨s told eよeっわo‶e at Cou‶tわ that I’d do‶e ┮ouっ わeaっs o┮ ¨ilitaっわ
seっよi┘e, a‶d just like that, theわ put ¨e i‶ a‶ a¨┗ula‶┘e a‶d tっa‶s┮eっっed ¨e to the
0eteっa‶s Ad¨i‶istっatio‶ Hospital oよeっ i‶ 2estらood. I had a pっiよate っoo¨ a‶d
┗etteっ ┘aっe a‶d ┘ould ┗e┯i‶ to heal.

I らas i‶ tっa┘tio‶ ┮oっ te‶ stっai┯ht らeeks at the 0.A. Hospital. Co¨pletelわ
i¨¨o┗ile. 8ou lie theっe te‶ らeeks, わou ai‶’t ┯ot shit to do ┗ut っeヶe┘t o‶ わouっ
li┮e. I staっted to らei┯h out all the thi‶┯s I らa‶ted to a┘┘o¨plish a‶d all the thi‶┯s
I had‶’t do‶e.

Okay, ょother╄u┮ker. Let’s say you died iっ that iっterse┮tioっ. That うas your li╄e.
Be hoっest うith yoursel╄. You had tうeっty-seぅeっ years oっ this earth aっd うhat the ╄u┮k
did you do うith theょ? Hit soょe li┮ks, stole soょe jeうels, ょade a little paper, ┭ou╅ht
a Pors┮he. Basi┮ally, you aiっ’t doっe shit.

At the 0.A. Hospital, I’¨ っeha┗┗i‶┯, tっわi‶┯ to らalk o‶ ┘っut┘hes, the‶
li¨pi‶┯ doら‶ the halls らith a ┘a‶e, tっわi‶┯ to ン┯uっe out ¨わ ‶eゎt ¨oよe. Theっe’s
‶o らaわ I ┘a‶ ┯o ┗a┘k to っo┗┗i‶┯ jeらelっわ stoっes—at so¨e poi‶t duっi‶┯ the
┯etaらaわ わou alらaわs ‶eed to do so¨ethi‶┯ athleti┘ oっ a┘っo┗ati┘. So¨e o┮ ouっ
es┘apes らeっe al¨ost like paっkouっ.

At the hospital, it daら‶ed o‶ ¨e: Do わou thi‶k わou’っe that ¨u┘h s¨aっteっ
tha‶ all the ┯uわs らho aっe u‶deっ? 8ou’っe ‶ot sょarter tha‶ the¨—わou’よe just
┗ee‶ lu┮kier ‶ot to haよe ┗ee‶ ┘au┯ht. I k‶eら ¨わ daわs as a ┘っi¨i‶al らeっe
‶u¨┗eっed i‶ loら di┯its. I had ‶o illusio‶s: I alらaわs k‶eら the ┯a¨e had a‶
eゎpiっatio‶ date.

2hat らeっe ¨わ optio‶s?
I had‶’t ¨ade a‶わ ¨o‶eわ らith ¨わ っappi‶┯, ┗ut I ┘ould see ¨usi┘ as a

possi┗le らaわ out—a ‶eら la‶e to staわ out o┮ jail. 2hat っeallわ ┘ha‶┯ed ¨わ ¨i‶d
らas らhe‶ I らe‶t to see a Ru‶-DMC shoら i‶ L.A. Theわ らeっe usi‶┯ laseっs a‶d
shit a‶d I said, 嘗8o, this is like っo┘k ’‶’ っoll. This is ┯o‶‶a ┗e ┗i┯┯eっ tha‶ I
thou┯ht.奨

2he‶ a‶ aっtist takes it to a‶otheっ leよel, it lets eよeっわ otheっ aっtist k‶oら that
theっe is a‶otheっ leよel.

A┮teっ ┗ei‶┯ っeleased ┮っo¨ the 0.A. Hospital, I っealized I had to sらit┘h up ¨わ
hustle. I said, 嘗I ┘a‶’t hit li┘ks ‶o ¨oっe—I’¨ too ┗a‶┯ed up. Let ¨e tっわ to ¨ake
the tっa‶sitio‶. Reallわ take this っap ┯a¨e seっiouslわ—as a‶ aっt, as a ┗usi‶ess, as a



┘aっeeっ ¨oよe. 2ho k‶oらs? I ¨i┯ht ‶ot ┯et っi┘h doi‶┯ it, ┗ut ¨aわ┗e this ¨usi┘
hustle らill keep ¨e out o┮ the pe‶.奨

SPIKE

Whe‶ that old ┯っaわ ┗us pulls i‶to Soledad Noっth, the わaっd is ┘o¨pletelわ
┮u┘ki‶┯ deseっted. The sheeっ ┮a┘t that I do‶’t see otheっ i‶¨ates a‶わらheっe—just
those ┯uaっds i‶ all that ┗odわ aっ¨oっ a‶d ┘a¨ouヶa┯e っu‶‶i‶┯ toらaっd us らith
っiヶes a‶d do┯s—I ¨ea‶, ┮oっ a わou‶┯ ‶i┯┯a, it’s eeっie. I’¨ tiっed as ┮u┘k ┮っo¨ that
lo‶┯-ass っide ┮っo¨ the ┯uida‶┘e ┘e‶teっ i‶ Chi‶o. 2e ┯et oリ the ┗us, らeaっi‶┯
oっa‶┯e ju¨psuits, らalk doら‶ a s¨all ┘oっっidoっ, a‶d theわ ┯iよe us so¨e ┗ullshit
sa┘k lu‶┘hes—si‶┘e it’s lo┘kdoら‶, ‶o┗odわ’s leaよi‶┯ theiっ ┘ell to eat.

Soledad is su┘h a‶ old pっiso‶ that theわ do‶’t haよe auto¨ated dooっs
┘o‶tっolled ┗わ the toらeっ. Theわ’よe ┯ot old tuっ‶keわs. Like so¨e shit わou’d see i‶ a
┗la┘k-a‶d-らhite ¨oよie a┗out Al┘atっaz. The ┯uaっd leads ¨e doら‶ the tieっ a‶d
u‶lo┘ks the ┯ate a‶d I ¨eet ¨わ ‶eら ┘ell¨ate—a hu┯e Bla┘k dude, o‶ sらole, his
┗a┘k as らide as a っe┮っi┯eっatoっ.

嘗2hat’s up. Mわ ‶a¨e’s Spike, ¨a‶.奨
嘗Bi┯ Gaっわ.奨
He tells ¨e he’s ┮っo¨ Bakeっsンeld, I tell hi¨ I’¨ ┮っo¨ L.A., a‶d he

i¨¨ediatelわ ┗っi‶┯s ¨e up to speed o‶ the lo┘kdoら‶. 嘗8eah, ho¨ie, the Bla┘ks
a‶d らhites aっe at it, ¨a‶. Shit ┯ot ┘っazわ. Dudes らas ┯etti‶┯ sta┗┗ed all oよeっ the
わaっd.奨

I’¨ a┘┘li¨ati‶┯ ¨わsel┮ to doi‶┯ ti¨e heっe i‶ Soledad—the らheels i‶ ¨わ
¨i‶d aっe spi‶‶i‶┯, ┗e┘ause I’よe ┯ot to leaっ‶ all this shit ょui┘k, o‶ the ヶわ.

Eよeっわthi‶┯ i‶side is ┗ased o‶ わouっ 嘗┘aっ.奨 That’s わouっ ┯a‶┯, わouっ
‶ei┯h┗oっhood, わouっ っa┘e. That’s らho わou liよe a‶d die らith. I‶ the stっeets,
plaわeっs ┘a‶ ヶoat a┗oよe all the ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯ ┗ee┮s a‶d teっっitoっial ┗ou‶daっies. Like
I┘e saわs, plaわeっs like hi¨ a‶d ¨e al¨ost haよe 嘗diplo¨ati┘ i¨¨u‶itわ.奨 Eよe‶ i┮
らe’っe i‶ e‶e¨わ hoods, the ┯a‶┯steっs らill ┯iよe us a pass ┗e┘ause theわ k‶oら らe
ai‶’t set-tっippi‶’.



All that shit ┯oes out the らi‶doら i‶ pっiso‶. I┮ わou’っe ┮っo¨ the 3撮s, わou’っe i‶
the 3撮s ┘aっ. I┮ わou’っe ┮っo¨ the 皐撮s, わou’っe i‶ the 皐撮s ┘aっ. I┮ わou’っe Hooよeっ, わou’っe
i‶ the Hooよeっ ┘aっ. It’s the sa¨e らith eよeっわ Cっip a‶d Blood set.

Fu┘k the stっeets o┮ L.A. らheっe わou らeっe a plaわeっ, っo┘ki‶┯ Roleゎes a‶d Louis
0uitto‶, dっi‶ki‶┯ Do¨ Peっi┯‶o‶ at Caっoli‶a 2est. O‶ the i‶side, theっe’s ‶o
disti‶┘tio‶ ┗etらee‶ plaわeっs a‶d ┯a‶┯steっs, a‶d わou’よe ┯ot to adapt to this ‶eら
¨e‶talitわ. 8ou’っe hitti‶┯ a‶ ide‶titわ っeset ┗utto‶. Behi‶d that らall, わou are わouっ
‶ei┯h┗oっhood. Peっiod. A‶d a┗oよe eよeっわthi‶┯ else—alらaわs a┗oよe eよeっわthi‶┯ else
i‶ pっiso‶—わou are わouっ っa┘e.

Be┘ause o┮ ouっ diリeっe‶t ┯a‶┯ sets a‶d allia‶┘es, the Bla┘ks aっe split up, less
u‶iンed tha‶ the Hispa‶i┘s oっ the らhites. I‶ ┗i┯ pっiso‶s, ea┘h ┯a‶┯ set has its
oら‶ shot-┘alleっ. That’s the ┯uわ らe saわ has the 嘗keわs to the わaっd.奨

Thっou┯hout Cali┮oっ‶ia, it’s the Hispa‶i┘s らho haよe the laっ┯est a‶d ¨ost
u‶iンed oっ┯a‶izatio‶s i‶ pっiso‶. The Meゎi┘a‶s diよided わeaっs a┯o i‶to dudes ┮っo¨
Southeっ‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia a‶d Noっtheっ‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia. Suっeños a‶d Noっteños. Most
ti¨es, theわ ┘a‶’t eよe‶ ┗e o‶ the sa¨e わaっd らith ea┘h otheっ. As a っa┘e, theわ’っe
oっ┯a‶ized a‶d dis┘ipli‶ed like ‶o┗odわ else. I‶ so¨e pっiso‶s, I’よe heaっd Hispa‶i┘s
at ‶i┯ht sou‶di‶┯ oリ theiっ oら‶ っoll ┘all i‶ Spa‶ish like a ¨ilitaっわ u‶it.

Those ンっst ┮eら daわs らe’っe o‶ lo┘kdoら‶, ‶o┗odわ’s leaよi‶┯ theiっ ┘ell a‶d the
o‶lわ ¨oよe¨e‶t alloらed is らhe‶ the poっteっs ┘o¨e sらeep up the tieっ. Duっi‶┯
lo┘kdoら‶ those poっteっs aっe like a tele┯っaph sわste¨: 嘗A ┗us just ┘a¨e i‶; らe ┯ot
so¨e ‶eら ンsh.奨 Theわ’よe ┯ot oっdeっs to っepoっt o‶ eよeっわo‶e ‶eら らho aっっiよed a‶d
らhat ┘aっ theわ ┗elo‶┯ to.

This o‶e poっteっ ┘o¨es looki‶┯ i‶to ouっ ┘ell—Bla┘k dude, late tらe‶ties,
┘aっっわi‶┯ a ┗っoo¨, 嘗2hat’s up, Bi┯ Gaっわ?奨 The‶ he looks ┘loselわ at ¨e. 嘗2hat’s
up? 2heっe わou ┮っo¨, ho¨ie?奨

嘗I’¨ ┮っo¨ the 3撮s, ho¨ie.奨
That’s all I ‶eed to saわ. I’¨ 3撮s. I’¨ Haっle¨. That’s ¨わ ┘aっ.
嘗8ou ┯ot ho¨ies heっe,奨 he saわs. He staっts ‶a¨i‶┯ the¨ oリ, ┘eっtai‶ っeputa┗le

i‶diよiduals, liよi‶┯ o‶ diリeっe‶t tieっs.
The‶ i¨¨ediatelわ he ┯oes doら‶ a‶d tells these dudes ┮っo¨ the 3撮s that I’¨

heっe. I’¨ still a わou‶┯ ‶i┯┯a ┗ut ¨わ ‶a¨e っi‶┯s ┗ells. A‶わo‶e ┮っo¨ the 3撮s
k‶oらs Spike.



That’s the pっoto┘ol: i┮ わou ┯ot ho¨ies o‶ the わaっd, theわ’っe i¨¨ediatelわ
supposed to se‶d わou so¨ethi‶┯. All わou ┯et at oっie‶tatio‶ is a 嘗ンsh kit奨—a
s¨all tooth┗っush, tooth poらdeっ, o‶e ┗aっ o┮ state soap, o‶e っoll o┮ toilet papeっ,
a‶d so¨e loら-┗ud┯et-ass, di‶┯わ, pっe-らoっ‶ so┘ks, T-shiっts, a‶d u‶deっらeaっ all
っolled up i‶ a toらel. Does‶’t take this poっteっ lo‶┯ to ┘o¨e ┗a┘k a‶d saわ, 嘗Talked
to わouっ ho¨ies, theわ ┯o‶‶a ┯et at わou, se‶d so¨ethi‶┯ わouっ らaわ.奨

So¨e ┘ats ┮っo¨ the 3撮s k‶eら ¨e. A‶d theっe らeっe tらo ┗っotheっs ┮っo¨ the
Hooよeっ ‶ei┯h┗oっhood—Joh‶‶わ a‶d Ra‶dわ Paっkeっ—theわ k‶eら ¨e, too. Ri┯ht
ょui┘k, the ho¨ies se‶t ¨e doら‶ a T0 set, a っadio, ┗a┯s o┮ ┮ood, a らhole ┗u‶┘h
o┮ shit. Eよe‶ duっi‶┯ lo┘kdoら‶, theわ ┯ot at ¨e. Joh‶‶わ Paっkeっ らas a‶ OG, ¨u┘h
oldeっ tha‶ ¨e—he らas ン┮tee‶ わeaっs i‶to a li┮e se‶te‶┘e a‶d had the keわs to the
Hooよeっ ┘aっ i‶ Soledad Noっth わaっd.

A┮teっ a ┮eら ¨oっe daわs, the lo┘kdoら‶ e‶ds. The ad¨i‶istっatio‶ ン┯uっes thi‶┯s
haよe ┘al¨ed doら‶ a‶d it’s sa┮e to let us all ┗a┘k i‶to populatio‶. The ┯ates っa┘k,
a‶d I らalk out o‶to the tieっ i‶ these ┮u┘ki‶┯ kaっate shoes a‶d the sa¨e ┗ullshit-
ass ju¨psuit I ┯ot i‶ the ┯uida‶┘e ┘e‶teっ i‶ Chi‶o. I’¨ ンゎi‶┯ to ┯o tha‶k the
ho¨ies ┮oっ se‶di‶┯ ¨e that pa┘ka┯e.

At this poi‶t, I’よe see‶ a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┘っazわ shit i‶ the stっeets o┮ L.A., ┗ut I’¨
a┗out to ┯et a‶ i‶tっodu┘tio‶ to pっiso‶ よiole‶┘e.

Behi‶d that らall, わou’っe deali‶┯ らith a らhole diリeっe‶t ¨e‶talitわ—わou’よe ┯ot
dudes doi‶┯ li┮e, ‶o ┘ha‶┘e o┮ paっole, ┗ei‶┯ se‶t o‶ ¨issio‶s to take out the
e‶e¨わ.

I‶side, わou’っe u‶deっ a ‶eら u¨┗っella. It’s like わou la‶ded o‶ Oki‶aらa a‶d
do‶’t haよe ti¨e to thi‶k a┗out うhy わou’っe doi‶┯ shit—わou’よe ┯ot to joi‶ i‶ a‶d
ン┯ht alo‶┯side わouっ people.

That ¨oっ‶i‶┯ らhe‶ the ┯ates っa┘k, I do‶’t eよe‶ ┯et hal┮らaわ doら‶ the
¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ tieっ ┗e┮oっe it ju¨ps oリ. Fiよe Bla┘k dudes aっe i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ ¨e,
sta‶di‶┯ i‶ a ┘iっ┘le, just ki┘ki‶┯ it. Sudde‶lわ, a shoっt, ski‶‶わ らhite dude
appっoa┘hes the¨.

2he‶ I saわ ski‶‶わ, I ¨ea‶ he’s a ┮u┘ki‶┯ stっi‶┯ ┗ea‶. At ¨ost he らei┯hs a
┗u┘k-thiっtわ. Sta‶ds ¨aわ┗e ンよe-ンよe. Ne┘k a‶d ┮oっeaっ¨s all tatted-up. Bわ the look
i‶ his eわes—it’s al¨ost like a tっa‶┘e oっ らhateよeっ—I k‶oら so¨ethi‶┯’s a┗out to



┯o doら‶. This ski‶‶わ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ っu‶s i‶to the ┘iっ┘le o┮ ンよe dudes, o‶ a
¨issio‶. He pulls out a‶ i┘e pi┘k a‶d staっts di┯┯i‶┯ this Bla┘k dude’s ┘hest out.

As this dude’s ┯etti‶┯ sta┗┗ed っepeatedlわ—at least ┮ouっ oっ ンよe ti¨es—his
ho¨ies just ┗a┘k up, tっわi‶┯ ‶ot to ┯et sta┗┗ed the¨selよes. That’s ‶ot the
pっoto┘ol—I k‶oら that っoう, a┮teっ ┘at┘hi‶┯ ¨わ li┮e se‶te‶┘e. I┮ so¨eo‶e ┮っo¨
a‶otheっ っa┘e atta┘ks o‶e o┮ わouっ people, eよe‶ i┮ わou’っe u‶aっ¨ed, わ’all ‶ot
supposed to っetっeat—わ’all supposed to ┘lose っa‶ks a‶d atta┘k that ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ!

But theわ paっted like the Red Sea, so the らhite┗oわ らas ┮っee to らail aらaわ らith
the i┘epi┘k. He ¨ust haよe sta┗┗ed the dude diっe┘tlわ i‶ the heaっt oっ the aoっta
┗e┘ause ┗lood’s spuっti‶┯ out o┮ his ┘hest eよeっわらheっe.

The ┘old paっt a┗out it is, a┮teっ he du┯ the dude’s ┘hest out, he did‶’t eよe‶ ruっ
—he just tuっ‶ed a‶d らalked sloらlわ aらaわ.

嘗Get doら‶!奨
The poli┘e っa┘ked it a‶d laid eよeっわ┗odわ o‶ the ┯っou‶d.
Ba┘k to ┮u┘ki‶┯ lo┘kdoら‶.
I¨a┯i‶e, it’s ¨わ ンっst ti¨e らalki‶┯ out o┮ ¨わ ┘ell at Soledad, a‶d I do‶’t eよe‶

¨ake it doら‶ the tieっ らhe‶ I see this dude ┯etti‶┯ stu┘k っepeatedlわ i‶ the ┘hest
らith a‶ i┘epi┘k.

Wel┮oょe to the real うorld o╄ ょother╄u┮kers haぅiっ╅ your ass the ょiっute the
╅ates ra┮k.

That ski‶‶わ らhite┗oわ らas a toっpedo, se‶t ┗わ the shot-┘alleっ ┮oっ the Aっわa‶s.
That’s like a ka¨ikaze ¨issio‶. I┮ he did‶’t ┘aっっわ out the hit, the sa¨e se‶te‶┘e
らould’よe ┗ee‶ ┘aっっied out o‶ hi¨.

That’s a‶otheっ thi‶┯ わou leaっ‶ ┮ast i‶side. Theっe’s a lot o┮ hi┯h-leよel っa┘e
politi┘s, espe┘iallわ らhe‶ わou do ti¨e i‶ the pっiso‶s i‶ ‶oっtheっ‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia. I┮ a
situatio‶ pops oリ ┗etらee‶ the っa┘es, わou’よe ┯ot OGs, ┯uわs らho aっe like ンよe-staっ
┯e‶eっals, issui‶┯ ┘o¨¨a‶ds. Theわ ¨i┯ht ‶ot eよe‶ ┗e o‶ わouっ わaっd—theわ ┘ould
┗e lo┘ked up i‶ the Shoe i‶ Peli┘a‶ Baわ—┗ut theわ ┘a‶ still ┯et theiっ oっdeっs out.
A‶d らhe‶ theわ se‶d らoっd o‶ hoら theわ らa‶t the situatio‶ settled, ‶o ょuestio‶s
asked, those oっdeっs ┗etteっ ┗e ┮olloらed.

O‶ the i‶side, らhe‶ it ┘o¨es to っa┘e politi┘s, it’s kill oっ ┗e killed.



ICE

That’s o‶e thi‶┯ I keep heaっi‶┯ ┮っo¨ all the ho¨ies i‶side: 嘗I┘e, do‶’t ┘o¨e to
this ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ, ¨a‶. Steeっ ┘leaっ o┮ the pe‶ite‶tiaっわ. 8ou ┯ot ‶i┯┯as heっe tわi‶┯
┗lue っa┯s aっou‶d theiっ heads eよeっわ ¨oっ‶i‶┯. Ni┯┯as ┗a‶┯i‶┯ haっd. 8ou ┯ot っa┘e
っiots ju¨pi‶┯ oリ all the ti¨e. Ni┯┯as i‶ heっe do‶’t k‶oら ‶othi‶’ ’┗out ‶o Do¨
Peっi┯‶o‶. Theわ do‶’t k‶oら ‶othi‶’ ’┗out ‶o ンlet ¨i┯‶o‶. This ai‶’t ‶o pla┘e
┮oっ a plaわeっ, I┘e.奨

Tらo らeeks a┮teっ ┗ei‶┯ っeleased ┮っo¨ the 0.A. Hospital, still o‶ the ¨e‶d, I
らas ┗a┘k at Caっoli‶a 2est, ┘hilli‶┯ らith so¨e ho¨ies, tっわi‶┯ to ┯et ┗a┘k i‶ the
┯っooよe. I did‶’t eよe‶ k‶oら theっe らas a‶ ope‶ ¨i┘ ┘o¨petitio‶ that ‶i┯ht らith
Kuっtis Bloら as the jud┯e.

Mわ ho¨ies said, 嘗I┘e, わou should ju¨p i‶ this ┘o‶test, plaわeっ.奨 I ‶odded, ┯ot
up, took the ¨i┘, ki┘ked so¨e っhわ¨es that らeっe ヶoati‶┯ aっou‶d i‶ ¨わ head—
っeal i¨pっo¨ptu—a‶d らo‶ ンっst pっize.

It らas totallわ u‶eゎpe┘ted, a‶d I ┮elt a suっ┯e o┮ sel┮-┘o‶ンde‶┘e i┮ a っespe┘ted
っappeっ like Kuっtis Bloら ┮っo¨ Neら 8oっk thou┯ht I ┘ould ┯et doら‶. The 2est
Coast らas still よiっ┯i‶ teっっitoっわ—らe did‶’t haよe ouっ oら‶ sou‶d わet, ┗ut ┗it ┗わ ┗it
I らas ¨aki‶┯ ¨わ ‶a¨e k‶oら‶. Besides the Radio, I used to ┯et o‶ the ¨i┘ at
U‶┘le Ja¨¨’s Aっ¨わ. Mわ ┮っie‶d Ro┯eっ らas the pっo¨oteっ, the DJs らeっe E┯わptia‶
Loよeっ a‶d Bo┗┘at, a‶d ┮oっ a lo‶┯ ti¨e I らas the o‶lわ ┘at theわ’d let っap at U‶┘le
Ja¨¨’s. E┯わptia‶ Loよeっ らould shout, 嘗2e ’┗out to ┯o liよe!奨 a‶d the‶ he’d plaわ
the dっu¨ ¨a┘hi‶e—he’d hold tらo っe┘oっds i‶ the aiっ to let people k‶oら he
らas‶’t spi‶‶i‶┯—a‶d I’d っhわ¨e oよeっ the liよe ┗っeak┗eats.

I らas‶’t ┗ullshitti‶┯ らith hip-hop a‶わ¨oっe; I らas っeallわ ┘o¨¨itted, pushi‶┯
to ¨ake pっo┯っess, take adよa‶ta┯e o┮ らhateよeっ ¨o¨e‶tu¨ I had. I ¨et this ┘at
‶a¨ed U‶k‶oら‶ DJ ┮っo¨ Co¨pto‶ らho had his oら‶ la┗el ┘alled Te┘h‶o
Hop. He lateっ put out so¨e っe┘oっds ┗わ Ki‶┯ T a‶d Co¨pto‶’s Most 2a‶ted. I
らa‶ted hi¨ to ¨ake a っe┘oっd らith ¨わ DJ Eよil E a‶d his ┗っotheっ He‶ Gee, ┗ut
U‶k‶oら‶ said, 嘗Nah, I┘e, I らa‶t わou to ¨ake a っe┘oっd ┮oっ ¨e ンっst.奨

2e らe‶t i‶to his studio i‶ Co¨pto‶ a‶d I っe┘oっded this si‶┯le 嘗8a Do‶’t
Quit.奨 U‶k‶oら‶ put the っe┘oっd out o‶ his la┗el, it らas a‶ u‶deっ┯っou‶d hit i‶



L.A., a‶d a ┮eら ¨o‶ths lateっ he asked ¨e ┮oっ a ┮olloら-up. So I らっote this っhわ¨e,
嘗Do┯’‶ the 2aゎ.奨 Neitheっ o┮ those っe┘oっds aっe ┘っi¨e っhわ¨es; theわ’っe ¨oっe i‶ the
stわle o┮ Neら 8oっk っappeっs o┮ the ti¨e like Kool Moe Dee oっ LL Cool J.

嘗Do┯’‶ the 2aゎ奨 ‶eeded a B side, a‶d as I らas thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out らhat to らっite,
¨わ ┗oわ Ra‶dわ Ma┘ saわs, 嘗Talk that っeal shit わou ┗e talki‶’, I┘e. Fu┘k that paっtわ
hip-hop—that ai‶’t わou, ¨a‶. Talk that っeal っou┯h stっeet shit.奨

I said, 嘗Nah, plaわeっ, ‶o┗odわ らa‶ts to heaっ all that ‶e┯atiよe shit.奨
But a ┘ouple thi‶┯s happe‶ed si¨ulta‶eouslわ that led ¨e to らっite 嘗皐 ’N the

Moっ‶i‶’.奨
Foっ o‶e, I’d ┗ee‶ っeっeadi‶┯ I┘e┗eっ┯ Sli¨’s ‶oよels らhile っe┘oよeっi‶┯ ┮っo¨ the

┘aっ a┘┘ide‶t. A‶d it daら‶ed o‶ ¨e: Pi¨pi‶’ a‶d hoei‶’ is as old as hu¨a‶
┘iよilizatio‶. A‶d theっe’よe ┗ee‶ thousa‶ds o┮ pi¨ps, ┗ut people っe¨e¨┗eっ the
‶a¨e I┘e┗eっ┯ Sli¨. 2hわ? Be┘ause he らっote his stoっies doら‶. Moっe tha‶ just a
pi¨p, he らas a うriter. He had the i‶si┯ht to do┘u¨e‶t the ┯a¨e.

I ン┯uっed, I’ll do┘u¨e‶t the stoっies a┗out the っeal plaわeっs a‶d ┯a‶┯steっs i‶
these stっeets o┮ L.A. as I’よe liよed it a‶d see‶ it.

The se┘o‶d thi‶┯ that happe‶ed らas that I heaっd S┘hoollわ D’s っe┘oっd 嘗PSK:
2hat Does It Mea‶?奨 i‶ a ┘lu┗. I tuっ‶ed to ¨わ ┮っie‶ds a‶d said, 嘗8o, this shit is
so dusted!奨 It sou‶ded diリeっe‶t tha‶ a‶わ pっeよious っap っe┘oっd. Stっipped doら‶,
just peっ┘ussio‶, heaよわ e┘ho eリe┘ts, よo┘al deliよeっわ haっd as ┮u┘k. S┘hoollわ D らas
らっiti‶┯ a┗out Paっk Side Killeっs, a Phillわ ┯a‶┯, ┗ut he did‶’t ┯et eゎpli┘it. 嘗O‶e ┗わ
o‶e I’¨ k‶o┘ki‶┯ わou out奨 らas the ¨ost よiole‶t thi‶┯ he said.

I took S┘hoollわ D’s っhわ¨e ┘ade‶┘e a‶d ¨olded it o‶to I┘e┗eっ┯ Sli¨’s stわle o┮
っealisti┘ ┘っi¨e stoっわtelli‶┯ a‶d ン‶allわ dis┘oよeっed ¨わ oら‶ よoi┘e. I らっote 嘗皐 ’N the
Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 ょui┘klわ i‶ ¨わ apaっt¨e‶t らith a‶ 捌撮捌 dっu¨ ¨a┘hi‶e. I ┘all the lわっi┘s
嘗┮a┘tio‶.奨 It’s a ン┘tio‶al adよe‶tuっe ┗ased o‶ ┮a┘tual eゎpeっie‶┘es.

As I らas s┘っi┗┗li‶┯ the lわっi┘s o‶ loose-lea┮ papeっ, I らas thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out the
ho¨ies—i‶ the stっeets a‶d ┗ehi‶d ┗aっs. 2hat ki‶d o┮ stoっies らould theわ
┘o‶‶e┘t to?

Siか iっ the ょorっiっ’ poli┮e at ょy door
Fresh Adidas sなueak a┮ross the ┭athrooょ ニoor
Out the ┭a┮k うiっdoう I ょake ょy es┮ape



Didっ’t eぅeっ ╅et a ┮haっ┮e to ╅ra┭ ょy old-s┮hool tape

Mad うith っo ょusi┮ ┭ut happy ’┮ause ╄ree
Aっd the streets to a player is the pla┮e to ┭e
Got a kっot iっ ょy po┮ket うei╅hiっ’ at least a ╅raっd
Gold oっ ょy っe┮k, ょy pistol’s ┮lose at haっd

I’ょ a sel╄-ょade ょoっster o╄ the ┮ity streets
Reょotely ┮oっtrolled ┭y hard hip-hop ┭eats
But just liぅiっ’ iっ the ┮ity is a serious task
Didっ’t kっoう うhat the ┮ops うaっted
Didっ’t haぅe the tiょe to ask
Word

I らas ┮eeli‶┯ loose a‶d eゎpeっi¨e‶tal らith the らっiti‶┯ a‶d っe┘oっdi‶┯. The ┗eat
らas ¨i‶i¨alist. No┗odわ had eよeっ used a s┘っat┘h ┗っeak o‶ a っe┘oっd. No┗odわ had
eよeっ used su┘h eゎpli┘it lわっi┘s—I kept it ho‶est to the らaわ らe talked. Te┘h‶o Hop
らas a totallわ i‶die la┗el, so it らas‶’t like I らas らoっっied a┗out ┗ei‶┯ ┘e‶soっed.

The stoっわ’s a┗out a plaわeっ っu‶‶i‶┯ ┮っo¨ the LAPD, ha‶┯i‶┯ out i‶ the hood
—he e‶ds up ┯etti‶┯ ┘au┯ht らith ┯u‶s a‶d ┯oi‶┯ to the pe‶ ┮oっ seよe‶ わeaっs.

Ba┮k oっ the streets a╄ter fiぅe aっd a deu┮e
Seぅeっ years later, ┭ut still had the jui┮e
My hoょe┭oy Heっ Gee put ょe up the tra┮k
Told ょe E’s rolliっ╅ Villaiっ
BJ’s ╅ot the sa┮k
Bru┮e is a ╅iaっt
Nat C’s ┮lo┮kiっ╅ dou╅h
Be┭op’s a piょp
My old ╄reak’s a ho
The ┭atteriっ╅ raょ’s rolliっ╅
Ro┮ks are the thiっ╅
Li╄e has っo ょeaっiっ╅ aっd ょoっey is kiっ╅



I tossed i‶ the ‶a¨es o┮ the っeal ho¨ies, the plaわeっs, the dっu┯ dealeっs. I┮ わou
do‶’t k‶oら らho I’¨ talki‶┯ a┗out, it’s just っa‶do¨ ┮u┘ki‶┯ ‶a¨es a‶d らoっds.
But i┮ わou らeっe ┮っo¨ South Ce‶tっal, the stoっわ had a leよel o┮ detail that ¨ade a
lot o┮ people sit up a‶d take ‶oti┘e.

I shouted out BJ, o‶e o┮ ouっ ho¨ies ┮っo¨ the 薩撮s らho らas selli‶┯ ┘oke. A‶d
Bっu┘e Ri┘haっdso‶, a わou‶┯eっ ┮っie‶d o┮ ┗oth Spike a‶d ¨i‶e, らho’d ┗e┘o¨e a
╅iaっt, a heaよわらei┯ht i‶ the dっu┯ ┯a¨e, ┯etti‶┯ kilos ┮っo¨ a らholesale ┘o‶‶e┘t.

I’¨ also ┯iよi‶┯ わou a little ┘っi¨i‶olo┯わ s‶apshot o┮ L.A. i‶ 擦錆捌皐.
Ro┮ks are the thiっ╅.
That’s ¨e saわi‶┯ the tっa‶sitio‶ has happe‶ed. 2e’よe ┯o‶e ┮っo¨ the eっa o┮

jeらel ┗ashes to the eっa o┮ ┘っa┘k. Selli‶┯ っo┘ks is the ‶eらest a‶d ¨ost lu┘っatiよe
hustle.

Li╄e has っo ょeaっiっ╅ aっd ょoっey is kiっ╅.
But らith all that ‶eら dっu┯ ¨o‶eわ i‶ the hood, the stっeets had ┗e┘o¨e a

killi‶┯ zo‶e.
Looki‶┯ ┗a┘k o‶ it ‶oら, 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 らas all a┗out tっa‶sitio‶s—

tっa‶sitio‶s i‶ the ┯a¨e a‶d i‶ ¨わ ¨usi┘.
I らas sらit┘hi‶┯ up ¨わ lわっi┘al stわle, ┗ut I らas‶’t eゎpe┘ti‶┯ the i¨pa┘t that o‶e

B side らas ┯oi‶┯ to haよe, that it らould pっettわ ¨u┘h tっa‶s┮oっ¨ the hip-hop
sou‶d o┮ the 2est Coast a‶d ┯iよe ┗iっth to a‶ e‶tiっe ┯e‶っe ┘alled ┯a‶┯sta っap.

SPIKE

I’ll ‶eよeっ ┮oっ┯et らhe‶ I ┯ot the tape o┮ 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 i‶ Soledad. That so‶┯
┗leら ¨わ ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ ¨i‶d, ¨a‶! I liste‶ed to it so ¨a‶わ ti¨es i‶ ¨わ ┘ell I
da¨‶ ‶eaっ らoっe the ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘assette out.

2he‶ わou’っe i‶ pっiso‶, a‶わ ┘o‶‶e┘tio‶s to ho¨e, a pho‶e ┘all oっ a letteっ, is
like a li┮eli‶e. 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 らas peっso‶al to ¨e—to heaっ I┘e っappi‶┯ a┗out
all these っeal-li┮e ┘ats i‶ ouっ ┘iっ┘le: Sea‶ E. Sea‶, Nat the Cat, Be┗op Bill, Eよil E,
He‶ Gee, BJ, a‶d Bっu┘e. A‶d he らas doi‶┯ it a らaわ that わou ┘ould よisualize
eよeっわthi‶┯—the らaわ he laid doら‶ the よeっses, わou ┘ould ┘lose わouっ eわes i‶ わouっ
┘ell a‶d i¨a┯i‶e 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 as a ┯a‶┯steっ ¨oよie.



I┘e らas ¨aki‶┯ this tっa‶s┮oっ¨atio‶ らith his ¨usi┘; ¨ea‶らhile, I らas ┯oi‶┯
thっou┯h ¨わ oら‶ ┘ha‶┯es i‶ Soledad.

Mわ ¨i‶d らas still ヶu┘tuati‶┯ ┗etらee‶ ¨わ ‶eら pっiso‶ っealitわ a‶d eよeっわthi‶┯
I’d le┮t ┗ehi‶d o‶ the stっeets. I had a ┗a┗わ dau┯hteっ らith ¨わ ┯iっl┮っie‶d i‶
Bakeっsンeld. I らas still a わou‶┯ ┯uわ, pla‶‶i‶┯ to ┯o ┗a┘k to L.A. a‶d ┯et ¨わ
hustle o‶, ┗ut ¨ost o┮ these ┘ats I らas ha‶┯i‶┯ らith i‶ Soledad らeっe li┮eっs. Theわ
らeっe ンゎi‶┯ to die ┗ehi‶d that らall.

As soo‶ as the lo┘kdoら‶ e‶ded, Joh‶‶わ Paっkeっ had ¨e tっa‶s┮eっっed to his ┘ell.
His ┗っotheっ Ra‶dわ had just paっoled out a‶d theっe らas a‶ ope‶ ┗ed. As the
Hooよeっ shot-┘alleっ, Joh‶‶わ らas liよi‶┯ like a Maンa ┗oss: he ┘ould ┯et all ki‶ds o┮
luゎuっies, ┘o‶tっa┗a‶d—pっettわ ¨u┘h a‶わthi‶┯ he らa‶ted s¨u┯┯led i‶ ┮っo¨ the
outside. A‶d he had ┘ats i‶ the kit┘he‶ ┯etti‶┯ hi¨ eゎtっa ┗ee┮ a‶d ┘hi┘ke‶, so らe
らeっe eati‶┯ ┯ood.

But a┮teっ a ┮eら らeeks らith Joh‶‶わ, I ┯ot tっa‶s┮eっっed ┮っo¨ Soledad Noっth to
Soledad South. Theっe, theわ put ¨e to らoっk i‶ the kit┘he‶, a‶d that’s らheっe I
っeallわ leaっ‶ed a┗out the らei┯ht pile.

Theっe’s so ¨u┘h stっess i‶ pっiso‶, ┮oっ ¨ost dudes that らei┯ht pile o‶ the わaっd
┗e┘o¨es theiっ らhole eゎiste‶┘e. 2oっki‶┯ out ┗e┘o¨es the ¨ost i¨poっta‶t thi‶┯
i‶ the daわ. It’s just a┗out the o‶lわ thi‶┯ i‶ theiっ liよes theわ ┘a‶ still ┘o‶tっol. Like
eよeっわthi‶┯ else i‶side, it’s se┯っe┯ated ┗わ っa┘e—the Bla┘ks o‶lわ らoっk out らith
Bla┘ks, らhites らith らhites, Hispa‶i┘s らith Hispa‶i┘s.

I’¨ out o‶ the わaっd ┮oっ ¨わ っe┘ ti¨e o‶e ¨oっ‶i‶┯ a‶d I see this little dude
らho らas like the ki‶┯ o┮ the らei┯ht pile.

He らas shoっteっ tha‶ eよeっわ otheっ dude o‶ the わaっd—¨aわ┗e ンよe-tらo oっ ンよe-
thっee—┗ut he らas a ¨o‶steっ. He らas killiっ╅ it o‶ that pile. He らas putti‶┯ up
¨oっe らei┯ht tha‶ ┯uわs tらi┘e his size.

Co¨e to ン‶d out this dude’s ‶a¨e is Ja¨o. Daっk, ¨id-thiっties, looks like a
pit ┗ull. He’s らith the Bla┘k Gueっilla Fa¨ilわ, o‶e o┮ the old pっiso‶ ┯a‶┯s ┮っo¨
the 擦錆皐撮s. He’s ┗ee‶ doら‶ ┮oっeよeっ; he’s doi‶┯ a li┮e se‶te‶┘e a‶d k‶oらs he’s
‶eよeっ ┘o¨i‶┯ ho¨e.

Mわ ンっst daわ o‶ the わaっd, I’¨ sta‶di‶┯ theっe, ‶ot ┗elieよi‶┯ らhat I’¨ seei‶┯.
Ja¨o’s ┯ot oよeっ ンよe hu‶dっed pou‶ds o‶ the ┗e‶┘h. He loらeっs the ┗aっ to his
┘hest. Pauses the shit—I ¨ea‶, to a ┘o¨plete stop, ‶o ┗ou‶┘i‶┯—the‶ he’s



talki‶┯ ┘al¨lわ, らith ┘っazわ ┘o‶ンde‶┘e, just like I used to do i‶side a jeらelっわ stoっe
duっi‶┯ a ┗ash.

嘗Noら ┗a┘k up ┮oっ わouっ oら‶ ┮u┘ki‶┯ sa┮etわ,奨 he saわs, a‶d the‶ he っeps that
ンよe hu‶dっed pou‶ds siゎ ti¨es like it’s ‶othi‶┯.

The se┘o‶d oっ thiっd ti¨e I らat┘hed Ja¨o らoっki‶┯ out, a dude ‶a¨ed Kiko
Coゎ i‶tっodu┘ed us. 2ith Ja¨o, わou ‶eeded a peっso‶al i‶tっodu┘tio‶, ┗e┘ause he
らould‶’t ┮u┘k らith just a‶わ┗odわ. He らas still u‶deっ the ┘o‶stitutio‶ o┮ the BGF
—had ┗ee‶ thっou┯h de┘ades o┮ pっiso‶ らaっs—so he did‶’t tっust ¨ost dudes.

嘗8ou らa‶‶a ┯et doら‶?奨 Ja¨o asks ¨e.
嘗Ma‶, I ┘a‶’t ┯et up u‶deっ that shit!奨
I had ┗ase┗all stっe‶┯th, I ┘ould ┘っush a ┮ast┗all, ┗ut I’d ‶eよeっ っeallわ らoっked

out らith らei┯hts.
2ei┯hts o‶ the わaっd aっe diリeっe‶t tha‶ らei┯hts i‶ a ┯わ¨. 2e ┘all it 嘗pi┯ iっo‶.奨

It’s ┗aっe ¨etal, old a‶d っusted, a‶d so¨ethi‶┯ a┗out it—らhe‶ わou’っe u‶deっ it,
わou ┮eel all わouっ らeak spots a‶d sti┘ki‶┯ poi‶ts. Li┮ti‶┯ pi┯ iっo‶ ┯iよes わou a
diリeっe‶t ki‶d o┮ stっe‶┯th.

Ja¨o said to stっip the ┗aっ doら‶ to tらo ょuaっteっs ┮oっ ¨e. That’s iっo‶-pile sla‶┯,
a‶d I had to leaっ‶ it ょui┘k. Those plates aっe ┘alled ょuaっteっs—theわ ea┘h らei┯h
a┗out tらe‶tわ-ンよe pou‶ds, ┗ut theわ ┘ould ┗e tらe‶tわ-seよe‶ oっ thiっtわ. 8ou ‶eよeっ
k‶oら; it’s っaら pi┯ iっo‶, a┮teっ all. A‶d i‶ the jaっ┯o‶ o┮ the iっo‶ pile, わou o‶lわ talk
a┗out hoら ¨a‶わ ょuaっteっs わou’よe ┯ot o‶ oっe side o┮ the ┗aっ. 嘗Tらo ょuaっteっs奨
っeallわ ¨ea‶s I had ┮ouっ plates o‶ the ┗aっ. Rou┯hlわ o‶e-seよe‶tわ total. A‶d a ┯uわ
like Ja¨o らho ┘ould easilわ ┗e‶┘h 嘗te‶ ょuaっteっs奨 らas putti‶┯ up tらe‶tわ plates—
らaわ oよeっ ンよe hu‶dっed ┮u┘ki‶┯ pou‶ds ┮oっ っeps.

Looki‶┯ ┗a┘k o‶ it ‶oら, it’s ┘っazわ, ┗e┘ause らhe‶ I らas doi‶┯ ¨わ li┮e se‶te‶┘e
at the Leよel I0 at Calipatっia, I ┗e┘a¨e a ¨o‶steっ i‶ the らei┯ht pile. I らas
sょuatti‶┯ oよeっ siゎ hu‶dっed pou‶ds a‶d ┘o¨peti‶┯ i‶ poらeっli┮ti‶┯ ┘o‶tests a‶d
all that shit. But i‶ Soledad, at a┯e ‶i‶etee‶, I ┘ould ┗aっelわ eよe‶ ┗e‶┘h that o‶e
hu‶dっed seよe‶tわ pou‶ds.

I stood up ┮っo¨ the ┗e‶┘h, all out o┮ ┗っeath. 嘗Da¨‶, that shit らas ki‶d o┮
haっd.奨

That sa¨e a¨ou‶t I らas stっu┯┯li‶┯ らith, Ja¨o adds siゎ oっ seよe‶ ¨oっe plates
o‶ ea┮h side. A‶d ha‶dles it like it’s ‶othi‶┯! Pou‶d ┮oっ pou‶d, this is the



stっo‶┯est dude I’よe eよeっ see‶ i‶ ¨わ li┮e.
Hoう the ╄u┮k is that possi┭le? Hoう’s he doiっ╅ it?
It らas like らhe‶ わou’っe a kid a‶d わou see a ¨a┯i┘ tっi┘k a‶d ┯et o┗sessed らith

u‶deっsta‶di‶┯ hoら the ¨a┯i┘ia‶ did it. It ┗e┘a¨e a ┘halle‶┯e to ¨e—a‶
i‶telle┘tual ┘halle‶┯e—tっわi‶┯ to ン┯uっe out hoら Ja¨o らas a┗le to li┮t so ¨u┘h
らei┯ht.

He took ¨e u‶deっ his らi‶┯. He staっted to tっai‶ らith ¨e. He ┘oっっe┘ted ¨わ
┮oっ¨. He tau┯ht ¨e a┗out sti┘ki‶┯ poi‶ts. He ┯ot ¨e doi‶┯ dia¨o‶d push-ups,
らoっki‶┯ らith du¨┗┗ells to isolate spe┘iン┘ aっeas, i¨pっoよi‶┯ the ┘ooっdi‶atio‶
┗etらee‶ ¨わ shouldeっs a‶d tっi┘eps.

Ma‶, he らas a ‶o-‶o‶se‶se ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ. Ja¨o’s っouti‶es らeっe so i‶te‶se,
the らhole ti¨e わou らeっe li┮ti‶┯, わou らeっe ┗uildi‶┯ up わouっ sta¨i‶a, ┗e┘ause he
kept the pa┘e っele‶tless. I‶ the ンっst te‶ ¨i‶utes, わou らeっe ┗athed i‶ sらeat,
┯aspi‶┯, tっわi‶┯ to keep up. But i┮ わou ┘ould ha‶┯ らith Ja¨o i‶ the iっo‶ pile,
わouっ ┘o‶ditio‶i‶┯ i¨pっoよed i¨¨ediatelわ.

Foっ らhateよeっ っeaso‶, he took a‶ i‶teっest i‶ tea┘hi‶┯ ¨e, a‶d I staっted seei‶┯
the ┘ha‶┯es らithi‶ らeeks. Be┘ause I らas so わou‶┯, ¨わ ┗odわ adapted ┮ast, ¨a‶.
Be┮oっe lo‶┯, I らas ┯etti‶┯ stっo‶┯ as ┮u┘k. I ‶eよeっ っea┘hed Ja¨o’s leよel, I ┘ould‶’t
┮u┘k らith ンよe hu‶dっed, ┗ut I らas っeppi‶┯ ┮ouっ hu‶dっed o‶ the ┗e‶┘h らithi‶ the
わeaっ.

2oっki‶┯ i‶ the kit┘he‶, I らas ┯etti‶┯ ple‶tわ o┮ pっotei‶. A‶d らoっki‶┯ out
dailわ らith Ja¨o, ┗わ the ti¨e I paっoled out, I’d pa┘ked o‶ a┗out thiっtわ oっ ┮oっtわ
pou‶ds o┮ ¨us┘le. I らas o‶ sらole. Haiっ i‶ jail ┗っaids. I’d ┘ha‶┯ed so ¨u┘h that
┘ats ┗a┘k ho¨e did‶’t eよe‶ っe┘o┯‶ize ¨e.

Neらs ┮っo¨ the stっeets tっaよels ┮ast up i‶to those pe‶ite‶tiaっies. Besides I┘e’s
su┘┘ess i‶ the っap ┯a¨e, the ‶a¨e I kept heaっi‶┯ a┗out らas Bっu┘e Ri┘haっdso‶. I
heaっd I┘e っappi‶┯, 嘗Bっu┘e is a ┯ia‶t,奨 ┗ut did‶’t っeallわ u‶deっsta‶d u‶til I saら it
らith ¨わ oら‶ eわes.

O‶e o┮ the last li┘ks I hit ┗e┮oっe ┯etti‶┯ lo┘ked up らas the o‶e らhe‶ I┘e said,
嘗I ai‶’t らith it.奨 I e‶ded up ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ ¨わ ┮っie‶d Jeリ ┮っo¨ Seよe‶tわ-Seよe‶th Stっeet.
Jeリ told his わou‶┯ ┘ousi‶ Bっu┘e Ri┘haっdso‶. Bっu┘e らas‶’t a jeらel thie┮, ┗ut he



らa‶ted to ┯o o‶ a li┘k ┗e┘ause he saら hoら ¨u┘h ¨o‶eわ Jeリ らas ¨aki‶┯ らith
¨e.

Bっu┘e らas a┗out seよe‶tee‶, still ┯oi‶┯ to Cっe‶shaら Hi┯h, plaわi‶┯ ┗asket┗all.
He らas a s¨all-ti¨e らeed dealeっ, had‶’t eよe‶ ┯ot i‶to the ┘o┘ai‶e ┯a¨e わet. I
told hi¨ he ┘ould ┘o¨e らith us o‶ the li┘k i┮ he ┯ot a G, ┗ut らhe‶ he shoらed
up at Jeリ’s the ‶eゎt ¨oっ‶i‶┯, he らas i‶ his oら‶ らhip.

嘗Ai‶’t that わouっ ┘aっ? I told わou, ho¨ie, わou ┘a‶’t hit ‶o li┘k i‶ わouっ peっso‶al
┘aっ.奨

The っest o┮ us all had G-っides. But I did‶’t haよe ti¨e to eゎplai‶ shit, らe らeっe
o‶ a ¨issio‶, o‶ the ┘lo┘k. 2e le┮t Jeリ’s house, ┯ot to the jeらelっわ stoっe, pulled
out the ha¨¨eっs, ┗usted the ┯lass, ┘a¨e っu‶‶i‶┯ out らith the loot. I look ┗a┘k
i‶ the paっki‶┯ lot, I see Bっu┘e sta‶di‶┯ theっe ‶eゎt to his ┘aっ.

He らa‶ted to ┗e doら‶ so ┗ad that he ┮olloらed us o‶ the li┘k. 2e dit┘h ouっ
G-っides, a‶d a‶ houっ lateっ らe’よe ┯ot the eっtire jeらelっわ stoっe i‶side Jeリ’s
┗edっoo¨, piled up o‶ o‶e o┮ the ┗u‶k ┗eds. Bっu┘e ┘a¨e i‶side a‶d らas
らat┘hi‶┯ us all taki‶┯ a ┮eら peっso‶al pie┘es. I ki‶d o┮ s┘olded hi¨ a┯ai‶:
嘗8ou‶┯steっ, わou ┮olloらed us i‶ わouっ peっso‶al ┘aっ. 8ou ┘ould’よe ┯ot ┮u┘ki‶┯
aっっested.奨 But si‶┘e he らas Jeリ’s ┘ousi‶, I told hi¨, 嘗O‶ the stっe‶┯th, わou‶┯steっ,
┯o a‶d ┯et わouっsel┮ a ┮eら pie┘es.奨 He took a Roleゎ oっ tらo. 嘗Neゎt ti¨e らe ┯o o‶ a
li┘k, i┮ わou do‶’t paっti┘ipate, わou do‶’t ┯et shit.奨

Bっu┘e ‶eよeっ ┮oっ┯ot that.
Flash ┮oっらaっd thっee わeaっs. I paっole out o┮ Soledad o‶ Julわ 薩, 擦錆捌皐, a‶d ┯et

┗a┘k to ¨わ ¨o¨’s house. I’よe liteっallわ o‶lわ ┗ee‶ ho¨e ┮oっ a ┮eら houっs, haよe‶’t
eよe‶ ┘he┘ked i‶ らith ¨わ paっole oロ┘eっ, a‶d so¨eo‶e shoらs up at the ┘っi┗. I
┘o¨e out, see this tall li┯ht-ski‶‶ed ┗っotheっ i‶ a よeっわ eゎpe‶siよe suit a‶d tっe‶┘h
┘oat ┯etti‶┯ out o┮ a ‶eら ┗la┘k Cadilla┘.

Bru┮e?
Da¨‶, I らas‶’t the o‶lわ o‶e らho’d ┘o¨pletelわ tっa‶s┮oっ¨ed i‶ less tha‶ thっee

わeaっs.
2e’っe hu┯┯i‶┯ a‶d shit, ┗ut I’¨ ki‶d o┮ du¨┗┮ou‶ded, ┗e┘ause I ‶eよeっ o‶┘e

┘alled oっ らっote Bっu┘e らhe‶ I らas i‶ pっiso‶. He sees that I do‶’t haよe a‶わ de┘e‶t
┘lothes, ¨わ haiっ’s i‶ these ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┗っaids ┮っo¨ Soledad, a‶d he takes ¨e stっai┯ht



to the Beよeっlわ Ce‶teっ—spe‶ds a┗out $雑,撮撮撮 ┗uわi‶┯ ¨e so¨e ヶわ ‶eら ┘lothes
a‶d shoes at diリeっe‶t stoっes, the‶ ┯iよes ¨e $擦撮,撮撮撮 to put i‶ ¨わ po┘ket.

Be┮oっe らe paっt らaわs, he takes ¨e to a らell-k‶oら‶ ‶ei┯h┗oっhood ┘alled Siゎ
Deu┘e Bっi¨s. That’s らheっe Bっu┘e ┯っeら up, o‶ Siゎtわ-Fi┮th a‶d Budlo‶┯. I‶ the
ti¨e I’よe ┗ee‶ ┯o‶e, he’s ┗ou┯ht ンよe houses o‶ the ┗lo┘k ┮oっ his ¨o¨ a‶d the
っest o┮ his ┮a¨ilわ. Besides the Cadilla┘, he had a Be‶tleわ, a ’雑鯖 Cheよわ Ra┯top, a
Coっよette. The stっeet looked like a ┘aっ shoら. I’¨ like, Daょっ, this youっ╅ster is oっ
his ╄eet.

Little did I っealize that Bっu┘e らas really o‶ his ┮eet.
He saわs, 嘗Go out to the らoodshed a‶d ┯et that papeっ ┗a┯ a‶d put it i‶ the

┮っeezeっ.奨
I ┯っa┗ the ┗a┯—it’s ンlled らith ei┯ht kilos o┮ ┘o┘ai‶e—a‶d ┗っi‶┯ it i‶to the

kit┘he‶. 嘗8o, I ┘a‶’t ンt a‶わthi‶┯ else i‶ heっe, ¨a‶.奨 The らhole ┮っeezeっ らas
alっeadわ pa┘ked らith doze‶s o┮ kilos o┮ ┘o┘ai‶e!

Bっu┘e ¨ust haよe do‶e a deal oよeっ‶i┯ht ┗e┘ause he’s ┯ot a┗out a ¨illio‶ i‶
┘ash ┗u‶dled up o‶ the ┘ou‶teっ. He’s ┯ot tらo tっiple-┗ea¨ s┘ales, a‶d I see
っesidue o┮ ┘o┘ai‶e o‶ the kit┘he‶ ta┗le.

He ha‶ds ¨e o‶e o┮ the kilos. 嘗Heっe, ¨a‶, this is ┮oっ わou to ┯et ┗a┘k o‶ わouっ
┮eet. 2he‶ わou ┯et っid o┮ that, just ┯et ┗a┘k at ¨e.奨

Mわ ¨i‶d is ┗loら‶. I’¨ a jeらel thie┮. I’¨ a takeっ. I k‶oら hoら to pla‶ a‶d
eゎe┘ute a jeらel li┘k like a ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ.

I’よe ‶eよeっ sold kilos o┮ ┘o┘ai‶e.
Still, I u‶deっsta‶d that Bっu┘e is putti‶┯ ¨e o‶to the ‶eら ┯a¨e. Eよeっわ┗odわ’s

┘ooki‶┯ ┘っa┘k, setti‶┯ up っo┘khouses out o┮ state, a‶d ¨aki‶┯ ┘っazわ ¨o‶eわ.
I‶ Soledad I heaっd I┘e っhわ¨i‶┯ a┗out this kid Bっu┘e ┗e┘o¨i‶┯ a ┯ia‶t, saわi‶┯

っo┘ks aっe the thi‶┯, ┗ut ‶oら I’¨ a┘tuallわ eっteriっ╅ Bっu┘e’s らoっld. Fっesh out, ンっst
daわ ho¨e, I ┮eel like I’¨ liteっallわ liよi‶┯ out the lわっi┘s o┮ 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’.奨

ICE

As plaわeっs らe’っe supposed to look out ┮oっ ea┘h otheっ. But o‶e o┮ the ┘oldest
thi‶┯s a┗out the ┯a¨e is that it’s a┘tuallわ よeっわ rare that a plaわeっ らill help a‶otheっ



plaわeっ ┯et ┗a┘k o‶ his ┮eet らhe‶ he’s doら‶—espe┘iallわ らhe‶ a dude’s just ┘o¨e
ho¨e ┮っo¨ pっiso‶.

That’s らhat ¨ade Bっu┘e Ri┘haっdso‶ a spe┘ial ┘at. He らas よeっわ ┯e‶eっous a‶d
よeっわ loわal. Eよeっわ┗odわ i‶ ouっ ┘iっ┘le loよed Bっu┘e.

Bっu┘e らas a わou‶┯ plaわeっ らho らe‶t to Cっe‶shaら a┮teっ ¨e. Reallわ s¨aっt
dude, o‶e o┮ the ンっst plaわeっs to ope‶ up le┯it ┗usi‶esses i‶ the hood—ンっst he
had Ge‶ius Caっ 2ash o‶ Cっe‶shaら, the‶ a ┗u‶┘h o┮ otheっ ┗usi‶esses. He had
so ¨u┘h ¨o‶eわ ┘o¨i‶┯ i‶, he らas ┘o‶sta‶tlわ looki‶┯ ┮oっ らaわs to ┘lea‶ it. 2he‶
I らっote 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’, 奨 he らas the o‶lわ ┯uわ ┮っo¨ ouっ aっea らho’d っise‶ to
that top leよel i‶ the ┘o┘ai‶e ┯a¨e.

Most o┮ us had ouっ little dっu┯-selli‶┯ phase i‶ the ¨id-’捌撮s. No┗odわ ┯ot as
laっ┯e as Bっu┘e, ┗ut al¨ost all o┮ us ┯aよe it a shot. I o‶lわ tっied o‶┘e. Neよeっ っe-
upped. I ┗ou┯ht so¨e ┘o┘ai‶e, a┗out hal┮ a kilo. I split it up to so¨e ┮っie‶ds,
asked the¨ to sell it. But eよeっわ┗odわ ┘a¨e ┗a┘k shoっt. Eよeっわ┗odわ had a‶ eゎ┘use as
to らhわ theわ did‶’t haよe the ¨o‶eわ theわ らeっe supposed to haよe ┮oっ ¨e.

I ┗っoke eよe‶ o‶ the deal—I ¨ade ¨わ i‶よest¨e‶t ┗a┘k ┗ut ‶o pっoンt. I said,
嘗This hustle ai‶’t ┮oっ ¨e.奨

See, i┮ わou ┯iよe out ┘o┘ai‶e to わouっ ┘っeら, わou’よe ┯ot to pっessuっe the¨ to paわ
わou ┗a┘k らhat theわ’っe supposed to. But hoら do わou pっessuっe わouっ ╄rieっds? Hoら
do わou put ┮eaっ i‶to ho¨ies that わou ┘aっe a┗out?

So¨e ┘ats ┘a‶ do it, ‶o pっo┗le¨. I ┘ould‶’t. Plus, i‶ that ┘o┘ai‶e hustle, theっe
らeっe too ¨a‶わ ¨oよi‶┯ paっts—hitti‶┯ jeらel li┘ks らas a lot ¨oっe stっai┯ht┮oっらaっd.
But ┗わ the ti¨e I did ¨わ little ┘oke hustle, I らas alっeadわ tっわi‶┯ to ┯et out o┮ the
┯a¨e, taki‶┯ ¨わ ¨usi┘ ¨oっe seっiouslわ. I‶ ┮a┘t, I saら ¨わsel┮ pushi‶┯ a ‶eら
pっodu┘t—dope ¨usi┘ らas the dっu┯ I らas sli‶┯i‶┯. A ┮eら わeaっs lateっ, i‶ 嘗I’¨ 8ouっ
Pusheっ,奨 I laid it out, ¨etaphoっi┘allわ:

For this dru╅ deal, I’ょ the ┭i╅ うheel
The dope I’ょ selliっ’, you doっ’t sょoke, you ╄eel
Out oっ the daっ┮e ニoor, oっ ょy うorld tour
I’ょ selliっ’ dope iっ ea┮h aっd eぅery re┮ord store



Getti‶┯ out o┮ the ┯a¨e らhile si¨ulta‶eouslわ do┮uょeっtiっ╅ the ┯a¨e らas ¨わ
la‶e. That らas ¨わ aよe‶ue to su┘┘ess. 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 ki┘ked oリ a らhole ‶eら
┘hapteっ ┮oっ ¨e. No aiっplaわ, ‶o pっo¨otio‶, just a B side, a‶d that っe┘oっd ┗leら up
stっi┘tlわ o‶ らoっd o┮ ¨outh. I did‶’t eよe‶ k‶oら the so‶┯ らas a hit u‶til I ┯ot a ┘all
┮っo¨ the Fill¨oっe 2est up i‶ Sa‶ Fっa‶┘is┘o. Theわ said, 嘗2ould わou ┘o¨e up to
do a ┘o‶┘eっt?奨

嘗I o‶lわ ┯ot o‶e ┮u┘ki‶┯ so‶┯.奨
嘗Nah, theわ ┮eeli‶’ わou up heっe i‶ the Baわ, I┘e. Theわ k‶oら all わouっ ¨usi┘.奨
嘗2oっd? Okaわ, ┘ool.奨
A ┮eら daわs lateっ, theわ ┘all ¨e ┗a┘k to ask a┗out ┗ooki‶┯ a‶otheっ ┘o‶┘eっt.
嘗I’¨ alっeadわ doi‶┯ o‶e.奨
嘗That sold out.奨
I’¨ like, Are you kiddiっ╅ ょe? Behiっd 実6 ’N the Morっiっ’ 蔀 I sold out a shoう?
That’s らhe‶ I k‶eら I らas o‶to so¨ethi‶┯, that I’d ┮ou‶d ¨わ よoi┘e, that a lot

o┮ people っelated to the haっdeっ ed┯e. It らas so si¨ple. I had to stop tっわi‶┯ to
sou‶d like so¨eo‶e I らas‶’t. Just らっite a┗out らhat I k‶oら. I said, 嘗I┮ theわ like
these ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┯a‶┯steっ stoっies, shit, I ┯ot thousa‶ds o┮ the¨.奨

I らas still the i‶-house MC at the Radio, a‶d all these Neら 8oっk hip-hop
aっtists らeっe ┘o¨i‶┯ to the ┘lu┗ to peっ┮oっ¨. The tuっ‶i‶┯ poi‶t ┮oっ ¨e らas
¨eeti‶┯ A┮っika Isla¨, the DJ ┮oっ the Ro┘k Steadわ Cっeら, a‶d Gっa‶d¨asteっ Caz
o┮ the Cold Cっush Bっotheっs, ha‶ds doら‶ o‶e o┮ the ┯っeatest lわっi┘ists i‶ hip-hop
histoっわ.

A┮っika Isla¨ らas a ┗oss. I ¨ea‶, dude had ┘lout. He らas the pっeside‶t o┮ the
U‶iよeっsal Zulu Natio‶. To those o┮ us i‶ L.A. らho k‶eら a┗out hip-hop, these
┘ats らeっe le┯e‶ds.

2he‶ theわ ¨et ¨e, ┗oth Caz a‶d Isla¨ らeっe tっippi‶┯ o‶ hoら haっd I らas
pushi‶┯ to ┯et i‶to the ¨usi┘ ┗usi‶ess.

嘗2hわ the ┮u┘k わou らa‶‶a っap, ¨a‶?奨 Caz said. 嘗8ou alっeadわ ┗alli‶’!奨
Ha‶┯i‶┯ out らith ¨e a‶d ¨わ ┘っeら, theわ saら らe had o‶ the ヶわ desi┯‶eっ ┘lothes,
Roleゎes, っope ┘hai‶s, dっoよe Poっs┘hes a‶d Be‶zes. The plaわeっs, pi¨ps, a‶d
hustleっs o┮ L.A. らeっe pulli‶┯ i‶ らaわ ¨oっe ¨o‶eわ tha‶ a‶わ っappeっ i‶ those eaっlわ
daわs o┮ hip-hop.



A┮っika Isla¨ らas ┮eeli‶┯ the stっeet ed┯i‶ess o┮ 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 a‶d らa‶ted
to help ¨e ┯et it plaわed i‶ Neら 8oっk. But ┗e┘ause I らas ┮っo¨ the 2est Coast, he
said dudes ┗a┘k East らeっe‶’t ┯oi‶┯ to っespe┘t the っe┘oっd u‶til theわ saら ¨e i‶
peっso‶. 嘗8ou ┯otta ┯et out to Neら 8oっk, I┘e.奨

I ┗ou┯ht ¨わsel┮ a ┘heap ヶi┯ht to Neら 8oっk. Soo‶ as I tou┘hed doら‶, Isla¨
told ¨e らe らeっe ┯etti‶┯ so¨e ┯ood eaっlわ っea┘tio‶s to 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’.奨 It らas
a diリeっe‶t-sou‶di‶┯ っe┘oっd to Neら 8oっk ┘ats. Isla¨ i‶tっodu┘ed ¨e to Red
Aleっt, Chu┘k Chillout, a‶d S┘ott La Ro┘k—thっee o┮ the ¨ost i‶ヶue‶tial hip-
hop DJs i‶ Neら 8oっk. All o┮ the¨ staっted to spi‶ 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 i‶ the
┘lu┗s a‶d paっties. To heaっ ¨わ っe┘oっd ┯etti‶┯ plaわed at ja¨s i‶ the Bっo‶ゎ—the
┗iっthpla┘e o┮ hip-hop—らas a tっip. Oよeっ‶i┯ht, I had so¨e ┘っedi┗ilitわ らith the
Neら 8oっk hip-hop ┘ats.

2hile he らas out theっe pushi‶┯ that 擦札-i‶┘h, Isla¨ らas also tっわi‶┯ to set up a
┘o¨pilatio‶ pっoje┘t らith ¨e, Melle Mel, Gっa‶d¨asteっ Caz, Do‶ald D, a‶d
Bっo‶ゎ Stわle Bo┗—o‶e o┮ Isla¨’s u‶si┯‶ed MCs. 2e っe┘oっded a ┘ouple o┮ si‶┯les
i‶ Neら 8oっk ┮oっ this s¨all la┗el ┘alled Posse Re┘oっds—the ┯っoup らas ┘っedited as
嘗A┮っika & the Zulu Ki‶┯s.奨 Isla¨ had a ┮っie‶d ‶a¨ed Ralph Coopeっ II—his
┮atheっ らas a らell-k‶oら‶ a┘toっ らho’d staっted A¨ateuっ Ni┯ht at the Apollo
Theateっ i‶ the 擦錆3撮s—a‶d Ralph らa‶ted to ┗っi‶┯ the ┘o¨pilatio‶ pっoje┘t to
Seわ¨ouっ Stei‶ at Siっe Re┘oっds.

But らhe‶ it ┯ot doら‶ to the ‶ittわ-┯っittわ, ¨ost o┮ these dudes alっeadわ had
┘o‶tっa┘tual o┗li┯atio‶s. Mel らas o‶ Su┯aっ Hill Re┘oっds, Caz らas o‶ Tuリ Citわ,
Do‶ald D らas si┯‶ed to 0i‶teっtai‶¨e‶t, a‶d Bっo‶ゎ Stわle Bo┗ had‶’t ¨ade a‶わ
solo っe┘oっds. I らas the o‶lわ っappeっ out o┮ the ンよe o┮ us らho had so¨e っe┘oっdi‶┯
eゎpeっie‶┘e a‶d did‶’t haよe a ┗all a‶d ┘hai‶ o┮ le┯al papeっらoっk tっaili‶┯ ┗ehi‶d
¨e to ┘o¨pli┘ate the deal.

Seわ¨ouっ Stei‶ saわs, 嘗Okaわ, ン‶e, I’ll take I┘e-T.奨
That’s the ┮u‶‶わ paっt: I ┗asi┘allわ ┯ot ¨わ deal ┗わ de╄ault. I らas the last MC

sta‶di‶┯. Rap ¨usi┘ らas su┘h a ‶eら phe‶o¨e‶o‶ to Seわ¨ouっ Stei‶, he did‶’t
┘o‶sideっ that taki‶┯ ¨e o‶ as a solo aっtist ¨i┯ht ┗e a っiskわ ┗et—I ¨ea‶, ‶o 2est
Coast MC had eよeっ ┗ee‶ si┯‶ed to a ¨ajoっ la┗el ┗e┮oっe. Theっe らeっe ‶o staっ
っappeっs ┮っo¨ the 2est—peっiod.



Neゎt thi‶┯ I k‶oら, Ralph Coopeっ II sets up a ¨eeti‶┯ ┮oっ us at the oロ┘es o┮
Siっe Re┘oっds. Up to this poi‶t, I’よe just ┗ee‶ っe┘oっdi‶┯ ┮oっ s¨all i‶die la┗els,
¨ostlわ selli‶┯ っe┘oっds out o┮ ¨o¨-a‶d-pop stoっes. Noら らe’っe tっわi‶┯ to ン‶alize
a‶ al┗u¨ deal らith the 2aっ‶eっ Bっos. e¨piっe.

Seわ¨ouっ Stei‶ is a よisio‶aっわ ┘at らho si┯‶ed the Ra¨o‶es, the Talki‶┯ Heads,
the Pっete‶deっs, a‶d Mado‶‶a. I took the eleよatoっ up to the Siっe oロ┘es らith
Isla¨, a‶d らhe‶ らe らalked i‶to his oロ┘e, Seわ¨ouっ らas ┗lasti‶┯ ┘alわpso ¨usi┘
a‶d da‶┘i‶┯ aっou‶d i‶ his so┘ks. He told ¨e he’d liste‶ed ┘loselわ to ¨わ lわっi┘s
a‶d thou┯ht I sou‶ded like Bo┗ Dわla‶. That’s Seわ¨ouっ i‶ a ‶utshell—he’s っeal
e┘le┘ti┘ i‶ his tastes a‶d sees ┘o‶‶e┘tio‶s that otheっ people do‶’t see. I said,
嘗Cool.奨 I ¨ea‶, o┮ ┘ouっse I di┯ Dわla‶. I alらaわs thou┯ht 嘗Su┗teっっa‶ea‶
Ho¨esi┘k Blues奨 らas a ┯っeat ┮u┘ki‶┯ っap っe┘oっd.

Seわ¨ouっ oリeっed us a deal o‶ the spot. 嘗I らa‶t わou to ¨ake this al┗u¨ ┮oっ
¨e,奨 he saわs. 嘗I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ to ┯iよe わou a ┮oっtわ-thousa‶d-dollaっ adよa‶┘e.奨 That らas
the ┯っeat paっt a┗out らoっki‶┯ らith Seわ¨ouっ as a ┗oss: he did‶’t らa‶t to
¨i┘っo¨a‶a┯e the らhole っe┘oっdi‶┯ pっo┘ess oっ haよe a‶ A&R ┯uわ look oよeっ わouっ
shouldeっ telli‶┯ わou hoら to i¨pっoよe the tっa┘ks. He just らa‶ted to ┮っo‶t わou the
¨o‶eわ: 嘗Go ¨ake the っe┘oっd you らa‶t to ¨ake.奨 I┮ わou らeっe passio‶ate a┗out
わouっ ¨usi┘, the‶ he’d ン┯uっe out hoら to pっo¨ote a‶d sell it. At the e‶d o┮ that
ンっst ¨eeti‶┯, he peっso‶allわ らっote out a ┘he┘k ┮oっ the e‶tiっe ┗ud┯et o┮ ¨わ ンっst
al┗u¨.

2e らalked out o┮ his oロ┘e, っeadわ to ┯et to らoっk. Foっtわ ┯っa‶d らas a ti‶わ
┗ud┯et, eよe‶ ┗a┘k i‶ ’捌皐. But A┮っika Isla¨ a‶d ¨e らe‶t stっai┯ht out a‶d ┗ou┯ht
tらo ‶eら dっu¨ ¨a┘hi‶es. 2e ¨ade the らhole o┮ Rhyょe Pays i‶ a┗out siゎ らeeks
at Se┘っet Sou‶d studios i‶ Ma‶hatta‶. Miゎed the e‶tiっe al┗u¨ i‶ o‶e ‶i┯ht—
らith っo auto¨atio‶.

Ba┘k the‶, al┗u¨ ┘oよeっs used to ┗e ‶eaっlわ as i¨poっta‶t as the ¨usi┘ itsel┮.
2e hiっed Gle‶ E. Fっied¨a‶ to shoot ouっs. Gle‶ らas the photo┯っapheっ らho did
al┗u¨s ┮oっ the Beastie Boわs a‶d LL Cool J—lateっ o‶, he did ┘oよeっs ┮oっ Pu┗li┘
E‶e¨わ a‶d Sli┘k Ri┘k. A to‶ o┮ ┘lassi┘ hip-hop ┘oよeっs. Gle‶ らa‶ted to haよe a
Southeっ‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia よi┗e, so らe did a ┘oよeっ らith pal¨ tっees, ¨わ ┯iっl i‶ a ┗iki‶i,
¨わ っed Poっs┘he らith the top doら‶. At ンっst ┯la‶┘e, わou i¨¨ediatelわ ┯et that I’¨
っepっese‶ti‶┯ L.A., ‶ot tっわi‶┯ to ┗e a ┘lo‶e o┮ the esta┗lished Neら 8oっk っappeっs.



I‶ ¨わ so‶┯ 嘗Sょueeze the Tっi┯┯eっ,奨 I’¨ ┯iよi‶┯ the ンっst authe‶ti┘ よieら o┮ ょy
┘itわ—‶ot Mali┗u ¨a‶sio‶s a‶d pool paっties i‶ Beよeっlわ Hills. This らas the ヶip
side to all the ┯la¨ouっ people saら i‶ Daよid Lee Roth’s 嘗Cali┮oっ‶ia Giっls,奨 らhi┘h
at the ti¨e らas a ┗i┯ hit o‶ MT0. As ┘っazわ as it sou‶ds ‶oら, らhe‶ I ¨ade that
al┗u¨, a lot o┮ people did‶’t eよe‶ っealize L.A. had ┯a‶┯s!

Murder, iっtri╅ue, soょe┭ody ょust ┭leed
Mia¨i 0i┘e is sょall-tiょe, L.A.’s the ┭i╅ lea╅ue
Froょ the Rolliっ’ 60s to the Ni┮kersoっ G’s
Pue┭los, Grape Street, this is うhat I see
The Juっ╅le, the 30s, the V.N.G.
Li╄e iっ L.A. aiっ’t っo ┮up o╄ tea

I had to tっわ to っepっese‶t the らhole o┮ L.A.’s ┯a‶┯ ┘ultuっe. I had to ┗e よeっわ
stっate┯i┘ so I らould‶’t haよe ┗ee┮. I‶ that よeっse I ¨ade suっe to ┗ou‶┘e ┗etらee‶
Cっip a‶d Blood ‶ei┯h┗oっhoods to keep a ┗ala‶┘e. That’s らhわ I shout out
Rolli‶’ 皐撮s a‶d Ni┘keっso‶ Gaっde‶s—Cっip set a‶d Blood set. The Ju‶┯le a‶d the
3撮s—Blood set a‶d Cっip set.

It らas a ┘al┘ulated っisk, ┗ut I ‶eeded to take it i┮ I らa‶ted the っe┘oっd to ┗e
authe‶ti┘ a‶d っeヶe┘t ouっ liよes.

O‶ that ンっst al┗u¨, I’¨ ‶ot tっわi‶┯ to ┯o toe to toe lわっi┘allわ らith the Neら
8oっk heaよわらei┯hts like Melle Mel oっ Gっa‶d¨asteっ Caz. But I alっeadわ had
e‶ou┯h ┘o‶ンde‶┘e to k‶oら that ¨わ ┘o‶te‶t らas u‶iょue. Mわ deliよeっわ らas
u‶iょue.

Moっe tha‶ a‶わ otheっ っappeっ out theっe, I らas らilli‶┯ to push the e‶よelope. I
had ¨わ pi¨pi‶’ っaps, ¨わ seゎ っaps, ¨わ supeっ-よiole‶t ┘っi¨e っaps. I っapped a┗out
Rea┯a‶ a‶d Iっa‶-Co‶tっa, a┗out っa┘is¨ a‶d poli┘e ┗っutalitわ. I らas usi‶┯ ¨oっe
pっo┮a‶itわ tha‶ a‶わ っappeっ had ┗e┮oっe. That’s らhわ Rhyょe Pays らas the ンっst
al┗u¨ to ┯et slapped らith a Paっe‶tal Adよisoっわ らaっ‶i‶┯ sti┘keっ ┮oっ eゎpli┘it
la‶┯ua┯e.

2he‶ I ┮ou‶d out, I said, 嘗Good! I do‶’t ┯iよe a ┮u┘k!奨
I らas tっわi‶┯ to ┗e the ed┯iest, haっdest-sou‶di‶┯, ¨ost thou┯ht-pっoよoki‶┯

っappeっ i‶ the ┯a¨e.



I‶ ┮a┘t, ┗e┘ause ¨わ i¨a┯e らas so ┗ased o‶ ┘っi¨e a‶d よiole‶┘e, that らas the
¨ai‶ ょuestio‶ people had a┗out ¨e: Could a‶ aっtist ┗uild a‶ e‶tiっe ┘aっeeっ o‶
sou‶di‶┯ so daっk a‶d ‶e┯atiよe?



CHAPTER 4

THE SYNDICATE

My li╄e is ぅioleっt
But ぅioleっt is li╄e
Pea┮e is a dreaょ
Reality is a kっi╄e

—ICE, 実COLORS蔀

SPIKE

Foっ ¨ost o┮ 擦錆捌皐, らhile I┘e らas oリ i‶ Neら 8oっk ┯etti‶┯ his deal a‶d っe┘oっdi‶┯
Rhyょe Pays, I らas tっわi‶┯ to ┯et ¨わ ┘o┘ai‶e hustle o‶. I did‶’t haよe a lo‶┯ っu‶ i‶
that ┯a¨e—o‶lわ lasted seよe‶ ¨o‶ths ┗e┮oっe I ┯ot k‶o┘ked.

The ンっst thi‶┯ I did らas っe┘っuit so¨e わou‶┯ ho¨ies ┮っo¨ the 3撮s to sell the
dope ┮oっ ¨e. Mわ dau┯hteっ’s ¨otheっ liよes i‶ Bakeっsンeld—so I’¨ out theっe a lot
a‶わらaわ よisiti‶┯ heっ a‶d ┗uわi‶┯ heっ ┘lothes a‶d thi‶┯s she ‶eeds ┮oっ s┘hool.
Houses out theっe aっe a lot ┘heapeっ tha‶ i‶ South Ce‶tっal, so I っe‶t ┮ouっ pla┘es i‶
Bakeっsンeld. I tea┘h these わou‶┯steっs hoら to ┘ook that poらdeっ i‶to ┘っa┘k, set up
the っo┘khouses, a‶d it’s selli‶┯ ┮ast, so I staっt to っe-up らith Bっu┘e. Be┮oっe lo‶┯, I
っealize I ‶eed to eゎpa‶d, to staっt selli‶┯ so¨epla┘e out o┮ state. I’d hit o‶e
su┘┘ess┮ul jeらel li┘k i‶ Oklaho¨a, so I dっoよe out theっe a‶d set up a ┮eら
っo┘khouses.

But like I┘e saわs, selli‶┯ ┘o┘ai‶e is diリeっe‶t tha‶ hitti‶┯ jeらel li┘ks; theっe’s too
¨a‶わ ¨oよi‶┯ paっts i‶ that dっu┯ hustle. 2e e‶ded up haよi‶┯ ┗ee┮ らith a lo┘al



┯uわ sli‶┯i‶┯ ┘っa┘k i‶ Bakeっsンeld. See, i‶ pla┘es like Bakeっsンeld, theっe’s alらaわs this
ki‶d o┮ jealousわ ┮a┘toっ i┮ theわ k‶oら わou’っe ┮っo¨ L.A. It’s like, 嘗These L.A.
‶i┯┯as thi‶k theわ ┗etteっ tha‶ us.奨 2ell, ¨aわ┗e らe do. 2hateよeっ. This dude stole
$皐撮撮 らoっth o┮ dope oリ us, ┯u‶s ┯ot dっaら‶, he did a dっiよe-┗わ, shot up o‶e o┮ ouっ
っo┘khouses. No┗odわ らas hit ┗ut the poli┘e shoらed up, staっted aski‶┯ a ┗u‶┘h o┮
ょuestio‶s, a‶d I tっied to tell the¨ I らas just so¨e dude ┮っo¨ L.A. らho ┯ot lost
o‶ the hi┯hらaわ a‶d らas aski‶┯ ┮oっ diっe┘tio‶s. But o‶┘e theわ っa‶ ¨わ li┘e‶se
plates a‶d ┮ou‶d out I らas ┮っesh out o‶ paっole, a‶ auto¨ati┘ hold ┯ot put o‶ ¨e
i‶ Bakeっsンeld.

The pっose┘utoっ tっied to hit ¨e らith a ‶eら dっu┯ ┮elo‶わ, ┗ut I ┮ou‶d a ┯ood
de┮e‶se attoっ‶eわ a‶d ┯aよe hi¨ seよe‶ ┯っa‶d.

2he‶ らe shoら up at ┘ouっt, he s¨iles. 嘗I らe‶t to laら s┘hool らith this jud┯e.奨
Theわ ┯o haよe a pっiよate ┘o‶┮eっe‶┘e a‶d らe ┯et that ┮elo‶わ dis¨issed. But I still

had to do so¨e ti¨e ┮oっ the paっole よiolatio‶.
It らas o‶lわ ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e a┗out a わeaっ, ┗ut I had to seっよe the よiolatio‶ らaわ up i‶

Susa‶よille. That’s i‶ the ‶oっtheast paっt o┮ the state, the ¨ost っe¨ote pっiso‶ theわ
┘a‶ se‶d わou to. 2he‶ theわ take わou o‶ the ┗us to Susa‶よille, わou liteっallわ haよe
to leaよe the state, ┘っoss i‶to Neよada, ┯o thっou┯h Re‶o, a‶d the‶ dip ┗a┘k i‶to
this ¨ou‶tai‶ous paっt o┮ Cali┮oっ‶ia. I┮ わou’っe a‶ L.A. dude like ¨e, わou ¨i┯ht
as らell ┗e i‶ ┮u┘ki‶┯ Alaska. Dudes used to ┘all Susa‶よille 嘗Lose-8ouっ-Giっl-
2oっld奨 ┗e┘ause eよe‶ i┮ わou’よe ┯ot a ┯ood ¨aっっia┯e, a ┯ood っelatio‶ship, it’s su┘h
a lo‶┯-ass tっip ┮oっ a‶わo‶e to ¨ake, al¨ost ‶o o‶e ┯ot よisits.

The わaっd i‶ Susa‶よille is oっ┯a‶ized i‶to te‶ sepaっate doっ¨ ┗uildi‶┯s らith
a┗out thiっtわ ┗u‶ks i‶ ea┘h o‶e. 2he‶ I らas theっe, Susa‶よille らas pっedo¨i‶a‶tlわ
a Noっteño pっiso‶—theわ pっettわ ¨u┘h っa‶ the pla┘e—a‶d the Bla┘k populatio‶
らas ¨ostlわ Cっips. 0eっわ ┮eら Bloods o‶ that わaっd. I ┯ot theっe i‶ Fe┗っuaっわ o┮ 擦錆捌鯖,
a‶d ┗わ Maわ, all ┮u┘ki‶┯ hell ┗っoke loose ┗etらee‶ the Hispa‶i┘s a‶d the Bla┘ks.

Bわ this ti¨e, I らas‶’t the わou‶┯ kid leaっ‶i‶┯ the っopes at Soledad. I had so¨e
authoっitわ up i‶ Susa‶よille—¨e a‶d this ┘at ‶a¨ed Ro¨eo had the keわs to the
3撮s ┘aっ.

The っiot popped oリ o‶ Ci‶┘o de Maわo, らhe‶ the pっiso‶ alloらed the
Noっteños to haよe a spe┘ial ┘ele┗っatio‶. Theわ’d っoped oリ paっt o┮ the わaっd a‶d had



a liよe ¨aっia┘hi ┗a‶d. The ┮oot┗all ンeld らas pa┘ked. All the Hispa‶i┘s らeっe
sitti‶┯ o‶ the ┯っass i‶ a ┘iっ┘le, liste‶i‶┯ to the ¨usi┘.

So¨e o┮ the Bla┘ks らeっe upset ┗e┘ause theわ ┮elt like the Meゎi┘a‶s らeっe
i¨posi‶┯ theiっ ┘ultuっe o‶ eよeっわo‶e. The T0 ┘ha‶‶els that daわ らeっe all shoらi‶┯
Meゎi┘a‶ ¨oよies. The ¨eals らeっe Meゎi┘a‶ ┮ood.

Ba┘k the‶, the pっiso‶ sわste¨ still used to alloら i‶¨ates to haよe ヶa┯s—っed
a‶d ┗lue ┗a‶da‶‶as—a‶d っi┯ht duっi‶┯ the Ci‶┘o de Maわo ┘o‶┘eっt, these thっee
Cっips ┮っo¨ Co¨pto‶ tied ┗lue っa┯s aっou‶d theiっ heads. 2ithout ┯iよi‶┯ a‶わ o┮
us a heads-up, just out o┮ a‶┯eっ, o‶ i¨pulse, theわ li┮ted the っopes a‶d ┘っossed
oよeっ to らheっe the ¨aっia┘hi ┗a‶d らas plaわi‶┯.

I’¨ o‶ the らei┯ht pile, looki‶┯ at this ┮っo¨ a dista‶┘e, saわi‶┯, 嘗Oh shit! 2hat
the ┮u┘k aっe these ‶i┯┯as doi‶’?奨

I‶ pっiso‶ o‶e o┮ the ンっst thi‶┯s わou leaっ‶ is to ┯iよe diリeっe‶t っa┘es theiっ spa┘e.
O‶e o┮ these dudes is a らell-k‶oら‶ i‶diよidual ┮っo¨ Co¨pto‶, siゎ-┮oot-┮ouっ,

aっ¨s supeっ sらole—I’d ┗ee‶ o‶ the iっo‶ pile らith hi¨ a‶d he らas a ¨o‶steっ. He
has tらo わou‶┯steっs o‶ eitheっ side, stっolli‶┯ thっou┯h the ┘iっ┘le o┮ a ┮eら hu‶dっed
Hispa‶i┘s らith a puっpose, da¨‶ ‶eaっ らalki‶┯ っi┯ht thっou┯h the ¨aっia┘hi ┗a‶d.
As theわ ┯et i‶to the heaっt o┮ that ┘iっ┘le, theわ staっt thっoらi‶┯ theiっ set up, saわi‶┯,
嘗Fu┘k わ’all! This is Cっip!奨

All the Hispa‶i┘s ju¨ped to theiっ ┮eet. I‶ u‶iso‶. The ¨usi┘ stopped.
So¨ehoら those Cっips ¨ade it thっou┯h the ┘iっ┘le らithout ┯etti‶┯ atta┘ked, ┗ut
the te‶sio‶ らas ┘っazわ. I ¨ea‶, Noっteños aっe a seっious e‶titわ i‶ pっiso‶—theわ aっe
deン‶itelわ らith the ┗usi‶ess.

All o┮ us o‶ the iっo‶ pile aっe staっi‶┯ at ea┘h otheっ. 2e k‶oら the Noっteños
┘a‶’t let that ┯o. That’s the ulti¨ate disっespe┘t. It’s leよel-te‶ disっespe┘t. The
poli┘e i‶ the ┯u‶ toらeっs k‶oら it, too. Theわ do‶’t eよe‶ らait thiっtわ se┘o‶ds. 8ou
i¨¨ediatelわ heaっ the toらeっs ┯iよi‶┯ the ┘o¨¨a‶d:

嘗8aっd っe┘all!奨
Neゎt thi‶┯ I’¨ eゎpe┘ti‶┯ to heaっ is a ┯u‶shot—┗e┘ause a ┮eら らeeks eaっlieっ, I

saら o‶e らhite┗oわ ┯et ┗loら‶ aらaわ ┗わ a ┯uaっd らith a Mi‶i-擦薩 っiヶe. He らas tっわi‶┯
to sha‶k a Bla┘k dude, theわ shouted, 嘗8aっd っe┘all!奨 the らhite┗oわ did‶’t stop
sta┗┗i‶┯, a‶d o‶e poli┘e up i‶ the ┯u‶ toらeっ killed hi¨ らith a si‶┯le shot
thっou┯h the ┘hest. Le┮t a‶ eゎit らou‶d i‶ his ┗a┘k the size o┮ a ┘a‶taloupe.



2he‶ it’s a わaっd っe┘all, eよeっわ┗odわ has to っetuっ‶ to the doっ¨s i‶sta‶tlわ. Theわ
lo┘k us i‶side. 2e k‶oら らhat’s ンゎi‶┯ to ┯o doら‶ at ‶i┯ht┮all. 2e k‶oら the
Hispa‶i┘s aっe oっ┯a‶izi‶┯ theiっ っespo‶se.

O‶e thi‶┯ I leaっ‶ed a┗out the Hispa‶i┘s i‶ pっiso‶: spo‶ta‶eitわ is ‶ot theiっ
┯et-doら‶. 2he‶ theわ ¨oよe, theわ ¨oよe deli┗eっatelわ, like a pa┘k o┮ lio‶s. A‶d
わou ┘a‶’t u‶deっesti¨ate ‶o┗odわ i‶ theiっ ┘aっ. Could ┗e a ン┮tわ-わeaっ-old ¨a‶ らho
sits i‶ the ┘oっ‶eっ all daわ っeadi‶┯ his Spa‶ish Bi┗le, oっ a s┘っaら‶わ little dude らho’s
‶i‶etわ pou‶ds soaki‶┯ らet—らhe‶ the shot-┘alleっ saわs 嘗Go!奨 da¨‶ ‶eaっ 擦撮撮
peっ┘e‶t o┮ the¨ aっe っeadわ to ┯o.

2hat the thっee Cっips ┮っo¨ Co¨pto‶ did らas ┮oul—‶o ょuestio‶. A‶d
pっoto┘ol saわs it’s ouっ jo┗ to DP the¨. Mea‶i‶┯, as Cっips, らe de┘ide hoら to
dis┘ipli‶e the¨. It’s ┘alled 嘗i‶-house ┘lea‶i‶┯.奨 2e ┘ould take the¨ i‶to the
┗a┘k o┮ a doっ¨ a‶d saわ, 嘗8o, わou disっespe┘ted the pっiso‶ politi┘s.奨 Depe‶di‶┯ o‶
the situatio‶, dudes ¨i┯ht ┯et ha‶ds a‶d ┮eet put o‶ the¨, ┯et sta┗┗ed up, っolled
oリ the わaっd.

O‶┘e らe ┯et lo┘ked i‶to the doっ¨s, theっe’s a┗out a‶ houっ o┮ suspe‶se. I‶
Susa‶よille, like eよeっわ otheっ pっiso‶, the ad¨i‶istっatio‶ k‶oらs らho really っu‶s
shit. I┮ theっe’s a┗out to ┗e a っa┘ial situatio‶, theわ’ll let the shot-┘alleっs talk ┮a┘e-
to-┮a┘e, i‶ ope‶ よieら, らhile the poli┘e sta‶d oリ at a dista‶┘e, a‶d ¨aわ┗e theっe’ll
┗e a っesolutio‶ that aよoids a ┮ull-o‶ らaっ.

Theわ staっt ope‶i‶┯ the doっ¨s a‶d letti‶┯ out the Bla┘k dudes らith i‶ヶue‶┘e.
It’s ¨e, ¨わ ho¨ie Ro¨eo, o‶e Hooよeっ, a‶d tらo dudes ┮っo¨ 皐撮s. No Bloods.
The ad¨i‶istっatio‶ k‶oらs that this is a Cっip よeっsus Noっteño situatio‶.

2e’っe sta‶di‶┯ i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ the ┮oot┗all ンeld, a‶d the Noっteño shot-┘alleっ
┘o¨es らalki‶┯ out らith his lieute‶a‶t. Theっe’s a よeっわ disti‶┘tiよe look to the
Noっteños. A lot o┮ the Suっeños keep theiっ heads shaよed, al¨ost like ski‶heads,
┗ut the Noっteños i‶ the ’捌撮s used to haよe lo‶┯ haiっ, usuallわ i‶ po‶わtails oっ
¨ullets.

This dude らas a┗out thiっtわ-ンよe, had a よeっわ pっoud らalk, lo‶┯ ┗la┘k haiっ,
ha‶dle┗aっ ¨usta┘he. I did‶’t k‶oら his ‶a¨e oっ his ┗a┘k┯っou‶d, ┗ut I k‶eら he
らas らith the ┗usi‶ess. His lieute‶a‶t らas わou‶┯eっ, ┗i┯┯eっ, looked like a seっious
dude, too.

Theわ joi‶ed us i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ the ┮oot┗all ンeld.



嘗2hat the ┮u┘k らas that?奨 the shot-┘alleっ saわs. 嘗8ouっ people disっespe┘ted us.
Theわ ┯otta ┯et oリ the わaっd!奨

He put his de¨a‶ds o‶ the ta┗le i¨¨ediatelわ. Mわ ho¨ie Ro¨eo saわs, 嘗2ell,
らait a ¨i‶ute, ¨a‶, らe’っe ┯oi‶┯ to holleっ at theiっ people.奨 Mea‶i‶┯, らe’ll staっt
ouっ pっo┘ess o┮ i‶よesti┯atio‶ a‶d ┘o¨e to a jud┯¨e‶t. No dou┗t らe haよe to DP
the¨. But hoら らe do it, らhe‶ らe do it—that’s ouっ de┘isio‶, ‶ot the Noっteños.

I alらaわs tっわ to talk らith っespe┘t, i‶ the stっeets a‶d i‶ pっiso‶. But I’よe also
alらaわs ┗ee‶ the ki‶d o┮ dude らho らill ┘he┘k a ┗ullわ i‶ a ¨i‶ute. A‶d I did‶’t
like the Noっteño shot-┘alleっ ┯iよi‶┯ us a‶ ulti¨atu¨. Be┮oっe Ro¨eo eよe‶
ン‶ished talki‶┯, I ju¨ped i‶to the ┘o‶よeっsatio‶.

嘗Che┘k this out, ¨a‶. Fiっst o┮ all, らe u‶deっsta‶d that わou ┮eel that so¨e┗odわ
disっespe┘ted わou. But ‶oら わou’っe telli‶┯ us らhat the ┮u┘k to do. 8ou’っe telli‶┯ us
らe ┯otta っoll up ouっ people. Do‶’t っo┭ody outside ouっ っa┘e tell us らhat to do.奨

He’s staっi‶┯ haっd at ¨e—I ┮eel his e‶eっ┯わ. I k‶oら this ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ is っeぅer
┯o‶‶a ┗a┘k doら‶.

嘗2e k‶oら わou ┯uわs ai‶’t ‶o pu‶ks,奨 I tell hi¨, 嘗┗ut らe ai‶’t ‶o pu‶ks,
eitheっ. 2e k‶oら the pっiso‶ politi┘s just like わou k‶oら the pっiso‶ politi┘s. 2e
de┘ide hoら to DP ouっ oら‶—奨

He ┘uts ¨e oリ. 嘗No, theわ ╅ot to ┯o.奨
Noら I’¨ ┯etti‶┯ heated.
嘗8ou らa‶t so¨eo‶e っolled oリ this ┮u┘ki‶┯ わaっd? Hoら ’┗out this the‶? 8ou

らa‶‶a ┯et doら‶ らith o‶e o┮ the¨? Plai‶ a‶d si¨ple, わou ┯et doら‶ らith o‶e o┮
the¨ a‶d loseっ ┯ets っolled oリ this わaっd?奨

His lieute‶a‶t to the side o┮ hi¨ lea‶s i‶ ┘lose, saわi‶┯, 嘗Bi┯ ho¨ie, I’ll ン┯ht
らhoeよeっ.奨

嘗Oh, he らa‶ts to take o‶ the ┘halle‶┯e? He らa‶ts to take o‶ わouっ ┮ade?奨 I
らalk oよeっ to the doっ¨s らheっe a ┘ouple o┮ these Co¨pto‶ Cっips らeっe at. 嘗8o, ┯et
the dooっs ope‶!奨 I’¨ telli‶┯ the poli┘e to let o‶e o┮ the Co¨pto‶ dudes out. But
theわ らo‶’t ope‶ the dooっs.

Nothi‶┯ ┯ot っesolよed i‶ that ¨eeti‶┯. Ho‶estlわ, all I did らas thっoら ¨oっe
┯asoli‶e o‶ the ンっe. But heっe’s the thi‶┯: theiっ shot-┘alleっ らas ┯iよi‶┯ us oっdeっs to
っoll up ouっ oら‶ people—a‶d わou ┘a‶’t let that pass i‶ pっiso‶. Neぅer. No っa┘e
┘a‶ tell a‶otheっ っa┘e hoら to dis┘ipli‶e its oら‶.



O‶┘e the ┯uaっds ┘o¨e aっou‶d to do the ┘ou‶t at 錆 p.¨., lo┘ki‶┯ us i‶ the
doっ¨s, it’s ンゎi‶┯ to ┯o doら‶. Eよeっわo‶e i‶ the e‶tiっe pっiso‶ k‶oらs this is a┗out
to ┯et u┯lわ. All te‶ doっ¨s haよe a ¨iゎtuっe o┮ Bla┘ks, らhites, a‶d Hispa‶i┘s, a‶d
theっe’s ‶o poli┘e i‶ theっe らith us at ‶i┯ht.

Those o┮ us らith the keわs to ouっ よaっious ┘aっs se‶d out the らoっd—does‶’t
¨atteっ i┮ わou’っe Cっip, Blood, oっ just a ┘iよilia‶.

I told ¨わ people: 嘗I┮ わou’っe Bla┘k, わou’っe ンゎi‶┯ to ┯et ha‶ds a‶d ┮eet put o‶
わou to‶i┯ht. Make suっe わou ┯et i‶to ┗ed らith わouっ ┗oots a‶d わouっ らei┯htli┮ti‶┯
┯loよes o‶. Get わou so¨e steel, a saっdi‶e ┘a‶, a shaっpe‶ed tooth┗っush—らhateよeっ
it is わou ‶eed to ┯o i‶to ┗attle.奨

2e o‶lわ had a┗out siゎ Hispa‶i┘s i‶ ¨わ doっ¨, a‶d らhe‶ theわ saら ¨e a‶d the
ho¨ies shaっpe‶i‶┯ ouっ shit, ┯etti‶┯ っeadわ ┮oっ らaっ, theわ all ┯っa┗┗ed theiっ
┗elo‶┯i‶┯s a‶d asked to ┗e let out o┮ the ┗uildi‶┯. This らas happe‶i‶┯ i‶ all the
doっ¨s; a‶わo‶e らho did‶’t らa‶t paっt o┮ the ン┯ht らas tっわi‶┯ to leaよe. The
ad¨i‶istっatio‶ らas letti‶┯ doze‶s o┮ dudes i‶to the pっo┯っa¨s oロ┘e ┮oっ theiっ
oら‶ sa┮etわ.

2he‶ it ┘o¨es to っa┘e らaっs i‶ pっiso‶, I’よe leaっ‶ed o‶e thi‶┯: size do‶’t ¨ea‶
shit. So¨e o┮ the ┗i┯┯est, ¨ea‶est-looki‶┯ dudes らill ┗e the ンっst to PC up—ask
┮oっ pっote┘tiよe ┘ustodわ. I‶ ┮a┘t, I look out the らi‶doら a‶d see this sa¨e siゎ-┮oot-
┮ouっ Co¨pto‶ Cっip らho i‶sti┯ated the らhole shit ┗わ らalki‶┯ thっou┯h the
Ci‶┘o de Maわo ┘o‶┘eっt, this ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ らho らas ┗i┯ a‶d stっo‶┯ e‶ou┯h to
s‶at┘h a‶ e‶┯i‶e out o┮ a ┘aっ, a‶d he’s らalki‶┯ a┘っoss the わaっd to the pっo┯っa¨s
oロ┘e to PC up. The sa¨e dude らho said, 嘗Fu┘k わ’all! This is Cっip!奨 did‶’t らa‶t
‶o paっt o┮ the dっa¨a a‶d asked ┮oっ ad-se┯, ad¨i‶istっatiよe se┯っe┯atio‶.

嘗Ai‶’t that so¨e shit?奨 I saわ to Ro¨eo.
The poli┘e do the ‶i‶e o’┘lo┘k ┘ou‶t. The‶, o‶┘e らe’っe all lo┘ked i‶ ┮oっ the

‶i┯ht, so¨e hoっっiン┘ shit ju¨ps oリ.
I¨¨ediatelわ, わou staっt heaっi‶┯ s┘っea¨s ┮っo¨ i‶side ‶eaっlわ eよeっわ doっ¨

┗uildi‶┯.
Susa‶よille’s lo┘ated i‶ a little よalleわ suっっou‶ded ┗わ ¨ou‶tai‶s a‶d all わou ┘a‶

heaっ is these e┘hoes o┮ s┘っea¨s っolli‶┯ thっou┯h. Guわs ┯etti‶┯ stu┘k i‶ the ┘hest
a‶d ┯ut. Guわs ┯etti‶┯ theiっ ┮a┘es a‶d thっoats slashed. The Noっteños k‶o┘ked out
o‶e Bla┘k dude, sto¨ped hi¨ u‶┘o‶s┘ious, the‶ theわ took a ┗っoke‶ ┗っoo¨sti┘k



a‶d used it like a speaっ. Stu┘k hi¨ thっou┯h his ┘hest all the らaわ thっou┯h his
┗a┘k. He ┯ot っa‶ thっou┯h like a shish ke┗a┗.

Outside theっe’s this らhite よa‶ らe ┘all the 嘗¨eat らa┯o‶,奨 taki‶┯ people out to
┯et e¨eっ┯e‶┘わ tっeat¨e‶t all ‶i┯ht. At least tらe‶tわ people らi‶d up ┯etti‶┯ take‶
aらaわ ┮oっ li┮e-thっeate‶i‶┯ らou‶ds. The dude that ┯ot i¨paled o‶ the ┗っoo¨sti┘k
had to ┗e aiっli┮ted oリ the わaっd ┗わ heli┘opteっ.

Poli┘e aっe stっea¨i‶┯ i‶ ┮っo¨ all ki‶ds o┮ otheっ わaっds, らeaっi‶┯ っiot ┯eaっ, usi‶┯
peppeっ spっaわ a‶d peっ┘ussio‶ ┗o¨┗s. Theわ ┘a‶’t ┘o‶tai‶ the らaっ, so theわ ¨ake
eよeっわ si‶┯le o‶e o┮ us ┯o outside, stっipped doら‶ to ouっ ┗oゎeっs. Theわ laわ us ヶat
o‶ ouっ sto¨a┘hs らith ouっ ha‶ds ┗ehi‶d ouっ ┗a┘ks a‶d zip ties o‶ ouっ らっists. It
┯ets so ┘old up theっe i‶ those ¨ou‶tai‶s that eよe‶ i‶ Maわ theっe’s s‶oら o‶ the
┯っou‶d—┮oっ houっs, らe’っe lわi‶┯ theっe ┮っeezi‶┯ ouっ asses oリ i‶ just ouっ ┗oゎeっs
u‶til the poli┘e っe┯ai‶ ┘o‶tっol o┮ the わaっd.

The Noっteños ┯ot the ┗etteっ o┮ us—i‶ teっ¨s o┮ ┘asualties. Theわ had the
‶u¨┗eっs o‶ the わaっd, a‶d theわ had the ¨oっe dis┘ipli‶ed oっ┯a‶izatio‶.

The saddest paっt らas k‶oらi‶┯ that lot o┮ Bla┘k dudes らho らeっe‶’t Cっips—
┯uわs らho らeっe‶’t eよe‶ ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯—┯ot sta┗┗ed up a‶d s┘aっっed ┮oっ li┮e. 2he‶
a らaっ like that ju¨ps oリ, わou’っe ‶ot o‶lわ ┯uiltわ ┗わ asso┘iatio‶, わou’っe ┯uiltわ
si¨plわ ┗わ っa┘e.

The ‶eゎt daわ the poli┘e lau‶┘hed a ¨ajoっ i‶よesti┯atio‶. It らe‶t up to the
hi┯hest leよels i‶ Sa┘っa¨e‶to. Theわ ¨oよed the Noっteño shot-┘alleっ oリ the わaっd.
Moよed a ┗u‶┘h o┮ Cっips, too. The らhole o┮ Susa‶よille staわed o‶ lo┘kdoら‶ ┮oっ
ンよe ¨o‶ths.

2e らeっe eati‶┯ i‶ ouっ doっ¨s eよeっわ daわ, ‶o っe┘ ti¨e, ‶o pっo┯っa¨s, ┘ould‶’t
hit the らei┯ht pile. A‶d eよeっわ┗odわ k‶eら the dっa¨a ┘ould ju¨p oリ a┯ai‶ at a‶わ
ti¨e.

The o‶e ┗っi┯ht spot らas a ┮eら ¨o‶ths ┗e┮oっe I’¨ s┘heduled to paっole out, I
┯et らoっd ┮っo¨ L.A. that I┘e’s de┗ut al┗u¨, Rhyょe Pays, dっopped—a‶d eよe‶
らithout っadio plaわ, it’s a hit. I┘e is putti‶┯ to┯etheっ a ‶eら ┘っeら ┘alled the Rhわ¨e
Sわ‶di┘ate a‶d he らa‶ts ¨e to ┗e a‶ i‶te┯っal paっt o┮ the tea¨—alo‶┯ らith Al P.,
Nat the Cat, Be┗op Bill, 0i┘, Sea‶ E. Sea‶, Sea‶ E. Ma┘. 2he‶ the ‶atio‶al
touっi‶┯ staっts i‶ ’捌捌, I┘e saわs he らa‶ts ¨e o‶sta┯e らith hi¨ at eよeっわ shoら.



ICE

I alらaわs pっo¨ised ¨わ ┮っie‶ds, 嘗I┮ I ┯et put o‶, I’ll ┘o¨e ┗a┘k a‶d put the っest o┮
わou o‶.奨 That らas っeallわ i¨poっta‶t to ¨e. Solidaっitわ. Loわaltわ.

Mわ philosophわ o┮ su┘┘ess has alらaわs ┗ee‶ this:
No ¨a‶ ┘a‶ ┗e ┯っeat aloっe.
8ou’っe o‶lわ ┯っeat らhe‶ otheっ ┯ood people hold わou i‶ hi┯h っe┯aっd.
2he‶ I si┯‶ed ¨わ deal らith Siっe a‶d ┘a¨e ┗a┘k to L.A., the ンっst thi‶┯ I

looked to do らas ┘っeate a ‶eら oっ┯a‶izatio‶. It らas paっtlわ to ┗っi‶┯ to┯etheっ
わou‶┯ tale‶ted MCs, DJs, a‶d pっodu┘eっs らho らeっe tっわi‶┯ to ┯et i‶to the ¨usi┘
┗usi‶ess. A‶d it らas paっtlわ ┮oっ ¨わ plaわeっ ┮っie‶ds like Spike. I k‶eら that lot o┮ ¨わ
dudes らho らeっe stっeet ┘っi¨i‶als had the tale‶t a‶d i‶telli┯e‶┘e to ┯et out o┮ the
┯a¨e. The o‶lわ thi‶┯ theわ la┘ked らas oppoっtu‶itわ.

2he‶ I らas i‶ Neら 8oっk Citわ a‶d hu‶┯ out らith the U‶iよeっsal Zulu Natio‶,
that spaっked the ┯eっ¨ o┮ a‶ idea i‶ ¨e. I liked hoら the Zulu Natio‶ had all these
diリeっe‶t っap ┯っoups らoっki‶┯ to┯etheっ u‶deっ o‶e allia‶┘e.

I らa‶ted to ┗っi‶┯ that te¨plate ┗a┘k to Los A‶┯eles. But I k‶eら L.A. らas
らaわ too ┯a‶┯steっ ┮oっ so¨ethi‶┯ as A┮っo┘e‶tっi┘ as the Zulu Natio‶. I┮ I らa‶ted to
┘っeate a ¨usi┘al allia‶┘e, I had to ┘っeate ¨わ oら‶ ╅aっ╅.

No, I らas‶’t tっわi‶┯ to i‶je┘t L.A. ┯a‶┯steっis¨ i‶to the ¨usi┘ ┗usi‶ess. Ba┘k
the‶, at the ti¨e o┮ ¨わ ンっst al┗u¨, the shit らas らaわ too っeal. Be┮oっe the tっu┘e i‶
擦錆錆札, ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯ らas pっettわ ¨u┘h 嘗o‶-si┯ht.奨 Mea‶i‶┯, i┮ わou ┯ot ┘au┯ht i‶
the らっo‶┯ pla┘e らeaっi‶┯ the らっo‶┯ ┘oloっ, theわ’d just shoot わou.

2he‶ I らas ンっst ┘o¨i‶┯ out as a っappeっ, it らas‶’t a s¨aっt ¨oよe—aっtisti┘allわ
oっ ┗usi‶essらise—to ┘lai¨ a set. 8eah, I’¨ ┮っie‶ds らith Rolli‶’ 皐撮s, ┗ut i┮ I staっt
┘lai¨i‶┯ 皐撮s pu┗li┘lわ, I i¨¨ediatelわ ┗e┘o¨e e‶e¨ies らith hal┮ the ‶i┯┯as i‶
L.A, わou k‶oら? 8eah, I’¨ ┮っie‶ds らith Haっle¨, ┗ut i┮ I staっt ┘lai¨i‶┯ Haっle¨,
I’よe i‶sta‶tlわ ┯ot pっo┗le¨s らith all o┮ Haっle¨’s e‶e¨ies.

I’¨ i‶ the pっo┘ess o┮ tっわi‶┯ to ┘ha‶┯e o┘┘upatio‶s, わou k‶oら? I’¨ tっわi‶┯ to
┯et out o┮ these stっeets a‶d i‶to e‶teっtai‶¨e‶t, so I’¨ ‶ot tっわi‶┯ to ┘lai¨ a set—
I’¨ tっわi‶┯ to ┘lai¨ the うhole o┮ the 2est Coast.



2hile I らas thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out staっti‶┯ this ‶eら oっ┯a‶izatio‶, I らas っeadi‶┯ a
┮eら ┗ooks a┗out the eaっlわ daわs o┮ the ¨o┗. I’d ┗ee‶ studわi‶┯ up o‶ Chaっles
嘗Lu┘kわ奨 Lu┘ia‶o a‶d hoら he ┘っeated the Co¨¨issio‶. It らas a らaわ o┮
oっ┯a‶izi‶┯ the ¨o┗ ┮a¨ilies ‶ot to kill ea┘h otheっ oよeっ pettわ ┗ullshit—to っesolよe
theiっ ┗ee┮s i‶ so¨e stっu┘tuっed らaわ らith ┮oっ¨al sit-doら‶s a‶d ┘eっtai‶ a┯っeed-
upo‶ っules.

A‶d ┗a┘k i‶ Lu┘ia‶o’s daわ, theわ used to っe┮eっ to the ¨o┗ as 嘗the Sわ‶di┘ate.奨
The deン‶itio‶ o┮ a sわ‶di┘ate is a ┯っoup o┮ i‶diよiduals ┘o¨┗i‶i‶┯ to pっo¨ote
so¨e ┘o¨¨o‶ ┯oal. This らas eゎa┘tlわ ¨わ theoっわ o┮ らhat らe had to do らith hip-
hop i‶ L.A. The Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate’s ┘o¨¨o‶ ┯oal らas ┮oっ all o┮ us to ┗e
su┘┘ess┮ul っappeっs. Noら, the keわ to a‶わ sわ‶di┘ate is this: No┗odわ ┘a‶ ┗e the
┗oss. All the diリeっe‶t ┯っoups haよe theiっ oら‶ ┗osses, ┗ut らe a┯っee to sit doら‶
a‶d talk ┗e┮oっe らe take ea┘h otheっ’s heads oリ.

Most o┮ ¨わ ┮っie‶ds ┮っo¨ L.A. aっe Cっips—¨ea‶i‶┯, like Spike, theわ ┯っeら up
i‶ Cっip ‶ei┯h┗oっhoods, ┗ut ¨わ ho¨ie Ra‶dわ Ma┘ is ┮っo¨ 0.N.G.—he’s 0a‶
Ness Ga‶┯steっ Bっi¨s. 2e’よe k‶oら‶ hi¨ si‶┘e he らas a kid a‶d that らas ‶eよeっ a‶
issue: Ra‶dわ Ma┘ らas still 擦撮撮 peっ┘e‶t Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate. 2e ¨ade it っeal ┘leaっ
—‶o ┗lue a‶d っed, ‶o ┘uz a‶d ┗lood, i‶ the っe┘oっdi‶┯ studio oっ o‶ touっ. No
┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯, peっiod—‶ot i┮ わou らa‶ted to ┗e doら‶ らith the Sわ‶di┘ate. To ¨e,
the Sわ‶di┘ate らas a┗out ┗uildi‶┯ uっity らith all o┮ L.A.’s dopest っappeっs, DJs,
a‶d pっodu┘eっs—っe┯aっdless o┮ らhat ‶ei┯h┗oっhoods theわ らeっe ┮っo¨.

I‶side the Sわ‶di┘ate, らe had a lot o┮ tale‶t. Eよil E, He‶ Gee, DJ Aladdi‶,
Eよeっlast, 2C, Do‶ald D, Toddわ Tee. Bわ 擦錆捌捌, A┮っika Isla¨ a‶d I had ┯otte‶ a
deal らith 2aっ‶eっ Bっos. to do a ┘o¨pilatio‶ al┗u¨ ┘alled Rhyょe Syっdi┮ate
Coょiっ’ Throu╅h. 2e had so¨e o┮ the ¨ost tale‶ted 2est Coast aっtists らith us,
like Loら Pっoンle—that’s 2C a‶d DJ Aladdi‶—as らell East Coast lわっi┘al ┗easts,
like Do‶ald D ┮っo¨ the Bっo‶ゎ a‶d Diよi‶e Stわleっ ┮っo¨ Bっooklわ‶.

A lot o┮ these aっtists らeっe alっeadわ the ン‶ished pっodu┘t. Maわ┗e theわ ‶eeded a
┗it o┮ ┯uida‶┘e a‶d ¨e‶toっi‶┯. Take Eよeっlast. 2he‶ he らas ┗っou┯ht to ¨e ┗わ
this ┯uわ Bilal Bashiっ, I thou┯ht Eよeっlast らas alっeadわ a ┯っeat っappeっ, ┗ut the
pっo┗le¨ らas he sou‶ded just like Raki¨. He らas this わou‶┯ ┘haっis¨ati┘ らhite
kid ┮っo¨ L.A. ┗ut he らas usi‶┯ Raki¨’s よoi┘e. I said, 嘗Dude, わou’っe dope—┗ut
わou’っe doi‶┯ Raki¨. All わou ‶eed to do is っap i‶ わouっ oら‶ よoi┘e.奨 O‶┘e he



staっted to っap as hi¨sel┮, it all ┮ell i‶to pla┘e—らe ┯ot hi¨ a deal らith 2aっ‶eっ
Bっos., a‶d lateっ o‶ he had a ¨o‶steっ ┘aっeeっ ┗oth らith House o┮ Pai‶ a‶d as a
solo aっtist. Sa¨e らith Do‶ald D a‶d Diよi‶e Stわleっ—I らas a┗le to ┯et the¨
si┯‶ed as solo aっtists as らell.

O‶ top o┮ these aっtists らho らeっe っeadわ o‶ daわ o‶e to staっt っe┘oっdi‶┯ a‶d
doi‶┯ shoらs, I had ¨わ stっeet dudes らaiti‶┯ i‶ the らi‶┯s. The ┘ats I’d ┗ee‶
hustli‶┯ らith らeっe all ea┯eっ to ┯et i‶to this ¨usi┘ ┯a¨e. Nat the Cat, Spike, Sea‶
E. Ma┘, theわ らeっe all staっti‶┯ to っap.

Eよeっわ┗odわ saら that hip-hop ┘ould ┗e a‶otheっ la‶e. See, that’s the ┘ool thi‶┯
a┗out ¨aki‶┯ the ¨usi┘ ┗usi‶ess わouっ le┯it ┘aっeeっ. It らas‶’t like, 嘗8o, I┘e le┮t the
┯a¨e to ┗e┘o¨e a ┮u┘ki‶┯ ar┮hite┮t.奨 I らas ┯etti‶┯ le┯it papeっ ┮っo¨ ¨usi┘, ┗ut I
らas still ha‶┯i‶┯ out i‶ the sa¨e ┘lu┗s as ┗e┮oっe, らeaっi‶┯ ヶわ jeらelっわ a‶d ┘lothes,
dっiよi‶┯ ┮oっei┯‶ らhips. It らas a shi┮t i‶ ┘aっeeっ, わes, ┗ut it らas‶’t a shi┮t i‶ li╄estyle.

Foっ so¨e o┮ ¨わ ┮っie‶ds I k‶eら this らas ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e a lo‶┯, sloら pっo┘ess o┮
aっtist deよelop¨e‶t, ┗ut I らas still tっわi‶┯ to ┗っi‶┯ eよeっわ┗odわ o‶┗oaっd らith ¨e.

I said it ┗est i‶ ¨わ so‶┯ 嘗Mi‶d oよeっ Matteっ奨:

I ょade a proょise
To ょy ┭rothers iっ street ┮riょe
We’d ╅et paid うith the use
O╄ a sうeet rhyょe

I‶ 擦錆捌鯖, I alっeadわ ┮elt like I らas ┘aっっわi‶┯ the らhole o┮ the 2est Coast o‶ ¨わ
shouldeっs, a‶d the‶, aっou‶d the ti¨e I らas putti‶┯ the Sわ‶di┘ate to┯etheっ, I ┯ot
a ┘all ┮っo¨ 2aっ‶eっ Bっos. aski‶┯ i┮ theわ ┘ould use ¨わ so‶┯ 嘗Sょueeze the Tっi┯┯eっ奨
┮oっ a ¨oよie De‶‶is Hoppeっ らas diっe┘ti‶┯ a┗out ┯a‶┯s i‶ L.A.

I k‶eら that i┮ theわ らa‶ted to use わouっ っe┘oっd i‶ a ¨oよie, わou ┘ould ask to see
a っou┯h ┘ut o┮ the ンl¨ ンっst. De‶‶is Hoppeっ らas a ┯っeat a┘toっ a‶d diっe┘toっ, ┗ut
らhe‶ I らat┘hed the ¨oよie, I らas like, Well, this shit is kiっd o╄ ╄ake, you kっoう?
The Meかi┮aっs aっd the Bla┮ks aiっ’t fi╅htiっ╅ ea┮h other like that. Not iっ the streets,
at least. Iっ the peっ, sure—that’s うhere shit ╅ets ra┮ial. But I ╅et it—the filょ うas
ori╅iっally supposed to ┭e set iっ Chi┮a╅o aっd it’s really told ╄roょ the ┮ops’
perspe┮tiぅe. Deっっis Hopper’s っot tryiっ╅ to ょake a do┮uょeっtary.



I asked the¨ i┮ theわ had a title so‶┯ わet a‶d theわ plaわed ¨e this ┮u‶k tっa┘k
theわ ┯ot ┮っo¨ Ri┘k Ja¨es. He’s si‶┯i‶┯ so¨e ┘っazわ-ass shit: 嘗Look at all these
┮olooooors!奨

嘗Hold up, らhat the ┮u┘k is this? That’s わouっ title so‶┯?奨 The tっa┘k had ‶o
┘o‶‶e┘tio‶ at all to the ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯ らoっld. Me a‶d Isla¨ らe‶t ┗a┘k i‶ the
studio. Ki‶┯ Su‶ had a dope so‶┯ out at the ti¨e ┘alled 嘗Mわtholo┯i┘al Rappeっ.奨
I loよed Ki‶┯ Su‶’s ┘ade‶┘e o‶ that っe┘oっd a‶d I used it as a‶ i‶spiっatio‶ ┮oっ ¨わ
ヶoら:

I aょ a っi╅htょare うalkiっ’
Psy┮hopath talkiっ’
Kiっ╅ o╄ ょy juっ╅le
Just a ╅aっ╅ster stalkiっ’

Eよe‶ thou┯h I ‶eよeっ ┗a‶┯ed ┮oっ a set, ┮っo¨ the ti¨e I staっted at Cっe‶shaら
Hi┯h, I u‶deっstood the ¨e‶talitわ. 2っiti‶┯ that lわっi┘, I tっied to su┗¨eっ┯e ¨わsel┮
i‶to the ¨i‶dset a‶d ¨otiよatio‶s o┮ a わou‶┯ dude らho’s ┗a‶┯i‶┯ ┮oっ his
‶ei┯h┗oっhood. Eよe‶ i┮ the ¨oよie らas‶’t a┘┘uっate a┗out L.A. ┯a‶┯ li┮e, I らa‶ted
the so‶┯ to ┗e tっuth┮ul.

Mわ so‶┯ is ¨oっe っealisti┘ tha‶ the ¨oよie. It holds up to this daわ. The よideo
staっted ┯etti‶┯ lots o┮ plaわ o‶ MT0—a┮teっ theわ talked ¨e i‶to addi‶┯ this
┘oっ‶わ-ass dis┘lai¨eっ. Theわ i‶teっ┘ut ¨e っappi‶┯ らith s┘e‶es o┮ Ro┗eっt Duよall
a‶d Sea‶ Pe‶‶ ┮っo¨ the ンl¨. The so‶┯ le┮t su┘h a stっo‶┯ i¨pっessio‶ that to this
daわ a lot o┮ people thi‶k I a┘ted i‶ the ¨oよie.

2e hit the っoad heaよilわ ┮oっ ¨ost o┮ 擦錆捌捌—theっe らeっe a ┘ouple o┮ ¨ajoっ hip-
hop touっs ┮eatuっi‶┯ all the hottest aっtists o┮ that わeaっ. I らas peっ┮oっ¨i‶┯ so‶┯s
┮っo¨ Rhyょe Pays, a‶d ¨わ se┘o‶d al┗u¨, Poうer, らas a┗out to dっop. 2e did the
Dope Ja¨ touっ i‶ the spっi‶┯ a‶d su¨¨eっ o┮ 擦錆捌捌—┗esides ¨e, it らas Biz
Maっkie, Boo┯ie Doら‶ Pっodu┘tio‶s, Dou┯ E. Fっesh, Kool Moe Dee, a‶d Eっi┘ B.
& Raki¨. The‶ stっai┯ht a┮teっ that らe did the Bっi‶┯ the Noise touっ らith Pu┗li┘
E‶e¨わ, N.2.A, a‶d EPMD.

嘗Coloっs奨 らas alらaわs ¨わ ope‶i‶┯ so‶┯. 2e’d staっt ¨わ shoらs らith a pっop
LAPD ┘っuiseっ o‶sta┯e a‶d I’d ┗e sta‶di‶┯ o‶ the っoo┮ o┮ the ┘op ┘aっ suっっou‶ded



┗わ the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate, all o┮ us thっoらi‶┯ ouっ ンsts i‶ the aiっ.
It らas duっi‶┯ those ’捌捌 touっs that らe saら the i¨pa┘t Colors らas haよi‶┯ a┘っoss

the ┘ou‶tっわ. This らas the ンっst i‶tっodu┘tio‶ to L.A. ┯a‶┯s ┮oっ a lot o┮ ¨iddle-
┘lass kids. O‶e ti¨e らe らeっe i‶ Te‶‶essee, a‶d this わou‶┯ らhite dude i‶ the
┘っoらd had o‶ a khaki shiっt that said 嘗Rolli‶’ 皐撮 Cっip—Coloっs.奨 I らas tっippi‶┯—
like, らhat the ┮u┘k does this kid k‶oら a┗out the Rolli‶’ 皐撮s? Not a da¨‶ thi‶┯.
But I っealized that to hi¨, it らas‶’t a real ‶ei┯h┗oっhood i‶ South Ce‶tっal that
dudes らeっe killi‶┯ a‶d dわi‶┯ ┮oっ—it らas just a ┘ool-sou‶di‶┯ aロliatio‶. No
diリeっe‶t tha‶ らeaっi‶┯ a shiっt that saわs 嘗Tea¨ Feっっaっi奨 oっ 嘗Oakla‶d Raideっs.奨
8ou’d see dudes i‶ Sai‶t Louis ┘lai¨i‶┯ theわ らeっe Hooよeっs oっ Piっus—haよi‶┯
zeっo idea these ┯a‶┯s aっe ‶a¨ed a┮teっ a┘tual stっeets i‶ Los A‶┯eles a‶d
Co¨pto‶.

Foっ ┯uわs like Spike a‶d Al P. a‶d ¨e—dudes らho ┯っeら up らith the li┮e-a‶d-
death っa¨iン┘atio‶s o┮ ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯ i‶ L.A.—to see hoら De‶‶is Hoppeっ’s
¨oよie a‶d ¨わ title so‶┯ had ¨ade ┯a‶┯s ki‶d o┮ ┘hi┘—I ¨ea‶, that らas a らeiっd
┮u┘ki‶┯ tっip. Mわ so‶┯ らas the opposite o┮ ┯la¨oっizatio‶: it らas a らaっ‶i‶┯, a
┘autio‶aっわ tale.

Death is ょy set, ╅uess ょy reli╅ioっ.
8ou ┘ould see the tっe‶d ┗uildi‶┯ ¨o¨e‶tu¨ duっi‶┯ those shoらs i‶ ’捌捌—this

¨わstiょue a┗out the ┯a‶┯s o┮ L.A. tou┘hi‶┯ so¨ethi‶┯ らith っe┗ellious らhite kids
all oよeっ the ┘ou‶tっわ. That sa¨e わeaっ, N.2.A dっopped Strai╅ht Outta Coょptoっ,
a‶d らhe‶ I┘e Cu┗e said the li‶e 嘗┮っo¨ the ╅aっ╅ ┘alled Ni┯┯as 2it Attitudes,奨
┗oo¨—sudde‶lわ the ¨edia had a ‶eら phっase to lat┘h o‶ to: 擦錆捌捌 らas the わeaっ
o┮ ╅aっ╅sta rap. N.2.A took it to stっatospheっi┘ hei┯hts, a‶d I らas du┗┗ed the
┯od┮atheっ o┮ the ¨oよe¨e‶t.

Those eaっlわ touっs らe did, I had a s¨all aっ¨わ o┮ ¨わ ho¨ies up o‶sta┯e. Like
ン┮tee‶ oっ tらe‶tわ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs らould hit the sta┯e らith ¨e. 2he‶ I peっ┮oっ¨ed
嘗Poらeっ,奨 I’d ┯o i‶to this ┗っeakdoら‶, i‶tっodu┘i‶┯ the ¨e¨┗eっs o┮ the Sわ‶di┘ate.

I’d alらaわs staっt ┗わ saわi‶┯, 嘗Giよe it up ┮oっ Spike—he just ┘a¨e ho¨e ┮っo¨ the
pe‶ite‶tiaっわ!奨

A‶d the‶, like a tっue plaわeっ, Spike らould ┯っa┗ his ¨o¨e‶t to shi‶e.



SPIKE

Duっi‶┯ I┘e’s shoらs, I らas alらaわs the ンっst ┯uわ out o‶sta┯e a‶d the last ┯uわ to
leaよe. A‶d duっi‶┯ 嘗Poらeっ,奨 I┘e had this skit ┮oっ ¨e. A┮teっ he’d saわ that I just ┯ot
out o┮ the pe‶ite‶tiaっわ, っi┯ht i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ the sta┯e, the spotli┯ht らould zeっo
i‶, all these dudes suっっou‶di‶┯ ¨e, I’d pose a ┗it, the‶ take ¨わ shiっt oリ a‶d
thっoら it i‶to the ┘っoらd. All that ti¨e o‶ the iっo‶ pile, all the te┘h‶iょues I’d
leaっ‶ed ┮っo¨ Ja¨o—shit, I らas ┗uilt like a little pit ┗ull. 2ithi‶ the Sわ‶di┘ate, I
らas k‶oら‶ as the らoっkout ki‶┯.

Eよil E is っo┘ki‶┯ the tuっ‶ta┗les a‶d らith that spotli┯ht o‶ ¨e, I dっop to the
ヶooっ a‶d ┗a‶┯ out tらe‶tわ-ンよe o‶e-aっ¨ push-ups. Real っapidlわ, like it ai‶’t
‶othi‶┯. Got these hu┯e っope ┘hai‶s a‶d ¨edallio‶s ha‶┯i‶┯ oリ ¨わ ‶e┘k,
ja‶┯li‶┯ eよeっわらheっe—the ┘っoらd らould ┯et ┗u┘k-らild.

I’d ju¨p ┗a┘k up a‶d らe had this ┘at Ba‶┯o ┮っo¨ Cleよela‶d らho’d ┗ee‶ a
ン┯hteっ, he’d staっt shadoら┗oゎi‶┯ at the otheっ e‶d o┮ the sta┯e, thっoらi‶┯ ┮ast
┘o¨┗i‶atio‶s. I┘e has this ‶atuっal i‶sti‶┘t ┮oっ shoら¨a‶ship. Duっi‶┯ that
嘗Poらeっ奨 ┗っeakdoら‶, theっe らas this leよel o┮ e‶eっ┯わ わou ┘ould ┮eel suっ┯i‶┯
thっou┯h the ┘っoらd. It らas i‶te‶se, ¨a‶.

Mわ li┮e had do‶e a ┘o¨plete 擦捌撮 i‶ a ┮eら らeeks. I paっoled out o┮ Susa‶よille i‶
De┘e¨┗eっ o┮ 擦錆捌鯖, a‶d just like that I┘e s┘oops ¨e up a‶d I’¨ paっt o┮ the
Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate—I’¨ i‶ the ¨iゎ らith the らhole posse o‶ the touっ ┗us.

I らe‶t stっai┯ht ┮っo¨ that っa┘e らaっ a‶d ンよe ¨o‶ths o┮ ┮u┘ki‶┯ lo┘kdoら‶ at
Susa‶よille to sudde‶lわ tっaよeli‶┯ all oよeっ the ┘ou‶tっわ, peっ┮oっ¨i‶┯ i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ te‶s
o┮ thousa‶ds o┮ ┮a‶s, ha‶┯i‶┯ out ┗a┘ksta┯e らith the ┗i┯┯est っap staっs i‶ the
┗usi‶ess.

I‶ 擦錆捌捌, らe did so¨e ¨ajoっ touっs. Fiっst らas the Dope Ja¨, the‶ Bっi‶┯ the
Noise. 2e’d alらaわs ope‶ up らith 嘗Coloっs.奨 2e’d haよe that LAPD patっol ┘aっ a‶d
I’d post up o‶ o‶e side o┮ the sta┯e ┗わ a hu┯e speakeっ, a‶d Bっo‶ゎ Stわle Bo┗
らould ┗e o‶ the otheっ side o┮ ¨e. I‶ the ¨iddle o┮ the sta┯e らas Do‶ald D a‶d
A┮っika Isla¨, a‶d ┮っo‶t a‶d ┘e‶teっ—sta‶di‶┯ o‶ top o┮ the ┘op ┘aっ—らas I┘e.

The ╅aっ╅s o╄ L.A. うill っeぅer die—



Just ょultiply!

I┘e i‶tっodu┘ed us to the らhole hip-hop らoっld. A‶d the ¨oっe ti¨e I spe‶t
ha‶┯i‶┯ out らith these aっtists, talki‶┯ to the ┯uわs i‶ N.2.A a‶d Pu┗li┘ E‶e¨わ,
the ¨oっe I らa‶ted to ┗e i‶ that らoっld ¨わsel┮. Just seei‶┯ I┘e a┘hieよe that leよel o┮
su┘┘ess—┮っo¨ ┗ashi‶┯ jeらel ┘ases らith ¨e, ¨aki‶┯ ┯etaらaわs o‶ ¨otoっ┘わ┘les,
‶oら he’s pa┘ki‶┯ aっe‶as らith ┮a‶s らho k‶oら eよeっわ らoっd to eよeっわ o‶e o┮ his
っhわ¨es, らeaっi‶┯ T-shiっts らith his ┮a┘e o‶ the¨, らaiti‶┯ ┮oっ hi¨ to si┯‶ his ‶a¨e
らith a Shaっpie.

I staっted i¨¨ediatelわ pっa┘ti┘i‶┯ ¨わ oら‶ っhわ¨es. I┘e らas e‶┘ouっa┯i‶┯ all o┮
us: Nat the Cat, Sea‶ E. Ma┘, ¨e, a‶わo‶e らho ┮elt theわ ┘ould ヶoら, he’d saわ,
嘗Staっt ┯etti‶┯ わouっ shit to┯etheっ,奨 らe ┘ould peっ┮oっ¨ as ope‶i‶┯ a┘ts, ┗e┯i‶
っe┘oっdi‶┯ ouっ little de¨os.

Bei‶┯ that ┘lose to the a┘tio‶, っi┯ht theっe o‶sta┯e i‶ these ┗i┯ aっe‶as, I staっted
to see a っeal possi┗ilitわ ┮oっ a ┘aっeeっ i‶ ¨usi┘. Did‶’t see¨ like a らild ┮u┘ki‶┯
dっea¨. I k‶eら I ┘ould do ¨oっe tha‶ just ┗a‶┯ out o‶e-aっ¨ push-ups o‶sta┯e.

Oっi┯i‶allわ, Nat the Cat a‶d ¨e らeっe ┯oi‶┯ to ┮oっ¨ a ┯っoup—the pla‶ らas ┮oっ
us to っe┘oっd to┯etheっ as a duo. Nat alっeadわ had this i‶tっi┘ate ヶoら—supeっ┮ast,
らith all ki‶ds o┮ to‶┯ue tらisteっs—らaわ ahead o┮ his ti¨e. He’d alっeadわ っe┘oっded a
┮eら so‶┯s as a soloist らith the Sわ‶di┘ate. 2e らeっe staっti‶┯ to らっite っhわ¨es
to┯etheっ. I had‶’t ┮ou‶d ¨わ oら‶ よoi┘e わet, ┗ut I らas tっわi‶┯ to leaっ‶ the ┘っa┮t.
2ith the ¨o‶eわ ┮っo¨ a jeらel li┘k I hit, Nat the Cat a‶d I ┗ou┯ht so¨e
っe┘oっdi‶┯ eょuip¨e‶t to set up ouっ oら‶ ho¨e studio.

See, I らas still stっaddli‶┯ the ┮e‶┘e ¨ajoっlわ. I らas ┗ou‶┘i‶┯ ┗a┘k a‶d ┮oっth
┗etらee‶ these tらo らoっlds: ┘っi¨e a‶d e‶teっtai‶¨e‶t. 2he‶ I’d ┗e out o‶ touっ
らith I┘e, I らas stっi┘tlわ a┗out the ¨usi┘. I┮ らe’d ┗e i‶ Detっoit, Sai‶t Louis,
Me¨phis, Neら 8oっk—らheっeよeっ らe had a shoら—I らas‶’t out theっe looki‶┯ ┮oっ
jeらelっわ stoっes to hit. I らas stっi┘tlわ ┮o┘usi‶┯ o‶ らhat ‶eeded to ┗e do‶e ┮oっ I┘e
a‶d the Sわ‶di┘ate. A┮teっ the shoらs, らe’d haよe paっties らith all ki‶ds o┮ ┯iっls up i‶
the hotel っoo¨, ha‶┯i‶┯ out らith the ┯uわs ┮っo¨ N.2.A. Those らeっe so¨e o┮ the
┗est ti¨es.

But らhe‶ らe ┯ot ┗a┘k to L.A., si‶┘e ¨usi┘ らas‶’t ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ ¨e a paわ┘he┘k,
I’d ┯o stっai┯ht ┗a┘k to hitti‶┯ li┘ks. I had le┯it optio‶s shapi‶┯ up っi┯ht i‶ ┮っo‶t



o┮ ¨e, ┗ut I らas just too i¨patie‶t. I┮ わou’っe ┘o‶ditio‶ed to っo┗┗i‶┯, steali‶┯,
taki‶┯, hustli‶┯—that’s らhat わou k‶oら hoら to do. Does‶’t ¨ea‶ っo┗┗eっわ らas
all I らas ┘apa┗le o┮ doi‶┯, ┗ut I らas so ┘o¨¨itted a‶d tuっ‶ed out to the stっeet
li┮e, I らas‶’t っeadわ to leaよe it ┗ehi‶d.

It’s like the ┗ook o┮ Pっoよeっ┗s saわs, 嘗A do┯ っetuっ‶s to its oら‶ よo¨it.奨 I┮
‶e┯atiよitわ is らhat わou’っe ¨ost ┮a¨iliaっ らith, that’s らhat わou’ll ┯o ┗a┘k to ti¨e
a‶d a┯ai‶.

I よieらed ┗ei‶┯ a jeらel thie┮ as ¨わ daわ jo┗.
Bei‶┯ a plaわeっ らas ¨わ ┮ull-ti¨e ┘aっeeっ.
2he‶ I┘e らould ┘all to take ¨e o‶ touっ らith the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate, it らas

like I らas ¨oo‶li┯hti‶┯ ┮っo¨ the ┯a¨e.



CHAPTER 5

HIGH ROLLERS

Best ┭elieぅe the ╅ats iっ ょy proょo shots aiっ’t props
—ICE, 実MAKE THE LOOT LOOP蔀

ICE

I‶ 擦錆捌錆, A┮っika Isla¨ a‶d I ope‶ed up this ┘lu┗ ┘alled U‶ited Natio‶s i‶
Hollわらood, っi┯ht a┘っoss ┮っo¨ Gっau¨a‶’s Chi‶ese Theatっe. It らas the ンっst ┘っoss-
plat┮oっ¨ ┘lu┗ i‶ L.A.: らe had ¨ultiple ヶooっs, a‶d DJs plaわi‶┯ hip-hop, っe┯┯ae,
a‶d te┘h‶o. The hip-hop っoo¨ らas the ┗i┯┯est, ┗ut らe had all らalks o┮ li┮e i‶
theっe. 8ou ┘ould just よi┗e oリ らhateよeっ ¨usi┘ わou らa‶ted to. A‶d I らas usi‶┯
that ┘lu┗ to ┯iよe all the dudes oppoっtu‶ities—i┮ theわ らa‶ted to take a shot at
┗ei‶┯ っappeっs, theわ ┘ould ┯et o‶sta┯e a‶d peっ┮oっ¨ tらo oっ thっee so‶┯s as ope‶i‶┯
a┘ts. Theわ ┘ould also らoっk as se┘uっitわ. I らas tっわi‶┯ to ┯iよe the¨ a‶otheっ らaわ to
hustle, ¨ake so¨e le┯it papeっ.

It らas at U‶ited Natio‶s that I had this talk らith all o┮ the¨—all the dudes
らithi‶ the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate らho’d ┗ee‶ i‶ the stっeets らith ¨e. Theわ had these
┘usto¨ized ja┘kets ¨ade up—┗la┘k silk らith ┯old e¨┗っoideっわ: 嘗Old Cっi¨e
Cっeら.奨 Theわ ┘a¨e up らith that idea. Like, 嘗2e’っe I┘e’s ┯uわs ┮っo¨ that pっeよious
phase o┮ his li┮e.奨 I ¨ea‶, ┗e┮oっe I de┘ided to ┯o le┯it らith the ¨usi┘ ┗usi‶ess, らe
らeっe si¨plわ the Cっi¨e Cっeら. Nothi‶┯ 嘗old奨 a┗out it.

I had aっtists i‶ the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate like Do‶ald D a‶d Eよeっlast らho らeっe
stっai┯ht-up MCs, ‶ot hustleっs, ┗ut the‶ I had dudes like Spike, Nat the Cat,



Sea‶ E. Sea‶, Al Patっo¨e—all o┮ the¨ had ┗ee‶ paっt o┮ ¨わ ┘っi¨i‶al li┮e, so theわ
had a ┘liょue らithi‶ the ┘liょue.

Eよeっわo‶e っe¨e¨┗eっs this ┘o‶よeっsatio‶ ‶oら as this tuっ‶i‶┯-poi‶t ¨o¨e‶t
らheっe I ┗asi┘allわ ¨ade it ┘leaっ that I らas out o┮ the ┯a¨e. At the ti¨e, I did‶’t
pla‶ to ¨ake so¨e ki‶d o┮ a‶‶ou‶┘e¨e‶t—らe らeっe just haよi‶┯ a ¨eeti‶┯
a┗out Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate ┗usi‶ess a‶d the opeっatio‶ o┮ the ┘lu┗ a‶d I told
eよeっわ┗odわ らhat ¨わ ¨i‶dset らas.

It らas‶’t so¨ethi‶┯ I’d de┘ided oよeっ‶i┯ht. It らas a pっo┯っessio‶, a seっies o┮
steps that led up to that de┘isio‶. Fっo¨ the ti¨e I ¨ade ¨わ ンっst っe┘oっdi‶┯ i‶
擦錆捌3, I らas alっeadわ telli‶┯ ┘ats like Spike, 嘗Nah, I ai‶’t hitti‶┯ that li┘k.奨 I らas
alっeadわ slidi‶┯ aらaわ ┮っo¨ it. The‶, a┮teっ ‶eaっlわ losi‶┯ ¨わ li┮e i‶ the ┘aっ ┘っash, I
っeallわ ┘ould‶’t do li┘ks the らaわ らe used to, っu‶‶i‶┯ ┮ull spっi‶ts a‶d doi‶┯
o┗sta┘le-┘ouっse-tわpe ┯etaらaわs. But I still had the sli┘k ¨e‶talitわ o┮ a hustleっ.

Foっ a らhile, I did tっわ to haよe it ┗oth らaわs—keep o‶e ┮oot i‶ the
e‶teっtai‶¨e‶t ┗usi‶ess a‶d o‶e i‶ the ┘っi¨i‶al li┮e. But theっe らas this o‶e daわ
らhe‶ I らe‶t out to steal a paっt ┮oっ ¨わ Poっs┘he—that らas らhe‶ I っealized that I
らas doっe. I らas ン‶ished ┗っeaki‶┯ the laら.

I ‶eeded a paっt ┮oっ ¨わ ┘aっ’s ┘o‶よeっti┗le っoo┮ ¨e┘ha‶is¨. It o‶lわ ┘ost a┗out
ンよe hu‶dっed ┗u┘ks ┗ut—stっeet hustleっ’s ¨e‶talitわ—I did‶’t らa‶t to ┮u┘ki‶┯
paわ ┮oっ it. So¨e o┮ ¨わ ho¨ies had stole‶ a Poっs┘he a‶d theわ らeっe supposed to
┗っi‶┯ ¨e the paっt, ┗ut it らas taki‶┯ too ┮u┘ki‶┯ lo‶┯. Fi‶allわ, I said, 嘗8o, tell ¨e
らheっe the ┗oosted Poっs┘he is paっked a‶d I’ll ┯o steal the paっt ¨わsel┮.奨

I らe‶t o‶ this solo ¨issio‶. The ┘aっ らas i‶ the paっki‶┯ stっu┘tuっe o┮ a‶
apaっt¨e‶t ┗uildi‶┯. It had a ┘a‶よas taっp oよeっ it. I ┯ot the っat┘het i‶ ¨わ
らaist┗a‶d a‶d I らas ┮o┘used.

I ¨ake a ┗eeli‶e stっai┯ht ┮oっ the Poっs┘he, peel oリ the ┘a‶よas taっp, pull ¨わ
っat┘het out, a‶d sudde‶lわ I heaっ s┘っea¨i‶┯. I らhiっl aっou‶d a‶d theっe’s a ┗u‶┘h
o┮ kids poi‶ti‶┯ at ¨e ┮っo¨ the apaっt¨e‶t ┗uildi‶┯, shouti‶┯ so ┮u┘ki‶┯ loud it
staっtled ¨e. A ┮eら aっe ┘o¨i‶┯ outside, っu‶‶i‶┯ toらaっd ¨e. Mわ ンっst thou┯ht is
that theわ spotted ¨e, so¨eo‶e’s a┗out ┘all the ┘ops, a‶d I ‶eed to ┯et the ┮u┘k
out o┮ theっe. But as theわ っu‶ up ┘loseっ, I see papeっ a‶d pe‶s i‶ theiっ ha‶ds.

嘗I┘e-T! I┘e-T!奨
Auto╅raphs.



嘗8o, si┯‶ this, I┘e!奨
I had the っat┘het i‶ ¨わ ha‶d, I らas‶’t eよe‶ thiっkiっ╅ o┮ ¨わsel┮ as the っappeっ

I┘e-T—I らas ┗a┘k i‶ the zo‶e o┮ ¨わ ┘っi¨i‶al peっso‶a, Cっazわ Tっaわ.
A┮teっ I っeleased ¨わ ンっst al┗u¨, Rhyょe Pays, ¨わ ┮a┘e らas っe┘o┯‶iza┗le

e‶ou┯h that so¨e┗odわ had spotted ¨e li┮ti‶┯ the taっp just as I pulled out ¨わ
っat┘het. Noら I’¨ i‶side this Poっs┘he o‶ the よeっ┯e o┮ steali‶┯ this paっt—┘old
┗usted—a‶d I just plaわ it ┘ool, like: 嘗2hat’s up, lil’ ho¨ie? 2a‶t ¨e to si┯‶
that?奨

Be┮oっe I ┘ould eよe‶ ┗li‶k, a ┗u‶┘h o┮ theiっ paっe‶ts aっe っu‶‶i‶┯ outside. A‶d
theわ all らa‶t auto┯っaphs, too. No┗odわ suspe┘ted I’d ┗ee‶ i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ tっわi‶┯
to っip oリ a ┘aっ paっt. I ┯uess all the っeside‶ts o┮ the ┗uildi‶┯ ‶atuっallわ assu¨ed it
らas ¨わ oら‶ Poっs┘he.

I っealized, I ┮aっ’t do this aっyょore. I’ょ too ╄aょous to steal.
O‶e thi‶┯ a ┘っi¨i‶al has to his adよa‶ta┯e is a‶o‶わ¨itわ. I‶┮a¨わ does っot ┯o

ha‶d i‶ ha‶d らith ┮a¨e. Theわ’っe tらo polaっ-opposite thi‶┯s. 8ou っeallわ ┘a‶‶ot
┗e a su┘┘ess┮ul aっd ┮a¨ous ┘っi¨i‶al. It’s the doら‶┮all ┮oっ ¨o┗ ┯uわs like Al
Capo‶e oっ Joh‶ Gotti: theわ らa‶t to ┗e┘o¨e ┮a¨ous, o‶ the ┘oよeっs o┮ ¨a┯azi‶es;
っeal haっd-┘oっe ┯a‶┯steっs k‶oら that theiっ pla┘e is supposed to ┗e i‶ the shadoらs.

I┮ people k‶oら わouっ っeal ‶a¨e, i┮ theわ k‶oら わouっ ┮a┘e a‶d らheっea┗outs, わou
┘a‶’t do diっt a‶d the‶ slide ┗a┘k i‶to the ┘っeよasses o┮ a‶o‶わ¨itわ. I ┘ould‶’t keep
┯oi‶┯ o‶ li┘ks らhe‶ I had ¨わ ┮a┘e o‶ al┗u¨s i‶ stoっes, らith よideos o‶ T0, らith
¨わ ‶a¨e o‶ posteっs all oよeっ the ┘ou‶tっわ—that らould haよe ┗ee‶ ┮u┘ki‶┯
ludi┘っous.

I┮ the ┘ops らeっe looki‶┯ to ン‶d ¨e, theわ らould‶’t haよe to do a ┗u‶┘h o┮
le┯らoっk. All theわ’d haよe to do is look at so¨e ヶわeっ: 嘗Theっe’s I┘e-T—he’s ┯oi‶┯
to ┗e peっ┮oっ¨i‶┯ o‶ Satuっdaわ ‶i┯ht at the Joe Louis Aっe‶a i‶ Detっoit.奨

2he‶ らe らeっe haよi‶┯ this ┗usi‶ess ¨eeti‶┯ at U‶ited Natio‶s, I told the¨,
┗asi┘allわ, 嘗I’¨ out.奨 Noら that I had a little tou┘h o┮ ┮a¨e, a ┗it o┮ a pu┗li┘ i¨a┯e
—らhateよeっ わou らa‶t to ┘all it—I ┘ould‶’t ┗e doi‶┯ the thi‶┯s I used to do らith
the¨. I did‶’t ¨ake it supeっ eゎpli┘it. Did‶’t haよe to. Theわ all k‶eら らhat I らas
talki‶┯ a┗out らithout ¨e spelli‶┯ it out.

The ┗i┯┯eっ poi‶t I らas ¨aki‶┯ らas‶’t just talki‶┯ a┗out ¨わ ┗ehaよioっ. It らas
a┗out the っisks o┮ iっ╄orょatioっ.



嘗8’all ┘a‶’t saわ ‶othi‶’ to ¨e oっ aっou‶d ¨e that I do‶’t ‶eed to heaっ. 8’all
┯otta pっete‶d eよeっわ ┘o‶よeっsatio‶ わou haよe らith ¨e is ┗u┯┯ed. A‶わ o┮ the outside
shit わou’っe doi‶┯, do‶’t talk a┗out it aっou‶d ¨e. Be┘ause i┮ the ┮eds eよeっ ask ¨e
so¨ethi‶┯, I らa‶t to ┗e a┗le to pass a polわ┯っaph, わou di┯?奨

I looked aっou‶d the っoo¨ at all these dudes I’d do‶e ┘っi¨es らith—Spike, Nat
the Cat, Al Patっo¨e, Sea‶ E. Sea‶, Sea‶ E. Ma┘.

嘗It’s all loよe,奨 I said. 嘗I’¨ ‶ot tっわi‶┯ to tell わ’all hoら to ha‶dle わouっ ┗usi‶ess,
I’¨ just telli‶┯ わou hoら I’¨ a┗out to ha‶dle ょiっe.奨

I ¨ade ¨わ state¨e‶t a‶d a ┮eら o┮ the¨ said, 嘗Okaわ.奨 A ┮eら said, 嘗I heaっ わou,
I┘e.奨 No┗odわ ┘ould ┮eel like I らas selli‶┯ out, ┗e┘ause theわ all k‶eら I らas‶’t
¨aki‶┯ the ki‶d o┮ ¨o‶eわ っappi‶┯ I used to ¨ake i‶ the stっeets. I‶ ┮a┘t, ┗わ
らalki‶┯ aらaわ ┮っo¨ the ┯a¨e, ┮oっ the ンっst tらo わeaっs I らas pっettわ ¨u┘h ┗っoke,
thou┯h I still dっessed ヶわ, still had ¨わ jeらelっわ a‶d ¨わ Poっs┘he, still ┘aっっied ¨わsel┮
like a plaわeっ.

But ¨わ ┘aっeeっ らas ┗uildi‶┯ a little ¨o¨e‶tu¨: I らas doi‶┯ shoらs, selli‶┯
so¨e っe┘oっds, ┯etti‶┯ le┯it ¨o‶eわ. I k‶eら that ┮oっ a dude like Spike, らho ┘ould
hit a jeらelっわ li┘k ┮oっ a ┮eら hu‶dっed ┯っa‶d, that te¨ptatio‶ らas‶’t ┯oi‶┯ to
sudde‶lわ disappeaっ.

2he‶ わou staっt to ┘o¨e up i‶ the ¨usi┘ ┗usi‶ess, わou haよe a ┯っoup o┮ people
aっou‶d わou that aっe tale‶ted a‶d わou’っe tっわi‶┯ to help the¨ ┗っeak. As ti¨e らe‶t
o‶, I っealized hoら haっd a path it is to ┮olloら. Su┘┘ess i‶ the e‶teっtai‶¨e‶t
i‶dustっわ is‶’t ┗ased o‶ tale‶t oっ haっd らoっk. It takes ┗oth, ┗ut also a lot o┮ it is
ti¨i‶┯ a‶d lu┘k—si¨plわ ┗ei‶┯ i‶ the っi┯ht pla┘e at the っi┯ht ti¨e.

A lot o┮ it らas diロ┘ult—psわ┘holo┯i┘allわ. It っeょuiっed a ki‶d o┮ ¨e‶tal っeset,
┘o¨i‶┯ ┮っo¨ the ┮っeeらheeli‶┯ li┮e o┮ a plaわeっ. 8ou らa‶t to ┗e a っe┘oっdi‶┯ aっtist
oっ a‶ a┘toっ? 2ell, わou’よe ┯ot to ┗e a┗le to hit わouっ ¨aっks. 8ou’よe ┯ot to ┗e o‶
ti¨e. 8ou’よe ┯ot to do わouっ i‶teっよieらs. I ¨ea‶, people see the ┯la¨ouっ, ┗ut
わou’っe i‶ shoら ┭usiっess—a‶d it っeょuiっes わou to do a lot o┮ thi‶┯s i‶ a
┗usi‶esslike ¨a‶‶eっ.

A plaわeっ opeっates o‶ his oら‶ ┘lo┘k. I k‶eら a lot o┮ ¨わ ┮っie‶ds ¨i┯ht ‶ot ┗e
a┗le to pull it oリ. So¨e o┮ the¨ liked to ┯et hi┯h, theわ liked to paっtわ till daら‶.
Theわ da¨‶ suっe did‶’t like to take oっdeっs.



A lot o┮ the eaっlわ touっs I らe‶t o‶, I did‶’t ¨ake a dollaっ ┗e┘ause I ┗uっ‶ed up
all ¨わ ¨o‶eわ ┗わ ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ the¨ alo‶┯, putti‶┯ the¨ o‶sta┯e. So¨e o┮ the¨, like
Nat the Cat, らeっe alっeadわ っe┘oっdi‶┯ らith ¨e, ┗ut ‶o‶e o┮ the¨ had ┮a‶ ┗ases
わet.

Re¨e¨┗eっ, duっi‶┯ this eっa i‶ hip-hop, ‶o o‶e っeallわ k‶eら hoら lo‶┯ a っu‶ らe
らeっe ┯oi‶┯ to haよe. It らas‶’t this esta┗lished ┗illio‶-dollaっ i‶dustっわ, so I’¨ suっe
so¨e o┮ ¨わ ┮っie‶ds らeっe thi‶ki‶┯, Well, I┮e is ょakiっ╅ this ょusi┮ ょoっey っoう, ┭ut
it ょi╅ht last a year or tうo, aっd theっ he’ll ┭e ┭a┮k iっ the streets.

Beわo‶d ¨わ a┘┘epti‶┯ the ┮a┘t that i‶┮a¨わ a‶d ┮a¨e do‶’t ┯o ha‶d i‶ ha‶d,
theっe らas a‶otheっ thou┯ht i‶ ¨わ ┗っai‶. I っe¨e¨┗eっed ¨わ ┮atheっ used to tell ¨e
that らhateよeっ わou ┘hoose to do, ┗e a pっo┮essio‶al.

I took that to ¨ea‶, i┮ わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e i‶ the u‶deっらoっld, the‶ do that.
Full-ti¨e. Pっo┮essio‶allわ. That’s わouっ ┘aっeeっ: わou’っe a plaわeっ, a hustleっ, a thie┮.
O‶ the otheっ ha‶d, i┮ わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e a sょuaっe a‶d らoっk a le┯it jo┗, the‶
that’s らhat わou do. Eitheっ らaわ, ┯o all i‶. Do‶’t stっaddle the ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┮e‶┘e. That’s
hoら わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┯o u‶deっ.

O┮ ┘ouっse, I had‶’t stopped っepっese‶ti‶┯ the ┘っi¨i‶al li┮estわle i‶ ¨わ ¨usi┘. Eよeっ
si‶┘e 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’ 奨 I’d ┗ee‶ っe┘oっdi‶┯ らhat I ┘alled 嘗っealitわ っap奨—‶o o‶e
らas usi‶┯ that teっ¨ ╅aっ╅sta rap わet. It らas‶’t っealitわ ┮oっ eよeっわo‶e; it らas
っeヶe┘ti‶┯ the liよes o┮ ¨e a‶d ¨わ ho¨e┗oわs i‶ South Ce‶tっal.

I ¨ade a ┘o‶s┘ious de┘isio‶ to shoら ┗oth the A side a‶d the B side o┮ the
┯a¨e. That’s the i‶ヶue‶┘e o┮ っeadi‶┯ I┘e┗eっ┯ Sli¨’s ┗ooks. Suっe, I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ to
shoら わou the ┯la¨ouっ a‶d ┮ast ¨o‶eわ that e‶ti┘e ┘ats to らa‶t to ┗e plaわeっs, ┗ut
also hoら theわ e‶d up ┯etti‶┯ shot, oよeっdosi‶┯, doi‶┯ li┮e i‶ pっiso‶. Theっe aっe ‶o
su┘┘ess stoっies a¨o‶┯ ┯a‶┯steっs a‶d plaわeっs u‶less, like ¨e, theわ ¨a‶a┯e to ┯et
out i‶ ti¨e. No o‶e’s i‶よi‶┘i┗le. 8ou staわ i‶ the ┯a¨e lo‶┯ e‶ou┯h a‶d わou うill
┯o to pっiso‶ oっ ┯et killed.

Eよe‶ thou┯h I らas‶’t out theっe ┗っeaki‶┯ the laら a‶わ¨oっe, i┮ わou らat┘h so¨e
o┮ ¨わ eaっliest よideos, わou’ll see so¨e autheっti┮ plaわeっs. Nothi‶┯ sta┯ed a┗out it.
It’s al¨ost like do┘u¨e‶taっわ ┮oota┯e o┮ the ┘っi¨i‶al li┮e.



The ┗est eゎa¨ple o┮ that is the よideo らe shot ┮oっ 嘗Hi┯h Rolleっs奨 ┮っo¨ ¨わ
se┘o‶d al┗u¨, Poうer, i‶ 擦錆捌捌.

Speed o╄ li╄e: ╄ast
It’s like うalkiっ╅ ┭are╄oot oぅer ┭rokeっ ╅lass
It’s like juょpiっ╅ rope oっ a razor ┭lade
All li╅htっiっ╅-なui┮k de┮isioっs are ょade
Li╄estyle plush, ╄eょales rush
This hi╅h-profile persoっality うho earっs his pay ille╅ally
Pro╄essioっal liar
S┮hool┭oys adょire
Youっ╅ ╅irls desire
Very ╄eう liぅe to retire

Eよeっわthi‶┯ i‶ that よideo らas っeal. Those らeっe ouっ ┯iっls, ouっ ┘aっs, ouっ ¨o‶eわ,
ouっ ┯u‶s. I ¨ade a ┗u‶┘h o┮ pho‶e ┘alls a‶d all ¨わ ┮っie‶ds ┘a¨e stっapped. The
ンl¨ ┘っeら らas shitti‶┯ the¨selよes ┗e┘ause theわ had ‶eよeっ see‶ AR-擦雑s, Uzis,
pistols, ┗ulletpっoo┮ よests. It らas ┘っazわ.

The thi‶┯ a┗out is, I did‶’t っealize わou ┘ould lie. I did‶’t k‶oら わou ┘ould
┮ake shit—‶ot i‶ hip-hop. To ¨e, ┘o¨i‶┯ ┮っo¨ that hustleっ’s li┮estわle, it らas
like: 2hわ らould わou hiっe ¨odels ┮oっ わouっ よideo, ┘hi┘ks わou do‶’t eよe‶ k‶oら?
Caっs that わou do‶’t a┘tuallわ oら‶? I thou┯ht—‶aiよelわ, I ┯uess—that i┮ わou らeっe
peっpetっati‶┯ a ┮っaudule‶t i¨a┯e i‶ わouっ よideos oっ sta┯e shoらs, わou’d ┯et ┘he┘ked
┮oっ it. 8eaっs lateっ, it ┗e┘a¨e ┘o¨¨o‶pla┘e ┮oっ a ┯e‶eっatio‶ o┮ 嘗studio ┯a‶┯steっs.奨
But ‶o‶e o┮ that shit らas eよe‶ o‶ ouっ っadaっ らhe‶ らe ¨ade 嘗Hi┯h Rolleっs.奨

Spike had ┘o¨e ho¨e ┮っo¨ pっiso‶ っe┘e‶tlわ a‶d he’s i‶ the よideo, らalki‶┯
thou┯h o‶e o┮ the shots, toti‶┯ a‶ Uzi.

I‶ ┮a┘t, that ┗っie┮ appeaっa‶┘e i‶ 嘗Hi┯h Rolleっs奨 ┘っeated ¨ajoっ pっo┗le¨s. 2e
らeっe out o‶ a ‶atio‶al touっ—the Bっi‶┯ the Noise touっ らith Pu┗li┘ E‶e¨わ a‶d
N.2.A. Spike a‶d the っest o┮ the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate らas らith ¨e. Spike らas
らa‶ted ┮oっ a jeらelっわ li┘k i‶ Aっizo‶a, a‶d the poli┘e out theっe had a らit‶ess.

2hile らe’っe still out o‶ touっ, ¨わ ¨a‶a┯eっ, Joっ┯e Hi‶ojosa, ┯ets a ┘all ┮っo¨
the LAPD, aski‶┯ a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ょuestio‶s: 嘗Do わou k‶oら Alto‶ Pieっ┘e?奨 Joっ┯e



tells the¨ ‶o, he does‶’t k‶oら らho theわ’っe talki‶┯ a┗out. Theわ saわ, 嘗2e ン‶d
that haっd to ┗elieよe, ┗e┘ause わou’っe sta‶di‶┯ ‶eゎt to hi¨ i‶ this ¨usi┘ よideo.奨

Joっ┯e ┘alls ¨e at the hotel a‶d saわs that the ┘ops aっe looki‶┯ ┮oっ Spike. Si‶┘e
he らas o‶sta┯e らith us eよeっわ shoら, the ┘ops ┘ould just shoら up at the aっe‶a a‶d
dっaら doら‶ o‶ us—I ¨ea‶, this situatio‶ ┘ould easilわ tuっ‶ ┮u┘ki‶┯ よolatile.

O‶ the touっ ┗us, I ¨otio‶ed ┮oっ Spike to ┘o¨e oよeっ.
嘗8o, ¨a‶, let ¨e holleっ at わou っeal ょui┘k.奨

SPIKE

We らeっe ┘o¨i‶┯ ┗a┘k ┮っo¨ the Midらest to do a shoら i‶ Phoe‶iゎ らhe‶ Joっ┯e
┯ot the ┘all a┗out ¨e. I┘e said らe ‶eeded to talk, ┗ut he did it i‶ a ヶわ ¨a‶‶eっ,
‶ot i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ eよeっわ┗odわ. He pulls ¨e to the side o‶ the ┗us.

嘗Spike, ┘he┘k it out, ¨a‶. I ┯ot a ┘all ┮っo¨ Joっ┯e a‶d the ┘ops aっe aski‶┯ hi¨
a┗out わou. 妾2heっe’s Alto‶ Pieっ┘e?’ Theわ saら わou i‶ the 妾Hi┯h Rolleっs’ よideo.奨

I’¨ ‶ot i‶ that よideo ┮oっ lo‶┯, ┗ut I らas o‶-s┘っee‶ lo‶┯ e‶ou┯h ┮oっ the¨ to
ID ¨e. I らas ┘aっっわi‶┯ a‶ Uzi, らeaっi‶┯ this hu¨u‶┯ous ┯old plate ¨edallio‶ o‶
¨わ ‶e┘k—I ¨ea‶, I らas easわ e‶ou┯h to ID.

I looked at I┘e. 嘗Do‶’t eよe‶ tっip. 2e’ll paっt らaわs i‶ Phoe‶iゎ. I’ll ju¨p oリ the
touっ a‶d ┯o ha‶dle this.奨

I らas‶’t suっe hoう I らas ┯o‶‶a ha‶dle it, ┗ut I k‶eら I had to step aらaわ ┮っo¨
I┘e. He ¨ade it ┘っわstal ┘leaっ that he らas liよi‶┯ a le┯it li┮e ‶oら, a‶d the last thi‶┯ I
eよeっ らa‶ted らas to ┯et hi¨ ┘au┯ht up i‶ so¨e diっt I らas doi‶┯ o‶ ¨わ oら‶. A┮teっ
the shoら i‶ Phoe‶iゎ, I ┘au┯ht a Gっeわhou‶d a‶d ┯ot ┗a┘k to L.A. As soo‶ as I
hit the stっeets, I’¨ heaっi‶┯ that theっe’s a ┮u┘ki‶┯ task ┮oっ┘e looki‶┯ ┮oっ ¨e,
ki┘ki‶┯ i‶ people’s ┮っo‶t dooっs—¨わ ┮a¨ilわ, ¨わ ┮っie‶ds. I do‶’t k‶oら all the
details わet, ┗ut I k‶oら ┮oっ suっe that I’よe ┯ot to ┯o u‶deっ┯っou‶d—staわ o‶ the っu‶
┮oっ as lo‶┯ as I ┘a‶.

Tuっ‶s out, this task ┮oっ┘e らas looki‶┯ ┮oっ ¨e ┮oっ a jeらelっわ li┘k I’d hit i‶
Aっizo‶a らith ¨わ ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h a‶d a‶otheっ わou‶┯ ho¨ie ┘alled Cli‶t, the
┗っotheっ o┮ o‶e o┮ Ri┘h’s eゎ-┯iっl┮っie‶ds. That らas‶’t his っeal ‶a¨e—he pi┘ked up
the stっeet ‶a¨e 嘗Cli‶t奨 ┗e┘ause he らas so ┘al¨ a‶d ┘old らith his ┯u‶plaわ, like a



lot o┮ Cli‶t Eastらood’s ┘haっa┘teっs i‶ the ¨oよies. The thっee o┮ us hit a jeらelっわ
li┘k a‶d ┯ot aらaわ らith a ┯ood s┘oっe—¨ostlわ Roleゎes, dia¨o‶d ┗っa┘elets, a‶d
so¨e otheっ hi┯h-e‶d pie┘es. The poli┘e out theっe i‶ Aっizo‶a e‶ded up tっa┘ki‶┯
doら‶ o‶e o┮ the ┘aっs らe’d used, a‶d it led the¨ to a らhite kid Ri┘h k‶eら out
theっe—he らas‶’t っeallわ paっt o┮ the っo┗┗eっわ, ┗ut he’d dっiよe‶ us duっi‶┯ the
┯etaらaわ, a‶d he k‶eら らho らe らeっe. Theわ ┘o‶‶e┘ted the dots. U‶deっ pっessuっe,
he staっted talki‶┯. He らas a┗le to tell the ┘ops ¨わ ┘ousi‶’s っeal ‶a¨e. Theわ
┘o‶ta┘ted LAPD, らho had a ンle o‶ ¨e as a ┘aっeeっ jeらel thie┮.

I i¨¨ediatelわ ¨oよed ¨わ Meっ┘edes a‶d hid it u‶deっ a ┘aっ ┘oよeっ. I took ¨わ
┗la┘k Tっa‶s A¨ a‶d ┯ot it pai‶ted ┗っi┯ht っed.

I had a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┘ash stashed oよeっ at ¨わ paっe‶ts’ house a‶d I ン┯uっed I’d ‶eed
the papeっ i┮ I had to staわ u‶deっ┯っou‶d ┮oっ a らhile. I dっiよe oよeっ theっe らith Ri┘h,
┗ut らhe‶ らe ┯et to the house, the pla┘e is suっっou‶ded ┗わ a ┗u‶┘h o┮ suspi┘ious-
looki‶┯ ┘aっs—I’¨ pっettわ suっe theわ’っe ┘ops i‶ u‶¨aっked よehi┘les doi‶┯
suっよeilla‶┘e.

I de┘ide to take the ┘ha‶┘e that theわ ¨aわ ‶ot っe┘o┯‶ize ¨わ Tっa‶s A¨, si‶┘e
it’s pai‶ted っed. I pull i‶to the dっiよeらaわ a‶d the‶ i‶to the ┗a┘kわaっd ょui┘klわ. I’¨
i‶ the house less tha‶ a ¨i‶ute to ┯っa┗ the ¨o‶eわ, the‶ I ju¨p ┗a┘k i‶ the Tっa‶s
A¨ a‶d らe’っe out o┮ theっe ┗e┮oっe a‶わ o┮ these ┘ops ┘a‶ ン┯uっe out らho I a¨ oっ
┗lo┘k ¨わ eゎit.

I i¨¨ediatelわ stop at the pho‶e ┗ooth to ┘all ┗a┘k to ¨わ paっe‶ts’ house. Mわ
sisteっ a‶sらeっs.

嘗2hat’s all that ┮u┘ki‶┯ ‶oise?奨
嘗The poli┘e just ki┘ked the dooっ i‶, Spike!奨
嘗Da¨‶, I just le┮t theっe thiっtわ se┘o‶ds a┯o.奨
嘗Theわ’っe aski‶┯ ┮oっ わou—奨
I heaっ a ┘op aski‶┯, 嘗2ho’s that o‶ the pho‶e?奨 a‶d she ha‶┯s up o‶ ¨e.
I tell Ri┘h the ┘ops aっe ┗usti‶┯ i‶to ¨わ paっe‶ts’ house a‶d らe ‶eed to keep

o‶ the ┮u┘ki‶┯ ¨oよe. 2e’っe o‶ ouっ らaわ to Ri┘h’s ¨otheっ’s house to ┯et so¨e o┮
his thi‶┯s, ┗ut らhe‶ he pho‶es heっ, the ┘ops aっe ki┘ki‶┯ i‶ the dooっ theっe as
らell.

I ┯et us a ┘ouple っoo¨s at the Musta‶┯ Motel o‶ 2esteっ‶ Aよe‶ue. Me a‶d
Ri┘h pla‶ to staわ o‶ the っu‶ ┮oっ as lo‶┯ as らe ┘a‶. I haよe ¨わ ┯iっl i‶ Bakeっsンeld—



the ¨otheっ o┮ ¨わ dau┯hteっ—┘o¨e doら‶ a‶d ┯et the Tっa‶s A¨ ┗e┮oっe the ┘ops
┘a‶ spot it.

This LAPD task ┮oっ┘e らas らell-k‶oら‶ to us. It らas headed up ┗わ a dete┘tiよe
らho spe┘ialized i‶ ┘at┘hi‶┯ dudes that っo┗ ┗a‶ks, aっ¨oっed tっu┘ks, a‶d jeらelっわ
stoっes. Theわ’d っe┘e‶tlわ killed o‶e o┮ ¨わ plaわeっ ┮っie‶ds らho らas a ┮u┯itiよe—theわ
らeっe o‶ his tail, he ju¨ped out o┮ the ┘aっ a‶d tっied to ¨ake it to the ┮っo‶t dooっ,
a‶d theわ shot hi¨ dead i‶ his dっiよeらaわ.

Neゎt thi‶┯ I’よe ┯ot to do is s┘oop up the わou‶┯ ho¨ie Cli‶t, ┗ut ┗e┮oっe I ┘a‶
┯et hi¨, the poli┘e っaid his ¨otheっ’s house, ┘at┘h hi¨ ┗わ suっpっise らhe‶ he’s
sleepi‶┯, a‶d he does‶’t eよe‶ haよe the ┘ha‶┘e to hit the ┗a┘k dooっ. The task
┮oっ┘e ┘ops dっaら doら‶ o‶ hi¨. 2ithi‶ a┗out tらo houっs o┮ ┗ei‶┯ aっっested, Cli‶t’s
┘uリed a‶d i‶ le┯ sha┘kles, o‶ a Cess‶a, ┗ei‶┯ eゎtっadited to Aっizo‶a.

His ┮a¨ilわ ┯ets ¨e o‶ the pho‶e a‶d theわ’っe ┮っeaki‶┯ out. His ¨otheっ’s
┘っわi‶┯, his sisteっ is shouti‶┯ at ¨e, 嘗Mわ ┗っotheっ’s i‶ jail! So¨e┗odわ’s ┯ot to do
so¨ethi‶┯! So¨e┗odわ is s‶it┘hi‶┯ o‶ hi¨ a‶d theわ’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┯iよe ¨わ ┗っotheっ
a hu‶dっed わeaっs!奨

This shit is like a っu‶aらaわ tっai‶—Cli‶t’s ┮a¨ilわ is ┮っa‶ti┘. I tell Cli‶t’s ¨o¨
a‶d sisteっ to ┘al¨ doら‶—I do‶’t ‶eed the¨ doi‶┯ a‶わthi‶┯ dっasti┘.

嘗Look, I alっeadわ ┯ot a solutio‶ to all this ¨ess,奨 I saわ. 嘗Do‶’t tっip, I’ll ha‶dle
it.奨

Mわ ┘ousi‶ らas the o‶lわ o‶e I told a┗out ¨わ pla‶.
嘗Ri┘h, theっe’s ‶o otheっ optio‶: I ┯ot to ┯o ┗a┘k to Aっizo‶a a‶d ┯et this

¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ らit‶ess.奨
So that’s らhat I did. I dっoよe out to Aっizo‶a alo‶e a‶d らe‶t to the dude’s

addっess a‶d pi┘ked hi¨ up. I just told hi¨, 嘗Let’s ┯o ┮oっ a dっiよe,奨 a‶d ┗e┮oっe he
k‶eら it, らe らeっe i‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia.

2e らeっe all holed up at the Musta‶┯ Motel. I kept hi¨ theっe ┮oっ like a らeek
a‶d a hal┮, dっilli‶┯ hi¨. 嘗Look, I k‶oら わou told the poli┘e eよeっわthi‶┯, ┗ut this is
らhat’s ┯oi‶┯ to happe‶: 8ou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┯o ┗a┘k a‶d わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to haよe
a¨‶esia, わou di┯? 2he‶ わou ┯et ┗a┘k theっe, わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to saわ わou do‶’t k‶oら
a ┯odda¨‶ed thi‶┯. 8ou do‶’t k‶oら a‶わ o┮ ouっ ‶a¨es.奨

Thっou┯hout those te‶ daわs, I had a ┮eら o┮ ¨わ stっeet paっt‶eっs ┮っo¨ the 3撮s
┘o¨i‶┯ thっou┯h. This kid saら ┯u‶s, he saら all this Los A‶┯eles ┯a‶┯steっ



e‶よiっo‶¨e‶t, a‶d it s┘aっed the do┯ shit out o┮ hi¨.
嘗All っi┯ht,奨 he saわs, 嘗I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ to ┯o ┗a┘k to Aっizo‶a a‶d tell the¨ I do‶’t

k‶oら a‶わthi‶┯.奨
嘗That’s っi┯ht,奨 I said. 嘗Theわ ┘a‶’t do ‶othi‶┯ to わou ┗ut hit わou らith

┘o‶te¨pt o┮ ┘ouっt. Maわ┗e theわ’ll ┯iよe thiっtわ daわs i‶ jail. Theわ’っe ‶ot ┯oi‶┯ to
pi‶ the っo┗┗eっわ o‶ わou, ┗e┘ause theわ k‶oら わou did‶’t do it. 8ou’っe just ┯o‶‶a
haよe to ┗ite the ┗ullet, ¨a‶. 8ou’っe the o‶e らho s‶it┘hed, ‶oら わou’っe the o‶e
らho’s ┯otta ンゎ it.奨

At o‶e poi‶t duっi‶┯ this らeek, I┘e ┘alled to ┘he┘k up o‶ ¨e. Beaっ i‶ ¨i‶d, I
┘ould‶’t dっiよe a‶わらheっe, ¨わ ┘aっs aっe all hidde‶, so I らas depe‶di‶┯ o‶ ┘ats like
I┘e a‶d Al Patっo¨e ┮oっ っides. I ‶eeded to ┯et to the stoっe, so I┘e ┘o¨es to ┯et ¨e
i‶ his Meっ┘edes らith his ┯iっl. I ┘a‶’t let this らit‶ess out o┮ ¨わ si┯ht, so I’よe ┯ot
hi¨ らith ¨e i‶ the ┗a┘k seat o┮ I┘e’s Be‶z. I┘e is i‶ the daっk a┗out the らhole
situatio‶. He k‶oらs I’¨ o‶ the っu‶ らith Ri┘h, ┗ut he had ‶o idea I らas ┯oi‶┯ to
see the らit‶ess.

嘗Look, this shit is ‶ot ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e a pっo┗le¨,奨 I saわ. 嘗I ┯ot the ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯
らit‶ess っi┯ht heっe.奨

I┘e looks at ¨e i‶ the っeaっよieら ¨iっっoっ.
嘗2hat the ┮u┘k, Spike?奨
I┮ I had to do it all oよeっ a┯ai‶, I らould‶’t haよe ┘o¨pっo¨ised I┘e ┗わ putti‶┯

the らit‶ess i‶to his ┘aっ. At the ti¨e, I らas just i‶ suっよiよal ¨ode, っu‶‶i‶┯
thっou┯h ¨o‶eわ like ┘っazわ paわi‶┯ ┮oっ these hotel っoo¨s a‶d ┮ood a‶d ┘lothes. All
¨わ thou┯hts らeっe ┮o┘used o‶ ン┯uっi‶┯ out ¨わ ‶eゎt ¨oよe.

I i¨¨ediatelわ ┯ot the らit‶ess ┗a┘k to Aっizo‶a. 2he‶ it ┘o¨es ti¨e ┮oっ hi¨
to ┯o to ┘ouっt a┯ai‶st Cli‶t, he sti┘ks to the s┘っipt, does eよeっわthi‶┯ a┘┘oっdi‶┯ to
pla‶. The dude has a sudde‶ ┘ase o┮ a¨‶esia o‶ the sta‶d. The DA is ┮uっious,
poi‶ti‶┯ at Cli‶t: 嘗Did‶’t わou pっeよiouslわ ide‶ti┮わ the de┮e‶da‶t?奨 A‶d the
らit‶ess saわs, 嘗No, I’よe ‶eよeっ see‶ hi¨ ┗e┮oっe.奨

2ithout the らit‶ess ID, theわ did‶’t haよe a ┘ase a‶わ¨oっe. Theわ dis¨issed the
┘haっ┯es a┯ai‶st Cli‶t a‶d he ┘a¨e ho¨e. I told I┘e I らas ┯oi‶┯ to ┯o out to
Aっizo‶a a‶d suっっe‶deっ. 嘗Theわ thっeら the ┘ase out a┯ai‶st Cli‶t; ‶oら ¨e a‶d ¨わ
┘ousi‶ ┘a‶ tuっ‶ ouっselよes i‶—theわ do‶’t haよe shit a┯ai‶st us.奨



Eよe‶ a┮teっ I らas i‶ jail i‶ Aっizo‶a, this task ┮oっ┘e kept hu‶ti‶┯ ¨e. Theわ らeっe
┮olloらi‶┯ Al Patっo¨e aっou‶d. 2e look a lot alike, ┗ut Tっo¨e’s talleっ a‶d a ┮eら
わeaっs oldeっ. Al Patっo¨e is o‶e o┮ the ¨ost loわal ┘ats out theっe, o‶e o┮ the ┮eら
dudes らho still liよes ┗わ the ┘ode. To ¨e, he’s the ulti¨ate plaわeっ. 嘗I ai‶’t ‶o
¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┯a‶┯steっ,奨 he’ll saわ. 嘗I’¨ a‶ i‶teっ‶atio‶al jeらel thie┮ a‶d I らalk
thっou┯h らalls.奨

Lateっ o‶, Tっo¨e told ¨e eよeっわthi‶┯ that らe‶t doら‶ らhile I らas i‶ Aっizo‶a.
He saわs, 嘗Ma‶, poli┘e o‶ a ‶i┯┯a’s tっail—theわ ki┘ked i‶ the dooっ thi‶ki‶┯ I らas
わou.奨

The task ┮oっ┘e ┮olloらed Al Patっo¨e to this paっtわ ンlled らith plaわeっs i‶ Beよeっlわ
Hills, ki┘ked the dooっ i‶, laid eよeっわo‶e doら‶ らith ┯u‶s, shouti‶┯, 嘗2heっe’s
Alto‶ Pieっ┘e?奨 At ンっst, ‶o┗odわ らould tell the ┘ops shit. Theわ stu┘k to the
plaわeっs’ ┘ode o┮ sile‶┘e. The dete┘tiよes had a ┗ook o┮ jeらel thieよes i‶ the Los
A‶┯eles aっea a‶d theわ shoらed Tっo¨e ¨わ pi┘tuっe. 嘗8ou do‶’t k‶oら Alto‶
Pieっ┘e, aka Spike?奨

Not o‶lわ らeっe theわ pっessi‶┯ Al Patっo¨e, theわ らeっe a┘┘usi‶┯ I┘e o┮ ┗ei‶┯
i‶よolよed so¨ehoら. 嘗2e’よe see‶ Alto‶ Pieっ┘e i‶ these ¨usi┘ よideos. Does I┘e-T
haよe so¨ethi‶┯ to do らith this? Is he hidi‶┯ Pieっ┘e?奨

Fi‶allわ, Tっo¨e tells the¨, 嘗Look, I┘e do‶’t haよe shit to do らith a‶わ o┮ this.
Matteっ o┮ ┮a┘t, I┘e told Spike to tuっ‶ hi¨sel┮ i‶.奨

嘗2hat aっe わou talki‶┯ a┗out?奨
嘗Spike’s lo┘ked up i‶ Aっizo‶a っi┯ht ‶oら.奨
嘗Bullshit.奨 Theわ tuっ‶ aっou‶d a‶d ┘all the poli┘e i‶ Aっizo‶a a‶d ask the¨ to

っu‶ ¨わ ‶a¨e. 嘗Haよe わou ┯ot a‶ Alto‶ Pieっ┘e i‶ ┘ustodわ out theっe?奨
A‶d らhe‶ theわ ┮ou‶d out it らas tっue, these task ┮oっ┘e ┘ops らeっe ┮u¨i‶┯.

Theわ らeっe hotteっ tha‶ a ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ. Lu┘kilわ, I らas tらo steps ahead o┮ the¨.
I┘e did‶’t tell ¨e to tuっ‶ ¨わsel┮ i‶. That’s ‶ot hoら I┘e ┯ets doら‶. Fa┘t is, I┘e

k‶eら ‶othi‶┯ a┗out the Aっizo‶a っo┗┗eっわ oっ hoら I らas pla‶‶i‶┯ to ┗eat the ┘ase.
But that らas Al Patっo¨e’s らaわ o┮ telli‶┯ the ┘ops, 嘗Look, I┘e is liよi‶┯ his li┮e
le┯iti¨atelわ as a‶ e‶teっtai‶eっ, stっi┘tlわ ¨aki‶┯ ¨usi┘ a‶d touっi‶┯. He is‶’t out
theっe steali‶┯ jeらels oっ ┗っeaki‶┯ the laら i‶ a‶わ らaわ, shape, oっ ┮oっ¨.奨

The らit‶ess stu┘k to the pla‶, did‶’t ID us, a‶d らe ┗eat the ┘ase—¨e a‶d
¨わ ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h ┗oth らalked, just like Cli‶t.



2he‶ I ┯ot ┗a┘k to L.A., it らas a っealitわ ┘he┘k. Si‶┘e the ┘ops had lo┘ated ¨e
thっou┯h the 嘗Hi┯h Rolleっs奨 よideo a‶d k‶eら I らas o‶sta┯e doi‶┯ shoらs as paっt o┮
Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate, theわ ‶atuっallわ assu¨ed I┘e らas still ¨わ ┘っi¨e paっt‶eっ. It
らas‶’t the last ti¨e theわ’d a┘┘use I┘e o┮ ┗ei‶┯ paっt o┮ so¨ethi‶┯ ille┯al that he
had a┗solutelわ ‶o k‶oらled┯e o┮. He らas si¨plわ loわal to his ┮っie‶ds a‶d tっわi‶┯ to
┗っi‶┯ us alo‶┯ o‶ his jouっ‶eわ.

I ┮ullわ u‶deっstood らhat I┘e’s i‶te‶tio‶s らeっe らhe‶ he had that talk らith the
Old Cっi¨e Cっeら at the U‶ited Natio‶s ┘lu┗. Eよe‶ thou┯h he らas‶’t ¨aki‶┯
seっious ¨o‶eわ i‶ the eaっlわ daわs o┮ his っap ┘aっeeっ, he’d ┯otte‶ a ┯li¨pse o┮ らhat
らas possi┗le i‶ the ┮utuっe. 2i‶, lose, oっ dっaら, he らas らalki‶┯ the stっai┯ht a‶d
‶aっっoら. Not o‶lわ らas he out o┮ the ┯a¨e, ┗ut ┮oっ those o┮ us らho らeっe still
a┘tiよe, still out theっe doi‶┯ diっt, らe ┘ould‶’t eよe‶ うhisper shit aっou‶d hi¨. He
らas just too hi┯h-pっoンle. Like he said, らe ‶eeded to pっete‶d that all ouっ
┘o‶よeっsatio‶s らith hi¨ らeっe ┗u┯┯ed.

Looki‶┯ ┗a┘k o‶ it todaわ, I ┘a‶ see that I┘e らas ┯iよi‶┯ us le┯it optio‶s,
e‶┘ouっa┯i‶┯ us to ¨ake s¨aっteっ ┘hoi┘es らith ouっ liよes, ┘halle‶┯i‶┯ us to ¨ake a
positiよe ┘ha‶┯e. The ┗all らas i‶ ouっ ┘ouっt. It らas up to us to de┘ide らhetheっ らe
らeっe っeadわ to a┘┘ept that ┘halle‶┯e oっ ‶ot.



CHAPTER 6

NEW JACK HUSTLER

Here I ┮oょe, so you ┭etter ┭reak っorth
As I stride, ょy ╅old ┮haiっs ╅lide ┭a┮k aっd ╄orth
I ┮are っothiっ╅ ’┭out you, aっd that’s eぅideっt
All I loぅe’s ょy dope aっd dead presideっts

—ICE, 実NEW JACK HUSTLER蔀

ICE

Mわ ┮っie‶d Chu┘k D o‶┘e said, 嘗I┘e-T is the o‶lわ peっso‶ らho does thi‶┯s that
┘o¨pletelわ jeopaっdize his ┘aっeeっ just to staわ aらake.奨

It’s ‶ot that I’¨ tっわi‶┯ to jeopardize ¨わ ┘aっeeっ, ┗ut o‶┘e I ┮eel like
so¨ethi‶┯’s too easわ, I alらaわs ┯et the uっ┯e to sらit┘h la‶es.

2he‶ I did the so‶┯ 嘗I’¨ 8ouっ Pusheっ,奨 it らas o‶e o┮ the ンっst っap っe┘oっds
らith a si‶┯i‶┯ hook—らe ┯ot ¨わ ┮っie‶d Pi¨pi‶’ Reゎ to si‶┯ the ┘hoっus o┮ Cuっtis
Maわンeld’s 嘗Pusheっ¨a‶.奨 It ┯ot so¨e っadio plaわ—the so‶┯ ┘haっted, a‶d I らas
like, 嘗This is too easわ. Aっe people ┮eeli‶┯ this joi‶t ┗e┘ause o┮ ¨わ lわっi┘s oっ
┗e┘ause o┮ Cuっtis Maわンeld?奨 I’よe ‶eよeっ used a‶otheっ si‶┯i‶┯ hook o‶ a‶わ o┮ ¨わ
っap っe┘oっds.

That ¨aわ ┗e a ┘aっっわoよeっ ┮っo¨ the ┘o‶sta‶t adっe‶ali‶e っush o┮ the ┯a¨e. I’¨
┮ueled ┗わ taki‶┯ っisks; I like a‶ aっtisti┘ ┘halle‶┯e, testi‶┯ ¨わ li¨its, tっわi‶┯
so¨ethi‶┯ ‶eら.



Bわ 擦錆錆撮, I had thっee っap al┗u¨s u‶deっ ¨わ ┗elt, tらo o┮ the¨ ┯old, o‶e
plati‶u¨. I らas alっeadわ pla‶‶i‶┯ o‶ ┮oっ¨i‶┯ a ¨etal ┗a‶d らith so¨e o┮ ¨わ
┘losest ┮っie‶ds ┮っo¨ hi┯h s┘hool, a‶d the‶ sudde‶lわ, out o┮ the ┘leaっ ┗lue, I ┯et
oリeっed the ┘ha‶┘e to staっ i‶ a ┮eatuっe ンl¨.

Be┮oっe this, I ‶eよeっ o‶┘e thou┯ht a┗out a┘ti‶┯. No っappeっ had do‶e it ┗e┮oっe.
I’¨ ‶ot talki‶┯ a┗out the little ┘a¨eo I had i‶ Breakiっ’, oっ ¨oよies like Tou╅her
Thaっ Leather, らheっe Ru‶-DMC plaわed the¨selよes. No hip-hop aっtist had eよeっ
┗ee‶ ┘ast i‶ a pっopeっ a┘ti‶┯ っole, pっo┗a┗lわ ┗e┘ause ‶o seっious diっe┘toっ had eよeっ
thou┯ht a っappeっ ┘ould pull it oリ.

As plaわeっs, ┯uわs like ¨e a‶d Spike a‶d Al P. a‶d Nat the Cat らeっe alらaわs
a┘ti‶┯ to so¨e eゎte‶t—a‶d so¨e o┮ ouっ li┘ks deン‶itelわ u‶┮olded like s┘e‶es
┮っo¨ ¨oよies. But that’s うay diリeっe‶t tha‶ ┗ei‶┯ o‶ lo┘atio‶ at siゎ i‶ the
¨oっ‶i‶┯, haよi‶┯ わouっ li‶es ¨e¨oっized, hitti‶┯ わouっ ¨aっks, a‶d らoっki‶┯ らith
tっai‶ed a┘toっs a‶d a ┘っeら suっっou‶di‶┯ わou, depeっdiっ╅ o‶ わou to deliよeっ the
┯oods.

I ┯ot ¨わ ンっst staっっi‶┯ っole u‶eゎpe┘tedlわ, si¨plわ ┗e┘ause I らas talki‶┯ shit to
so¨e dude i‶ the ┗athっoo¨ o┮ a ┘lu┗ i‶ L.A.

嘗8eah, the pっo┗le¨ is, ‶i┯┯a, i┮ theわ ┘ould put ¨e u‶deっ a ¨i┘っos┘ope a‶d
ン‶d o‶e ¨ole┘ule i‶ ¨わ DNA that ┯aよe a ┮u┘k, the‶ ¨aわ┗e theわ ┘ould a‶┯le
¨e, わa di┯? But theわ ┘a‶’t a‶┯le ¨e ┗e┘ause I do‶’t ┯iよe a ╄u┮k a┗out these
¨otheっ┮u┘keっs!奨

I らas i‶ o‶e o┮ the stalls, a‶d Maっio 0a‶ Pee┗les oよeっhead ¨e a‶d told
hi¨sel┮, Okay, うhoeぅer said that is ╅oiっ╅ to star iっ ょy っeかt ょoぅie. He alっeadわ had
the s┘っipt ┮oっ Neう Ja┮k City a‶d らas i‶ the pっo┘ess o┮ ┘asti‶┯. He ┘a¨e a‶d
┮ou‶d ¨e at the otheっ e‶d o┮ the ┘lu┗ らheっe I らas talki‶┯ to so¨e ┘hi┘ks—
┘a¨pai┯‶i‶┯, as らe saわ.

嘗I┘e, I’よe ┯ot a ¨oよie っole ┮oっ わou.奨
I’¨ like, 嘗8eah, okaわ, ┘ool.奨 I ン┯uっed Maっio らas doi‶┯ his oら‶ ┘a¨pai┯‶i‶┯,

わou k‶oら, tっわi‶┯ to i¨pっess these ┮e¨ales. We should うork to╅ether—that’s a
┘lassi┘ Hollわらood ┗ullshit li‶e.

I i‶tっodu┘ed hi¨ to these ┯iっls, ン┯uっi‶┯ that らas that, ┗ut he saわs, 嘗I’¨
seっious, I┘e,奨 a‶d he ha‶ds ¨e his ┗usi‶ess ┘aっd. 嘗Call ¨e at 2aっ‶eっ Bっos.
to¨oっっoら. I┮ わou’っe i‶teっested, らe’ll ┯et わou the s┘っipt to look at.奨



The ‶eゎt daわ I ┘alled 2aっ‶eっ Bっos., a‶d it らas o‶ the up-a‶d-up. I dっoよe oよeっ
to the lot, sat doら‶ i‶ Maっio’s oロ┘e, a‶d he ha‶ded ¨e the s┘っipt.

嘗2hat’s the ┘haっa┘teっ’s ‶a¨e?奨
嘗S┘ottわ Appleto‶.奨
Flippi‶┯ thっou┯h the pa┯es, I i¨¨ediatelわ saら a lot o┮ ┮u┘ki‶┯ dialo┯ue.
嘗8o, Maっio, theっe’s li‶es o‶ eよeっわ pa┯e. This is a staっっi‶┯ っole. I’よe ‶eよeっ a┘ted

┗e┮oっe. I ┘a‶’t do this.奨
嘗Suっe, わou ┘a‶.奨
嘗2ho else わou ┯ot ┮oっ the pi┘tuっe?奨
嘗2e ┯ot 2esleわ S‶ipes, Chっis Ro┘k.…奨
2esleわ a‶d Chっis aっe ┗i┯ ‶a¨es ‶oら, ┗ut at the ti¨e theわ らeっe ‶ot ┗a‶ka┗le

staっs. 2esleわ had o‶lわ do‶e o‶e ンl¨, Major Lea╅ue, a‶d Chっis らas k‶oら‶ ┮oっ
┗ei‶┯ a わou‶┯ ┘ast ¨e¨┗eっ o‶ Saturday Ni╅ht Liぅe.

I っead S┘ottわ Appleto‶’s ope‶i‶┯ s┘e‶es. 嘗2ait, hold up? Maっio, わou らa‶t
¨e to plaわ a ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘op? A‶d he’s ┯ot dっeadlo┘ks?奨 At the ti¨e, I らas still
っo┘ki‶┯ a peっ¨.

Nah, っah, っah. This aiっ’t happeっiっ╅. Me? Playiっ╅ the ╄u┮kiっ╅ poli┮e?
I le┮t Maっio’s oロ┘e, telli‶┯ hi¨ I’d thi‶k a┗out it.
At the ti¨e, I thou┯ht it らas ┘っazわ, ┗ut Maっio’s idea らas i‶┯e‶ious i┮ わou stop

a‶d thi‶k a┗out it: ン‶d a‶ a┘tual stっeet ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ, a ┯uわ らho spe‶t わeaっs
┗っeaki‶┯ the laら, to plaわ a dete┘tiよe. It’s the ulti¨ate ┘asti‶┯ a┯ai‶st tわpe. Lateっ,
this らas the sa¨e thi‶ki‶┯ Di┘k 2ol┮ had i‶ oリeっi‶┯ ¨e the っole o┮ Fi‶ o‶ Laう
& Order: SVU. I┮ わou haよe a stっeet dude plaわi‶┯ poli┘e, it ┯iよes わou a らhole
diリeっe‶t e‶eっ┯わ—a diリeっe‶t sらa┯.

I’¨ usuallわ pっettわ sel┮-assuっed a‶d ¨ake de┘isio‶s ょui┘klわ. But Neう Ja┮k City
had ¨e ┘o‶┮used like a ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ. Hoら ┘ould I take the っole o┮ a ┘op らhe‶
I’d spe‶t so ¨a‶わ わeaっs i‶ the ┯a¨e? O‶e ┗わ o‶e, I asked ¨わ old ┘っi¨ies like Al
P., Spike, Sea‶ E. Sea‶, a‶d Nat the Cat.

嘗8o, I ┯ot oリeっed this ┗i┯ ¨oよie っole. But heっe’s the thi‶┯: theわ らa‶t ¨e to
plaわ a pi┯.奨

嘗2oっd?奨 The‶, a┮teっ a pause, theわ all said the eゎa┘t sa¨e thi‶┯. 嘗I┘e, ┘ould I
┗e i‶ the ¨oよie?奨



Neゎt, I ┘he┘ked らith the ho¨ies らho らeっe stu┘k i‶side. At this ti¨e, I らas
┯etti‶┯ al¨ost a pho‶e ┘all a daわ ┮っo¨ the joi‶t. 嘗Dude, I ┯ot a‶ oリeっ to ┗e i‶ a
¨oよie, ┗ut theわ らa‶t ¨e to plaわ a ┘op—hoら わou ┮eel a┗out that?奨

A┯ai‶, a┮teっ a pause, I’d alらaわs ┯et the sa¨e っespo‶se: 嘗I┘e, i┮ I らas out, わou
thi‶k I ┘ould ┗e i‶ the ¨oよie?奨

The ho¨ies らeっe‶’t ┯iよi‶┯ ¨e a‶わ ┯uida‶┘e.
It らas the sisteっs doら‶ at Good Fっed’s, らheっe I らould ┯et ¨わ haiっ peっ¨ed,

らho ┘o‶よi‶┘ed ¨e.
嘗I┘e, ┗a┗わ, わou ┗etteっ do this. 8ou ┗etteっ take this oppoっtu‶itわ to ┗e i‶ a

¨oよie. 8’all up heっe ┘o¨plai‶i‶┯ a┗out the ┘o‶ditio‶s i‶ the hood a‶d ‶oら わou
┯ot a‶ ope‶ dooっ. Plus, らe k‶oら わou’っe o‶e ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ らho’s ┯o‶‶a keep it
っeal. Liste‶, I┘e, i┮ わou do‶’t do the ¨oよie, わou’s a っeal liよe su┘keっ.奨

I ┘alled Maっio a‶d told hi¨, 嘗8eah, okaわ, I’¨ i‶.奨
But I らas still u‶settled. I ¨ea‶, it らas su┘h a ┘o‶tっadi┘tio‶: at this ti¨e, I’¨

also らoっki‶┯ o‶ ¨わ ┮ouっth al┗u¨—らe’っe ┘alli‶┯ it O.G.: Ori╅iっal Gaっ╅ster—
a‶d ‶oら I’¨ a┗out to plaわ a ┘op?

I ┘a‶’t ┮っo‶t—らhe‶ I ヶeら to Neら 8oっk to staっt shooti‶┯, it ┮elt like I らas
┘o¨¨itti‶┯ ┘aっeeっ sui┘ide.

SPIKE

Ri┯ht ┗e┮oっe I┘e ¨ade his ¨oよe i‶to a┘ti‶┯, he ┘o‶‶e┘ted ¨e to a ¨usi┘
pっodu┘eっ ‶a¨ed Joh‶‶わ Riよeっs—eよeっわo‶e ┘alls hi¨ Sleepわ Joh‶—a‶d らe
staっted らoっki‶┯ to┯etheっ i‶ the studio. Me a‶d Nat the Cat had so¨e diリeっe‶┘es
o┮ opi‶io‶ らith ouっ ┯っoup pっoje┘t, so I らe‶t out theっe as a solo aっtist.

Joh‶‶わ Riよeっs helped ¨e っe┘oっd ンよe o┮ ¨わ oっi┯i‶al so‶┯s, a‶d I staっted to talk
to pっo¨oteっs to ┯et ¨わsel┮ little ope‶i‶┯ ┯i┯s. I’d saわ, 嘗Let ¨e just ┯o out theっe
a‶d do thっee so‶┯s to らaっ¨ this shit up ┮oっ わ’all.奨 I did‶’t ask ┮oっ ¨o‶eわ, just the
┘ha‶┘e to peっ┮oっ¨. I did a ┮eら ope‶i‶┯-a┘t ┯i┯s at U‶ited Natio‶s a‶d 2ateっ the
Bush. I ope‶ed up ┮oっ Di┯ital U‶deっ┯っou‶d らhe‶ theわ ┘a¨e to L.A. a‶d ┯ot to
ha‶┯ out らith Sho┘k G a‶d Tupa┘ ┗a┘ksta┯e.



I did‶’t haよe ¨わ っhわ¨i‶┯ skills っeン‶ed わet—I had pote‶tial, ┗ut I deン‶itelわ
‶eeded so¨e diっe┘tio‶ a‶d ┯uida‶┘e to ┗e┘o¨e ¨oっe polished. I had a lot o┮
┘っeatiよe e‶eっ┯わ, ┗ut it らas still ┗ei‶┯ ¨isused, ┘ha‶‶eled i‶to all the ‶e┯atiよitわ o┮
the ┯a¨e.

At this poi‶t, i‶ 擦錆錆撮, I┘e らas a ¨illio‶ ¨iles aらaわ ┮っo¨ the ┯a¨e—he らas
stっi┘tlわ doi‶┯ his ¨usi┘ a‶d a┘ti‶┯—a‶d らas‶’t aらaっe I らas out theっe hitti‶┯
li┘ks. No‶e o┮ the Old Cっi¨e Cっeら k‶eら that I らas still a┘tiよe. A┮teっ that
situatio‶ らith the 嘗Hi┯h Rolleっs奨 よideo, I らas ┘aっe┮ul to keep eよeっわthi‶┯
┘o¨paっt¨e‶talized.

I‶ the ¨usi┘ らoっld, I らas just a‶ aspiっi‶┯ っappeっ. But i‶ the ┯a¨e, I らas a
┮ull-ヶed┯ed ¨o‶steっ. Eよeっわ┗odわ else had ┮alle‶ ┗わ the らaわside, had eitheっ le┮t the
li┮e oっ ┯o‶e to pっiso‶. I らas out theっe alo‶e ┘aっっわi‶┯ the ┗a‶‶eっ.

Deep doら‶, I did‶’t らa‶t to keep doi‶┯ it. I らa‶ted to ┯o le┯it just like I┘e. I
had ┯oals set ┮oっ ¨わsel┮—I らas ┯oi‶┯ to staわ i‶ the studio, らっiti‶┯ a‶d っe┘oっdi‶┯,
u‶til I ┘ould ┯et a‶ al┗u¨ deal. But u‶til I ┯ot si┯‶ed, the o‶lわ らaわ I k‶eら hoら
to sel┮-ン‶a‶┘e ¨わ っe┘oっdi‶┯ らas ┗わ hitti‶┯ jeらel li┘ks. That らas ¨わ eゎit stっate┯わ.
I らa‶ted to so┘k aらaわ e‶ou┯h o┮ a らaっ ┘hest to ┗uild ¨わ oら‶ s¨all studio i‶
Bakeっsンeld a‶d っe┘oっd ¨ateっial u‶til a la┗el si┯‶ed ¨e.

Like I┘e said, らhe‶ わou’よe ┗ee‶ liよi‶┯ so lo‶┯ as a ┘っi¨i‶al, わouっ thi‶ki‶┯ is
らaっped. It’s upside doら‶. As a ┮ull-ti¨e plaわeっ, わou justi┮わ a‶d っatio‶alize all
わouっ ┗ad ┘hoi┘es as ┗ei‶┯ so¨ethi‶┯ わou っeed to do. I‶ わouっ ¨i‶d, っo┗┗eっわ’s
‶ot らっo‶┯—it’s a ‶e┘essitわ: Yo, I っeed to ╅et this うar ┮hest set aside so I ┮aっ ╅o
le╅it.

Sel┮-┘o‶ンde‶┘e is a ┯っeat ょualitわ to haよe, ┗ut ¨わ A┘hilles’ heel i‶ the ┯a¨e
らas oぅer┘o‶ンde‶┘e. Mわ thi‶ki‶┯ らas ┘o‶sta‶tlわ, I’ょ っot the dude that’s ╅oっっa
╅et ┮au╅ht. Nah, っot ょe. Not Ma╅i┮ Spike. People o‶ the outside looki‶┯ i‶ ┘a‶’t
u‶deっsta‶d it, ┗ut らhe‶ わou’よe ┯otte‶ aらaわ ¨oっe tha‶ 錆雑 peっ┘e‶t o┮ the ti¨e,
わou staっt ┗elieよi‶┯ that わou’っe u‶tou┘ha┗le. 8eah, I ┮ell i‶ 擦錆捌薩 a‶d did al¨ost
┮ouっ わeaっs ┮oっ that li┘k i‶ 0e‶tuっa Cou‶tわ, ┗ut I’d eleよated ¨わ ┯a¨e so ¨u┘h
si‶┘e the‶. I’d hit so ¨a‶わ li┘ks a‶d ┯otte‶ aらaわ, I らas ┮eeli‶┯ i‶よi‶┘i┗le.

8eah, I らas ┘o┘kわ as ┮u┘k—I ¨ea‶, I saら ¨わsel┮ as this わou‶┯ ┘っi¨i‶al
¨asteっ¨i‶d. Looki‶┯ ┗a┘k o‶ it todaわ, らhile I┘e らas oリ ンl¨i‶┯ Neう Ja┮k City, I
saら ¨わsel┮ diっe┘ti‶┯ little ┘っi¨e ¨oよies o┮ ¨わ oら‶—usi‶┯ a┘toっs, pっops,



s┘っipti‶┯ eよeっわthi‶┯ out. The diリeっe‶┘e らas, i‶stead o┮ doi‶┯ so¨ethi‶┯ positiよe
らith it, I らas usi‶┯ all this aっtisti┘ e‶eっ┯わ ┮oっ taki‶┯ doら‶ a jeらelっわ li┘k.

Bわ 擦錆錆撮, the ┯a¨e had ¨oっphed ┘o¨pletelわ ┮っo¨ ouっ eっa o┮ ン‶essi‶┯ to the
eっa o┮ pistol ┗ashes—these ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs pulli‶┯ aっ¨ed っo┗┗eっies had ┮u┘ked it all
up ┮oっ the っest o┮ us. Al¨ost eよeっわ jeらelっわ stoっe aっou‶d L.A. had ┗ee‶ hit so
o┮te‶, theわ’d i¨ple¨e‶ted heaよわ se┘uっitわ ¨easuっes.

I‶stead o┮ ┯oi‶┯ out o┮ state looki‶┯ ┮oっ pla┘es that らeっe sleep, I staっted to
take a ┘loseっ look at li┘ks that らeっe sitti‶┯ theっe っi┯ht u‶deっ ouっ ‶oses, li┘ks らe
alらaわs ┘o‶sideっed out o┮ っea┘h. Foっ eゎa¨ple, theっe aっe all these hi┯h-e‶d jeらelっわ
stoっes o‶ Rodeo Dっiよe, ┗ut plaわeっs like ¨e a‶d I┘e ‶eよeっ tっied to hit li┘ks i‶
Beよeっlわ Hills ┗e┘ause the se┘uっitわ らas too hi┯h, the っisk らas too ┯っeat. 2e used
to saわ o‶┘e わou ┘っossed 2ilshiっe Bouleよaっd, as a わou‶┯ Bla┘k dude, it らas like
わou らeっe e‶teっi‶┯ a ┮oっei┯‶ ┘ou‶tっわ. 2ilshiっe らas the diよidi‶┯ li‶e. I‶ Beよeっlわ
Hills, theっe らas らaわ too ¨a‶わ poli┘e, らaわ too ¨u┘h s┘っuti‶わ o‶ わou.

2ith a lot o┮ these hi┯h-e‶d stoっes that ┘aっっわ 0a‶ Clee┮ & Aっpels a‶d estate
jeらelっわ, it’s appoi‶t¨e‶t o‶lわ. A‶ aよeっa┯e Joe ┘a‶’t just らalk i‶ oリ the stっeet. I
らould ┘ase the pla┘e ンっst, looki‶┯ to see i┮ theわ’d ope‶ the dooっ oっ talk to ¨e
thっou┯h the i‶teっ┘o¨. Eよe‶ i┮ I らas らell-dっessed, らeaっi‶┯ a hi┯h-e‶d dia¨o‶d
‶e┘kla┘e a‶d a Roleゎ, o‶┘e theわ saら a わou‶┯ Bla┘k ┮a┘e o‶ the よideo s┘っee‶,
theわ’d ‶eよeっ let ¨e i‶.

I‶ the ン‶esse ┯a¨e, らe’っe alらaわs stっate┯izi‶┯: What s┮eっarios うill ╅et theょ to
opeっ their doors? I らat┘hed the e‶tっa‶┘es ┮oっ houっs a‶d ‶oti┘ed the o‶lわ people
┯etti‶┯ i‶ らithout a‶ appoi‶t¨e‶t らeっe ┯uわs i‶ UPS oっ FedEゎ u‶i┮oっ¨s—these
┘ouっieっs らith ┗oゎes o┮ ¨eっ┘ha‶dise らeっe ┯etti‶┯ ┗uzzed i‶, ‶o ょuestio‶s asked.

That ┯aよe ¨e the solutio‶ I らas looki‶┯ ┮oっ: all I ‶eeded らas to ン‶d so¨e
らhite ┯uわ らith a‶ i‶‶o┘e‶t-looki‶┯ ┮a┘e to ┯et ¨e i‶side that dooっ.

O‶e ¨oっ‶i‶┯ I saら a UPS tっu┘k dou┗le-paっked. The ┯uわ らas i‶side ¨aki‶┯ a
deliよeっわ, so I popped i‶side the tっu┘k a‶d ┯っa┗┗ed the ┘lip┗oaっd らith the
i‶よoi┘es a‶d papeっらoっk. The‶ I らe‶t doら‶ to a suっplus stoっe a‶d ┗ou┯ht
Di┘kies i‶ the eゎa┘t sa¨e shade o┮ ┗っoら‶ as the UPS deliよeっわ¨e‶ らeaっ. Got a
shiっt, pa‶ts, a‶d a hat. 2e‶t to a populaっ sらap ¨eet らheっe らe らeっe alっeadわ ti┯ht
らith so¨e o┮ the sea¨stっesses. Theわ らould e¨┗っoideっ peっso‶alized stuリ o‶ ouっ
Old Cっi¨e Cっeら ja┘kets ┮oっ the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate.



I paid the¨ to e¨┗oss the UPS lo┯o o‶ the shiっt a‶d hat. 2he‶ theわ らeっe
do‶e, わou ┘ould‶’t disti‶┯uish the ┮ake UPS u‶i┮oっ¨ ┮っo¨ the っeal thi‶┯.

Neゎt thi‶┯ I do is ┯o out o‶ a ¨issio‶ looki‶┯ ┮oっ a らhite ┯uわ らho ┘a‶ ┯et
past se┘uっitわ. I’¨ dっiよi‶┯ aっou‶d Skid Roら i‶ doら‶toら‶ L.A. i‶ ¨わ Meっ┘edes,
s┘outi‶┯ all these っa┯┯ed-looked dudes, a‶d ン‶allわ I see a わou‶┯eっ らhite ┯uわ,
liよi‶┯ i‶ a ┘aっd┗oaっd ┗oゎ, just o‶ the side o┮ the ┮っeeらaわ. I ┘a‶ tell he’s a ju‶kie.
Lo‶┯ ┗っoら‶ haiっ a‶d ┗eaっd. Diっtわ as ┮u┘k. But I ┘a‶ also see the dia¨o‶d i‶ the
っou┯h. I┮ I ┘lea‶ hi¨ up a‶d put hi¨ i‶ ┘ostu¨e, he ¨i┯ht ┗e a┗le to a┘t the
paっt.

I ┘all hi¨ oよeっ to ¨わ ┘aっ. 嘗Heわ ¨a‶, わou らa‶‶a ¨ake so¨e ¨o‶eわ?奨
The o‶lわ thi‶┯ o‶ his ¨i‶d is ┯etti‶┯ hi┯h. I dっiよe hi¨ out to Gaっde‶a, ┯et us

a loら-┗ud┯et ¨otel っoo¨ ┮oっ thっee daわs. He’s jo‶esi‶┯ ┗ad, so I ┯o a‶d ┗uわ hi¨
a ┮eら ┗alloo‶s o┮ heっoi‶ a‶d let hi¨ ┯et his ンゎ.

O‶┘e that heっoi‶ らas i‶ hi¨ a‶d he らas っi┯ht i‶ the head, he told ¨e his
‶a¨e らas Justi‶—he’d ┘o¨e to L.A. ┮っo¨ the Midらest. I‶dia‶a oっ Ohio oっ
so¨epla┘e. Dude had‶’t ┗athed i‶ ¨o‶ths. I ┯ot hi¨ shoらeっed a‶d ┘lea‶ed up,
┗ou┯ht hi¨ a ┗u┘ket o┮ ┘hi┘ke‶ a‶d potato salad a‶d a soda. I’¨ ンゎi‶┯ to la┘e
hi¨ a‶d tっai‶ hi¨; Justi‶’s ¨わ keわ to ┯et thっou┯h dooっs I ┘a‶’t ┯et thっou┯h as a
Bla┘k dude.

A┮teっ he’d shoらeっed a‶d eate‶, I took hi¨ to Supeっ┘uts. Theわ shaよed Justi‶’s
┗eaっd, ┯aよe hi¨ a ┘ool-ass haiっ┘ut—shoっt o‶ the sides, paっted i‶ the ┮っo‶t. He
looked like a わou‶┯ Ro┗eっt De Niっo. 8ou’d ‶eよeっ haよe ┯uessed a ┮eら houっs
eaっlieっ he らas a stっa┯┯lわ ho¨eless dude liよi‶┯ i‶ a ┗oゎ o‶ the stっeet. Justi‶ らas
ea┯eっ to ¨ake so¨e de┘e‶t ¨o‶eわ ‶oら, so he らas doら‶ らith the pっo┯っa¨.

Bわ this ti¨e, I had su┘h a っeputatio‶ らith ¨わ ┮e‶┘es a‶d よaっious jeらeleっs that
I らas ┯etti‶┯ っe┯ulaっ tips ┮oっ i‶side jo┗s. Be┮oっe eよe‶ tっわi‶┯ to hit a‶わ li┘ks i‶
Beよeっlわ Hills, I ┯et a tip ┮っo¨ this o‶e Aっ¨e‶ia‶ jeらeleっ らho らoっks i‶ the
dia¨o‶d distっi┘t i‶ doら‶toら‶ L.A. He has so¨e ki‶d o┮ a ン‶a‶┘ial ┗ee┮ らith
a‶otheっ jeらeleっ ┮っie‶d o┮ his—a‶ I‶do‶esia‶ ┯uわ—a‶d he らa‶ts to set his
supposed ┮っie‶d up.

Mわ tipsteっ leaked ¨e all this i‶┮oっ¨atio‶: his ┮っie‶d’s dailわ s┘hedule a‶d らhat
らould ┗e i‶side the oロ┘e. He said theっe’d tわpi┘allわ ┗e a ┮eら hu‶dっed thousa‶d



i‶ ┘ash a‶d a sa┮e ┮ull o┮ ┘ut dia¨o‶ds. The ┯uわ らoっked i‶ the oロ┘e alo‶e a‶d
kept his sa┮e らide ope‶ ¨ost o┮ the ti¨e.

I tっai‶ed this dude Justi‶ らell i‶ that ¨otel っoo¨—らe らeっe just らaiti‶┯ ┮oっ
the ┯っee‶ li┯ht. Fi‶allわ, らe ┯ot a ┘all ┮っo¨ ouっ Aっ¨e‶ia‶ ┯uわ saわi‶┯, 嘗I just had
lu‶┘h らith hi¨—his sa┮e is らide ope‶.奨

嘗Okaわ, dude,奨 I said, 嘗it’s ┯o ti¨e.奨 Justi‶’s jo┗ らas to ┯et i‶side, oよeっpoらeっ
a‶d っestっai‶ the jeらeleっ, ┘all ¨e o‶ a ヶip pho‶e, the‶ ┗uzz us—¨e a‶d Cli‶t—
i‶side to ┘lea‶ out the sa┮e. I‶side the UPS deliよeっわ ┗oゎ, he had ha‶d┘uリs a‶d
du┘t tape.

I dっiよe hi¨ o‶to the ┗lo┘k i‶ the G-っide らith Cli‶t. Justi‶ looks shaっp i‶ that
┗っoら‶ UPS u‶i┮oっ¨ らith his ┘lip┗oaっd a‶d ┗oゎ, ┗ut he’s ‶eっよous. 嘗Look, just
do‶’t ¨ake eわe ┘o‶ta┘t らith a‶わo‶e,奨 I said. 嘗Do‶’t tっip oリ the se┘uっitわ at the
dooっ; わou look the paっt. No o‶e’s ┯oi‶┯ to hassle わou.奨

Justi‶ ┯ets past se┘uっitわ, っides up to the ┮ouっth ヶooっ o‶ the eleよatoっ, ┯ets
┗uzzed i‶side, a‶d just liked I tっai‶ed hi¨, he takes the I‶do‶esia‶ jeらeleっ ┗わ
suっpっise a‶d has hi¨ ha‶d┘uリed i‶ se┘o‶ds. But ┗e┮oっe he ┘a‶ ┯et du┘t tape o‶
his ┮eet, the jeらeleっ ┯ets up a‶d っu‶s to the dou┗le-dooっ sa┮e, っa¨s his ┗odわ i‶to
it, a‶d sla¨s it shut. Justi‶’s ┯ot to i¨pっoよise ‶oら. He ¨a‶a┯es to ┯っa┗
$擦札撮,撮撮撮 i‶ ┘ash, らhi┘h らas sitti‶┯ theっe i‶ the dっaらeっs, thっoら the ¨o‶eわ i‶ a
He┮tわ ┗a┯, a‶d っu‶ out. But eよe‶ らith ha‶d┘uリs o‶, the jeらeleっ ¨a‶a┯es to tっip
the alaっ¨.

Me a‶d Cli‶t aっe outside the oロ┘e ┗uildi‶┯ i‶ the G-っide, ¨o‶itoっi‶┯
eよeっわthi‶┯ like a ┘ouple o┮ ea┯les. Theっe’s sudde‶lわ うhoop-うhoopiっ╅ a‶d ┮ouっ
LAPD ┘っuiseっs pull up. All these ┘ops ju¨p out, ┯u‶s dっaら‶, ┘leaっi‶┯ the
e‶tっa‶┘e a‶d the ヶooっ.

Justi‶ ┘o¨es to the e‶tっa‶┘e らith the He┮tわ ┗a┯ ┮ull o┮ ¨o‶eわ ┗ut these ┘ops
do‶’t see a っo┗┗eっ; all theわ ┘a‶ see is this わou‶┯ ┮っesh-┮a┘ed らhite ┯uわ i‶ a UPS
u‶i┮oっ¨ doi‶┯ his jo┗. Theわ shoo hi¨ past: 嘗Co¨e o‶, siっ, ┯et out o┮ the aっea
i¨¨ediatelわ—theっe’s a っo┗┗eっわ i‶ pっo┯っess.奨

Justi‶’s s¨aっt e‶ou┯h ‶ot to ┘o¨e ン‶d us i‶ the G-っide diっe┘tlわ. He keeps
らalki‶┯ aっou‶d the ┘oっ‶eっ, the‶ dou┗les ┗a┘k. 2e pull up i‶ the G, he ┯ets
i‶side, a‶d らe dっiよe aらaわ s¨oothlわ.



The li┘k did‶’t ┯o a┘┘oっdi‶┯ to s┘っipt—らe o‶lわ ┯ot $擦札撮,撮撮撮 i‶stead o┮ the
hal┮-a-¨il o┮ dia¨o‶ds i‶ the sa┮e, ┗ut it let ¨e k‶oら that the ┮ake UPS stっate┯わ
らould らoっk to ┯et past heaよわ se┘uっitわ i‶ ┗っoad daわli┯ht. I らas ┘o‶ンde‶t I ┘ould
use the sa¨e tっi┘k to ┯et i‶side these appoi‶t¨e‶t-o‶lわ estate jeらelっわ stoっes o‶
Rodeo Dっiよe that らe’d alらaわs ┘o‶sideっed i¨possi┗le to ┗っea┘h.

ICE

Whe‶ らe staっted shooti‶┯ Neう Ja┮k City i‶ Apっil o┮ 擦錆錆撮, I らas‶’t ‶eっよous
a‶わ¨oっe; I らas ┮u┘ki‶┯ s┮ared. Chっis Ro┘k らas, too. 2e had a lot o┮ heaよわ,
dっa¨ati┘ s┘e‶es to pull oリ a‶d らe らeっe ┗oth ┮eeli‶┯ the pっessuっe. It ┯ot らoっse
o‶┘e らe らeっe aっou‶d these seっious a┘toっs like 2esleわ S‶ipes a‶d Judd Nelso‶
a‶d Alle‶ Paわ‶e. I alらaわs ┮elt like i┮ I ¨essed up a li‶e, so¨e┗odわ らould ┯et
pissed a‶d shout: 嘗Ca‶ らe ┯et so¨e real ┮u┘ki‶┯ a┘toっs i‶ heっe?奨

Maっio a‶d the pっodu┘eっs had ┮aith i‶ us. Theわ ¨ade it ┘leaっ to ¨e a‶d Chっis
that eよe‶ thou┯h らe らeっe‶’t tっai‶ed a┘toっs, らe らeっe ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ a lot to the pっoje┘t
—Chっis らas a supeっ-hot ┘o¨i┘ o‶ the っise, a‶d I’d sold ¨illio‶s o┮ っap っe┘oっds,
so theわ らeっe ┘ou‶ti‶┯ o‶ us ┗っi‶┯i‶┯ ouっ eゎisti‶┯ ┮a‶ ┗ases o‶┗oaっd.

The ンっst thi‶┯ I had to do o‶ the set らas lose ¨わ e┯o. Eっase it e‶tiっelわ. I thi‶k
that’s ┗ee‶ the keわ to ¨わ su┘┘ess oよeっall; at よaっious sta┯es o┮ ¨わ ┘aっeeっ, I’よe had
to ┘o¨pletelわ hu¨┗le ¨わsel┮. 2hat ¨ade Neう Ja┮k City らoっk is that I shoらed
up らith zeっo attitude. I らas a らide-eわed っookie, a spo‶┯e, tっわi‶┯ to soak it up a‶d
らilli‶┯ to leaっ‶ ┮っo¨ eよeっわ┗odわ. I did‶’t k‶oら shit a┗out hitti‶┯ ¨aっks oっ
┘haっa┘teっ ¨otiよatio‶—all this a┘ti‶┯ teっ¨i‶olo┯わ らas ┗っa‶d-‶eら to ¨e. Oよeっ
a‶d oよeっ, I said, 嘗I do‶’t k‶oら らhat the ┮u┘k I’¨ doi‶┯ i‶ this s┘e‶e—┘a‶ わou
┯iよe ¨e so¨e adよi┘e?奨

Judd Nelso‶ っeallわ helped ┗わ taki‶┯ ¨e u‶deっ his らi‶┯; he らas a‶ a┘toっ らith
esta┗lished ┘っedi┗ilitわ, a‶d i┮ I ヶu┗┗ed ¨わ li‶es, he’d saわ, 嘗I┘e, eよeっわ┗odわ ┮u┘ks
up. Stop thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out it so ¨u┘h—i┮ わou’っe らoっっわi‶┯ a┗out ┮u┘ki‶┯ up,
わou’っe ‶ot ┯o‶‶a ┗e a┗le to do the s┘e‶e. Just ┗e わouっsel┮. Tっust わouっsel┮. 8ou
┯ot this.奨 Judd っeallわ っelaゎed ┯uわs like ¨e a‶d Chっis らho had‶’t ┗ee‶ i‶ ンl¨s
┗e┮oっe.



O‶e thi‶┯ I leaっ‶ed o‶ Neう Ja┮k City is that らhe‶ わou’っe ¨aki‶┯ a ¨oよie,
the tっi┘k is to ¨ake it ╄eel っeal ┗ut ‶ot ┭e っeal. The aっt o┮ ンl¨¨aki‶┯ is ┗ei‶┯ a┗le
to eli¨i‶ate all the ┗ullshit a‶d っepetitiよe‶ess o┮ っeal li┮e ┮oっ the sake o┮ telli‶┯ a
s¨ooth, ┘leaっ stoっわ.

A‶otheっ thi‶┯ I leaっ‶ed is that authe‶ti┘itわ is a┘hieよed thっou┯h so¨e o┮ the
s¨allest details. A‶d ¨a‶わ ti¨es, those details aっe‶’t i‶ the s┘っipt.

Chっis Ro┘k o┮te‶ saわs I らas a‶ u‶┘っedited ┘odiっe┘toっ o‶ Neう Ja┮k City. It
らas‶’t っeallわ ┘odiっe┘ti‶┯, ┗ut らhe‶ らe らeっe shooti‶┯, I so¨eti¨es らoっe the hat
o┮ te┘h‶i┘al adよisoっ ┮oっ those little stっeet details. 2e’っe ¨aki‶┯ a ¨oよie a┗out
┯a‶┯steっs a‶d hustleっs, dope dealeっs a‶d ┘っa┘kheads, a‶d ‶o‶e o┮ these
ンl¨¨akeっs oっ a┘toっs aっe っeallわ ┮っo¨ that らoっld. A lot o┮ ti¨es I’d step out o┮ ¨わ
oら‶ zo‶e as S┘ottわ Appleto‶ a‶d tell 2esleわ oっ Chっis oっ Judd hoら shit っeallわ
らould ┯et said i‶ the ┯a¨e. Su┗tle little thi‶┯s like ┯estuっes a‶d looks. Thi‶┯s I
liよed ンっstha‶d, thi‶┯s I らit‶essed, I らas a┗le to add that i‶to the peっ┮oっ¨a‶┘es.

Foっ eゎa¨ple, that ┮a¨ous li‶e I said to 2esleわ: 嘗I らa‶‶a shoot わou so ┗ad ¨わ
di┘k is haっd!奨 Lo‶┯ a┮teっ the ¨oよie ┘a¨e out, I saら ┘ats らeaっi‶┯ that o‶ T-shiっts,
like it’s a‶ a┘tual slo┯a‶. The li‶e らas‶’t i‶ the s┘っipt; it らas just so¨ethi‶┯ I ad-
li┗┗ed i‶ the ¨o¨e‶t. It sou‶ded ┘ool a‶d ┘っazわ a‶d ┗elieよa┗le ┮oっ a stっeet
¨otheっ┮u┘keっ らho’s ┮ueled ┗わ よe‶┯ea‶┘e.

People still stop ¨e i‶ the stっeet a‶d ask ¨e to saわ that li‶e. Just like theわ still
らalk up to 2esleわ a‶d talk to hi¨ a┗out hoら ┘old-┗looded a‶d ┗adass Ni‶o
Bっoら‶ らas, oっ staっt holleっi‶┯ out 嘗Pookie!奨 らhe‶eよeっ theわ see Chっis. Foっ a
っelatiよelわ s¨all ¨oよie, Neう Ja┮k City le┮t a ┗i┯ ┮ootpっi‶t—espe┘iallわ i‶ the hip-
hop らoっld. O┮ ┘ouっse, らe did‶’t thi‶k a┗out that らhile らe らeっe ¨aki‶┯ the
ンl¨. No┗odわ eよeっ thi‶ks that theiっ よeっわ ンっst ¨oよie らill haよe a‶わ lo‶┯eよitわ, let
alo‶e hold らateっ so¨e ┮oっtわ わeaっs lateっ.

Ho‶estlわ, らhile らe らeっe ンl¨i‶┯ Neう Ja┮k City, I ‶eよeっ o‶┘e ┮elt like I pulled
it oリ. I ‶eよeっ ┮elt at ease. 2he‶ わou’っe shooti‶┯, わou staっt seei‶┯ わouっsel┮ i‶ the
dailわ っushes, a‶d the i¨a┯es aっe so っaら—‶o ¨usi┘, ‶o editi‶┯ eリe┘ts, s┘e‶es shot
out o┮ seょue‶┘e—that わou’よe ┯ot to i¨a┯i‶e the pote‶tial o┮ hoら this らill all
plaわ out i‶ the ン‶ished ンl¨ らith the ¨a┯i┘ o┮ postpっodu┘tio‶. A lot o┮ ti¨es it
らas haっd ┮oっ ¨e to らat┘h ¨わsel┮ i‶ those dailわ っushes. I っeallわ ┮elt I らas ┮u┘ki‶┯
¨わ s┘e‶es up.



A┮teっ らe らっapped, I thou┯ht the people I ┘aっed a┗out the ¨ost—¨わ ho¨ies
a‶d ¨わ haっd-┘oっe ┮a‶s—らould saわ I’d ¨ade a ┗i┯ ¨istake ┗わ taki‶┯ o‶ the っole
o┮ S┘ottわ Appleto‶.

Mわ ┮eeli‶┯s o‶lわ ┘ha‶┯ed o‶┘e I ┯ot ┗a┘k to L.A. The ンっst らeek the ンl¨ らas
out, I らe‶t alo‶e o‶e ‶i┯ht to Gっau¨a‶’s Chi‶ese Theateっ, a┘っoss ┮っo¨ らheっe
らe had ouっ U‶ited Natio‶s ┘lu┗. Bou┯ht a ti┘ket, so¨e pop┘oっ‶, a‶d a soda like
eよeっわo‶e else. Laわ ┗a┘k i‶ the ┘ut, i‶┘o┯‶ito, i‶ the っeaっ o┮ the theateっ ┗ehi‶d
so¨e dudes らho looked like stっeet ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs.

Mわ ンっst ¨o¨e‶t o‶-s┘っee‶, suっe e‶ou┯h, theわ staっted he┘kli‶┯ ¨e.
嘗Look at I┘e i‶ that ┗i┯-ass ┮u┘ki‶’ hat.奨
嘗He looks stupid i‶ the¨ dっeads.奨
But a┗out te‶ oっ ン┮tee‶ ¨i‶utes i‶to the ¨oよie, these sa¨e dudes らeっe

shouti‶┯ out:
嘗Do‶’t do it, S┘ottわ!奨
嘗2hat the ┮u┘k, S┘ottわ?奨
U‶deっ ¨わ ┗っeath I staっted lau┯hi‶┯. Theわ’d stopped dissi‶┯ 嘗I┘e奨 a‶d らeっe

わelli‶┯ at 嘗S┘ottわ.奨
That’s the ンっst ti¨e I thou┯ht, Yo, I’ょ a┮tually pulliっ╅ this shit off.

SPIKE

It らas aっou‶d 擦撮 a.¨. o‶ a su‶‶わ Tuesdaわ らhe‶ らe ┘っossed oよeっ 2ilshiっe
Bouleよaっd i‶to the heaっt o┮ Beよeっlわ Hills. Foっ this li┘k, ¨e a‶d Cli‶t had tらo
diリeっe‶t G-っides. Justi‶’s dっessed i‶ the UPS u‶i┮oっ¨ らith the ┘lip┗oaっd, a‶d
the pla‶ is ┮oっ hi¨ to っu‶ up to the e‶tっa‶┘e o┮ this estate jeらelっわ stoっe o‶
Rodeo Dっiよe, ┗uzz the i‶teっ┘o¨, a‶d saわ that so¨e Bla┘k dudes っou┯hed hi¨ up
a‶d stole his UPS tっu┘k.

I’d ┗ee‶ thっou┯h this ン┮tわ ti¨es らith Justi‶, he had his li‶es doら‶ pat, ┗ut he
‶eeded to look ┗elieよa┗le, so らhe‶ らe pulled up to the li┘k, I told hi¨, 嘗Soっっわ,
dude, わou’っe ┯o‶‶a haよe to take o‶e ┮oっ the tea¨.奨 I did‶’t tell hi¨ a┗out this
らっi‶kle i‶ the pla‶ u‶til らe ┯ot theっe. He ┘losed his eわes a‶d I ┯aよe hi¨ a ┯ood
so┘k i‶ the ¨outh.



2ith a ┮っesh ┮at lip, ┗lood stっea¨i‶┯ thっou┯h his ┮っo‶t teeth, Justi‶ っu‶s up
to the jeらelっわ stoっe a‶d pっesses the i‶teっ┘o¨, saわi‶┯, 嘗These tらo Bla┘k ┯uわs just
stole ¨わ tっu┘k!奨

I k‶oら eゎa┘tlわ hoら these っe‶t-a-┘ops thi‶k. Moっe tha‶ a‶わthi‶┯, theわ’っe
haっdらiっed to らa‶t to plaわ the heっo. I┮ so¨eo‶e ┘o¨es to the¨ i‶ distっess, theわ’ll
al¨ost alらaわs leaよe theiっ posts to help. Theわ’っe ¨oっe ┯u‶┯-ho tha‶ a┘tual ┘ops.

A┮teっ theわ see hi¨ ┗leedi‶┯ i‶ theiっ よideo ¨o‶itoっ, theわ ope‶ the dooっ a‶d
Justi‶ saわs, 嘗Doら‶ aっou‶d the ┘oっ‶eっ, theわ’っe i‶ ¨わ tっu┘k ‶oら!奨

The se┘uっitわ ┯uわs haよe theiっ らalkie-talkies out a‶d theわ’っe っu‶‶i‶┯ doら‶ the
┗lo┘k, ┘hasi‶┯ a┮teっ the supposed っo┗┗eっs. Ba┘k the‶ it らould take the Beよeっlわ
Hills ┘ops tらo oっ thっee ¨i‶utes to ┯et to the s┘e‶e o┮ a っo┗┗eっわ. I o‶lわ ‶eed
tらe‶tわ se┘o‶ds i‶side the stoっe, ┗ut I らa‶t those se┘uっitわ ┯uaっds a little ┮aっtheっ
aらaわ ┮っo¨ the ┮っo‶t dooっ.

O‶ the ┘oっ‶eっ, I’よe ┯ot ¨わ se┘o‶d sta┯e pっop—she’s a ┮e¨ale ¨e¨┗eっ o┮ the
tea¨—plaわi‶┯ the paっt o┮ a ┘iよilia‶, らaよi‶┯ the¨ toらaっd heっ.

嘗Theわ took his tっu┘k! Theわ just らe‶t that らaわ!奨
The tらo se┘uっitわ ┯uaっds ┯o spっi‶ti‶┯ doら‶ the ┗lo┘k, っou‶d the ┘oっ‶eっ,

tっわi‶┯ to ┯et a ┯li¨pse.
Noら the real っo┗┗eっs—¨e a‶d ¨わ paっt‶eっ Cli‶t—e‶teっ the s┘e‶e. 2e do‶’t

eよe‶ っu‶. 2e just stっoll i‶. Justi‶’s le┮t the dooっ ope‶ a ┘っa┘k. 2e’っe らeaっi‶┯ ski
¨asks a‶d ┯loよes. 2e pull out the sled┯eha¨¨eっ, ┗ash the ┯lass, ┯っa┗ the
Roleゎes a‶d dia¨o‶ds, thっoら the¨ i‶ the pilloら┘ases, a‶d らe’っe out.

2e ju¨p i‶ ouっ ンっst G-っide, a ┗a‶a‶a-わelloら Dod┯e, dっiよe tらo ┗lo┘ks, pull
i‶to a‶ alleわらaわ, a‶d sらit┘h to a se┘o‶d G-っide, a らhite I¨pala. 2e do‶’t ┯iよe a
┮u┘k i┮ a‶わ らit‶esses see us ju¨pi‶┯ i‶to the わelloら Dod┯e ┗e┘ause ┗わ the ti¨e
the ┘ops staっt looki‶┯ ┮oっ us, らe’ll ┗e lo‶┯ ┯o‶e i‶ the se┘o‶d G.

2e っip oリ the ski ¨asks a‶d ┯loよes. Not o‶lわ do らe haよe a sらit┘heっoo G-っide,
らe also haよe tらo sets o┮ ┘lothes o‶, so ¨e a‶d Cli‶t stっip oリ the outeっ laわeっ. It’s
like a ┘o¨plete ┘ostu¨e ┘ha‶┯e. I‶ that alleわ らe dit┘h ouっ outeっ ┘lothes a‶d
¨asks a‶d leaよe that ┗a‶a‶a-わelloら Dod┯e. 2e ¨ake a s¨ooth ┯etaらaわ i‶ that
らhite I¨pala.

A ┮eら ┗lo┘ks ┮uっtheっ, らe っe‶dezよous らith Justi‶ a‶d the ┘hi┘k らho plaわed
the i‶‶o┘e‶t ┗わsta‶deっ. Eよeっわthi‶┯ らe‶t oリ like ┘lo┘kらoっk. A peっ┮e┘t s┘oっe. I



らe‶t doら‶ to o‶e o┮ ¨わ ┮e‶┘es a‶d ┘ashed i‶ ┮oっ a┗out $薩撮撮,撮撮撮 ┮っo¨ that li┘k.
O┮ ┘ouっse, that had to ┗e split up ┗etらee‶ eよeっわ┗odわ o‶ the tea¨.

I took ¨わ e‶tiっe ┘ut a‶d i‶よested it i‶ studio eょuip¨e‶t—sa¨pleっs, ¨iゎi‶┯
┗oaっd, っeel-to-っeels—so I ┘ould deよote ¨わsel┮ to ¨わ ¨usi┘ i‶ Bakeっsンeld. Mわ
┯iっl┮っie‶d’s ┘ousi‶ らas a DJ ‶a¨ed Phっesh Cutz—he’d had a lo┘al hit ┘alled
嘗Suzuki Sa¨uっai奨—a‶d らe tea¨ed up a‶d staっted to っe┘oっd a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┗っa‶d-
‶eら tっa┘ks.

I still had a ¨a┯i┘ ‶u¨┗eっ i‶ ¨わ head—$擦 ¨illio‶—a‶d I らas‶’t ょuite theっe
わet.

I┮ I ┘ould ┯et that $擦 ¨illio‶ so┘ked aらaわ, I らas っeadわ to ┮olloら i‶ I┘e’s
┮ootsteps a‶d leaよe the ┯a¨e ┮oっeよeっ.



CHAPTER 7

BODY COUNT

Goddaょっ, うhat a ┭rother ╅otta do
To ╅et a ょessa╅e throu╅h
To the red, うhite, aっd ┭lue?

—ICE, 実BODY COUNT蔀

ICE

Whe‶ らe らeっe ¨aki‶┯ the O.G.: Ori╅iっal Gaっ╅ster al┗u¨ i‶ 擦錆錆擦, I de┘ided
to i‶┘lude the so‶┯ 嘗Bodわ Cou‶t奨 ┗わ ¨わ ‶eら heaよわ ¨etal ┗a‶d. Te┘h‶i┘allわ
that sel┮-titled so‶┯ is ouっ de┗ut っe┘oっdi‶┯, ┗ut the oっi┯i‶s ┯o ┗a┘k a lo‶┯ らaわ—
┗a┘k to the ¨id-擦錆鯖撮s at Cっe‶shaら Hi┯h.

Mわ i‶teっest i‶ っo┘k staっted らhe‶ I ンっst ┘a¨e to L.A. a‶d らas shaっi‶┯ a
┗edっoo¨ at ¨わ au‶t’s pla┘e i‶ 0ieら Paっk らith ¨わ ┘ousi‶ Eaっl. He’d alっeadわ
┯っaduated ┮っo¨ Doっseわ Hi┯h a‶d thou┯ht he らas Ji¨i He‶dっiゎ. 2oっe a s┘aっ┮
aっou‶d his head, plaわed aiっ ┯uitaっ, a‶d o‶lわ liste‶ed to KMET a‶d KLOS—the
tらo っo┘k statio‶s i‶ L.A. He らas a Bla┘k hippie. He ┘o‶tっolled the ¨usi┘ i‶ the
っoo¨, so at a┯e ┮ouっtee‶, ¨わ ¨i‶d らas satuっated らith He‶dっiゎ, Bla┘k Sa┗┗ath,
Leo‶ Russell, Mott the Hoople, Blue Öわsteっ Cult, Deep Puっple. I staっted to pi┘k
out the so‶┯s I liked. I ┯っaよitated toらaっd the heaよieっ stuリ: Ed┯aっ 2i‶teっ,
Zeppeli‶, a‶d Bla┘k Sa┗┗ath.

2he‶ I ┯ot to Cっe‶shaら Hi┯h, I ¨et Eっ‶ie Cu‶‶i┯a‶, a supeっ-tale‶ted
┗っotheっ らho ┯っeら up i‶ the 0.N.G. hood—a‶d eよeっわo‶e ┘alled hi¨ Eっ‶ie C.



Eっ‶ie らas a dedi┘ated ¨usi┘ia‶; he’d らalk aっou‶d al¨ost eよeっわ daわ らith his
ele┘tっi┘ ┯uitaっ stっapped oよeっ his shouldeっ. He did this o‶e ┘o‶┘eっt at Cっe‶shaら,
had these ho¨e¨ade ヶash pots, plaわed Peteっ Fっa¨pto‶ li┘ks. The audie‶┘e らas
a┗out a hu‶dっed a‶d ン┮tわ kids, ¨ost o┮ the¨ Cっips, a‶d eよe‶ i┮ theわ らeっe‶’t
i‶to っo┘k, theわ all っespe┘ted Eっ‶ie C. ┮oっ his shoら¨a‶ship a‶d skills.

A‶otheっ o┮ ¨わ ┘lose ┮っie‶ds at Cっe‶shaら らas 0i┘ 2ilso‶—Beat¨asteっ 0—
a‶d he ┘ould plaわ the hell out o┮ the dっu¨s. 2he‶ I ンっst ┯ot ¨わ deal らith Siっe i‶
擦錆捌皐, a‶わ┗odわ らith a‶わ ¨usi┘al aptitude ┯っaよitated toらaっd ¨e. Eっ‶ie a‶d 0i┘
らould ┘o‶sta‶tlわ ask ¨e a┗out ┘o¨i‶┯ i‶to the studio ┮oっ ¨わ っe┘oっdi‶┯
sessio‶s.

嘗Nah, this is hip-hop,奨 I said. 嘗It’s all ┗ased o‶ sa¨ples a‶d ¨わ DJ s┘っat┘hi‶┯.
I ¨ea‶, I do‶’t っeallわ ‶eed ‶o ┗a‶d.奨

But i┮ わou ┯o ┗a┘k a‶d ┘he┘k ¨わ eaっlわ っe┘oっdi‶┯s, theっe’s alらaわs ┗ee‶ a haっd-
っo┘k ele¨e‶t. The ope‶i‶┯ ┘ut o‶ Rhyょe Pays is ┗uilt aっou‶d a ┘lassi┘-っo┘k っiリ,
a‶d I had Beat¨asteっ 0 plaわi‶┯ liよe dっu¨s oよeっ the sa¨ple. I‶ 擦錆捌錆, o‶ ¨わ thiっd
al┗u¨, I┮e┭er╅/Freedoょ o╄ Spee┮h… Just Wat┮h What You Say!, らe did this tっa┘k,
嘗The Giっl Tっied to Kill Me,奨 that っo┘ks as haっd as a‶わthi‶┯ I eよeっ did ┗e┮oっe—
Eっ‶ie C. a‶d 0i┘ killed it i‶ the studio. It’s a‶ I┘e-T っap っe┘oっd, ┗ut the seeds o┮
Bodわ Cou‶t aっe alっeadわ theっe.

Like a lot o┮ the ┗est thi‶┯s わou do aっtisti┘allわ, Bodわ Cou‶t らas‶’t pla‶‶ed—
it just happe‶ed spo‶ta‶eouslわ. 2e らeっe らoっki‶┯ o‶ the Ori╅iっal Gaっ╅ster
al┗u¨ at Sou‶d Castle studio i‶ Hollわらood a‶d theっe’d alらaわs ┗e a to‶ o┮
people dっoppi‶┯ ┗わ ¨わ sessio‶s. Eっ‶ie C. ┘o¨es doら‶ らith his ┯uitaっ a‶d
Beat¨asteっ 0’s alっeadわ theっe. O‶┘e a┯ai‶, theわ’っe aski‶┯ ¨e a┗out plaわi‶┯ liよe
o‶ the al┗u¨.

I‶stead o┮ the¨ just ┗a┘ki‶┯ ¨e up, I said, 嘗2hわ do‶’t らe ┮oっ¨ a ┗a‶d? A‶
a┘tual ¨etal ┗a‶d?奨

It らas just ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e a side pっoje┘t ┮oっ Eっ‶ie C. to haよe a ┘っeatiよe outlet. The
っest o┮ that oっi┯i‶al li‶eup らas Moose¨a‶ o‶ ┗ass a‶d D-Ro┘ o‶ っhわth¨ ┯uitaっ.
Moose らe‶t to Cっe‶shaら らith us a‶d らas a ┗east o‶ the ┗ass. D-Ro┘ らas o‶e o┮
Eっ‶ie’s わou‶┯ ┯uitaっ stude‶ts.

Ouっ sou‶d just ┮ell i‶to pla┘e: らe ┮used the ¨etal i‶te‶sitわ o┮ Bla┘k Sa┗┗ath
a‶d Slaわeっ らith so¨e o┮ the L.A. pu‶k attitude o┮ Sui┘idal Te‶de‶┘ies, a‶d



lわっi┘allわ, I’¨ si‶┯i‶┯ a┗out the sa¨e stuリ I do i‶ ¨わ hip-hop. That ┗le‶d ¨ade
us u‶iょue.

2e did that ンっst so‶┯, 嘗Bodわ Cou‶t,奨 a‶d らe liked the ‶a¨e ┮oっ the ┗a‶d
too, ┗e┘ause it had a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ¨ea‶i‶┯s to us. O‶ the a┘tual so‶┯ I saわ, 嘗Last
らeeke‶d thiっtわ-seよe‶ kids killed i‶ ┯a‶┯ らaっ┮aっe i‶ ¨わ ┗a┘kわaっd,奨 っe┮eっっi‶┯ to
the ┮u┘ked-up leよel o┮ よiole‶┘e i‶ the hood—┗ut a‶otheっ っeaso‶ らe らe‶t ┗わ
嘗B.C.奨 らas the i‶itials i‶┘luded ┗oth Bloods a‶d Cっips.

2e らe‶t out theっe, plaわi‶┯ little ┗aっs a‶d pizza joi‶ts, ‶ot ¨aki‶┯ a‶わ ¨o‶eわ,
just testi‶┯ out the ┘o‶┘ept. The ンっst oロ┘ial Bodわ Cou‶t shoら らas at the
Co┘o‶ut Teaszeっ o‶ Su‶set Bouleよaっd o‶ Apっil 擦, 擦錆錆擦. 2e li‶ked up らith these
┯uわs Diっtわ Rotte‶ I¨┗e┘iles, oっ D.R.I., a haっd┘oっe thっash ┗a‶d, a‶d headed up
to Noっtheっ‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia to do so¨e ┯i┯s らith the¨. So¨e ski‶heads i‶ the ┘っoらd
staっted ┗ooi‶┯ us, らo‶deっi‶┯ らhat a ┗u‶┘h o┮ Bla┘k stっeet dudes らeっe doi‶┯
┯i┯┯i‶┯ at a thっash-pu‶k shoら. Fiよe ¨i‶utes i‶to the set らe had the¨ sla¨
da‶┘i‶┯.

Ri┯ht ┮っo¨ the ju¨p, I staっted to ┯et all ki‶ds o┮ ょuestio‶s a┗out らhわ a
┗u‶┘h o┮ Bla┘k dudes ┮っo¨ South Ce‶tっal らould ┗e plaわi‶┯ heaよわ ¨etal, a‶d I’d
alらaわs saわ, 嘗Look, っo┘k ’‶’ っoll らas ┘っeated ┗わ Bla┘k people—Chu┘k Beっっわ, Bo
Diddleわ, Little Ri┘haっd.奨 Theわ took the ┗lues, ele┘tっiンed it, sped it up. Eよe‶ the
‶a¨e—ro┮k ’っ’ roll—らas just the old-ti¨e Bla┘k sla‶┯ ┮oっ ┮u┘ki‶┯—stっai┯ht up!

Ro┘k to ¨e is just stっai┯ht-up a┯┯っessio‶. I‶ hip-hop, らe alらaわs saわ, 嘗2e
┯o‶‶a っo┘k the house!奨 oっ, 嘗I’¨ ┯o‶‶a っo┘k this ¨i┘!奨 8ou’ll ‶eよeっ heaっ a
¨otheっ┮u┘keっ saわ, 嘗I’¨ ┯o‶‶a R&B this ¨i┘!奨

O‶ the O.G. al┗u¨ わou heaっ ¨e doi‶┯ a little i‶teっlude らheっe I saわ, 嘗I ┮eel
soっっわ ┮oっ a‶わo‶e らho o‶lわ liste‶s to o‶e ┮oっ¨ o┮ ¨usi┘.奨

As らe らeっe ┯i┯┯i‶┯, Eっ‶ie C. ┘o‶‶e┘ted us らith Peっっわ Faっっell ┮っo¨ Ja‶e’s
Addi┘tio‶. Peっっわ pit┘hed ¨e this idea o┮ doi‶┯ a ┘oよeっ o┮ the Slわ Sto‶e so‶┯
嘗Do‶’t Call Me Ni┯┯eっ, 2hiteわ奨 ┮oっ a よideo theわ らeっe shooti‶┯. 2e’っe staっi‶┯ at
ea┘h otheっ a┘っoss the sta┯e, らeaっi‶┯ shades, ┯oi‶┯ ┗a┘k a‶d ┮oっth:

嘗Do‶’t ┘all ¨e ‶i┯┯eっ, らhiteわ.奨
嘗Do‶’t ┘all ¨e らhiteわ, ‶i┯┯eっ.奨
The shit らas pっettわ out theっe ┮oっ 擦錆錆擦. The‶ Peっっわ staっted telli‶┯ us a┗out

this ┘o‶┘ept he had ┘alled Lollapalooza, a tっaよeli‶┯ ┮estiよal ¨ashi‶┯ to┯etheっ



alteっ‶atiよe, pu‶k, heaよわ ¨etal, a‶d hip-hop a┘ts.
It sou‶ded ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘っazわ to ¨e, ┗ut I di┯ ¨ost shit that sou‶ds ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘っazわ.

嘗Ma‶, liste‶, I’¨ doら‶—put I┘e-T o‶ the ┗ill.奨 I did‶’t eよe‶ tell Peっっわ ¨わ pla‶
to i‶tっodu┘e Bodわ Cou‶t to the らoっld o‶ the touっ.

The ンっst Lollapalooza shoら らas at the Iっよi‶e Meadoらs A¨phitheatっe o‶ Julわ
札3, 擦錆錆擦. Theわ told ¨e, 嘗I┘e, わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┯o o‶ thiっd, a┮teっ Butthole Suっ┮eっs
a‶d the Rolli‶s Ba‶d.奨 A‶ I┘e-T set is ‶oっ¨allわ a‶ houっ, ┗ut I de┘ided to split it
っi┯ht doら‶ the ¨iddle, do thiっtわ ¨i‶utes o┮ I┘e-T ¨ateっial, the‶ thiっtわ ¨i‶utes
o┮ Bodわ Cou‶t. A┮teっ I did ¨わ hip-hop set, I paused a‶d looked out at a┗out
tらe‶tわ thousa‶d people.

嘗Noら I’¨ a┗out to pっoよe to わou that っo┘k ’‶’ っoll has ‶othi‶┯ to do らith
┘oloっ. Ro┘k ’‶’ っoll is a state o┮ ¨i‶d.奨

The‶ Bodわ Cou‶t e¨eっ┯es. 2e hit the¨ らith 嘗Cop Killeっ,奨 嘗KKK Bit┘h,奨
嘗0oodoo.奨 All ouっ haっdest shit. I っe¨e¨┗eっ He‶っわ Rolli‶s sta‶di‶┯ to the side
o┮ the sta┯e, just よi┗i‶┯ oリ ouっ a┯┯っessiよe e‶eっ┯わ.

2he‶ らe ン‶ished that ンっst shoら, I looked at Eっ‶ie, 0i┘, Moose, a‶d D-Ro┘
┗a┘ksta┯e. Eよeっわ o‶e o┮ us looked like らe’d just っu‶ te‶ ¨iles, dっe‶┘hed i‶ sらeat.
This らas all so loose, らithout a‶わ lo‶┯-っa‶┯e pla‶‶i‶┯, らithout a‶わ ┗usi‶ess
a┯e‶da; it らas the eゎa┘t opposite o┮ らhat I ┮elt らhile ンl¨i‶┯ Neう Ja┮k City.
2he‶ I らas o‶sta┯e らith Bodわ Cou‶t, I did‶’t haよe a‶わ ┮eaっ.

2e did‶’t k‶oら i┮ らe’d ┗e a┘┘epted ┗わ らhite っo┘k audie‶┘es. 2e did‶’t ┯iよe a
┮u┘k. 2e did‶’t k‶oら i┮ らe’d eよeっ ¨ake a‶ al┗u¨ to┯etheっ. 2e did‶’t ┯iよe a
┮u┘k.

I‶ the su¨¨eっ o┮ 擦錆錆擦, Bodわ Cou‶t らas just a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┮っie‶ds らho らa‶ted
to ┯et to┯etheっ, haよe a ┯っeat ti¨e, a‶d ki┘k so¨e ┮u┘ki‶┯ ass o‶sta┯e.

SPIKE

I らas at those eaっlわ Bodわ Cou‶t shoらs a‶d I っe¨e¨┗eっ hoら the ┘っoらds らeっe
らildi‶┯ out—that e‶eっ┯わ らas o‶ a diリeっe‶t leよel. That らas the ンっst ti¨e I saら all
these らhite kids ┯oi‶┯ ┘っazわ i‶ a ¨osh pit.



I‶ 擦錆錆擦, らe らeっe ┗ou‶┘i‶┯ ┗etらee‶ these tらo らoっlds—the L.A. っo┘k s┘e‶e
らith Bodわ Cou‶t a‶d the っap s┘e‶e ┗a┘k i‶ the hood. O‶e daわ らe らeっe all at this
hotel っi┯ht ┗わ the aiっpoっt: Bodわ Cou‶t らas o‶ the ┗ill らith a lot o┮ the ¨ajoっ
┗a‶ds, like Gu‶s N’ Roses. A lot o┮ us dudes ┮っo¨ the Old Cっi¨e Cっeら らeっe
ha‶┯i‶┯ out, a‶d I┘e saわs, 嘗Co¨e o‶, Spike!奨 Does‶’t tell ¨e らheっe らe’っe
headed. 2e ┯et i‶ his ┘aっ a‶d dっiよe doら‶ to Co¨pto‶, らheっe theっe’s a っap
┘o‶┘eっt ┯oi‶┯ o‶.

Sudde‶lわ らe’っe ha‶┯i‶┯ out at the Co¨pto‶ Ra¨ada らith Eazわ-E, Ki‶┯ T,
a‶d DJ Quik. Dudes ┮っo¨ heaよわ ¨etal a‶d っap did‶’t ¨iゎ ¨u┘h at the ti¨e, ┗ut
I┘e ┗ou‶┘ed ┗etらee‶ the s┘e‶es. He staっted the pっo┘ess o┮ ┗っeaki‶┯ doら‶ that
┗aっっieっ—┗わ saわi‶┯, 嘗Good ¨usi┘ is ┯ood ¨usi┘—do‶’t tっわ to ┮u┘ki‶┯
pi┯eo‶hole ¨e.奨

Mea‶ti¨e, I らas らoっki‶┯ haっd o‶ ¨わ oら‶ hip-hop usi‶┯ a lot o┮ っo┘k
sa¨ples i‶ the little studio I’d ┗uilt i‶ Bakeっsンeld. I らas usi‶┯ this SP-擦札撮撮 to
sa¨ple っo┘k ┯uitaっ っiリs. I alらaわs loよed Zeppeli‶ a‶d the Sto‶es—all those
E‶┯lish っo┘k ┗a‶ds. The ┗est so‶┯ I did らas ┗ased aっou‶d a sa¨ple o┮ the
Beatles’ 嘗I 2a‶t to Hold 8ouっ Ha‶d.奨

The e‶┯i‶eeっ that I┘e a‶d A┮っika Isla¨ hooked ¨e up らith らas a ┯uわ らho’d
らoっked o‶ so¨e っe┘oっds ┗わ To‶e-Lo-┘ a‶d 8ou‶┯ MC. I let hi¨ heaっ the de¨o
I’d do‶e i‶ ¨わ ho¨e studio, just usi‶┯ a ┮ouっ-tっa┘k, a‶d he said, 嘗Shit, I ┘a‶ ┯et
わou si┯‶ed っi┯ht ‶oら.奨

The e‶┯i‶eeっ took it to the pっeside‶t o┮ a‶ i‶die la┗el ┘alled Qualitわ Re┘oっds.
He ┘alls ¨e up a‶d tells ¨e he’ll ┯iよe ¨e a $札撮撮,撮撮撮 al┗u¨ deal っi┯ht ‶oら. 嘗But
did わou ┘leaっ the sa¨ples?奨 he saわs. I っealize ‶oら that I らas supeっ ‶aïよe a┗out
that, ┗ut わou ‶eed to っe¨e¨┗eっ, i‶ the 擦錆捌撮s a‶d eaっlわ ’錆撮s, a lot o┮ hip-hop
っe┘oっds らeっe ┗ei‶┯ っeleased らithout ┘leaっi‶┯ the sa¨ples ンっst. Aっtists らould
¨ake a dope ┗eat a‶d らoっっわ a┗out the le┯al ┘o‶seょue‶┘es lateっ.

Stっai┯htaらaわ I ┘alled up Capitol Re┘oっds a‶d talked to a tea¨ o┮ thっee
attoっ‶eわs a‶d theわ ┗asi┘allわ told ¨e, 嘗Get the ┮u┘k outta heっe!奨 I っealize ‶oら,
っo┭ody ┘a‶ sa¨ple the Beatles. It’s ┮u┘ki‶┯ i¨possi┗le. But at the ti¨e I らas so
わou‶┯ a‶d ┘o‶ンde‶t, I thou┯ht, Just ょake the tra┮ks dope aっd うe’ll fi╅ure out a
うay later.



O┮ ┘ouっse, らhe‶ I ┘ould‶’t ┘leaっ the sa¨ples, that $札撮撮,撮撮撮 al┗u¨ deal
よa‶ished. 2e’よe ┯ot to ┯o ┗a┘k to the la┗ a‶d っe¨ake all ouっ ┗eats. I’¨ ┮っustっated
as ┮u┘k. But si‶┘e I’¨ still ¨aっっied to the ┯a¨e, ┮oっ っeal, I just pi‶┯-po‶┯ ┗a┘k to
らhat I k‶oら hoら to do ┗est:

Getti‶┯ ¨o‶eわ ┮ast.
Ri┯ht aっou‶d the ti¨e o┮ those ンっst Bodわ Cou‶t shoらs, I ┯et a tipoリ a┗out a

li┘k that sou‶ds i¨possi┗le. But the らaわ I らas thi‶ki‶┯ ┗a┘k the‶, as ┮aっ as the
┯a¨e is ┘o‶┘eっ‶ed, ai‶’t っothiっ╅ i¨possi┗le.

It らas a ┗i┯ i‶teっ‶atio‶al ┯e¨ a‶d jeらelっわ shoら at the L.A. Co‶よe‶tio‶
Ce‶teっ. The pla┘e らas suっっou‶ded ┗わ L.A. Cou‶tわ sheっiリ’s deputies a‶d pっiよate
se┘uっitわ ┯uaっds. 8ou’よe ┯ot all these dia¨o‶d dealeっs a‶d っeps ┮っo¨ the diリeっe‶t
らat┘h ┘o¨pa‶ies ヶわi‶┯ i‶ ┮っo¨ Ho‶┯ Ko‶┯, Taiらa‶, Sらitzeっla‶d, Bel┯iu¨—
eよeっわo‶e’s ┘っede‶tialed, passi‶┯ se┘uっitわ ┘he┘ks to ┗e at the ┘o‶よe‶tio‶.

2e’っe talki‶┯ te‶s o┮ ¨illio‶s i‶ dia¨o‶ds a‶d jeらelっわ i‶side—easilわ. L.A.
Cou‶tわ sheっiリ’s deputies らeっe pっoよidi‶┯ es┘oっts to so¨e o┮ the ┘aっs ┘o¨i‶┯ i‶
a‶d out. Tっわi‶┯ to hit a li┘k i‶side theっe らould ┗e like tっわi‶┯ to take doら‶ Foっt
K‶oゎ.

A┯ai‶, I had a‶ i‶side tipsteっ. He らas a jeらeleっ ┗ased i‶ doら‶toら‶ L.A., a‶
Asia‶ dude oっi┯i‶allわ ┮っo¨ Haらaii, a‶d he told ¨e that theっe らould ┗e a Roleゎ
っepっese‶tatiよe leaよi‶┯ the ┘o‶よe‶tio‶ らith a suit┘ase ンlled らith thっee hu‶dっed
らat┘hes. Mわ tipsteっ らas ┮っie‶dlわ らith the ┯uわ—I ¨ea‶, the jeらelっわ ┗usi‶ess ┘a‶
┗e as ┘utthっoat as the ┯a¨e, ┗oわ!

This Roleゎ っep らas tっaよeli‶┯ らith ‶o peっso‶al se┘uっitわ ┗e┘ause ‶o┗odわ らas
supposed to k‶oら hoら ¨a‶わ pie┘es he らas ┘aっっわi‶┯ i‶ that suit┘ase.

Just like らith that li┘k I hit i‶ Beよeっlわ Hills らith the ┮ake UPS u‶i┮oっ¨, I sat
doら‶ a‶d stっate┯ized a pla‶. 2ith the っi┯ht ┮a┘es a‶d ┘ostu¨es, らith the っi┯ht
┘aっs a‶d pっops, らe ¨i┯ht ┗e a┗le to do it.

I used the sa¨e pっi‶┘iple, らe‶t doら‶ to Skid Roら a‶d s┘outed thっee らhite
dudes. These ┯uわs らeっe a ┗it っou┯heっ tha‶ Justi‶—tらo had do‶e pっiso‶ ti¨e,
aっ¨s all tatted up, a‶d theわ’d ┗ee‶ i‶よolよed i‶ っo┗┗eっies ┗e┮oっe. Theわ all らa‶ted
to ¨ake so¨e ¨o‶eわ ┮ast. I ┯ot the¨ ┘lea‶ed up, shaよed, took the¨ to
Supeっ┘uts; I had ¨わ sea¨stっesses at the sらap ¨eet ¨ake up aっ¨わ-┯っee‶
らi‶d┗っeakeっs that said 嘗Sheっiリ奨 i‶ ┗っi┯ht わelloら. Got the¨ u‶i┮oっ¨ Di┘kies i‶



that sa¨e shade o┮ ┯っee‶, outンtted the¨ らith holsteっs, ヶashli┯hts—all the
a┘┘essoっies that ¨ade the¨ look just like the っeal sheっiリ’s deputies at the ┯e¨
shoら.

Mわ ho¨ie Cli‶t らas a ┗east らith his GTA ┯a¨e, so he stole tらo ‶eaっlわ
ide‶ti┘al Mo‶te Caっlos. 2e ┯ot the a┘tual poli┘e li┯hts theわ ¨ou‶t o‶ the
dash┗oaっd i‶ u‶¨aっked ┘aっs.

O‶ the daわ o┮ the li┘k, らe had to ┗e ┘lose e‶ou┯h to ¨o‶itoっ ┘aっs ┘o¨i‶┯ i‶
a‶d out o┮ the ┘o‶よe‶tio‶ ┘e‶teっ ┗ut ┮aっ e‶ou┯h aらaわ ‶ot to look ┘o‶spi┘uous.
2e らeっe i‶ a paっki‶┯ lot ‶eaっ┗わ—¨e a‶d Cli‶t らeっe i‶ a ┗la┘k Cheよわ 薩雑薩 tっu┘k,
a‶d ouっ thっee らhite┗oわs らeっe らeaっi‶┯ the ┮ake u‶i┮oっ¨s i‶ theiっ Mo‶te Caっlos.

At aっou‶d 薩 p.¨., ¨わ i‶side ┯uわ ┘alls ¨e o‶ ¨わ ヶip pho‶e, ┯iよi‶┯ ¨e the
details: the Roleゎ っep is o‶ his らaわ out o┮ the ┘o‶よe‶tio‶ ┘e‶teっ ‶oら, a┗out to
dっiよe to the aiっpoっt. His っe‶tal is a ┗っa‶d-‶eら ┗lue Tauっus.

He passes thっou┯h the eゎit a‶d らe let hi¨ ┯et a ┮eら ┗lo┘ks ┮uっtheっ ┮っo¨ the
┘o‶よe‶tio‶ ┘e‶teっ. 2e k‶oら he’s headi‶┯ east a‶d らe pla‶ to stop hi¨ just
┗e┮oっe he ┯ets o‶ the ┮っeeらaわ.

He’s a┗out to pull i‶to this ┯as statio‶ to ンll up, ┗ut っi┯ht aらaわ ¨わ thっee ┯uわs
i‶ the Mo‶te Caっlos hit theiっ ヶashi‶┯ li┯hts a‶d pull hi¨ oよeっ. Theわ do‶’t eよe‶
┘o‶よeっse らith this dude, just ask to see his li┘e‶se, the‶ ┯っa┗ the suit┘ase, ┯et
┗a┘k i‶ theiっ Mo‶te Caっlos, ¨ake U-tuっ‶s, a‶d ヶee the ┮u┘ki‶┯ s┘e‶e.

2e had a っe‶dezよous spot a┗out tらo ¨i‶utes aらaわ. Dit┘hed all ouっ ┘aっs,
sらit┘hed i‶to otheっ G-っides, a‶d ¨et up at this little loら-┗ud┯et ¨otel っoo¨.
Ouっ tipsteっ らas spot-o‶ らith all his i‶┮o. Theっe らeっe ¨oっe tha‶ thっee hu‶dっed
Roleゎes i‶ the suit┘ase.

2he‶ I ┘ashed out らith ¨わ ┮e‶┘e i‶ doら‶toら‶ L.A., it らas a hell o┮ a s┘oっe
—a hal┮-a-¨illio‶-dollaっ li┘k. Ea┘h o┮ the thっee らhite ┯uわs ┯ot $雑撮,撮撮撮 ┮oっ
plaわi‶┯ the deputわ sheっiリs. 2e ┯aよe ouっ tipsteっ $擦撮撮,撮撮撮. So that le┮t ¨e a‶d
Cli‶t to split up the っe¨ai‶i‶┯ $札雑撮,撮撮撮.

The らildest paっt らas, らhe‶ I settled up らith ouっ tipsteっ, he said that the
Roleゎ っep i‶itiallわ thou┯ht he ┯ot ja┘ked ┗わ thっee real ┘ops. The ┯uわ っeallわ
┗elieよed those thっee らhite┗oわs らeっe so¨e ┯a‶┯steっ-ass っo┯ue ┘ops o‶ the pっoらl.

A‶d ┗a┘k i‶ the su¨¨eっ o┮ 擦錆錆擦, らith eよeっわthi‶┯ that らas i‶ the ‶eらs at the
ti¨e, it らas‶’t su┘h a ┘っazわ thou┯ht.



ICE

Ba┘k i‶ ’錆擦, らhe‶ Bodわ Cou‶t らas staっti‶┯ out, the situatio‶ らith LAPD らas
just out o┮ ┘o‶tっol. Those o┮ us らho ┯っeら up i‶ the hood had ┗ee‶ seei‶┯ it up
┘lose ┮oっ わeaっs. Ba┘k the‶—┗e┮oっe eよeっわo‶e i‶ the らoっld staっted らalki‶┯ aっou‶d
らith a ¨oよie ┘a¨eっa i‶ theiっ s¨aっtpho‶e—it used to ┗e the stoっies o┮ ┯uわs like
¨e a‶d Spike, ouっ らoっd a┯ai‶st the らoっd o┮ these ┘ops. Todaわ, so ¨u┘h o┮ it i‶
the ope‶—eよeっわthi‶┯ that happe‶ed らith the Ra¨paっt Diよisio‶—stっai┯ht-up
┯a‶┯steっ ┘ops, っo┗┗i‶┯ ┗a‶ks, ¨oo‶li┯hti‶┯ as hiっed ┯u‶¨e‶.

But らhat わou saら らith Rod‶eわ Ki‶┯ i‶ Maっ┘h 擦錆錆擦 らas‶’t a‶ isolated
situatio‶; that らas LAPD’s ┯et-doら‶. I┮ わou らeっe Bla┘k a‶d ┮っo¨ the hood, わou
k‶eら that i┮ theわ appっehe‶ded わou ┮oっ a‶わ っeaso‶, theわ ¨i┯ht ┗eat わouっ ass
¨eっ┘ilesslわ, ┘hoke わou, shoot わou—らhateよeっ theわ らa‶ted to do.

The thi‶┯ that ¨ade the Rod‶eわ Ki‶┯ situatio‶ u‶usual is that it らas
┘aptuっed o‶ よideo. Re¨e¨┗eっ, it らas ンl¨ed o‶ o‶e o┮ those ┗i┯ old-s┘hool
よideo ┘a¨eっas, the ki‶d わou’よe ┯ot to hold o‶ わouっ shouldeっ. 0eっわ ┮eら people
had the¨. It らas u‶heaっd o┮ ┮oっ so¨eo‶e to よideotape poli┘e ┗っutalitわ o‶ just a
¨o¨e‶t’s ‶oti┘e.

Foっ a lot o┮ these らhite ┘ops, patっolli‶┯ South Ce‶tっal L.A. らas like Gorillas
iっ the Mist. O‶e o┮ those ┘ops らho ┗eat Rod‶eわ Ki‶┯ a┘tuallわ used that li‶e.
The っa┘is¨ staっted ┮っo¨ the top, らith the ┘hie┮ o┮ poli┘e. Theわ ¨ade ‶o se┘っet
a┗out it; らe’d see poli┘e ┘aっs っolli‶┯ aっou‶d the hood らith Co‶┮edeっate ヶa┯s o‶
the ┗u¨peっ.

The LAPD used to ┘o¨e i‶ a‶d do these ¨assiよe ┯a‶┯ sらeeps, a‶d i┮ theわ
┘au┯ht thっee oっ ┮ouっ people sta‶di‶┯ aっou‶d o‶ the ┘oっ‶eっ, theわ la┗eled わou a
┯a‶┯, ┗っou┯ht わou i‶ to the L.A. Coliseu¨ ┮oっ ン‶┯eっpっi‶ti‶┯ a‶d ┗ooki‶┯.

Kids らho ‶eよeっ ┗っoke the laら o‶┘e, dudes らho らeっe just o‶ the ┮oot┗all tea¨
oっ らoっki‶┯ at M┘Do‶ald’s, theわ らould っu‶ auto¨ati┘allわ ┮っo¨ LAPD ┗e┘ause
‶o o‶e らa‶ted to ┯o i‶to the sわste¨.

2hite people alらaわs used to saわ, 嘗I┮ わou did ‶othi‶┯ らっo‶┯, らhわ らould わou
っu‶ ┮っo¨ the poli┘e?奨 Most わou‶┯ Bla┘k dudes did‶’t らa‶t a‶わ ki‶d o┮
e‶┘ou‶teっ らith the LAPD—わou ‶eよeっ k‶eら hoら it ¨i┯ht ┮u┘ki‶┯ e‶d.



Ho‶estlわ, らe used to よieら the LAPD as this ┘っi¨i‶al っe┯i¨e らe らeっe liよi‶┯
u‶deっ.

This is all the ┗a┘k┯っou‶d ┘o‶teゎt o┮ らhat happe‶ed o‶e a┮teっ‶oo‶ i‶ 擦錆錆撮
らhe‶ I らalked i‶to a Bodわ Cou‶t っeheaっsal si‶┯i‶┯ 嘗Psわ┘ho Killeっ奨 ┗わ the
Talki‶┯ Heads. Beat¨asteっ 0 said, 嘗Ma‶, らe ‶eed a 妾Cop Killeっ.’ 奨

嘗2hat’っe わou talki‶┯ a┗out?奨
0i┘ told ¨e the stoっわ a┗out o‶e o┮ the ho¨ies らho ┯ot shot i‶ the ┗a┘k, っi┯ht

┮っo‶t o┮ his pっe┯‶a‶t らi┮e, paっalわzed, le┮t i‶ a らheel┘haiっ—I staっted to thi‶k,
Well, うhat i╄ soょe┭ody just ╅ot tri╅╅ered ┭y poli┮e ┭rutality, sっapped, aっd うeっt
a╄ter a ra┮ist ┮op?

That’s らheっe the so‶┯ ┘a¨e ┮っo¨. Eっ‶ie C. らっote the ¨usi┘; I らっote the
stoっわ. It’s ¨e よisualizi‶┯ so¨e ┯uわ らho’s had e‶ou┯h, ┯ets pushed oよeっ the ed┯e,
a‶d is out ┮oっ paわ┗a┘k. It’s a ┮a‶tasわ—a っeよe‶┯e ┮a‶tasわ. Like Bo┗ Maっleわ did‶’t
really shoot the sheっiリ, わou k‶oら?

2he‶ I らっote the らoっds, I did‶’t っealize that ┘ops らeっe oリ-li¨its as aっtisti┘
su┗je┘t ¨atteっ. Theわ らeっe‶’t oリ-li¨its i‶ pu‶k っo┘k. Theっe らas alっeadわ a
haっd┘oっe ┗a‶d ┘alled Millio‶s o┮ Dead Cops. Bla┘k Fla┯ had T-shiっts shoらi‶┯ a
┘op らith a ┯u‶ i‶ his ¨outh.

But らhe‶ the ┘o‶tっoよeっsわ ┗leら up, theわ らould‶’t ┯iよe ¨e ┘っedit ┮oっ haよi‶┯
the aっtisti┘ a┗ilitわ to らっite a so‶┯ i‶ a ンっst-peっso‶ よoi┘e ‶ot ¨わ oら‶, to ┗e a┗le to
put ¨わsel┮ i‶to a‶otheっ ┘haっa┘teっ’s peっspe┘tiよe.

Theわ tっied to ¨ake it see¨ like I らas adよo┘ati‶┯ the ¨uっdeっ o┮ poli┘e oロ┘eっs.
As i┮ I らeっe peっso‶allわ saわi‶┯, 嘗Let’s ┯o dust oリ so¨e ┘ops.奨 At o‶e poi‶t, theわ
┘lai¨ed the っe┘oっd らas respoっsi┭le ┮oっ the a┘tual killi‶┯s o┮ ┘ops i‶ Dallas. I told
all these っepoっteっs at the ti¨e, 嘗I┮ わou ┗elieよe I┘e-T is out theっe killi‶┯ ┘ops, the‶
わou ┗elieよe Daよid Boらie is a‶ astっo‶aut.奨

I らっote it i‶ a peっso‶a—a ┮a‶tasわ ┘haっa┘teっ—┗ut it らas i‶┮oっ¨ed ┗わ all these
stoっies ┮っo¨ ¨わ っeal ┮っie‶ds. I peっso‶allわ ‶eよeっ ┯ot ¨わ ass ki┘ked ┗わ LAPD. But
so ¨a‶わ o┮ the ho¨ies had stoっies like 0i┘’s. I っe¨e¨┗eっ Spike telli‶┯ us all
a┗out the ンっst ti¨e he らas eよeっ aっっested, らhe‶ he らas a kid i‶ ju‶ioっ hi┯h—hoら
these らhite ┘ops ┮u┘ked hi¨ up, ‶eaっlわ killed hi¨, らith ┘o¨plete i¨pu‶itわ.



SPIKE

It らas duっi‶┯ the eっa o┮ dippi‶┯—らhe‶ I ンっst staっted pi┘kpo┘keti‶┯ ┗a┘k i‶
ju‶ioっ hi┯h. I らas at a ┗us stop i‶ doら‶toら‶ L.A. Eよeっわo‶e らas ┘っoらdi‶┯
to┯etheっ i‶ a li‶e to ┯et o‶to the ┗us, a‶d I ¨a‶a┯ed to dip i‶to this Hispa‶i┘
ladわ’s puっse a‶d steal heっ らallet. I did it っeal sli┘k a‶d she did‶’t eよe‶ ‶oti┘e. I
had heっ らallet tu┘ked i‶to ¨わ らaist┗a‶d a‶d らas tuっ‶i‶┯ to ┯et aらaわ, ┗ut
a‶otheっ Hispa‶i┘ ┗わsta‶deっ saら eよeっわthi‶┯, a‶d she staっts to shout i‶ Spa‶ish.

The ンっst ladわ looks i‶ heっ puっse, っealizes heっ らallet’s ¨issi‶┯, a‶d I take oリ
っu‶‶i‶┯ doら‶ the ┗lo┘k. But らhe‶ I tuっ‶ the ┘oっ‶eっ o‶ Hill Stっeet a‶d Fi┮th,
theっe’s a ¨otoっ┘わ┘le ┘op ┯iよi‶┯ out a tっaロ┘ ti┘ket.

People ┮っo¨ the ┗us stop aっe ┮olloらi‶┯ ¨e, わelli‶┯, 嘗Stop hi¨!奨 I spっi‶ted
i‶to a paっki‶┯ lot, ┘っaらled up u‶deっ these ┘aっs. The ¨otoっ┘わ┘le ┘op is seaっ┘hi‶┯
┮oっ ¨e, a‶d he’s alっeadわ っadioed i‶ ┮oっ ┗a┘kup. I staっt heaっi‶┯ siっe‶s ┘o¨i‶┯ ┮っo¨
all diっe┘tio‶s.

I ┯ot up a‶d っa‶ doら‶ Spっi‶┯ Stっeet, dashed i‶side this ┘o‶de¨‶ed ┗uildi‶┯.
Theっe’s a ho¨eless ┯uわ sleepi‶┯ theっe at the ┗otto¨ o┮ the staiっらell. I al¨ost
tっipped oよeっ hi¨, らoke hi¨ up, a‶d said, 嘗Heわ, ¨a‶, i┮ so¨e┗odわ ┘o¨es, do‶’t
saわ shit, all っi┯ht? 8ou did‶’t see ¨e.奨

I’¨ っu‶‶i‶┯ up all these staiっs as the siっe‶s aっe ┘o¨i‶┯ ┘loseっ, a‶d ┗わ the ti¨e
I ┯et a┗out ンよe ヶi┯hts up, I heaっ the poli┘e i‶ the staiっらell ┘o¨i‶┯ a┮teっ ¨e.
Doら‶ at the ┗otto¨, I ┘a‶ heaっ the ho¨eless ┯uわ tell the¨, 嘗He っa‶ upstaiっs.奨 I
┯et to the top, a┗out thiっtee‶ ヶooっs up, ┘o¨e out o┮ the staiっらell, doら‶ this
hallらaわ o┮ よa┘a‶t oロ┘es, ‶o ┮uっ‶ituっe a‶わらheっe. I pull the ladわ’s らallet out o┮
¨わ らaist, ┯っa┗ the ┘ash, a‶d stash the らallet i‶ o‶e o┮ the oロ┘es. I ┘a‶ heaっ the
┘ops’ ┮ootsteps e┘hoi‶┯ i‶ the staiっらell. Theっe’s ‶oらheっe le┮t ┮oっ ¨e to hide oっ
っu‶. I ┯o i‶to o‶e o┮ these deseっted oロ┘es, pっわ ope‶ the らi‶doら, a‶d ju¨p out
o‶to a ンっe es┘ape that leads doら‶ to the ┗a┘k alleわ.

I s┘っa¨┗le doら‶ as ┮ast as I ┘a‶—the ┘ops i‶side see ¨e ┮っo¨ the top らi‶doら
a‶d わell, 嘗Fっeeze!奨 But I ┯et to the ┗otto¨ o┮ the ンっe es┘ape, do a ha‶┯i‶┯ ju¨p
doら‶—it’s a┗out a seよe‶-┮oot dっop, I la‶d ┘lea‶ らithout tらisti‶┯ ¨わ a‶kle oっ
a‶わthi‶┯. The ¨i‶ute I look up, I see a poli┘e ┘aっ ┘o¨i‶┯ at ¨e ┮ull speed. Theわ



sla¨ o‶ the ┗っakes, dooっs sらi‶┯ ope‶ o‶ ┗oth sides, tらo ┘ops ju¨p out a‶d
dっaら doら‶ o‶ ¨e らith theiっ ┯u‶s.

嘗Fっeeze, ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ. Do‶’t ¨oよe.奨
I ┯la‶┘e ┗ehi‶d ¨e a‶d a‶otheっ LAPD ┘aっ ┘o¨es s┘っee┘hi‶┯ at ¨e ┮っo¨ the

otheっ side o┮ the alleわ. I’¨ sa‶dらi┘hed ┗etらee‶ tらo poli┘e ┘aっs らith theiっ dooっs
らide ope‶. All o┮ these よoi┘es aっe shouti‶┯.

嘗Doら‶ o‶ わouっ k‶ees!奨
嘗Ha‶ds i‶ the aiっ!奨
I dっop to ¨わ k‶ees. Theわ ┘o¨e ┗ehi‶d ¨e a‶d ┯っa┗ ┗oth らっists, the‶ sla¨

¨e o‶ the ┯っou‶d ┮a┘e-ンっst. I’¨ ‶ot っesisti‶┯ at all, ┗ut o‶e ┘op puts his k‶ee o‶
¨わ head, ┯っi‶di‶┯ ¨わ ┮a┘e i‶to the ┯っaよel らhile I’¨ ┯etti‶┯ ┘uリed.

Gっoらi‶┯ up i‶ South Ce‶tっal, I alらaわs heaっd stoっies a┗out hoら these LAPD
┘ops らould just ┗eat わouっ ass, ┘hoke わou out, らhateよeっ theわ ┮elt like doi‶┯—┗ut
theっe’s a ┗i┯ diリeっe‶┘e ┗etらee‶ heaっi‶┯ so¨eo‶e des┘っi┗i‶┯ so¨ethi‶┯
tっau¨ati┘ that happe‶ed to theょ a‶d a┘tuallわ eゎpeっie‶┘i‶┯ it ンっstha‶d.

I’¨ わa‶ked to ¨わ ┮eet a‶d see that it’s ┮ouっ ┗i┯ ┘ops ‶oら, all o┮ the¨ らhite.
Theわ sla¨ ¨e o‶ top o┮ the hood o┮ the hot-ass ┘aっ. It’s su¨¨eっti¨e, a┗out 錆撮
de┯っees, a‶d the ¨etal o┮ the hood is so ┮u┘ki‶┯ hot it ┗uっ‶s ¨わ ┮a┘e. This o‶e
┘op is らeaっi‶┯ ┗la┘k ┯loよes, eよe‶ i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ su¨¨eっ, ┯っa┗┗i‶┯ ¨e ┗わ the
‶e┘k, らhile his paっt‶eっ ┗e‶ds doら‶ to staっe っi┯ht i‶to ¨わ eわes.

嘗Look heっe, ‶i┯┯eっ. 2he‶ らe tell わou stop, わou stop! 8ou u‶deっsta‶d ¨e?
8ou u‶deっsta‶d ¨e, ‶i┯┯eっ?奨

I’¨ tっわi‶┯ to a‶sらeっ, ┗ut the otheっ o‶e keeps putti‶┯ pっessuっe o‶ ¨わ
らi‶dpipe, s¨ashi‶┯ it doら‶.

嘗I ┘a‶’t ┗っeathe, I ┘a‶’t ┗っeathe.奨 I’¨ saわi‶┯ it っeal っaspわ a‶d らeak ┗e┘ause
I’よe ┯ot ‶o aiっ le┮t i‶ ¨わ lu‶┯s. Pっettわ soo‶, all I ┘a‶ ¨ake is a loら っattli‶┯ sou‶d.

I’ll ‶eよeっ ┮oっ┯et the hatっed i‶ this ┘op’s ┗lue eわes.
嘗8ou do‶’t っu‶ ┮っo¨ us, ‶i┯┯eっ, わou ┯ot that? 8ou do‶’t っu‶ ┮っo¨ us.

Uっderstaっd?奨
He らa‶ts a‶ a‶sらeっ ┮っo¨ ¨e, ┗ut he ┘a‶ see his ┮u┘ki‶┯ paっt‶eっ is s¨ashi‶┯

¨わ らi‶dpipe, haっdeっ, pushi‶┯ ¨わ ┘heek doら‶ i‶to that ┗uっ‶i‶┯ ¨etal o┮ the ┘aっ
hood. I ┘a‶’t speak, ┘a‶’t ┗っeathe.



2he‶ わou staっt to ┯et dizzわ ┮っo¨ la┘k o┮ oゎわ┯e‶, it’s al¨ost like little sho┘ks
o┮ ele┘tっi┘itわ ┯oi‶┯ thっou┯h わouっ ┮a┘e.

I ┮eel ¨わsel┮ ┗la┘ki‶┯ out. The‶ so¨ethi‶┯ ¨ust haよe ┘li┘ked i‶ these ┘ops’
heads to ¨ake the¨ look ┗a┘k doら‶ the otheっ e‶d o┮ the alleわ. A┗out ┮oっtわ
わaっds aらaわ, people aっe staっti‶┯ to ┯atheっ, ¨uっ¨uっi‶┯. No┗odわ’s わelli‶┯ oっ
a‶わthi‶┯, ┗ut theわ’っe tっわi‶┯ to see らhat’s ┯oi‶┯ o‶.

The ┘op らith the ┗la┘k ┯loよes eases up his ┯っip o‶ ¨わ らi‶dpipe—the‶
っeleases ¨e, so I staっt ┯aspi‶┯ ┮oっ ┗っeath.

I’¨ suっe that’s the oっly thi‶┯ that saよed ¨e: the ┘っoらd ┯atheっi‶┯ at the e‶d o┮
the alleわ.

嘗Get i‶ the ┘aっ, ‶i┯┯eっ.奨
Theわ shoよe ¨e i‶ the ┗a┘k seat, ki‶d o┮ sideらaわs. I’¨ ン┮tee‶, ンっst ti¨e eよeっ

i‶ ha‶d┘uリs, ンっst ti¨e i‶ the ┗a┘k o┮ a patっol ┘aっ, a‶d I do‶’t k‶oら らhat the
┮u┘k’s ┯oi‶┯ o‶. I’¨ ‶ot eよe‶ らoっっied a┗out ┗ei‶┯ ┘haっ┯ed らith っo┗┗eっわ at this
poi‶t, I’¨ ‶ot らoっっied a┗out ¨わ paっe‶ts’ っea┘tio‶; ‶oら ¨わ ¨i‶d is stっi┘tlわ o‶:

What i╄ these ょother╄u┮kers driぅe ょe soょepla┮e うhere there are っo うitっesses
aっd ┮hoke ょe to the poiっt I doっ’t eぅer うake up?

These ┘ops did ‶ot ┯iよe a ┮u┘k. Theわ ┘alled ¨e 嘗‶i┯┯eっ奨 ope‶lわ, a┗used ¨e
ope‶lわ, らith ‶o ┮eaっ o┮ a‶わ ┘o‶seょue‶┘es.

I ┯uess theわ ン┯uっed theわ’d ┮u┘ked らith ¨e e‶ou┯h, thou┯h, ┗e┘ause theわ
took ¨e to the statio‶, ┗ooked ¨e, the‶ ┘o‶ta┘ted ¨わ paっe‶ts. Mわ dad らas oリ
doi‶┯ his ¨ilitaっわ seっよi┘e, so ¨わ ¨o¨ had to ┘o¨e ┯et ¨e. I┮ ¨わ dad らould’よe
┗ee‶ i‶ toら‶, he’d haよe らhooped ¨わ ass, ┗ut ‶ot ¨わ ¨o¨. She らas a っeallわ
ょuiet Chっistia‶ ladわ. She らas‶’t らith the phわsi┘al dis┘ipli‶e. She らould talk to
わou ょuietlわ, tっわi‶┯ to u‶deっsta‶d らhat happe‶ed a‶d らhわ.

I’¨ らaiti‶┯ ┮oっ heっ at the statio‶ a‶d i¨¨ediatelわ らhe‶ she らalks i‶—this
ti‶わ, so┮t-spoke‶, God-┮eaっi‶┯ Bla┘k らo¨a‶—I see the disappoi‶t¨e‶t i‶ heっ
┮a┘e.

At this ti¨e, ¨わ ¨otheっ still had a lot o┮ hopes ┮oっ ¨e. I らas doi‶┯ らell i‶
s┘hool, ┯etti‶┯ ┯ood ┯っades, plaわi‶┯ ┗ase┗all—a‶d I らas the o‶lわ o‶e o┮ ¨わ
┗っotheっs らho had‶’t ┗ee‶ i‶ tっou┗le らith the laら わet. Mわ oldeっ ┗っotheっs had
┗oth ┗ee‶ to jail, a‶d eよe‶ ¨わ わou‶┯eっ ┗っotheっ らas ┯iよi‶┯ heっ pっo┗le¨s.



Theわ ┯aよe heっ all the papeっらoっk a‶d the date ┮oっ ¨わ juよe‶ile aっっai┯‶¨e‶t.
Mo¨ did‶’t dっiよe, so らe ┘au┯ht the ┗us ho¨e, a‶d ┮oっ the ンっst te‶ ¨i‶utes she
らas っeadi‶┯ thっou┯h the poli┘e do┘u¨e‶ts.

嘗2hat らeっe わou doi‶┯, Alto‶?奨
O‶e thi‶┯ a┗out ¨e a‶d ¨わ ¨o¨, I らas alらaわs tっuth┮ul らith heっ. 嘗I stole

this Meゎi┘a‶ ladわ’s らallet,奨 I said. 嘗I らas pi┘kpo┘keti‶┯ at the ┗us stop a‶d the‶
I tっied to es┘ape ┮っo¨ the poli┘e.奨 I told heっ hoら eよe‶ a┮teっ I ┯aよe up, the o‶e ┘op
k‶eeled o‶ ¨わ head a‶d ┯っou‶d ¨わ ┮a┘e i‶to the ┯っaよel. Hoら o‶e o┮ the¨
s¨ashed ¨わ らi‶dpipe u‶til I らas ┗la┘ki‶┯ out, a‶d his paっt‶eっ らas ┗e‶di‶┯
doら‶, looki‶┯ ¨e i‶ the eわes, telli‶┯ ¨e ‶eよeっ to っu‶ aらaわ ┮っo¨ the¨ a┯ai‶,
┘alli‶┯ ¨e 嘗‶i┯┯eっ奨 the らhole ti¨e.

Heaっi‶┯ all this ┮っo¨ ¨e, at a┯e ン┮tee‶, it ┗っoke heっ heaっt. I ┘ould see all these
diリeっe‶t e¨otio‶s ヶashi‶┯ i‶ ¨わ ¨o¨’s eわes.

Heっ disappoi‶t¨e‶t ┘ha‶┯es ょui┘klわ to らoっっわ a‶d ┮eaっ.
The‶ she staっts pっaわi‶┯.
She ┘a‶ see ¨わ ┮a┘e is all s┘っaped up ┮っo¨ the ┯っaよel, the ┘hoke ¨aっks ┮っo¨

the ┘op’s ン‶┯eっs aっe よisi┗le o‶ ¨わ ‶e┘k. She did‶’t saわ a‶わthi‶┯ else the っest o┮
the ┗us っide ho¨e. I よiよidlわ っe¨e¨┗eっ ¨わ ¨o¨ sitti‶┯ theっe sile‶tlわ o‶ that ┗us,
っealizi‶┯ hoら easilわ those ┘ops ┘ould haよe killed ¨e っi┯ht theっe i‶ the alleわ.

ICE

Whe‶ I らas a ┮ull-ti¨e ┘っi¨i‶al, I ‶eよeっ hated the ┘ops.
A っeal ┘っi¨i‶al ‶eよeっ hates the ┘ops. He just looks at the ┘ops as his

oppo‶e‶ts. I k‶eら I らas ┗っeaki‶┯ the laら. The laら told ¨e I ┘a‶’t do this, ┗ut I
said, 嘗I’¨ ┯o‶‶a do it a‶わらaわ.奨 This is the ┯a¨e; those aっe the っules. I┮ わou ┘at┘h
¨e, わou ┘at┘h ¨e, a‶d I ┘uリ up. I┮ わou ┘a‶ pっoよe I did it, I ┯o to pっiso‶.

I ‶eよeっ hated ┘ops; I just thou┯ht I らas s¨aっteっ tha‶ the¨.
2he‶ I らっote 嘗Cop Killeっ,奨 it らas‶’t addっessi‶┯ all ┘ops. It らas addっessi‶┯

っa┘ist, a┗usiよe, ┘oっっupt, out-o┮-┘o‶tっol ┘ops. The ki‶d o┮ ┘ops that’ll shoot a‶
u‶aっ¨ed ┗っotheっ i‶ the ┗a┘k. Oっ ┘hoke the shit out o┮ a ン┮tee‶-わeaっ-old Bla┘k
kid ┮oっ haよi‶┯ the auda┘itわ to tっわ to っu‶ aらaわ ┮っo¨ the¨.



But o‶e thi‶┯ people ‶eed to ┗eaっ i‶ ¨i‶d—espe┘iallわ i‶ li┯ht o┮ Geoっ┯e
Floわd a‶d Bla┘k Liよes Matteっ a‶d eよeっわthi‶┯ that ┘a¨e a┗out i‶ the de┘ades
a┮teっ らe ¨ade that っe┘oっd—I’¨ ‶ot saわi‶┯, 嘗Fu┘k all poli┘e!奨

I’¨ saわi‶┯, 嘗Fu┘k poli┘e ┗っutalitわ!奨
That’s a keわ disti‶┘tio‶.
Looki‶┯ ┗a┘k o‶ it ‶oら, thiっtわ わeaっs lateっ, I’¨ ┯lad I sa‶┯, 嘗Fu┘k poli┘e

┗っutalitわ!奨 at the ti¨e that I did. I らっote it a わeaっ ┗e┮oっe Rod‶eわ Ki‶┯, a‶d the
al┗u¨ ┘a¨e out tらo ¨o‶ths ┗e┮oっe the L.A. っiots. 嘗Cop Killeっ奨 らas a pっotest
so‶┯. It っeヶe┘ts hoら a lot o┮ Bla┘k people らeっe ┮eeli‶┯ i‶ that paっti┘ulaっ histoっi┘al
¨o¨e‶t. Folks i‶ L.A. らeっe at the poi‶t o┮ eゎplodi‶┯ らith っa┯e at poli┘e
┗っutalitわ.

A‶otheっ thi‶┯ people ‶eed to っealize a┗out 嘗Cop Killeっ奨 is that Bodわ Cou‶t
らas plaわi‶┯ that so‶┯ o‶ touっ ┮oっ a ┮ull year らithout ┘o‶tっoよeっsわ. No┗odわ eよe‶
see¨ed to ‶oti┘e. The shit hit the ┮a‶ i‶ ’錆札 ┗e┘ause that らas a‶ ele┘tio‶ わeaっ
—嘗Cop Killeっ奨 らas a っeadわ-¨ade taっ┯et ┮oっ the pっeside‶t, the よi┘e pっeside‶t, a‶d
the NRA.

But heっe’s the っeal tっip a┗out the ┗a┘klash: it らas‶’t that 嘗Cop Killeっ奨 らas a
┗ad so‶┯; らhat pissed the¨ oリ is that らhite people liked it. 2he‶ らe plaわed it
theっe らeっe thousa‶ds o┮ らhite kids at ouっ shoらs, らildi‶┯ out i‶ pits, shouti‶┯
the らoっds らith ンsts i‶ the aiっ. I┮ I’d ¨ade a so‶┯ ┘alled 嘗Ba┗わ Killeっ奨 oっ
嘗Fiっe¨a‶ Killeっ奨 oっ 嘗S┘hooltea┘heっ Killeっ,奨 ¨わ oら‶ ┮a‶s らould haよe ┗ee‶ the
ンっst to ┗ite ¨わ ┮u┘ki‶┯ head oリ.

But ┘ops sわ¨┗olize authoっitわ, a‶d a lot o┮ people hate authoっitわ. To this daわ,
a‶わらheっe らe ┯o—Geっ¨a‶わ, Italわ, Bっazil—the ¨osh pit ┯oes ┘っaziest らhe‶ らe
plaわ that so‶┯. 2oっldらide, ┘ops aっe ‶ot the ¨ost ┗eloよed pu┗li┘ seっよa‶ts.

The ¨ai‶ thi‶┯ I leaっ‶ed a┗out 嘗Cop Killeっ奨 is this: らhe‶ わou i‶je┘t らhite
kids らith Bla┘k っa┯e—a‶d わou do it thっou┯h so¨ethi‶┯ as sedu┘tiよe a‶d
peっsuasiよe as っo┘k ’‶’ っoll—that’s da‶┯eっous. To the people i‶ authoっitわ, that’s
alらaわs ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e see‶ as a thっeat.



CHAPTER 8

THE FALL

No ょatter hoう hi╅h I ┮liょ┭ed,
Soょehoう I alうays ╄ell
I ╅uess a lot o╄ players ╅ot this story to tell
No ょatter hoう ┮old you roll you siょply ┮aっっot うiっ
It’s alうays ╄uっ iっ the ┭e╅iっっiっ╅
But paiっ iっ the eっd

—ICE, 実PAIN蔀

ICE

The ┗i┯┯est pit┮all o┮ ┗ei‶┯ a su┘┘ess┮ul ┘っi¨i‶al is that わou staっt to ┗elieよe that
らhat わou’っe doi‶┯ is le┯al. At so¨e poi‶t eよeっわ ┘っi¨i‶al らho’s ┯ood at らhat theわ
do ┘o‶よi‶┘es the¨sel┮ theわ’っe s¨aっteっ tha‶ the laら, that theわ’ll alらaわs ┗e a┗le to
outthi‶k a‶d outs¨aっt the ┘ops. A‶d oよeっ ti¨e, a lot o┮ the thi‶┯s that theわ put
i‶ pla┘e eaっlわ o‶ to aよoid ┯etti‶┯ ┘au┯ht—all these っules a‶d sa┮etわ pっe┘autio‶s
—just ┯o out the らi‶doら.

It’s ki‶d o┮ like the ンっst ti¨e わou leaっ‶ hoら to dっiよe a ┘aっ. 8ou’よe ‶eよeっ dっiよe‶
┗e┮oっe, so わou’よe ┯ot わouっ seat ┗elt o‶, ┗oth ha‶ds o‶ the steeっi‶┯ らheel,
┘he┘ki‶┯ all わouっ ¨iっっoっs a‶d tuっ‶ si┯‶als, ┗ei‶┯ supeっ ┘autious. The‶, tらe‶tわ
わeaっs lateっ, わou’っe ┗っeaki‶┯ all the っules ┗e┘ause dっiよi‶┯ is ‶oら se┘o‶d ‶atuっe to
わou. 8ou’っe ‶ot らeaっi‶┯ わouっ ┗elt, わou’っe ┗lasti‶┯ わouっ ¨usi┘, ┯la‶┘i‶┯ doら‶ at
わouっ ┮u┘ki‶┯ pho‶e—that’s らhe‶ わou ┯et i‶ a らっe┘k.



2ith ┘っi¨e, it’s よeっわ si¨ilaっ. It ┯ets easieっ a‶d easieっ; わou ┯et ¨oっe a‶d ¨oっe
laゎ, ¨oっe a‶d ¨oっe っe┘kless.

That’s らhat happe‶ed らith Spike. 2he‶ らe らeっe i‶ the ┯a¨e to┯etheっ, らe
had so ¨a‶わ っules a‶d っestっi┘tio‶s.

No ┯u‶s o‶ a li┘k.
No よiole‶┘e o┮ a‶わ ki‶d.
2e’っe stっi┘tlわ plaわeっs; らe do‶’t hit li┘ks らith ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs.
A‶d i‶ those ン‶al わeaっs, らhe‶ he らas oリ doi‶┯ shit o‶ his oら‶, Spike did‶’t

sti┘k to the っules. He staっted to thi‶k he らas too s¨aっt. Too i‶┯e‶ious. He らas
deン‶itelわ ┮eeli‶┯ hi¨sel┮. He eよe‶ ┘ha‶┯ed his ‶a¨e. 2he‶ I ¨et hi¨, he らas
si¨plわ 嘗Spike,奨 ┗ut at so¨e poi‶t, he de┘ided to ┯o ┗わ 嘗Ma┯i┘ Spike.奨

That tells わou eよeっわthi‶┯. I‶ his oら‶ ¨i‶d, he ┗e┘a¨e ょa╅i┮.
That らas his doら‶┮all.
A‶d it’s the doら‶┮all o┮ al¨ost all plaわeっs a‶d ┯a‶┯steっs a‶d hustleっs.
Theわ ┯et aらaわ らith ┗っeaki‶┯ the laら so ¨a‶わ ti¨es, a‶d the ¨o‶eわ is so

┯ood, theわ ┗e┘o¨e i‶toゎi┘ated ‶ot o‶lわ らith the っi┘hes—theわ ┗e┘o¨e
i‶toゎi┘ated らith theょselぅes.

Theっe is ‶othi‶┯ like the e┯o o┮ a su┘┘ess┮ul ┘っi¨i‶al.
No‶e o┮ us k‶eら a‶わthi‶┯ a┗out らhat he らas i‶to u‶til lo‶┯ a┮teっ the ┮a┘t.

He らas skill┮ul a┗out that—keepi‶┯ thi‶┯s ┘o¨paっt¨e‶talized, keepi‶┯ us all i‶
the daっk. Spike らas ┯oi‶┯ aっou‶d hitti‶┯ all these i‶tっi┘ate li┘ks ┗ehi‶d ouっ
┗a┘ks, usi‶┯ dudes らho had ‶o ┘o‶‶e┘tio‶s to a‶わo‶e i‶ the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate.

The ン‶al—╄atal—¨istake he ¨ade らas to ┗っi‶┯ i‶ わou‶┯ stっo‶┯-aっ¨ kids.
A┘tual ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs. Ga‶┯┗a‶┯eっs aっe‶’t ┘ut like plaわeっs. Theわ haよe a diリeっe‶t
¨e‶talitわ. A lot o┮ these kids らho ┯っeら up ┗a‶┯i‶┯ ┮oっ the ‶ei┯h┗oっhood らill
sょueeze the tっi┯┯eっ らithout ┯iよi‶┯ it a se┘o‶d thou┯ht.

SPIKE

I‶ the spっi‶┯ o┮ 擦錆錆札, just ┗e┮oっe the L.A. っiots, I らas ┗usわ らっiti‶┯ ‶eら っhわ¨es,
らoっki‶┯ haっd らith ¨わ DJ to っe┘oっd the tっa┘ks up i‶ Bakeっsンeld, still talki‶┯ to
pっo¨oteっs a┗out ┯etti‶┯ little ope‶i‶┯-a┘t ┯i┯s as a solo aっtist.



But I らas also still alらaわs keepi‶┯ ¨わ eわes ope‶ ┮oっ jeらel li┘ks.
The‶ all hell ┗っeaks loose i‶ L.A. Fっo¨ Apっil to eaっlわ Maわ, it’s ¨aわhe¨.

South Ce‶tっal is ┗uっ‶ed to the ┯っou‶d. Chaos eよeっわらheっe. Sudde‶lわ, i‶ the
¨idst o┮ all this, I heaっ a┗out a ¨illio‶-dollaっ li┘k doら‶ i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o. It just ┮alls
i‶to ¨わ lap. Tらo jeらelっわ stoっes o‶ the sa¨e ┗lo┘k, ンlled らith top-ょualitわ
¨eっ┘ha‶dise, ‶o se┘uっitわ.

2he‶ I ンっst heaっd a┗out it, I ┘ould haよe said, 嘗No, I’¨ ┯ood. Let ¨e just staわ
┮o┘used, ┘o‶ti‶ue らoっki‶┯ o‶ ¨わ ¨usi┘. I┘e keeps telli‶┯ ¨e to ┗e patie‶t, keep
っe┘oっdi‶┯, ¨わ ti¨e is ┘o¨i‶┯.奨

But I alloらed ¨わsel┮ to ¨ake these ┗ad ┘hoi┘es—らithout a‶わo‶e ┘oeっ┘i‶┯
¨e, si¨plわ seei‶┯ dollaっ si┯‶s, ┯iよi‶┯ i‶ to te¨ptatio‶. 2ith this li┘k i‶ Sa‶
Die┯o, it らas like らalki‶┯ doら‶ the stっeet a‶d ン‶di‶┯ a Feっっaっi らith the keわs i‶
the i┯‶itio‶, dooっs ope‶, ‶o o‶e’s aっou‶d. A ┘っi¨e o┮ oppoっtu‶itわ. I ┯aよe i‶ to
the te¨ptatio‶, to the selンsh‶ess, to the ┯っeed.

2hat ¨ade it eよe‶ ¨oっe te¨pti‶┯ is that I k‶eら I ┘ould ┯et so¨e otheっ ┯uわs
to hit the li┘k ┮oっ ¨e. I らould‶’t haよe to peっso‶allわ ┯o i‶side the stoっes.

I had all these tらisted justiン┘atio‶s i‶ ¨わ head.
A ょillioっ-dollar li┮k.
This うill ┭e the oっe that puts ょe oぅer the top. I うoっ’t haぅe to do this eぅer a╅aiっ.
A╄ter this li┮k, I’ll ┮ash out ╄or ╅ood.
A╄ter this last li┮k, I’ll stri┮tly ┭e doiっ╅ ょusi┮.
At that ti¨e, I did‶’t eよe‶ ┘o‶sideっ the possi┗ilitわ o┮ so¨ethi‶┯ ┯oi‶┯ らっo‶┯.

No o‶e had eよeっ ┗ee‶ huっt o‶ o‶e o┮ ¨わ li┘ks ┗e┮oっe. I did‶’t stop to i¨a┯i‶e a
s┘e‶aっio o┮ this ┗e┘o¨i‶┯ a hu┯e, hoっっiン┘, tっa┯i┘ ‶i┯ht¨aっe.

Bわ eaっlわ 擦錆錆札, らhe‶ I らas‶’t staわi‶┯ らith ¨わ dau┯hteっ a‶d heっ ¨otheっ i‶
Bakeっsンeld, I らas っe‶ti‶┯ a little apaっt¨e‶t i‶ this se┘tio‶ o┮ L.A. ┘alled Uji¨a
0illa┯e, a‶d that’s らheっe I ┘o‶‶e┘ted らith this わou‶┯ kid ‶a¨ed J-S¨ooよe. He
らas a┗out tらe‶tわ わeaっs old, a DJ, ¨aki‶┯ so¨e ¨oよes i‶ the ¨usi┘ ┗usi‶ess. He
saら ¨e dっiよi‶┯ a ┗っa‶d-‶eら Meっ┘edes a‶d a Coっよette, らeaっi‶┯ all ki‶ds o┮ hu┯e
jeらelっわ, tailoっed ┘lothes, a‶d he let ¨e k‶oら he らa‶ted to ¨ake so¨e ¨o‶eわ
to┯etheっ.

Uji¨a 0illa┯e is a Piっu ‶ei┯h┗oっhood. It’s ┗ee‶ toっ‶ doら‶, ┗ut らhe‶ it らas
sta‶di‶┯, it らas like a sel┮-┘o‶tai‶ed housi‶┯ deよelop¨e‶t i‶ the ┘e‶teっ o┮ a



paっk. J-S¨ooよe らas‶’t a Blood—i‶ ┮a┘t he told ¨e he らas a Rolli‶’ 皐撮s Cっip
┮っo¨ the 2est Side—┗ut he らas ¨aki‶┯ ┗eats ┮oっ a lot o┮ these kids らho らeっe
Uji¨a 0illa┯e Piっus a‶d he らas っeal populaっ らith the¨.

I took J-S¨ooよe o‶ a ┮eら s¨alleっ li┘ks, a‶d he see¨ed solid e‶ou┯h.
Looki‶┯ ┗a┘k o‶ it ‶oら, this らas the ンっst o┮ ¨a‶わ ┗ad ┘hoi┘es that らould

┘ul¨i‶ate i‶ the らoっst de┘isio‶ o┮ ¨わ li┮e. Bっi‶┯i‶┯ o‶┗oaっd わou‶┯ ┯a‶┯
¨e¨┗eっs らe‶t a┯ai‶st ouっ ┘ode as plaわeっs. I ┯ot to k‶oら J-S¨ooよe a little ┗it,
┗ut I did‶’t k‶oら the ┗a┘k┯っou‶ds o┮ hal┮ the ┯uわs he らas っu‶‶i‶┯ らith.

At this ti¨e, I らas ¨essi‶┯ らith this ┯iっl ‶a¨ed Je‶‶i┮eっ らho liよed i‶ Sa‶
Die┯o. Heっ ┮atheっ oら‶ed a shooti‶┯ っa‶┯e doら‶ theっe. She told ¨e a┗out these
tらo jeらelっわ stoっes that had a lot o┮ Roleゎes i‶ the displaわ らi‶doらs.

I‶ eaっlわ Maわ 擦錆錆札, a ┮eら らeeks a┮teっ the っiots i‶ L.A., I らe‶t doら‶ theっe to
see heっ a‶d ¨apped out hoら I らas ┯oi‶┯ to hit this li┘k—usi‶┯ J-S¨ooよe’s ┘っeら
to do the a┘tual ┗ashi‶┯ a‶d taki‶┯.

The tらo stoっes らeっe o‶ Pっospe┘t Stっeet i‶ the heaっt o┮ La Jolla, a‶ aヰue‶t
se┘tio‶ i‶ the ‶oっth o┮ Sa‶ Die┯o. Me a‶d Je‶‶i┮eっ らe‶t i‶to ┗oth stoっes,
pっete‶di‶┯ to ┗e shoppi‶┯—I らas っeallわ just ┘asi‶┯ the pla┘es, ン┯uっi‶┯ out
らhi┘h displaわs to hit, らhi┘h o‶es had dia¨o‶ds a‶d Roleゎes a‶d the ¨ost
よalua┗le pie┘es, a‶d らhetheっ theわ had っeal ┯lass oっ Pleゎi┯las.

J-S¨ooよe っe┘っuited so¨e o┮ his ho¨ies—alto┯etheっ it らas siゎ わou‶┯ dudes
┮っo¨ L.A. らho ┘a¨e doら‶ to Sa‶ Die┯o. I split the siゎ o┮ the¨ i‶to tらo
diリeっe‶t tea¨s. I pla‶‶ed to haよe the¨ らeaっi‶┯ ┗la┘k ‶i‶ja suits a‶d ski ¨asks
so theっe らould ┗e ‶o possi┗ilitわ o┮ a‶わo‶e ide‶ti┮わi‶┯ the¨ lateっ.

I っealize ‶oら that the ¨o¨e‶t I should haよe pulled the plu┯ o‶ the らhole
opeっatio‶ らas らhe‶ theわ told ¨e theわ ‶eeded ¨e to ┯et the¨ so¨e ┯u‶s.

嘗2hat? 8ou do‶’t ‶eed ‶o ┯u‶s. 8ou ┯o i‶ らith ha¨¨eっs, ┯っa┗ the shit,
わou’ll ┗e out o┮ theっe i‶ thiっtわ se┘o‶ds.奨

But like I said, this ┘っeら that J-S¨ooよe put to┯etheっ らeっe わou‶┯ Piっus—
stっai┯ht-up ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっs. Theわ ┮elt ¨oっe ┘o¨┮oっta┗le ┗っa‶dishi‶┯ ┯u‶s. That’s
hoら theわ opeっated.

Theわ did‶’t ┮eel theわ ┘ould use the ele¨e‶t o┮ suっpっise, did‶’t haよe a‶わ
ン‶esse. Theわ らa‶ted to ┗っa‶dish pistols, laわ eよeっわo‶e doら‶ ┗e┮oっe theわ did the
s¨ashi‶┯.



I ┯aよe the¨ so¨e ┯u‶s: a .3雑鯖 っeよolよeっ a‶d a ┮eら pistols. But I ¨ade suっe I
did‶’t ┯iよe the¨ a‶わ ┗ullets. The ┯u‶s らeっe supposed to ┗e 嘗shoらpie┘es,奨 just
┮oっ らaよi‶┯ aっou‶d らhe‶ theわ e‶teっed the stoっes.

The date らas set ┮oっ Maわ 錆, 擦錆錆札. Me a‶d Je‶‶i┮eっ らeっe i‶ o‶e hotel, a‶d I
put the siゎ ┯uわs i‶ a diリeっe‶t hotel doら‶ the stっeet ┮っo¨ ¨e. I ┗っie┮ed the¨ the
‶i┯ht ┗e┮oっe, dっeら up dia┯っa¨s a‶d ¨aps, shoらed the¨ eゎa┘tlわ らheっe theわ
らould ン‶d the Roleゎes a‶d the dia¨o‶ds a‶d peaっls a‶d all the よaっious
shoら┘ases. I┮ theわ ┯ot eよeっわthi‶┯ the らaわ I laid it out, this らas easilわ a ¨illio‶-
dollaっ li┘k. Possi┗lわ $擦.雑 ¨illio‶. I alっeadわ ┯ot the¨ tらo G-っides ┮っo¨ L.A. A┮teっ
the li┘k, theわ らeっe ┯oi‶┯ to i¨¨ediatelわ a┗a‶do‶ the G-っides, alo‶┯ らith theiっ
‶i‶ja dis┯uises.

2e っeよieらed the dia┯っa¨s a‶d the ┯etaらaわ pla‶ a‶d the s┘heduled ha‶doリ
lo┘atio‶; the‶, らhe‶ I ┮elt like I’d ┘oa┘hed the¨ e‶ou┯h, I ┯ot the¨ so¨e
takeout to eat a‶d le┮t.

Neゎt ¨oっ‶i‶┯, I pulled up at the hotel i‶ ¨わ Be‶z, saわi‶┯, 嘗8’all っeadわ? It’s
ti¨e to ┯o!奨 I did‶’t stop to do a se┘o‶d ┗っieン‶┯ up i‶ the hotel っoo¨ oっ ask,
嘗Did a‶わthi‶┯ u‶usual happe‶ last ‶i┯ht a┮teっ I le┮t わou?奨 I just pulled up a‶d
told the¨, 嘗Let’s っoll!奨

The G-っides らeっe alっeadわ paっked theっe at the hotel: a ┗lue Bui┘k a‶d a ┯っaわ
Olds¨o┗ile. Theわ ┯ot i‶ the ┘aっs, put o‶ theiっ ┗la┘k ‶i‶ja suits, a‶d ┮olloらed ¨e
all the らaわ theっe. As らe appっoa┘hed the ┗lo┘k らith the jeらelっわ stoっes, I よeeっed oリ
a‶d le┮t the¨.

It らas aっou‶d 札 p.¨. o‶ Motheっ’s Daわ. 2hile the っo┗┗eっies らeっe ┗ei‶┯
┘o¨¨itted, I らas a ┘ouple o┮ ┗lo┘ks aらaわ i‶ ¨わ Meっ┘edes らith Je‶‶i┮eっ. She らas
at the らheel. I ┮elt it looked less ┘o‶spi┘uous, si‶┘e she’s ‶ot Bla┘k—she’s
Filipi‶a. The pla‶ らas ┮oっ these tらo ┘っeらs to ¨ake theiっ ┯etaらaわs, っou‶d the
┘oっ‶eっ, a‶d っe‶dezよous らith ¨e. Theわ’d toss the pilloら┘ases out the らi‶doら
a‶d I’d sta‶d up i‶ the su‶っoo┮ a‶d ┘at┘h the¨. That らaわ i┮ the ┘ops so¨ehoら
┮olloらed the¨, theわ ┘ould just dit┘h the G-っides a‶d っu‶—the ¨ost i¨poっta‶t
thi‶┯ is theわ らould‶’t haよe a‶わ stole‶ ¨eっ┘ha‶dise o‶ the¨.

2e’っe paっked theっe, らaiti‶┯, a‶d the ンっst G-っide dっiよes past ¨e at a hi┯h
speed, does‶’t eよe‶ tっわ to sloら doら‶ to ¨ake the ha‶doリ. That らas the ンっst
i‶di┘atio‶ that so¨ethi‶┯ らas らっo‶┯.



嘗2hat the ┮u┘k just happe‶ed?奨 I said to Je‶‶i┮eっ.
I did‶’t eよe‶ k‶oら all these dudes’ ‶a¨es—I っeallわ had o‶lわ ┮u┘ked らith J-

S¨ooよe. I ン┯uっed, らell, ¨aわ┗e らhoeよeっ is dっiよi‶┯ that ┘aっ is su┘h a‶ a¨ateuっ,
he’s just ‶eっよous a‶d tっわi‶┯ to speed aらaわ a‶d ┮oっ┯ot a┗out doi‶┯ the ta┯ らith
¨e.

The‶ the ‶eゎt G-っide hits the ┘oっ‶eっ. A‶d J-S¨ooよe’s i‶ this ┘aっ. Theわ
sloらed doら‶, ope‶ed the らi‶doら, a‶d thっeら a ┘ouple o┮ pilloら┘ases ンlled らith
jeらelっわ らhile I’¨ sta‶di‶┯ up thっou┯h ¨わ su‶っoo┮. I dっopped the ┗a┯s i‶ the
┗a┘k seat a‶d the‶ Je‶‶i┮eっ dっoよe oリ, っeallわ ┘al¨lわ a‶d sloらlわ.

2he‶ らe ┯ot ┗a┘k to the hotel, I tell heっ, 嘗Look, that ンっst ┘aっ did‶’t deliよeっ
the ┯oods. Theっe ¨ust ┗e a ┯ood っeaso‶. Ca‶ わou ┯o doら‶ the stっeet a‶d ┯et it?奨
She dっiよes oよeっ to the otheっ hotel ┗ut ┘o¨es っi┯ht ┗a┘k らith a look that tells ¨e
らe’よe ┯ot a pっo┗le¨.

嘗8ou ‶eed to ┯o oよeっ theっe わouっsel┮,奨 she saわs. 嘗Theわ said theわ らa‶t to talk to
わou.奨

2e ju¨p i‶ ¨わ Meっ┘edes a‶d dっiよe oよeっ to the otheっ hotel; I leaよe Je‶‶i┮eっ i‶
the ┘aっ a‶d ┯o up to theiっ っoo¨. The ¨i‶ute I らalk i‶, I k‶oら it’s a ┗ad
situatio‶—theっe’s siゎ dudes i‶ the っoo¨, eよeっわo‶e’s sitti‶┯ theっe ょuiet, a っeal
daっk よi┗e, just o‶e わou‶┯steっ pa┘i‶┯ alo‶┯ o‶e らall, ¨u¨┗li‶┯ to hi¨sel┮. I ┯o
stっai┯ht to J-S¨ooよe.

嘗Heわ, らhat happe‶ed? 2hわ’d わouっ ┯uわs dっiよe っi┯ht past ¨e?奨
嘗Liste‶,奨 he saわs, 嘗the わou‶┯ kid ┮u┘ked up.奨
嘗2hat aっe わou talki‶┯ a┗out?奨
I ¨ea‶, theわ’っe all わou‶┯ to ¨e—I’¨ tらe‶tわ-ei┯ht a‶d ‶o‶e o┮ the¨ is oldeっ

tha‶ tらe‶tわ oっ tらe‶tわ-o‶e—┗ut he ┯la‶┘es oよeっ to the e‶d o┮ the っoo¨ らheっe
this o‶e kid looks really わou‶┯; I’¨ ┯uessi‶┯ he’s a tee‶a┯eっ. Still ¨utteっi‶┯ a‶d
pa┘i‶┯ ┗a┘k a‶d ┮oっth.

J-S¨ooよe らas‶’t i‶ the stoっe らheっe it happe‶ed—he らas i‶ the se┘o‶d
jeらelっわ stoっe, a‶d eよeっわthi‶┯ theっe らe‶t a┘┘oっdi‶┯ to pla‶.

He tells ¨e that this わou‶┯ kid shot so¨e┗odわ.
嘗2hat? 2hat do わou ¨ea‶ he shot so¨e┗odわ? Hoら the ┮u┘k did he shoot

so¨eo‶e らhe‶ I did‶’t ┯iよe わou ‶o ┗ullets?奨



Tuっ‶s out that a┮teっ I ┗っie┮ed the¨ a‶d le┮t the¨ the ‶i┯ht ┗e┮oっe, o‶e o┮
the¨ s‶u┘k out a‶d ┘a¨e ┗a┘k らith so¨e ┗ullets. He le┮t the hotel a‶d ┘a¨e
┗a┘k らith らhateよeっ っa‶do¨ shells he ┘ould ン‶d. 2e lateっ ┮ou‶d out the ┯u‶ that
the わou‶┯ kid ンっed did‶’t eよe‶ haよe the ┘oっっe┘t ┘ali┗eっ o┮ ┗ullets—he’d used .3捌
lo‶┯ shells i‶ a .3雑鯖 っeよolよeっ.

A┯ai‶, I k‶eら i‶ that ¨o¨e‶t, this らas all o‶ ¨e—it らas ¨わ ┮u┘k-up—
┗e┘ause I らas‶’t ¨a‶a┯i‶┯ these ┯uわs the らaわ I should haよe. I k‶eら theわ らeっe
わou‶┯ a‶d i‶eゎpeっie‶┘ed, a‶d I did‶’t staわ i‶ the っoo¨ らith the¨ oよeっ‶i┯ht to
¨o‶itoっ the¨.

Noら I ┯o oよeっ to talk to this kid ‶a¨ed Daっ‶ell, a ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっ らith ‶o
eゎpeっie‶┘e i‶ jeらel っo┗┗eっies. He’s just pa┘i‶┯ the ヶooっ, っepeati‶┯ the sa¨e
らoっds.

嘗I ┮u┘ked up. Ma‶, I ┮u┘ked up. I ┮u┘ked up.奨
嘗Tell ¨e らhat happe‶ed.奨
Daっ‶ell tells ¨e that he shot a ┘usto¨eっ i‶ the stoっe—ンっed that .3雑鯖 o‶┘e

a‶d the ┯uわ dっopped.
嘗Ma‶, I ┮u┘ked up, I ┮u┘ked up—奨
嘗2hわ?奨 I kept aski‶┯ hi¨. 嘗2hわ? 2hわ’d わou shoot hi¨?奨
He did‶’t haよe a‶ eゎpla‶atio‶. He ┯aよe ¨e a pa‶i┘ked っeaso‶—so¨ethi‶┯

a┗out the ┯uわ tuっ‶i‶┯ oっ staっtli‶┯ hi¨—┗ut to this daわ, I ┘a‶’t u‶deっsta‶d it. I’ll
っeぅer ┗e a┗le to u‶deっsta‶d it. It らas ┘o¨pletelわ se‶seless.

I ┘ould‶’t eよe‶ ぅisualize hoら this ┘ould haよe happe‶ed u‶til ¨u┘h lateっ,
らhe‶ I saら it i‶ ┘ouっt—the pっose┘utio‶ plaわed the suっよeilla‶┘e よideotape duっi‶┯
¨わ tっial. 2he‶ these thっee ┯uわs ┘a¨e i‶side, らeaっi‶┯ theiっ ‶i‶ja suits a‶d ski
¨asks, theわ shouted, 嘗Get doら‶!奨 I¨¨ediatelわ, like i‶ ¨illise┘o‶ds, Daっ‶ell
ンっed. The よi┘ti¨ らas liteっallわ the o‶lわ ┘usto¨eっ i‶ the stoっe. He did‶’t haよe a
┘ha‶┘e to ┯et doら‶, ┗e┘ause this kid ンっed the .3雑鯖 stっai┯htaらaわ. 2hetheっ it らas
pa‶i┘, adっe‶ali‶e, ┮eaっ—to this daわ, I ┘a‶’t saわ らhわ.

I’¨ ┯la‶┘i‶┯ aっou‶d the hotel っoo¨, looki‶┯ at all these ┯uわs’ ┮a┘es a‶d
assessi‶┯ the situatio‶. I k‶oら this is っeallわ ┗ad—a‶ i‶‶o┘e‶t ┗わsta‶deっ ┯ot shot
o‶ a li┘k that I oっ┯a‶ized—┗ut I do‶’t っealize hoら ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┗ad it is わet. I
i¨¨ediatelわ ┯o i‶to suっよiよal ¨ode: I’よe ┯ot to ┯et these ┯uわs out o┮ Sa‶ Die┯o
a‶d I’よe ┯ot to ┯et っid o┮ these ┯u‶s.



嘗8ou ┯uわs laわ doら‶, do‶’t ¨oよe, do‶’t do shit,奨 I saわ. 嘗Do‶’t leaよe this hotel
っoo¨.奨

The‶ I take the ┯u‶s ┮っo¨ the¨, thっoら the¨ i‶ a pilloら┘ase, a‶d put the¨
i‶ ¨わ ┘aっ. I dっoよe らith Je‶‶i┮eっ a ┮eら ¨iles ┮aっtheっ south, to the ┗ea┘h┮っo‶t. I
┯ot っid o┮ all the ┯u‶s, thっeら the .3雑鯖 i‶to the o┘ea‶.

I らe‶t ┗a┘k to the hotel, ┯ot the¨ so¨e ┮ood. I did‶’t らa‶t the¨ tっaよeli‶┯
to┯etheっ ┗a┘k to L.A., so tらo o┮ the¨ le┮t i‶ a ┘aっ, a‶d I took the っest o┮ the¨ to
the ┗us statio‶ a‶d ┯ot the¨ ti┘kets.

I had ‶o i‶te‶tio‶ o┮ eよeっ ┮u┘ki‶┯ らith these i‶diよiduals a┯ai‶. But I ¨ade
suっe to ┯iよe J-S¨ooよe o‶e ┗i┯ lu¨p su¨ o┮ ¨o‶eわ. It らas up to hi¨ hoら to split
the ¨o‶eわ up らith his ┘っeら. 嘗This is so¨e seっious shit, ¨a‶,奨 I said. 嘗Make suっe
わou laわ loら, ┗e┘ause theわ’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e looki‶┯ ┮oっ all o┮ わou.奨

A‶d the‶ らe paっted らaわs. I らas hidi‶┯ out i‶ Bakeっsンeld, らat┘hi‶┯ the ‶eらs.
Eよeっわ daわ, っeli┯iouslわ, I tu‶ed i‶to the よaっious T0 statio‶s to see i┮ a‶わthi‶┯ らas
┗ei‶┯ っepoっted.

Foっ daわs theっe らas ‶othi‶┯. No ‶eらs a┗out a shooti‶┯ oっ a‶ aっ¨ed っo┗┗eっわ
i‶ a jeらelっわ stoっe i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o. I k‶eら the kid らith the .3雑鯖 pa‶i┘ked, ┗ut I らas
still holdi‶┯ out hope that ‶o┗odわ had died.

A┗out ┮ouっ oっ ンよe daわs lateっ, theわ っepoっted that a ┘usto¨eっ i‶ Jessop & So‶s
jeらelっわ stoっe i‶ La Jolla, a thiっtわ-┮ouっ-わeaっ-old ¨a‶ ┮っo¨ Sa‶ Die┯o, らas shot i‶
the head duっi‶┯ a‶ aっ¨ed っo┗┗eっわ o‶ Motheっ’s Daわ. He did‶’t die i¨¨ediatelわ.
He らas o‶ li┮e suppoっt ┮oっ seよeっal daわs i‶ the hospital, ┗ut ‶oら he’d died. It らas
a‶ ope‶ ¨uっdeっ ┘ase, a‶d the ┘ops らeっe aski‶┯ ┮oっ i‶┮oっ¨atio‶ a‶d oリeっi‶┯ a
su┗sta‶tial っeらaっd.

嘗Fu┘k!奨 I shouted at the T0.
Noら it hit ho¨e, hoら daっk this らas. A‶ i‶‶o┘e‶t ¨a‶ らas dead ┗e┘ause o┮ a

li┘k I’d pla‶‶ed. I k‶eら I っeallわ had to ┯o i‶to hi┗eっ‶atio‶. Theっe らas ┯oi‶┯ to
┗e a ¨ajoっ ¨a‶hu‶t u‶til theわ solよed this ┘ase. I seよeっed ¨わ ties ┮っo¨ eよeっわo‶e,
pla‶‶i‶┯ to staわ u‶deっ┯っou‶d ┮oっ as lo‶┯ as I ┘ould.

But o‶┘e the dete┘tiよes did theiっ ho¨eらoっk, it did‶’t take the¨ too lo‶┯ to
tっa┘k ¨e doら‶.

It staっted らith the¨ っeよieらi‶┯ the ┘a¨eっas ┮っo¨ the stoっes; theわ had ¨e a‶d
Je‶‶i┮eっ o‶ よideo i‶ eaっlわ Maわ ┗っoらsi‶┯ i‶side ┗oth o┮ the tらo jeらelっわ stoっes.



Theわ lo┘ated Je‶‶i┮eっ—she had a‶ i¨¨a┘ulate っe┘oっd, had ‶eよeっ ┗ee‶ i‶ tっou┗le
らith the laら. Theわ aっっested heっ, s┘aっed heっ; a‶d heっ ┮atheっ, らho oら‶ed the
shooti‶┯ っa‶┯e a‶d らas ┮っie‶ds らith all these Sa‶ Die┯o ┘ops, told heっ, 嘗8ou
┗etteっ tell the poli┘e a‶わthi‶┯ theわ らa‶t to k‶oら.奨 She staっted ┘oopeっati‶┯—
theわ looked ┮oっ ¨e i‶ L.A. a‶d ┘ould‶’t ン‶d ¨e, ┗ut eよe‶tuallわ Je‶‶i┮eっ’s
i‶┮oっ¨atio‶ led the¨ stっai┯ht to ¨e i‶ Bakeっsンeld. O┮ ┘ouっse, theわ alっeadわ had
¨わ らhole ┘っi¨i‶al histoっわ a‶d ┘o‶よi┘tio‶s as a jeらel thie┮.

Theわ did‶’t aっっest ¨e っi┯ht aらaわ. Theわ a┘tuallわ had ¨e u‶deっ suっよeilla‶┘e—
tappi‶┯ ¨わ pho‶es, ┮olloらi‶┯ ¨e—┮oっ tらo ¨o‶ths. Theっe らas a hu┯e task ┮oっ┘e
¨ade up o┮ LAPD, Sa‶ Die┯o poli┘e, a‶d Bakeっsンeld ┘ops, plus a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┮eds.

Theわ k‶eら that I らas‶’t a┘tuallわ i‶ the stoっes duっi‶┯ the ┘っi¨e, ┗ut theわ
had‶’t aっっested a‶わ o┮ the siゎ ┯uわs らho did the っo┗┗eっies, a‶d theわ kept ¨e
u‶deっ suっよeilla‶┘e hopi‶┯ I’d lead the¨ to this e‶tiっe ┘っeら. I らas‶’t ¨eeti‶┯
らith a‶わo‶e, らas‶’t pla‶‶i‶┯ a‶わ otheっ li┘ks, so I thou┯ht I らas sa┮elわ lわi‶┯ loら.

Eaっlわ o‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯ o┮ O┘to┗eっ 捌, 擦錆錆札, ¨わ らoっld ┘a¨e ┘っashi‶┯ doら‶.
That ‶i┯ht, ¨わ dau┯hteっ, Maっょuise, spe‶t the ‶i┯ht at heっ ┯っa‶d¨a’s,

so¨ethi‶┯ I よeっわ っaっelわ alloらed, espe┘iallわ k‶oらi‶┯ she had s┘hool i‶ the
¨oっ‶i‶┯. I‶ hi‶dsi┯ht, it らas a ┗lessi‶┯ that she did‶’t haよe to らit‶ess the dっa¨a
that らas a┗out to u‶┮old ┮oっ heっ paっe‶ts.

Heっ ¨o¨ a‶d I らeっe ┮ast asleep upstaiっs, o┗liよious to the ┮っe‶zわ o┮ a┘tiよitわ
¨ou‶ti‶┯ i‶ the pっedaら‶ daっk‶ess o‶ the thっeshold o┮ ouっ dooっsteps. Sudde‶lわ,
the e‶tiっe apaっt¨e‶t shook らith the ┮oっ┘e o┮ a‶ eaっthょuake. Staっtled aらake, I
i‶itiallわ thou┯ht that’s らhat it らas—We’re ┭eiっ╅ ro┮ked ┭y a なuake—‶ot that
u‶┘o¨¨o‶ i┮ わou ┯っeら up i‶ Southeっ‶ Cali.

But it らas the task ┮oっ┘e ¨aki‶┯ e‶tっわ, theiっ ┗atteっi‶┯ っa¨ leよeli‶┯ the ┮っo‶t
dooっ ┘leaっ oリ its hi‶┯es.

It らas ┗aっelわ daわli┯ht outside. Just like i‶ I┘e’s so‶┯ 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’,奨 らe
らoke to the sou‶ds o┮ loud よoi┘es a‶d ┮ast-appっoa┘hi‶┯ ┮ootsteps ¨aki‶┯ theiっ
らaわ upstaiっs to ouっ ┗edっoo¨.

嘗Poli┘e! Seaっ┘h らaっっa‶t!奨



I らas tっわi‶┯ to ┯et to ¨わ ┮eet, dis┘o¨┗o┗ulated, ¨わ ¨i‶d a‶d ┗odわ still hal┮
asleep. Mわ heaっt らas っa┘i‶┯ like the e‶┯i‶e o┮ a Feっっaっi—┗ut eよeっわthi‶┯ else
aっou‶d ¨e らas u‶┮oldi‶┯ like a supeっ-sloら-¨otio‶ ¨oよie.

The i‶┮っaっed ┗ea¨s ┮っo¨ the ┘ops’ ┯u‶s zeっoed i‶ o‶ ¨わ ┗odわ a‶d head. I
tuっ‶ed to see a tea¨ o┮ task ┮oっ┘e ¨e¨┗eっs i‶ theiっ ta┘ti┘al ┯eaっ, っushi‶┯ thっou┯h
the dooっ, shouti‶┯ i‶ u‶iso‶:

嘗Get doら‶!奨
Theわ ┯っa┗┗ed us, thっeら us doら‶, ta┘kli‶┯ us to the ┗ed. I らas shoよed ┮a┘e-

ンっst i‶to the ¨attっess, らith ¨わ aっ¨s ンっ¨lわ held ┗ehi‶d ¨わ ┗a┘k.
The ha‶d┘uリs s‶apped shut aっou‶d ¨わ らっists.
The sou‶d o┮ that ┘old ┘li┘k ¨aっked the e‶d o┮ ¨わ li┮e as a ┮っee ¨a‶.
Bわ ‶oら I らas ┮ullわ aらake—like I’d dっu‶k ンよe ┘ups o┮ ┗la┘k ┘oリee—a‶d ¨わ

¨i‶d らas ‶oら っa┘i‶┯ as ┮ast as ¨わ heaっt.
Hoう’d they fiっd ょe?
I’d stu┘k to the s┘っipt, ┯o‶e ┘o¨pletelわ u‶deっ┯っou‶d, ‶eよeっ ┘o‶ta┘ti‶┯

a‶わo‶e i‶よolよed i‶ the ┘っi¨e eゎ┘ept Je‶‶i┮eっ a ┮eら daわs a┮teっ the っo┗┗eっわ. I
ン┯uっed si‶┘e she liよed i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o, she ¨i┯ht haよe heaっd the status o┮ the
peっso‶ らho らas shot i‶side the stoっe.

Fiよe ¨o‶ths lateっ eよeっわthi‶┯ ┘a¨e ┮ull ┘iっ┘le. Mわ ‶eら っealitわ hit ¨e らith the
┮oっ┘e o┮ that ┗atteっi‶┯ っa¨. Mわ li┮estわle o┮ ┘っi¨i‶alitわ had ┯iよe‶ ¨e a ┮alse
peっ┘eptio‶ o┮ ¨わsel┮. I らas that supeっ-doら‶-ass stっeet plaわeっ, that elite hustleっ
らho ┮elt e‶titled to do aっythiっ╅ らith ‶o っe┯aっds ┮oっ a‶わo‶e else’s っi┯hts.

I had su┘h ┘o‶ンde‶┘e—╄alse ┘o‶ンde‶┘e—o┮ ┗ei‶┯ i‶よi‶┘i┗le, ┗elieよi‶┯ I’d
‶eよeっ ┯et ┘au┯ht.

As I laid a┘っoss the ┗ed ¨otio‶less, stu‶‶ed a‶d u‶deっ aっっest, ¨わ thou┯hts
らeっe っa┘i‶┯; I らas s┘he¨i‶┯, plotti‶┯.… 2hat had happe‶ed to that o‶┘e-
i‶‶o┘e‶t kid ‶a¨ed Alto‶, the little ┗oわ らith so ¨u┘h athleti┘ pote‶tial らho
dっea¨ed o┮ o‶e daわ ┗e┘o¨i‶┯ a pっo┮essio‶al ┗ase┗all plaわeっ?

I‶stead o┮ plaわi‶┯ i‶ the ¨ajoっ lea┯ues, I’d ┗e┘o¨e—i‶ I┘e’s ┯っeat phっase—嘗a
sel┮-¨ade ¨o‶steっ o┮ the ┘itわ stっeets.奨 I らas Ma┯i┘ Spike. I らas i‶よi‶┘i┗le. I saら
¨わsel┮ as so¨e apeゎ pっedatoっ よi┘ti¨izi‶┯ so┘ietわ. 2aっped ┗elie┮s had ¨わ ¨i‶d so
tらisted that I tっulわ ┗elieよed I’d ┯iよe‶ ¨わ li┮e to the ┯a¨e. Mわ dわs┮u‶┘tio‶ had
┗e┘o¨e ¨わ ‶oっ¨. Eよe‶ らith all the らaっ‶i‶┯ si┯‶s, all the っed ヶa┯s that I らas



よeeっi‶┯ ┘o¨pletelわ out o┮ ┘o‶tっol, ¨わ selンsh‶ess, ‶aっ┘issis¨, ¨わ addi┘tio‶ to
┘っi¨e—¨わ addi┘tio‶ to the ┮ast ¨o‶eわ, poらeっ, a‶d sheeっ adっe‶ali‶e hi┯h—
らould‶’t alloら ¨e to stop eよe‶ i┮ I らa‶ted to. Thi‶ki‶┯ I らas a┗oよe the laら, I
¨ade that de┘isio‶ to hit o‶e last li┘k i‶ La Jolla, らhi┘h ┘ha‶┯ed the tっaje┘toっわ
o┮ so ¨a‶わ people’s liよes a‶d s┘aっっed a ┘o¨¨u‶itわ.

All those っealizatio‶s, o┮ ┘ouっse, ┘a¨e to ¨e ¨u┘h lateっ.
I‶ the heat o┮ the task ┮oっ┘e takedoら‶, ¨わ ha‶ds ┘uリed ┗ehi‶d ¨e, ¨わ ¨ai‶

thou┯ht らas still:
Hoう iっ the ╄u┮k did they fiっd ょe?
Lわi‶┯ theっe ┘uリed o‶ the ┗ed, I ┮elt the i┘わ steel o┮ the shot┯u‶ ┗aっっel pっessed

ンっ¨lわ a┯ai‶st ¨わ っi┯ht te¨ple, the‶ the s¨ell o┮ ┯u‶poらdeっ っesidue seepi‶┯
doら‶ the ┗aっっel ┗uっ‶i‶┯ ¨わ eわes a‶d ¨aki‶┯ it haっd to see. Mo¨e‶taっilわ
┗li‶ded, eわes ┗uっ‶i‶┯, I staっted sょui‶ti‶┯ a‶d tらisti‶┯ ¨わ ‶e┘k.

Sudde‶lわ, o‶e o┮ the ┘ops, i‶ a deep, ┘leaっ よoi┘e, said:
嘗Do‶’t ¨oよe, わou ┮u┘ki‶’ ¨uっdeっeっ. Belieよe ¨e, I うill ┗loら わouっ ┮u┘ki‶’

head oリ.奨
He did‶’t shout it; he said it as a ┘old plai‶ ┮a┘t. The assuっed‶ess o┮ his よoi┘e

le┮t ¨e ‶o っeaso‶ to dou┗t hi¨. This ┘op らas‶’t to ┗e tested.
I っealized that i┮ I a┘┘ide‶tallわ s‶eezed, he’d haよe っeaso‶ to ┗loら ¨わ head oリ.

Mわ ¨i‶d ヶashed ┗a┘k to the ti¨e らhe‶ I らas ン┮tee‶ a‶d those LAPD ┘ops
┮u┘ked ¨e up o‶ that deseっted side stっeet a‶d staっted ┘hoki‶┯ ¨e u‶┘o‶s┘ious
┮oっ pi┘kpo┘keti‶┯ a らo¨a‶’s らallet a‶d っu‶‶i‶┯ ┮っo¨ the¨.

This ti¨e, らith that shot┯u‶ ┗aっっel pっessed to ¨わ head, I らas ¨u┘h, ¨u┘h
┘loseっ to dわi‶┯. This ti¨e, ¨わ li┮e らas o‶ a っazoっ’s ed┯e. I‶ the eわes o┮ these ┘ops,
I らas a sto‶e-┘old killeっ, ‶o lo‶┯eっ ¨わ ¨a¨a’s so‶.

嘗Suspe┘t appっehe‶ded!奨 I heaっd the¨ a‶‶ou‶┘i‶┯ oよeっ the poli┘e っadio; the‶
theわ pっo┘eeded to es┘oっt ¨e a‶d Maっょuise’s ¨o¨ doら‶staiっs.

The s┘e‶e outside らas suっっeal: theっe ¨ust haよe ┗ee‶ ┮oっtわ ┘ops asse¨┗led,
plus a distっi┘t attoっ‶eわ a‶d so¨e T0 ┘a¨eっas set up to ┘aptuっe the e‶tiっe s┘e‶e
o┮ ¨わ aっっest ┮oっ the lo┘al ‶eらs.

The tらo ¨ai‶ ho¨i┘ide dete┘tiよes っead ¨e ¨わ Miっa‶da っi┯hts. The‶, i‶ tらo
poli┘e ┘aっs, らe らeっe take‶ to Bakeっsンeld poli┘e statio‶ a‶d pla┘ed i‶ sepaっate



holdi‶┯ ta‶ks. A ┘ouple o┮ houっs lateっ, Maっょuise’s ¨o¨ らas ょuestio‶ed a‶d
っeleased ┗e┘ause she ho‶estlわ k‶eら っothiっ╅ a┗out the ┘っi¨e.

I らas ┗っou┯ht i‶to a っoo¨ ┮ull o┮ task ┮oっ┘e dete┘tiよes ┮oっ ¨わ i‶teっっo┯atio‶—
らithout a laらわeっ pっese‶t. O‶e o┮ the ンっst ょuestio‶s the lead dete┘tiよe asked ¨e
らas:

嘗Did I┘e-T haよe so¨ethi‶┯ to do らith this?奨
嘗2hat the ┮u┘k aっe わou talki‶┯ a┗out? I do‶’t k‶oら ‶o ┮u┘ki‶┯ I┘e-T!奨
I de‶ied eよe‶ kっoうiっ╅ I┘e. Theわ said theわ k‶eら I らas lわi‶┯. Theわ k‶eら all

a┗out ¨わ touっi‶┯ らith I┘e a‶d the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate a‶d theわ’d see‶ ¨e i‶ his
¨usi┘ よideos.

嘗I do‶’t k‶oら らhat わou’っe talki‶┯ a┗out.奨
I┘e k‶eら ‶othi‶┯ a┗out らhat I らas doi‶┯—‶o o‶e ┮っo¨ the Rhわ¨e

Sわ‶di┘ate oっ Bodわ Cou‶t did—┗ut theわ kept tっわi‶┯ to dっa┯ his ‶a¨e i‶to this,
らa‶ti‶┯ ¨e to li‶k hi¨ to this ┘ase he had っothiっ╅ to do らith.

I らould‶’t ┯iよe the¨ shit. I らould‶’t talk to the¨—peっiod.
Theわ らa‶ted i‶┮oっ¨atio‶—‶a¨es, lo┘atio‶s—a┗out the kids i‶よolよed i‶ the

っo┗┗eっわ a‶d shooti‶┯. 嘗Mっ. Pieっ┘e, わou ┘a‶ help わouっsel┮ ┗わ ┘oopeっati‶┯—奨
嘗I told わou. I’¨ ‶ot saわi‶┯ shit to わou ┯uわs. Let ¨e talk to ¨わ attoっ‶eわ.奨
That’s the ┘ode I ┯っeら up らith. Alらaわs keep わouっ ¨outh shut.
I’よe ‶eよeっ s‶it┘hed o‶ a‶わ┗odわ. Neよeっ らill.
The oldeっ o┮ the tらo dete┘tiよes saわs, 嘗Take hi¨ aらaわ. 2e’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ¨ake a‶

eゎa¨ple o┮ his ass.奨
Theわ tっa‶s┮eっっed ¨e doら‶ to Sa‶ Die┯o. I らas held らithout ┗ail, housed i‶

this spe┘ial se┘tio‶ o┮ the jail that らas ┮oっ all the hi┯h-poらeっed, hi┯h-se┘uっitわ
┘ases. I did‶’t tっust the pho‶es doら‶ theっe, so I ┘o‶ta┘ted ‶o┗odわ. The o‶lわ ┘all
I ¨ade らas to ¨わ dau┯hteっ’s ¨otheっ, a‶d I asked heっ to ┯et i‶ tou┘h らith ¨わ
¨o¨ a‶d tell heっ I らas all っi┯ht. I らas‶’t ┯oi‶┯ to ┘all Tっo¨e, oっ ¨わ ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h,
a‶d I da¨‶ suっe らas‶’t ┯oi‶┯ to ┯et i‶ tou┘h らith I┘e—‶ot a┮teっ I saら らhat he
らas ┯oi‶┯ thっou┯h o‶ the T0.

O‶e eよe‶i‶┯, っi┯ht a┮teっ I ┯ot to the Sa‶ Die┯o jail, I らas i‶ the daわっoo¨
らat┘hi‶┯ the T0. It らas al¨ost the ンっst stoっわ o‶ the ‶atio‶al ‶eらs—theわ らeっe
talki‶┯ a┗out I┘e. 嘗Da¨‶, that’s Moses!奨 I said to ¨わsel┮ らhe‶ I saら Chaっlto‶
Hesto‶ っeadi‶┯ the lわっi┘s to 嘗Cop Killeっ.奨 Theわ らeっe talki‶┯ a┗out ┗oわ┘otti‶┯



Ti¨e 2aっ‶eっ. Geoっ┯e Bush らas ┯iよi‶┯ a spee┘h a┗out it, too. I┘e らas ┘o¨i‶┯
u‶deっ heaよわ politi┘al ンっe—I ¨ea‶, he らas ┗ei‶┯ poっtっaわed as this teっっoっist thっeat
to poli┘e a┘っoss the ┘ou‶tっわ. I ┯uess that’s らhわ the ┘ops kept aski‶┯ ¨e so ¨a‶わ
ょuestio‶s a┗out hi¨, tっわi‶┯ to tie hi¨ i‶to ¨わ ┘ase. I‶ the eわes o┮ these
politi┘ia‶s a‶d poli┘e oっ┯a‶izatio‶s, ┗わ doi‶┯ that so‶┯, I┘e had ┗e┘o¨e pu┗li┘
e‶e¨わ ‶u¨┗eっ o‶e.

It らas al¨ost suっっeal to see it, ┗ut I ┘ould‶’t dらell o‶ it too ¨u┘h ┗e┘ause ┗わ
the ti¨e I らas i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o, I had ¨わ li┮e o‶ the li‶e.

The pっose┘utoっ a‶‶ou‶┘ed he らas seeki‶┯ the death pe‶altわ a┯ai‶st ¨e.
I’d ┗ee‶ to pっiso‶, o┮ ┘ouっse, ┗ut I’d ‶eよeっ ┘o¨e ┘lose to ┮a┘i‶┯ a death

pe‶altわ ┘ase—so I らas ‶eっよous as ┮u┘k. I k‶eら ¨わ ┗est shot らas to ┯et a ┯ood
┘っi¨i‶al de┮e‶se attoっ‶eわ. Theっe らas ¨oっe tha‶ $3撮撮,撮撮撮 i‶ ┘ash theわ seized
┮っo¨ ¨わ house, a‶d I tっied to ┯et it ┗a┘k i‶ a ¨otio‶ ┗わ saわi‶┯ I’d ¨ade the
¨o‶eわ doi‶┯ ¨usi┘—┗ut the jud┯e said u‶less I ┘ould pっoよide っe┘eipts oっ paわ
stu┗s to pっoよe the ¨o‶eわ らas eaっ‶ed le┯allわ, theわ らeっe ┯oi‶┯ to hold it. I had ‶o
っe┘eipts oっ paわ stu┗s—i‶sta‶tlわ, that $3撮撮,撮撮撮 らas ┯o‶e.

A‶d らithout ¨o‶eわ ┮oっ a pっiよate attoっ‶eわ, I had ‶o otheっ optio‶ ┗ut to take
¨わ ┘ha‶┘es らith a ┘ouっt-appoi‶ted laらわeっ. His ‶a¨e らas 0i┘toっ Eっi┘kso‶.
2he‶ he らalked i‶to the っoo¨, I らas stっai┯ht┮oっらaっd. 嘗8ou’っe a pu┗li┘
de┮e‶deっ,奨 I said. 嘗2hわ should I tっust わou? I ¨ea‶, ¨わ li┮e is o‶ the li‶e heっe.奨

2hat ┘hoi┘e did I haよe? I e‶ded up dis┘losi‶┯ eよeっわthi‶┯ to hi¨, i‶ oっdeっ ┮oっ
hi¨ to ¨ou‶t the ┗est de┮e‶se he ┘ould. I‶ ¨わ ¨i‶d, o┮ ┘ouっse, I k‶oら I’¨
っespo‶si┗le ┮oっ the っo┗┗eっies, ┮oっ oっ┘hestっati‶┯ the e‶tiっe ┘っi¨e, ┗ut I deン‶itelわ
—defiっitely—did ‶ot らa‶t a‶ i‶‶o┘e‶t よi┘ti¨ to ┗e killed. 2hat I did‶’t
u‶deっsta‶d at that ti¨e らas this: i‶ the eわes o┮ the laら, ¨asteっ¨i‶di‶┯ a っo┗┗eっわ
i‶ らhi┘h so¨eo‶e ┯ets killed is ┘o‶sideっed a ¨oっe seっious oリe‶se tha‶ i┮ わou
pulled the tっi┯┯eっ.

At this poi‶t, the o‶lわ people theわ’よe aっっested aっe ¨e a‶d Je‶‶i┮eっ—so らe’っe
‶ot suっe hoら stっo‶┯ a ┘ase the pっose┘utio‶’s ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e a┗le to ¨ou‶t i┮ it’s
solelわ heっ らoっd. She らas theっe duっi‶┯ the pla‶‶i‶┯ o┮ the ┘っi¨e, she led ¨e to
the jeらelっわ stoっes, ┗ut theわ still did‶’t haよe the a┘tual ┯a‶┯ ¨e¨┗eっs らho’d do‶e
the っo┗┗eっわ.



The‶, っi┯ht ┗e┮oっe tっial, theわ ┘aptuっed o‶e o┮ the わou‶┯ ┯uわs らho’d do‶e the
っo┗┗eっわ, a‶d he staっted to talk; a┗out a らeek oっ tらo lateっ theわ had thっee ¨oっe
┯uわs; the‶ theわ ン‶allわ aっっested Daっ‶ell, the わou‶┯ ┯uわ らho a┘tuallわ did the
shooti‶┯. He had ヶed to Te‶‶essee, so theわ postpo‶ed ¨わ tっial date u‶til theわ
┘ould eゎtっadite hi¨ to Cali┮oっ‶ia.

That’s らhe‶ all the do¨i‶oes staっted ┮alli‶┯. All these ┯uわs ┘a¨e ┮oっらaっd to
┯iよe depositio‶s a┯ai‶st ¨e. Theわ all said the sa¨e thi‶┯: 嘗He led us doら‶ theっe.
He pla‶‶ed the っo┗┗eっies. He ┯aよe us the ┯u‶s. He pっoよided the stole‶ ┘aっs.奨
The tっial date らas set ┮oっ Ju‶e 擦錆錆3. I らas ┮a┘i‶┯ ¨ultiple ┘haっ┯es: ¨uっdeっ,
┘o‶spiっa┘わ, a‶d aっ¨ed っo┗┗eっわ. Mわ attoっ‶eわ said that at tっial, Je‶‶i┮eっ らas ┯oi‶┯
to take the sta‶d a‶d testi┮わ as the pっose┘utio‶’s staっ らit‶ess a┯ai‶st ¨e.

At that poi‶t I k‶eら I らas ┯oi‶┯ to ┮all.
The o‶lわ ょuestio‶ らas: Hoら haっd?

ICE

Bわ O┘to┗eっ 擦錆錆札, ‶o┗odわ had heaっd ┮っo¨ Spike i‶ ¨o‶ths. 2e did‶’t eよe‶
k‶oら he’d ┗ee‶ aっっested. I らas e‶┯ul┮ed i‶ the 嘗Cop Killeっ奨 dっa¨a—the
pっeside‶t o┮ the U‶ited States らas o‶ T0 de‶ou‶┘i‶┯ ¨e. So らas the よi┘e
pっeside‶t, a‶d Chaっlto‶ Hesto‶—the head o┮ the NRA—a‶d all these laら-
e‶┮oっ┘e¨e‶t ┯っoups. The situatio‶ ┯ot っeal heaよわ ┮oっ a らhile. Theわ had a
┘a¨pai┯‶ to ┗oわ┘ott Ti¨e 2aっ‶eっ, a‶d the‶ people staっted se‶di‶┯ ┗o¨┗ s┘aっes
a‶d ┘っedi┗le death thっeats to 2aっ‶eっ Bっos. It ┯ot the poi‶t らheっe I ン‶allわ said,
嘗Look, pull that so‶┯ oリ the al┗u¨奨—I ¨ea‶, I らas‶’t tっわi‶┯ to jeopaっdize
a‶わo‶e’s li╄e at ¨わ っe┘oっd ┘o¨pa‶わ to pっoよe a poi‶t a┗out ┮っeedo¨ o┮ spee┘h
a‶d ¨わ aっtisti┘ i‶te┯っitわ.

Liste‶, らhe‶ the pっeside‶t o┮ the U‶ited States saわs わouっ ‶a¨e i‶ a‶┯eっ, わou
┯o thっou┯h the deepest ┗a┘k┯っou‶d ┘he┘k i¨a┯i‶a┗le. The 嘗Alpha┗et Boわs奨 all
deよelop ンles o‶ わou: FBI, DEA, ATF, IRS. I ¨ea‶, the ┮eds らa‶t to k‶oら eよeっわ
┯odda¨‶ thi‶┯ a┗out わou. Theわ ┘o¨┗ed thっou┯h ¨わ past らith a ン‶e-tooth
┘o¨┗. Theわ audited ¨わ taゎes tらi┘e. Theわ tっied to ン‶d out i┮ I らas a┘tiよelわ
sto┘kpili‶┯ ┯u‶s a‶d pla‶‶i‶┯ a‶ atta┘k a┯ai‶st ┘ops. So¨e FBI ┯uわs ょuestio‶ed



¨わ dau┯hteっ. Theわ らeっe aski‶┯ people, 嘗Is I┘e-T so¨e ki‶d o┮ っadi┘al
paっa¨ilitaっわ leadeっ looki‶┯ to staっt a っa┘e らaっ?奨 It sou‶ds al¨ost ┘っazわ to saわ this
todaわ, ┗ut ┗e┘ause o┮ 嘗Cop Killeっ,奨 theわ staっted a‶ i‶よesti┯atio‶ i‶to らhetheっ I
らas a le┯iti¨ate thっeat to A¨eっi┘a‶ ‶atio‶al se┘uっitわ—らhe‶, tっuth┮ullわ, I らas
just a ┯uわ i‶ a ¨etal ┗a‶d ¨aki‶┯ a ┮u┘ki‶┯ っe┘oっd.

The‶, at so¨e poi‶t, i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ this 嘗Cop Killeっ奨 ┗a┘klash, らe heaっd
Spike らas ┘au┯ht up i‶ a ¨uっdeっ.

At ンっst, I did‶’t k‶oら らhetheっ the stoっわ らas eよe‶ tっue oっ ‶ot, らhetheっ
so¨ethi‶┯ had ┯ot tらisted oっ lost i‶ tっa‶slatio‶, ┗e┘ause that is‶’t Spike—that’s
‶ot his ┯et-doら‶.

Spike’s a plaわeっ, ‶ot a killeっ.
It had ┗ee‶ al¨ost te‶ わeaっs si‶┘e I’d hit a‶わ li┘ks らith hi¨, ┗ut らhe‶ らe

っolled to┯etheっ, らe らeっe ‶eよeっ よiole‶t—that らas a ┗asi┘ っule o‶ a‶わ li┘k らe did
to┯etheっ: ンっst a‶d ┮oっe¨ost, do‶’t huっt ‶o┗odわ.

Al P. らas the ンっst ┯uわ i‶ ouっ ┘iっ┘le らho had a little ┗it o┮ i‶┮oっ¨atio‶.
嘗Spike? A ょurder? 8ou suっe?奨 I asked hi¨.
Al P. heaっd that a わou‶┯ kid o‶ a jeらel li┘k shot a‶d killed so¨e┗odわ a‶d that

Spike らas‶’t the shooteっ, らas‶’t eよe‶ i‶side the stoっe らhe‶ it happe‶ed, ┗ut
he’d ┗ee‶ i¨pli┘ated as the ¨asteっ¨i‶d.

I did‶’t eよe‶ k‶oら Spike らas still a┘tiよe i‶ the ┯a¨e. I did‶’t k‶oら i┮ a‶わ o┮
¨わ ┮っie‶ds らeっe. Like I said, I did‶’t うaっt to k‶oら. A‶d I’d stu┘k to that っule:
嘗Do‶’t tell ¨e shit I do‶’t ‶eed to heaっ.奨

I ┘ould ‶eよeっ i¨a┯i‶e Spike ¨asteっ¨i‶di‶┯ a li┘k らith よiole‶┘e as paっt o┮ the
pla‶‶i‶┯.

But heっe’s the thi‶┯: i┮ わou’っe ¨essi‶┯ aっou‶d i‶ the ┯a¨e, aっythiっ╅ ┘a‶
happe‶.

Cats thi‶k theわ’っe s¨aっt e‶ou┯h to ┘o‶tっol eよeっわthi‶┯—┗ut theっe’s ‶o らaわ
to ┗e this ょa╅i┮ puppet ¨asteっ, alらaわs i‶ ┘o‶tっol o┮ eよeっわ detail a‶d eよeっわ otheっ
peっso‶’s a┘tio‶s.

I┮ わou staわ a┘tiよe lo‶┯ e‶ou┯h, the ┯a¨e らill alらaわs ┘o¨e ┗a┘k a‶d ┗ite わou
i‶ the ass.

Foっ a lo‶┯ ti¨e, ‶o‶e o┮ us k‶eら らhat らas ┯oi‶┯ o‶ らith Spike. He らas‶’t
┘o‶ta┘ti‶┯ a‶わ o┮ us, a‶d らe did‶’t haよe a‶わ らaわ o┮ ┯etti‶┯ i‶ tou┘h らith hi¨.



Spike らe‶t ┘o¨pletelわ oリ the ┯っid.
I did‶’t heaっ ┮っo¨ Spike—っoっe o┮ us heaっd ┮っo¨ Spike—┮oっ ¨oっe tha‶ thっee

わeaっs.

SPIKE

Whe‶ ¨わ tっial date appっoa┘hed, I ¨ade a de┘isio‶: I らa‶ted to ┮a┘e it alo‶e. I
‶eeded to ┮a┘e it alo‶e.

I did‶’t らa‶t a‶わ ┮a¨ilわ oっ ┮っie‶ds tっaよeli‶┯ doら‶ ┮っo¨ Los A‶┯eles to Sa‶
Die┯o. Espe┘iallわ si‶┘e it らas a death pe‶altわ ┘ase. I ┘alled ¨わ ¨otheっ a‶d sisteっs
┮っo¨ the ┘ou‶tわ jail a‶d told the¨, 嘗I do‶’t らa‶t ‶o┗odわ to ┘o¨e doら‶ heっe. I
do‶’t らa‶t ‶o ┮a¨ilわ eゎposed to ‶o‶e o┮ this.奨

The ¨oっ‶i‶┯ o┮ the tっial, the ┘ouっtっoo¨ らas pa┘ked. I らas the o‶lわ Bla┘k ┯uわ
i‶ the っoo¨. Theっe らeっe a ┗u‶┘h o┮ T0 ┘a¨eっas, ┗e┘ause this らas a よeっわ hi┯h-
pっoンle ┘ase i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o. The わou‶┯ ¨a‶ らho らas killed ┘a¨e ┮っo¨ a laっ┯e
┮a¨ilわ—his ┮atheっ らas a pっo¨i‶e‶t attoっ‶eわ i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o. His paっe‶ts, らi┮e,
┗っotheっs, a‶d sisteっs らeっe all theっe. The a‶┯eっ i‶ the ┘o¨¨u‶itわ らas i‶te‶se.

The ┘oldest thi‶┯ ┮oっ ¨e a┗out the e‶tiっe tっial らas seei‶┯ the よi┘ti¨’s ┮a¨ilわ
up ┘lose. The わou‶┯ ¨a‶’s ¨otheっ a‶d ┮atheっ らeっe sitti‶┯ っi┯ht oよeっ ¨わ
shouldeっ. That’s the thi‶┯ that ┗っoke ¨わ heaっt. That’s the ¨o¨e‶t it ┗e┘a¨e
hu¨a‶. The ┘っi¨e ┗e┘a¨e ta‶┯i┗le.

These らeっe eldeっlわ people. Theわ did‶’t deseっよe to ┯o thっou┯h all this pai‶. I
らas っespo‶si┗le ┮oっ theiっ ┘hild ┗ei‶┯ take‶ ┮っo¨ the¨—¨わ a┘tio‶s a‶d ┗ad
┘hoi┘es had destっoわed theiっ liよes.

Je‶‶i┮eっ testiンed i‶ detail a┗out ¨e pla‶‶i‶┯ the っo┗┗eっies, a‶d all the eよe‶ts
that she らit‶essed o‶ Motheっ’s Daわ. Theわ had all the depositio‶s ┮っo¨ the ┯uわs
らho a┘tuallわ did the っo┗┗eっわ—eよeっわ o‶e o┮ the¨ had take‶ deals o‶ the
┘o‶ditio‶ that ‶o‶e o┮ the¨ had to ┘o¨e to ┘ouっt a‶d testi┮わ i‶ peっso‶.

The juっわ ┮ou‶d ¨e ┯uiltわ a┮teっ just a ┮eら houっs o┮ deli┗eっatio‶. Guiltわ o┮
ンっst-de┯っee ¨uっdeっ, aっ¨ed っo┗┗eっわ, a‶d a┗out te‶ diリeっe‶t ┘haっ┯es.

2he‶ the ┮oっe¨a‶ a‶‶ou‶┘ed the ┯uiltわ よeっdi┘t, the jud┯e se‶te‶┘ed ¨e to
tらe‶tわ-ンよe to li┮e.



At the staっt o┮ the tっial the jud┯e had take‶ the death pe‶altわ oリ the ta┗le.
Be┘ause I らas‶’t the a┘tual shooteっ, he did‶’t らa‶t the issue o┮ ┘apital

pu‶ish¨e‶t to possi┗lわ i‶du┘e the juっoっs to a┘ょuit ¨e. K‶oらi‶┯ that theわ haよe
the added ┗uっde‶ o┮ se‶di‶┯ a ¨a‶ to the death ┘ha¨┗eっ—haよi‶┯ that poらeっ o┮
li┮e a‶d death i‶ theiっ ha‶ds—┘a‶ so¨eti¨es っaise ┘o‶ヶi┘ti‶┯ e¨otio‶s らithi‶
that juっわ っoo¨. I‶stead, the jud┯e らa‶ted those tらelよe ┘itize‶s to ┮o┘us o‶ ¨わ
っole as the ¨asteっ¨i‶d o┮ the ┘っi¨e, thus ¨aki‶┯ it easieっ ┮oっ the¨ to ┘o‶よi┘t
a‶d to ha‶d doら‶ a se‶te‶┘e that らould ┗e eょuiよale‶t to a death pe‶altわ.

A┮teっ ┘o‶よi┘tio‶, I らas still ┮a┘i‶┯ らhat’s k‶oら‶ as the 嘗spe┘ial
┘iっ┘u¨sta‶┘es奨 phase o┮ se‶te‶┘i‶┯. The jud┯e told the juっわ that eよe‶ thou┯h I
らas‶’t the shooteっ, i┮ theわ ┮ou‶d ¨e ┯uiltわ o┮ ┗ei‶┯ the っi‶┯leadeっ o┮ this ┘っi¨e,
theわ らould deli┗eっate o‶ this as a 嘗spe┘ial-┘iっ┘u¨sta‶┘es ¨uっdeっ.奨 I‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia,
i┮ わou’っe ┘o‶よi┘ted o┮ ンっst-de┯っee ¨uっdeっ a‶d ┘eっtai‶ spe┘ial ┘iっ┘u¨sta‶┘es
applわ, theっe aっe o‶lわ tらo possi┗le pe‶alties: death, oっ li┮e らithout the possi┗ilitわ
o┮ paっole.

L2OP—li┮e らithout paっole—¨ea‶s わou’っe ‶ot ┘o¨i‶┯ ho¨e. Eぅer.
L2OP is a‶otheっ ┮oっ¨ o┮ death. A sloらeっ ┮oっ¨ o┮ death. 2hateよeっ di┯its aっe

i‶ わouっ se‶te‶┘e—tらe‶tわ-ンよe わeaっs, thiっtわ-ンよe わeaっs, ┮oっtわ-ンよe わeaっs—it does‶’t
¨atteっ. 2ith L2OP at the e‶d, theっe’s a ┗odわ ┗a┯ らaiti‶┯ o‶ わou. 8ou’っe dわi‶┯
┗ehi‶d that らall.

Mわ head’s っeeli‶┯: I just lost the tっial a‶d I’¨ らaiti‶┯ i‶ the holdi‶┯ ┘ell as the
juっわ is out っedeli┗eっati‶┯. Theわ ┘o¨e ┗a┘k tらo houっs lateっ. The oロ┘eっs lead ¨e
┗a┘k i‶ to heaっ the de┘isio‶. The ┘ouっtっoo¨ is pa┘ked, ┗ut わou ┘a‶ heaっ a pi‶
dっop. As the juっわ らalks i‶, I’¨ thi‶ki‶┯:

These tうelぅe people haぅe your li╄e iっ their haっds. You’ぅe ┭eeっ ╅iぅeっ tうeっty-fiぅe
to li╄e. At a ょiっiょuょ. Noう they’re a┭out to de┮ide i╄ you’re ╅oiっ╅ to die iっ prisoっ.

The jud┯e asked, 嘗Haよe わou っea┘hed a よeっdi┘t?奨
Mわ heaっt is pou‶di‶┯ like a tらelよe-i‶┘h らoo┮eっ.
The ┮oっe¨a‶ a‶‶ou‶┘ed that the よote らas 鯖–雑. I did‶’t u‶deっsta‶d らhat a‶わ

o┮ it ¨ea‶t. Mわ attoっ‶eわ eゎplai‶ed it らas 鯖–雑 a╅aiっst applわi‶┯ the spe┘ial
┘iっ┘u¨sta‶┘es to ¨わ ┘ase. He said that u‶like the tっial よeっdi┘t, it did‶’t haよe to
┗e u‶a‶i¨ous.



Teaっs stっea¨ed doら‶ ¨わ ┘heeks a‶d I ┗oらed ¨わ head, pっaわi‶┯. Be┘ause ‶oら
at least theっe’s a ┘ha‶┘e—hoらeよeっ っe¨ote—o┮ ¨e ┘o¨i‶┯ ┗e┮oっe a paっole ┗oaっd.
So¨edaわ. I did‶’t らa‶t to die i‶ jail.

Theわ led ¨e ┗a┘k to the holdi‶┯ ┘ell, a‶d ¨わ attoっ‶eわ ┘a¨e to see ¨e te‶
¨i‶utes lateっ. He ┗leら ¨わ ¨i‶d ┗わ telli‶┯ ¨e that the tっial らas‶’t oよeっ.

嘗Heっe’s らhat’s ┯oi‶┯ o‶. The jud┯e has ¨e a‶d the DA i‶ ┘ha¨┗eっs っi┯ht
‶oら—the DA らa‶ts to っeンle o‶ the spe┘ial ┘iっ┘u¨sta‶┘es.奨

嘗2ait, I thou┯ht the juっわ deli┗eっated? I thou┯ht らe ┯ot a よeっdi┘t.奨
He eゎplai‶ed that theっe らas a‶ optio‶ ┮oっ the DA to っeンle, ┗asi┘allわ っeshuヰe

his ┘aっds, pっese‶t ‶eら eよide‶┘e—¨aわ┗e ┗っi‶┯ ┮oっらaっd the ┯uわs らho did the
a┘tual っo┗┗eっわ to ¨ake ‶eら alle┯atio‶s a┗out ¨e, i‶ ope‶ ┘ouっt, i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ the
juっわ. A‶d a‶わ out┘o¨e らas possi┗le. All the DA らould ‶eed to do is peっsuade
tらo o┮ those juっoっs to sらit┘h theiっ よotes to ┯iよe ¨e L2OP.

I らaited i‶ that holdi‶┯ ┘ell らhile theわ らe‶t ┗a┘k a‶d ┮oっth らith the
‶e┯otiatio‶s. Mわ attoっ‶eわ ┘a¨e ┗a┘k a‶d asked ¨e, 嘗2ould わou ┗e らilli‶┯ to
take a‶otheっ te‶?奨

嘗Aっother te‶ わeaっs?奨
嘗8es, te‶ わeaっs o‶ top o┮ the tらe‶tわ-ンよe to li┮e.奨
I‶ otheっ らoっds, i┮ I a┘┘ept those added te‶ わeaっs, the L2OP ┯oes aらaわ. But

also, i┮ I take the deal, theっe’s ‶o appeali‶┯ it lateっ o‶. Mわ ┗a┘k らas totallわ
a┯ai‶st the らall. 2e did‶’t haよe ¨u┘h ti¨e to de┘ide.

嘗It’s ‶oら oっ ‶eよeっ,奨 he saわs. 嘗2hat do わou らa‶t ¨e to tell the¨?奨
嘗Ma‶, do らhateよeっ わou ┯ot to do.奨
The よi┘ti¨’s ┮a¨ilわ ‶eeded to a┯っee to the deal that the DA らas oリeっi‶┯. I

らaited らhile theわ talked it oよeっ pっiよatelわ. Mわ attoっ‶eわ ┘a¨e ┗a┘k to the holdi‶┯
┘ell o‶e last ti¨e.

嘗The ┮a¨ilわ said theわ do‶’t らa‶t to ┯o thっou┯h this a‶わ¨oっe. Theわ a┯っee to
the te‶ o‶ top o┮ the tらe‶tわ-ンよe.奨

嘗So I’ll ┯et thiっtわ-ンよe to li┮e?奨
嘗Thiっtわ-ンよe to li┮e.奨
嘗Take the deal,奨 I told hi¨. 嘗All I ask is that I haよe a ┘ha‶┘e to addっess the

┮a¨ilわ i‶ ┘ouっt.奨
Theわ led ¨e ┗a┘k i‶side a‶d I ┯ot o‶ the sta‶d.



嘗I just らa‶t to let わou k‶oら, I’¨ soっっわ. I take ┮ull っespo‶si┗ilitわ. I ‶eよeっ
¨ea‶t ┮oっ this to happe‶.奨 I looked diっe┘tlわ at the よi┘ti¨’s paっe‶ts. 嘗8ouっ so‶
did‶’t deseっよe to die this らaわ, a‶d わou do‶’t deseっよe to ┯o thっou┯h all this pai‶.
Nothi‶┯ I saわ is ┯oi‶┯ to ┗っi‶┯ ┗a┘k わouっ so‶. But I a¨ soっっわ—I a¨ soっっわ ┮oっ the
pai‶ I’よe ┘aused わou.奨

The jud┯e pっo‶ou‶┘ed the se‶te‶┘e, a‶d those らoっds kept e┘hoi‶┯ i‶ ¨わ
head:

Thirty-fiぅe years to li╄e.
His ┯aよel ┘a¨e doら‶ a‶d the ┘ouっt oロ┘eっs led ¨e ┗a┘k to the holdi‶┯ ┘ell.
As I らalked out o┮ the ┘ouっtっoo¨, ¨わ head らas spi‶‶i‶┯ らith ┘o‶┮usio‶,

sho┘k, っe┯っet.
I ho‶estlわ ‶eよeっ eゎpe┘ted to see the ┮っee らoっld a┯ai‶.

ICE

Whe‶ I らas i‶ the ┯a¨e, I had this よisio‶ o┮ ¨わsel┮ っu‶‶i‶┯ doら‶ a っoad—this
っa┘e ┮ull o┮ otheっ plaわeっs a‶d hustleっs—a‶d わelli‶┯ at eよeっわ┗odわ to ¨わ le┮t a‶d
っi┯ht:

嘗8ou’っe ‶ot ┯o‶‶a らi‶! 8o, I’ょ the ┗addest! I’¨ Cっazわ Tっaわ!奨
But らhe‶ I ┯ot to らhat I thou┯ht らas the ン‶ish li‶e, at the e‶d o┮ that

hustli‶┯ っoad, theっe らas ‶o うiっっiっ╅—theっe らas ‶othi‶┯ ┗ut a steep ┘liリ. A‶d all
the dudes らho らeっe hustli‶┯ らith ¨e, o‶e ┗わ o‶e theわ kept ┮alli‶┯ oリ that ┘liリ.

I ¨a‶a┯ed to stop just i‶ ti¨e—I put the ┗っakes o‶, just ┗e┮oっe I らe‶t oよeっ
the ed┯e.

Noら I haよe a diリeっe‶t よisio‶. I see ¨わsel┮ as the ┯uわ らho’s spu‶ aっou‶d,
っu‶‶i‶┯ ┗a┘k up that っoad, a┯ai‶st the tっaロ┘, わelli‶┯ at people, ┗ut this ti¨e I’¨
らaっ‶i‶┯ the¨, telli‶┯ the¨ the tっuth a┗out the ┯a¨e.

嘗Ai‶’t ‶othi‶’ up theっe ┗ut a ┘liリ! Tuっ‶ the ┮u┘k aっou‶d!奨
Mostlわ I just ┯et s¨iっks a‶d sli┘k ┯la‶┘es. A‶d dudes keep o‶ っu‶‶i‶┯.
I u‶deっsta‶d the¨. I’よe ┭eeっ the¨.
So¨e ┘ats just aっe‶’t っeadわ to a┘┘ept the tっuth.
But eよeっわo‶e ン‶ds out eよe‶tuallわ.



Spike ┮ou‶d out i‶ his oら‶ らaわ, i‶ his oら‶ ti¨e: at the e‶d o┮ that っoad,
theっe’s ‶othi‶┯ ┗ut a ┘liリ.



CHAPTER 9

BOWELS OF THE DEVIL

Boうels o╄ the deぅil
Let ょe tell you うhat that su┮ker eats
Its stoょa┮h’s filled うith ょy hoょe┭oys
Guts ょade out o╄ steel aっd ┮oっ┮rete

—ICE, 実BOWELS OF THE DEVIL蔀

SPIKE

Foっ the ンっst siゎ わeaっs o┮ ¨わ li┮e se‶te‶┘e, I らas i‶ Calipatっia State Pっiso‶, a Leよel
I0 ┮a┘ilitわ i‶ the I¨peっial 0alleわ. At the ti¨e, it らas the ¨ost よiole‶t pっiso‶ i‶
Cali┮oっ‶ia—ha‶ds doら‶.

Foっ ¨e, Calipatっia peっso‶iンed the hellish っealitわ o┮ ┗ei‶┯ lo┘ked up.
8ou had so¨e o┮ the ┘oldest a‶d ┘っaziest ┯uわs ┮っo¨ the stっeets o┮ L.A., the

tわpe o┮ ┯uわs わou ‶eよeっ らa‶t to see i‶ a daっk alleわ, a‶d わou’っe side ┗わ side らith
the¨ eよeっわ si‶┯le ┮u┘ki‶┯ daわ. I‶ that I¨peっial 0alleわ, u‶deっ the deseっt su‶, it’s
liteっallわ a‶ i‶┮eっ‶o. It ┘a‶ ┯et up to 擦札撮 de┯っees. Calipatっia らas the ンっst pっiso‶ i‶
the state らith a‶ ele┘tっiンed ┮e‶┘e, so a‶わ dude eよe‶ thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out es┘ape k‶oらs
he’ll ┯et ┮っied to death tっわi‶┯.

As i‶ ¨ost Leよel I0 pっiso‶s, theっe’s ┘o‶sta‶t っa┘ial politi┘s. Guわs aっe alらaわs
┗eeン‶┯, ┯etti‶┯ sta┗┗ed. A‶d the poli┘e aっe ┘o‶sta‶tlわ ┯etti‶┯ atta┘ked, too.

That’s らhat ┯aよe Calipatっia that っeputatio‶ ┮oっ ┗ei‶┯ so da‶┯eっous. Theっe
らas this ‶otoっious i‶┘ide‶t that happe‶ed らhile I らas theっe i‶ Maっ┘h 擦錆錆雑. A



┯っoup o┮ East Coast Cっips らho らeっe li┮eっs—dudes らho ┮elt theわ had ‶othi‶┯ to
lose—┗a‶ded to┯etheっ a‶d っa‶ up i‶ the pっo┯っa¨ oロ┘e o‶ the A わaっd. Theわ
sta┗┗ed a seっ┯ea‶t, i‶juっed all these oロ┘eっs—┘aptai‶s, lieute‶a‶ts, eよeっわ oロ┘eっ
theわ ┘ould ン‶d. It らas like a hostile takeoよeっ. Ei┯ht ┘ops ┯ot ┗adlわ huっt.

Foっ se┘uっitわ っeaso‶s, the poli┘e haよe ‶o ha‶d┯u‶s o‶ the わaっd. The o‶lわ ┯u‶s
aっe the M擦薩s at the top o┮ the toらeっ. Rei‶┮oっ┘e¨e‶ts ┘a¨e っushi‶┯ i‶ ┮っo¨
eよeっわ わaっd i‶ っiot ┯eaっ a‶d ン‶allわ ┯ot ┘o‶tっol o┮ the situatio‶, a‶d Calipatっia
らe‶t i¨¨ediatelわ o‶ lo┘kdoら‶.

A‶d the‶ the っetっi┗utio‶ ┘a¨e. A‶わ┗odわ o‶ a‶わ わaっd らho らas aロliated らith
the East Coast Cっips, eよe‶ dudes らho had ‶othi‶┯ to do らith the i‶┘ide‶t, all
┯ot っolled up i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ the ‶i┯ht. It らas tらo i‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯, わou heaっd all
this shouti‶┯ o‶ the tieっs, a‶d theわ ┯っa┗┗ed thiっtわ-siゎ dudes a‶d put the¨ o‶ a
┗us to Coっ┘oっa‶ i‶ ‶othi‶┯ ┗ut theiっ u‶deっらeaっ. 2he‶ theわ aっっiよed at
Coっ┘oっa‶, the ┘ops らeっe らaiti‶┯ らith theiっ らel┘o¨e らa┯o‶. All o┮ these dudes
┯ot the do┯ shit ┗eat out o┮ the¨, Rod‶eわ Ki‶┯ stわle. Cops らeっe ┘っa┘ki‶┯ っi┗s,
┯っa┗┗i‶┯ dudes ┗わ theiっ ┗alls, s¨ashi‶┯ theiっ ┮a┘es i‶to the paよe¨e‶t. Theっe
e‶ded up ┗ei‶┯ a ¨ajoっ i‶よesti┯atio‶, a‶d a ┗u‶┘h o┮ the ┘ops at Coっ┘oっa‶ lost
theiっ jo┗s ┗ehi‶d that shit.

So that らas ¨わ ‶eら っealitわ. That らas ¨わ ‶eら daわ-to-daわ. Foっ those ンっst ┮eら
わeaっs i‶ Calipatっia, I just had ¨わ head doら‶. I did‶’t ┘o‶ta┘t ‶o┗odわ. Besides
¨わ ¨o¨, I did‶’t ┘all ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ, did‶’t ┘all I┘e oっ Tっo¨e oっ a‶わ o┮ ¨わ otheっ
┮っie‶ds.

The ンっst thi‶┯ I ‶eeded to do らas ┯et ¨わ ¨i‶d っi┯ht. I had to adapt ¨わsel┮ to
the ┘utthっoat ¨e‶talitわ. I had to ┘o‶ditio‶ ¨わsel┮ to liよi‶┯ that Leよel I0
li┮estわle. I‶ a pla┘e like Calipatっia, it’s do┯-eat-do┯. 8ou ┯et っespe┘t oっ わou take
っespe┘t. The わaっd is alらaわs o‶ the よeっ┯e o┮ よiole‶┘e. 8ou ┘a‶’t tっust ‶o┗odわ i‶
theっe.

Duっi‶┯ っe┘ ti¨e, I ┗e┘a¨e a ¨o‶steっ o‶ that らei┯ht pile. Cha‶‶eled ¨わ
┮o┘us a‶d a┯┯っessio‶ i‶to ┯etti‶┯ stっo‶┯eっ. It らas ┗a┘k to らhat Ja¨o had tau┯ht
¨e わeaっs ┗e┮oっe at Soledad. That iっo‶ pile kept ¨e sa‶e. It keeps a lot o┮ ┯uわs
sa‶e. I‶ a pla┘e like that わou ┘a‶ lose わouっ ¨i‶d i‶ ┮ouっ oっ ンよe ¨o‶ths—‶eよeっ
¨i‶d ンよe わeaっs. Tらe‶tわ-ンよe わeaっs. Thiっtわ-ンよe わeaっs…



The Suっeños had the laっ┯est a‶d ¨ost u‶iンed oっ┯a‶izatio‶, ┗ut theっe らeっe
stっo‶┯ ┮a┘tio‶s o┮ Cっips a‶d Bloods ┮っo¨ よaっious sets. A┯ai‶, ‶o┗odわ ┯iよes a
┮u┘k i┮ わou らeっe a plaわeっ out i‶ the stっeets. Theっe aっe ‶o disti‶┘tio‶s ┗etらee‶ a‶
aロliate a‶d a‶ a┘tiよe ┯a‶┯ ¨e¨┗eっ. 2e had a ┘ouple o┮ Haっle¨ OGs o‶ ¨わ
わaっd. A‶わ seっious i‶teっ‶al issues ┗ei‶┯ ¨ade a┗out the Haっle¨ ┘aっ, I らas usuallわ
paっt o┮ the de┘isio‶ ¨aki‶┯.

Eよeっわ daわ, わou’っe tっわi‶┯ to ┯o a┗out わouっ っouti‶e, pっodu┘tiよelわ, らhile i‶ the
┗a┘k o┮ わouっ ¨i‶d, わou’っe also pっepaっed to ┯o to らaっ. I┮ it’s a っa┘ial situatio‶, i┮
the Suっeños oっ the らhite┗oわs haよe a pっo┗le¨ らith us Bla┘ks, わou do‶’t stop to
ask ょuestio‶s; わou’よe ┯ot to i¨¨ediatelわ ン┯ht alo‶┯side わouっ っa┘e.

A っa┘ial situatio‶ ¨i┯ht happe‶ at ei┯ht i‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯ a‶d the Suっeños’
shot-┘alleっ らould saわ: 嘗To‶i┯ht, ¨a‶datoっわ, eよeっわ┗odわ ┘o¨e to the わaっd. 2e
taki‶’ oリ o‶ the Bla┘ks.奨 Theわ ¨ake suっe eよeっわ last ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ that’s
Hispa‶i┘ is o‶ the わaっd らith theiっ k‶iよes o‶ the¨ a‶d theiっ ┗oots tied. Oっ the
Bla┘ks ┘a‶ do the sa¨e thi‶┯. Eよeっわ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ has to ┮all i‶ li‶e, oっ he ┘a‶
eゎpe┘t to ┯et DP’ed ┗わ his oら‶ people.

The ¨ai‶ っeaso‶ I らas‶’t i‶ tou┘h らith a‶わo‶e—┮oっ わeaっs—らas ┗e┘ause I
had su┘h a 嘗Bu┘k Ro┯eっs奨 ‶u¨┗eっ, I still had‶’t らっapped ¨わ head aっou‶d it. I‶
the stっeet, らhe‶ わou ┘at┘h a lo‶┯-ass se‶te‶┘e, らe ┘all it a 嘗Bu┘k Ro┯eっs奨 ┗id. It’s
like, 嘗Da¨‶, ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ, ┗わ the ti¨e わou ┘o¨e ho¨e, theわ’ll haよe ヶわi‶┯ ┘aっs
a‶d shit!奨

2e used to joke a┗out it らhe‶ I らas out i‶ the ┮っee らoっld, ┗ut i‶side
Calipatっia—shit, theっe らas‶’t ‶othi‶┯ ┮u‶‶わ a┗out it.

Foっ a lo‶┯ ti¨e, I just ‶eeded to ┗e alo‶e.
Fi‶allわ, a┮teっ ¨oっe tha‶ thっee わeaっs, I de┘ided to ┘all o‶e o┮ the ‶u¨┗eっs I had

┮oっ I┘e’s oロ┘e, ‶ot suっe らho らas ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e theっe.
Tっo¨e a‶sらeっed. 嘗Spike!奨 he shouts. 嘗Eよeっわ┗odわ らo‶deっed らhat happe‶ed

to わou!奨
I ┗っou┯ht hi¨ up to speed. 嘗8eah, ¨a‶, I ┯ot ┘o‶よi┘ted at tっial. At ンっst the

DA らa‶ted to ┯iよe ¨e the death pe‶altわ. Beat that, ┗ut らe had a se┘o‶d tっial
らith spe┘ial ┘iっ┘u¨sta‶┘es—theわ らas tっわi‶┯ to ┯iよe ¨e L2OP. Theわ ┯aよe ¨e
tらe‶tわ-ンよe to li┮e plus I had to take a deal ┮oっ te‶ ¨oっe わeaっs.奨 I っe¨e¨┗eっ
telli‶┯ hi¨, 嘗I do‶’t k‶oら hoら the ┮u┘k I’¨ supposed to do thiっtわ-ンよe to li┮e,



Tっo¨e. 8ou k‶oら I ai‶’t ‶o らeak-ass ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ! I ai‶’t ┯o‶‶a take ¨わ oら‶
li┮e oっ ‶othi‶’ sillわ like that—┗ut hoら the ╄u┮k a¨ I supposed to do thiっtわ-ンよe to
li┮e?奨

I らa‶ted to talk to I┘e that daわ, ┗ut he らas‶’t aっou‶d. Tっo¨e ┯aよe ¨e a ┮eら
らi‶doらs to ┘all ┗a┘k.

At that ti¨e, I┘e らas still talki‶┯ to ┯uわs ┘alli‶┯ ┮っo¨ i‶side. Lateっ o‶, I┘e
┘ha‶┯ed the poli┘わ—o‶lわ ┘eっtai‶ desi┯‶ated people らould a‶sらeっ the pho‶e.
Mostlわ Al P. oっ Sea‶ E. Sea‶ oっ so¨eti¨es ¨わ ┘ousi‶ Ri┘h らould ┗e at that
‶u¨┗eっ. The‶ theわ らould pass わouっ ¨essa┯e o‶ to I┘e. Just to pっoよide a ┗uリeっ
┮oっ hi¨.

I’¨ ┘alli‶┯ ┮っo¨ a らall pho‶e at pっiso‶, a‶d the ┘alls ┯o thっou┯h the toらeっ—
¨ea‶i‶┯, the poli┘e liste‶ to eよeっわthi‶┯ わou saわ—so らe’よe ┯ot to ┗e ┘aっe┮ul.
Espe┘iallわ talki‶┯ diっe┘tlわ to I┘e, si‶┘e he’s the ┗a┘k┗o‶e o┮ ouっ らhole
oっ┯a‶izatio‶.

Fi‶allわ, I っea┘h I┘e i‶ his っe┘oっdi‶┯ studio, a‶d I ┘a‶ heaっ the pai‶ i‶ his よoi┘e.
嘗Ma‶, らe heaっd らhat happe‶ed, Spike,奨 he said. 嘗2heっe わou at ‶oら?奨
嘗I’¨ at Calipatっia State Pっiso‶, I¨peっial 0alleわ, っi┯ht ‶eaっ the Aっizo‶a

┗oっdeっ.奨 I told hi¨ a┗out ¨わ oっi┯i‶al se‶te‶┘e, plus te‶ ¨oっe わeaっs. 嘗Thiっtわ-ンよe
to li┮e. Like I らas telli‶┯ Tっo¨e, I do‶’t k‶oら hoら I’¨ supposed to do this ki‶d
o┮ ti¨e.奨

嘗Ma‶, わou should haよe ┘alled ¨e,奨 I┘e saわs. 嘗Maわ┗e I ┘ould haよe helped.
2hわ did‶’t わou っea┘h out?奨

嘗Liste‶, I did‶’t haよe ‶o┗odわ ┘o¨e to the tっial, I just ┮a┘ed that shit solo, the
らaわ a ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ is supposed to ┮a┘e it. I staわed doら‶, ¨a‶. I did‶’t らa‶t
‶o┗odわ theっe—¨わ ¨o¨, ¨わ sisteっs, ‶o┗odわ. I da¨‶ suっe らas‶’t ┯oi‶┯ to ┘all
わou, ┗e┘ause I k‶oら わou’っe out theっe doi‶┯ わouっ thi‶┯. 8ouっ ┘aっeeっ is ┯oi‶┯
┯っeat. A‶d わou k‶oら ¨e, ¨a‶, I ai‶’t ‶eよeっ ┯o‶‶a ┗っi‶┯ ‶o heat o‶ わou. I
らas‶’t ┯o‶‶a ┘all わouっ pho‶es a‶d ┗っi‶┯ shit o‶ わou that has ‶othi‶┯ to do らith
わou. I┮ the ┘ops asked ¨e a‶わthi‶┯ a┗out わou, I said, 妾I do‶’t k‶oら ‶o I┘e-T! Go
┮u┘k わouっsel┮!’ 奨

He did‶’t k‶oら the らhole stoっわ o┮ hoら I らas ┮a┘i‶┯ the death pe‶altわ, ┗ut I
told hi¨. He kept saわi‶┯ he らa‶ted to help, ┗ut ┗esides se‶di‶┯ a little ¨o‶eわ



┮oっ ¨わ ┘a‶tee‶, らhat ┘ould he do? Theっe らas ‶othi‶┯ he ┘ould do. The o‶lわ
peっso‶ らho ┘ould help らas ょe.

I ┘ould heaっ it i‶ I┘e’s よoi┘e—the huっt. I らas telli‶┯ hi¨ the details a┗out ¨わ
┘ase a‶d ¨わ se‶te‶┘e, ┗ut らhat ┘ould I┘e saわ? He らas just liste‶i‶┯. All he ┘ould
do らas liste‶.

Be┘ause, っeallわ, らhat ┮aっ わou saわ to a ┯uわ doi‶┯ thiっtわ-ンよe to li┮e?

ICE

Ho‶estlわ, らhe‶ a ┯uわ ┯oes to pっiso‶ o‶ a li┮e se‶te‶┘e, to a lot o┮ people it’s like
he died. That’s らhe‶ わou ン‶d out らho’s っeallわ ┯ot わouっ ┗a┘k. A lot o┮ people
わou thou┯ht らeっe わouっ ho¨ies leaよe わou ┮oっ dead. Pっettわ soo‶, theわ ┮oっ┯et わou
eよe‶ eゎisted.

Thi‶k a┗out it ┮oっ a ¨i‶ute. Hoら ¨a‶わ people do わou see o‶ a っe┯ulaっ ┗asis
that らould ‶oti┘e i┮ わou si¨plわ disappeaっed? I┮ わou らe‶t ┘o¨pletelわ oリ the
┯っid? O┮ ┘ouっse, わouっ ┮a¨ilわ らould ┗e aリe┘ted. But i┮ it’s a ┮っie‶d a‶d so¨eo‶e
わou ha‶┯ out らith so┘iallわ a‶d o‶e daわ わou よa‶ish, theわ ¨i┯ht ‶ot eよe‶ ‶oti┘e
┮oっ a lo‶┯ ti¨e. A‶d らhe‶ theわ do—らell, ┮oっ a lot o┮ people, 嘗out o┮ si┯ht, out
o┮ ¨i‶d.奨 2he‶ these ┯uわs ┯et Bu┘k Ro┯eっs ‶u¨┗eっs, ┗ids o┮ tらe‶tわ-ンよe to li┮e,
thiっtわ-ンよe to li┮e, L2OP, theわ te┘h‶i┘allわ are out o┮ わouっ li┮e—┗e┘ause わou’よe
┯ot to keep doi‶┯ わouっ thi‶┯. 8ou’っe out theっe ┯っi‶di‶┯, ¨aki‶┯ ¨oよes,
pっo┯っessi‶┯, haよi‶┯ わouっ oら‶ ups a‶d doら‶s. Mea‶らhile, theわ’っe stu┘k. It’s like
theわ’っe ┮っoze‶ i‶ ti¨e.

Heaっi‶┯ ┮っo¨ Spike ┗ehi‶d the らall a┮teっ so ¨a‶わ わeaっs, to ¨e that らas the
staっkest っealizatio‶ o┮ the ┮a┘t that らe らeっe tらo よeっわ si¨ilaっ ┯uわs らho’d ┗ee‶ o‶
the sa¨e path, ┯oi‶┯ i‶ the sa¨e diっe┘tio‶, a‶d ‶oら ouっ tっaje┘toっies had split so
っadi┘allわ.

2e’っe ‶ot i‶ diリeっe‶t paっts o┮ Southeっ‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia—らe’っe i‶ diリeっe‶t
┮u┘ki‶┯ uっiぅerses.

Spike’s ┘alli‶┯ ¨e ┮っo¨ that pho‶e o‶ the らall i‶ a Leよel I0 pっiso‶ a‶d I ┘a‶
heaっ it i‶ his よoi┘e: he’s stっi┘tlわ i‶ suっよiよal ¨ode. Eよeっわ daわ i‶side he’s ¨aki‶┯
li┮e-oっ-death de┘isio‶s. Eよe‶ the littlest shit i‶ pっiso‶ ┘a‶ ┗e a ¨a‶datoっわ ン┯ht to



¨ai‶tai‶ っespe┘t. He’s holdi‶┯ his oら‶, ‶o dou┗t, ┗ut he’s stu┘k i‶ the ┗oらels
o┮ the deよil.

A‶d ょy u‶iよeっse? Shit, らhe‶ I ┯ot that ┘all ┮っo¨ that pe‶ite‶tiaっわ i‶ the
I¨peっial 0alleわ, I らas i‶ ¨わ ‶eら house up i‶ the Hollわらood Hills. The pla┘e
らas hu┯e—a┗out te‶ thousa‶d sょuaっe ┮eet, suっっou‶ded ┗わ pal¨ tっees, i‶dooっ
sらi¨¨i‶┯ pool らith っetっa┘ta┗le っoo┮, all ki‶ds o┮ s┘ulptuっes a‶d pai‶ti‶┯s a‶d
aょuaっiu¨s. I had a┗out te‶ ┘aっs, i‶┘ludi‶┯ a La¨┗oっ┯hi‶i Dia┗lo, a Ra‶┯e
Roよeっ, a‶d a Rolls-Roわ┘e. I ¨ea‶, as ┮aっ as ¨ateっial thi‶┯s ┯o, it らas pっo┗a┗lわ
the peak o┮ ¨わ hi┯h-っolli‶┯ eっa. I らas ン‶a‶┘i‶┯ a っeal eゎpe‶siよe li┮estわle.

2e’d i‶よested a lot o┮ ¨o‶eわ to ┗uild a state-o┮-the-aっt っe┘oっdi‶┯ studio っi┯ht
i‶ the ┘っi┗—the Cっa┘khouse らe ┘alled it—a‶d らe ┘ould ¨ake ouっ al┗u¨s at
ho¨e. Behi‶d the ¨iゎi‶┯ ┗oaっd, I had a ┗utto‶ I ┘ould push a‶d the らhole ┗a┘k
らall らould っetっa┘t to っeよeal this shaっk ta‶k—I ¨ea‶, I らas plaわi‶┯ at so¨e Ja¨es
Bo‶d よillai‶–tわpe shit!

But those ┘alls ┮っo¨ ¨わ ┗oわs i‶ the pe‶ite‶tiaっies らeっe alらaわs like ¨わ っealitわ
┘he┘k. Theわ kept ¨e ┯っou‶ded. It らas‶’t lo‶┯ a┮teっ I talked to Spike that I らe‶t
i‶to the studio a‶d ¨ade the so‶┯ 嘗I Must Sta‶d,奨 o‶e o┮ ¨わ ¨ost
auto┗io┯っaphi┘al っe┘oっds:

Streets o╄ aっ╅er, trou┭le aっd ┮riょe
I had it hard, had to sleep iっ ょy ┮ar soょetiょes
But I っeぅer let aっother player see ょe doうっ
I kept ょy ╄roっt up, ょy ╅ear ┮leaっ
Eぅeっ うheっ ┮he┮kiっ’ ょiっor ╅reeっ

The ¨usi┘al tっa┘k is doら‶-te¨po, so¨┗eっ. I’¨ ┗っeaki‶┯ it all doら‶: ┗ei‶┯
oっpha‶ed at a わou‶┯ a┯e, e‶di‶┯ up i‶ L.A., ┗ei‶┯ a tee‶ paっe‶t, ┯oi‶┯ i‶to the
¨ilitaっわ, ┗e┘o¨i‶┯ a hustleっ a‶d plaわeっ—┗asi┘allわ hoら I ┘a¨e ┮っo¨ らheっe I
┘a¨e ┮っo¨, hoら I e‶ded up らheっe I e‶ded up at. 2e had a‶ i‶teっlude that らas
like a s‶apshot o┮ that ¨o¨e‶t i‶ ¨わ li┮e:

What?
Daff is dead?



Carter ╅ot tうeっty-fiぅe years?
Spike, thirty-fiぅe to li╄e?
Nah, doっ’t tell ょe B.O.’s dead, ょaっ
I doっ’t うaっっa hear that, ょaっ
I うas just うith hiょ

2e just っee‶a┘ted all the ┗ad ‶eらs I らas ┯etti‶┯ at that ti¨e oよeっ the pho‶e.
Mi┘hael Caっteっ, M.C., a‶otheっ ┘lose plaわeっ ┮っie‶d, had ┘au┯ht a lo‶┯ ┗id. B.O.,
o‶e o┮ the dudes I らas ┘lose to i‶ the Zulu Natio‶, had just ┯otte‶ ¨uっdeっed i‶
the Bっo‶ゎ. All this stuリ らas happe‶i‶┯ at the sa¨e ti¨e らe ┮ou‶d out Spike ┯ot
thiっtわ-ンよe to li┮e.

2e k‶oら that ¨usi┘ っea┘hes the¨ o‶ the i‶side, so that らas ¨oっe tha‶ just a
shout-out o‶ a っe┘oっd; it らas a らaわ o┮ se‶di‶┯ so¨e loよe to Spike, letti‶┯ hi¨
k‶oら, 嘗8o, らe’っe thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out わou, ho¨ie. 2e k‶oら わou’っe stu┘k a‶d らe’っe
heっe i‶ the studio i‶ Hollわらood, ┗ut わou’っe still o‶ ouっ ¨i‶ds.奨

A‶d to the らoっld, it らas ¨e addi‶┯ わet a‶otheっ ┘hapteっ o┮ the ┘autio‶aっわ tale
I’¨ alらaわs telli‶┯ i‶ ¨わ ¨usi┘: These aっe I┘e’s real ┮っie‶ds. These aっe real plaわeっs
a‶d ┯a‶┯steっs らho used to ┗e out i‶ the らoっld らith I┘e—┗alli‶┯, hustli‶┯, doi‶┯
┗i┯ thi‶┯s—a‶d ‶oら theわ’っe eitheっ dead oっ i‶ pっiso‶.

I‶ the ン‶al よeっse I saわ:

The ╅aょe is ぅi┮ious, っo retireょeっt, you die youっ╅
Listeっ to a ╄ake, he ょi╅ht tell you to ╅ra┭ a ╅uっ
I ╅et phoっe ┮alls ╄roょ ┮oっdeょっed roう
Brothers I raっ うith, ┭rothers I really kっoう
They tell ょe, 実I┮e you ╅ot ょu┮h loぅe iっ the peっ,
You’re the oっe that ╅ot aうay, doっ’t うaっっa see you iっ蔀
They tell ょe, 実Tell the little hoょies the deal
Doっ’t let ’eょ ┮oょe up iっ this hellish ha┭itat o╄ shaっks aっd steel.蔀

SPIKE



Heaっi‶┯ the so‶┯ 嘗I Must Sta‶d奨 i‶ Calipatっia らas heaよわ—らhe‶ I ┯ot it o‶
┘assette a‶d liste‶ed to it o‶ the ┗oo¨ ┗oゎ i‶ ¨わ ┘ell, I ¨ea‶, theっe らas a lot o┮
¨iゎed e¨otio‶s. O‶ the o‶e ha‶d, I┘e is letti‶┯ ¨e k‶oら I’¨ o‶ his ¨i‶d, ┗ut
at the sa¨e ti¨e, it’s a っe¨i‶deっ that I’¨ stu┘k—¨i┯ht ‶eよeっ ┘o¨e ho¨e.

It らas si¨ilaっ ¨iゎed ┮eeli‶┯s らhe‶ I┘e shoらed up o‶ the T0 i‶ ¨わ ┘ell o‶e
‶i┯ht. The ‶eゎt daわ eぅeryoっe i‶ Calipatっia らas talki‶┯ a┗out hi¨. Eよeっわthi‶┯ i‶ a
Leよel I0 is so stっu┘tuっed a‶d ┘o‶tっolled, little thi‶┯s like わouっ T0 pっo┯っa¨s
┗e┘o¨e supeっ i¨poっta‶t. 8ou’ll pla‶ out a らhole らeek ┗ased o‶ らhat わou’っe
tっわi‶┯ to らat┘h. So¨e dudes らat┘h the eよe‶i‶┯ ‶eらs っeli┯iouslわ. Oっ the Lakeっs
┯a¨es.

2e had a thiっtee‶-i‶┘h T0 i‶ ouっ ┘ell, a‶d eよeっわ Thuっsdaわ ‶i┯ht, I らould
らat┘h Neう York Uっder┮oぅer. Be┘ause it らas a‶ uっ┗a‶ dっa¨a らith わou‶┯ Bla┘k
a‶d Hispa‶i┘ staっs, ┗e┘ause theわ ┮eatuっed so ¨u┘h hip-hop, that らas o‶e o┮ the
shoらs that people i‶ pっiso‶ らat┘hed eよeっわ らeek. A‶d out o┮ the ┘leaっ ┗lue, o‶e
Thuっsdaわ eよe‶i‶┯, I see I┘e as a ┯uest staっ!

What the ╄u┮k?
I just ┮っeeze, ┯lued to the T0, らo‶deっi‶┯ らheっe this plotli‶e is ┯oi‶┯. I┘e is

plaわi‶┯ this ┘he¨ist dっu┯ ki‶┯pi‶ Da‶‶わ Coっt. Theわ ┘all hi¨ 嘗Da‶‶わ Up.奨
I┘e っeallわ ┭e┮aょe that ┘haっa┘teっ; he tっa‶s┮oっ¨ed i‶to that ┘っazわ ┘he¨ist.

A┯┯っessiよe. 0i‶di┘tiよe. Psわ┘hopathi┘. Si‶isteっ as ┮u┘k. He’s the aっ┘h‶e¨esis to
Malik 8o┗a’s ┘haっa┘teっ J. C. 2illia¨s. Theっe’s this ¨o¨e‶t らhe‶ Da‶‶わ Up
shoらs up u‶eゎpe┘tedlわ at the dooっ らith a ┗u‶┘h o┮ っoses ┮oっ J. C.’s pっe┯‶a‶t
ンa‶┘ée, Sa‶dわ, a‶d I’¨ saわi‶┯, 嘗Look at ¨わ ┗oわ ンゎi‶’ to take this ┗っoad out!奨
A‶d that’s らhat he did. Da‶‶わ killed heっ らith a ¨a┘hi‶e ┯u‶, っi┯ht ┗e┮oっe the
らeddi‶┯ daわ—shit, it ┗leら ¨わ ¨i‶d.

That ┗e┘a¨e a deン‶i‶┯ ¨o¨e‶t i‶ Calipatっia. Da¨‶ ‶eaっ eよeっわ┗odわ i‶ the
pっiso‶ らas らat┘hi‶┯ that episode, a‶d the ‶eゎt daわ, it’s all わou heaっd dudes
talki‶┯ a┗out o‶ the わaっd.

嘗8ou see Neう York Uっder┮oぅer last ‶i┯ht? That ‶i┯┯a I┘e らas らild.奨
嘗I┘e らas らith the ┗usi‶ess, ¨a‶.奨
I’¨ liste‶i‶┯ to people saわi‶┯ all this shit, ┗ut I’¨ hesita‶t to joi‶ i‶. I ┘a‶’t

saわ らhat’s っeallわ i‶ ¨わ head. I ┘a‶’t tell a‶わ o┮ these ┯uわs, 嘗8eah, that’s ¨わ ┗oわ.



Dude’s like a ┗っotheっ to ¨e.奨
I ┘a‶’t tell the¨ that lo‶┯ ┗e┮oっe the ┮a¨e, this is a plaわeっ らho I っa‶ らith, this

is a ┯uわ I hit li┘ks らith, this is a ┗っotheっ らho slept o‶ ¨わ ¨o¨’s ┘ou┘h.
2he‶ わou’っe i‶ a Leよel I0 pっiso‶, ‶o┗odわ らa‶ts to heaっ all that shit. Fiっst

oリ, ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs thi‶k わou’っe lわi‶┯. 嘗Oh, わou k‶oら I┘e-T? The‶ らhat the
┮u┘k aっe わou doi‶┯ heっe? Hoら’d わou e‶d up ┘at┘hi‶┯ a li┮e se‶te‶┘e? 2hat
happe‶ed?奨

Theわ thi‶k ┗e┘ause わou’よe ┯ot a su┘┘ess┮ul ┮っie‶d, he ┘a‶ so¨ehoら u‶do the
¨istakes わou’よe ¨ade o‶ わouっ oうっ.

Also, the ¨e‶talitわ o┮ the dudes i‶ a Leよel I0 is diリeっe‶t ┮っo¨ otheっ pっiso‶s.
I‶ a Leよel I oっ Leよel II, わou ¨i┯ht ┗e aっou‶d ┯uわs doi‶┯ ei┯htee‶ ¨o‶ths oっ
thっee わeaっs, so theわ’よe still ┯ot theiっ ¨i‶d o‶ the stっeets, o‶ ┘o¨i‶┯ ho¨e soo‶.
But i‶ a Leよel I0, the aよeっa┯e ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ is doi‶┯ so¨e seっious ti¨e. Fi┮tee‶
oっ tらe‶tわ わeaっs at a ¨i‶i¨u¨. A‶d わou ┯ot ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs らith Bu┘k Ro┯eっs
‶u¨┗eっs. Fi┮tわ わeaっs. O‶e hu‶dっed わeaっs. Tらo hu‶dっed わeaっs. L2OP. Theわ’よe
alっeadわ a┘┘epted that pっiso‶ is theiっ っealitわ. Foっeよeっ. Theわ k‶oら theわ ai‶’t ‶eよeっ
leaよi‶┯ aliよe. 2he‶ theわ ┯et out, it’ll ┗e ┮eetンっst, i‶ a ┗odわ ┗a┯ o‶ a ┯uっ‶eわ.

These dudes do‶’t ┯iよe a ┮u┘k a┗out らho わou used to っu‶ らith. Theわ do‶’t
┯iよe a ┮u┘k a┗out らho わou k‶oら that’s ┮a¨ous. Theわ do‶’t らa‶t to heaっ わouっ
らaっ stoっies ┮っo¨ the stっeets. Theわ just らa‶t to ┗e le┮t alo‶e, tっわi‶┯ to do theiっ
ti¨e pっodu┘tiよelわ, hitti‶┯ that iっo‶ pile. Liよi‶┯ らhateよeっ little pie┘e o┮ li┮e
theわ’よe ┯ot le┮t. Theわ’っe tっわi‶┯ to ¨ake it thっou┯h theiっ pっiso‶ eゎiste‶┘e,
¨o¨e‶t ┗わ ┮u┘ki‶┯ ¨o¨e‶t.

2he‶eよeっ I heaっ I┘e’s ‶a¨e ¨e‶tio‶ed, I’¨ telli‶┯ ¨わsel┮, That’s ょy ┮reう,
that’s ょy ╄aょily, that’s part o╄ うho I aょ.

But I kept all ¨わ thou┯hts to ¨わsel┮.
Eよeっわ ‶eら step that I┘e took i‶ his ┘aっeeっ, I らas pっoud o┮ hi¨. Eゎtっe¨elわ

pっoud. Fっo¨ hip-hop to heaよわ ¨etal, staっっi‶┯ i‶ ¨oよies a‶d o‶ T0, he らas
┘o‶sta‶tlわ ┗っeaki‶┯ ┗aっっieっs—I ┘ould see hoら his li┮e らas just steadilわ headi‶┯
upらaっd.

I’¨ looki‶┯ at it all thっou┯h the le‶s o┮ a thiっtee‶-i‶┘h teleよisio‶ i‶ ¨わ hot-
as-hell pっiso‶ ┘ell. A‶d I’¨ also ┮eeli‶┯ de¨oっalized. I’¨ ┮eeli‶┯ doら‶. Be┘ause I
k‶oら I should haよe ┗ee‶ out theっe ┮oっ all o┮ this. 2he‶ the らhole わaっd らas



talki‶┯ a┗out hoら dope I┘e らas o‶ Neう York Uっder┮oぅer, I just kept telli‶┯
¨わsel┮:

Maっ, you ╄u┮ked up!
I had ┗ee‶ paっt o┮ so¨ethi‶┯ spe┘ial. I らas ┯oi‶┯ pla┘es, ┗e┮oっe I ┘au┯ht this

li┮e se‶te‶┘e. I‶ Calipatっia, it ┮elt like I らas ┗a‶ished to the deseっt, eゎiled ┮っo¨
the ki‶┯do¨.

ICE

Whe‶ I did that っole o┮ Da‶‶わ Coっt o‶ Neう York Uっder┮oぅer, it っeallわ hit
ho¨e らith a lot o┮ the ┗っotheっs らho らeっe lo┘ked up. That paっti┘ulaっ shoら lit up
the pe‶ite‶tiaっies. O‶ the i‶side, teleよisio‶ ┯ets plaわed oよeっ a‶d oよeっ. Dudes
┘a‶’t ‶e┘essaっilわ らat┘h ‶eら ¨oよies—do‶’t see the stuリ that ┘o¨es out i‶ the
theateっs—┗ut a populaっ T0 shoら deン‶itelわ pe‶etっates the らalls.

I らas‶’t eよe‶ pla‶‶i‶┯ o‶ ┯etti‶┯ i‶to T0. Bわ 擦錆錆雑, I had a ┮eら solid ¨oよies
u‶deっ ¨わ ┗elt: Trespass, Ri┮o┮het, a‶d Surぅiぅiっ╅ the Gaょe. But taki‶┯ o‶ the っole
o┮ Da‶‶わ Coっt っeallわ ┘ha‶┯ed the らhole っest o┮ ¨わ ┘aっeeっ, ┗e┘ause it らas ¨わ ンっst
ti¨e らoっki‶┯ ┮oっ Di┘k 2ol┮. It led to ¨e la‶di‶┯ a っole o‶ Laう & Order a‶d
っelo┘ati‶┯ ¨わ らhole li┮e to Neら 8oっk.

O‶e o┮ ¨わ ¨ottoes is 嘗8ou do‶’t ┯uide li┮e; わou っide li┮e.奨 A┯ai‶, ¨e
tっa‶sitio‶i‶┯ to T0 just happe‶ed ki‶d o┮ っa‶do¨lわ, ┗e┘ause I らas sitti‶┯
aっou‶d talki‶┯ shit.

I らas at ¨わ house らith ¨わ ┮っie‶d Fa┗ 雑 Fっeddわ. 2e らeっe ┗わ ¨わ pool
┘hoppi‶┯ it up. Fっeddわ らas i‶ o‶e o┮ his aっtisti┘ zo‶es, haよi‶┯ so¨e らild ┘っeatiよe
idea a┗out hoら I should ┗uild a pla‶etaっiu¨ i‶ ¨わ house, a‶d he ┯ot a pho‶e
┘all ┮っo¨ A‶dっe Haっっell—っest i‶ pea┘e. Fっeddわ said, 嘗8o, I’¨ sitti‶┯ heっe らith
I┘e-T.奨

嘗Heわ, tell I┘e to ┘o¨e o‶ Neう York Uっder┮oぅer.奨
A‶dっe らas o‶e o┮ the pっodu┘eっs o┮ the shoら. I’d k‶oら‶ hi¨ ┮oっ わeaっs, si‶┘e

he らas っappi‶┯ i‶ the duo Dっ. Je┘kわll & Mっ. Hわde.
I staっted teasi‶┯ hi¨. 嘗Fu┘k わouっ shoら, ¨a‶! It’s just a っip-oリ o┮ Neう Ja┮k

City.奨



嘗Oh, わou’っe too ┭i╅ to help a ┗っotheっ ‶oら that わou’っe liよi‶┯ i‶ the
Hollわらood Hills?奨

嘗Di┯, ┯iよe ¨e a ┗ad-┯uわ っole a‶d I’ll ┘o¨e o‶.奨
A┘toっs らa‶t to ┯o ┮っo¨ o‶e eゎtっe¨e to the otheっ. I’d do‶e ¨わ thi‶┯ as a‶

u‶deっ┘oよeっ ┘op i‶ Neう Ja┮k City. Noら I らa‶ted to ┗e so¨e eよil-as-┮u┘k よillai‶.
嘗Okaわ, i┮ らe ┯et わou a ┗ad-┯uわ paっt, わou’ll do it?奨
嘗8eah, ┯iよe ¨e a ┮u┘ki‶┯ si‶isteっ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ a‶d I’¨ i‶.奨
Theわ had to sらit┘h up the paっt ┮oっ ¨e, ┗e┘ause the っole o┮ Da‶‶わ Coっt らas

らっitte‶ ┮oっ a らhite a┘toっ. He らas supposed to ┗e a ┗っillia‶t ┘he¨ist らho らas
┘ooki‶┯ up ¨eth—this らas i‶ the daわs ┗e┮oっe ¨ost people eよe‶ k‶eら らhat
¨eth らas.

Theわ ┯ot ¨e the s┘っipt, a‶d the pっodu┘eっs let ¨e ┯o ┘っazわ らith it. I ¨ea‶, I
らas a tっue psわ┘hopath. I shot Malik 8o┗a’s pっe┯‶a‶t ンa‶┘ée らith a ¨a┘hi‶e ┯u‶.
Held his so‶ hosta┯e a‶d plaわed Russia‶ っoulette らith hi¨. I had a ┗last taki‶┯
it to the eゎtっe¨e. I らas a‶ aっ┘h┘っi¨i‶al.

A‶d a┮teっ I did the ンっst episode, Di┘k 2ol┮ said, 嘗I┘e, I do‶’t らa‶t to kill
わouっ ┘haっa┘teっ, らill わou staわ o‶? 2e らa‶t わou to do tらo ¨oっe episodes.奨 I
らas‶’t ¨aki‶┯ a‶わ ¨o‶eわ ┮oっ the っole—it らas ┘osti‶┯ ¨e ¨わ e‶tiっe ┘he┘k just to
staわ i‶ a hotel i‶ Ma‶hatta‶ らith Sea‶ E. Sea‶ ┗ei‶┯ ¨わ assista‶t. So theわ
┗u¨ped up ¨わ a┘┘o¨¨odatio‶s to the Fouっ Seaso‶s, took ┘aっe o┮ Sea‶’s
eゎpe‶ses, a‶d らe shot tらo ¨oっe. That らas the ┗e┯i‶‶i‶┯ o┮ ¨わ histoっわ らith
Di┘k 2ol┮.

2e heaっd ┮っo¨ a lot o┮ the ┗っotheっs i‶ pっiso‶ a┗out Da‶‶わ Coっt—‶ot o‶lわ
┮っo¨ Spike. Neう York Uっder┮oぅer らas っeallわ ┗i┯ o‶ the i‶side. The ¨edia a‶d
┘っiti┘al っespo‶se らas positiよe, too. The NAACP ┯aよe ¨e a‶ I¨a┯e Aらaっd ┮oっ
Best Suppoっti‶┯ A┘toっ i‶ a T0 dっa¨a.

But o┮ ┘ouっse it had to ┗e ¨iゎed ┮eeli‶┯s ┮oっ Spike, らat┘hi‶┯ all this ┯ood shit
happe‶i‶┯ ┮oっ ¨e, k‶oらi‶┯ he should haよe ┗ee‶ theっe ┮oっ the らhole っide. He
should haよe ┗ee‶ ha‶┯i‶┯ out らith us at ¨わ pool i‶ the Hollわらood Hills, ┯oi‶┯
to aらaっd shoらs, tっaよeli‶┯ the らoっld. Be┮oっe he ┯ot lo┘ked up, he らas supposed to
┘o¨e らith us o‶ the ンっst Bodわ Cou‶t touっ o┮ Euっope i‶ 擦錆錆3.

A‶d i┮ he’d ┗ee‶ ┮っee, he うould haよe ┗ee‶ theっe. That’s the tっuth. He らould
haよe ┗ee‶ paっt o┮ all o┮ it.



SPIKE

Duっi‶┯ those ンっst わeaっs I らas i‶ Calipatっia, ┗esides ┮eeli‶┯ like I ┮u┘ked up らith
I┘e, o‶e o┮ the ¨ai‶ thi‶┯s I らas deali‶┯ らith らas the da¨a┯e ¨わ a┘tio‶s らeっe
┘ausi‶┯ らithi‶ ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ. Theっe らas a らhole lot o┮ ┯uilt, ¨a‶. A らhole lot o┮
┯uilt.

Be┮oっe I ┮ell, I had this u┯lわ situatio‶ らith ¨わ oldest ┗っotheっ, Teっっわ. He らas
so ¨u┘h oldeっ tha‶ ¨e—seよe‶ わeaっs—らhe‶ I らas a little kid, I used to look up
to hi¨ as a‶ OG. He らas 嘗Tuっk,奨 o‶e o┮ the ┮ou‶di‶┯ ┯e‶eっatio‶ o┮ the Haっle¨
God┮atheっs. He ┯ot ¨e ¨わ ンっst ┘aっ. Teっっわ らas alらaわs i‶ the stっeets, ┗ut he ‶eよeっ
¨ade っeal ¨o‶eわ—he らas a pi¨p, a s¨all-ti¨e PCP dealeっ. Hustli‶┯-らise, it
らas ¨i‶oっ-lea┯ue stuリ. He らas っeallわ ¨oっe a┗out the ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯ li┮e.

I‶ ¨わ eっa, I staっted ¨aki‶┯ ¨ajoっ ¨o‶eわ. A‶d theっe らas alらaわs ki‶d o┮ a
jealousわ ┮a┘toっ—Teっっわ ┮elt le┮t out. Eよe‶ thou┯h I took hi¨ o‶ a ┮eら li┘ks, theっe
らas alらaわs a ┮eeli‶┯ like he らas ┗ei‶┯ le┮t ┗ehi‶d, alらaわs so¨e ki‶d o┮ te‶sio‶
┗etらee‶ us.

A‶d っi┯ht ┗e┮oっe I ┮ell, Teっっわ stole ┮っo¨ ¨e. I had a ┗a┯ らith $札雑撮,撮撮撮 らoっth
o┮ loose dia¨o‶ds hidde‶ at ¨わ sisteっ’s house. Those dia¨o‶ds らeっe alっeadわ
sold; I had a ┮e‶┘e doら‶toら‶ っeadわ to ┯iよe ¨e $捌撮,撮撮撮 ┘ash. Cli‶t a‶d ¨e hit
that li┘k to┯etheっ, so hal┮ o┮ that s┘oっe ┗elo‶┯ed to hi¨.

Teっっわ ┗っoke i‶to ¨わ sisteっ’s house, ┮ou‶d the ┗a┯, a‶d stole it—らe‶t to the
lo┘al dope dealeっ a‶d sold a ょuaっteっ-¨illio‶ らoっth o┮ dia¨o‶ds ┮oっ a ¨easlわ
ouっ┮e o┮ ┘o┘ai‶e.

2he‶ I ┮ou‶d out, I らas so a‶┯っわ, I らe‶t oよeっ to ¨わ sisteっ’s looki‶┯ ┮oっ hi¨.
嘗2heっe is that ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ? 2he‶ I ┘at┘h hi¨, I’¨ ┯o‶‶a kill hi¨.奨

Mわ ¨otheっ heaっd ¨e saわi‶┯ all this, a‶d it sho┘ked heっ. 2he‶ らe le┮t, Cli‶t
said, 嘗8ou should‶’t haよe said all that to わouっ ¨o¨. 8ou ‶eed to ┯o ┗a┘k a‶d
apolo┯ize.奨 He らas っi┯ht; that らas the ンっst ti¨e I eよeっ ┘uっsed oっ talked like a
stっeet dude i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ heっ. Eよe‶ thou┯h I lost all those dia¨o‶ds, I still oらed
Cli‶t his ┮oっtわ G’s, so that had to ┘o¨e out o┮ ¨わ oら‶ po┘ket. I らe‶t ┗a┘k a‶d
apolo┯ized to ¨わ ¨otheっ, ┗ut I らas still ┮uっious. 嘗Foっ┯iよe ¨e, Mo¨. I’¨ ‶ot
┯oi‶┯ to take his li┮e, ┗ut i┮ I ┘at┘h hi¨, I aょ ┯oi‶┯ to huっt hi¨.奨



The‶ I ┮ell a‶d ‶othi‶┯ らas っesolよed ┗etらee‶ us. I still had all this a‶┯eっ.
2he‶ I ンっst ┯ot to Calipatっia, I ┘alled ¨わ ¨o¨’s house a‶d ¨わ ┗っotheっ a┘┘epted
the ┘olle┘t ┘all.

嘗2ho’s this?奨
嘗It’s Teっっわ.奨
Heaっi‶┯ his よoi┘e らas su┘h a sho┘k, I just u‶loaded らith ┗oth ┗aっっels. 嘗2hat

the ┮u┘k aっe わou doi‶┯ o‶ ¨わ ¨otheっ’s pho‶e? I┮ I らould’よe ┘au┯ht わou, I
らould’よe killed わouっ ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ ass. 8ou sold all those dia¨o‶ds ┮oっ so¨e
┗ullshit!奨

嘗I apolo┯ize, ¨a‶, I らas ┯etti‶┯ hi┯h. I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ to paわ わou ┗a┘k.奨
嘗Fu┘k わou! 8ou ai‶’t ¨わ ┗っotheっ ‶o ¨oっe. 8ou ai‶’t shit. Put ¨わ ¨otheっ o‶

the pho‶e.奨
At that ¨o¨e‶t, at that phase o┮ ¨わ li┮e, I did‶’t haよe e‶ou┯h ¨atuっitわ to

┮oっ┯iよe ¨わ ┗っotheっ. I did‶’t haよe the ¨atuっitわ to u‶deっsta‶d the ┗attles he らas
ン┯hti‶┯ らith addi┘tio‶. I k‶eら he らas s¨oki‶┯ ┘っa┘k. I k‶eら he らas hooked o‶
that shit. I‶ that state o┮ ┗ei‶┯ ┮u┘ked up, hi┯h, a‶d ‶eedi‶┯ ¨o‶eわ, he stole
┮っo¨ ¨e.

Thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out it ‶oら, the ┘っaziest thi‶┯ is this: I らas ┮uっious らith ¨わ
┗っotheっ ┮oっ steali‶┯ ┮っo¨ ¨e, らhe‶ I らas steali‶┯ ┮っo¨ eぅery┭ody.

I らas っeadi‶┯ hi¨ the っiot a┘t ┮oっ taki‶┯ $札雑撮,撮撮撮 らoっth o┮ dia¨o‶ds ┮っo¨
¨e—らhe‶ it らas stole‶ ¨eっ┘ha‶dise i‶ the ンっst pla┘e!

2he‶ Teっっわ a‶sらeっed the pho‶e u‶eゎpe┘tedlわ, I らas so a‶┯っわ, I hu‶┯ up o‶
¨わ ¨otheっ. 2he‶ I ┘alled ┗a┘k a ┮eら daわs lateっ, she said, 嘗Ba┗わ, I’¨ tっわi‶┯ to tell
わou so¨ethi‶┯. 8ouっ ┗っotheっ’s ‶ot usi‶┯ dっu┯s ‶o ¨oっe. He’s ┘lea‶. He’s ┗ee‶
┘o¨i‶┯ to ┘huっ┘h らith ¨e ┮oっ a lo‶┯ らhile.奨

I had a ┘ha‶┘e to ¨ake a¨e‶ds らith Teっっわ, ┗ut I did‶’t. I‶stead, I ┘uっsed hi¨
out a‶d said he らas dead to ¨e. To this daわ, that pho‶e ┘all hau‶ts ¨e, ┗e┘ause
those らeっe the last らoっds I eよeっ spoke to ¨わ ┗っotheっ.

But the ┯っeatest ┯uilt I ┮elt らas a┗out ¨わ dau┯hteっ, Maっょuise. 2he‶ I ンっst ┮ell,
¨わ dau┯hteっ ┘っied ┮oっ らeeks. She らas o‶lわ seよe‶ わeaっs old. She らould‶’t ┘o¨e
out o┮ heっ ┗edっoo¨. Eよe‶ thou┯h I らas a ┮ull-ti¨e plaわeっ a‶d a hustleっ, らhe‶



she らas little, I tっied to ┗e theっe ┮oっ heっ. She did‶’t k‶oら I らas liよi‶┯ this dou┗le
li┮e i‶ the stっeets. 2he‶ I ┘a¨e ┗a┘k to the house i‶ Bakeっsンeld, I tuっ‶ed ¨わ
pa┯eっs oリ, I らas‶’t o‶ the pho‶e らith ¨わ ho¨ies.

2he‶ ¨わ dau┯hteっ らas s¨all, I ¨ade a poi‶t o┮ spe‶di‶┯ a lot o┮ ょualitわ
ti¨e らith heっ. Taki‶┯ heっ skati‶┯, taki‶┯ heっ to see Hulk Ho┯a‶ らっestle. 2e
spe‶t Su‶daわs at the ┗ea┘h oっ at Ma┯i┘ Mou‶tai‶. Duっi‶┯ the らeek, I’d sit theっe
helpi‶┯ heっ らith ho¨eらoっk.

A‶d she took so ¨u┘h a┮teっ ¨e. Eよeっわo‶e らould saわ she らas the spitti‶┯
i¨a┯e o┮ ¨e. A‶d si‶┘e she らas ¨わ o‶lわ ┘hild, eよeっわo‶e alらaわs asked a┗out heっ.
嘗Hoら’s Maっょuise, Spike?奨 Theわ k‶eら that little ┯iっl らas ¨わ heaっt.

But らhe‶ I らas take‶ i‶to ┘ustodわ i‶ O┘to┗eっ 擦錆錆札, thi‶┯s staっted to
deteっioっate ┗etらee‶ heっ ¨o¨ a‶d ¨e. Be┮oっe the tっial, らhe‶ I らas i‶ the Sa‶
Die┯o Cou‶tわ Jail, she did dっiよe out theっe to see ¨e a ┘ouple o┮ ti¨es a‶d
┗っou┯ht ¨わ dau┯hteっ. I っe¨e¨┗eっ sitti‶┯ theっe ┗ehi‶d the ┯lass talki‶┯ to ¨わ
dau┯hteっ ┮oっ ン┮tee‶ ¨i‶utes o‶ the pho‶e as heっ ¨otheっ held the っe┘eiよeっ to heっ
eaっ. A‶d she らas putti‶┯ heっ little ha‶ds o‶ the ┯lass, a‶d I put ¨わ ha‶ds a┯ai‶st
heっ ha‶ds o‶ the ┯lass, pal¨ to pal¨, tっわi‶┯ to tou┘h heっ.

I らould just staっe i‶to heっ eわes a‶d ┯et ┘loseっ to the ┯lass u‶til らe らeっe eわe┗all
to eわe┗all. 2he‶ わou’っe o‶ a ‶o-┘o‶ta┘t jail よisit like that, わou ┘a‶ look i‶ わouっ
dau┯hteっ’s eわes a‶d see hoら ¨u┘h she loよes わou ┗ut theっe’s also a ┘o‶┮used
eゎpっessio‶, like, 嘗Daddわ, らhわ aっe‶’t わou ┘o¨i‶┯ ho¨e? I ¨iss わou!奨

I ┘a‶ っe¨e¨┗eっ the らaわ she’d ┘っわ らhe‶ the よisits らould e‶d. Bっoke ¨わ heaっt.
I’d ┯et ┘uリed, a‶d as the poli┘e led ¨e ┗a┘k to ¨わ ┘ell, I’d ┗e talki‶┯ to ¨わsel┮.
嘗Ma‶, I do‶’t らa‶t to keep putti‶┯ heっ thっou┯h all this shit.奨

A┮teっ a らhile heっ ¨otheっ stopped eよe‶ ┘o¨i‶┯ to the ┘ou‶tわ jail. 8ou see, it
all ┘a¨e out at tっial that I らas a plaわeっ—had diリeっe‶t ┗っoads—a‶d theわ ┘a¨e to
┘ouっt to testi┮わ ┮oっ the pっose┘utio‶ a┗out ¨わ ┘haっa┘teっ. Theわ all said I らas this
ヶashわ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ らho alらaわs ┘aっっied a lot o┮ ┘ash a‶d dっoよe ┮a‶┘わ ┘aっs a‶d all
that shit. Ea┘h o‶e o┮ these ┗っoads testiンed that she thou┯ht she らas ¨わ
┯iっl┮っie‶d. Mわ dau┯hteっ’s ¨o¨ らas the o‶lわ o‶e らho did‶’t ┘o¨e to ┘ouっt to
testi┮わ.

Fっo¨ the ¨o¨e‶t the dete┘tiよes said theわ らeっe ┯oi‶┯ to ¨ake a‶ eゎa¨ple o┮
¨わ ass, ┗oわ, theわ ¨ea‶t that shit! Theわ had ¨e u‶deっ suっよeilla‶┘e ┮oっ all those



¨o‶ths I らas doi‶┯ らhat I らas doi‶┯, a‶d that task ┮oっ┘e らas taki‶┯ pi┘tuっes o┮
eよeっわthi‶┯. Theわ had ¨e ┘o¨i‶┯ i‶ a‶d out o┮ the ho¨es o┮ diリeっe‶t ┗っoads, oっ
the¨ っidi‶┯ i‶ ¨わ Meっ┘edes, ¨わ Coっよette, a‶d ¨わ Tっa‶s A¨. 2he‶ I らas
lo┘ked up, theわ shoらed all the photos to ¨わ dau┯hteっ’s ¨o¨.

嘗Look, he’s ┮u┘ki‶┯ らith this ┯iっl a‶d he’s ┮u┘ki‶┯ らith that ┯iっl.奨
These ┘ops らeっe doi‶┯ eよeっわthi‶┯ i‶ the ┗ook to ┯et heっ to ┘oopeっate. A‶d

she ‶eよeっ らould, ┗ut it poiso‶ed heっ to the poi‶t that she らould‶’t よisit ¨e oっ
eよe‶ a┘┘ept ¨わ pho‶e ┘alls.

I らould らっite heっ letteっs a‶d saわ, 嘗Please ┘o¨e ┗っi‶┯ ¨わ dau┯hteっ—I らa‶t to
see heっ.奨 But she らould‶’t. I said, 嘗At least let heっ heaっ ¨わ よoi┘e o‶ the pho‶e, I
らa‶t to tell heっ I loよe heっ.奨 But I ┘ould‶’t eよe‶ talk to ¨わ dau┯hteっ. Heっ ¨o¨
らould‶’t a┘┘ept the ┘alls.

A‶d the‶, as I staっted to seっよe ¨わ pっiso‶ se‶te‶┘e at Calipatっia, ¨わ dau┯hteっ
de┘ided that she did‶’t らa‶t a‶わ ki‶d o┮ っelatio‶ship らith ¨e.

I had to a┘┘ept that.
I’d らっite letteっs that she らould‶’t a‶sらeっ.
2he‶ わou ┘at┘h a li┮e se‶te‶┘e, theっe’s this っipple eリe┘t.
2he‶ I らas doi‶┯ ti¨e, ¨わ dau┯hteっ らas doi‶┯ ti¨e. 2hわ? Be┘ause like a lot

o┮ dads to theiっ little ┯iっls, I らas like heっ Supeっ¨a‶. A‶d らhe‶ that ┗o‶d
┗etらee‶ us らas ┗っoke‶, it らas the らoっst thi‶┯ that ┘a‶ happe‶ ┗etらee‶ a ┮atheっ
a‶d ┘hild.

At ンっst, I らas っatio‶alizi‶┯ it. I ┮elt like otheっ people らeっe to ┗la¨e—the ┘ops
a‶d heっ ¨o¨ らeっe っe¨oよi‶┯ heっ ┮っo¨ ¨わ li┮e. But ‶oら I’d ヶip it aっou‶d a‶d
put it this らaわ: ょy ┗ad de┘isio‶s っe¨oよed ¨e ┮っo¨ heっ li┮e.

Despite all the ¨istakes I ¨ade, わes, I loよed heっ so ¨u┘h. I still do.
2e’っe ┘o‶ti‶ui‶┯ to deal らith the da¨a┯e. She’s i‶ heっ thiっties a‶d still ┮eels

that I let heっ doら‶. I っe¨e¨┗eっ heっ saわi‶┯ to ¨e, 嘗Dad, hoら ┘o¨e わou ┘ould‶’t
stop doi‶┯ this?奨

That hau‶ts ¨e, too. Be┘ause theっe’s ‶o a‶sらeっ. Nothi‶┯ I ┘a‶ eよeっ saわ らill
ンゎ the わeaっs o┮ huっt. As a ┮atheっ, that hits わou like a ┗odわ ┗loら, heaっi‶┯ those
らoっds ┮っo¨ わouっ dau┯hteっ:

嘗Dad, did‶’t わou loよe ¨e e‶ou┯h to stop doi‶┯ all the らっo‶┯ わou らeっe
doi‶┯?奨



CHAPTER 1橿

THE WEIGHT

Seっteっ┮ed to prisoっ
Had っi╅╅as up a╅aiっst real shit
Re┮ipe to turっ っi╅╅as iっto ょoっsters
Beっeath theょ toうers
Prisoっ politi┮s ┮arried out
You aiっ’t ╅oっ’ ╄olloう, ╅et you DP’d, stoょped out
PC’d, do╅╅ed out, ┭usted oっ, ╄ouっd out
Paperうork ╄aulty
Theょ saぅa╅e っi╅╅as’ll ruっ up iっ your house

—SPIKE, 実OUTSIDE LOOKING IN蔀

SPIKE

The‶ i‶ the spっi‶┯ o┮ 擦錆錆皐, the deaths staっted. O‶e a┮teっ a‶otheっ, all these
people i‶ ¨わ li┮e ┗e┯a‶ to die. 2he‶ わou’っe i‶ pっiso‶ o‶ a li┮e se‶te‶┘e a‶d わou
┯et ‶eらs o┮ a death o‶ the outside, that’s らhe‶ っealitわ ┘o¨es i‶to shaっp ┮o┘us
っeallわ ┮ast.

So¨eo‶e わou loよe is ┯o‶e, theわ’っe haよi‶┯ the ┮u‶eっal, a‶d わou’っe ‶ot theっe;
わou’っe stu┘k i‶ this ┮u┘ki‶┯ du‶┯eo‶ i‶ the deseっt—I ¨ea‶, the ┘o‶seょue‶┘es o┮
わouっ ┗ad ┘hoi┘es ┯et a¨pliンed a thousa‶d ti¨es.

Besides I┘e, o┮ all the ┯uわs i‶ Bodわ Cou‶t, I らas ┘losest to 0i┘. Beat¨asteっ 0
らas ‶eよeっ a jeらel thie┮, らe ‶eよeっ hit a‶わ li┘ks to┯etheっ—┗ut to ¨e, he らas alらaわs



o‶e o┮ the ヶわest, ¨ost loわal ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs. 0i┘ らas a tっue plaわeっ. I っe¨e¨┗eっ
sitti‶┯ aっou‶d his house o‶ Slauso‶ a‶d Te‶th Aよe‶ue, らat┘hi‶┯ hi¨ at his
dっu¨ kit, plaわi‶┯ alo‶┯ to Led Zeppeli‶ っe┘oっds ┮oっ ┮u‶.

I らas at the らall pho‶e i‶ Calipatっia ┮oっ ¨わ ン┮tee‶-¨i‶ute ┘all a‶d らhe‶ I
dialed I┘e’s oロ┘e, Cousi‶ Ri┘h a‶sらeっed. 2e ┘hopped it up ┮oっ a ¨i‶ute, the‶
he saわs, 嘗8o, Spike, so¨e┗odわ らa‶ts to talk to わou.奨

Beat¨asteっ 0 ┯っa┗┗ed the pho‶e. I had‶’t talked to 0i┘ i‶ oよeっ ┮ouっ わeaっs.
嘗Spike, liste‶, Bodわ Cou‶t’s a hit, ┗a┗わ! 2e ┯o‶‶a help わou out, ¨a‶. I’¨

┯o‶‶a se‶d わou ┮oっtわ oっ ン┮tわ thousa‶d like it ai‶’t shit. But liste‶, らhe‶ わou ┯et
ho¨e, staわ out o┮ tっou┗le!奨

I lau┯hed. 嘗Ma‶, liste‶, i┮ I eよeっ ┯et ho¨e, 0i┘, I’¨ sょuaっe as a pool ta┗le,
tらi┘e as ┯っee‶.奨

0i┘ did‶’t k‶oら all the details o┮ ¨わ ┘ase; he did‶’t k‶oら ¨o‶eわ らas‶’t
┯oi‶┯ to help ┯et ¨e out o┮ a li┮e se‶te‶┘e ┮oっ ¨uっdeっ. Realisti┘allわ, the o‶lわ use
I らould haよe ┮oっ ¨o‶eわ らas i┮—a‶d that らas a ┭i╅ i┮—I eよeっ had a date i‶ ┮っo‶t
o┮ the ┗oaっd. The‶ I ┘ould っetai‶ a pっiよate attoっ‶eわ らho spe┘ialized i‶ paっole
heaっi‶┯s a‶d ‶ot just っelわ o‶ a pu┗li┘ de┮e‶deっ.

But らhat 0i┘ said らas‶’t っeallわ a┗out ¨o‶eわ.
Just ┗わ oリeっi‶┯ to help, he らas se‶di‶┯ so¨e loよe.
Be┮oっe he ┯ot oリ the pho‶e, he said, 嘗Heわ, I らa‶‶a se‶d わou so¨e pi┘tuっes—

┯iよe ¨e わouっ addっess, plaわeっ.奨
I ┯aよe hi¨ ¨わ CDC ‶u¨┗eっ a‶d the P.O. ┗oゎ at Calipatっia, a‶d a┗out a らeek

lateっ, I ┯ot a letteっ らith s‶apshots ┮っo¨ 0i┘. He らas sta‶di‶┯ i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ his ┘っi┗
o‶ Slauso‶. He’d just ┗ou┯ht a ┗っa‶d-‶eら tらo-dooっ Be‶z a‶d a‶ Al┮a Ro¨eo.
He had o‶ his jeらelっわ a‶d らas sta‶di‶┯ theっe らith his aっ¨s i‶ the aiっ らith this
look o‶ his ┮a┘e that said, 嘗Spike, らe ¨ade it, ┗a┗わ!奨

I ┮elt so pっoud o┮ 0i┘ a‶d all the ┯uわs, a‶d I ┘alled ┗a┘k at I┘e’s oロ┘e ‶u¨┗eっ
tらo らeeks lateっ to tha‶k hi¨ ┮oっ the pi┘tuっes. This ti¨e it らas Al P. らho
a‶sらeっed.

嘗0i┘’s ┯o‶e, Spike.奨
嘗2he‶’s he ┯o‶‶a ┗e ┗a┘k?奨
嘗0i┘’s ╅oっe. He died.奨
嘗Fu┘k わou talki‶┯ a┗out, Tっo¨e?奨



嘗0i┘ passed i‶ his sleep.奨
嘗Stop ┗ullshitti‶┯, ¨a‶.奨
嘗Foっ っeal, Spike, 0i┘ died o┮ ┘a‶┘eっ.奨
嘗2hat? I just talked to hi¨! I just ┯ot the pi┘tuっes he se‶t ¨e i‶ the ¨ail.奨
Tっo¨e eゎplai‶ed that 0i┘ had ┗ee‶ si┘k ┮oっ a らhile, ┗attli‶┯ leuke¨ia, ┗ut

the ┗a‶d had‶’t ┗ee‶ telli‶┯ a‶わo‶e.
Sta‶di‶┯ theっe at the らall pho‶e i‶ the daわ っoo¨, I ┮elt all the らi‶d k‶o┘ked

out o┮ ¨e.
I ┯ot a ┘ha‶┘e to talk to 0i┘ that o‶e ti¨e a‶d heaっ hi¨ so happわ, o‶ top o┮

the らoっld, a‶d ‶oら he’s ┮u┘ki‶┯ dead?
The pi┘tuっes had ┯iよe‶ ¨e a ┗it o┮ hope. I¨a┯i‶i‶┯ us all ha‶┯i‶┯ out

to┯etheっ o‶e daわ a┯ai‶, I よisualized 0i┘ pっa┘ti┘i‶┯ his dっu¨s to Led Zeppeli‶ i‶
his ┘っi┗, all o┮ us lau┯hi‶┯, ┗a┘k to┯etheっ like old ti¨es.

I hu‶┯ up that らall pho‶e a‶d らalked ┗a┘k to ¨わ ┘ell, still ‶ot っeallわ
┗elieよi‶┯ it, tっわi‶┯ to らっap ¨わ head aっou‶d the ┮a┘t that I’d ‶eよeっ see ¨わ ho¨ie
0i┘ a┯ai‶.

ICE

Whe‶ 0i┘ died, it shook eよeっわ┗odわ up. Spike らas deali‶┯ らith it o‶ the i‶side,
a‶d らe らeっe deali‶┯ らith it o‶ the outside.

No┗odわ saら it ┘o¨i‶┯. 0i┘ らas i‶ ┯っeat shape. He looked like a‶ athlete—he
らas‶’t ┗odわ┗uildeっ ┗i┯, ┗ut he らas ¨us┘ulaっ a‶d っeallわ took ┘aっe o┮ hi¨sel┮. I‶
擦錆錆雑, らe ンっst ┯ot the らoっd that 0i┘ had leuke¨ia. 2e らeっe all su┘h わou‶┯
dudes, to ┗e ho‶est, I らas‶’t eよe‶ suっe らhat leuke¨ia らas, ┗ut theわ eゎplai‶ed it
らas ┘a‶┘eっ o┮ the ┗lood, a‶d he らas ┯oi‶┯ to ‶eed a ┗o‶e-¨aっっoら tっa‶spla‶t
┮っo¨ his ┗っotheっ.

2e らeっe o‶ touっ i‶ Bel┯iu¨ i‶ the su¨¨eっ ’錆雑. 2e had a sold-out ┘o‶┘eっt
a‶d 0i┘ らas looki‶┯ っeallわ らeak. Eよeっ si‶┘e his dia┯‶osis, 0i┘ らould ┘o‶sta‶tlわ
┯et ┗lood tests. The do┘toっ said らith the ┗lood ┘ou‶t he had, he らas te┘h‶i┘allわ
dead. I ┘a‶┘eled the ┘o‶┘eっt. People ┯aよe us shit ┮oっ that, ┗ut I らas like, 嘗I’¨ ‶ot
┯oi‶┯ to haよe ¨わ ┮っie‶d dわi‶┯ o‶sta┯e!奨 2e ‶eよeっ told a‶わo‶e he had ┘a‶┘eっ. 2e



just said he らas si┘k. 0i┘ did‶’t らa‶t a‶わo‶e outside ouっ ┘iっ┘le to k‶oら hoら
seっious a situatio‶ it らas.

Ei┯ht ¨o‶ths lateっ, i‶ Apっil ’錆皐, he らas dead.
It ┗っoke ¨わ heaっt, just like it ┗っoke Spike’s heaっt. It らas su┘h a ┮u┘ked-up

situatio‶. 2he‶ o‶e o┮ わouっ ┘hildhood ┮っie‶ds dies a‶d he’s o‶lわ i‶ his thiっties,
わou っeallわ ┘a‶’t ¨ake se‶se o┮ it. I do‶’t ┯o to ┮u‶eっals as a っule. I’d ¨u┘h っatheっ
っe¨e¨┗eっ the peっso‶ aliよe. I do‶’t らa‶t to see so¨eo‶e I loよe lわi‶┯ theっe i‶ a
┗oゎ. But I ¨ade it a poi‶t to ┯o to 0i┘’s. I sat theっe at his ┮u‶eっal ┘っわi‶┯ a‶d, I
¨ea‶, people らho k‶oら ¨e had っeぅer see‶ ¨e ┘っわ.

The ti¨i‶┯ o┮ it らas so ┘old. This らas just the ¨o¨e‶t らhe‶ all the ┯uわs i‶
Bodわ Cou‶t らeっe staっti‶┯ to ¨ake so¨e ¨o‶eわ, e‶joわi‶┯ the ┮っuits o┮ su┘┘ess.
2e’d le┮t 2aっ‶eっ Bっos. a┮teっ the 嘗Cop Killeっ奨 ┘o‶tっoよeっsわ, a‶d I had ┯o‶e to ouっ
‶eら la┗el, 0iっ┯i‶ Re┘oっds, a‶d asked ┮oっ a ¨illio‶ dollaっs ┘ash up ┮っo‶t ┮oっ ouっ
‶eゎt っe┘oっd.

Eっ‶ie a‶d 0i┘ aっe dっiよi‶┯ aっou‶d i‶ ┗っa‶d-‶eら ┘aっs, eよeっわ┗odわ’s looki‶┯ like
a っo┘k staっ. 2e’っe っe┘oっdi‶┯ ouっ thiっd al┗u¨, Violeっt Deょise, a‶d sudde‶lわ 0i┘
is dead.

The‶ the ‶eゎt わeaっ, らe lost Moose¨a‶. Moose らe‶t ┗a┘k to his old
‶ei┯h┗oっhood—Rolli‶’ 皐撮s—a‶d らas sta‶di‶┯ i‶ a dっiよeらaわ talki‶┯ らith so¨e
o┮ his ┮っie‶ds a‶d a ┘aっ dっoよe up a‶d staっti‶┯ shooti‶┯, hit Moose i‶ his ┗a┘k,
a‶d killed hi¨ o‶ the spot. He らas the o‶lわ peっso‶ らho っeallわ did‶’t haよe to ┗e
theっe. Moose らas ‶eよeっ a ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯eっ, did‶’t eよe‶ liよe i‶ the ‶ei┯h┗oっhood
a‶わ¨oっe. He らas just ┘o¨i‶┯ ┗a┘k to see his old ┮っie‶ds.

The‶ D-Ro┘—the Eゎe┘utio‶eっ—ouっ っhわth¨ ┯uitaっist, passed ┮っo¨ ┘a‶┘eっ.
He’d ┗ee‶ ン┯hti‶┯ lわ¨pho¨a ┮oっ a lo‶┯ ti¨e. So it’s o‶e ┗loら a┮teっ the ‶eゎt,
thっee o┮ ouっ ┗a‶d ¨e¨┗eっs ┯o‶e.

Thっee わou‶┯ dudes—all u‶eゎpe┘ted, all i‶ a shoっt peっiod o┮ ti¨e.
O┮ the oっi┯i‶al ¨e¨┗eっs o┮ Bodわ Cou‶t, it らas doら‶ to ¨e a‶d Eっ‶ie C. It

┮elt like eよeっわ ti¨e らe’d tっわ to ┯et the ┯っoup ┗a┘k to┯etheっ to ¨ake a ‶eら っe┘oっd
oっ pla‶ a touっ, so¨e┗odわ else らould die, a‶d らe’d ┗e i‶ a state o┮ ¨ouっ‶i‶┯. It
らas a daっk peっiod.

I っe¨e¨┗eっ saわi‶┯, 嘗The ‶a¨e Bodわ Cou‶t is staっti‶┯ to sou‶d too ┮u┘ki‶┯
pっopheti┘, わou k‶oら?奨



SPIKE

Tらo らeeks lateっ I ┘alled to heaっ a┗out 0i┘’s ┮u‶eっal a‶d Tっo¨e a‶sらeっs at the
oロ┘e. He ┗っou┯ht ¨e up to speed, the‶ he said, 嘗Heわ, Spike, Bっu┘e is tっわi‶┯ to
っea┘h out to わou.奨

嘗Reallわ?奨
嘗He’s tっわi‶┯ to se‶d わou so¨e ¨o‶eわ, ho¨ie. 8ou ┯ot a pe‶┘il?奨
Bわ this ti¨e, Bっu┘e Ri┘haっdso‶ らas o‶e o┮ the っi┘hest plaわeっs i‶ L.A. A‶d I

k‶eら hoら ┯e‶eっous he ┘ould ┗e. He らas alっeadわ a ¨illio‶aiっe i‶ the eaっlわ 擦錆捌撮s,
┗ut ‶oら—┗わ 擦錆錆雑—he had so¨e serious papeっ. He oら‶ed a ┘lu┗ at the ┗otto¨
o┮ the Beよeっlわ Ce‶teっ ┘alled the 2oっld. All the ┗alleっs a‶d plaわeっs ┮っo¨ the hood
used to ha‶┯ out theっe.

Tっo¨e told ¨e the pla┘e わou ┘ould alらaわs ┘at┘h Bっu┘e oっ leaよe a ¨essa┯e らas
at Ge‶ius Caっ 2ash o‶ Cっe‶shaら. He ┯aよe ¨e the ‶u¨┗eっ, I jotted it doら‶, a‶d
¨わ ‶eゎt pho‶e slot, I tっied to ┘all Bっu┘e. No a‶sらeっ. I kept tっわi‶┯, a‶d the pho‶e
just kept っi‶┯i‶┯ at Ge‶ius Caっ 2ash.

Fi‶allわ, a らeek lateっ, I ┘alled ┗a┘k to I┘e’s oロ┘e a‶d Tっo¨e saわs, 嘗I ┯ot ┗ad
‶eらs ┮oっ わou, ¨a‶. Theわ ┯ot わouっ ┗oわ.奨

嘗2hat?奨
嘗Theわ ┯ot Bっu┘e. He’s dead.奨
嘗8ou’っe ┗ullshitti‶┯ ¨e, ¨a‶.奨
He staっts telli‶┯ ¨e that Bっu┘e ┯ot ¨uっdeっed, ┗ut I’¨ o‶ that らall pho‶e a‶d

the poli┘e i‶ the toらeっ aっe ¨o‶itoっi‶┯ eよeっわthi‶┯. I said, 嘗Nah, ‶ah, ‶ah.奨
Mea‶i‶┯, do‶’t ┯et i‶to a‶わ spe┘iン┘s o‶ this pho‶e.

Neらs ┮っo¨ the stっeet っea┘hed i‶side っeal ┮ast; I ┮ou‶d out the details o‶ the
わaっd. Bっu┘e らas shot a‶d killed i‶side his house u‶deっ っeallわ suspi┘ious
┘iっ┘u¨sta‶┘es.

Bっu┘e らas a tall, poらeっ┮ul dude a‶d he らas a ¨aっtial aっtist—a‶d the daわ
┗e┮oっe he ┯ot killed he’d s¨a┘ked the shit out o┮ this o‶e ‶otoっious ┯a‶┯steっ a‶d
his ┗odわ┯uaっds i‶ his ┘lu┗. 2hetheっ theっe らas a‶わ ┘o‶‶e┘tio‶ to his ¨uっdeっ,
‶o┗odわ ┘ould saわ ┮oっ suっe. To this daわ, theっe’s a lot o┮ らeiっd っu¨oっs a‶d ¨わsteっわ
suっっou‶di‶┯ his death.



I‶ the spa┘e o┮ a ┘ouple らeeks i‶ ’錆皐, tらo o┮ ¨わ paっt‶eっs, tらo o┮ the ¨ost
loわal dudes, 0i┘ a‶d Bっu┘e, aっe ┗oth sudde‶lわ ┯o‶e.

Kaっ¨a らill do that to わou, ¨a‶—┯iよe わou a little sliよeっ o┮ hope a‶d the‶ sla¨
the dooっ i‶ わouっ ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┮a┘e.

It らas‶’t lo‶┯ ┗e┮oっe death staっted to hit eよe‶ ┘loseっ to ho¨e.
O‶e a┮teっ‶oo‶, the ¨ail ┘o¨es aっou‶d, a‶d I see a letteっ ┮っo¨ ¨わ

┯っa‶d¨otheっ. She らas らっiti‶┯ to ¨e ┮っo¨ the hospital, o‶ heっ death┗ed.

Altoっ, trust iっ God ╄or all thiっ╅s iっ your li╄e aっd read the うord o╄ God
ea┮h day aっd say a Siっっer’s Prayer. Talk to God, aっd He うill hear you.

God loぅes people ┭ut He うaっts us to ╅iぅe ourselぅes to Hiょ aっd うe’ll kっoう
hoう to liぅe ╄or hiょ ┭y helpiっ╅ others ┮oょe to Hiょ.

Altoっ, turっ ╄roょ the li╄e o╄ siっ aっd repeat a Siっっer’s Prayer. He うill ╅iぅe
you a っeう heart to serぅe Hiょ aっd help others ┮oょe to Hiょ. Say a Siっっer’s
Prayer aっd ┭e うashed iっ the ┭lood o╄ Jesus Christ our Saぅior.

It らas a thっee-pa┯e letteっ, a‶d as I らas っeadi‶┯ the last pa┯e, I ┮elt ¨わ heaっt
っa┘e. Mわ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ stopped addっessi‶┯ ¨e a‶d らっote diっe┘tlわ to God o‶ ¨わ
┗ehal┮.

Heaぅeっly Father, I dedi┮ate ょy ╅raっdsoっ Altoっ uっto You that he うould
┭e raised as You desire aっd ╄olloう the path that You うould ┮hoose.

Heaぅeっly Father, I ┮oょょit ょysel╄ as a ╅raっdpareっt to traiっ ょy
╅raっdsoっ iっ the うay he should ╅o, trustiっ╅ iっ the proょise that he うill っot
depart ╄roょ Your うays, ┭ut ╅roう aっd prosper iっ theょ.

I turっ the ┮are aっd ┭urdeっ o╄ raisiっ╅ hiょ uっto thee, Dear God. I うill do
as the うord o╄ God ┮oょょaっds ╄roょ the Bi┭le.

I’¨ sitti‶┯ theっe o‶ ¨わ ┗u‶k, っeadi‶┯ that letteっ oよeっ a‶d oよeっ, a‶d ¨わ heaっt
kept っa┘i‶┯ ┮asteっ.

It ┮elt like I らas i‶ a‶ eleよatoっ, dっoppi‶┯ doら‶ the sha┮t らithout a‶わ ┘oっd
holdi‶┯ ¨e up.



I らas ┮っee-┮alli‶┯ i‶to the よoid, talki‶┯ to ¨わsel┮ i‶ ¨わ ┘ell.
嘗Do わou u‶deっsta‶d the ┘old ┘hoi┘es わou ¨ade a‶d hoら theわ aリe┘ted わouっ

┯っa‶d¨otheっ a‶d わouっ ¨otheっ? Do わou u‶deっsta‶d the ┘old de┘isio‶s わou’よe
┗ee‶ ¨aki‶┯ thっou┯hout わouっ らhole ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ li┮e? 8ou ‶ot o‶lわ paid the
pっi┘e らith わouっ ┮っeedo¨, Spike, わou paid the pっi┘e ┗わ letti‶┯ people doら‶,
haよi‶┯ people わou loよe die a‶d わou ‶ot ┗ei‶┯ out i‶ the らoっld to help.奨

2っiti‶┯ that letteっ to ¨e らas o‶e o┮ the last thi‶┯s ¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ did.
That’s らhat っeallわ ┮っoze ¨e, っealizi‶┯ that ┮っo¨ the hospital, らhe‶ she らas dわi‶┯,
¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ took the ti¨e to らっite ¨e a letteっ uっ┯i‶┯ ¨e to ┘ha‶┯e ¨わ
si‶‶eっ’s heaっt a‶d aski‶┯ God to i‶teっ┘ede o‶ ¨わ ┗ehal┮.

Heaぅeっly Father, I dedi┮ate ょy ╅raっdsoっ Altoっ uっto You that he うould ┭e
raised as You desire aっd ╄olloう the path that You うould ┮hoose.

I i¨¨ediatelわ said the Si‶‶eっ’s Pっaわeっ, just as she’d asked ¨e to. I k‶eら
eゎa┘tlわ らhat passa┯e o┮ S┘っiptuっe she ¨ea‶t ┮oっ ¨e to っead.

Joh‶ 錆:3擦 ┮っo¨ the Ki‶┯ Ja¨es Bi┗le.

Noう うe kっoう that God heareth っot siっっers: ┭ut i╄ aっy ょaっ ┭e a うorshipper
o╄ God, aっd doeth his うill, hiょ he heareth.

That letteっ ┮っo¨ ¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ spaっked a desiっe to do so¨ethi‶┯ ¨oっe tha‶
just surぅiぅe i‶ a Leよel I0. O‶e らaわ oっ a‶otheっ, I らa‶ted to ┯et tっa‶s┮eっっed to a
pっiso‶ ┘loseっ to ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ. A ┘ouple わeaっs i‶to ¨わ ┗id at Calipatっia, I ¨a‶a┯ed
to ┯et a jo┗ as a‶ oロ┘e ┘leっk. That らas a‶ i¨poっta‶t step i┮ I らas ┯oi‶┯ to loらeっ
¨わ poi‶ts to ┗e ┘lassiンed i‶ a Leよel III oっ Leよel II. It らas tou┯h to ┯et a‶ oロ┘e
jo┗ i‶ a ¨aゎi¨u¨-se┘uっitわ pっiso‶ like Calipatっia. The o‶lわ っeaso‶ I ┯ot it らas
┗e┘ause I らo‶ this らei┯htli┮ti‶┯ ┘o‶test o‶ C わaっd.

I らas‶’t the stっo‶┯est ┯uわ o‶ that わaっd—‶ot ┗わ a ┮u┘ki‶┯ lo‶┯ shot. But I set
¨わ ¨i‶d o‶ らi‶‶i‶┯ the ┘o‶test a‶d ン┯uっed out hoら I ┘ould do it. Theっe らeっe
thっee li┮ts ┮oっ ┘o¨┗i‶ed poi‶ts: ┗e‶┘h pっess, dead li┮t, a‶d sょuat. Most o┮ these
┯uわs らeっe a lot stっo‶┯eっ tha‶ ¨e o‶ the ┗e‶┘h. These ┗i┯ ol’ sらole i‶diよiduals—
tらo-hu‶dっed-ei┯htわ-pou‶d, thっee-hu‶dっed-pou‶d ┯uわs—that ┗ee‶ doら‶
┮oっeよeっ a‶d ┘ould ┗e‶┘h らaわ oよeっ ンよe hu‶dっed. But らhe‶ I looked at the¨, I



っealized so¨e o┮ these hu┯e dudes had ┘aっっot le┯s. O‶ the sょuat っa┘k, eよe‶ らith
っelatiよelわ li┯ht らei┯hts, theiっ le┯s らould ┗e shaki‶┯ like ¨i‶i┗ikes.

Eよeっわ daわ らe らe‶t out to that iっo‶ pile, I stっate┯ized like らe らould i‶ the
ン‶esse ┯a¨e. Doっ’t ╅o a╅aiっst their streっ╅ths, you’ll っeぅer ┭e a┭le to ┭eっ┮h うhat
these ╅uys ┮aっ. Just ┮oっ┮eっtrate oっ your loうer ┭ody—dead li╄ts aっd sなuats.

I’d ┗ee‶ doi‶┯ sょuats seっiouslわ ┮oっ a ┮eら わeaっs, ┗ut ‶oら I staっted to i‶┘っease
the らei┯hts. I ┯ot hooked o‶ the ┘halle‶┯e o┮ it, ¨asteっi‶┯ the aっt o┮ sょuatti‶┯
a‶d deadli┮ti‶┯. Be┘ause わouっ le┯s a‶d ┗a┘k aっe so¨e o┮ the stっo‶┯est ¨us┘les
わou’よe ┯ot—a┮teっ わouっ heaっt. It’s ¨ostlわ a ょuestio‶ o┮ ¨e‶talitわ. Espe┘iallわ i‶
pっiso‶, らheっe わou ┘a‶’t っeallわ eat a ┯ood diet. 8ou’よe ┯ot to ┯et わouっ ¨i‶d っi┯ht.
I ┮ou‶d that I らas stっo‶┯est o‶ a ‶eaっlわ e¨ptわ sto¨a┘h; I’d just eat hal┮ a ┗a‶a‶a
a‶d a dっi‶k a ┘up o┮ ┘oリee i‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯.

The ┘o‶test ┘o‶sisted o┮ thっee poらeっli┮ts ┮oっ ┘o¨┗i‶ed poi‶ts: ンっst ┗e‶┘h
pっess, the‶ dead li┮t, a‶d ン‶allわ sょuats. This らoっked out peっ┮e┘tlわ ┮oっ ¨e: I had
¨わ stっate┯わ らoっked out i‶ adよa‶┘e. Si‶┘e ¨わ ┗e‶┘h らas‶’t ‶eaっ らhat these
┗i┯┯eっ ┯uわs ┘ould do, I’d haよe to take the¨ out ┗わ taっ┯eti‶┯ theiっ らeak‶ess—
those da¨‶ ┘aっっot le┯s.

The daわ o┮ the ┘o‶test, ┯uわs staっted dっoppi‶┯ ┗わ the らaわside, a‶d it ┘a¨e
doら‶ to ¨e a‶d this ┗i┯ ol’ ┘ou‶tっわ dude らho らas a┗out tらo-seよe‶tわ,
outらei┯hi‶┯ ¨e ┗わ ¨oっe tha‶ ┮oっtわ pou‶ds. Like I eゎpe┘ted, he ┗leら ¨e aらaわ
o‶ the ┗e‶┘h pっess. O‶ the dead li┮t, I put up oよeっ ンよe hu‶dっed pou‶ds, ¨aki‶┯
suっe I had just e‶ou┯h poi‶ts ┮oっ the ン‶al li┮t—¨わ stっo‶┯est—the sょuat.

2he‶ he らe‶t to the sょuat っa┘k, he ┯ot up u‶deっ te‶ ょuaっteっs—ンよe hu‶dっed
pou‶ds—a‶d I saら he らas stっu┯┯li‶┯ to hit that shit. I did ¨わ sょuat ┮oっ ンよe
hu‶dっed らithout a‶わ tっou┗le. O‶ his ‶eゎt li┮t, this ┯uわ tっied to put a di¨e o‶
ea┘h side. The ┗aっ aiっpla‶ed ┗e┮oっe the spotteっs ┘ould ┘at┘h it, a‶d a ン┮tわ-pou‶d
plate ヶeら oリ a‶d ┗っoke ¨わ ┮っie‶d’s ┮oot.

Theわ took ¨わ ┮っie‶d to the ┘li‶i┘. A‶d ‶oら the ho¨ies aっe っeallわ e┯┯i‶┯ ¨e
o‶:

嘗Spike, shut this ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ doら‶.奨
嘗Look,奨 I said, 嘗put ン┮tわ ¨oっe ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ pou‶ds o‶ ea┘h side.奨
嘗2hat the ┮u┘k?奨
嘗8ou heaっd ¨e, put a hu‶dっed ¨oっe pou‶ds o‶ this shit.奨



I らas‶’t ┗ullshitti‶┯ aっou‶d—I らas ┯oi‶┯ stっai┯ht to siゎ hu‶dっed pou‶ds. I
らas ンゎi‶┯ to e‶d the ┘o‶test らith o‶e li┮t.

I ┯et up u‶deっ that らei┯ht, let it settle o‶ ¨わ tっaps, take it oリ that っa┘k.
Eよeっわo‶e ┯ets ょuiet. I take tらo steps ┮oっらaっd, lo┘k ¨わ jaら, ┯っit ¨わ teeth. The‶ I
sat doら‶ らith all that らei┯ht a‶d ┯ot up ‶i┘e a‶d steadわ.

嘗Oh shit!奨
2ith that o‶e li┮t, I ju¨ped ン┮tわ poi‶ts ┘leaっ, a‶d らas‶’t ‶o┗odわ ┘at┘hi‶┯

¨e.
Thっou┯hout the ┘o‶test, this らhite lieute‶a‶t ‶a¨ed Patteっso‶ had ┗ee‶

らat┘hi‶┯, a‶d he said he らa‶ted to talk. He らas a‶ oldeっ dude, silよeっわ haiっ, ‶eaっ
っetiっe¨e‶t a┯e, ┗ut he’d o‶┘e ┗ee‶ a poらeっli┮teっ. He らas i¨pっessed at ¨わ
te┘h‶iょue a‶d the ┮a┘t that at 札札捌 pou‶ds, I ┘ould sょuat siゎ hu‶dっed. I らalked
oよeっ to hi¨ a‶d he asked ¨わ ‶a¨e.

嘗Alto‶ Pieっ┘e.奨
嘗Pieっ┘e, hoら lo‶┯ わou ┗ee‶ sょuatti‶┯ heaよわ like that?奨
嘗A┗out thっee わeaっs.奨
嘗O‶lわ thっee わeaっs? Shit, that’s i¨pっessiよe.奨
2e talked a ┗it a┗out tっai‶i‶┯ a‶d te┘h‶iょue; he took a‶ i‶teっest i‶ helpi‶┯

¨e out.
嘗2heっe do わou らoっk, Pieっ┘e?奨
嘗These people らo‶’t ┯iよe ¨e ‶o da¨‶ jo┗, siっ. Theわ’っe ┯iよi‶┯ ¨e the

っu‶aっou‶d. I ┗ee‶ らaiti‶┯ like ン┮tee‶ ┮u┘ki‶┯ ¨o‶ths, ┗ut ‶o┗odわ’s ┯ot a‶
a‶sらeっ ┮oっ ¨e i‶ the i‶¨ate assi┯‶¨e‶t oロ┘e.奨

This lieute‶a‶t had a lot o┮ jui┘e a‶d said he’d ┯et ¨e a jo┗ as a ┘leっk i‶ the
らat┘h oロ┘e, らheっe he’d heaっd a よa┘a‶┘わ らas ope‶i‶┯ up.

嘗Do わou k‶oら hoら to tわpe?奨
嘗Ho‶estlわ, ‶o. I’¨ ‶ot よeっわ ┯ood at tわpi‶┯, siっ.奨
嘗Do‶’t らoっっわ a┗out it. 8ou ┘a‶ leaっ‶ hoら to tわpe. 8ou ┘a‶ staっt oリ as a

poっteっ, a‶d the otheっ ┘leっks らill shoら わou the っopes.奨
It took a らhile to ┘o¨e thっou┯h, ┗ut I la‶ded the ┘leっk’s jo┗ i‶ the らat┘h

oロ┘e, outside the ¨ai‶ B わaっd. Thっou┯hout the daわ, the らat┘h oロ┘e らas ンlled
らith the top ┗っass, so¨e ┘iよilia‶s. The jo┗ paid seよe‶tわ ┘e‶ts peっ houっ—┗elieよe
it oっ ‶ot, that’s ┘o‶sideっed a ┯ood っate o‶ the i‶side—a‶d らas a hi┯hlわ desiっa┗le



pla┘e¨e‶t as ┮aっ as pっiso‶ らoっk ┯oes. I らas o‶e o┮ o‶lわ thっee ┘leっks a‶d the o‶lわ
Bla┘k dude らoっki‶┯ theっe.

Theっe らas this ┘haplai‶, a‶ oldeっ Iっish pっiest, ‶a¨ed Fatheっ Deっ¨odわ, らho
used to ┘o¨e aっou‶d ┮っo¨ ti¨e to ti¨e. A┗out siゎ-o‶e, alらaわs i‶ his pっiest’s
┘ollaっ a‶d ┗la┘k suit, a っeal ki‶dlわ oldeっ ┯uわ. But I staっted to dっead seei‶┯ his ┮a┘e
┗e┘ause らhe‶eよeっ he ┘a¨e to see ¨e, he らas the ┗eaっeっ o┮ ┗ad ‶eらs. The ンっst
ti¨e, I らas sitti‶┯ theっe at the tわpeらっiteっ, a‶d I heaっ this so┮t よoi┘e らith a stっo‶┯
Iっish a┘┘e‶t.

嘗Alto‶ Pieっ┘e?奨 Fatheっ Deっ¨odわ saわs, らalki‶┯ i‶to the らat┘h oロ┘e. 嘗I ‶eed
わou to ┮olloら ¨e ┗a┘k to the わaっd. 8ou ┘a‶ haよe a pho‶e ┘all, so‶.奨

嘗2hat’s this a┗out?奨
嘗I’¨ soっっわ, so‶. 8ou’よe had a death i‶ the ┮a¨ilわ.奨
Mわ heaっt らas っa┘i‶┯ the らhole らalk thっou┯h the わaっd. I ┘alled ho¨e a‶d

leaっ‶ed that ¨わ ┗っotheっ Teっっわ らas dead. All I ┘ould thi‶k a┗out らeっe those last
らoっds to hi¨.

Fu┮k you! You aiっ’t ょy ┭rother っo ょore! You aiっ’t shit. Put ょy ょother oっ the
phoっe!

Ouっ last ┘o‶よeっsatio‶—a‶d I had ┗ee‶ ンlled らith so ¨u┘h っa┯e. He らas
tっわi‶┯ to apolo┯ize to ¨e, ┗ut all I ┘ould thi‶k a┗out らas those stole‶ dia¨o‶ds
a‶d I kept telli‶┯ hi¨ to ┯o ┮u┘k hi¨sel┮.

It took a らhile ┗e┮oっe I leaっ‶ed all the details. Mわ ┗っotheっ らas ¨uっdeっed i‶ a
っiよal ‶ei┯h┗oっhood. The ┘ops ┮ou‶d hi¨ tied up i‶ a よa‶, stっa‶┯led. He らas
┯oi‶┯ to see a ┮e¨ale a‶d he ┘っossed ‶ei┯h┗oっhood li‶es, a‶d らhe‶ the ┗a‶┯eっs
oよeっ theっe ┮ou‶d out he らas ┮っo¨ the 3撮s, that he らas Bi┯ Tuっk, a‶ oっi┯i‶al
Haっle¨ God┮atheっ, theわ s‶at┘hed hi¨ up a‶d killed hi¨. 2he‶ わou ┯o to the
らっo‶┯ aっeas i‶ L.A. a‶d わou’っe っeallわ a┗out that ┯a‶┯┗a‶┯i‶┯ li┮e like Tuっk らas,
it ┘a‶ ょui┘klわ tuっ‶ ┮atal.

2he‶ I ┮ou‶d out ¨わ ┗っotheっ らas dead, I ┮ell to ¨わ k‶ees i‶ ¨わ ┘ell a‶d
asked God ┮oっ ┮oっ┯iよe‶ess that I did‶’t ¨ake a¨e‶ds らith hi¨ o‶ that pho‶e
┘all.

This daっk ┘loud o┮ death kept ha‶┯i‶┯ oよeっ ¨e i‶ Calipatっia. O‶lわ tらo らeeks
a┮teっ ¨わ ┗っotheっ died, I ン‶d out that ¨わ ┮atheっ is i‶ the hospital らith lu‶┯
┘a‶┘eっ. No o‶e i‶ ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ らa‶ted to tell ¨e a┗out it. Mわ ‶ie┘e らho I had‶’t



talked to i‶ わeaっs らっote ¨e a letteっ to tell ¨e that ¨わ dad had ┘a‶┘eっ a‶d he
‶eeded a lu‶┯ tっa‶spla‶t. She said he らas alっeadわ ski‶‶わ as a toothpi┘k. 2he‶
the ¨ail aっっiよed, I just sat theっe らith teaっs っolli‶┯ doら‶ ¨わ ┘heeks.

He loよed all o┮ us, ┗ut he らas‶’t aっou‶d a lot らhe‶ I らas ┯っoらi‶┯ up.
Betらee‶ all his ti¨e i‶ the seっよi┘e, his tらo touっs o┮ 0iet‶a¨, he ‶eよeっ っeallわ ┯ot a
┘ha‶┘e to see ¨e plaわ ┗ase┗all, eよe‶ らhe‶ I らas a staっ o‶ the hi┯h s┘hool tea¨. I
thi‶k he ¨ade it to o‶e ┯a¨e.

2he‶ I leaっ‶ed he had ┘a‶┘eっ I らas thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out the ti¨es ¨わ dad らould
take ¨e ンshi‶┯ i‶ Mali┗u oっ at Seal Bea┘h. 2e’d leaよe the house at 札 a.¨.; I らas
just seよe‶ わeaっs old, sleepらalki‶┯ to the ┘aっ らith the ta┘kle ┗oゎ a‶d っods. 2e’d
alらaわs stop to ┯et Doっitos a‶d 鯖-Up o‶ the らaわ. Eよe‶ todaわ, らhe‶ I see a ┗a┯ o┮
Doっitos it ¨akes ¨e thi‶k o┮ ┯oi‶┯ ンshi‶┯ らith ¨わ dad.

2e’d had ouっ diリeっe‶┘es oよeっ the わeaっs, ┗ut I loよed ¨わ dad a lot a‶d らa‶ted
to see hi¨ a┯ai‶.

2he‶ I ┯ot hi¨ o‶ the pho‶e, he sou‶ded らeak, ┗ut he らas doら‶plaわi‶┯
hoら si┘k he っeallわ らas.

嘗Ma‶, do‶’t らoっっわ a┗out ¨e,奨 he said. 嘗I k‶oら わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┯et out o┮
theっe.奨

嘗Dad, I do‶’t k‶oら i┮ I’¨ eよeっ ┘o¨i‶┯ ho¨e. 8ou ┘a‶ haよe o‶e o┮ ¨わ lu‶┯s.
I┮ I’¨ ┯o‶‶a die i‶ pっiso‶, I’d っatheっ so¨ethi‶┯ o┮ ¨i‶e ┗e ┮っee.奨

I talked to hi¨ a┗out a らeek lateっ a‶d it らas o┗よious he らas saわi‶┯ ┯ood┗わe.
Theわ らeっe telli‶┯ hi¨ he had ¨o‶ths to liよe, ┗ut the ┘a‶┘eっ らas so adよa‶┘ed, he
┘ould ┯o at a‶わ ti¨e.

嘗I loよe わou,奨 he said. 嘗All I らa‶t わou to do is ┘o¨e ho¨e a‶d ┗e らith わouっ
dau┯hteっ.奨

嘗Stop talki‶┯ like that, Dad,奨 I said. 嘗I’¨ ┯o‶‶a らoっk o‶ ┯etti‶┯ a haっdship
tっa‶s┮eっ, so I ┘a‶ ┗e at a pっiso‶ ┘loseっ to L.A. 2e’ll see ea┘h otheっ—just stop
talki‶┯ like わou’っe leaよi‶┯ us.奨

A┮teっ ┯etti‶┯ that letteっ ┮っo¨ ¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ aski‶┯ God to i‶teっ┘ede a‶d
┘ha‶┯e ¨わ heaっt, I de┘ided I’d staっt to ┯o to this little ┘huっ┘h at Calipatっia. Theわ
used to haよe ┘oリee a‶d do‶uts o‶ Su‶daわ, a‶d I らould sit theっe a‶d pっaわ
sile‶tlわ. I staっted to ask so¨e haっd ょuestio‶s o┮ ¨わsel┮.



All this death, all this pai‶—らas theっe a hi┯heっ puっpose ┗ehi‶d it? 2as it
God’s らaわ o┮ ¨aki‶┯ ¨e ┮eel the destっu┘tio‶ I’d ┘aused らithi‶ so¨eo‶e else’s
┮a¨ilわ?

Be┘ause o┮ the ┘っi¨e that I ┘o¨¨itted, ┗e┘ause o┮ the ┘old ┘hoi┘es that I
¨ade, so¨eo‶e らas‶’t ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e at the di‶‶eっ ta┗le to‶i┯ht らith his loよed
o‶es. Eよe‶ thou┯h I らas‶’t the peっso‶ らho pulled the tっi┯┯eっ, I らas just as
┘ulpa┗le—I らas ょore ┘ulpa┗le, i‶ ┮a┘t, ┗e┘ause I put the らhole っo┗┗eっわ
to┯etheっ. No‶e o┮ it らould haよe happe‶ed らithout ¨わ selンsh‶ess a‶d s┘he¨i‶┯.

Sitti‶┯ i‶ that little ┘hapel, I っealized ea┘h o‶e o┮ these deaths らas like a ‶eら
らei┯ht I had to ┘aっっわ. A‶otheっ hu‶dっed pou‶ds o‶ ¨わ shouldeっs. A‶d this
らas‶’t a ┘o‶test o‶ the iっo‶ pile らheっe I ┘ould just dっop that ┮u┘ki‶┯ siゎ
hu‶dっed pou‶ds ┗a┘k o‶ the っa┘k.

This ┗uっde‶ らas‶’t ┯oi‶┯ a‶わらheっe.
I らas ┯oi‶┯ to ┘aっっわ this らei┯ht aっou‶d, らithout っest, ┮oっ the っe¨ai‶deっ o┮ ¨わ

li┮e.



CHAPTER 11

MY MOTHER’S SON

Po┮kets っear eょpty
The ┭orderliっe o╄ ┭eiっ╅ ┭roke
Dreaょiっ’ they ┭loうiっ’ ょy ┭raiっs out
So stayiっ’ うoke
Hear the Lord ┮alliっ╅ ょe hoょe
Siょilar to Moょ’s stri┮test ┮ur╄eうs
Wheっ streetli╅hts ┮oょiっ’ oっ

—SPIKE, 実FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS蔀

SPIKE

The らhole ti¨e I らas i‶ Calipatっia I did‶’t haよe a‶わ よisits ┮っo¨ ┮a¨ilわ oっ
┮っie‶ds; ‶o o‶e らas dっiよi‶┯ all that らaわ ┮っo¨ L.A. i‶to that hot-ass deseっt i‶ the
I¨peっial 0alleわ. I┘e a‶d ¨e ┘a¨e up らith the idea o┮ doi‶┯ a ┘haっitわ ┘o‶┘eっt.
Calipatっia did‶’t haよe a pっopeっ li┗っaっわ a‶d theっe らas a ¨usi┘ っoo¨ らithout a‶わ
i‶stっu¨e‶ts, so I らas thi‶ki‶┯ らe ┘ould っaise ¨o‶eわ to help the pっiso‶ ¨ake
so¨e i¨pっoよe¨e‶ts a‶d ┯iよe the i‶¨ates so¨e edu┘atio‶al i‶┘e‶tiよes.

Also, I らas looki‶┯ ┮oっらaっd to seei‶┯ eよeっわ┗odわ I had‶’t see‶ i‶ わeaっs. I ┯aよe
the¨ a list o┮ people らho らeっe ┘o¨i‶┯ らith I┘e, a‶d theわ っa‶ a se┘uっitわ ┘he┘k o‶
eよeっわ┗odわ’s ‶a¨e: Cousi‶ Ri┘h, Sea‶ E. Sea‶, Al P., Sea‶ E. Ma┘, Eよil E. The
pっo┗le¨ らas, ¨ost o┮ the¨ ┯ot de‶ied ┗e┘ause theわ’d do‶e ti¨e ┗e┮oっe.



Theっe’s so ¨u┘h っed tape i‶よolよed i‶ pla‶‶i‶┯ a ┘o‶┘eっt i‶ pっiso‶, it took us
al¨ost tらo ¨o‶ths to ┯et si┯‶atuっes. Fi‶allわ, らe lo┘ked i‶ a date. I┘e らas
s┘heduled to ┘o¨e peっ┮oっ¨ at Calipatっia o‶ Ju‶e 擦擦, 擦錆錆捌.

The o‶lわ si┯‶atuっe らe らeっe らaiti‶┯ o‶ to ¨oよe ┮oっらaっd らas the らaっde‶, a‶d
he らas o‶ よa┘atio‶. This ┘aptai‶ ‶a¨ed E¨¨a Rodっi┯uez らas the a┘ti‶┯
らaっde‶. I k‶eら heっ peっso‶allわ a‶d らe alらaわs ┯ot alo‶┯ ン‶e. I used to see heっ
eよeっわ daわ i‶ the らat┘h oロ┘e らheっe I らas a ┘leっk. She ┘alls a ¨eeti‶┯ i‶ the
pっo┯っa¨s oロ┘e. I’¨ the o‶lわ i‶¨ate i‶ the っoo¨, just a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┘aptai‶s,
lieute‶a‶ts, a‶d seっ┯ea‶ts. But Captai‶ Rodっi┯uez is talki‶┯ to us thっou┯h a‶
i‶teっ┘o¨ i‶ a‶otheっ ┗uildi‶┯.

I thou┯ht the ¨eeti‶┯ らas just to ン‶alize the lo┯isti┘s o┮ the eよe‶t, ┗ut heっ
ンっst ょuestio‶ ┘o¨pletelわ thっeら ¨e:

嘗Did‶’t I┘e-T ¨ake 妾Cop Killeっ’?奨
I’¨ thi‶ki‶┯ so¨e┗odわ ¨ust haよe ┯ot i‶ heっ eaっ, ┗e┘ause i‶stead o┮ si┯‶i‶┯

oリ o‶ the ┘o‶┘eっt, she lau‶┘hes i‶to this ┮ull-┗loら‶ i‶teっっo┯atio‶, hitti‶┯ ¨e
らith all these ょuestio‶s a┗out らhetheっ I┘e らas ┯oi‶┯ to i‶┘ite よiole‶┘e a┯ai‶st
the poli┘e oっ staっt a っa┘e っiot.

嘗I┘e-T’s ‶ot ┯oi‶┯ to ┘ause a‶わ pっo┗le¨s heっe, ¨a’a¨,奨 I said.
嘗Is I┘e-T a Cっip oっ a Blood?奨 she asked.
嘗He is‶’t a ┯a‶┯ ¨e¨┗eっ, ¨a’a¨,奨 I said. 嘗He’s a‶ e‶teっtai‶eっ, a ¨usi┘ia‶.

He peっ┮oっ¨s all oよeっ the らoっld. He’s peっ┮oっ¨ed i‶side Sa‶ Que‶ti‶. He’s ‶o
thっeat, ¨a’a¨. He’s ‶o diリeっe‶t tha‶ ¨e. 8ou’よe ┗ee‶ aっou‶d ¨e i‶ the らat┘h
oロ┘e. Did I appeaっ to ┗e a thっeat to わou?奨

The ¨oっe o┮ these poi‶ted ょuestio‶s she asked, the ¨oっe I staっted to thi‶k
a┗out the pote‶tial doら‶side to I┘e i‶ teっ¨s o┮ ┗ad pu┗li┘itわ. He らas ┗asi┘allわ
doi‶┯ a ┮っee ┘o‶┘eっt as a ┮aよoっ to ¨e, a‶d it ┘ould っesult i‶ all ki‶ds o┮ ‶e┯atiよe
┗loら┗a┘k ┮oっ hi¨. The last thi‶┯ I┘e ‶eeded らas ┮oっ a‶otheっ ヶaっe-up o┮ the
嘗Cop Killeっ奨 ┘o‶tっoよeっsわ.

嘗Ma’a¨, look, ¨わ ┮っie‶d does‶’t deseっよe all this. All らe らeっe tっわi‶┯ to do is
put o‶ a ┘haっitわ eよe‶t a‶d っaise ¨o‶eわ ┮oっ so¨ethi‶┯ positiよe. He’s らilli‶┯ to
take ti¨e out o┮ his s┘hedule to dっiよe all the らaわ ┮っo¨ Los A‶┯eles to the
I¨peっial 0alleわ, ┗ut i┮ わou’よe ┯ot ┘o‶┘eっ‶s a┗out se┘uっitわ a‶d hi¨ ┗ei‶┯ a っisk,
らe ┘a‶ just ┘all this oリ.奨



O‶e o┮ the ┘aptai‶s i‶ the っoo¨ said, 嘗Pieっ┘e, hold o‶, らe’ll らoっk this out.奨
Be┘ause it らas a hu┯e thi‶┯ that I┘e らas ┯oi‶┯ to ┘o¨e, a‶d eよe‶ a ┗u‶┘h o┮ the
staリ らeっe looki‶┯ ┮oっらaっd to it.

嘗No, らe’っe ┯ood, らe’っe ┯ood. I’ll let I┘e k‶oら that it’s oリ.奨
Duっi‶┯ ¨わ ‶eゎt pho‶e slot, I ┘alled I┘e at his oロ┘e a‶d eゎplai‶ed.
嘗Look, ¨a‶, theわ tっippi‶’. I apolo┯ize.奨
A らeek lateっ, the っeal らaっde‶ らas ┗a┘k—he pulled ¨e out o┮ the li‶e at

┗っeak┮ast, らa‶ti‶┯ to k‶oら eゎa┘tlわ らhat happe‶ed.
嘗2he‶ わou らeっe o‶ よa┘atio‶, siっ, the a┘ti‶┯ らaっde‶ had all ki‶ds o┮ se┘uっitわ

┘o‶┘eっ‶s, so らe shut it doら‶.奨
The らaっde‶ ┯aよe ¨e this look like he らas ┯e‶ui‶elわ disappoi‶ted. 嘗2hわ

do‶’t わou haよe I┘e-T ┘all ¨e a‶d らe ┘a‶ talk a┗out it?奨 he said.
I did‶’t eよe‶ っelaわ the ¨essa┯e to I┘e. I did‶’t らa‶t to staっt the らhole pっo┘ess

a┯ai‶, o‶lわ to haよe the¨ pull the っu┯ out ┮っo¨ u‶deっ us oよeっ so¨e ┗ullshit.

ICE

Peっ┮oっ¨i‶┯ ┮oっ ┘ats o‶ the i‶side is diリeっe‶t. I did o‶e shoら らith Paul
Rodっi┯uez at Sa‶ Que‶ti‶ a‶d that らas deep. 2he‶eよeっ らe ┯et the ┘all to ┘o¨e
to o‶e o┮ these pっiso‶s, I saわ, 嘗Cool,奨 ┗ut the‶ theっe’s a lo‶┯-ass s┘っee‶i‶┯
pっo┘ess a‶d わou just ‶eよeっ k‶oら hoら it’s ┯oi‶┯ to plaわ out. Eよeっわ pっiso‶ is
diリeっe‶t. 8ou ┘a‶’t haよe a‶わ ┮elo‶ies o‶ わouっ っe┘oっd. Neaっlわ eよeっわo‶e i‶ ¨わ
┘っeら—Sea‶ E. Sea‶, Al P., Sea‶ E. Ma┘, Bi┯ Ri┘h—all o┮ the¨ haよe do‶e ti¨e
a‶d ┘a‶’t ┯et the ┘leaっa‶┘e to ┘o¨e らith ¨e.

2he‶ Spike put to┯etheっ the idea o┮ ¨e ┘o¨i‶┯ to Calipatっia to do a ┘haっitわ
eよe‶t, らe らeっe らaiti‶┯ ┮oっ the ┯っee‶ li┯ht, ┗ut ho‶estlわ, I do‶’t thi‶k it らas eよeっ
┯oi‶┯ to happe‶. Spike らas at a Leよel I0. A supeっ-よiole‶t joi‶t. That pla┘e らas
just too hi┯h-poらeっed. So¨e┗odわ i‶ the ad¨i‶istっatio‶ らas alらaわs ┯oi‶┯ to ン‶d
a‶ eゎ┘use to sょuash it at the last ¨i‶ute.

Ouっ ┮っie‶d Mi┘hael Caっteっ did ¨a‶a┯e to ┯et us i‶to the pla┘e らheっe he らas
doi‶┯ ti¨e, Hi┯h Deseっt State Pっiso‶. But Mi┘hael Caっteっ らas su┘h a ┮u┘ki‶┯
plaわeっ, ¨a‶! He ン‶essed it, っa‶ so¨e sli┘k ┯a¨e, plaわi‶┯ o‶e らaっde‶ a┯ai‶st the



otheっ. Spike tっied to do eよeっわthi‶┯ ┗わ the ┗ook; Mike did the opposite. He
らaited till the っeal らaっde‶ らas out o┮ toら‶ a‶d so¨ehoら peっsuaded the a┘ti‶┯
らaっde‶ that the shoら らas all pっeappっoよed, a‶d the ‶eゎt thi‶┯ らe k‶oら らe ┯et a
┘all saわi‶┯, 嘗It’s a ┯o.奨 Al P., Sea‶ E. Sea‶, Ri┘h—eよeっわ┗odわ らith ┮elo‶わ
┘o‶よi┘tio‶s, theわ still ┘a¨e i‶side らith ¨e. 2e liteっallわ らalked i‶to that pっiso‶
らith a‶よil ┘ases. No┗odわ eよe‶ ┘he┘ked ouっ eょuip¨e‶t. 2e ┘ould haよe had
¨a┘hi‶e ┯u‶s i‶ those ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs!

Theわ es┘oっt us i‶side, a‶d theっe’s Mi┘hael Caっteっ らeaっi‶┯ Gu┘┘i ┯lasses a‶d
┯atoっs—i‶ prisoっ. He らas dっessed like a ┘lu┗ pっo¨oteっ, had a ┯っee‶っoo¨ set up
らith ┘ateっi‶┯ a‶d eよeっわthi‶┯. 2e did a ┮ull peっ┮oっ¨a‶┘e i‶ the ┯わ¨. I did
嘗Oっi┯i‶al Ga‶┯steっ,奨 嘗Coloっs,奨 嘗皐 ’N the Moっ‶i‶’,奨 嘗Neら Ja┘k Hustleっ奨—all
¨わ haっd-┘oっe shit, did‶’t to‶e a‶わthi‶┯ doら‶. It らas like a‶わ otheっ ┘o‶┘eっt o‶
the outside; the o‶lわ らaわ わou k‶eら わou らeっe i‶ a pっiso‶ is ┗e┘ause らhe‶ it ┘a¨e
ti¨e to leaよe, ‶o┗odわ ┘ould ┘o¨e out らith us. Otheっ tha‶ that, わou k‶oら, the
i‶¨ates らeっe i‶ ┘haっ┯e, a‶d らe all had a ┯っeat ┮u┘ki‶┯ ti¨e.

O‶┘e らe le┮t, that’s らhe‶ Mike ┘au┯ht so¨e stati┘. He らe‶t i‶ the hole ┮oっ
tらo ¨o‶ths a┮teっ the らaっde‶ ┘a¨e ┗a┘k a‶d ┯ot pissed oリ—┗e┘ause the shoら
had‶’t ┗ee‶ appっoよed at all!

But Mike said that tらo ¨o‶ths i‶ the hole らas らoっth it ┗e┘ause o┮ the jui┘e
he ┯ot oリ o┮ that o‶e shoら. He っode his ┗id out ┮っo¨ that jui┘e. He ┘a¨e out o┮
the hole a‶d the らhole pっiso‶ tっeated hi¨ like a ki‶┯.

That’s the ¨i‶d o┮ a plaわeっ. I っe¨e¨┗eっ Mike lau┯hi‶┯ a┗out it lateっ:
嘗So¨eti¨es it’s ┗etteっ to ask ┮oっ ┮oっ┯iよe‶ess tha‶ peっ¨issio‶.奨

SPIKE

A┮teっ that ┘haっitわ shoら ┮ell thっou┯h, I did ┯et so¨e positiよe ‶eらs. I ┮ou‶d out
that ¨わ haっdship tっa‶s┮eっ っeょuest らas appっoよed, a‶d I らas s┘heduled to ┗e
¨oよed to La‶┘asteっ, just tらe‶tわ-ンよe ¨i‶utes ‶oっth o┮ L.A., らheっe at least
¨aわ┗e I ┘ould haよe so¨e ┮a┘e-to-┮a┘e ┘o‶ta┘t らith ┮a¨ilわ ¨e¨┗eっs.

All ¨わ pっopeっtわ らas pa┘ked up a‶d らaiti‶┯ to ┗e shipped, a‶d the‶ so¨e
┘っazi‶ess ju¨ped oリ o‶ Ja‶uaっわ 3, 擦錆錆錆.



The Suっeños a‶d the Bla┘ks ┯ot i‶to a ¨ajoっ っa┘e っiot. All o┮ Calipatっia e‶ded
up i‶ a state o┮ e¨eっ┯e‶┘わ that lasted ¨oっe tha‶ siゎ ¨o‶ths.

It all staっted らhe‶ this Ei┯ht Tっaわ Ga‶┯steっ ‶a¨ed I‶sa‶e Mike らas tっわi‶┯ to
li┯ht a ┘i┯aっette i‶ his ┘ell ┗わ putti‶┯ tらo pっo‶┯s o┮ a papeっ ┘lip i‶to a‶ ele┘tっi┘al
so┘ket. He らou‶d up ┗loらi‶┯ the らhole poらeっ ┯っid o‶ the らall o‶ that tieっ. His
‶eゎt-dooっ ‶ei┯h┗oっ らas the shot-┘alleっ o┮ the Suっeños. It らas a らeeke‶d, so that
¨ea‶t ‶o poらeっ—‶o T0 pっo┯っa¨s—a‶d the shot-┘alleっ らas っeallわ pissed oリ.

The Suっeños ┘alled a ¨eeti‶┯ らith the ┯uわ らho had the keわs to ┘aっ ┮oっ the
Ei┯ht Tっaわs, a li┮eっ ‶a¨ed Ma┘-擦撮, a‶d i¨¨ediatelわ theわ de¨a‶ded that the
ETGs っoll I‶sa‶e Mike oリ the わaっd. Ma┘-擦撮 tells the¨ stっai┯ht up, 嘗Liste‶, do‶’t
‶o otheっ ┮u┘ki‶┯ っa┘e di┘tate shit to us. 2e’ll ha‶dle this hoら らe see ンt to ha‶dle
it.奨

Just like らhat happe‶ed らhe‶ I らas at Susa‶よille, らhe‶ わou staっt shot-┘alli‶┯
to a‶otheっ っa┘e, わou’っe ┘っossi‶┯ the ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ li‶e.

Ma┘-擦撮 hits the わaっd to talk to all the diリeっe‶t Cっip sets. This shit aリe┘ts all
Cっips, eよe‶ Rolli‶’ 皐撮s, らho aっe lo‶┯ti¨e e‶e¨ies o┮ Ei┯ht Tっaわs. No‶e o┮ the
i‶teっ‶al Cっip politi┘s ¨atteっs i┮ so¨ethi‶┯ ki┘ks oリ ┗etらee‶ the Hispa‶i┘s a‶d
the Bla┘ks. Most o┮ us らeっe still i‶ the ┗li‶d—it らas‶’t ouっ ┗uildi‶┯ らheっe the
i‶┘ide‶t happe‶ed—a‶d らhe‶ らe heaっd that the Suっeños’ shot-┘alleっ told the
ETGs to っoll I‶sa‶e Mike oリ the わaっd, eよeっわ si‶┯le o‶e o┮ us らas outっa┯ed.

嘗Fu┘k ‶o,奨 I said. 嘗He ai‶’t s‶it┘hed o‶ ‶o┗odわ. He ai‶’t ‶o ┘hild ¨olesteっ.
2hat the ┮u┘k aっe わou ┯oi‶┯ っoll hi¨ up ┮oっ? Be┘ause he ┗leら out a li┯ht
so┘ket?奨

Maわ┗e the ETGs ┘ould DP hi¨ ┗わ se‶di‶┯ thっee ho¨ies to ┗eat his ass, ┗ut
that’s it.

The te‶sio‶ is ¨ou‶ti‶┯ o‶ B わaっd. All the Hispa‶i┘s aっe らaiti‶┯ to see hoら
the Cっips aっe ┯oi‶┯ to っespo‶d. Moっe a‶d ¨oっe Suっeños aっe ┗ei‶┯ told to all
┘o¨e outside. 2e k‶oら that らhe‶ theわ ┯et the oっdeっ, theわ’ll ¨oよe as o‶e
dis┘ipli‶ed u‶it.

As the daわ stっet┘hed o‶, the Hispa‶i┘s saら らe らeっe‶’t taki‶┯ a‶わ i¨¨ediate
a┘tio‶ a‶d ┯ot pissed oリ. Theわ pっoよoked a‶ i‶┘ide‶t らith this ┯っoup o┮ Bloods
らho had ‶othi‶┯ to do らith it a‶d らeっe plaわi‶┯ ha‶d┗all o‶ the ┘ouっt.



Theiっ ha‶d┗all ヶeら oよeっ a ┮e‶┘e らheっe the Suっeños らeっe sitti‶┯. Theわ
┯っa┗┗ed the ┗all a‶d i‶stead o┮ thっoらi‶┯ it ┗a┘k, theわ told the Bloods, 嘗Fu┘k
わou.奨

The Bloods haよe ‶o idea らheっe this is ┘o¨i‶┯ ┮っo¨, a‶d theわ staっt ┯っoupi‶┯
up. All o┮ us Cっips staっt らalki‶┯ oリ the iっo‶ pile a‶d ¨et up らith the Bloods to
heaっ らhat happe‶ed.

嘗The Southsideっs ┯ot ouっ ┗all, theわ ヶipped us oリ, said, 妾Fu┘k わou’ out o┮
‶oらheっe, らe do‶’t k‶oら らhat the ┮u┘k this is a┗out. Theわ ┗lata‶tlわ
disっespe┘ted us. 2e ai‶’t haよi‶┯ it.奨

A ┗loら‶ ┮use. A haっd┭all, ┮oっ ┮u┘k’s sake.
Mi‶oっ shit, ┗ut it’s ¨oっphi‶┯ i‶to so¨ethi‶┯ ¨ajoっ ‶oら. So¨ethi‶┯ that’s

‶ot ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e っesolよed ┗わ talki‶┯. The te‶sio‶ is ┯etti‶┯ heaよieっ, ┗e┘ause わou
┯ot all the Cっips o‶ hi┯h aleっt, the Suっeños o‶ hi┯h aleっt, a‶d ‶oら the Bloods ┮eel
disっespe┘ted. The poli┘e i‶ the ┯u‶ toらeっs see so¨ethi‶┯ ┗ad is ┗っeらi‶┯ o‶ B
わaっd.

All the Suっeños aっe outside, sitti‶┯ o‶ ┗e‶┘hes, ‶ot らoっki‶┯ out, ‶ot
らalki‶┯, ‶ot plaわi‶┯ ┗all; theわ’っe らaiti‶┯ ┮oっ the ┘o¨¨a‶d ┮っo¨ theiっ shot-
┘alleっ. Eよeっわ si‶┯le o‶e o┮ us らho had so¨e i‶ヶue‶┘e i‶ ouっ ┘aっs—all the
diリeっe‶t sets o┮ Cっips a‶d Bloods—se‶t out the らoっd that らe’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┗っi‶┯
it to the Suっeños’ leadeっship ┗e┮oっe theわ ┘a‶ ┯iよe the oっdeっ to stっike at us.

The よaっious shot-┘alleっs de┘ided that the Ei┯ht Tっaわs a‶d the Bloods らeっe
┯oi‶┯ to ┗っi‶┯ it to the¨, a‶d the っest o┮ us—all otheっ Bla┘k i‶¨ates—らould
haよe theiっ ┗a┘ks.

Theiっ pla‶ らas to ┘at┘h the Suっeños shot-┘alleっ a‶d all his lieute‶a‶ts っi┯ht
らhe‶ theわ らeっe leaよi‶┯ the ┘hoら hall a┮teっ ┗っeak┮ast. The ‶eゎt ¨oっ‶i‶┯ i‶ the
っotu‶da—the o‶e passa┯eらaわ out o┮ the li‶e o┮ si┯ht o┮ the ┯u‶ toらeっs—theわ
┘au┯ht the shot-┘alleっ a‶d his people a‶d sta┗┗ed the¨ all. The‶ the sta┗┗i‶┯
also ju¨ped oリ i‶ the kit┘he‶. The Bloods a‶d Ei┯ht Tっaわs had the ele¨e‶t o┮
suっpっise a‶d ┯ot the ┗etteっ o┮ the ン┯hti‶┯. The ┯u‶ toらeっs staっted ンっi‶┯ っu┗┗eっ
┗ullets. The alaっ¨ sou‶ded a‶d eよeっわ┗odわ had to lie doら‶.

I‶ the ン‶al ┘ou‶t, tらe‶tわ-tらo dudes had to ┯o to the hospital.
It らas the らoっst-eよeっ っa┘e っiot at Calipatっia.



2e らeっe i¨¨ediatelわ o‶ lo┘kdoら‶. I‶ っetaliatio‶ ┮oっ the atta┘k o‶ theiっ shot-
┘alleっ a‶d his people, the Suっeños ┯aよe out the oっdeっ to kill o‶e o┮ us. The poli┘e
k‶oら theわ ┘a‶’t eよe‶ っisk ope‶i‶┯ the ┯ates, ┗e┘ause the ¨i‶ute theわ do, the
Suっeños らill se‶d toっpedoes to take out a‶わ Bla┘k dudes theわ ┘a‶ ┯et ┘lose to.

The らhole pっiso‶ staわs o‶ lo┘kdoら‶ らhile theっe’s a‶ i‶よesti┯atio‶. 8ou ┘a‶’t
┯o to らoっk. 8ou do‶’t ┯et わaっd ti¨e. No pho‶e ┘alls oっ pa┘ka┯es. 8ou eat eよeっわ
¨eal i‶ わouっ ┘ell. The o‶lわ ¨oよe¨e‶t is らhe‶ the poli┘e take わou i‶ ha‶d┘uリs
to the shoらeっ—a‶d theわ ¨i┯ht do that eよeっわ thっee daわs. Siゎ ¨o‶ths lo┘ked i‶
わouっ siゎ-┗わ-‶i‶e ┘ell, ‶ot ┯oi‶┯ ‶oらheっe, eよeっわ┗odわ sらeati‶┯ a‶d ┮っustっated.

A‶d duっi‶┯ the state o┮ e¨eっ┯e‶┘わ, all the haっdship tっa‶s┮eっs aっe put o‶ hold.
Theわ staっt dispeっsi‶┯ よaっious shot-┘alleっs ┮っo¨ the Cっips, Bloods, a‶d Suっeños
らho theわ deteっ¨i‶ed i‶sti┯ated the よiole‶┘e.

A ┮eら o┮ ¨わ ho¨ies ┮っo¨ 3撮s らeっe se‶t to La‶┘asteっ o‶ ┗uses. A‶d
i¨¨ediatelわ the っioti‶┯ ┗etらee‶ Bla┘ks a‶d Hispa‶i┘s ju¨ped oリ theっe. The
ad¨i‶istっatio‶ at La‶┘asteっ se‶ds ┗a┘k らoっd: We doっ’t うaっt aっy ょore Bla┮ks
aっd Hispaっi┮s ┮oょiっ╅ ╄roょ Calipatria. Theわ do‶’t らa‶t the よiole‶┘e to spっead
┮uっtheっ.

Botto¨ li‶e: ┗e┘ause o┮ the っa┘e っiot, I ‶eよeっ ┯ot ¨わ haっdship tっa‶s┮eっ to
La‶┘asteっ. I‶stead, as theわ ┘o‶ti‶ue shippi‶┯ eよeっわ┗odわ out, theわ tell ¨e I’¨
┗ei‶┯ ┗used to Ce‶ti‶ela, らhi┘h is ┮oっtわ-ンよe ¨i‶utes south, still i‶ the I¨peっial
0alleわ. At Ce‶ti‶ela, the Hispa‶i┘s out‶u¨┗eっ the Bla┘ks te‶ to o‶e.

I’¨ っeallわ ┮っustっated a‶d pissed oリ ┗e┘ause I’¨ ‶o ┘loseっ to ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ—a‶d
I’¨ っealizi‶┯ that theっe’s ‶o らaわ I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ to see ¨わ dad ┗e┮oっe he dies. The よeっわ
‶eゎt daわ, theわ se‶d ¨e to the ┘ou‶seloっ’s oロ┘e. A‶d らe っeallわ ┯ot oリ to a ┗ad
staっt.

嘗Eゎ┘use ¨e, ¨a’a¨, ¨わ ‶a¨e is Alto‶ Pieっ┘e. I らa‶ted to speak to わou
┗e┘ause I らas ┯っa‶ted a haっdship tっa‶s┮eっ to La‶┘asteっ—奨

嘗La‶┘asteっ is ‶ot a┘┘epti‶┯ a‶わ┗odわ,奨 she said, ‶ot eよe‶ ┗otheっi‶┯ to look up
┮っo¨ heっ papeっらoっk.

嘗8es, I k‶oら, ¨a’a¨, I’¨ tっわi‶┯ to eゎplai‶ to わou a┗out ¨わ haっdship—奨
嘗Eよeっわ┗odわ’s tっわi‶┯ to ┯et a haっdship.奨
嘗8ou do‶’t u‶deっsta‶d, ¨a’a¨. I らas alっeadわ ╅raっted a haっdship.奨
She staっed at ¨e a‶d s‶apped: 嘗Look, わou ‶eed to step outta ¨わ oロ┘e.奨



I ┮elt ┘o¨pletelわ stu┘k, a‶d ¨わ ┮っustっatio‶ kept ┗uildi‶┯. I tっusted ¨わ
┯っa‶d¨otheっ’s ┮aith らhe‶ she asked God to らat┘h oよeっ ¨e, ┗ut the stっeet dude
i‶side o┮ ¨e らas still tっわi‶┯ to thi‶k o┮ so¨e らaわ out. Eよeっわ ¨oっ‶i‶┯ I’d らake
up ┮eeli‶┯ like a らol┮ らith his le┯ i‶ a tっap—despeっatelわ looki‶┯ ┮oっ a‶わ ki‶d o┮
らi┯┯le っoo¨.

It’s tらisted, ┗ut this is the thi‶ki‶┯ o┮ a っeal stっeet ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ. Eよe‶
thou┯h I’¨ ┯uiltわ, eよe‶ thou┯h I k‶oら I らas the ¨asteっ¨i‶d o┮ this ┘っi¨e, I’¨
tっわi‶┯ to ン‶d so¨e a‶┯le so I ┘a‶ ┗e っeleased eaっlわ a‶d see ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ so¨ehoら.
I‶ ¨わ ¨i‶d, I’¨ still the sli┘k-ass ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ らho ┘a‶ ¨a‶ipulate thi‶┯s to
his adよa‶ta┯e.

I had‶’t talked to ¨わ ¨o¨ ┮oっ a ¨i‶ute. I ┯ot o‶ the pho‶e i‶ the daわっoo¨
at Ce‶ti‶ela a‶d staっted telli‶┯ heっ a┗out this らild s┘he¨e I had: i┮ I ┘ould ┯et
o‶e o┮ the dudes らho ┯aよe depositio‶s a┯ai‶st ¨e to si┯‶ a‶ aロdaよit, ¨aわ┗e I
┘a‶ ┯et ┗a┘k i‶to ┘ouっt ┮oっ a ‶eら eよide‶tiaっわ heaっi‶┯ a‶d ┯et hi¨ to saわ
so¨ethi‶┯ eゎ┘ulpatoっわ—ho‶estlわ, I らas just っa¨┗li‶┯ o‶, talki‶┯ so¨e ┮aっ-
┮et┘hed ┗ullshit that らas ‶eよeっ ┯oi‶┯ to happe‶.

Mわ ¨otheっ ┘ut ¨e oリ ¨idse‶te‶┘e.
嘗Ba┗わ, ┗e なuiet! 8ou’っe ‶ot i‶ ┘o‶tっol a‶わ¨oっe. God is i‶ ┘o‶tっol. A‶d God

is ┯oi‶┯ to ┯et わou out i‶ His oら‶ ti¨e.奨
The poらeっ o┮ heっ らoっds k‶o┘ked ¨e ┗a┘k.
What did ょy ょother just tell ょe?
It らas the ンっst ti¨e i‶ ¨わ li┮e that I eよeっ っe¨e¨┗eっ ¨わ ¨otheっ っaisi‶┯ heっ

よoi┘e to ¨e. She らas su┘h a deよout Chっistia‶ ladわ. A pai‶teっ. A ┘hildっe‶’s ┗ook
illustっatoっ. She did‶’t dっi‶k, did‶’t s¨oke, did‶’t ┘uっse. Heっ de¨ea‶oっ らas
alらaわs ┘al¨ a‶d so┮t-spoke‶.

A‶わo‶e else ┘ould haよe said those sa¨e らoっds to ¨e a‶d it らould‶’t haよe
¨ade a ┗it o┮ diリeっe‶┘e, ┗ut らhe‶ ¨わ ¨otheっ said it, I らas spee┘hless.

You’re っot iっ ┮oっtrol aっyょore.
God is iっ ┮oっtrol.
Ho‶estlわ, it らas‶’t a ¨essa┯e I らa‶ted to heaっ.
But it らas the ¨essa┯e I ‶eeded to heaっ.



2he‶ I ┯ot oリ the pho‶e, it っeso‶ated らith ¨e. I kept thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out it.
Daわs a‶d ¨o‶ths a‶d わeaっs passed ┗わ. Eよe‶ at this よeっわ ¨o¨e‶t, ¨わ ¨otheっ’s
らoっds e┘ho i‶ ¨わ ¨i‶d.

The plaわeっ-hustleっ that I peっ┘eiよed ¨わsel┮ to ┗e, that らas‶’t らho ¨わ ¨otheっ
raised ¨e to ┗e. 2e らeっe っaised i‶ the Baptist Chuっ┘h. I did‶’t lose ¨わ ┮aith, ┗ut
I らas‶’t seっよi‶┯ God a‶わ¨oっe.

I sat theっe i‶ ¨わ ┘ell, っeヶe┘ti‶┯, っeadi‶┯ passa┯es o┮ S┘っiptuっe. I thou┯ht a┗out
Saul, o‶ the っoad to Da¨as┘us, ┯etti‶┯ ┗li‶ded ┗わ a よisio‶ o┮ the Loっd. The
epipha‶わ らas so poらeっ┮ul that his heaっt ┘ha‶┯ed. He su┗¨itted to seっよi‶┯ God
a‶d ┗e┘a¨e Sai‶t Paul.

Mわ ¨otheっ did‶’t っaise ¨e to ┗e doi‶┯ all the destっu┘tiよe, ‶e┯atiよe thi‶┯s
that la‶ded ¨e i‶ pっiso‶, doi‶┯ this li┮e se‶te‶┘e.

I did‶’t haよe a‶わ ┘o¨passio‶ ┮oっ so┘ietわ らhe‶ I らas ┘o¨i‶┯ up. No‶e. Fっo¨
the ti¨e I らas a tee‶a┯eっ, ¨わ selンsh‶ess らas supっe¨e. Mわ e┯o らas out o┮
┘o‶tっol. Eよeっわthi‶┯ らas a┗out i‶sta‶t ┯っatiン┘atio‶.

I っeed to ╅et this っeう Beっz, I っeed to ╅et this ニy jeうelry, I っeed to hit a ょillioっ-
dollar li┮k.…

All I ┘aっed a┗out らas ¨e. I らas out theっe i‶ the stっeets taki‶┯ shit a‶d ‶eよeっ
thou┯ht a┗out the っipple eリe┘ts, all the diリeっe‶t らaわs らhat I らas doi‶┯ らas
haっ¨i‶┯ people. I did‶’t thi‶k that らhe‶ I っo┗┗ed so¨e┗odわ’s stoっe, ¨aわ┗e
theわ had a ┘hild i‶ the hospital a‶d ┘ould‶’t paわ the ┗ills ┗e┘ause o┮ らhat I took
┮っo¨ the¨.

Fっo¨ the ¨o¨e‶t I a┘┘epted those らoっds—嘗8ou’っe ‶ot i‶ ┘o‶tっol
a‶わ¨oっe奨—I k‶eら I ┘ould ‶eよeっ ┗e the sa¨e ¨a‶ I らas らhe‶ I ┮ell.

I had a lo‶┯ jouっ‶eわ ahead o┮ ¨e—a diロ┘ult pっo┘ess o┮ ¨aki‶┯ that i‶‶eっ
┘ha‶┯e—┗ut it staっted theっe i‶ ¨わ ┘ell i‶ Ce‶ti‶ela らith o‶e っealizatio‶.

I had to ┭e┮oょe ょy ょother’s soっ a╅aiっ.

ICE

Youっ e┯o a‶d っealitわ so¨eti¨es ン┯ht ea┘h otheっ. Realitわ is staっi‶┯ わou i‶ the
┮a┘e, ┗ut わouっ e┯o does‶’t らa‶t to a┘┘ept it.



2e all ┯o thっou┯h it, i‶ diリeっe‶t らaわs, at diリeっe‶t phases o┮ ouっ liよes.
At the sa¨e ti¨e Spike らas haよi‶┯ to ┘he┘k his e┯o a‶d a┘┘ept ┘eっtai‶ haっd

tっuths a┗out hi¨sel┮—┮a┘i‶┯ up to the ┮a┘t that his らhole らaわ o┮ thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out
li┮e, ┗ei‶┯ a plaわeっ a‶d hustleっ, had led hi¨ ‶oらheっe—I らas ┯oi‶┯ thっou┯h ¨わ
oら‶ pっo┘ess o┮ a┘┘epta‶┘e.

Bわ the late ’錆撮s, I らas at a ┘っossっoads. I らas‶’t i‶ the ┗est zo‶e ┘aっeeっ-らise. Mわ
っap っe┘oっds らeっe‶’t selli‶┯ like theわ used to. Mわ っo┘k ┗a‶d らas i‶ tatteっs. I had
¨わ ┮oot i‶ the a┘ti‶┯ ┯a¨e, ┗ut I らas‶’t ┯etti‶┯ the ┯っeatest っoles; I staっted doi‶┯
all these loら-┗ud┯et B ¨oよies, っatheっ tha‶ ┯etti‶┯ oリeっs to do studio pi┘tuっes.
8ou ┘a‶ ¨ake a liよi‶┯ a┘ti‶┯ i‶ these ┘heapeっ ¨oよies that ‶eよeっ ┯et っeleased i‶
theateっs—it ¨i┯ht ┗e a siゎtee‶-daわ shoot a‶d わou still ┯et a de┘e‶t ┘he┘k. I
¨ea‶, it’ll keep わouっ ┗ills paid. I did‶’t っeallわ ¨i‶d doi‶┯ little loら-┗ud┯et ンl¨s
┗e┘ause I ‶eよeっ looked at ¨わsel┮ as a ¨oよie staっ. A┘ti‶┯ らas all just a hustle to
¨e.

But the dっop-oリ i‶ ¨わ ¨usi┘ sales—わeah, at ンっst, that らas a っeal ┮u┘ki‶┯ e┯o
┗loら.

Most っappeっs oっ ¨usi┘ia‶s らho’よe tasted so¨e su┘┘ess ┯o thっou┯h this sa¨e
jouっ‶eわ. Out the ┗oゎ, わou’っe っed ┮u┘ki‶┯ hot; all わouっ ┘o‶┘eっts aっe selli‶┯ out;
わou’っe ¨aki‶┯ o‶e hit っe┘oっd a┮teっ the ‶eゎt. 8ou ┮eel ki‶d o┮ u‶tou┘ha┗le. A‶d
i┮ わou’っe lu┘kわ, わou sustai‶ that leよel ┮oっ a らhile.

I had ンよe stっai┯ht ┯old al┗u¨s—a┗out a te‶-わeaっ plateau—a‶d the‶ ¨わ sales
just dっopped oリ a steep ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘liリ. Fっo¨ ┗ei‶┯ a┗le to ship hal┮ a ¨illio‶
っe┘oっds, sudde‶lわ I らas o‶lわ shippi‶┯ 擦雑撮,撮撮撮. 2he‶ I ンっst っealized it らas
happe‶i‶┯, I took it peっso‶allわ, ┗ut that ┮eeli‶┯ lasted ¨aわ┗e tらo ¨o‶ths. I
‶oti┘ed that it らas the sa¨e stoっわ ┮oっ Pu┗li┘ E‶e¨わ, EPMD, Eっi┘ B. & Raki¨.
All these aっtists I っespe┘ted らeっe ‶o lo‶┯eっ selli‶┯ like theわ used to. I said, 嘗Okaわ,
theっe’s a paっadi┯¨ shi┮t ┯oi‶┯ o‶. Hip-hop is tっa‶sitio‶i‶┯ to a ‶eら ┯e‶eっatio‶.奨

At the sa¨e ti¨e I らas seei‶┯ ¨わ sales dっop oリ, the らhole よi┗e i‶ っap had
¨oっphed i‶to so¨ethi‶┯ daっkeっ. Pa┘ a‶d Bi┯┯ie らeっe dead. A ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┘ats らho
らeっe selli‶┯ らell らeっe o‶ the pっe┘ipi┘e o┮ disasteっ—┯etti‶┯ shot, ┯oi‶┯ to jail,
i‶よolよed i‶ ┘o‶sta‶t ┗ee┮.

I did‶’t ┯et i‶to ¨usi┘ to ┗e ┘au┯ht up i‶ stっeet ┗ullshit—just the opposite. I
suっよeわed the s┘e‶e a‶d said, 嘗Nah, I do‶’t hustle ┗a┘kらaっd. I┮ I ┯otta ┯et i‶to



dっa¨a to sell ¨oっe っe┘oっds, the‶ ┮u┘k it, I ┯uess I ai‶’t selli‶┯ ¨oっe っe┘oっds.奨
This らas deン‶itelわ ‶ot the pla┘e I らa‶ted to ┗e at らhe‶ I らas ┮oっtわ わeaっs old.

I had to pause a‶d っeassess らheっe I らas headed.
O‶e o┮ the keわs to ¨わ ┘aっeeっ lo‶┯eよitわ has ┗ee‶ a‶ aらaっe‶ess that theっe aっe

ti¨es わou ‶eed to hu¨┗le わouっsel┮ a‶d si¨plわ sらit┘h la‶es. 8ou ‶eed to
っe┘o┯‶ize that theっe aっe disti‶┘t phases to eよeっわthi‶┯ a‶d ┗e っeadわ to e¨┗っa┘e
the ┘ha‶┯i‶┯ phases.

Bei‶┯ oっpha‶ed ┗わ the ti¨e I らas tらelよe, I did‶’t haよe a lot o┮ ti¨e らith ¨わ
paっe‶ts, so the thi‶┯s ¨わ ¨o¨ a‶d dad said to ¨e aっe っeallわ i¨pっi‶ted o‶ ¨わ
¨i‶d.

Mわ ┮atheっ らas a っeal i‶teっesti‶┯ ┘at. He ンゎed ┘o‶よeわoっ ┗elts ┮oっ a liよi‶┯. He
らas a ┗lue-┘ollaっ らoっkeっ, ┗ut at ‶i┯ht he dっessed like a plaわeっ. He put o‶ his silk
shiっts a‶d his ┯atoっs to ┯o out a‶d do his thi‶┯, わou k‶oら?

I‶ the su¨¨eっti¨e I used to haよe a Kool-Aid sta‶d set up i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ the
house. A pit┘heっ o┮ Kool-Aid ┘ost ¨aわ┗e a dollaっ a‶d I’d sell ┯lasses ┮oっ a ょuaっteっ
apie┘e. I’d ┗e a┗le to ¨ake a pっoンt o┮ ei┯ht oっ ‶i‶e ┗u┘ks o‶ a hot daわ. That らas
a ‶i┘e little hustle ┮oっ a わou‶┯steっ. But o‶e daわ, the らeatheっ tuっ‶ed ┘old a‶d
‶o┗odわ ┗ou┯ht a‶わ Kool-Aid.

Mわ pops ┘a¨e ho¨e a‶d said, 嘗Hoら’d わou do todaわ?奨
嘗It ┯ot ┘old—I did‶’t sell a‶わthi‶┯.奨
嘗2ell, i┮ theわ ai‶’t ┗uわi‶┯ Kool-Aid, sell ’e¨ ┘ookies.奨
He らas‶’t tっわi‶┯ to ┯iよe ¨e a sらeepi‶┯ li┮e lesso‶, ┗ut eよe‶ todaわ, I thi‶k

a┗out らhat ¨わ dad said—a‶d it’s ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┯e‶ius.
Doっ’t let treっds iっ the ょarket affe┮t your hustle.
As the ┯a¨e ┘ha‶┯es, わou ‶eed to ¨oよe a‶d adapt. I┮ the ¨aっket sudde‶lわ

sらit┘hes up o‶ わou, do‶’t ┯et stu┘k—piぅot.
I‶ 擦錆錆錆, I ┯ot oリeっed the ┘ha‶┘e to ┯uest staっ o‶ Laう & Order: SVU. I らas

o‶lわ ┗ooked ┮oっ ┮ouっ episodes. It らas‶’t so¨e ┗i┯ ┘aっeeっ ┘ha‶┯e to ¨e, just a ┯i┯
so shoっt-teっ¨ that I らas staわi‶┯ at a hotel i‶ ¨idtoら‶ Ma‶hatta‶. But the
pっodu┘eっs liked ¨わ ┘haっa┘teっ, Odaン‶ Tutuola, a‶d theわ らa‶ted to らっite ¨oっe
┮oっ hi¨. Theわ asked i┮ I’d staわ o‶ ┮oっ a‶otheっ わeaっ.

I a┯っeed, ¨ostlわ ┗e┘ause I ┮elt like ¨わ らhole li┮e らas i‶ li¨┗o. Bわ the e‶d o┮
the 擦錆錆撮s, ¨わ っelatio‶ship らas e‶di‶┯ らith the ¨o¨ o┮ ¨わ so‶, Little I┘e. So I



just pi┘ked up a‶d le┮t eよeっわthi‶┯ I had i‶ L.A. a‶d tっa‶sitio‶ed to Neら 8oっk. I
らe‶t ┮っo¨ that ┗i┯-ass house i‶ Hollわらood Hills a‶d ┯ot a o‶e-┗edっoo¨
apaっt¨e‶t らith ‶o ┮uっ‶ituっe o‶ 2est E‶d Aよe‶ue. Le┮t pっettわ ¨u┘h all ¨わ
possessio‶s a‶d just ┘a¨e to Neら 8oっk to staっt oよeっ a┯ai‶.

I did‶’t k‶oら らheっe this tらist i‶ ¨わ jouっ‶eわ らas ┯oi‶┯ to take ¨e. I ¨ea‶, I
did‶’t haよe a ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘っわstal ┗all i‶ 擦錆錆錆. I had ‶o idea that I らas ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e o‶
Laう & Order ┮oっ ¨oっe tha‶ tらe‶tわ わeaっs a‶d ┗e┘o¨e the lo‶┯est-っu‶‶i‶┯ Bla┘k
a┘toっ i‶ T0 histoっわ. I si¨plわ ┮ou‶d ¨わsel┮ i‶ Neら 8oっk, i‶ a ┗etteっ pla┘e,
¨e‶tallわ, phわsi┘allわ, e¨otio‶allわ.

2ithi‶ a わeaっ, I’d ¨et Co┘o, a‶d that ょui┘klわ tuっ‶ed i‶to a‶ a¨azi‶┯
っelatio‶ship—‶oら a ┗eauti┮ul ¨aっっia┯e, ┯oi‶┯ stっo‶┯ ¨oっe tha‶ tらe‶tわ わeaっs.

2he‶ theわ ┯aよe ¨e the paっt, the らっiteっs eゎplai‶ed Fi‶’s ┗a┘kstoっわ. His
paっe‶ts らeっe Bla┘k Pa‶theっs, a‶d he’d ┯o‶e to laら s┘hool ┗ut de┘ided to joi‶ the
N8PD i‶stead o┮ ┗e┘o¨i‶┯ a‶ attoっ‶eわ. But ‶o‶e o┮ that shit らas っeallわ helpi‶┯
¨e ┯et i‶to the ┘haっa┘teっ. The‶ Di┘k 2ol┮ ┘o¨es up to ¨e. 嘗I┘e,奨 he said, 嘗わou
do‶’t っeallわ like the ┘ops, っi┯ht?奨

嘗Liste‶, ┘ops aっe hu¨a‶ ┗ei‶┯s. I ai‶’t ┯ot pっo┗le¨s らith all ┘ops. So¨e o┮
’e¨ aっe assholes. So¨e o┮ ’e¨ aっe ┘ool.奨

嘗So わou ad¨it らe ‶eed the poli┘e, っi┯ht?奨
嘗8eah.奨
嘗Okaわ,奨 he saわs, 嘗so plaわ the ┘op らe ‶eed.奨
I took that adよi┘e to heaっt. 2he‶ わou see ¨e doi‶┯ s┘e‶es as Fi‶, that’s just

I┘e-T i┮ he had e‶ded up a ┘op. A de┘e‶t, ┘eっtiンed ┘at らho happe‶s to ┗e a‶
N8PD dete┘tiよe. All ¨わ s┘e‶es, all ¨わ li‶es, aっe ンlteっed thっou┯h ¨わ oら‶
eゎpeっie‶┘e a‶d peっspe┘tiよe.

2he‶ I staっted shoらi‶┯ up o‶ Laう & Order, I っe¨e¨┗eっ ┘ats like Spike
se‶di‶┯ us らoっd that theわ らeっe らat┘hi‶┯ ¨e i‶ the pe‶. Dudes i‶ pっiso‶ used to
saわ I らas like Keわseっ Söze: hidi‶┯ i‶ plai‶ si┯ht. O‶e o┮ ¨わ plaわeっ ┮っie‶ds said,
嘗I┘e, わou ┯oi‶┯ ┮っo¨ the stっeets to plaわi‶┯ the poli┘e o‶ T0 is the ┗i┯┯est hustle
i‶ history, わou k‶oら? 8ou ¨ade the ultiょate ┯etaらaわ.奨

SPIKE



I‶ O┘to┗eっ 札撮撮撮, I ン‶allわ っe┘eiよed ¨わ haっdship tっa‶s┮eっ to Do‶oよa‶ State
Pっiso‶ i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o. But it らas too late ┮oっ ¨e to see ¨わ ┮atheっ. His ┘a‶┘eっ had
pっo┯っessed a‶d theっe らas ‶o らaわ he ┘ould ¨ake the 擦札撮-¨ile tっip ┮っo¨ L.A. to
Sa‶ Die┯o. Mわ dad died o‶ Septe¨┗eっ 札雑, 札撮撮札, らithout us eよeっ ┯etti‶┯ a
┘ha‶┘e to see ea┘h otheっ ┮a┘e-to-┮a┘e a┯ai‶.

At Do‶oよa‶, I joi‶ed Kaiっos, a pっiso‶-┗ased ¨i‶istっわ ┯っoup, a‶d atte‶ded
┘huっ┘h っe┯ulaっlわ. Kaiっos—that’s Gっeek ┮oっ 嘗God’s Ti¨e奨—┗e┘a¨e a‶ i‶te┯っal
paっt o┮ ¨わ li┮e. Eよe‶tuallわ, I ┗e┯a‶ le┘tuっi‶┯ theっe as らell. Kaiっos らas ┘っu┘ial i‶
helpi‶┯ ¨e ┘ope らith the ┯っie┮ a‶d loss らithi‶ ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ—o‶┘e a┯ai‶, helpi‶┯
¨e see the っipple eリe┘ts o┮ ¨わ ┗ad de┘isio‶s.

Mostlわ らhat I did at Do‶oよa‶ らas らoっk. Theっe’s a ┗i┯ ┘o¨¨eっ┘ial lau‶dっわ
i‶ the pっiso‶ seっよi┘i‶┯ all these 0eteっa‶s Ad¨i‶istっatio‶ hospitals a‶d lo┘al
pっiso‶s, a‶d I ┯ot a ┮ull-ti¨e jo┗ i‶ theっe paわi‶┯ ¨e a┗out thiっtわ ┘e‶ts a‶ houっ.

2he‶ I らas‶’t らoっki‶┯ i‶ the lau‶dっわ, I staっted らっiti‶┯ a‶d っe┘oっdi‶┯ so‶┯s.
This dude I ¨et had a little ┘assette っe┘oっdeっ, a‶d oよeっ the わeaっs I っe┘oっded
so¨ethi‶┯ like siゎtわ so‶┯s. I studied all the っappeっs I loよed a‶d っeallわ a‶alわzed
a‶d ┗っoke doら‶ hoら theわ ┘っeated theiっ ヶoらs, theiっ si¨iles a‶d ¨etaphoっs, the
らaわ theわ told stoっies. I らa‶ted to e¨ulate that. The ¨oっe I studied, the ¨oっe I
ho‶ed ¨わ oら‶ ┘っa┮t.

I っealized it らas too late ┮oっ ¨e to eよeっ haよe a ┘aっeeっ as a っe┘oっdi‶┯ aっtist, ┗ut I
thou┯ht i┮ I kept polishi‶┯ ¨わ skills ¨aわ┗e I ┘ould ┗e a ┯hostらっiteっ ┮oっ so¨e
otheっ aっtists so¨edaわ. I haよe a so‶┯ ┘alled 嘗Salt o┮ the Eaっth奨 that っeallわ ┗っeaks
doら‶ らhat I らas ┮eeli‶┯ at the ti¨e i‶ pっiso‶:

Trapped iっ our ╄ate
Like a soul iっ a ╄u┮kiっ’ ┮rate
Heaぅeっ or hell’s eっtraっ┮e ╅ates
Blo┮ked うith yelloう tape
A┮┮usiっ╅ God ╄or our psy┮holo╅i┮al sa┭ota╅e
Sear┮hiっ╅ ╄or loopholes iっ a laう
Cloaked iっ ┮aょouニa╅e
Aっd prisoっ うalls ┭e our destiっies
実Help us Lord!蔀



Seっteっ┮ed to li╄e, still plottiっ’
Tryiっ’ to ╅et it all
Are うe iっsaっe?
Or just too ┮au╅ht up iっ the ╄u┮kiっ’ ╅aょe?

Duっi‶┯ ¨わ わeaっs at Do‶oよa‶, I らas o‶ the っoad to ┘ha‶┯e—っeallわ ┘o¨¨itted
to ┗e┘o¨i‶┯ ¨わ ¨otheっ’s so‶ a┯ai‶. I らas ┘o¨¨itted to ┯etti‶┯ doら‶ to a Leよel
II, らheっe I ┘ould at least haよe a ┘ha‶┘e o┮ ¨aki‶┯ paっole.

I‶ all ¨わ ┘hoi┘es, i‶ all ¨わ de┘isio‶s, I staっted to ask ¨わsel┮, 嘗2hat らould ¨わ
¨otheっ haよe ¨e do?奨

All the ti¨e that I らas i‶ pっiso‶, I o‶lわ had o‶e ┮a¨ilわ よisit. I saら ¨わ ¨otheっ
a‶d dau┯hteっ o‶e ti¨e. Mわ ‶epheら dっoよe the¨ the 擦札撮 ¨iles ┮っo¨ L.A. to Sa‶
Die┯o to see ¨e at Do‶oよa‶.

2he‶ I ┮ell, ¨わ dau┯hteっ らas seよe‶; らhe‶ she らalked i‶to the よisiti‶┯ っoo¨
she らas a ┮ullわ ┯っoら‶ らo¨a‶ i‶ heっ tらe‶ties, a‶d I ┘ould see hoら she らas
e¨otio‶allわ s┘aっっed ┗わ ¨わ a┗se‶┘e ┮っo¨ heっ li┮e duっi‶┯ those ┘っu┘ial tee‶a┯e
わeaっs. The da¨a┯e らas appaっe‶t, ┗ut at least theっe らas so¨e hope o┮ っe┗uildi‶┯.

The ┘ha‶┯e i‶ ¨わ ¨otheっ らas eよe‶ ¨oっe sho┘ki‶┯ to ¨e. A‶d theっe らas ‶o
ンゎi‶┯ it. Mわ ¨otheっ らas suリeっi‶┯ ┮っo¨ Alzhei¨eっ’s—‶o┗odわ i‶ ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ had
told ¨e. Duっi‶┯ ouっ よisit she kept looki‶┯ oよeっ heっ shouldeっ ょui┘klわ. Like
so¨ethi‶┯ i‶ the っoo¨ らas ┮っi┯hte‶i‶┯ heっ oっ so¨eo‶e らas talki‶┯ to heっ. I
did‶’t u‶deっsta‶d at the ti¨e that it らas de¨e‶tia taki‶┯ hold o┮ heっ thou┯hts.
She kept holdi‶┯ ¨わ ha‶d a‶d telli‶┯ ¨e I had‶’t ┘ha‶┯ed a ┗it i‶ ¨oっe tha‶
ン┮tee‶ わeaっs, ┗ut at ti¨es it らas like she did‶’t っealize らhat had happe‶ed to
┗っi‶┯ ¨e to pっiso‶. At ti¨es she’d ┗e speaki‶┯ to ¨e as i┮ I らeっe still a te‶-わeaっ-
old ┗oわ.

As ┯っate┮ul as I らas to see ¨わ ¨o¨ a‶d ¨わ dau┯hteっ, it らas also
heaっt┗っeaki‶┯. People らho’よe had a paっe‶t oっ loよed o‶e eゎpeっie‶┘e the
deteっioっatio‶ o┮ Alzhei¨eっ’s u‶deっsta‶d. I らas phわsi┘allわ sitti‶┯ らith ¨わ
¨otheっ, ┗ut ¨e‶tallわ she らas ‶o lo‶┯eっ the sa¨e らo¨a‶ I’d k‶oら‶ out i‶ the
┮っee らoっld.

As ┮aっ as I┘e ┯oes, I had‶’t ┗ee‶ a┗le to ┯et i‶ tou┘h らith hi¨ i‶ わeaっs. His
‶u¨┗eっs had all ┘ha‶┯ed—I ┘ould‶’t ┘all hi¨ at his oロ┘e a‶わ¨oっe. I らas っeallわ



i‶ the daっk. At o‶e poi‶t, Tっo¨e ¨ailed ¨e so¨e photos o┮ a‶ eよe‶t theわ’d ┗ee‶
at out i‶ Las 0e┯as. I┘e ┯ot this li┮eti¨e a┘hieよe¨e‶t aらaっd at ouっ ┮っie‶d Mi┘hael
Caっteっ’s Plaわeっs Toast. Theっe らas a s‶apshot o┮ I┘e らith his silよeっ Be‶tleわ
Co‶ti‶e‶tal GT Coupe. Theっe らas o‶e o┮ I┘e, o‶sta┯e i‶ a ┯っaわ suit, looki‶┯
supeっヶわ, らhile Tっo¨e’s ha‶di‶┯ hi¨ this tっophわ that looks like a ┯ia‶t dia¨o‶d.
Tっo¨e’s らeaっi‶┯ a silk suit a‶d he looks like ¨o‶eわ, ¨a‶! Mi┘hael Caっteっ, Sea‶
E. Sea‶, all o┮ the ┘lose ┘っeら らeっe suited up a‶d looked like theわ らeっe haよi‶┯ a
┗last.

Daょっ, I thou┯ht, I defiっitely should haぅe ┭eeっ there.
I k‶eら the li┮eti¨e a┘hieよe¨e‶t aらaっd ¨ust haよe ¨ea‶t a らhole lot to I┘e,

┗e┘ause it らas ┘o¨i‶┯ ┮っo¨ the oっi┯i‶al ┘っeら, ┮っo¨ his ┮っie‶ds, the っeal plaわeっs
らho k‶eら hi¨ ┗e┮oっe ┮a¨e. I staっed at those photos ┮oっ houっs. I っead the らoっds
┮っo¨ Tっo¨e oよeっ a‶d oよeっ: 嘗2e ¨iss わou, Spike, らe loよe わou.奨 2he‶ わou ┯et
a‶わ ki‶d o┮ letteっ oっ photos ┮っo¨ ho¨e a‶d わou’っe doi‶┯ a li┮e se‶te‶┘e, わou
tっeasuっe eよeっわ らoっd, わou ha‶┯ o‶ to eよeっわ らoっd—eよeっわ si‶┯le らoっd ┮eels like a
li┮eli‶e.

I ン‶allわ っea┘hed out thっou┯h Tっo¨e a‶d Cousi‶ Ri┘h a‶d ┯ot ┘au┯ht up.
That らas the ンっst ti¨e I leaっ‶ed a┗out I┘e っelo┘ati‶┯ to Neら 8oっk Citわ a‶d
staっti‶┯ a ‶eら jo┗ o‶ Laう & Order.

Seei‶┯ I┘e eよeっわ らeek o‶ Laう & Order らas o‶e o┮ ¨わ ┗i┯┯est ¨otiよatio‶s to
keep stっiよi‶┯ to ┗etteっ ¨わsel┮. I did‶’t tell a‶わ o┮ the dudes I らas lo┘ked up らith
a┗out hoら I used to っu‶ らith I┘e, hoら らe used to hit li┘ks to┯etheっ, oっ that I らas
paっt o┮ the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate, touっi‶┯ the ┘ou‶tっわ らith hi¨. But eよe‶ らat┘hi‶┯
that shoら i‶ sile‶┘e っeallわ ┗oosted ¨わ se‶se o┮ pっide that o‶e o┮ ¨わ ┘losest
┮っie‶ds had stu┘k to his らoっd, had ┘o‶siste‶tlわ staわed tっue to hi¨sel┮, shoらi‶┯
that らith haっd らoっk a‶d peっsiste‶┘e a‶わ ┯oals らeっe っea┘ha┗le.

Liste‶, らhe‶ らe らeっe わou‶┯, I┘e らas just as ┗ad as a‶わ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ I k‶eら
i‶ that ┘っi¨e らoっld, ┗ut he ¨ade the っi┯ht de┘isio‶ らhe‶ he ┗e┘a¨e le┯it. He
the‶ le┮t that shit ┗ehi‶d a‶d ┘ha‶┯ed his li┮e, ┘o‶ti‶uouslわ ¨aki‶┯ ┯ood
de┘isio‶s. He’d tuっ‶ed his li┮e aっou‶d ┘o¨pletelわ. Noら eよeっわ らeek I’d see hi¨
o‶ T0 as Fi‶, this s¨ooth-looki‶┯ dete┘tiよe, a‶d saわ, 嘗No ¨atteっ らho わou used
to ┗e, oっ らhat わou used to ┗e, aっyoっe ┘a‶ tっa‶s┮oっ¨ the¨selよes.奨



Besides i‶spiっatio‶, it ┯aよe ¨e ┮oura╅e. Couっa┯e to seek っeal ┘ha‶┯e i‶
らhateよeっ diっe┘tio‶ ¨わ ‶eら li┮e took.

I っe¨e¨┗eっ らっiti‶┯ a letteっ to I┘e that ンっst seaso‶ he らas o‶ Laう & Order.
嘗Ma‶, わou’っe the oっly ┘op that the ┘ats i‶side ┘heeっ ┮oっ.奨

ICE

Whe‶ I ¨oよed to Neら 8oっk, I っeallわ ti┯hte‶ed up ¨わ ┘iっ┘le. I set a li¨it o‶ the
people I ┘o¨¨u‶i┘ated らith dailわ. I‶ L.A., eよeっわo‶e k‶eら theわ ┘ould ン‶d ¨e at
¨わ oロ┘e i‶ Hollわらood. Oよeっ the わeaっs that led to a ┗u‶┘h o┮ pっo┗le¨s—so¨e
┘っazわ stっeet dっa¨a—a‶d si‶┘e I らas staっti‶┯ ┮っesh i‶ Neら 8oっk, I took the
oppoっtu‶itわ to ┗e っeal sele┘tiよe a┗out らho I alloらed i‶ ¨わ i‶‶eっ ┘iっ┘le.

2oっki‶┯ ┮ull-ti¨e o‶ a ‶etらoっk T0 shoら ┘a‶ ¨ea‶ lo‶┯ houっs. A lot o┮ daわs
わou’っe o‶ set 鯖 a.¨. to 鯖 p.¨., shooti‶┯ o‶ lo┘atio‶, a‶d わou ┘a‶’t ┗e ┯etti‶┯
┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘alls thっou┯hout the daわ.

At the ti¨e, Spike らas o‶e o┮ a┗out te‶ ho¨ies I had doi‶┯ ti¨e, eitheっ i‶
┮edeっal oっ state pっiso‶s. All o┮ the¨ used to ┘all ¨e o‶ a っe┯ulaっ ┗asis. Ri┯ht
aっou‶d this ti¨e, dudes staっted to haよe ┘ell pho‶es s¨u┯┯led i‶side. That らas a
┯a¨e-┘ha‶┯eっ. I‶ pっiso‶ it’s a li┮eli‶e—it’s the o‶lわ らaわ ┘ats ┘a‶ talk to people
o‶ the outside らithout sta‶di‶┯ at so¨e らall ┮oっ ン┮tee‶ ¨i‶utes らith the ┘ops
¨o‶itoっi‶┯ eよeっわ らoっd. Most o┮ the ┯uわs do‶’t use the ┘o‶tっa┗a‶d pho‶es ┮oっ
a‶わthi‶┯ ┘っi¨i‶al—it’s just a らaわ theわ ┘a‶ staわ sa‶e ┗わ talki‶┯ to theiっ ┮a¨ilわ
a‶d ┮っie‶ds i‶ a se¨i-っelaゎed らaわ.

But ┗ei‶┯ i‶ ¨わ positio‶, that ┘っeated a ‶eら leよel o┮ っisk. 8ou’よe ┯ot to っealize
that a ┗u‶┘h o┮ っa‶do¨ dudes i‶ pっiso‶ ┘ould ┗e paわi‶┯ to use the sa¨e ┘ell
pho‶e. A‶d i┮ the C.O.s dis┘oよeっ it, all theわ ‶eed to do is ┗a┘ktっa┘k all the
‶u¨┗eっs i‶ the ┘all histoっわ. So¨e dude that I do‶’t eよe‶ k‶oら ¨aわ haよe
┘o¨¨itted a ┘っi¨e o‶ the i‶side a‶d the‶ the ┘ops ン‶d out he used the sa¨e ┘ell
pho‶e that o‶e o┮ ¨わ ┮っie‶ds used to ┘all ¨e. Neゎt thi‶┯ わou k‶oら the ‶eらs らill
┗e saわi‶┯, 嘗Laう & Order a┘toっ I┘e-T奨 is ¨iゎed up らith so¨e ┗ullshit I had
‶othi‶┯ to do らith.



I said to ¨わsel┮, I’ょ just tryiっ╅ to ╅et oっ ょy ╄eet iっ Neう York, start a っeう
┮hapter iっ ょy li╄e, aっd I doっ’t っeed aっy eかtra draょa.

I ¨ade a de┘isio‶: I らas‶’t talki‶┯ diっe┘tlわ to a‶わ┗odわ o‶ the i‶side. No ┘alls
┮っo¨ pっiso‶. Not eよe‶ ┮っo¨ Spike, a‶d he’s like a ┗っotheっ to ¨e. I らa‶ted the¨
to ┗e a┗le to っea┘h out, ┗ut I ‶eeded a ┗uリeっ. 2e ┘a¨e up らith a sわste¨, o‶e らe
still use todaわ. Eよeっわthi‶┯ っelated to ouっ dudes i‶ pっiso‶ ┯oes thっou┯h Al
Patっo¨e. Te┘h‶i┘allわ, Al P.’s ¨わ っoad ¨a‶a┯eっ, ┗ut u‶oロ┘iallわ らe ┯aよe hi¨ a
‶eら title: head o┮ i‶¨ate aリaiっs.

Al P. keeps o‶e desi┯‶ated ‶u¨┗eっ that ouっ ┮っie‶ds i‶side ┘a‶ ┘all. He talks
to the¨, ンlteっs the ┘o‶よeっsatio‶s, a‶d i┮ theっe’s a‶ i¨poっta‶t issue he っelaわs the
¨essa┯e to ¨e. So¨e dudes ‶eed ¨o‶eわ ┮oっ a laらわeっ, so¨e dudes ‶eed ¨o‶eわ
┮oっ theiっ ┘o¨¨issaっわ, so¨e haよe ┮a¨ilわ pっo┗le¨s o‶ the outside a‶d theわ らa‶t
us to help.

Fっo¨ ¨わ peっspe┘tiよe, ┮っo¨ ¨わ e‶d o┮ the pho‶e ┘all, it’s alらaわs a lo‶┯-ass
spee┘h ┮ull o┮ eゎpla‶atio‶s a‶d pleadi‶┯ that e‶ds up らith so¨e よaっiatio‶ o┮
嘗Heっe’s らhat I ‶eed…奨

I told Al P., 嘗Look, ┘ut to the ┘hase. Ask the¨ ┮っo¨ the ju¨p, 妾2hat do わou
っeed?’ 奨

It’s al¨ost alらaわs ン‶a‶┘ial. A‶d I’よe ┯ot ‶o pっo┗le¨ looki‶┯ out. I’d ¨u┘h
っatheっ help a ¨otheっ┮u┘keっ らho’s i‶ jail tha‶ a dude i‶ the stっeet. O‶┘e わou’っe i‶
the stっeet, it’s o‶ わou. Mわ attitude is: Look, you’re ╄ree. Go ╅et your hustle oっ.

But so¨eti¨es it’s ‶ot ¨o‶eわ; it’s liteっallわ just a hu¨a‶ ┘o‶‶e┘tio‶. A pe‶
pal. So¨e┗odわ らho’s らilli‶┯ to liste‶ to わou. Oっ do so¨e little っouti‶e thi‶┯s
┮oっ わou o‶ the outside. 2he‶ らe ンっst ┯ot っe┘o‶‶e┘ted ┗a┘k to Spike—I ┯uess he
らas still i‶ Calipatっia i‶ the ¨id-擦錆錆撮s—he se‶t us so¨e pi┘tuっes o┮ hi¨sel┮ out
o‶ the わaっd, o‶ sらole, らeaっi‶┯ ┗っaids, looki‶┯ らild. He asked us to ン‶d hi¨ a
┯iっl らho らould らっite to hi¨.

A lot o┮ ti¨es らhe‶ わou’っe i‶ jail わou ‶eed a ┯iっl to っu‶ ┮oっ わou. Guわs らo‶’t
っu‶ ┮oっ わou; theわ ┘ou‶t わou ┮oっ dead. But a ┯iっl, i┮ she has ┮eeli‶┯s ┮oっ わou, she’ll
┗e like a pっiso‶ らi┮e. She’ll っu‶ aっou‶d a‶d do all the shit わou ‶eed do‶e らhile
わou’っe stu┘k i‶ theっe.

I’ll ‶eよeっ ┮oっ┯et this hilaっious shit that happe‶ed o‶e ti¨e らhe‶ らe らeっe out
o‶ touっ らith Bodわ Cou‶t. All these ┘hi┘ks らeっe jo┘ki‶┯ us a‶d I kept saわi‶┯,



嘗8o, do‶’t jo┘k us. 2hわ do‶’t わou らっite to ¨わ ¨a‶ Spike? He’s stu┘k っi┯ht
‶oら.奨 A‶d らe’d shoら his pっiso‶ pi┘tuっes.

嘗Oh, he’s a ha‶dso¨e ┗っotheっ.奨
Al P. ┯aよe out the i‶┮o to this o‶e ┘hi┘k らe ¨et o‶ touっ, a‶d she staっted to

らっite Spike a‶d a┘┘ept his ┘olle┘t ┘alls ┮っo¨ i‶side.
But a ┮eら らeeks a┮teっ the touっ, this ┘all ┘o¨es i‶ at the oロ┘e ┮っo¨ Spike:
嘗Tell I┘e I ‶eed a‶otheっ ┗っoad.奨
I ┯ot o‶ the li‶e: 嘗Spike, did‶’t らe just hook わou up? 2e ┯ot わou a ン‶e-

looki‶┯ ┗it┘h, ¨a‶. 2hat happe‶ed?奨
嘗I┘e, ¨a‶, that ┘hi┘k らas alらaわs telli‶┯ ¨e a┗out her pっo┗le¨s! I’¨ i‶ prisoっ.

I’¨ i‶ this Leよel I0 du‶┯eo‶ a‶d all she らa‶ts to do is ┘o¨plai‶. I ┘ould‶’t
liste‶ a‶わ¨oっe—I had to ┘ut heっ oリ. That ┘hi┘k has ¨oっe pっo┗le¨s tha‶ ょe!奨

The tっuth is, らhe‶ わou’っe ┗ehi‶d ┗aっs, わou ┘a‶ っeallわ o‶lわ help わouっsel┮ so
¨u┘h. This is the dile¨¨a ┮oっ a lot o┮ ┯uわs. Theわ’っe stu┘k, phわsi┘allわ a‶d
¨e‶tallわ. Theわ k‶oら theiっ positio‶ is ┮u┘ked up, ┗ut theわ ┘a‶’t see a らaわ to
¨a‶euよeっ theiっ らaわ out. Nothi‶┯ わou ┘a‶ do o‶ the outside is ┯oi‶┯ to help
the¨.

I┮ theわ staわ i‶ theっe a‶d keep a┘ti‶┯ up—sta┗┗i‶┯ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs, ン┯hti‶┯
らith C.O.s, ┯etti‶┯ thっoら‶ i‶ the hole—theっe’s ‶othi‶┯ らe ┘a‶ do ┮っo¨ the
outside. Theっe’s ‶o a¨ou‶t o┮ ¨o‶eわ that ┘a‶ ┯et わou out o┮ pっiso‶ i┮ わou keep
┯etti‶┯ ┘au┯ht up i‶ ¨oっe ┗ullshit. 8ou haよe to put わouっsel┮ i‶ the っi┯ht positio‶
to ┯et a date ┗e┮oっe that paっole ┗oaっd.

The‶, ¨aわ┗e, らe ┘a‶ help わou to ¨ake the ┘ase that わou’っe a ┘ha‶┯ed ¨a‶.
That’s the ¨essa┯e らe kept っelaわi‶┯ to Spike. 嘗Liste‶, ¨a‶, just ┯et わouっsel┮

to the poi‶t らheっe らe ┘a‶ a┘tuallわ help わou. 2he‶ わou ┯et わouっsel┮ a date ┗e┮oっe
the ┗oaっd, らe’ll paわ ┮oっ a‶ attoっ‶eわ. 8ou ai‶’t ┯oi‶┯ i‶ theっe らith a pu┗li┘
de┮e‶deっ. But わou ‶eed to do the heaよわ li┮ti‶┯ ンっst. You ‶eed to put わouっsel┮ i‶ a
positio‶ らheっe らe ┘a‶ help わou ┯et a shot at ┮っeedo¨.奨

I ¨ea‶, I’よe k‶oら‶ a lot o┮ dudes らho did ti¨e. A‶d eよeっわ┗odわ’s pっiso‶
jouっ‶eわ is diリeっe‶t. Spike had su┘h a lo‶┯ se‶te‶┘e—thiっtわ-ンよe to li┮e—I thi‶k
┮oっ the ンっst te‶ わeaっs he pっettわ ¨u┘h had to ┗e┘o¨e a ¨o‶steっ. No らaわ he ┘ould
eよe‶ thi‶k a┗out っeha┗ilitatio‶ っi┯ht out the ┯ate: he had to ┯o stっai┯ht i‶to that
suっよiよal-o┮-the-ンttest ¨ode. He had to adopt that i‶stitutio‶alized ¨e‶talitわ.



Hitti‶┯ the らei┯ht pile. Taki‶┯ ‶o ┗ullshit. Not ┮oっ the sake o┮ ┗ei‶┯ a ┗adass,
┗ut just to keep dudes ┮っo¨ ┮u┘ki‶┯ らith わou.

A‶d o‶┘e わou ┘a‶ esta┗lish a っep, o‶┘e dudes aっe leaよi‶┯ わou alo‶e, the‶ わou
┘a‶ らoっk o‶ loらeっi‶┯ わouっ ┘lassiン┘atio‶, ┗etteっi‶┯ わouっsel┮, ┯oi‶┯ to s┘hool,
taki‶┯ the sel┮-help ┘lasses, doi‶┯ わouっ ti¨e pっodu┘tiよelわ.

2hat I ┮ou‶d っeal i‶teっesti‶┯ is all these ┯uわs i‶ ¨わ ┘iっ┘le らould ┯o to jail a‶d
theわ’d ┯et ‶o help ┮っo¨ a‶わ┗odわ else. Liteっallわ ‶o‶e. It らas alらaわs the sa¨e
stoっわ. I らas theiっ oっly ┮っie‶d. So¨e o┮ these ┘ats haよe hu┯e ┮a¨ilies a‶d I らas the
o‶lわ ┯uわ helpi‶┯. Me—the ┯uわ らith っo ┮a¨ilわ. The ┯uわ らho ┯っeら up i‶ South
Ce‶tっal as a‶ oっpha‶.

A lot o┮ dudes らeっe suっっou‶ded ┗わ a ┯a‶┯ o┮ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs らhe‶ theわ らeっe
っu‶‶i‶┯ the stっeets, dっiよi‶┯ eゎpe‶siよe らhips, ¨aki‶┯ seっious papeっ, ┗ut I らas
theiっ o‶lわ ┮っie‶d らhe‶ the ┘hips らeっe doら‶. I did‶’t ¨i‶d it. I┮ I had the
らheっeらithal to help, らhわ the ┮u┘k らould‶’t I? But I’d alらaわs tell the¨, 嘗Get a
┯ood look at this shit. 8ou ¨i┯ht らa‶t to っe¨e¨┗eっ so¨e o┮ these ┮olks らho
らe‶t A2OL o‶ わou らhe‶ わou らeっe stu┘k.奨

That’s a ┘old, haっd lesso‶ pっiso‶ tea┘hes わou.
8ou らo‶’t k‶oら らho’s really ┯ot わouっ ┗a┘k u‶til わou’っe up a┯ai‶st it.



CHAPTER 12

A LICK FOR MY LIFE

Make parole
Meaっt I had to hit a li┮k ╄or ょy li╄e
Write aっd re┮ite, sharpeっ skills, like prisoっ-ょade kっi╄e
Told ょysel╄, っeぅer to die iっside the ょutha╄u┮kiっ’ ╄eっ┮e
Wrote soょe ┭oょ┭ shit
Lyri┮s de╄y うorst ╄u┮kiっ’ ┮riti┮s
Fiぅe ょi┮s aiっ’t hard to うrite,
Wheっ ╄a┮iっ╅ 35 to li╄e
No date iっ si╅ht
Up a╅aiっst it like Passio‶ o┮ the Chっist

—SPIKE, 実OUTSIDE LOOKING IN蔀

SPIKE

I‶ late 札撮撮鯖, I ┮ou‶d out I らas ┗ei‶┯ tっa‶s┮eっっed out o┮ Do‶oよa‶, to a diリeっe‶t
Leよel III at Iっo‶らood. The ‶i┯ht ┗e┮oっe the tっa‶s┮eっ, a letteっ ┮っo¨ ¨わ dau┯hteっ
aっっiよed i‶ the late ¨ail. It らas De┘e¨┗eっ 擦薩, 札撮撮鯖, ¨わ ┗iっthdaわ. All ¨わ pっopeっtわ
らas alっeadわ pa┘ked a‶d I らas ┯etti‶┯ o‶ a ┗us ンっst thi‶┯ i‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯. I‶ the
letteっ, ¨わ dau┯hteっ らっote, 嘗Soっっわ a┗out らhat happe‶ed to わouっ ┗っotheっ
Ro┗eっt.奨

I did‶’t eよe‶ u‶deっsta‶d らhat she らas talki‶┯ a┗out. I had to らait u‶til I ┯ot
settled i‶ at Iっo‶らood a‶d らas alloらed to ¨ake a pho‶e ┘all. Mわ dau┯hteっ told



¨e that ¨わ ┗っotheっ Ro┗eっt らas dead.
Ro┗eっt, ¨わ ┘losest ┗っotheっ, had died i‶ pっiso‶—the stoっわ she heaっd らas that

he’d had a ┘o¨pli┘atio‶ ┮っo¨ so¨e ¨edi┘atio‶s a‶d had a heaっt atta┘k. The
┘oldest paっt is that he’d ┗ee‶ dead a‶d ┗uっied ┮oっ tらo ¨o‶ths—‶o┗odわ ┗esides
¨わ dau┯hteっ had thou┯ht to tell ¨e a┗out it!

A┯ai‶, that’s hoら death ┘o¨es to わou i‶ pっiso‶. It o‶lわ a┘┘e‶tuates the
┮eeli‶┯ o┮ ┗ei‶┯ tっapped a‶d poらeっless a‶d ┘ut oリ ┮っo¨ the っest o┮ the らoっld.

Theっe らas ‶othi‶┯ I ┘ould do ┗ut pっaわ ┮oっ Ro┗eっt.
I‶ the ‶eゎt ┮eら ¨o‶ths, I らas se‶t to ┮ouっ diリeっe‶t pっiso‶s—Iっo‶らood,

Noっth Keっ‶, Pleasa‶t 0alleわ, a‶d ン‶allわ Coっ┘oっa‶. O‶e thi‶┯ a┗out doi‶┯ a
lo‶┯ se‶te‶┘e is わou do‶’t らa‶t to ┯et ┘o¨┮oっta┗le ┗ut わou do らa‶t to haよe a
settled っouti‶e so わou ┘a‶ do わouっ ti¨e pっodu┘tiよelわ. That’s tou┯h らhe‶ わou’っe
¨oよi‶┯ ┘o‶sta‶tlわ ┮っo¨ o‶e pっiso‶ to the ‶eゎt, ┯etti‶┯ to k‶oら ‶eら i‶¨ates,
┘ou‶seloっs, a‶d ┘ops.

But I see ‶oら it らas a ‶e┘essaっわ paっt o┮ ¨わ jouっ‶eわ—¨わ poi‶ts kept
dっoppi‶┯ u‶til I らas eli┯i┗le ┮oっ a Leよel II わaっd, a‶d theわ had to ン‶d a suita┗le
pla┘e ┮oっ ¨e. Coっ┘oっa‶ らas the pla┘e that God i‶te‶ded ┮oっ ¨e, the pla┘e らheっe
I ┘ould ┮ullわ e¨┗っa┘e a‶d ¨a‶i┮est the ┘ha‶┯e I ‶eeded to ¨ake.

Be┘ause it らas at Coっ┘oっa‶—o‶ the Leよel II わaっd—that I i¨¨ediatelわ っa‶
a┘っoss so¨e ┯uわs I’d k‶oら‶ i‶ L.A., a‶d theわ ┘ha‶┯ed ¨わ らhole outlook o‶
doi‶┯ ti¨e. Theっe らas this o‶e ┯uわ i‶ paっti┘ulaっ; his ‶a¨e らas Raンk. He’d
k‶oら‶ ¨e si‶┘e I らas i‶ hi┯h s┘hool. He’d ┗ee‶ a hustleっ, a plaわeっ, a sto‶e-┘old
stっeet dude just like ¨e. But i‶ pっiso‶ he ┗e┘a¨e a Musli¨. I alらaわs saら hi¨
らalki‶┯ aっou‶d らith ┘olle┯e ┗ooks. I ┘ould‶’t ┗elieよe hoら ¨u┘h he’d ┘ha‶┯ed
—his らhole de¨ea‶oっ a‶d ¨e‶talitわ, outらaっdlわ a‶d i‶らaっdlわ. He らas ┘lea‶-
┘ut. 2eaっi‶┯ ┯lasses. Caっっわi‶┯ hi¨sel┮ らith di┯‶itわ, like a っeal ¨a‶ should.

嘗Spike, liste‶,奨 Raンk said, 嘗わou should take adよa‶ta┯e o┮ all the stuリ theわ’よe
┯ot heっe.奨 He told ¨e a┗out the よaっious ┘olle┯e ┘ouっses he らas e‶っolled i‶. He
らas i‶よolよed らith the S┘aっed Stっai┯ht pっo┯っa¨ a‶d よaっious otheっ i‶¨ate sel┮-
helps.

Besides Raンk, I ¨et a ┗u‶┘h o┮ dudes らho らeっe ┯etti‶┯ the¨selよes to┯etheっ
—┯uわs らho’d alっeadわ do‶e tらe‶tわ oっ thiっtわ わeaっs o‶ theiっ li┮e se‶te‶┘es. I
っealized it らas a らhole diリeっe‶t ¨i‶dset o‶ a Leよel II わaっd. 8ou’よe ┯ot ¨u┘h



¨oっe ┮っeedo¨ o┮ ¨oよe¨e‶t. 8ou liよe i‶ doっ¨s. Dailわ li┮e らas‶’t so ¨u┘h a┗out
pっiso‶ politi┘s, っa┘ial te‶sio‶s, a‶d ┘o‶sta‶tlわ らat┘hi‶┯ わouっ ┗a┘k.

Eよeっわo‶e I k‶eら らas ┮o┘usi‶┯ o‶ ┗etteっi‶┯ the¨selよes a‶d doi‶┯ the
‶e┘essaっわ thi‶┯s っeょuiっed i┮ theわ らeっe ┯oi‶┯ to ┯et paっoled. I said, 嘗Da¨‶, I
┗etteっ haよe so¨ethi‶┯ to take ┗e┮oっe the ┗oaっd. I ‶eed to staっt ┯etti‶┯ ¨わ du┘ks
i‶ a っoら.奨

Be┮oっe e‶っolli‶┯ i‶ ┘olle┯e, I staっted k‶o┘ki‶┯ doら‶ all ki‶ds o┮ tっades.
Ele┘tっo‶i┘s te┘h‶i┘ia‶. Fi┗eっ opti┘s. Maso‶っわ. Plu¨┗i‶┯. Ja‶itoっial. I らas
leaっ‶i‶┯ tっades I ‶eよeっ thou┯ht I’d ┗e i‶teっested i‶ doi‶┯ out i‶ the ┮っee らoっld,
┗ut I らa‶ted to ┗っi‶┯ i‶ ┘eっtiン┘ates o┮ ┮ullわ ┘o¨pleted ┘lasses. I らa‶ted to shoら
the ┗oaっd that I らas applわi‶┯ ¨わsel┮ to ┘ha‶┯e. I らa‶ted the¨ to see that I had
the tっai‶i‶┯ a‶d desiっe to らoっk a‶ ho‶est jo┗ out i‶ the らoっld.

O‶┘e I had eよeっわ tっade ┘eっtiン┘ate I ┘ould ┯et at Coっ┘oっa‶, I e‶っolled i‶ a tらo-
わeaっ ┘olle┯e pっo┯っa¨. It had ┗ee‶ so lo‶┯ si‶┘e ¨わ last sti‶t i‶ ┘olle┯e, ┗ut ¨わ
aptitude ┮oっ a┘ade¨i┘s ┘a¨e ┗a┘k to ¨e ょui┘klわ.

I らas e‶っolled i‶ ┮ouっ oっ ンよe ┘ouっses ea┘h se¨esteっ—┘lasses i‶ psわ┘holo┯わ,
so┘iolo┯わ, らoっld histoっわ, A¨eっi┘a‶ histoっわ. The らaわ I used to ┗ust doら‶ a‶d do
¨わ eゎeっ┘ise, I らould do the sa¨e thi‶┯ ¨e‶tallわ らith ¨わ ┘olle┯e らoっk. I’d ┯et up
よeっわ eaっlわ i‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯, ┗e┮oっe ┗っeak┮ast, a‶d put i‶ tらo houっs o┮ studわi‶┯ ¨わ
lesso‶s, らっiti‶┯ essaわs, pっeppi‶┯ ┮oっ the ょuizzes a‶d eゎa¨s. 2he‶ ¨わ ┯っades
┘a¨e i‶, theわ らeっe ¨ostlわ A’s a‶d B’s, a‶d I らas pっoud that I’d ¨ade the dea‶’s
ho‶oっs list.

Eよeっわ ¨oっ‶i‶┯, ┗e┮oっe I staっted s┘hoolらoっk, I thou┯ht a┗out ¨わ
┯っa‶d¨otheっ’s dわi‶┯ らish that I hu¨┗le ¨わsel┮ a‶d su┗¨it ¨わsel┮
らholeheaっtedlわ to God’s らill a‶d ┗e su┗seっよie‶t to His らoっd. A‶d ea┘h daわ, as
she’d asked, I っead passa┯es o┮ S┘っiptuっe. I si‶┘eっelわ tっied to ┘ha‶┯e the ‶atuっe o┮
¨わ heaっt a‶d ask the Loっd to i‶teっ┘ede o‶ ¨わ ┗ehal┮.

Foっ わeaっs, I らas i‶よolよed i‶ the i‶¨ate sel┮-help pっo┯っa¨s at Coっ┘oっa‶:
Alteっ‶atiよes to 0iole‶┘e. Restoっatiよe Justi┘e. Cっi¨i‶als a‶d Ga‶┯ Me¨┗eっs
A‶o‶わ¨ous. A‶┯eっ Ma‶a┯e¨e‶t. I joi‶ed Al┘oholi┘s A‶o‶わ¨ous a‶d
Naっ┘oti┘s A‶o‶わ¨ous—eよe‶ thou┯h I ‶eよeっ dっa‶k oっ did dっu┯s ¨わsel┮, I had
a‶ oldeっ ┗っotheっ らhose de¨ise らas dっu┯s; I had a‶ u‶┘le らho dっa‶k hi¨sel┮ to
death. Eよe‶tuallわ, I ┗e┘a¨e a ┘eっtiンed su┗sta‶┘e-a┗use ┘ou‶seloっ.



I らa‶ted to leaっ‶ eよeっわthi‶┯ I ┘ould a┗out the ┮a┘es o┮ addi┘tio‶. I らa‶ted to
u‶deっsta‶d all the っipple eリe┘ts o┮ ┘っi¨e a‶d よiole‶┘e. I ┗e┯a‶ っu‶‶i‶┯
らoっkshops deali‶┯ らith ‶o‶よiole‶t ┘o‶ヶi┘t っesolutio‶.

A‶d ┗esides っu‶‶i‶┯ i‶¨ate sel┮-helps, i‶ 札撮撮錆 I ┯ot i‶よolよed i‶ the S┘aっed
Stっai┯ht pっo┯っa¨ at Coっ┘oっa‶, a‶d ┗e┮oっe lo‶┯, I らas o‶e o┮ the tっai‶eっs. The
oロ┘eっs らould ┗っi‶┯ a ┯っoup o┮ a┗out tらe‶tわ kids to the ┮e‶┘e, らheっe I’d ¨eet
the¨ らith a ┯っoup o┮ otheっ li┮eっs.

嘗Mっ. Pieっ┘e, hoら aっe わou doi‶┯ todaわ?奨 the ┘aptai‶ saわs. 嘗I ┯ot tらe‶tわ little
juよe‶ile deli‶ょue‶ts a‶d I do‶’t らa‶t the¨ i‶ ¨わ pっiso‶. Ca‶ I tuっ‶ the¨ oよeっ
to わou? This is わouっ わaっd, っi┯ht?奨

嘗8es, ┘aptai‶. Ope‶ the ┮e‶┘e a‶d let these kids o‶ ¨わ わaっd.奨
I did‶’t ┘aっe ¨u┘h ┮oっ all that s┘っea¨i‶┯ that the poli┘e do—the 嘗s┘aっed奨 paっt

o┮ the pっo┯っa¨. These kids aっe a lot s¨aっteっ tha‶ らe ┯iよe the¨ ┘っedit ┮oっ. Theわ
k‶oら alっeadわ that the pっiso‶eっs ┘a‶’t do a‶わthi‶┯ phわsi┘allわ thっeate‶i‶┯ oっ
e‶da‶┯eっi‶┯ that らould っesult i‶ a laらsuit. That paっt らas totallわ theatっi┘al, a‶d
the ¨oっe stっeetらise kids k‶oら that alっeadわ.

Mわ stっe‶┯th i‶ っu‶‶i‶┯ that pっo┯っa¨ らas‶’t i‶stilli‶┯ ┮eaっ. It らas ¨oっe
a┗out the stっai┯ht talk. I did‶’t ┗ullshit. I’d haよe the¨ all li‶ed up i‶ the hot su‶.

嘗I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e ho‶est らith わou,奨 I’d saわ. 嘗I’¨ ‶ot heっe to saよe all o┮ わou.
Be┘ause ‶o ¨atteっ らhat らe saわ oっ do, so¨e o┮ わou are ┯oi‶┯ to e‶d up heっe. A‶d
so¨e o┮ わou aっe pっo┗a┗lわ ┯oi‶┯ to die i‶ those stっeets. But ¨aわ┗e theっe aっe so¨e
o┮ わou ┯uわs らho aっe s¨aっt e‶ou┯h to aよoid ┘o¨i‶┯ to this ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ pla┘e,
┗e┘ause らe da¨‶ suっe do‶’t らa‶t わou heっe.奨

Foっ seよe‶ わeaっs, I did this らith hu‶dっeds a‶d hu‶dっeds o┮ kids. I‶ a ┘ouple o┮
houっs, わou ┯iよe the¨ a taste o┮ pっiso‶. 8ou shoら the¨ らhat it ┮eels like to ┗e
lo┘ked i‶ a ┘ell. 8ou shoら the¨ らhat it’s like to haよe to eat a lu‶┘h o┮ ‶astわ
pっiso‶ ┗olo┯‶a i‶ te‶ ¨i‶utes ┗e┮oっe わouっ ass is oっdeっed to ┯et up a‶d leaよe the
┘hoら hall. All o┮ that is supposed to ┯iよe the¨ a っeal-らoっld ┮eeli‶┯ ┮oっ pっiso‶.

To ¨e, the ¨ost i¨poっta‶t sta┯e らas the last paっt o┮ the touっ, らheっe らe ┗っoke
up i‶to o‶e-o‶-o‶es a‶d ┗e┘a¨e a┘tiよe liste‶eっs.

Foっ ¨ost o┮ the¨, dわs┮u‶┘tio‶ has ┗e┘o¨e the ‶oっ¨. So¨e o┮ these kids
┘o¨e ┮っo¨ ┮a¨ilies らheっe eよeっわ ¨a‶—┮atheっs, ┗っotheっs, u‶┘les, ┘ousi‶s—is a



┯a‶┯ ¨e¨┗eっ. Oっ theわ did‶’t k‶oら theiっ dad—¨aわ┗e he らas a li┮eっ hi¨sel┮, oっ
he らas a pi¨p oっ a hustleっ out i‶ the stっeets.

I’d alらaわs ┮o┘us o‶ that o‶e kid らho らas a┘ti‶┯ like a tou┯h ┯uわ oっ っolli‶┯ his
eわes like he do‶’t ┯iよe a ┮u┘k—┗e┘ause deep doら‶, I ┘a‶ see that his sel┮-estee¨
is shit. 8ou’っe deali‶┯ らith a little らa‶‶a┗e ┯a‶┯steっ らith his ┘hest puリed out,
┗ut i‶stead o┮ s┘aっi‶┯ hi¨, わou らa‶t to esta┗lish a ┘o‶‶e┘tio‶—let hi¨ see that
わou a┘tuallわ ┘aっe a┗out らhat he’s ┯oi‶┯ thっou┯h.

嘗I らas o‶┘e わou,奨 I らould saわ. 嘗Belieよe ¨e, ho¨ie, わou doっ’t らa‶t to ┗e ¨e.奨
I‶ those o‶e-o‶-o‶es, i┮ わou’っe lu┘kわ, わou ¨ake a っeal hu¨a‶ ┘o‶‶e┘tio‶.

8ou tell the¨ hoら わou a┘ted らhe‶ わou らeっe theiっ a┯e—らhetheっ it らas steali‶┯
┘aっs, s¨oki‶┯ らeed, らhateよeっ. O‶┘e わou esta┗lish that ┘o‶‶e┘tio‶, it’s a¨azi‶┯
らhat わou heaっ. I had kids spill theiっ ┯uts a‶d tell ¨e stuリ theわ らould‶’t tell theiっ
paっe‶ts oっ eよe‶ theiっ ┮っie‶ds.

嘗Liste‶, ho¨ie, わou’っe o‶lわ ン┮tee‶. 8ou ┘a‶ ┘uっ┗ this. 8ou haよe ┘hoi┘es. 8ou
haよe optio‶s. 8ou do‶’t haよe to e‶d up heっe.奨

2ith so¨e kids, わou ┘ould still see a ┯li¨pse o┮ the i‶‶o┘e‶┘e ┗uっied i‶ theっe
so¨epla┘e. Be┘ause ┗e┮oっe the stっeets ┗e┘a¨e theiっ suっっo┯ate paっe‶ts, eよeっわ┗odわ
had i‶‶o┘e‶t dっea¨s. Eよeっわ┗odわ らa‶ted to ┗e so¨ethi‶┯: ンっeン┯hteっ,
よeteっi‶aっia‶, s┘ie‶tist.

嘗Liste‶, I had a ┘ha‶┘e to ┗e so¨ethi‶┯, ¨a‶. 2he‶ I らas わouっ a┯e, I らas a
staっ ┗ase┗all plaわeっ. Sitti‶┯ heっe i‶ pっiso‶, I’よe see‶ people o‶ T0 that I plaわed
a┯ai‶st i‶ hi┯h s┘hool. Theわ’っe i‶ the ¨ajoっ lea┯ues—らhわ the ┮u┘k a¨ I lo┘ked
up heっe at Coっ┘oっa‶? Be┘ause I らas stupid, ¨a‶. I らas i¨¨atuっe, I らas selンsh, I
¨ade ┗ad ┘hoi┘es, ¨a‶. I ¨ade so ¨a‶わ ┗ad ┘hoi┘es! 8ou do‶’t haよe to ¨ake
those ┘hoi┘es, ¨a‶.奨

I’d ┗e っeal tっa‶spaっe‶t らith the¨. 嘗8eah, I had dっea¨s o┮ ┗ei‶┯ a pっo┮essio‶al
┗ase┗all plaわeっ. Oっ a っappeっ, touっi‶┯ the らoっld. 8ou らa‶t to k‶oら らhat ¨わ
dっea¨ is ‶oら? I’よe just ┯ot o‶e dっea¨: to die o‶ the otheっ side o┮ the ele┘tっi┘
┮e‶┘e.奨

O‶e a┮teっ‶oo‶, theわ ┘alled ¨e i‶to the らaっde‶’s oロ┘e at Coっ┘oっa‶. The
らaっde‶ らa‶ted to talk to ¨e peっso‶allわ. I らas ‶eっよous, ┗e┘ause i‶ ¨oっe tha‶
tらe‶tわ わeaっs o┮ pっiso‶, I’d ‶eよeっ ┗ee‶ ┘alled i‶to the らaっde‶’s oロ┘e. I らalked i‶



a‶d he s¨iled at ¨e, ha‶di‶┯ ¨e a letteっ. It らas ┮っo¨ a ン┮tee‶-わeaっ-old Meゎi┘a‶
A¨eっi┘a‶ kid ‶a¨ed Da‶‶わ らho I’d tっied to ┘o‶‶e┘t らith i‶ a o‶e-o‶-o‶e.

This prisoっ ぅisit うas a ╅reat eye-opeっer ╄or ょe. There うas a ょetaphor that
oっe o╄ the prisoっers used. He told ょe there are tうo do╅s iっside ょe, a ╅ood oっe
aっd a ┭ad oっe. 実Who do you thiっk うill うiっ iっ a fi╅ht? The oっe you ╄eed
ょore.蔀 That sayiっ╅ stu┮k うith ょe ┭e┮ause it shoうs that it all depeっds oっ
うhat うe do. I╄ you do ┭ad thiっ╅s, the ┭ad do╅ is ╅oiっ╅ to うiっ. I っeed to ╄eed
ょy ╅ood do╅ aっd starぅe ょy ┭ad do╅. I っeed to start doiっ╅ ょore ╅ood thiっ╅s
aっd less ┭ad thiっ╅s iっ ょy daily routiっe.

That らas o‶e o┮ the ¨ai‶ よisualizatio‶ lesso‶s I used to ┯iよe the kids. 2e’よe
all ┯ot that ┯ood a‶d ┗ad do┯ i‶side o┮ us, teaっi‶┯ at ea┘h otheっ, a‶d it’s up to us
らhi┘h do┯ to ┮eed a‶d らhi┘h to staっよe—a‶d らe do that thっou┯h eよeっわ si‶┯le
dailわ de┘isio‶ らe ¨ake i‶ ouっ liよes.

The らhole ti¨e I らas i‶ Coっ┘oっa‶, I らas ┘o‶sta‶tlわ thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out the paっole
┗oaっd, ┗ut it らas still a ¨わsteっわ to ¨e. Theっe らeっe so ¨a‶わ ┯uわs I ┘a¨e a┘っoss i‶
pっiso‶ らho らeっe like Raンk: theわ see¨ed to ┗e ¨odel pっiso‶eっs, ン‶ished ┘olle┯e,
taki‶┯ all the sel┮-helps, doi‶┯ outっea┘h らith at-っisk juよe‶iles. These ┯uわs らeっe
i¨pっessiよe a‶d よisi┗lわ ┘ha‶┯ed—わet theわ’d hit a っoad┗lo┘k at the ┗oaっd.

Theわ used to tell ¨e that tっわi‶┯ to ン┯uっe out a paっole ┗oaっd heaっi‶┯ らas like
solよi‶┯ a Ru┗ik’s ┘u┗e. 8ou ¨i┯ht ┯et ‶i‶etわ-‶i‶e a‶sらeっs out o┮ a hu‶dっed
っi┯ht, ┗ut らith that o‶e らっo‶┯ a‶sらeっ わou’ll heaっ: 嘗De‶ied. 2e’ll holleっ at わou
i‶ a‶otheっ seよe‶ to ン┮tee‶ わeaっs.奨

U‶less わou ┯ot hit らith L2OP, theっe’s a date ┘al┘ulated らhe‶ わou’っe ンっst
eli┯i┗le ┮oっ a paっole heaっi‶┯. Does‶’t ¨ea‶ わou’ll a┘tuallわ ┯et that heaっi‶┯, ┗ut
it’s わouっ ンっst eli┯i┗le date. Mi‶e らas De┘e¨┗eっ 雑, 札撮擦3. Eよeっわo‶e kept telli‶┯ ¨e
that ┯iよe‶ the a¨ou‶t o┮ ti¨e I’d ┗ee‶ se‶te‶┘ed to a‶d the ‶atuっe o┮ ¨わ ┘っi¨e
—a‶d all the pu┗li┘itわ suっっou‶di‶┯ it i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o—I should eゎpe┘t a de‶ial o┮
ンよe わeaっs.



But I did‶’t a┘┘ept that. I らas i‶te‶t o‶ shoらi‶┯ ¨わ tっa‶s┮oっ¨atio‶ at the
i‶itial suita┗ilitわ heaっi‶┯.

I k‶eら it らas‶’t ┯oi‶┯ to ┗e easわ. I had to do eよeっわthi‶┯ possi┗le to ┘o‶よi‶┘e
the paっole ┗oaっd I らas a ┘ha‶┯ed ¨a‶. I had to use all ¨わ らillpoらeっ, らits, a‶d
┘っeatiよitわ—skills I ¨isused i‶ the stっeets—to pっoよe ¨わsel┮.

Cha‶┯i‶┯ ¨わ heaっt a‶d de¨o‶stっati‶┯ that ┘ha‶┯e らas the ¨ost i¨poっta‶t
らoっk I らould eよeっ do.

I had to hit a ン‶al li┘k ┮oっ ¨わ li┮e.

Bわ 札撮撮錆, I had‶’t talked diっe┘tlわ to I┘e i‶ ¨oっe tha‶ te‶ わeaっs. I らas o‶lわ ┘alli‶┯
Tっo¨e to ┘he┘k i‶ ┮っo¨ ti¨e to ti¨e.

That idea o┮ usi‶┯ a ┗uリeっ らas still ┮oっei┯‶ to ¨e—I らas still らっappi‶┯ ¨わ
head aっou‶d the idea that I┘e らas‶’t talki‶┯ to ‶o┗odわ o‶ ┘ell pho‶es. The‶ i‶
the su¨¨eっ o┮ 札撮撮錆, Al Patっo¨e did so¨ethi‶┯ that らas so ┘っu┘ial to ¨e. It らas
a s¨all ┯estuっe, ┗ut I’ll appっe┘iate it ┮oっ the っest o┮ ¨わ li┮e.

I told Tっo¨e that I っeallわ らa‶ted to ┘o‶よeわ so¨ethi‶┯ to I┘e peっso‶allわ. 0oi┘e
to よoi┘e. I らa‶ted hi¨ to heaっ the i‶‶eっ ┘ha‶┯es I らas ¨aki‶┯. Tっo¨e thou┯ht
a┗out it ┮oっ a らhile, the‶ he said, 嘗Look, Spike, I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ to ¨ake it happe‶.
Just this o‶e ti¨e, I らa‶t to ┯et this pho‶e to I┘e’s eaっ ┮oっ わou.奨

He らas i‶ L.A. ┗ut らas a┗out to ヶわ to Neら 8oっk to ┗e らith I┘e ┮oっ a ┘o‶┘eっt
i‶ Ma‶hatta‶. He ┯aよe ¨e a spe┘iン┘ ti¨e the ‶eゎt daわ to ┘all ┗a┘k. I did, a‶d he
told ¨e to hold the li‶e. I ┘ould heaっ hi¨ ┯oi‶┯ thっou┯h a hotel lo┗┗わ, talki‶┯ to
se┘uっitわ, eゎplai‶i‶┯ that he らas I┘e-T’s っoad ¨a‶a┯eっ.

He らalked i‶to a hotel っoo¨, theっe らas so¨e ┘hatteっ, the‶ he put his oら‶
Bluetooth pie┘e っi┯ht o‶ I┘e’s eaっ.

嘗Spike?奨
嘗2hat’s up, I┘e?奨
嘗Shit, ┯ood to heaっ わouっ よoi┘e, ¨a‶! 2el┘o¨e ┗a┘k to the ┮a¨ilわ.奨
嘗Ma‶, liste‶, I’よe ┗ee‶ tっわi‶┯ to talk to わou ┮oっ the lo‶┯est. But Tっo¨e a‶d

the¨ らeっe telli‶┯ ¨e theわ ┘ould‶’t eよe‶ ha‶d わou the pho‶e.奨
嘗8eah, I ┯ot the¨ doi‶┯ that,奨 he said. 嘗Do‶’t eよe‶ tっip. Theっe’s a lot o┮ shit

┗ee‶ ┯oi‶┯ o‶ a‶d I’¨ just ‶ot talki‶┯ to people o‶ the pho‶e like I used to. It



has ‶othi‶┯ to do らith わou. Spike, わou’よe ‶eよeっ ┘っossed ¨e. 8ou’ll alらaわs ┗e paっt
o┮ the ┮a¨ilわ.奨

嘗Liste‶, ¨a‶,奨 I said, 嘗I just らa‶ted to let わou k‶oら I’¨ i‶ a Leよel II わaっd
a‶d I’¨ doi‶┯ eよeっわthi‶┯ I ‶eed to do to ┯et っeadわ ┮oっ that ┗oaっd.奨

I told hi¨ a┗out らoっki‶┯ o‶ ¨わ ┘olle┯e de┯っee, っu‶‶i‶┯ the S┘aっed Stっai┯ht
pっo┯っa¨ a‶d a ┗u‶┘h o┮ i‶¨ate sel┮-help ┯っoups. It らas a shoっt ┘all ┗ut I らa‶ted
to ┘o‶よeわ to I┘e peっso‶allわ hoら i‶te‶selわ I らas ┘o¨¨itted to ┘ha‶┯e.

嘗That’s らhat らe らa‶t to heaっ, Spike,奨 I┘e said. 嘗Keep pushi‶┯, ¨a‶. Keep
doi‶┯ らhat わou’っe doi‶┯. Staわ i‶ tou┘h らith Al P., a‶d らe’ll ┗e theっe to help わou
らhe‶ わou ┘o¨e ┗e┮oっe the ┗oaっd.奨

Lo‶┯ ┗e┮oっe ¨わ i‶itial paっole suita┗ilitわ heaっi‶┯, I did the le┯らoっk a‶d ┮ou‶d
a‶ attoっ‶eわ i‶ Oakla‶d ‶a¨ed Keith 2atleわ. He らas ┘o‶sideっed o‶e o┮ the ┗est
i‶ the state at ha‶dli‶┯ paっole ┗oaっds.

I did‶’t haよe the ki‶d o┮ ¨o‶eわ it らas ┯oi‶┯ to ┘ost to っetai‶ hi¨, a‶d ‶o o‶e
i‶ ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ らas i‶ a positio‶ to help. But I┘e らas tっue to his らoっd; he stepped
up to help ン‶a‶┘iallわ. Keith 2atleわ ┘a¨e doら‶ ┮っo¨ Oakla‶d ンよe ti¨es to ¨eet
らith ¨e at Coっ┘oっa‶. Most ┯uわs haよe a ┘ouっt-appoi‶ted attoっ‶eわ らho theわ ¨eet
o‶┘e, ┗っieヶわ, a ┮eら daわs ┗e┮oっe the heaっi‶┯.

The ¨ost よalua┗le thi‶┯ わou ┯et ┮っo¨ a ┯ood pっiよate attoっ‶eわ is a ┮ull
u‶deっsta‶di‶┯ o┮ the o┗sta┘les わou’っe ┮a┘i‶┯ at the ┗oaっd heaっi‶┯. The attoっ‶eわ
┘a‶’t do the haっd らoっk ┮oっ わou. 8ou’よe ┯ot to ┗っi‶┯ the ┗oaっd わeaっs o┮ pっoo┮ that
わou’っe らoっki‶┯ o‶ ┘ha‶┯e: ┘eっtiン┘ates shoらi‶┯ that わou’よe leaっ‶ed よaっious
tっades, ┗ee‶ ┯oi‶┯ to ┘olle┯e, doi‶┯ sel┮-helps. 8ouっ dis┘ipli‶aっわ っe┘oっd has to
speak ┮oっ itsel┮. 8ou ┗etteっ ‶ot a‶わ haよe a‶わ 擦擦雑s—those aっe ad¨i‶istっatiよe
らっite-ups ┮oっ i‶┮っa┘tio‶s i‶ pっiso‶. Eよe‶ duっi‶┯ the heaっi‶┯, わouっ laらわeっ ¨i┯ht
o‶lわ talk ┮oっ ン┮tee‶ ¨i‶utes. The っest is o‶ わou.

But he ┘a‶ pっepaっe わou ┗わ helpi‶┯ わou u‶deっsta‶d stっate┯わ. O‶e thi‶┯ I
leaっ‶ed is that the paっole ┗oaっd is looki‶┯ ┮oっ わou to tell the stoっわ o┮ わouっ li┮e—
わouっ peっso‶al ‶aっっatiよe—i‶ a ┘o¨pelli‶┯ らaわ.

嘗Go i‶ theっe a‶d tell the¨ わouっ stoっわ,奨 Keith 2atleわ said. 嘗Tell the¨ らhわ
わou ┘o¨¨itted the ┘っi¨e. A‶d the ‶u¨┗eっ o‶e thi‶┯ is this: keep it o‶e
hu‶dっed peっ┘e‶t っeal. Do‶’t lie a┗out a‶わthi‶┯. Do‶’t doら‶plaわ a‶わthi‶┯.
Do‶’t ¨i‶i¨ize a‶わthi‶┯. Mi‶i¨izatio‶ is the ¨ai‶ issue the ┗oaっd looks ┮oっ.奨



He told ¨e that i┮ theわ ┮elt I らas ¨i‶i¨izi‶┯ eよe‶ oっe aspe┘t o┮ the ┘っi¨e, I’d
┗e lu┘kわ to らalk aらaわ らith a ンよe-わeaっ de‶ial.

嘗Liste‶, わou’よe ┯ot to put わouっ head o‶ the ┘hoppi‶┯ ┗lo┘k,奨 he said.
嘗8ou’よe ┯ot to ┘ut わouっ oら‶ head oリ ┗e┮oっe theわ do.奨

I‶ otheっ らoっds, I ‶eeded to oら‶ up to all ¨わ ¨istakes a‶d ヶaらs a‶d ┗ad
de┘isio‶s ┗e┮oっe the ┘o¨¨issio‶eっs ┘ould eよe‶ ask ¨e a┗out the¨.

I ‶eeded to des┘っi┗e—i‶ detail—the ki‶d o┮ peっso‶ I らas ┗a┘k the‶. I had to
teaっ doら‶ eよeっわthi‶┯ I’d ┗uilt up oよeっ the わeaっs: ¨わ justiン┘atio‶s,
っatio‶alizatio‶s, all ¨わ de┮e‶se ¨e┘ha‶is¨s. I had to oうっ those ┗ad ┘hoi┘es. I
┘ould‶’t poi‶t the ン‶┯eっ at a‶わo‶e ┗ut ¨わsel┮.

I‶ the ¨o‶ths I spe‶t pっepaっi‶┯ ┮oっ the heaっi‶┯, I took a ¨oっal i‶よe‶toっわ a‶d
a┘┘epted that I’d alloらed ¨わsel┮ to ┗e┘o¨e a tらisted, sel┮-┘e‶teっed i‶diよidual
らho did‶’t stop to thi‶k a┗out the っipple eリe┘ts o┮ a‶わ o┮ ¨わ a┘tio‶s.

But ‶oら I らas ‶eaっlわ ン┮tわ わeaっs old; I らas ‶o lo‶┯eっ the sa¨e selンsh, っe┘kless
わou‶┯ plaわeっ I had ┗ee‶ i‶ ¨わ tらe‶ties. I ‶eeded to diリeっe‶tiate ┗etらee‶ the
peっso‶ らho ┘o¨¨itted those ┘っi¨es a‶d the peっso‶ らho らas ┘o¨i‶┯ to the
┗oaっd hopi‶┯ to ┗e ┯っa‶ted a se┘o‶d ┘ha‶┘e at ┮っeedo¨. The ┘o¨¨issio‶eっs
did‶’t らa‶t to see the Spike らho らas appっehe‶ded i‶ 擦錆錆札 a‶d ┘o‶よi┘ted at tっial
o┮ ンっst-de┯っee ¨uっdeっ.

Theわ ‶eeded to see ¨わ ¨otheっ’s so‶.

Keith 2atleわ らaっ‶ed ¨e that this らould ┗e o‶e o┮ ¨ost i‶ti¨idati‶┯
eゎpeっie‶┘es o┮ ¨わ li┮e. A‶d that らas the tっuth—¨わ i‶itial heaっi‶┯ lasted te‶
houっs. Theわ ┘a¨e a‶d ┯ot ¨e at 捌 a.¨. 2e asse¨┗led i‶ a s¨all ┘o‶┮eっe‶┘e っoo¨
at Coっ┘oっa‶. Ri┯ht i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ ¨e, I らas staっi‶┯ at a pa‶el o┮ thっee
┘o¨¨issio‶eっs ┮っo¨ Sa┘っa¨e‶to; o‶ ¨わ le┮t side, theっe らas a distっi┘t attoっ‶eわ
┮っo¨ Sa‶ Die┯o a‶d Keith 2atleわ; a‶d o‶ ¨わ っi┯ht side, seよeっal ¨e¨┗eっs o┮ the
よi┘ti¨’s ┮a¨ilわ.

These ┘o¨¨issio‶eっs aっe ┮oっ¨eっ jud┯es a‶d ┘ops—theわ ┘a‶ っead わouっ
eゎpっessio‶s a‶d わouっ ┗odわ la‶┯ua┯e. Theわ ┘a‶ tell i┮ わou’っe ┗ei‶┯ si‶┘eっe i‶ わouっ
っespo‶ses oっ ┗ullshitti‶┯ the¨ a‶d just telli‶┯ the¨ らhat theわ らa‶t to heaっ.



嘗Mっ. Pieっ┘e, わou らeっe the っi‶┯leadeっ. 8ou ┘ould haよe ┯o‶e i‶ theっe a‶d just
take‶ the jeらelっわ. 2hわ did‶’t わou?奨

嘗Mっ. Co¨¨issio‶eっ, I did‶’t usuallわ ┘o¨¨it っo┗┗eっies this らaわ, usi‶┯ ┯u‶s.
I usuallわ っo┗┗ed stoっes usi‶┯ the ele¨e‶t o┮ suっpっise. I’d ┗っeak the ┯lass usi‶┯
just a ha¨¨eっ. But o‶ that daわ i‶ Maわ 擦錆錆札, I ¨ade that ┗ad de┘isio‶ to i‶よolよe
a ┯っoup o┮ people らho らa‶ted to use ┯u‶s, ┗e┘ause that らas theiっ ¨ethod o┮
っo┗┗eっわ.奨

I told the ┘o¨¨issio‶eっs, 嘗That らas the ¨a‶‶eっ o┮ peっso‶ I らas ┗a┘k the‶.
Todaわ, tらe‶tわ-o‶e わeaっs lateっ, that’s ‶ot the sa¨e peっso‶ わou see sitti‶┯ ┗e┮oっe
わou.奨

Foっ houっs theわ disse┘ted eよeっわ aspe┘t o┮ the pla‶‶i‶┯ a‶d eゎe┘utio‶ o┮ the
┘っi¨e. 2e らe‶t thっou┯h all the ‶u¨eっous ti¨es らhe‶ I ┘ould haよe stopped it.

O‶e ┘o¨¨issio‶eっ らa‶ted to k‶oら らhわ I’d joi‶ed Al┘oholi┘s A‶o‶わ¨ous
a‶d Naっ┘oti┘s A‶o‶わ¨ous:

嘗Mっ. Pieっ┘e, わou らeっe‶’t i‶よolよed i‶ dっu┯s a‶d al┘ohol?奨
嘗No, ┗ut I っealized I らas liよi‶┯ the li┮e o┮ ┘っi¨i‶alitわ at a leよel that らas a‶

addi┘tio‶,奨 I said. 嘗Mわ li┮e o┮ ┘っi¨i‶alitわ らas ¨わ addi┘tio‶. Not just the
っo┗┗i‶┯, ┗ut the らo¨a‶izi‶┯… doi‶┯ thi‶┯s that らas‶’t le┯al. A‶わ ti¨e わou っo┗,
わou steal, わou disっespe┘t so¨eo‶e i‶ a‶わ ┘apa┘itわ, all that ┮alls, to ¨e, u‶deっ
妾┘っi¨i‶alitわ.’ I ‶eeded help i‶ that aっea. These sel┮-helps like N.A. ¨ade ¨e
u‶deっsta‶d らhわ I ‶eeded God to ┘ha‶┯e ¨e. I ┘ould‶’t do it ┗わ ¨わsel┮.奨

The pa‶el らa‶ted to k‶oら らhわ I’d oっ┘hestっated the っo┗┗eっies i‶ La Jolla—
┗esides the alluっe o┮ 嘗┮ast ¨o‶eわ.奨 Theわ asked ¨e to ‶ail doら‶ the 嘗┘ausatiよe
┮a┘toっs奨 that had dっiよe‶ ¨e toらaっd ┘っi¨i‶alitわ.

嘗Mわ loら sel┮-estee¨,奨 I said. 嘗Mわ i¨pulsiよe de┘isio‶-¨aki‶┯, ┯っeed, lazi‶ess,
selンsh‶ess.奨

Theわ asked ¨e a┗out ¨わ i‶heっe‶t se‶se o┮ っi┯ht a‶d らっo‶┯. I told the¨ I
alらaわs had a se‶se o┮ っi┯ht a‶d らっo‶┯. But the ¨a‶‶eっ o┮ peっso‶ I らas ┗a┘k
the‶, I らas ┘o‶ditio‶ed to ┗ei‶┯ っe┘kless a‶d selンsh, a‶d I らas‶’t liste‶i‶┯ to ¨わ
┘o‶s┘ie‶┘e telli‶┯ ¨e that らhat I らas doi‶┯ らas らっo‶┯.

I apolo┯ized to the よi┘ti¨’s ┮a¨ilわ; I ad¨itted that eよe‶ thou┯h I did‶’t shoot
hi¨, I らas tっulわ the peっso‶ っespo‶si┗le ┮oっ hi¨ losi‶┯ his li┮e:



嘗I っe┯っet eよeっわ ¨o¨e‶t that I did‶’t stop this ┘っi¨e ┮っo¨ happe‶i‶┯. A‶d I
k‶oら I destっoわed his ┮a¨ilわ. I took aらaわ his ┘ha‶┘e to liよe, his ┘ha‶┘e to ┗e a
┮atheっ, a paっe‶t, a ┯っa‶d┮atheっ, らat┘h his u‶┗oっ‶ kids ┯っoら. I k‶oら I took aらaわ
his ┘ha‶┘e to ┘o‶ti‶ue to loよe his らi┮e—a らidoら ┗e┘ause o┮ ¨e. I k‶oら I set all
these thi‶┯s i‶ ¨otio‶.… I took so ¨u┘h ┮っo¨ that ┮a¨ilわ, I took a paっt o┮
eよeっわ┗odわ that loよed hi¨, a pie┘e o┮ eよeっわo‶e that loよed hi¨, a‶d that hau‶ts
¨e eよeっわ daわ ┗e┘ause I’¨ asha¨ed o┮ ¨わsel┮ a‶d I’¨ ┯uiltわ o┮ it. A‶d ‶ot a daわ
┯oes ┗わ that I do‶’t thi‶k a┗out it. Foっ the っest o┮ ¨わ li┮e, u‶til I die, that’s ┯oi‶┯
to ┗e paっt o┮ ¨わ li┮e.奨

Hoらeよeっ, I stっessed that I らas‶’t the sa¨e peっso‶ I らas らhe‶ I ┘o¨¨itted
the ┘っi¨e. 嘗I’よe ┘ha‶┯ed,奨 I said. 嘗I’よe ┘ha‶┯ed ¨わ よalue sわste¨, ¨わ ┗elie┮s. I’よe
らoっked haっd, thっou┯h ┗ehaよioっal っeha┗ilitatio‶ a‶d theっapわ, tらelよe-steps, a‶d
¨わ eよeっわdaわ li┮e. I k‶oら I haよe the ┘o‶ンde‶┘e to do thi‶┯s that aっe ‶e┘essaっわ ┮oっ
¨e to ┗e a ┘o‶tっi┗utoっ to so┘ietわ i‶ a positiよe らaわ. That’s the らaわ I らould like to
┗e っe¨e¨┗eっed—as so¨eo‶e らho ¨ade the ┘ha‶┯e u‶deっ these ┘iっ┘u¨sta‶┘es
that I ┗っou┯ht o‶ ¨わsel┮.奨

2he‶ らe adjouっ‶ed a‶d the ┘o¨¨issio‶eっs deli┗eっated, the poli┘e took ¨e
┗a┘k to a holdi‶┯ ┘ell. Mわ attoっ‶eわ told ¨e he thou┯ht I’d ha‶dled that te‶-houっ
heaっi‶┯ as らell as a‶わo‶e ┘ould haよe ha‶dled it, ┗ut he said the ¨ost likelわ
out┘o¨e らas a de‶ial—¨aわ┗e thっee わeaっs. Maわ┗e ンよe. Maわ┗e seよe‶.

Theわ ┘alled us ┗a┘k i‶to the っoo¨ a‶d told us theiっ de┘isio‶. Theわ ┗elieよed
that I had ┘ha‶┯ed a‶d ¨わ っe┘oっd i‶di┘ated I’d ┗ee‶ a ¨odel i‶¨ate. Theわ ┮elt I
らas ‶o lo‶┯eっ a sa┮etわ っisk to so┘ietわ a‶d ┮ou‶d ¨e suita┗le ┮oっ paっole.

Al¨ost i¨¨ediatelわ, the Sa‶ Die┯o DA らっote the ┯oよeっ‶oっ’s oロ┘e appeali‶┯
the ン‶di‶┯ o┮ suita┗ilitわ. The DA aっ┯ued that I still posed a si┯‶iン┘a‶t っisk to
pu┗li┘ sa┮etわ. The よi┘ti¨’s ┮a¨ilわ らeっe also stっo‶┯lわ opposed to ¨わ ┗ei‶┯
っeleased.

It らas ei┯htee‶ ¨o‶ths lateっ ┗e┮oっe らe had a se┘o‶d heaっi‶┯. The ンっst
ょuestio‶ the ┘o¨¨issio‶eっs asked ¨e らas hoら I ┮elt a┗out ┗ei‶┯ at this appeal
heaっi‶┯, hoら I ┮elt a┗out ¨わ っelease date ┗ei‶┯ take‶ aらaわ. I k‶eら theわ らeっe
jud┯i‶┯ ¨わ ┗odわ la‶┯ua┯e, tっわi‶┯ to see i┮ I らould ¨ai‶tai‶ ¨わ ┘o¨posuっe.

嘗I ┮eel like I’¨ a ┘ha‶┯ed ¨a‶,奨 I said. 嘗But i┮ the ┗oaっd ┮eels like I haよe‶’t
┘ha‶┯ed, the‶ I do‶’t うaっt to ┯o ho¨e. I do‶’t うaっt わou to っelease ¨e. Be┘ause



I’よe do‶e eよeっわthi‶┯ that I ┘a‶ possi┗lわ do to de¨o‶stっate the ┘ha‶┯e. I┮ わou ┮eel
I haよe‶’t ┘ha‶┯ed suロ┘ie‶tlわ, I’d ask わou, 妾2hat else do わou らa‶t ¨e to do?’ 奨

The ¨ai‶ ょuestio‶ I had to addっess らas the DA’s asseっtio‶ that I ┮ailed to
u‶deっsta‶d the 嘗‶atuっal a‶d pっo┗a┗le ┘o‶seょue‶┘es奨 o┮ ¨わ a┘tio‶s. Muっdeっ らas
‶ot ¨わ i‶te‶t らhe‶ pla‶‶i‶┯ the っo┗┗eっies i‶ La Jolla. But that does‶’t ¨atteっ
i‶ the eわes o┮ the laら.

嘗Be┘ause ¨わ a┘┘o¨pli┘es らeっe usi‶┯ ┯u‶s i‶ a ┘っi¨e that I pla‶‶ed,奨 I said, 嘗I
should haよe っe┘o┯‶ized that theっe らas a っeaso‶a┗le pっo┗a┗ilitわ that so¨eo‶e
らould ┯et shot a‶d killed duっi‶┯ the ┘o¨¨issio‶ o┮ that ┘っi¨e. A‶d, tっa┯i┘allわ,
that らas the ┘ase.奨

Theわ ┯っilled ¨e ┗a┘k a‶d ┮oっth ┮oっ houっs a‶d the‶, a┮teっ a っe┘ess, the
┘o¨¨issio‶eっs ┘alled us ┗a┘k i‶. 嘗Based o‶ ouっ ン‶di‶┯s, らe ┮eel that Mっ. Pieっ┘e
らould ‶o lo‶┯eっ pose a‶ u‶っeaso‶a┗le っisk to so┘ietわ, a‶d らe do ン‶d hi¨
suita┗le ┮oっ paっole.奨

I shook Keith 2atleわ’s ha‶d, ┗ut I らas‶’t a┗out to ┘ele┗っate. He’d alっeadわ
eゎplai‶ed to ¨e that theっe’s a‶otheっ 擦札撮-daわ らaiti‶┯ peっiod. Eよe‶ thou┯h I’d
tらi┘e ┗ee‶ ┮ou‶d suita┗le a‶d ┯っa‶ted paっole, i┮ theっe らas e‶ou┯h politi┘al
pっessuっe, the ┯oよeっ‶oっ ┘ould oよeっっule the ┗oaっd らith o‶e stっoke o┮ the pe‶.
2he‶ it ┘o¨es to ¨uっdeっ ┘ases i‶ Cali┮oっ‶ia, that’s the laら.

It らas the a┮teっ‶oo‶ o┮ Ja‶uaっわ 鯖, 札撮擦皐, ¨oっe tha‶ thっee わeaっs si‶┘e ¨わ ンっst
paっole heaっi‶┯. I らas‶’t eゎpe┘ti‶┯ to ┯o ┮っee a‶わti¨e soo‶. A┘tuallわ, I らas
┗っa┘i‶┯ ¨わsel┮ ┮oっ a de‶ial. I ン┯uっed I’d ┯et the ‶eらs i‶ the ¨ail saわi‶┯ that
Goよeっ‶oっ Jeっっわ Bっoら‶ had oよeっtuっ‶ed ¨わ suita┗ilitわ a‶d I らould ‶eed to ┘o¨e
┗e┮oっe the ┗oaっd i‶ a‶otheっ ンよe oっ seよe‶ わeaっs.

I┮ that らas the ┘ase, I had to a┘┘ept it. I had to tっust ¨わ ¨otheっ’s らoっds:
God うill ╅et you out iっ His tiょe.
That a┮teっ‶oo‶ the alaっ¨s らe‶t oリ a‶d らe らe‶t i‶to lo┘kdoら‶. The ┘ops

らeっe seaっ┘hi‶┯ all the doっ¨s ┮oっ ┘o‶tっa┗a‶d—espe┘iallわ ┘ell pho‶es a‶d dっu┯s.
Theわ stっipped us doら‶ to ouっ ┗oゎeっs a‶d took us out o┮ ouっ ┗uildi‶┯. 2e らeっe
all i‶side o┮ a kit┘he‶, らith the poli┘e up i‶ the ┯u‶ toらeっ らat┘hi‶┯ eよeっわ┗odわ



—Bla┘ks, らhites, Hispa‶i┘s—all out theっe to┯etheっ らeaっi‶┯ o‶lわ ouっ shoらeっ
shoes a‶d u‶deっらeaっ.

I‶ the ¨iddle o┮ the seaっ┘h, I heaっd oよeっ the loudspeakeっ:
嘗Pieっ┘e, っepoっt to the ┘ou‶seloっ’s oロ┘e.奨
I looked at o‶e o┮ the ┘ops. 嘗Hoら ┘a‶ I ┯o to the ┘ou‶seloっ’s oロ┘e? I ai‶’t

らeaっi‶┯ ‶o pa‶ts!奨
A ┘ouple o┮ the っiot-sょuad poli┘e ┘a¨e a‶d took ¨e ┗a┘k to ┯et a shiっt a‶d

paiっ o┮ pa‶ts, a‶d theわ a┘┘o¨pa‶ied ¨e to the pっo┯っa¨s oロ┘e. Mわ ┘ou‶seloっ
らas a わou‶┯ Hispa‶i┘ らo¨a‶, Ms. Lopez; she らas ┮aiっlわ ‶eら at Coっ┘oっa‶, a‶d
I’d o‶lわ dealt らith heっ o‶┘e oっ tらi┘e. 2he‶ I らalked i‶, she らas staっi‶┯ at so¨e
papeっらoっk o‶ heっ desk.

嘗Hoら aっe わou doi‶┯, Mっ. Pieっ┘e?奨 she said.
嘗I’¨ ン‶e, ¨a’a¨.奨
嘗Hoら do わou ┮eel a┗out ┯oi‶┯ ho¨e?奨
I らas‶’t suっe I’d heaっd ┘oっっe┘tlわ so I asked, 嘗Hoら do I ┮eel a┗out らhat?奨
嘗Mっ. Pieっ┘e, わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ ho¨e to¨oっっoら.奨
嘗Aっe わou seっious?奨
She eゎplai‶ed that Goよeっ‶oっ Bっoら‶ had si┯‶ed the oっdeっ oロ┘iallわ ┯っa‶ti‶┯

¨e paっole: Ja‶uaっわ 捌, 札撮擦皐, らas ¨わ っelease date.
Foっ a lo‶┯ ti¨e, I ┘ould‶’t eよe‶ speak. Teaっs らeっe stっea¨i‶┯ doら‶ ¨わ ┘heeks.
嘗Mっ. Pieっ┘e, I’¨ happわ ┮oっ わou,奨 she said, s¨ili‶┯. 嘗8ou’よe らoっked よeっわ haっd

to ¨ake this happe‶.奨
The poli┘e led ¨e ┗a┘k to the ┘hoら hall. Eよeっわo‶e らas aski‶┯ ¨e らhat らas

┯oi‶┯ o‶, らhわ I らas らeaっi‶┯ ┘lothes, ┗ut I ┘ould‶’t tell the¨ the tっuth—I’ょ
╅oiっ╅ hoょe toょorroう! Fiっst o┮ all, it らas haっd ┮oっ ¨e to ┗elieよe. I らas still i‶
sho┘k. I kept ┮eeli‶┯ the っu┯ ¨i┯ht ┗e s‶at┘hed out ┮っo¨ u‶deっ ¨e. Se┘o‶d o┮
all, so¨e o┮ these ┯uわs haよe ┗ee‶ de‶ied tらo oっ thっee ti¨es, a‶d I did‶’t らa‶t
the¨ to ┮eel ┮u┘ked up that I らas ┯っa‶ted paっole at ¨わ ンっst suita┗ilitわ heaっi‶┯.
Be┘ause ┮っo¨ eよeっわthi‶┯ I heaっd, that al¨ost っeぅer happe‶s to so¨eo‶e らith a
li┮e se‶te‶┘e.

It ¨i┯ht haよe ┗ee‶ the stっa‶┯est ‶i┯ht I eよeっ spe‶t duっi‶┯ all ¨わ わeaっs i‶
pっiso‶. I ┘ould‶’t ┮all asleep ┮oっ eよe‶ a ¨i‶ute. I らas too eゎ┘ited a┗out the idea



o┮ ┯oi‶┯ ┮っee. But also, I らas still ‶ot ┗elieよi‶┯ it. I laわ o‶ top o┮ ¨わ ┗ed, eわes
らide ope‶, ┮ullわ dっessed.

I‶ the ¨oっ‶i‶┯, I looked outside a‶d it らas a ┘old, ┮o┯┯わ daわ. A‶otheっ
a‶‶ou‶┘e¨e‶t ┘a¨e oよeっ the loudspeakeっs.

嘗Pieっ┘e, っepoっt to the ┗a┘k ┯ate.奨
I ┯aよe all ¨わ ┗elo‶┯i‶┯s to o‶e o┮ ¨わ ho¨ies: T0, ┗ooks, ┘lothes, shoes. I

did‶’t らa‶t to ┘aっっわ a‶わthi‶┯ らith ¨e eゎ┘ept ¨わ dau┯hteっ’s pi┘tuっes, ¨わ photo
al┗u¨s o┮ the Sわ‶di┘ate, ¨わ le┯al papeっらoっk, a‶d i¨poっta‶t letteっs—espe┘iallわ
the o‶e ¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ らっote o‶ heっ death┗ed.

As I らas leaよi‶┯ the doっ¨, theっe らas ┗ou‶┘e i‶ ¨わ stっide. So¨eo‶e shouted
to ¨e:

嘗8ou ┯oi‶’ ho¨e, Spike?奨
嘗Hell わeah—I’¨ ┯oi‶┯ ho¨e.奨
Noら the らhole ┗uildi‶┯ staっted ┘lappi‶┯.
I ┯ot outside a‶d the ┮o┯ らas so thi┘k I ┘ould‶’t see te‶ ┮eet i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ ¨わ

┮a┘e. I らas sippi‶┯ ┮っo¨ a ┘a‶ o┮ oっa‶┯e soda a‶d らalki‶┯ past the poli┘e らith a
s¨ile.

嘗Pieっ┘e, わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ ho¨e?奨
嘗8es, I a¨, siっ.奨
嘗Good ┮oっ わou, Pieっ┘e. Co‶┯っatulatio‶s.奨
Theっe らas a pっiso‶ よa‶ らaiti‶┯ to take ¨e to a tっai‶ statio‶. Theわ had alっeadわ

┗ou┯ht ¨e the ti┘kets o‶ A¨tっak ┯oi‶┯ to Bakeっsンeld a‶d the‶ o‶ Gっeわhou‶d
to L.A. Theわ らaited らith ¨e at the statio‶ a‶d phわsi┘allわ es┘oっted ¨e to ¨わ seat
o‶ the tっai‶. I’d ‶eよeっ ┗ee‶ o‶ a‶ A¨tっak i‶ ¨わ li┮e. Eよeっわthi‶┯ らas ‶eら a‶d
¨odeっ‶, a‶d it ┮elt like I らas o‶ a spa┘eship—eよeっわ┗odわ らas staっi‶┯ at theiっ
iPads a‶d s¨aっtpho‶es a‶d talki‶┯ to the¨selよes. It took ¨e a らhile to
u‶deっsta‶d theわ らeっe o‶ Bluetooth eaっpie┘es.

I らas ┯lued to ¨わ seat like a kid o‶ a ンeld tっip, taki‶┯ it all i‶. I ┯ot oリ at
Bakeっsンeld, tっa‶s┮eっっed to a Gっeわhou‶d, a‶d ┯ot doら‶ to U‶io‶ Statio‶ i‶ L.A.
It らas sらaっ¨i‶┯ らith people っushi‶┯ eよeっわらheっe. I stopped so¨eo‶e to ask ┮oっ
diっe┘tio‶s to らheっe I らas headi‶┯ i‶ doら‶toら‶ L.A.

嘗8ou ‶eed to take the ┗lue li‶e to the っed li‶e…奨



Ma‶, I did‶’t k‶oら a‶わthi‶┯ a┗out ┗lue li‶es a‶d っed li‶es! I’d ‶eよeっ ┗ee‶ o‶
the L.A. su┗らaわ sわste¨. But I ¨a‶a┯ed to ン‶d ¨わ らaわ doら‶ to this tっa‶sitio‶al
housi‶┯ pla┘e ┘alled A¨itわ, o‶ Gっa‶d a‶d Thiっtわ-Seよe‶th Stっeet. Mわ ンっst ¨eal
theっe, I i¨¨ediatelわ ┯ot っeallわ si┘k. Jail ┮ood a‶d らhat らe ┘all 嘗stっeet ┮ood奨—
┮ood out i‶ the ┮っee らoっld—aっe‶’t the sa¨e. I’d ┗ee‶ eati‶┯ jail ┮ood ┮oっ so ¨a‶わ
わeaっs, ¨わ sわste¨ ┘ould‶’t ha‶dle the っi┘h‶ess o┮ stっeet ┮ood.

The staリ se‶t ¨e to a ┘li‶i┘ o‶ Skid Roら to ┯et so¨e ¨edi┘atio‶. I had to
take a ┗us theっe, a‶d this oldeっ Hispa‶i┘ dude らho’d paっoled out a ┮eら ¨o‶ths
eaっlieっ ┘a¨e らith ¨e; he らas ki‶d o┮ like a ┘hapeっo‶e, si‶┘e I らas ┮eeli‶┯ so si┘k
a‶d it らas ¨わ ンっst daわ o‶ the stっeet.

He らas a pっettわ ┘ool dude a‶d he had a little ┘ell pho‶e, らhi┘h he let ¨e use
o‶┘e らe らeっe i‶ the らaiti‶┯ っoo¨ at the ┘li‶i┘. Mわ ンっst ┘all らas to Tっo¨e. I
did‶’t eよe‶ let hi¨ k‶oら I らas ┗a┘k o‶ the stっeets.

嘗2ho’s this?奨 He did‶’t っe┘o┯‶ize the ‶u¨┗eっ o‶ the ┘alleっ ID.
嘗Heわ, Tっo¨e, it’s Spike. 2hat’s ┯oi‶┯ o‶?奨
嘗Heわ, Spike, らhat’s happe‶i‶┯ up theっe?奨 He らas talki‶┯ っeal ‶o‶┘hala‶t,

si‶┘e he thi‶ks I’¨ still o‶ the pっiso‶ わaっd.
嘗Liste‶, ¨a‶, I’¨ staわi‶┯ at this pla┘e doら‶toら‶ ┗ut ¨わ sto¨a┘h’s all

┮u┘ked up a‶d I’¨ tっわi‶┯ to ┯et ¨e so¨e ¨edi┘i‶e—奨
嘗2ait, らhat? Doら‶toら‶? 8ou’っe out?奨
嘗8eah, ‶i┯┯a, I’¨ out!奨
嘗8ou ┗ullshitti‶’, Spike!奨
嘗Ni┯┯a, I’¨ out. I’¨ doら‶ heっe o‶ Skid Roら at a ┘li‶i┘ that these people

se‶t ¨e to.奨
Stっai┯htaらaわ he saわs, 嘗Giよe ¨e the ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ addっess, I’ll put it i‶ the

GPS. Do‶’t leaよe that ┘li‶i┘, Spike.奨
He dっopped eよeっわthi‶┯ he らas doi‶┯. I らas sitti‶┯ theっe i‶ the ¨iddle o┮ a

らaiti‶┯ っoo¨ a‶d thiっtわ ¨i‶utes lateっ, Tっo¨e pulled up i‶ his らhite Meっ┘edes-
AMG, ┯oi‶┯ the らっo‶┯ らaわ o‶ a o‶e-らaわ stっeet. Just le┮t his ┘aっ theっe i‶ the
stっeet, っushed i‶side らith a ┮eら otheっ dudes. 2e had all ┯otte‶ so ¨u┘h oldeっ, I
did‶’t eよe‶ っealize that it らas tらo o┮ ¨わ ho¨ies ┮っo¨ the 3撮s, Mi┘hael Ca‶sleっ
a‶d Teっっわ Ca‶sleっ.



Theわ all っa‶ i‶ a‶d hu┯┯ed ¨e at the sa¨e ti¨e—it al¨ost ┮elt like I らas
┗ei‶┯ ta┘kled. 2e just stood theっe i‶ the ┘li‶i┘, a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┯っoら‶-ass ¨e‶ らith
┯っaわ haiっ—huddled to┯etheっ, ┘っわi‶┯ to┯etheっ. The‶ Cousi‶ Ri┘h a‶d his so‶
shoらed up a‶d staっted hu┯┯i‶┯ ¨e a‶d ┘っわi‶┯, too. I had‶’t see‶ Ri┘h i‶ ¨oっe
tha‶ tらe‶tわ わeaっs, a‶d it らas ¨わ ンっst ti¨e ¨eeti‶┯ his so‶.

8ou see, that’s Tっo¨e’s ┯et-doら‶; i‶ less tha‶ thiっtわ ¨i‶utes he had let all
these dudes k‶oら the ‶eらs, a‶d it らas a ¨o┗ s┘e‶e i‶ that ┘li‶i┘. Theっe らas so
¨u┘h e¨otio‶ ┗e┘ause ‶o‶e o┮ the¨ ┘ould ┗elieよe I らas っeallわ ┮っee.

The se┘uっitわ ┯uaっd らas a ¨iddle-a┯ed Bla┘k ladわ a‶d I heaっd heっ saわi‶┯ u‶deっ
heっ ┗っeath, 嘗2hoeよeっ this dude is, theわ loぅe hi¨.奨

2e らeっe ¨aki‶┯ so ¨u┘h ┘o¨¨otio‶ that らe ‶eeded to take it out i‶to the
stっeet. The ┘li‶i┘ らas o‶ a っou┯h ┗lo┘k—らe had to sidestep a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ho¨eless
dudes lわi‶┯ theっe. I らas just tっわi‶┯ to ┯et ¨わ ┗eaっi‶┯s, tっわi‶┯ to ┗elieよe all this
らas a┘tuallわ happe‶i‶┯.

嘗Hold o‶, hold o‶,奨 Tっo¨e said, a‶d ‶eゎt thi‶┯ わou k‶oら he らas ¨aki‶┯ a
よideo ┘all to so¨e┗odわ. At ンっst, I did‶’t eよe‶ っealize that he らas talki‶┯ to I┘e i‶
Neら 8oっk.

嘗Theっe’s pっoo┮ o┮ li┮e,奨 Tっo¨e said.
嘗Pっoo┮ o┮ li┮e? 2hat the ┮u┘k—奨
嘗Spike hit the ┗っi┘ks.奨
嘗2hat! Mわ ‶i┯┯a’s hoょe? Foっ っeal?奨
Tっo¨e tuっ‶ed the pho‶e aっou‶d so らe ┘ould see ea┘h otheっ.
嘗Spike, ¨a‶, わou っeallわ out? 8ou’っe っeallわ ho¨e?奨
I┘e had a ┗i┯ s¨ile, a‶d it looked like he had teaっs i‶ his eわes.
嘗8eah, I┘e,奨 I said, らipi‶┯ ¨わ oら‶ eわes らith the ┗a┘k o┮ ¨わ ha‶d. 嘗I’¨ っeallわ

ho¨e.奨



EPILOGUE

SPLIT DECISION

The hoょies ┮aょe ┭a┮k ╄roょ the peっ
Aっd うe all うorked to╅ether
True ╄rieっds

—ICE, 実THAT’S HOW I’M LIVIN’ 蔀

ICE

Whe‶ らe saら ea┘h otheっ o‶ that よideo ┘all, ┮oっ ¨e, ho‶estlわ, it らas like seei‶┯ a
┮u┘ki‶┯ ┯host. The thi‶┯ that ┗leら ¨わ ¨i‶d らas that Spike’s ┮a┘e looked the
sa¨e. Moっe tha‶ tらo de┘ades i‶ pっiso‶ a‶d his ┮a┘e had‶’t ┘ha‶┯ed a ┗it.

I ¨ea‶, っo┭ody thou┯ht Spike らas eよeっ ┘o¨i‶┯ ho¨e.
I do‶’t thi‶k Spike eよe‶ ┗elieよed he らas ┘o¨i‶┯ ho¨e.
A‶d the ┘っaziest paっt らas hoら he just tou┘hed doら‶ らithout らaっ‶i‶┯. I

¨ea‶, Spike did‶’t let a‶わo‶e k‶oら—‶ot eよe‶ his ┮a¨ilわ.
It らas わeaっs si‶┘e his paっole heaっi‶┯, so らe ン┯uっed he らas still stu┘k. 2e

ン┯uっed he ┯ot a de‶ial. The ┗oaっd ¨ust haよe slapped hi¨ らith a ンよe-わeaっ oっ
seよe‶-わeaっ de‶ial.

But the‶ sudde‶lわ he’s out, ┮っee as a ┗iっd, sta‶di‶┯ らith Al P. o‶ a stっeet i‶
doら‶toら‶ L.A.

I らas ┗usわ shooti‶┯ Laう & Order a‶d did‶’t ┯et ┗a┘k to L.A. ┮oっ a ¨i‶ute. I
had a ┘o‶┘eっt i‶ Hollわらood a ┮eら ¨o‶ths lateっ a‶d Spike ┘a¨e ┗a┘ksta┯e, ┗ut I
らas ¨oよi‶┯ a‶d ┯っooよi‶┯, a┗out to peっ┮oっ¨, a‶d it らas‶’t u‶til the ‶eゎt



¨oっ‶i‶┯ that らe had a ┘ha‶┘e to ┘hop it up. Me a‶d Co┘o らeっe staわi‶┯ at the
Lo‶do‶ hotel, Spike ┘a¨e ┗わ, a‶d I took hi¨ out ┮oっ ┗っeak┮ast.

I¨¨ediatelわ, I らas tっわi‶┯ to see らheっe his head らas at. I haよe this o‶e
ょuestio‶ らhe‶eよeっ I see ┘ats らho’よe just ┘o¨e out o┮ pっiso‶.

Aっe わou doっe?
Bわ that I ¨ea‶: Aっe わou do‶e testi‶┯ the sわste¨? Aっe わou do‶e ┘halle‶┯i‶┯

the っules? Aっe わou do‶e ┗っeaki‶┯ the ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ laら?
Be┘ause ┘っi¨e is like dっu┯s. It’s a‶ addi┘tio‶. I ┘a‶’t っeha┗ わou. 8ouっ ┮a¨ilわ

┘a‶’t っeha┗ わou. No┗odわ else ┘a‶. 8ou haよe to de┘ide to do it. That’s a sel┮-
i¨posed ¨e‶tal pla┘e わou’よe ┯ot to ┗e at.

2e oっdeっed so¨e ┗っeak┮ast. 2e talked ┮oっ a ┮eら ¨i‶utes a┗out hoら he らas
っeadjusti‶┯ to li┮e o‶ the stっeets. The‶ I looked hi¨ i‶ the eわes.

嘗Di┯, ¨a‶, aっe わou doっe?奨
嘗Liste‶,奨 he said. 嘗I’¨ doっe. No らaわ I’¨ eよeっ ┯oi‶┯ ┗a┘k.奨
2he‶ he said that, I らas studわi‶┯ his ┮a┘ial eゎpっessio‶ ┗e┘ause I ┘a‶ っead

Spike like a ┗ook. I っespe┘t hi¨ ┮oっ らho he is っe┯aっdless o┮ the ¨istakes he’s
¨ade.

嘗I┘e,奨 he said, 嘗I ┘a‶’t ┗e doi‶┯ ‶o‶e o┮ that selンsh shit ‶o ¨oっe.奨
Selfish.
That らas a keわ らoっd ┮oっ ¨e. That’s らhat I ‶eeded to heaっ.
Be┘ause at the e‶d o┮ the daわ, ┘っi¨i‶alitわ is the ulti¨ate selンsh zo‶e. 8ou

らa‶t eよeっわthi‶┯ a‶d わou do‶’t らa‶t to らoっk ┮oっ it. 8ou ┮eel e‶titled to just ┯o
out a‶d take shit. Plus, わou thi‶k わou’っe s¨aっteっ tha‶ eよeっわo‶e else—that’s a
toゎi┘ ¨iゎ.

I┘e┗eっ┯ Sli¨ said it ┗est: らe ┗e┘o¨e 嘗stっeet poiso‶ed.奨
I sat theっe らith Spike at ┗っeak┮ast, thi‶ki‶┯ a┗out hoら らe had ┗ee‶ o‶ this

paっallel ┘ouっse. 2e had ┗ee‶ ┘っi¨e paっt‶eっs, out theっe hitti‶┯ li┘ks to┯etheっ, ┗ut
the‶ the ¨usi┘ ┗u┯ ┗it ¨e, I ┯ot out o┮ the ┯a¨e, a‶d ouっ paths diよeっ┯ed.

嘗I ┯ot a pass, Spike. Soょehoう, I ┯ot a pass. Hu‶dっeds a‶d hu‶dっeds o┮
┮elo‶ies, I ai‶’t ‶eよeっ ┯o to pっiso‶. All those わeaっs i‶ the ┯a¨e, liよi‶┯ o‶ that
k‶i┮e’s ed┯e. I らas alらaわs o‶e slip, o‶e ¨istake, o‶e ┗ad ┯etaらaわ ┮っo¨ the
pe‶ite‶tiaっわ.



嘗I’¨ so lu┘kわ i‶ ¨わ li┮e todaわ. I ┯ot a ┗eauti┮ul らi┮e, a ┗eauti┮ul little
dau┯hteっ. I らo‶’t jeopaっdize that ┮oっ a‶わthi‶┯. Di┯, ¨a‶, I らo‶’t eよe‶ jaわらalk i‶
Neら 8oっk. I らo‶’t spit o‶ the sideらalk. Spike, I ┮eel like i┮ I ┗っoke the laら todaわ
—the らaわ ¨わ li┮e has ┘ha‶┯ed—I’d ┗e issued i‶sta‶t kaっ¨a. I ho‶estlわ ┗elieよe
that i┮ ┗っoke the laら, I’d ┗e stっu┘k doら‶ dead o‶ the spot. I’d haよe a ┮u┘ki‶┯
heaっt atta┘k oっ so¨ethi‶┯, わou k‶oら?奨

嘗Ma‶, I heaっ わou.奨
I らa‶ted to help Spike out, ┗ut ┮っo¨ ¨わ poi‶t o┮ よieら, theっe らeっe a ┗u‶┘h o┮

o┗sta┘les. I’¨ よeっわ ¨ethodi┘al i‶ the らaわ I do shit. O‶e o┗sta┘le leads to the
‶eゎt o┗sta┘le. I’¨ like, 嘗Okaわ, Spike, I’¨ happわ わou’っe out. 2heっe’s わouっ head
at? 8ou’っe do‶e testi‶┯ the sわste¨? Cool. 8ou’っe sょuaっed up? I┮ わou’っe do‶e, a‶d
わou’っe si‶┘eっe a┗out liよi‶┯ the っest o┮ わouっ li┮e le┯it, that’s o‶e huっdle ┘leaっed.奨

The ┗i┯┯est o┗sta┘le I ┘ould ┮oっesee らith Spike らas e┯o. I ¨ea‶, all plaわeっs,
hustleっs, a‶d stっeet ┘ats haよe this i‶ヶated se‶se o┮ theiっ oら‶ i¨poっta‶┘e. Theわ’っe
alらaわs saわi‶┯, 嘗Ni┯┯a, I らould っeぅer do that shit.奨 So¨e ┗asi┘ paっt o┮ eよeっわdaわ
li┮e, so¨e ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ thi‶┯ oっ a‶otheっ, is alらaわs ┗e‶eath the¨.

I┮ わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to ┮u‶┘tio‶ i‶ the っeal らoっld, わou’よe ┯ot to ┯et oよeっ that.
8ou’よe ┯ot to ┗e a┗le to sらalloら わouっ pっide.

I‶ the le┯it らoっld, わou haよe to do らhat わou haよe to do ┭e╄ore わou ┘a‶ do らhat
わou らa‶t to do. Stっeet dudes eょuate that らith kissi‶┯ ass, ┗ut i‶ っealitわ it just
¨ea‶s わou’っe paわi‶┯ dues, らoっki‶┯ わouっ らaわ up i‶ the らoっld. 2he‶ わou’っe i‶
the stっeet, わou’っe a ┗oss a‶d わou’っe out theっe ┘alli‶┯ わouっ oら‶ shots. But らhe‶
わou ┯et a sょuaっe jo┗, わou’っe ┯oi‶┯ to haよe to らoっk わouっ らaわ up the laddeっ. Spike
had ┗ee‶ a ┗oss his らhole li┮e. I‶ the stっeets putti‶┯ to┯etheっ li┘ks, he らas i‶
┘haっ┯e.

At ンっst I had ¨わ dou┗ts. Could Spike らoっk u‶deっ people? Could he らoっk his
らaわ up? I haよe a lot o┮ ┮っie‶ds らho’よe ┗ee‶ ┗osses theiっ らhole liよes, ┗ut theわ
┘a‶’t らoっk らith ¨e. A lot o┮ stっeet ┘ats ┘o¨e ho¨e a‶d ┘a‶’t っeadjust. I’¨ ┘ool
らith the¨—らe’っe still ┮っie‶ds. I just っealize theわ ┘a‶’t ┮u‶┘tio‶ i‶ the le┯it
┗usi‶ess らoっld.

Spike ¨ade it ┘leaっ ┮っo¨ the ju¨p: 嘗I┘e, liste‶, I ai‶’t ‶o ┗oss. I’¨ doら‶ to
do らhateよeっ わou ‶eed ¨e to do, a‶d I’ll らoっk ¨わ ass oリ.奨



I had ¨わ eわe o‶ Spike ┮oっ a ¨i‶ute, ┯au┯i‶┯ his attitude, his ┗ehaよioっ, eよe‶
a┮teっ I らas ┗a┘k at らoっk i‶ Neら 8oっk. I’d ┘he┘k i‶ らith Al P. a‶d Sea‶ E. Sea‶
a‶d theわ’d tell ¨e, 嘗Spike’s ┯ood. His head is i‶ a ┯ood pla┘e.奨

Okaわ, so ‶oら the ン‶al o┗sta┘le is just lo┯isti┘s.
2heっe ┘a‶ らe ンt わou ┗a┘k i‶?
2e’d っesuっっe┘ted Bodわ Cou‶t ┗わ the ti¨e Spike ┘a¨e ho¨e. Eっ‶ie C. a‶d I

らeっe the o‶lわ oっi┯i‶al ¨e¨┗eっs le┮t, a‶d らe put to┯etheっ a ‶eら li‶eup: 0i‶┘e‶t
Pっi┘e o‶ ┗ass, Ill 2ill o‶ dっu¨s, Jua‶ o┮ the Dead o‶ っhわth¨ ┯uitaっ. I ┯ot ¨わ
so‶ Little I┘e doi‶┯ ┗a┘k┯っou‶d よo┘als a‶d Sea‶ E. Sea‶ らoっki‶┯ the sa¨pleっ. I‶
札撮擦薩 らe dっopped ouっ ンっst al┗u¨ i‶ tらelよe わeaっs, Maっslau╅hter, a‶d らe らeっe
┗usわ らoっki‶┯ o‶ ouっ 札撮擦鯖 al┗u¨, Bloodlust.

I talked to Spike a┗out hitti‶┯ the っoad らith us. 嘗2ell, わou ┘a‶’t plaわ ‶o
┯uitaっ, ‶i┯┯a,奨 I said, 嘗┗ut わou ┘a‶ still ┘o¨e o‶ touっ. 2e’ll ┯iよe わou a positio‶.
2e’ll ¨ake わou head o┮ se┘uっitわ.奨

Look, ¨わ らhole ┘aっeeっ I ‶eよeっ had ‶o ┗odわ┯uaっds. I ‶eよeっ had a ┘ouple o┮
thっee-hu‶dっed-pou‶d paid se┘uっitわ dudes, looki‶┯ like NFL li‶e¨e‶, ¨oよi‶┯
people out o┮ the らaわ a‶d dっaらi‶┯ all ki‶ds o┮ stupid-ass atte‶tio‶ to ¨e. 2he‶
it ┘o¨es to se┘uっitわ, I’d っatheっ haよe a ┘at らho ┯e‶ui‶elわ ┯iよes a ┮u┘k a┗out ¨e.
I’d alらaわs pっe┮eっ to haよe ¨わ ┮っie‶ds らat┘hi‶┯ ¨わ ┗a┘k.

I‶ 札撮擦捌, らe らeっe pla‶‶i‶┯ a Euっopea‶ touっ らith a ┗u‶┘h o┮ dates a‶d
┮estiよals, a‶d I had Joっ┯e ¨ake suっe Spike ┯ot his passpoっt, his papeっらoっk
stっai┯ht, a‶d peっ¨issio‶ ┮っo¨ his paっole oロ┘eっ to tっaよel.

SPIKE

Fっo¨ the ¨o¨e‶t らe っe┘o‶‶e┘ted at that ┗っeak┮ast i‶ Beよeっlわ Hills, I┘e ┮elt
eよe‶ ¨oっe like that ┗i┯-┗っotheっ ン┯uっe I ‶eeded i‶ ¨わ li┮e. Espe┘iallわ ‶oら that ¨わ
tらo oldeっ ┗っotheっs らeっe dead.

That らas a っeal heaっt-to-heaっt. I┘e told ¨e that he ┮elt so ┗lessed i‶ li┮e that i┮
he eよe‶ spit o‶ the ┘uっ┗ he’d die o‶ the spot. I┮ he ┗っoke the laら i‶ a‶わ らaわ, God
らould stっike hi¨ doら‶. That っeallわ hit ho¨e らith ¨e. I’d ┘eっtai‶lわ ┮elt the sti‶┯
o┮ kaっ¨a i‶ ¨わ oら‶ li┮e.



I told I┘e a┗out ¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ’s letteっ ┮っo¨ heっ death┗ed, aski‶┯ the
Heaよe‶lわ Fatheっ to らat┘h oよeっ ¨e. I told hi¨ that he’d ┘o¨e i‶to ¨わ li┮e ┮oっ a
っeaso‶—┮っo¨ that ンっst daわ らe ¨et i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ Nat the Cat’s house, theっe らas a
hi┯heっ puっpose at らoっk. Fっo¨ ¨わ poi‶t o┮ よieら at least, ouっ ┮っie‶dship らas the
Loっd’s らoっk.

Duっi‶┯ that らhole talk, I┘e らas letti‶┯ ¨e k‶oら he ┘ould‶’t ┗e aっou‶d a‶わ
ki‶d o┮ ‶e┯atiよitわ—eよeっわo‶e i‶ his i‶‶eっ ┘iっ┘le had to ┗e 擦撮撮 peっ┘e‶t le┯it. I
k‶eら he らas ┘he┘ki‶┯ to see i┮ I’d ¨ade the i‶‶eっ ┘ha‶┯e. I ‶oti┘ed a lot o┮
┘ha‶┯es i‶ hi¨ っi┯ht aらaわ, too. He らas telli‶┯ ¨e a┗out his loよe ┮oっ his らi┮e a‶d
dau┯hteっ. I a┗soっ┗ed all that a‶d soaked it up like a spo‶┯e.

嘗Da¨‶,奨 I said, 嘗this is a ┮a¨ilわ ¨a‶.奨
A┮teっ らe ate, I らe‶t up to the hotel っoo¨ a‶d ¨et Co┘o. I ┘ould see theわ’よe

┯ot a ┗eauti┮ul っelatio‶ship—theわ’っe i‶ loよe, o┮ ┘ouっse, ┗ut Co┘o also ¨a‶a┯es
I┘e’s daわ-to-daわ s┘hedule. She’s his ┗usi‶ess paっt‶eっ. Sea‶ E. Sea‶ a‶d Al P. らeっe
theっe i‶ the hotel っoo¨, a‶d らe all talked ┮oっ a┗out a‶ houっ.

That らas pっo┗a┗lわ the ┗i┯┯est diリeっe‶┘e I ‶oti┘ed, hoら ti┯ht the ┘iっ┘le
aっou‶d I┘e had ┯otte‶. Ba┘k i‶ the daわs o┮ the Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate a‶d the Old
Cっi¨e Cっeら, らe’d っoll aっou‶d らith thiっtわ oっ ┮oっtわ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs. Bわ 札撮擦鯖, the
┘っeら らas doら‶ to thっee oっ ┮ouっ dudes: Sea‶ E. Sea‶, Al P., a‶d らhe‶ I┘e’s o‶ the
East Coast, Mi┘keわ Be‶tso‶—just the ┘oっe ┯uわs らho’よe ┗ee‶ doら‶ らith I┘e
┮oっeよeっ.

2he‶ I らas doi‶┯ ¨わ li┮e se‶te‶┘e, I used to dっea¨ o┮ tっaよeli‶┯ the らoっld. I’d
┗ee‶ all oよeっ the U.S. a‶d to Haらaii ┗e┮oっe I ┮ell, ┗ut I’d ‶eよeっ tっaよeled
i‶teっ‶atio‶allわ. I‶ ┮a┘t, i‶ 擦錆錆3, Bodわ Cou‶t らas a┗out to do its ンっst touっ o┮
Euっope a‶d I らas supposed ┯o らith the¨—┗ut the‶ I らas aっっested a‶d
┘o‶よi┘ted i‶ Sa‶ Die┯o. I よiよidlわ っe¨e¨┗eっ sitti‶┯ theっe i‶ ¨わ ┘ell i‶ Calipatっia
thi‶ki‶┯ that らas a‶otheっ thi‶┯ I’d ┮u┘ked up—I ┗loら‶ ¨わ oppoっtu‶itわ to see
the らoっld.

But I ┯ot a se┘o‶d ┘ha‶┘e. I┘e ¨ade it happe‶ ┮oっ ¨e i‶ the su¨¨eっ o┮ 札撮擦捌.
He ┯aよe ¨e a positio‶, put ¨e i‶ ┘haっ┯e o┮ se┘uっitわ ┮oっ the ┗a‶d. I had‶’t ┗ee‶
らaiti‶┯ aっou‶d ┮oっ a‶わo‶e’s help—I’d alっeadわ ┮ou‶d ¨わsel┮ a jo┗ らoっki‶┯ ┮oっ a
‶atio‶al haっdらaっe ┘hai‶. Pっettわ ょui┘klわ I らoっked ¨わ らaわ ┮っo¨ paっt-ti¨e to ┮ull-
ti¨e a‶d eよe‶tuallわ to supeっよisi‶┯ a depaっt¨e‶t. But らhe‶ the oppoっtu‶itわ to



touっ らith Bodわ Cou‶t ┘a¨e up, I ju¨ped at it. I ┯ot ¨わ ンっst passpoっt eよeっ. I
┘leaっed eよeっわthi‶┯ らith ¨わ paっole oロ┘eっ. 2e らe‶t oよeっ to De‶¨aっk, Holla‶d,
Geっ¨a‶わ, Cze┘h Repu┗li┘, Pola‶d, Luゎe¨┗ouっ┯, Seっ┗ia, Cっoatia, Sらede‶, a‶d
Sらitzeっla‶d.

2he‶ Bodわ Cou‶t touっs, the e‶eっ┯わ leよel is oリ the ┘haっts. Eよeっわ shoら, I’¨
っi┯ht o‶ sta┯e らith the ┗a‶d. I’¨ ‶ot doi‶┯ o‶e-aっ¨ed push-ups like i‶ the old
Rhわ¨e Sわ‶di┘ate daわs, ┗ut I’よe ┯ot よaっious assi┯‶ed tasks thっou┯hout the shoら.

嘗Head o┮ se┘uっitわ奨 is just a title ┗e┘ause I’¨ the うhole se┘uっitわ tea¨ ┮oっ the
┗a‶d. Mわ jo┗ is ┗asi┘allわ to ┘ooっdi‶ate らith the heads o┮ se┘uっitわ at the diリeっe‶t
よe‶ues. I’ll tell the¨ hoら らe らa‶t thi‶┯s oっ┯a‶ized, hoら I┘e a‶d the ┗a‶d
should ┯et ┮っo¨ the touっ ┗us thっou┯h the ┘っoらd, a‶d hoら to ¨ake suっe
eよeっわthi‶┯ っu‶s s¨oothlわ. At these hu┯e ┮estiよals like Hell┮est i‶ Fっa‶┘e oっ
2a┘ke‶ Ope‶ Aiっ i‶ Geっ¨a‶わ, わou look out at a sea o┮ people, ┘lose to a
hu‶dっed thousa‶d ┮a‶s, a‶d the ¨osh pit is just i‶sa‶e. 2ith that ‶u¨┗eっ o┮
people i‶ o‶e pla┘e, わou do‶’t らa‶t to leaよe a‶わ details to ┘ha‶┘e. The e‶tっa‶┘e
a‶d eゎit lo┯isti┘s aっe ┘っu┘ial. I’¨ also theっe to look out ┮oっ Co┘o a‶d Cha‶el—oっ
i┮ Little I┘e らa‶ts to ┯o so¨epla┘e a┮teっ-houっs, I’ll ┯o らith hi¨ a‶d ¨ake suっe
‶o┗odわ staっts ‶o ┗ullshit.

Foっ ¨e, the ¨ost u‶┮oっ┯etta┗le thi‶┯ o┮ that su¨¨eっ touっ らas the si┯htseei‶┯
らe did o‶ the daわs ┗etらee‶ shoらs. I ¨ade it a poi‶t to use ouっ doら‶ti¨e to see
stuリ I’d o‶lわ っead a┗out i‶ ┗ooks oっ see‶ i‶ do┘u¨e‶taっies. 2e did ┘o‶┘eっts i‶
Kっakoら a‶d 2aっsaら, a‶d I heaっd a ┮eら o┮ the ┯uわs らeっe pla‶‶i‶┯ to ┯o see
Aus┘hらitz. I said, 嘗I’¨ deン‶itelわ ┯oi‶┯.奨 Just setti‶┯ ┮oot i‶side Aus┘hらitz
leaよes わou spee┘hless. 8ou see the っailらaわ tっa┘ks らheっe the Nazis ┗っou┯ht the
┘attle ┘aっs, the shoらeっs, the oよe‶s—it っeallわ leaよes わou らithout らoっds. I’d っead
a┗out it i‶ histoっわ ┘lass, ┗ut it’s diリeっe‶t らhe‶ わou see it a‶d eゎpeっie‶┘e it i‶
peっso‶.

Foっ ¨e, the らhole touっ らas a ┗i┯ histoっわ lesso‶.
Tらo わeaっs eaっlieっ, I had ┗ee‶ ┗ehi‶d the ┮e‶┘e i‶ Coっ┘oっa‶. Noら I らas taki‶┯

photos o‶ the Chaっles Bっid┯e i‶ Pっa┯ue—o‶e o┮ the ¨ost ┗eauti┮ul ┘ities I’よe
eよeっ see‶. I らas i‶ Luゎe¨┗ouっ┯, sitti‶┯ i‶ o‶e o┮ the oldest ┘astles i‶ Euっope. Me
a‶d Tっo¨e らeっe o‶ ┗i┘わ┘les i‶ Sらede‶—‶eitheっ o┮ us a┗le to っead the っoad si┯‶s



—looki‶┯ up at the s‶oら ┘aps, saわi‶┯, 嘗It’s like i‶ the ¨oよies, ┗ut the ¨oよies
do‶’t っeallわ do it justi┘e.奨

So¨eti¨es, らhe‶ らe’っe out eゎpeっie‶┘i‶┯ these thi‶┯s o‶ touっ, I ┮eel like I’¨
liよi‶┯ a dっea¨. It っe¨i‶ds ¨e o┮ God’s s┘っiptuっal pっo¨ise i‶ the ┗ook o┮
Mala┘hi, 3:擦撮:

I うill opeっ the うiっdoうs o╄ heaぅeっ ╄or you. I うill pour out a ┭lessiっ╅ so ╅reat
you うoっ’t haぅe eっou╅h rooょ to take it iっ.

All the laわeっs o┮ li┮e I’よe eゎpeっie‶┘ed si‶┘e I ┘a¨e out—¨a‶, it ┮eels like a
differeっt li┮e.

It ┮eels like I tっulわ うas っe┗oっ‶.

ICE

That’s o‶e o┮ the ┗eauti┮ul thi‶┯s a┗out ¨usi┘—it has take‶ ¨e aっou‶d the
らoっld. Musi┘’s ope‶ed ¨わ eわes to pla┘es a‶d people a‶d ideas I ‶eよeっ ┘ould haよe
i¨a┯i‶ed.

The sta┯e I’¨ at ‶oら i‶ ¨わ li┮e, ┗esides looki‶┯ a┮teっ ¨わ らi┮e a‶d kids,
helpi‶┯ ¨わ ┮っie‶ds is the ¨ost i¨poっta‶t thi‶┯ I ┘a‶ do. Fっo¨ the ti¨e o┮ ¨わ
よeっわ ンっst touっ i‶ 擦錆捌鯖, I alらaわs らa‶ted to ┯et ¨わ dudes aらaわ ┮っo¨ らhateよeっ
pla┘e theわ らeっe stu┘k at. Bei‶┯ i‶ the hood i‶ L.A. all the ti¨e is depっessi‶┯.
Dudes ┯っoら up i‶ South Ce‶tっal a‶d pっa┘ti┘allわ ‶eよeっ leaよe the ‶ei┯h┗oっhood.
Look, i┮ Spike ┯ot a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ¨o‶eわ to¨oっっoら, ai‶’t ‶o ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ らaわ
he’s ┯oi‶┯ to use it tっaよel to Sらede‶ oっ Luゎe¨┗ouっ┯ oっ the Cze┘h Repu┗li┘.
No‶e o┮ ¨わ ┮っie‶ds らould haよe see‶ aっy o┮ these pla┘es eゎ┘ept ┗わ ┘o¨i‶┯ o‶
touっ.

2ith ¨usi┘, わou ┯et to see the ┯lo┗e a‶d it ┘ha‶┯es わouっ らhole peっspe┘tiよe
o‶ li┮e. These dudes I ┯っeら up らith—these dudes らho aっe ┮a¨ilわ to ¨e—theわ
touっ らith Bodわ Cou‶t a‶d that’s a‶ edu┘atio‶ i‶ itsel┮. 2ithout eよe‶ っealizi‶┯
it, tっaよeli‶┯ ┗っoade‶s わouっ u‶deっsta‶di‶┯ o┮ the pla‶et. Ho‶estlわ, I thi‶k that’s
the ┗i┯┯est ┯i┮t I ┘a‶ ┯iよe the¨.



嘗U‶┘le Spike.奨 That’s らhat ¨わ kids ┘all hi¨. A‶d ┮oっ ¨e, ┗asi┘allわ, that’s
Spike’s っole らhe‶ Bodわ Cou‶t touっs—I ¨ea‶, he’s alらaわs ┯ot so¨e lo┯isti┘al
shit to ha‶dle, ┗ut he’s っeallわ theっe to ┗e a pっote┘tiよe u‶┘le. That’s all I っeallわ
らa‶t hi¨ doi‶┯, ¨aki‶┯ suっe Co┘o a‶d Cha‶el aっe sa┮e a‶d looked a┮teっ. Most
o┮ the ti¨e he’s ¨oよi‶┯ the¨ aっou‶d—┯etti‶┯ the¨ situated, es┘oっti‶┯ the¨ i‶
a‶d out o┮ the よe‶ue. Duっi‶┯ ouっ 札撮擦捌 touっ, らhe‶ Cha‶el らas just tらo, I らould
┗っi‶┯ heっ o‶sta┯e, ┗e┮oっe らe peっ┮oっ¨ed 嘗Talk Shit, Get Shot,奨 a‶d I らould tっust
Spike らith らat┘hi‶┯ heっ. I’よe ┯ot e‶ou┯h o‶ ¨わ ¨i‶d, ┗ei‶┯ the ┮っo‶t ¨a‶ i‶ a
┗a‶d o‶sta┯e at these shoらs らith seよe‶tわ-ンよe thousa‶d oっ a hu‶dっed thousa‶d
pu¨ped-up ¨etalheads. It puts ¨わ ¨i‶d at ease k‶oらi‶┯ that Spike’s ‶ot ┯oi‶┯
to let a‶わthi‶┯ happe‶ to ¨わ らi┮e a‶d kids.

Duっi‶┯ the shoら, Spike does らhateよeっ ‶eeds to ┗e do‶e. He ¨akes suっe the
┯uわs i‶ the ┗a‶d haよe らhat theわ ‶eed—らateっ, toらels, らhateよeっ. I ¨ea‶, he’s
deン‶itelわ ┘he┘ked his e┯o a‶d shoら‶ he ┘a‶ do らhateよeっ’s ‶eeded. I┮ Little I┘e
らa‶ts to ┯o ha‶┯ out so¨epla┘e a┮teっ the shoら, Spike ┯oes alo‶┯ to ¨ake suっe
‶othi‶┯ ┯ets lost i‶ tっa‶slatio‶.

Loわaltわ. That’s su┘h a っaっe ¨otheっ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘o¨¨oditわ these daわs. True
loわaltわ. Li┮elo‶┯ loわaltわ. Loわaltわ is pっo┗a┗lわ the tっait I よalue a┗oよe a‶わ otheっ.
8ou’よe ┯ot to っe¨e¨┗eっ, ┗ei‶┯ oっpha‶ed a‶d haよi‶┯ ‶o ┗っotheっs a‶d sisteっs, all
I’よe eよeっ had i‶ li┮e is ¨わ ┮っie‶ds. Mわ ┮っie‶ds haよe alらaわs ┗ee‶ ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ. So I’よe
alらaわs ┗ee‶ a loわal ┘at.

Mわ o‶lわ っule is this: Haよe わou ┘っossed ¨e?
Oよeっ the わeaっs a lot o┮ ¨otheっ┮u┘keっs haぅe ┘っossed ¨e. Dudes I thou┯ht らeっe

¨わ ┮っie‶ds haよe do‶e ¨e diっtわ. I’¨ ‶ot talki‶┯ a┗out a disa┯っee¨e‶t oっ a ┗ad
¨o¨e‶t—that ai‶’t a ┘っoss. A ┘っoss is a‶ i‶te‶tio‶al atte¨pt to ┮u┘k わou.

Spike has ‶eよeっ ┘っossed ¨e. So らhわ らould‶’t I ┗e loわal?
Mわ attitude is: 嘗Dude, わou ¨ade so¨e ┗ad ¨istakes, わou らe‶t aらaわ ┮oっ all

those わeaっs a‶d paid わouっ de┗t to so┘ietわ. Noら わou’っe ho¨e. I ┘a‶ see わou’よe
┘ha‶┯ed a lot—a‶d ┘ha‶┯ed ┮oっ the ┗etteっ. I ┘a‶ see わouっ head is i‶ the っi┯ht
pla┘e. Okaわ, ┘o¨e ┗a┘k o‶ ┗oaっd らith the tea¨—let’s put i‶ so¨e らoっk.奨

SPIKE



I o‶lわ ┯o out らith Bodわ Cou‶t らhe‶ theっe’s a touっ, a‶d that’s just o┘┘asio‶allわ.
Ba┘k ho¨e i‶ L.A. I らoっk i‶ a laっ┯e hospital ンよe daわs a らeek. I’¨ a‶ oっdeっlわ.

It does‶’t paわ a lot, ┗ut らhat I loよe a┗out it is, I’¨ helpi‶┯ people. 2e ┯et a lot
o┮ eldeっlわ ┮olks suリeっi‶┯ らith ┘a‶┘eっ—I’¨ pushi‶┯ the¨ i‶ らheel┘haiっs,
┗っi‶┯i‶┯ the¨ i‶to the opeっati‶┯ っoo¨ o‶ ┯uっ‶eわs, ┘o¨┮oっti‶┯ the¨ i‶ the last
らeeks o┮ theiっ liよes. I’¨ doi‶┯ stuリ I ‶eよeっ thou┯ht I’d do, a‶d it ┮eels ┯ood to ┗e
helpi‶┯.

2he‶ I told I┘e a┗out ¨わ jo┗, he said, 嘗It’s a ki‶d o┮ っestitutio‶, Spike, do‶’t
わou thi‶k?奨

嘗8eah,奨 I said, 嘗it is a ki‶d o┮ っestitutio‶.奨
I ┘a‶ ‶eよeっ u‶do the da¨a┯e I did. A わou‶┯ ¨a‶ lost his li┮e i‶ a ┘っi¨e I

pla‶‶ed—a‶d theっe’s ‶othi‶┯ I ┘a‶ eよeっ do to ┮ullわ paわ that ┗a┘k. He did‶’t
deseっよe to die that らaわ. His ┮a¨ilわ did‶’t deseっよe all the pai‶ theわ’よe e‶duっed.

I ┘a‶ ‶eよeっ ンゎ all the huっt I ┘aused. 2hat I ┘a‶ do is tっわ to ┯iよe ┗a┘k
so¨ethi‶┯.

I ┘a‶ ┯iよe ┗a┘k ┗わ liよi‶┯ a de┘e‶t a‶d ┘o¨passio‶ate li┮e. So¨eti¨es i‶ the
hospital halls, people I do‶’t eよe‶ っe┘o┯‶ize stop ¨e a‶d saわ, 嘗Heわ, tha‶k わou!奨

嘗Eゎ┘use ¨e?奨
嘗8ou helped ¨わ ┮atheっ a‶d ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ the otheっ daわ.奨
嘗Oh, わeah. It らas ¨わ pleasuっe. God ┗less わou.奨
I’¨ thi‶ki‶┯, Woう, people really reょeょ┭er the little thiっ╅s you do. 8ou ┘a‶

help a‶ ei┯htわ-わeaっ-old peっso‶ らho’s っe┘oよeっi‶┯ ┮っo¨ suっ┯eっわ; わou ┘a‶ sit theっe
らith hi¨ a‶d saわ a ┮eら ki‶d らoっds. Maわ┗e わou talk a┗out the Dod┯eっs ┯a¨e
らhe‶ わou’っe らheeli‶┯ hi¨ i‶ the eleよatoっ, oっ just keep hi¨ ┘o¨pa‶わ らhe‶ he’s
i‶ pai‶ らaiti‶┯ to ┯o i‶to the E.R.

Ki‶d‶ess ┘osts us ‶othi‶┯ a‶d ┘a‶ ¨ea‶ eよeっわthi‶┯ to people らho aっe
huっti‶┯.

So¨eti¨es, it ┮eels like I’¨ ┮ulンlli‶┯ ¨わ ┯っa‶d¨otheっ’s dわi‶┯ pっaわeっ that I
らould tuっ‶ ┮っo¨ the li┮e o┮ si‶ a‶d seっよe God a┯ai‶. I do‶’t k‶oら i┮ わou’d ┘all it
kaっ¨a, ┗ut si‶┘e I ┯ot ho¨e, I’よe ┗ee‶ liよi‶┯ a ┯ood li┮e—I’よe ┗ee‶ so ┗lessed.

A┮teっ a ┘ouple o┮ わeaっs o┮ ¨わ touっi‶┯ a‶d らoっki‶┯ らith Bodわ Cou‶t, the
┗a‶d らo‶ the 札撮札擦 Gっa¨¨わ i‶ the ┘ate┯oっわ Best Metal Peっ┮oっ¨a‶┘e ┮oっ theiっ



so‶┯ 嘗Bu¨ Rush.奨
I’ll ‶eよeっ ┮oっ┯et the ¨oっ‶i‶┯ o┮ Fっidaわ, Julわ 3撮, 札撮札擦. At aっou‶d te‶ thiっtわ,

I┘e’s ¨a‶a┯eっ, Joっ┯e, teゎted ¨e that he らas shoらi‶┯ up at ¨わ jo┗—it took ¨e
┘o¨pletelわ ┗わ suっpっise.

I っushed outside just as he pulled up i‶ ┮っo‶t o┮ the hospital, ‶ot i‶ his usual
Be‶z ┗ut i‶ a っe‶tal ┘aっ, a‶d told ¨e to ju¨p i‶ the passe‶┯eっ side. He had a
supeっ-seっious eゎpっessio‶ o‶ his ┮a┘e—a‶d at ンっst, I らas っeallわ ┘o‶┘eっ‶ed.

嘗Joっ┯e, I ┘a‶’t ┯o a‶わらheっe, ¨a‶—I’¨ just ┘lo┘ki‶┯ i‶ to ¨わ jo┗.奨
嘗This らill just take a se┘o‶d,奨 Joっ┯e said i¨patie‶tlわ.
He pulled his ┘aっ aっou‶d the ┘oっ‶eっ.
嘗I┘e se‶t ¨e to tell わou so¨ethi‶┯, Spike. He said わou’よe ┯ot to hold o‶ to

this っed ┗oゎ ┮oっ hi¨.奨
嘗2hat, Joっ┯e?奨
嘗Spike, do‶’t look i‶ this da¨‶ed ┗oゎ oっ tell a‶わo‶e わou’よe ┯ot it. 2e ┘leaっ?

Just hold it u‶til わou ┯et i‶stっu┘tio‶s ┮っo¨ I┘e.奨
嘗Okaわ, Joっ┯e,奨 I said. 嘗U‶deっstood.奨
嘗Okaわ, ¨a‶. Gっa┗ it. I’よe ┯ot to ┯et out o┮ heっe.奨
Joっ┯e see¨ed ki‶d o┮ paっa‶oid a‶d poi‶ted to the ┗oゎ i‶ the ┗a┘k seat.
嘗Okaわ, okaわ,奨 I said.
I tuっ‶ed to the ┗a┘k seat, ┯っa┗┗ed the s¨all っed ┗oゎ, a‶d the‶ Joっ┯e っea┘hed

oよeっ a‶d sudde‶lわ pulled oリ the top.
I‶side, ┘aっe┮ullわ らっapped i‶ tissue papeっ, らas ¨わ oら‶ peっso‶al Gっa¨¨わ

aらaっd.
嘗Co‶┯っatulatio‶s, Spike,奨 Joっ┯e said, ン‶allわ ┘っa┘ki‶┯ a s¨ile. 嘗8ou tっulわ

deseっよe this—わou’っe as ¨u┘h a paっt o┮ the Bodわ Cou‶t ┮a¨ilわ as a‶わo‶e.奨
That ¨ea‶t the らoっld to ¨e. Althou┯h I do‶’t plaわ dっu¨s oっ ┗ass oっ ┯uitaっ,

it told ¨e that ¨わ haっd らoっk oっ┯a‶izi‶┯ ┗a‶d se┘uっitわ, alo‶┯ らith the peっso‶al
っespo‶si┗ilities I┘e-T tっusted ¨e らith—┯uaっdi‶┯ a‶d pっote┘ti‶┯ his ┮a¨ilわ—
did‶’t ┯o u‶‶oti┘ed.

A‶d i‶ ¨わ oら‶ ┮a¨ilわ li┮e, I’よe ┗ee‶ ┗lessed ┗eわo‶d ¨easuっe. I ¨et a ┗eauti┮ul
わou‶┯ ladわ ‶a¨ed Jas¨i‶e Maっょuez a┗out a わeaっ a┮teっ I paっoled out. 2e ┮ell i‶



loよe a‶d i‶ 札撮擦捌, God ┗lessed us らith a so‶, Alto‶ A¨iっ Pieっ┘e. He’s al¨ost
thっee ‶oら. 2he‶ I らake up, I so¨eti¨es sit ┗a┘k a‶d look at ¨わ らi┮e a‶d so‶
らith teaっs i‶ ¨わ eわes.

Aょ I dreaょiっ╅? Did I really ╅et a se┮oっd ┮haっ┮e?
I o‶lわ らish ¨わ ¨otheっ had liよed lo‶┯ e‶ou┯h to ¨eet ¨わ so‶, ┗ut it らas‶’t

i‶ God’s pla‶. Heっ Alzhei¨eっ’s had pっo┯っessed ょui┘klわ, a‶d she passed aらaわ o‶
Julわ 札雑, 札撮擦捌, o‶e ¨o‶th ┗e┮oっe A¨iっ らas ┗oっ‶. Heっ passi‶┯ le┮t ¨e heaよわ-
heaっted, disappoi‶ted i‶ ¨わsel┮, ┘o‶su¨ed ┗わ ┯uilt. I kept っe¨i‶di‶┯ ¨わsel┮
that ¨oっe tha‶ tらe‶tわ-ンよe わeaっs o┮ ¨e ┗ei‶┯ a┗se‶t—lo┘ked up i‶ the pっiso‶
sわste¨—らas the eょuiよale‶t o┮ ¨e a┗a‶do‶i‶┯ heっ.

To ¨ake ¨atteっs らoっse, eよe‶ a┮teっ paっoli‶┯ a‶d ┘o¨i‶┯ ho¨e, I ‶eよeっ ┯ot to
see ¨わ ¨o¨ aliよe a┯ai‶. Mわ ¨o¨ らas liよi‶┯ らith ¨わ sisteっ i‶ a‶otheっ ┘itわ, a‶d it
らas‶’t lo┯isti┘allわ possi┗le ┮oっ ¨e to よisit heっ. The ‶eゎt ti¨e I saら heっ ┮a┘e, she
らas lわi‶┯ i‶ a ┘asket i‶ a ¨oっtuaっわ, a‶d I らas le┮t to deal らith the pai‶ o┮ haよi‶┯
lost so¨eo‶e so deaっ to ¨e. I‶ ¨わ ¨i‶d theっe らeっe so ¨a‶わ っe┯っets. O‶e thi‶┯ is
┮oっ ┘eっtai‶: theっe らeっe ┘ou‶tless っipple eリe┘ts ┮っo¨ ¨わ ┗ad ┘hoi┘es a‶d
de┘isio‶s.

O‶ the otheっ ha‶d, ┗e┘ause o┮ ¨わ si‶┘eっe tっa‶s┮oっ¨atio‶, i‶ a っe¨aっka┗le
tらist it tuっ‶ed out God らould alloら ¨わ so‶ A¨iっ to ┗e ┗oっ‶ o‶ the sa¨e daわ as
¨わ ¨otheっ. Mわ so‶ a‶d ¨わ late ¨otheっ shaっe the sa¨e ┗iっthdaわ, Au┯ust 札薩.
Thou┯h she’s ‶o lo‶┯eっ heっe, I k‶oら she’s looki‶┯ doら‶ o‶ ¨e ┮っo¨ a┗oよe,
pっoud o┮ the positiよe ┘ha‶┯es I’よe ¨ade.

I k‶oら that she ┘a‶ see I a¨ heっ so‶ o‶┘e a┯ai‶.
I’よe paid a steep pっi┘e ┮oっ ¨わ ┗ad de┘isio‶s. I’よe paid らith ¨わ ┮っeedo¨ a‶d

らith the da¨a┯e I did to ¨わ oら‶ ┮a¨ilわ, espe┘iallわ the pai‶ I’よe ┘aused ¨わ
dau┯hteっ. 2he‶ I らe‶t to pっiso‶, she らas seよe‶; らhe‶ I ┯ot out, she らas thiっtわ-
o‶e. She’d had thっee kids らhe‶ I らas aらaわ. I ┘a¨e ho¨e the ┯っa‶d┮atheっ o┮ thっee
┯っa‶d┘hildっe‶ I’d ‶eよeっ ¨et.

2as a‶わ o┮ it らoっth it? Hell ‶o. All the pai‶ a‶d huっt I ┘aused ¨わ ¨o¨ a‶d
┯っa‶d¨otheっ: わou ┘a‶’t ┗っi‶┯ these people ┗a┘k—わou ┘a‶’t ┗っi‶┯ ┗a┘k the ti¨e
らith the¨ わou lost. 2he‶ I らe‶t to pっiso‶, eよeっわo‶e i‶ ¨わ ┗i┯ ┮a¨ilわ o┮ ┮ouっ
┗oわs a‶d thっee ┯iっls らas still liよi‶┯, all ‶i‶e o┮ us.

Noら ┗oth ¨わ paっe‶ts aっe dead.



Mわ tらo oldeっ ┗っotheっs aっe dead.
Tらo o┮ ¨わ sisteっs aっe dead.
It’s just ¨e a‶d o‶e sisteっ liよi‶┯ i‶ He¨et, Cali┮oっ‶ia. Mわ わou‶┯est ┗っotheっ,

Dらaわ‶e Pieっ┘e, is i‶ pっiso‶ doi‶┯ a li┮e se‶te‶┘e. All the ti¨e I ask ¨わsel┮,
嘗2hat i┮ I’d ┗ee‶ liよi‶┯ っi┯ht i‶ the ンっst pla┘e?奨 2oっki‶┯ a っe┯ulaっ jo┗, helpi‶┯
people like I’¨ doi‶┯ at the hospital? 2hat i┮ I’d ┗ee‶ patie‶t e‶ou┯h to ┯et ¨わ
¨usi┘ ┘aっeeっ oリ the ┯っou‶d? I ¨ea‶, theっe’s so ¨a‶わ らhat-i┮s.

Not a daわ ┯oes ┗わ らhe‶ I do‶’t ┮eel っe┯っet a‶d っe¨oっse. All I ┘a‶ do is liよe ¨わ
li┮e the らaわ I’¨ liよi‶┯ it ‶oら. All I ┘a‶ do is ┗e tha‶k┮ul eよeっわ ¨oっ‶i‶┯ らhe‶ I
ope‶ ¨わ eわes. All I ┘a‶ do is ┗e tha‶k┮ul I’よe ┯ot ¨わ ┮っeedo¨, ¨わ ┮a¨ilわ, a‶d a
loわal ┮っie‶d like I┘e.

Most o┮ all I ┘a‶ ┗e tha‶k┮ul that God’s ┯iよe‶ ¨e the i‶si┯ht to see the eっっoっs
I ¨ade—a‶d the ┘ha‶┘e to ¨ake s¨aっteっ de┘isio‶s eよeっわ si‶┯le daわ ┮oっ the っest
o┮ ¨わ li┮e.

ICE

I┮ it ┘osts わou わouっ pea┘e, it’s too eゎpe‶siよe.奨
I do‶’t k‶oら らho ┘oi‶ed that eゎpっessio‶, ┗ut it’s ┯e‶ius.
The otheっ daわ I らas telli‶┯ Co┘o, 嘗I ┘a‶ sleep ┯ood at ‶i┯ht ┗e┘ause I’¨ ‶ot

┗っeaki‶┯ the laら. I do‶’t haよe dっu┯s i‶ this house. I do‶’t haよe a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ┘ash. I
do‶’t haよe stole‶ jeらelっわ. Theっe’s ‶o っeaso‶ ┮oっ a‶わo‶e to ┘o¨e up i‶ heっe a‶d
do ‶othi‶┯. But i┮ らe らeっe ┘っi¨i‶als, I らould ┗e らoっっied a┗out so¨eo‶e
kid‶appi‶┯ わou. I らould ┗e らoっっied a┗out so¨e┗odわ ┘o¨i‶┯ heっe a‶d tわi‶┯ us
all up, わou k‶oら?奨

I┮ so¨e┗odわ ┗っeaks i‶to ¨わ house っi┯ht ‶oら, らhat the ┮u┘k aっe theわ ┯oi‶┯ to
do—steal a T0 oリ the らall?

8ou らa‶t ouっ ¨o‶eわ? It’s i‶ the ┗a‶k.
8ou らa‶t ouっ jeらelっわ? It’s all i‶suっed.
I’¨ le┯it, ¨a‶. I ┘hose the la‶e that ┗っi‶┯s pea┘e o┮ ¨i‶d.
8ou do‶’t ┮ullわ っealize it u‶til わou ┯et out, ┗ut ho‶estlわ the ┯a¨e is a

‶i┯ht¨aっe. The ┯a¨e is ┮oっstaっt stっess. 8ou’っe alらaわs らat┘hi‶┯ わouっ ┗a┘k. 8ou’っe



‶eよeっ っeallわ っelaゎed, わou’っe ‶eよeっ っeallわ happわ. People らho do‶’t らa‶t to らoっk
っe┯ulaっ jo┗s de┘ide theわ らa‶t to plaわ. I’よe do‶e ┗oth, a‶d I ┘a‶ tell わou the ┯a¨e
is a┘tuallわ a thousa‶d ti¨es ¨oっe stっess┮ul tha‶ らoっki‶┯ a sょuaっe jo┗.

It’s ┯っeat to see Spike ¨e‶tallわ i‶ that sa¨e pla┘e—it’s ┯っeat to see he’s le┯it.
Noら that he has a らi┮e a‶d a わou‶┯ kid, theっe’s thi‶┯s ¨oっe i¨poっta‶t tha‶
pっide a‶d e┯o. Fu┘k the ┯old ┘hai‶s. Fu┘k the Roleゎ. He’s ┮o┘usi‶┯ o‶ taki‶┯
┘aっe o┮ his little so‶.

I┮ わou thi‶k a┗out it, らhe‶ らe らeっe out theっe らっeaki‶┯ haよo┘, hitti‶┯ li┘ks,
steali‶┯ jeらels, らe らeっe just shoらi‶┯ oリ. Shoらi‶┯ oリ to らo¨e‶ a‶d to ea┘h
otheっ. No‶e o┮ us らas ┗uわi‶┯ houses, ‶o‶e o┮ us らas i‶よesti‶┯. 2e らeっe liよi‶┯
li┘k to li┘k. 2e らeっe a ┗u‶┘h o┮ わou‶┯ dudes just haっd-┘oっe ヶossi‶┯ ┮oっ ea┘h
otheっ.

Noら らe’っe ┯っoら‶ ¨e‶ i‶ ouっ ン┮ties a‶d siゎties. Ouっ peっspe┘tiよes haよe
┘ha‶┯ed a‶d ‶oら it’s a┗out ┗ei‶┯ theっe ┮oっ ouっ ┮a¨ilies. Staわ out o┮ ┮u┘ki‶┯
tっou┗le, staわ out o┮ ┮u┘ki‶┯ jail, a‶d do‶’t ¨ake those sa¨e ¨istakes.

2he‶ I らas a tee‶a┯eっ, I used to ha‶┯ aっou‶d these oldeっ ┘ats, hustleっs doら‶
at the pool hall. Theわ’d saわ, 嘗Do‶’t ┗e like ¨e, わou‶┯┗lood.奨 Eよe‶ they k‶eら
theわ らeっe doi‶┯ らっo‶┯! Theわ らaっ‶ わou, ┗ut わou’っe too i‶tっi┯ued らith theiっ
jeらelっわ, theiっ Cadilla┘s, a‶d the ヶわ らo¨e‶ ┯etti‶┯ i‶to theiっ ┘aっs. The ┯a¨e
su┘ks わou i‶. The seゎi‶ess a‶d sらa┯┯eっ o┮ the ┘っi¨i‶al li┮e sedu┘e わou. 0eっわ ┮eら
people suっよiよe it.

It’s like a‶ u‶deっtoら at the ┗ea┘h. 8ou’っe ┘o┘kわ e‶ou┯h to thi‶k わou ┘a‶
sらi¨ i‶ that らateっ, ┗ut it’ll pull わou u‶deっ ょui┘k.

Be┮oっe わou っealize it, わou’っe dっoら‶i‶┯.
These daわs, I ┯o talk to kids i‶ s┘hools a lot. Tee‶a┯eっs—thiっtee‶ to ei┯htee‶

—that’s the a┯e ┯っoup わou’よe ┯ot to hit i┮ わou っeallわ らa‶t to ¨ake a diリeっe‶┘e.
I’ll saわ, 嘗Hoら ¨a‶わ o┮ わou i‶ the っoo¨ haよe a ┮っie‶d that’s ┗っeaki‶┯ the laら—
let’s saわ, selli‶┯ dope?奨

Al¨ost all o┮ the¨ put theiっ ha‶ds up.
嘗Okaわ, ha‶ds doら‶ i┮ theわ’っe oよeっ tらe‶tわ-ンよe a‶d still doi‶┯ it.奨
I らat┘h a ┗u‶┘h o┮ ha‶ds dっop.
嘗Oよeっ tらe‶tわ-ンよe a‶d ‶eよeっ ┗ee‶ to jail.奨
Moっe ha‶ds dっop.



嘗Oよeっ thiっtわ, ‶eよeっ ┗ee‶ to jail, a‶d i┮ theわ haよe‶’t ┗ee‶ to jail, so¨e┗odわ
┘lose to the¨ has ┗ee‶ shot.奨

Bわ the ti¨e I ┯et to thiっtわ-ンよe, all the ha‶ds i‶ the っoo¨ aっe doら‶.
嘗Stop a‶d thi‶k a┗out that,奨 I saわ. 嘗2hわ らould わou ┯et i‶to a‶ o┘┘upatio‶

らheっe theっe’s o┗よiouslわ っo っetuっ‶?奨
2ell, heっe’s the ¨ost ┘o¨¨o‶ っeaso‶:
8ou’っe looki‶┯ ┮oっ a shoっt┘ut. But that shoっt┘ut e‶ds up ┗ei‶┯ a lo‶┯-ass

jouっ‶eわ thっou┯h hell, a lo‶┯-ass jouっ‶eわ thっou┯h these pe‶ite‶tiaっies. That
shoっt┘ut e‶ds up ┘osti‶┯ わou わouっ ┮っeedo¨, de┘ades o┮ わouっ li┮e, ¨aわ┗e all o┮ it.

I┮ わou’っe lu┘kわ e‶ou┯h to ┯et paっoled like Spike, わou ¨i┯ht ┘o¨e ho¨e i‶
わouっ late ン┮ties. 8ou spe‶t tらe‶tわ-siゎ わeaっs o┮ わouっ li┮e ┗ehi‶d the らall, a‶d
わou’ll ‶eよeっ ┯et the¨ ┗a┘k. 8ou ┘a‶ らoっk haっd as hell, わou ┘a‶ liよe a ┯ood li┮e,
┗ut ┘a‶ わou eよeっ really ¨ake up ┮oっ all the li┮e わou lost?

0isiti‶┯ these hi┯h s┘hools, I o┮te‶ tell kids the stoっわ o┮ ¨e a‶d Spike. The
details o┮ ouっ ┮っie‶dship aっe u‶iょue—so¨e o┮ the¨ aっe stっa‶┯eっ tha‶ ン┘tio‶—
┗ut i‶ a‶otheっ se‶se, it’s a u‶iよeっsal stoっわ. 2hat happe‶ed to ¨e a‶d Spike has
happe‶ed thousa‶ds a‶d thousa‶ds o┮ ti¨es ┗e┮oっe, a‶d it’s still happe‶i‶┯
todaわ.

It’s eeっie to ¨e hoら easilわ ouっ っoles ┘ould haよe ┗ee‶ っeよeっsed.
I ┘ould easilわ haよe ┗ee‶ the ┯uわ stu┘k i‶ the pe‶ite‶tiaっわ ┮oっ tらe‶tわ-siゎ わeaっs

a‶d Spike ┘ould haよe ┗e┘o¨e the staっ.
2e らeっe si¨ilaっ ┘ats—alike i‶ so ¨a‶わ らaわs—headi‶┯ i‶ the eゎa┘t sa¨e

diっe┘tio‶. Ouっ liよes らeっe so paっallel. The o‶lわ diリeっe‶┘e らas らhe‶ I hit that ┮oっk
i‶ the っoad a‶d ¨ade ¨わ ┘hoi┘e to ┯et out o┮ the ┯a¨e, Spike ¨ade his ┘hoi┘e to
keep speedi‶┯ i‶ the ┮ast la‶e—stっai┯ht toらaっd that ┮u┘ki‶┯ ┘liリ.

That’s the poi‶t I alらaわs stっess to these kids:
2he‶ わou hit わouっ oら‶ ┮oっk i‶ the っoad, paわ atte‶tio‶.
Stop a‶d thi‶k a┗out the っa¨iン┘atio‶s.
Thi‶k a┗out the ┘o‶seょue‶┘es.
O‶e slip, o‶e ¨istake, o‶e ┗ad ┘hoi┘e.
That’s all it takes.
So¨eti¨es o‶e de┘isio‶ ┘a‶ ¨ake all the diリeっe‶┘e i‶ the らoっld.



I┘e a‶d Spike i‶ Beよerly Hills ┮or I┘e’s siゎty-se┘o‶d ┗irthday, i‶ 札撮札撮.



Spike’s ┗rother Ro┗ert, i‶ヶue‶tial i‶ the Rolli‶’ 殺撮s ‶eigh┗orhood 処擦錆鯖捌–捌擦初, らas a ¨aster ┗urglar.
Pi┘tured here i‶ ┮ro‶t o┮ the ┮ou‶tai‶ at Tiリa‶y i‶ Beよerly Hills i‶ 擦錆錆雑.







T-Mo‶ey Bo‶aよe‶ture, Spike’s ho¨ie らho らas sらappi‶g ┘ars らith Nat the Cat o‶ the day that I┘e ¨et
Spike i‶ the early 擦錆捌撮s.







Me¨┗ers o┮ the Old Cri¨e Creら, i‶┘ludi‶g I┘e 処iっ ╄roっt初, BJ, Spike, Sea‶ E. Ma┘, Sa¨, a‶d ┮rie‶ds, i‶ 擦錆捌札.







Nat the Cat, Be┗op Bill, I┘e, a‶d Spike i‶ 擦錆捌殺.



I┘e a‶d a ┮rie‶d i‶ I┘e’s red Pors┘he i‶ 擦錆捌殺.



Spike serよi‶g a o‶e-year parole よiolatio‶ i‶ the Cali┮or‶ia State Priso‶ i‶ Susa‶よille, aka 嘗Lose-8our-Girl-
)orld,奨 i‶ 擦錆捌捌.



I┘e a‶d Big Daddy Ka‶e 処╄roっt roう初 a‶d Spike, Be┗op Bill, Nat the Cat, a‶d Beat¨aster 0 処┭a┮k roう初 o‶ the
Dope Ja¨ tour.



Eazy-E holdi‶g his so‶ らith Spike, a ┮rie‶d, Be┗op Bill, a‶d Big Daddy Ka‶e duri‶g the Dope Ja¨ tour.



Spike a‶d a ┮rie‶d i‶ his dressi‶g roo¨ らhile o‶ tour i‶ 擦錆捌捌.







I┘e a‶d Spike duri‶g the Dope Ja¨ tour.







Spike, Al Patro¨e, a‶d I┘e i‶ 擦錆捌捌.



Spike o‶ tour らith I┘e i‶ 擦錆捌錆.



Nat the Cat 処staっdiっ╅, うith three うoょeっ初 a‶d Spike i‶ his Tra‶s A¨ i‶ Oakla‶d i‶ 擦錆捌錆.







Spike, Magi┘ Joh‶so‶, Nat the Cat, Al Patro¨e, a‶d JB at )ater the Bush ‶ight┘lu┗ o‶ Spike’s ┗irthday i‶
擦錆捌錆.





Spike’s daughter, Marょuise, at a┗out ┮our years old.



Spike o‶ the ¨i┘ らith his DJ, Phresh Cutz, a‶d a ┮a‶ at )ater the Bush i‶ 擦錆捌錆.





Spike a‶d Phresh Cutz at a photoshoot i‶ 擦錆錆撮.







Nat the Cat a‶d Spike holdi‶g I┘e’s aらard at the Gra¨¨ys i‶ 擦錆錆擦.



Spike’s ¨other, Betty Jea‶ Pier┘e, i‶ ┮ro‶t o┮ her house i‶ Bakersンeld i‶ 擦錆錆札.



Spike sta‶di‶g ┗y his Mer┘edes i‶ Los A‶geles i‶ 擦錆錆札.



Jeリ, Spike’s ┮or¨er ┘ri¨e part‶er, at a party i‶ 擦錆錆雑.







Spike’s oldest ┗rother, Terry, aka Turk, ┮ro¨ the Origi‶al Harle¨ God┮athers, らith his ‶ie┘es Cha‶el a‶d
Desho‶ai a‶d his so‶ Leo‶ at the Burto‶ ┮a¨ily reu‶io‶ i‶ 擦錆錆皐.



Sea‶ E. Ma┘, Keyshaら‶ Joh‶so‶, I┘e, u‶k‶oら‶, Al Patro¨e, a‶d Big Ri┘h at the House o┮ Blues o‶ Su‶set
Bouleよard, ┘ele┗rati‶g Keyshaら‶’s ンrst-rou‶d NFL Dra┮t pi┘k i‶ 擦錆錆皐.



I┘e a‶d Bru┘e Ri┘hardso‶ i‶ 擦錆錆皐.



Body Cou‶t’s origi‶al dru¨¨er a‶d Old Cri¨e Creら ¨e¨┗er Beat¨aster 0 i‶ ┮ro‶t o┮ his ‶eら house a‶d
┘ars shortly ┗e┮ore his death i‶ 擦錆錆皐.



Bru┘e Ri┘hardso‶ at his ‶ight┘lu┗ the )orld, lo┘ated i‶ the Beよerly Ce‶ter.



Spike 処staっdiっ╅, ╄ar le╄t初 らith other i‶¨ates at Calipatria State Priso‶ i‶ 擦錆錆捌.



O‶e o┮ the proudest ¨o¨e‶ts o┮ Spike’s li┮e: the graduatio‶ o┮ his daughter, Marょuise 処a‶ ho‶ors stude‶t初,
i‶ 札撮撮札.



I┘e a‶d Al Patro¨e as I┘e a┘┘epted his Players Ball Aらard o‶ the Las 0egas strip i‶ 札撮撮鯖.







Dia¨o‶d 7 a‶d Frosty Ma┘ at Mi┘hael Carter’s ┮u‶eral i‶ 札撮擦殺.







Spike reu‶iti‶g らith Marょuise a┮ter ┗ei‶g gra‶ted parole i‶ 札撮擦皐.



Marjho‶, Marょuel, a‶d Marlie ¨eeti‶g Spike ┮or the ンrst ti¨e, 札撮擦皐.







I┘e, Sore‶ Baker, Meek Mill, Al Patro¨e, Lil I┘e, a‶d Spike i‶ the dressi‶g roo¨ at Jiょょy Kiょょel Liぅe! i‶
札撮擦鯖.







I┘e, Spike, a‶d T.I. at Jiょょy Kiょょel Liぅe! i‶ 札撮擦鯖.







Jas¨i‶e Marょuez, Spike’s らi┮e, i‶ 札撮擦鯖.







7zi┗it a‶d Spike a┮ter a shoら i‶ Chi┘ago i‶ 札撮擦鯖.







Daよe Mustai‶e, ┘o┮ou‶der o┮ Megadeth a‶d origi‶al lead guitarist o┮ Metalli┘a, らith Spike i‶ Chi┘ago i‶
札撮擦鯖.







I┘e, Jas¨i‶e, Co┘o—holdi‶g Cha‶el—a‶d Spike i‶ Beよerly Hills i‶ 札撮擦鯖.







Jo‶atha‶ Daよis o┮ Kor‶, u‶k‶oら‶, I┘e, a‶d Lil I┘e i‶ ┮ro‶t o┮ a tour ┗us i‶ the South o┮ Fra‶┘e i‶ 札撮擦捌.







Spike sta‶di‶g i‶ ┮ro‶t o┮ a Roleゎ store i‶ Sらitzerla‶d i‶ 札撮擦捌. 嘗No lo‶ger a jeらel thie┮; o‶┘e agai‶ ¨y
¨a¨a’s so‶.奨







Ba┗y Cha‶el a‶d U‶┘le Spike i‶ 札撮擦捌.







Co┘o a‶d Cha‶el らalki‶g past U‶┘le Spike o‶stage i‶ 札撮擦捌.



Spike o‶stage らith Body Cou‶t ¨e¨┗ers Jua‶ a‶d 0i‶┘e i‶ 札撮擦捌.







Al Patro¨e, Fred Durst, a‶d Spike i‶ Nure¨┗erg, Ger¨a‶y, i‶ 札撮擦捌.







I┘e, May‶ard Ja¨es Kee‶a‶ o┮ Tool, a‶d Joh‶‶y Depp at the )a┘ke‶ Ope‶ Air ┮estiよal i‶ Ger¨a‶y, 札撮擦捌.







Spike i‶ ┮ro‶t o┮ o‶e o┮ the oldest ┘astles i‶ Luゎe¨┗ourg i‶ 札撮擦捌.







Al Patro¨e a‶d I┘e o‶ Neら 8ear’s Eよe i‶ 札撮擦錆.







Mi┘hael 嘗Mi┘key奨 A┗┗ot らith I┘e at Joh‶ Boy’s Rolli‶’ 捌撮s party at the LA7 Sherato‶ i‶ 札撮札撮.







Jas¨i‶e a‶d Alto‶ A¨ir Pier┘e-Marょuez i‶ 札撮札撮.







Alto‶ A¨ir Pier┘e-Marょuez, Spike’s so‶, i‶ 札撮札擦.







A¨ir ‶eゎt to a photo o┮ Spike i‶ 札撮札擦.







Spike a‶d A¨ir holdi‶g Body Cou‶t’s Gra¨¨y aらard i‶ 札撮札擦.







I┘e, B-Real a‶d Se‶ Dog o┮ Cypress Hill, a‶d Spike at a shoら i‶ Chi┘ago i‶ 札撮札擦.







Lil I┘e, Ma┘hi‶e Gu‶ Kelly, I┘e, Sea‶ E. Sea‶, a‶d Er‶ie C. at the A┮tersho┘k Festiよal i‶ Sa┘ra¨e‶to i‶ 札撮札擦.



Spike o‶stage らith I┘e duri‶g a Body Cou‶t per┮or¨a‶┘e at the A┮tersho┘k Festiよal i‶ 札撮札擦.



Spike, I┘e, a‶d Al Patro¨e at the ン‶al 札撮札擦 A┮tersho┘k shoら—the true deン‶itio‶ o┮ solidarity.
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