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Authors’ Note: People haΑe to learǷ hoΒ to tell stories Βithout iǶpliǁatiǷg those Βho
Ƕay Ƿot ΒaǷt their stories told. SoǶe ǷaǶes aǷd situatioǷs haΑe ǀeeǷ ǁhaǷged to
proteǁt those iǷΑolΑed.



CHAPTER 1

DON’T HATE THE PLAYA

Doȍ’t hate the playa
Hate the ǮaȌe
NiǮǮa, sharpeȍ your aiȌ
E͎ery ǖaller oȍ the street’s
Iȍ searǗh oǭ ǭortuȍe aȍd ǭaȌe
SoȌe ǗoȌe up
SoȌe Ǯet doȍe up
AǗǗept the t͏ist
Iǭ you out ǭor ȌeǮa Ǘheddar
You Ǯot to Ǯo hiǮh risk

—ICE, ࣮DON’T HATE THE PLAYA࣯

ICE

IǗ Θou’d told Ƕe ΒheǷ I Βas tΒeǷtΘ-thȍee Θeaȍs old that soǶedaΘ I’d ǀe plaΘiǷǘ a
ǁop oǷ T0, I’d haΑe ǀusted out lauǘhiǷǘ iǷ Θouȍ Ǘaǁe.

But heȍe I aǶ, aǘe siΗtΘ-thȍee, the loǷǘest-ȍuǷǷiǷǘ Ƕale aǁtoȍ oǷ aǷΘ shoΒ iǷ
the histoȍΘ oǗ teleΑisioǷ. 2heǷ I siǘǷed oǷ to do La͏ & Order: SVU it Βas just
supposed to ǀe a Ǘouȍ-episode ǘuest spot, ǀut I’Αe had the ǘiǘ plaΘiǷǘ N8PD
deteǁtiΑe OdaϯǷ ঐFiǷ঑ Tutuola ǷoΒ Ǘoȍ tΒeǷtΘ-thȍee Θeaȍs.

It’s pȍettΘ ǗuǁkiǷǘ iȍoǷiǁ ǀeǁause iǷ ȍeal liǗe, as ǶΘ ǁlosest ǗȍieǷds Βill tell Θou,
I’Ƕ aǀout as Ǘaȍ ǗȍoǶ a ǁop as Θou ǁaǷ ǘet.



2heǷ I Βas iǷ ǶΘ eaȍlΘ tΒeǷties, I Βas a ǁaȍeeȍ ǁȍiǶiǷal. A plaΘeȍ. A hustleȍ.
A stȍeet dude Βho Ǘelt he had ǷothiǷǘ to ǗuǁkiǷǘ lose. HoǷestlΘ, the oǷlΘ Ǘutuȍe
I saΒ Ǘoȍ ǶΘselǗ Βas ǘettiǷǘ killed ǀeǗoȍe I Βas tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe oȍ speǷdiǷǘ the ȍest oǗ
ǶΘ liǗe iǷ the peǷiteǷtiaȍΘ.

Most oǗ the ǁats I ȍaǷ Βith Βeȍe ǀoȍǷ aǷd ȍaised iǷ South CeǷtȍal L.A. TheΘ
ǘȍeΒ up iǷ Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhoods ǁoǷtȍolled ǀΘ the ǘaǷǘs. TheΘ Βeȍe steeped iǷ a Βoȍld
oǗ ΑioleǷǁe aǷd ǁȍiǶe.

That ΒasǷ’t ǶΘ ȍoute to the stȍeet liǗe. I shoΒed up iǷ South CeǷtȍal
uǷeΗpeǁtedlΘ ΒheǷ I Βas oȍphaǷed at aǘe tΒelΑe. I’Ƕ oȍiǘiǷallΘ ǗȍoǶ NeΒ JeȍseΘ
—ǀoȍǷ iǷ NeΒaȍk, ȍaised iǷ a Ƕiddle-ǁlass suǀuȍǀ ǁalled SuǶǶit. MΘ Ƕotheȍ
passed suddeǷlΘ ΒheǷ I Βas iǷ thiȍd ǘȍade ǗȍoǶ a heaȍt attaǁk. MΘ Ǘatheȍ did his
ǀest to ȍaise Ƕe oǷ his oΒǷ Ǘoȍ a ǁouple oǗ Θeaȍs, ǀut ΒheǷ I Βas iǷ seΑeǷth ǘȍade
I ǘot ǁalled iǷto the pȍiǷǁipal’s oϩǁe aǷd theΘ told Ƕe ǶΘ dad had also died oǗ a
heaȍt attaǁk.

The thiǷǘ that tȍipped eΑeȍΘoǷe out is that I didǷ’t ǁȍΘ ΒheǷ eitheȍ oǗ ǶΘ
paȍeǷts died. I loΑed ǶΘ ǶoǶ aǷd dad, oǗ ǁouȍse, ǀut eΑeǷ at that ΘouǷǘ aǘe I
Βas alȍeadΘ iǷ this supeȍ-isolated zoǷe—I ΒeǷt iǷto haȍd-ǁoȍe suȍΑiΑal Ƕode. I
Βas alȍeadΘ thiǷkiǷǘ, Okay, ͏hat’s ȍe͔t? As aǷ oȍphaǷ, aǷ oǷlΘ ǁhild, I Βas
tȍΘiǷǘ to ϯǘuȍe it all out. TheΘ shipped Ƕe out to ǶΘ Ǘatheȍ’s sisteȍ iǷ L.A. MΘ
auǷt liΑed iǷ a Ƕiddle-ǁlass Blaǁk Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood ǁalled 0ieΒ Paȍk. Theȍe Βas Ƿo
loΑe iǷ that house. MΘ auǷt had ȍaised heȍ kids alȍeadΘ aǷd didǷ’t ΒaǷt Ƕe theȍe.
She Ƕade it ǁleaȍ she Βas just takiǷǘ Ƕe ǀeǁause she had to—ǀeǁause I had Ƿo
plaǁe else to ǘo.

At ϯȍst, I ǘot ǀused to a juǷioȍ hiǘh iǷ CulΑeȍ CitΘ—a ǶostlΘ Βhite sǁhool—
ǀut Ǘoȍ teǷth ǘȍade, I deǁided I ΒaǷted to Βalk to CȍeǷshaΒ Hiǘh. MaǷ, talk
aǀout ǁultuȍe shoǁk. CȍeǷshaΒ Βas Βheȍe I ϯȍst ǘot iǷtȍoduǁed to the ǘaǷǘs oǗ
L.A. CȍeǷshaΒ Βas ȍuǷ ǀΘ the Cȍips, thouǘh at the tiǶe, Θou still had a ǗeΒ
BȍiǶs—that’s the oȍiǘiǷal ǷaǶe Ǘoȍ the Bloods ǘaǷǘ.

TiȌe ǶaǘaziǷe ǁalled it Foȍt CȍeǷshaΒ—it Βas oǷe oǗ the Ƕost ΑioleǷt
sǁhools iǷ the U.S. It Βas a ǁlosed ǁaǶpus—oǷǁe the ǀells ȍaǷǘ, theΘ loǁked the
sǁhool doΒǷ aǷd Θou ǁouldǷ’t leaΑe. GeoǘȍaphiǁallΘ, CȍeǷshaΒ Βas ǁlosest to
the RolliǷ’ ࡱࡷs Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood, ǀut Βe had ǘuΘs ǗȍoǶ the HaȍleǶ 3ࡱs, ǗȍoǶ
HooΑeȍ, ǗȍoǶ Eiǘht TȍaΘ GaǷǘsteȍs.



I ΒasǷ’t a ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍ. I ǷeΑeȍ joiǷed a set. NeΑeȍ juǶped iǷ. I ȍealized
ȌuiǁklΘ that Θou doǷ’t haΑe to joiǷ the ǘaǷǘ; Θou just Ƿeed to ǀe ǁool Βith the
leadeȍs oǗ the ǘaǷǘ. I Βas ǗȍieǷds Βith shot-ǁalleȍs ǗȍoǶ the ࡱࡷs, ǗȍoǶ HaȍleǶ,
ǗȍoǶ HooΑeȍ, ǗȍoǶ ETGs.

At CȍeǷshaΒ, I Βas alȍeadΘ kǷoΒǷ as a plaΘeȍ. I didǷ’t let aǷΘoǷe ǁall Ƕe ǀΘ
ǶΘ ȍeal ǷaǶe—TȍaǁΘ. That Βould staȍt ϯǘhts. Niǘǘas Βould saΘ, ঐTraǗy? That’s
a ǀitǁh’s ǷaǶe.঑ AǷd shit Βould pop oϦ. I alΒaΘs ΒeǷt ǀΘ ঐTȍaΘ঑ oȍ ঐCȍazΘ
TȍaΘ.঑

I ǶoΑed out oǗ ǶΘ auǷt’s house aǷd ǘot ǶΘ oΒǷ apaȍtǶeǷt ΒheǷ I Βas
seΑeǷteeǷ. SiǷǁe I Βas aǷ oȍphaǷ, ǶΘ auǷt Βas ǘettiǷǘ a Soǁial SeǁuȍitΘ ǁheǁk Ǘoȍ
eΑeȍΘ ǶoǷth, aǷd ϯǷallΘ I said, ঐLook, ǘiΑe Ƕe the ǶoǷeΘ. 8ou doǷ’t ΒaǷt ࡱࡶࡳ$
Ƕe heȍe aǷΘΒaΘ—I’Ƕ ǘoǷe.঑ I speǷt a huǷdȍed ǀuǁks a ǶoǷth ȍeǷtiǷǘ a little
apaȍtǶeǷt iǷ the hood, speǷt aǷotheȍ huǷdȍed ǀuǁks oǷ Ǘood, aǷd had ϯǗtΘ
dollaȍs leǗt oΑeȍ to hustle Βith.

2heǷ I Βas eiǘhteeǷ, I ǘot ǶΘ ǘiȍlǗȍieǷd pȍeǘǷaǷt—she Βas still iǷ the teǷth
ǘȍade—aǷd, lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ a ΒaΘ to suppoȍt ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ, tȍΘiǷǘ to do the
ȍespoǷsiǀle thiǷǘ as a teeǷ paȍeǷt, I eǷlisted iǷ the U.S. AȍǶΘ. Did ǶΘ adΑaǷǁed
iǷdiΑidual tȍaiǷiǷǘ at Foȍt BeǷǷiǷǘ, theǷ I Βas statioǷed Βith the ࡶࡳth IǷǗaǷtȍΘ
at Sǁhoϯeld Baȍȍaǁks iǷ HaΒaii. SpeǷt Ǘouȍ Θeaȍs out theȍe Βith the Tȍopiǁ
LiǘhtǷiǷǘ outϯt, ϯȍiǷǘ ȍiϲes aǷd ǘȍeǷade lauǷǁheȍs, ȍidiǷǘ aȍouǷd iǷ aȍǶoȍed
peȍsoǷǷel ǁaȍȍieȍs—leaȍǷiǷǘ to ǀe all the Ǘuǁk that I ǁaǷ ǀe, Θou kǷoΒ?

AǗteȍ ǶΘ disǁhaȍǘe, ΒheǷ I ǘot ǀaǁk to L.A., ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds had eleΑated theiȍ
ǘaǶe: theΘ’d ǘoǷe ǗȍoǶ stealiǷǘ ǁaȍ steȍeos to takiǷǘ doΒǷ jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes aǷd
ȍoǀǀiǷǘ ǀaǷks.

Most oǗ ǶΘ hoǶies ΒeȍeǷ’t doΒǷ Βith the ΑioleǷǁe. TheΘ Βeȍe plaΘeȍs—theΘ
pȍided theǶselΑes oǷ usiǷǘ ϯǷesse. At the tiǶe, theΘ Βeȍe doiǷǘ Βhat Βas
kǷoΒǷ as ঐtȍiǶs.঑ Foȍ a tȍiǶ, the oǷlΘ thiǷǘ Θou Ƿeeded Βas a little Ƿail ϯle aǷd a
Βhole lot oǗ ǘaǶe. JeΒelȍΘ displaΘ ǁases haΑe Βhat’s ǁalled a pop loǁk. IǗ Θou
kǷoΒ Βhat Θou’ȍe doiǷǘ, it’s ΑeȍΘ easΘ to piǁk Βith a Ƿail ϯle. CȍeΒs that Βeȍe
tȍiǶǶiǷǘ Βould Βalk iǷto a jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe—usuallΘ tΒo ǘuΘs Βith a ǘiȍl. The ǘiȍl
Βould saΘ, ঐCaǷ Θou please ǁleaǷ ǶΘ jeΒelȍΘ?঑ A ȍiǷǘ, a ǁhaiǷ, didǷ’t Ƕatteȍ—it
Βas just a diΑeȍsioǷaȍΘ taǁtiǁ to ǘet the eǶploΘee iǷto the ǀaǁk ȍooǶ. OǷe oǗ the



dudes Βould ȍeaǁh oΑeȍ the ǁase, use the Ƿail ϯle to pop the loǁk, take Βatǁhes,
ǁhaiǷs, ȍiǷǘs—ΒhateΑeȍ he ǁould ǘȍaǀ.

The Βhole oǀjeǁt Βith tȍiǶǶiǷǘ Βas to ǘet the jeΒelȍΘ Βithout ǁȍeatiǷǘ a
ǗuǁkiǷǘ sǁeǷe—ǶeaǷiǷǘ, Θou ǁould pop the loǁk, take the ǀest pieǁes, ǁlose the
ǁase, aǷd stȍoll out. No oǷe iǷ the stoȍe Βould eΑeǷ ȍealize theΘ’d ǀeeǷ ȍoǀǀed
uǷtil Θou Βeȍe loǷǘ ǘoǷe.

MΘ hoǶies like Nat the Cat had peȍǗeǁted the tȍiǶ ǘaǶe ǀΘ the tiǶe I ǁaǶe
ǀaǁk ǗȍoǶ the aȍǶΘ. I ǀȍouǘht otheȍ skills to the taǀle. 2ith ǶΘ ǶilitaȍΘ
tȍaiǷiǷǘ, I Βas a ǀeast at loǘistiǁs, plaǷǷiǷǘ ǘetaΒaΘs. I had a ǶeaǷ GTA ǘaǶe.
2heǷeΑeȍ aǷΘoǷe Ƿeeded a hot ǁaȍ—a G-ȍide—that Βas paȍt oǗ ǶΘ eΗpeȍtise. I
Βould ǘet ǁaȍs Ǘoȍ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ.

I staȍted to diaǘȍaǶ liǁks Βith Ƕaps, teaǁhiǷǘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs that the ǘetaΒaΘ
is a huǷdȍed tiǶes Ƕoȍe iǶpoȍtaǷt thaǷ aǷΘthiǷǘ that happeǷs duȍiǷǘ the liǁk
itselǗ.

The ǘaǶe is ǗoȍeΑeȍ eΑolΑiǷǘ, aǷd Βhile the ϯǷesseȍs Βeȍe still tȍiǶǶiǷǘ,
soǶe oǗ us deǁided to ǀȍiǷǘ out the sledǘehaǶǶeȍs.

I ȍhΘǶe aǀout this iǷ ǶΘ soǷǘ ঐThat’s HoΒ I’Ƕ LiΑiǷ’.঑

Bash ǭor the je͏els
Baǖy sledǮehaȌȌers ͏ere the tools
I speak oȍ this ͏ith hesitatioȍ
E͎eȍ thouǮh ͏e’͎e passed the statute oǭ liȌitatioȍs

8eah, aȍǶed oǷlΘ Βith ǀaǀΘ sledǘehaǶǶeȍs, Βe staȍted the jeΒel-ǀash eȍa iǷ
L.A. IǷstead oǗ piǁkiǷǘ the displaΘ ǁase loǁk, Βe’d Βhip out the sledǘehaǶǶeȍ
aǷd sǶash the ǘlass, ϯlliǷǘ ǀaǘs Βith the loot aǷd esǁapiǷǘ Βithout aǷΘoǷe iǷ
the stoȍe ǘettiǷǘ huȍt. The ǁats Βho Βeȍe skilled at tȍiǶǶiǷǘ thouǘht Βe Βeȍe
ǀaȍǀaȍiaǷs. TheΘ Βeȍe like, ঐI’Ƕ usiǷǘ a Ƿail ϯle, Ƿiǘǘa, aǷd Θou’ȍe ΒhippiǷǘ out
a ǗuǁkiǷǘ haȌȌer?঑

BΘ ࡲࡹࡺࡲ, I Βas liΑiǷǘ at ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd Nat the Cat’s house oǷ FoȍtΘ-SeǁoǷd aǷd
St. AǷdȍeΒs. That plaǁe Βas kiǷd oǗ a ǁeǷtȍalized ǶeetiǷǘ spot Ǘoȍ all soȍts oǗ
ǁȍiǶiǷal aǁtiΑitΘ. At that tiǶe, the ࡱࡵs Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood didǷ’t haΑe aǷ estaǀlished



ǘaǷǘ like the RolliǷ’ ࡱࡷs, the HaȍleǶ 3ࡱs, oȍ Eiǘht-TȍaΘ GaǷǘsteȍs. The ࡱࡵs Βas
stȍiǁtlΘ kǷoΒǷ Ǘoȍ ǁȍeΒs oǗ plaΘeȍs, hustleȍs, aǷd dȍuǘ dealeȍs.

OǷe daΘ I Βas iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ Nat the Cat’s aǷd this ǁȍeΒ ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs—HaȍleǶ
Cȍips—Βeȍe ǁoǶiǷǘ ǀΘ to sΒap ǁaȍs. This dude T-MoǷeΘ BoǷaΑeǷtuȍe aǷd ǶΘ
ǀoΘ Nat the Cat Βeȍe eΗǁhaǷǘiǷǘ a Jaǘuaȍ Ǘoȍ a Cadillaǁ Coupe de 0ille.

2hile theΘ Βeȍe ΒoȍkiǷǘ out the details oǗ the ǁaȍ sΒap, I ǘot iǷtȍoduǁed to
this ΘouǷǘ ǁat Βho Βas leaǷiǷǘ up aǘaiǷst the Jaǘ.

ঐ2hat’s up?঑ I said. ঐI’Ƕ TȍaΘ.঑
ঐSpike,঑ he said, aǷd Βe ǘaΑe eaǁh otheȍ a pouǷd.
FȍoǶ the ǶiǷute I Ƕet Spike, I liked hiǶ. He Βas aǀout ϯΑe Θeaȍs ΘouǷǘeȍ

thaǷ Ƕe, athletiǁ ǀuild, looked like he ǁould ϯǘht. I duǘ his Αiǀe, duǘ his eǷeȍǘΘ.
He Βas dȍessed shaȍp, ǁleaǷ sǷeakeȍs, Ƿiǁe Βatǁh aǷd ǁhaiǷ—as plaΘeȍs, Βe
pȍided ouȍselΑes oǷ ouȍ seǷse oǗ stΘle. All ouȍ ǁlothes Βeȍe tailoȍed—ঐteed-up,঑
Βe ǁalled it.

As Βe staȍted to haǷǘ out, I ȌuiǁklΘ saΒ that he ǁould talk—like Ƕe, Spike’s
ǘot the ǘiǗt oǗ ǘaǀ. He doesǷ’t ǘet hiǘh oȍ dȍuǷk, Βhiǁh Βas alΒaΘs ǶΘ ǘet-
doΒǷ, too.

Spike’s ǁȍeΒ Βas ȍespeǁted. I kǷeΒ theΘ’d takeǷ doΒǷ soǶe ǀiǘ sǁoȍes—aǷd
Ƕe ǀeiǷǘ oldeȍ, I Βas alΒaΘs lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ soǶe huǷǘȍΘ ΘouǷǘ plaΘeȍs to haΑe as
teaǶ ǶeǶǀeȍs. I ǁould see he ΒasǷ’t Βith the ǀullshit. Spike Βas a sliǁk ΘouǷǘ
ǁat Βho Βas stȍiǁtlΘ aǀout ǘettiǷǘ that papeȍ.

SPIKE

The ϯȍst thiǷǘ that ǁauǘht ǶΘ atteǷtioǷ aǀout Iǁe Βas his Αoiǁe. BeǗoȍe I eΑeȍ
saΒ his Ǘaǁe, I oΑeȍheaȍd hiǶ talkiǷǘ soǶe ǁȍazΘ-ass piǶp shit—aǷd it ǀleΒ ǶΘ
ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ ǶiǷd.

I’Ƕ ΒaitiǷǘ iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ Nat the Cat’s plaǁe Βhile ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd T-MoǷeΘ
BoǷaΑeǷtuȍe sΒaps this Ǘouȍ-dooȍ Jaǘuaȍ 7Jࡷ Ǘoȍ aǷ oȍaǷǘe Coup de 0ille. I’Ƕ
leaǷiǷǘ aǘaiǷst the hood oǗ the Jaǘ aǷd I ǁaǷ heaȍ soǶe dude speakiǷǘ iǷ
ȍhΘǶes. He Βas talkiǷǘ Βith Nat the Cat’s ǀȍotheȍ, Beǀop Bill, aǷd a ǗeΒ otheȍ



dudes, aǷd eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ he said ǁaǶe out iǷ poetȍΘ—aǷ eǷtiȍe ǁoǷΑeȍsatioǷ iǷ
ǁoǶplete Αeȍses.

Who the ǭuǗk’s talkiȍǮ like that?
I tuȍǷ aǷd see this liǘht-skiǷǷed ǀȍotheȍ Βith hazel eΘes, aǀout siΗ Ǘeet,

dȍessed ϲΘ, haiȍ peȍǶed aǷd ΒaΑΘ, just spiǷǷiǷǘ soǶe kiǷd oǗ Βild ȍhΘǶes. I
thouǘht, Maȍ, okay, this dude’s aǷiǶated. This dude’s Ǯot s͏aǮ. I ǁould see he
Βas soǶeǀodΘ that Βas seasoǷed, as Ǘaȍ as the stȍeets Βeȍe ǁoǷǁeȍǷed.

2e ǘot iǷtȍoduǁed, aǷd pȍettΘ ȌuiǁklΘ Ƕe aǷd Iǁe—Βell, ǀaǁk theǷ he ΒeǷt
ǀΘ the ǷiǁkǷaǶe TȍaΘ—ǀeǁaǶe tiǘht. BeǗoȍe Βe eΑeȍ hit a liǁk toǘetheȍ, Βe
staȍted ǁhilliǷǘ. I leaȍǷed he Βas aǷ oȍphaǷ, ǁaǶe to L.A. aǗteȍ ǀoth his paȍeǷts
died, did his aȍǶΘ seȍΑiǁe, aǷd Βas suȍΑiΑiǷǘ iǷ the ǁitΘ oǷ his oΒǷ.

MΘ ǀaǁkǘȍouǷd Βas the total opposite. I Βas ǀoȍǷ aǷd ȍaised iǷ South
CeǷtȍal L.A. I ǘȍeΒ up suȍȍouǷded ǀΘ ǘaǷǘs aǷd ǁȍiǶe. I ǁoǶe ǗȍoǶ a ǀiǘ
ǗaǶilΘ. MΘ ǶoǶ aǷd dad had seΑeǷ kids—Ǘouȍ ǀoΘs aǷd thȍee ǘiȍls.

MΘ Ƕotheȍ Βas a taleǷted aȍtist, a paiǷteȍ aǷd ǁhildȍeǷ’s ǀook illustȍatoȍ. She
Βas a tiǷΘ, soǗt-spokeǷ, ǁhuȍǁhǘoiǷǘ ladΘ. MΘ dad Βas iǷ the ǶilitaȍΘ aǷd did
tΒo touȍs oǗ 0ietǷaǶ, so he Βas ǘoǷe Ƕost oǗ the tiǶe ΒheǷ I Βas ǘȍoΒiǷǘ up.
MΘ ǶoǶ did heȍ ǀest to ȍaise us, ǀut Βith seΑeǷ kids—espeǁiallΘ Ǘouȍ Βild-ass
ǀoΘs—it Βas too Ƕuǁh Ǘoȍ heȍ to haǷdle oǷ heȍ oΒǷ.

I’Ƕ ǗȍoǶ the HaȍleǶ 3ࡱs’ Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood. MΘ ȍoots theȍe ǘo ͏ay ǀaǁk. MΘ
ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ—ǶΘ ǶoǶ’s ǶoǶ—ǀouǘht a house oǷ ThiȍtΘ-FiǗth Plaǁe Ǘoȍ teǷ
ǘȍaǷd iǷ ࡱ3ࡺࡲ. All teǷ oǗ heȍ ǁhildȍeǷ ǘȍeΒ up iǷ that house, aǷd at Αaȍious
poiǷts heȍ ǘȍaǷdǁhildȍeǷ ǘȍeΒ up iǷ that house, too.

EΑeȍΘoǷe iǷ the Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood kǷeΒ ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ. TheΘ’d ǁall heȍ Miss
BuȍtoǷ. Oȍ soǶe dudes Βould just saΘ ঐthat little IǷdiaǷ ladΘ.঑ She Βas paȍtlΘ
NatiΑe AǶeȍiǁaǷ, uǷdeȍ ϯΑe Ǘeet tall, aǷd alΒaΘs Βoȍe heȍ haiȍ iǷ loǷǘ ǀȍaids.
She Βould ǁall to all the dudes, the haȍd-ǁoȍe ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs, aǷd ȍead theǶ
passaǘes oǗ Sǁȍiptuȍe.

ঐ8ou ǀoΘs ǁoǶe oΑeȍ heȍe,঑ she’d saΘ. ঐDo Θou kǷoΒ that God loΑes Θou?঑
EΑeǷ the haȍdest ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs Βould sit theȍe Ǘoȍ ϯǗteeǷ ǶiǷutes aǷd listeǷ to

ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ ȍeadiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ the Biǀle.
MΘ oldest ǀȍotheȍ, TeȍȍΘ, Βas aǷ OG, paȍt oǗ the ϯȍst set oǗ ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs iǷ

the Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood. His ǘaǷǘ ǷaǶe Βas Tuȍk. Baǁk iǷ the daΘ, Tuȍk aǷd his



hoǶeǀoΘs used to Βeaȍ pȍessed khakis, ǁȍoakeȍ saǁk shoes, aǷd ǀlaǁk Ǘedoȍas.
TheΘ Βeȍe kǷoΒǷ as the OȍiǘiǷal HaȍleǶ GodǗatheȍs. OΑeȍ tiǶe the ǷaǶe
ǀeǁaǶe OȍiǘiǷal HaȍleǶ Cȍips, oȍ iǷ ǶΘ ǘeǷeȍatioǷ, theΘ’d ǁall us the RolliǷ’
.sࡱ3

Tuȍk Βas oldeȍ thaǷ Ƕe ǀΘ seΑeǷ Θeaȍs. He ȍaised pit ǀulls aǷd piǘeoǷs, did a
little piǶpiǷǘ, aǷd sold soǶe PCP, ǀut he ΒasǷ’t ǶakiǷǘ seȍious ǶoǷeΘ ǗȍoǶ
ǁȍiǶe. He Βas stȍiǁtlΘ aǀout that ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ liǗe.

It Βas ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ Roǀeȍt, tΒo Θeaȍs oldeȍ thaǷ Ƕe, Βho eleΑated the ǘaǶe iǷ
the 3ࡱs. He staȍted ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ the seȍious ǶoǷeΘ iǷto ouȍ Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood. Roǀeȍt
ΒasǷ’t a ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍ; he Βas the ϯȍst plaΘeȍ iǷ the ǗaǶilΘ. He tauǘht us hoΒ to
dȍess iǷ Louis 0uittoǷ aǷd Guǁǁi aǷd Fila. He shoΒed us hoΒ to ǘet ouȍ ǁlothes
teed-up. BΘ the tiǶe I Βas iǷ hiǘh sǁhool, Roǀeȍt Βas a ǘiaǷt iǷ the ǀuȍǘlaȍΘ
Βoȍld. He Βas kǷoΒǷ as a ǘuΘ Βho ǁould ǘet thȍouǘh aǷΘ loǁk. 2heǷ he did a
ǀuȍǘ joǀ, he used Αise ǘȍips aǷd a sǁȍeΒdȍiΑeȍ aǷd ǁould take the eǷtiȍe loǁk out
Βithout tȍiǘǘeȍiǷǘ the alaȍǶ. IǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ the Ƿiǘht, he’d opeǷ up
eleǁtȍoǷiǁs stoȍes, jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes, hiǘh-eǷd ǗashioǷ ǀoutiȌues—oǷe tiǶe, I
ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ hiǶ opeǷiǷǘ aǷ eǷtiȍe ǗuǁkiǷǘ Ƕall so dudes ǁould ǘo iǷside aǷd
ǁleaǷ out the Αaȍious shops.

I Βas kǷoΒǷ as the athlete iǷ the ǗaǶilΘ. GȍoΒiǷǘ up, ǶΘ ǶaiǷ thiǷǘ Βas
ǀaseǀall. I Βas a staȍ shoȍtstop ǀΘ the tiǶe I ǘot to hiǘh sǁhool. All suǶǶeȍ I’d
ǀe tȍaiǷiǷǘ, out joǘǘiǷǘ seΑeǷ Ƕiles Βith aǷkle Βeiǘhts, ǀuildiǷǘ ǶΘ leǘs aǷd ǶΘ
eǷduȍaǷǁe so I’d ǀe stȍoǷǘeȍ aǷd Ǘasteȍ thaǷ eΑeȍΘoǷe else ΒheǷ the seasoǷ
staȍted. I Βas kǷoΒǷ Ǘoȍ ǶΘ speed; ǶΘ ǀest ǶoΑe Βas stealiǷǘ seǁoǷd ǀase. Past
ǶidǷiǘht, I’d ǀe iǷ DeǷkeȍ Paȍk—the ǶaiǷ paȍk iǷ the 3ࡱs—ΒheǷ eΑeȍΘoǷe iǷ
the Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood Βas asleep, Βith tΒo oȍ thȍee ǗȍieǷds ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ hiǘh sǁhool
teaǶ, hittiǷǘ ǀalls to eaǁh otheȍ.

I hadǷ’t doǷe aǷΘthiǷǘ Ƕajoȍ as Ǘaȍ as ǁȍiǶe ǘoes. I kǷeΒ hoΒ to ঐdip঑—
that’s Βhat Βe ǁalled piǁkpoǁketiǷǘ. 2heǷ I Βas aǀout ǗouȍteeǷ, a ǗȍieǷd oǗ
ǶiǷe oǷ the ǀaseǀall teaǶ tauǘht Ƕe aǀout dippiǷǘ—ǶostlΘ Βe stole ǗȍoǶ
uǷsuspeǁtiǷǘ ladies’ puȍses. 2e’d take the ǀus to DisǷeΘlaǷd oȍ Maǘiǁ
MouǷtaiǷ, plaǁes ǁȍoΒded Βith touȍists, aǷd Ƕake oϦ Βith a ǗeΒ huǷdȍed ǀuǁks
iǷ ǁash oȍ tȍaΑeleȍ’s ǁheǁks. IǷ Ǘaǁt, I tauǘht ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍs Roǀeȍt aǷd DΒaΘǷe
hoΒ to dip aǷd theΘ ǀeǁaǶe suǁǁessǗul at it, too.



I eǷȍolled iǷ a juǷioȍ ǁolleǘe iǷ L.A. aǷd Ƕade the ΑaȍsitΘ teaǶ. I Βas ǘettiǷǘ
A’s aǷd B’s, plaǷǷiǷǘ to studΘ ȍeal estate laΒ, ǀut iǷ ǶΘ ϯȍst seǶesteȍ at ǁolleǘe,
ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ Roǀeȍt put toǘetheȍ a ǀiǘ jeΒelȍΘ sǁoȍe. He took T-MoǷeΘ
BoǷaΑeǷtuȍe aǷd ǶΘ little ǁousiǷ Riǁh, Βho Βas oǷlΘ eleΑeǷ Θeaȍs old. OǷ that
oǷe ǀuȍǘ, theΘ ǁashed out Ǘoȍ $2 .ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡹheǷ theΘ split it up, eaǁh oǗ theǶ
ǀouǘht a Cadillaǁ aǷd had eΗpeǷsiΑe ǁhaiǷs Βith siǘǷatuȍe plates aǷd diaǶoǷds.

I Ǘelt leǗt out, jealous—I Βas ǶissiǷǘ out oǷ Βhat I Ǘelt Βas ǶΘ ȍiǘhtǗul plaǁe
hustliǷǘ ǀeside Roǀeȍt. FȍoǶ the dippiǷǘ eȍa oǷ, Roǀeȍt aǷd Ƕe had alΒaΘs
ǀeeǷ hustliǷǘ toǘetheȍ, uǷtil I ǘot pulled aΒaΘ ǀΘ dȍeaǶs oǗ ǀaseǀall. I ǶeaǷ,
Riǁh Βas oǷlΘ iǷ the siΗth ǘȍade aǷd he ǀouǘht a Cadillaǁ SeΑille Βith a T0 iǷ
the ǀaǁk ǗȍoǶ soǶe attoȍǷeΘ iǷ PasadeǷa. He had to sit oǷ a ǗuǁkiǷǘ phoǷe
ǀook to ȍeaǁh the pedals ΒheǷ he dȍoΑe it! Out oǗ aǷǘeȍ aǷd spite, I sǷatǁhed
Riǁh’s ǁhaiǷ ǗȍoǶ aȍouǷd his Ƿeǁk. Roǀeȍt aǷd Ƕe ǘot iǷto a ǀiǘ aȍǘuǶeǷt
aǀout it.

ঐGiΑe Riǁh ǀaǁk his ǁhaiǷ,঑ Roǀeȍt said.
ঐI should haΑe ǀeeǷ oǷ that ǗuǁkiǷǘ liǁk!঑ I told hiǶ.
ঐ8ou Βeȍe at sǁhool,঑ he said. ঐ8ou Βeȍe doiǷǘ Θouȍ thiǷǘ Βith ǀaseǀall.঑
I Βas ȍeallΘ toȍǷ. I ΒaǷted to see hoΒ Ǘaȍ I ǁould ǘo Βith ǀaseǀall—ΒheǷ I

Βas at MaǷual Aȍts, soǶe sǁouts had Βatǁhed Ƕe plaΘ aǘaiǷst Eȍiǁ DaΑis, Βho
plaΘed Ǘoȍ FȍeǶoǷt Hiǘh aǷd lateȍ ΒeǷt oǷ to haΑe a loǷǘ pȍo ǁaȍeeȍ as a ǁeǷteȍ
ϯeldeȍ. I doǷ’t kǷoΒ iǗ I ǁould haΑe Ƕade it to the Ƕajoȍ leaǘues, ǀut those
sǁouts ǘaΑe Ƕe theiȍ ǁaȍds aǷd said I had a lot oǗ poteǷtial. I Βas ǁoǶǶitted to
ǀaseǀall, ǀut I Ǘelt I Βas ǶissiǷǘ out oǷ soǶe ǀiǘ sǁoȍes Βith Roǀeȍt.

Riǘht aǗteȍ that ǀiǘ jeΒelȍΘ ǀuȍǘlaȍΘ, the ǁoaǁh told a ǗeΒ oǗ us that Βe had to
ǁut ouȍ haiȍ. I used to Βeaȍ ǶΘ haiȍ loǷǘ, peȍǶed, ȍeal piǶpish. ঐHell Ƿo,঑ I said,
ঐI aiǷ’t ǁuttiǷǘ shit.঑ OΑeȍǷiǘht, I put ǶΘ haiȍ iǷ these little ȍolleȍs, Ƕade it iǷto
tiǘht ǁuȍls, aǷd pulled ǶΘ ǁap oΑeȍ it, hopiǷǘ he ΒouldǷ’t Ƿotiǁe. OǗ ǁouȍse,
duȍiǷǘ pȍaǁtiǁe, ȍuǷǷiǷǘ the ǀases, ǶΘ hat kept ϲΘiǷǘ oϦ. The ǁoaǁh Βas
Ǘuȍious. ঐI thouǘht I told Θou to ǁut Θouȍ haiȍ. 8ou deϯed ǶΘ oȍdeȍ!঑

He ǘaΑe Ƕe aǷ ultiǶatuǶ: ǘet ȍid oǗ ǶΘ loǷǘ haiȍ oȍ I Βas oϦ the teaǶ.
ঐFuǁk this!঑ I said, aǷd I Βalked oϦ the paȍk. FȍoǶ that poiǷt oǷ, I Βas doǷe
Βith ǀaseǀall, doǷe Βith ǁolleǘe. I Βas ǁoǶǶitted to hittiǷǘ liǁks.



IǷ the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ ǘaǶe, I Βas Ǘaȍ Ƕoȍe aǘǘȍessiΑe thaǷ ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ. Roǀeȍt Βas
the ǷiǘhttiǶe ǘuΘ; I Βas the daΘtiǶe ǘuΘ. Roǀeȍt Βould oǷlΘ do his thiǷǘ uǷdeȍ
the ǁloak oǗ daȍkǷess, ΒheǷ the stoȍes Βeȍe ǁlosed, Ƿo seǁuȍitΘ oǷ-site—just
usiǷǘ his sliǁk skills to ǘet thȍouǘh loǁks.

I ΒouldǷ’t Βait Ǘoȍ the stoȍes to ǀe ǗuǁkiǷǘ loǁked up. I’d ǁoǶe iǷ ϯȍst thiǷǘ
iǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ Βith eΑeȍΘǀodΘ at Βoȍk, ǁustoǶeȍs shoppiǷǘ, aǷd eitheȍ ϯǷesse
theǶ Βith ǶΘ ΒoȍdplaΘ oȍ take a sledǘehaǶǶeȍ aǷd ǀȍeak the displaΘ ǘlass,
usiǷǘ the eleǶeǷt oǗ suȍpȍise aǷd ǶΘ speed to Ƕake a ǁleaǷ ǘetaΒaΘ.

IǷ just a ǗeΒ ǶoǷths oǗ hittiǷǘ liǁks, I eΑolΑed iǷto a ǶoǷsteȍ.

ICE

Iǁeǀeȍǘ SliǶ, ǶΘ ǗaΑoȍite authoȍ, has this ǘȍeat liǷe: he ǁalls it ǀeiǷǘ ঐstȍeet
poisoǷed.঑ That phȍase peȍǗeǁtlΘ desǁȍiǀes plaΘeȍs like Ƕe aǷd Spike.

BeiǷǘ a ǁȍiǶiǷal is a Βeiȍd Βaȍp. It’s aǷ ill dȍuǘ.
OǷǁe Θou’Αe ǀeeǷ stȍeet poisoǷed, Θou staȍt tuȍǷiǷǘ ȍeal liǗe oǷ its head. 8ou

suȍȍouǷd ΘouȍselǗ Βith otheȍ stȍeet poisoǷed iǷdiΑiduals Βho ȍeiǷǗoȍǁe this
ǷeǘatiΑitΘ. TheΘ tell Θou that Βhat’s up is doΒǷ aǷd Βhat’s doΒǷ is up.

2heǷ Θou’ȍe iǷ the uǷdeȍΒoȍld, ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe liΑiǷǘ that liǗe ࡸ/ࡵࡳ, Βhat’s
ȍeǘaȍded as ǘood is aǁtuallΘ ǀad. Foȍ eΗaǶple, aǷΘoǷe Βho Βoȍks a sȌuaȍe joǀ is a
suǁkeȍ.

We doȍ’t ͏ork—͏e’re players. We’re too ǭuǗkiȍǮ Ǘool to ͏ork.
SaΑaǘeȍΘ is ǁoǶǶeǷded. The Ƕoȍe ΑioleǷt dude is ǁooleȍ thaǷ a ǘuΘ Βho’ll

Βalk aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ ǀeeǗ. The ǘuΘ Βho’s ΒilliǷǘ to ȍisk eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ aǷd tȍΘ the
iǶpossiǀle is Ƕoȍe adǶiȍed thaǷ the ǘuΘ Βho’s ΒeiǘhiǷǘ the pȍos aǷd ǁoǷs,
thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout the ȍisks, aǷd plaΘiǷǘ the odds.

That’s oǷe oǗ the ȍeasoǷs I ΒeǷt ǀΘ the ǷaǶe CȍazΘ TȍaΘ. IǷ the stȍeets, ǀeiǷǘ
ǁȍazΘ is aǷ adΑaǷtaǘe. Cats ǷeΑeȍ ΒaǷt to ǁȍoss a dude theΘ thiǷk is a loose
ǁaǷǷoǷ. 2ith a ǁȍazΘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ, aǷΘthiǷǘ is possiǀle. He Ƕiǘht pull out the
stȍap aǷd ǁap Θou ȍiǘht theȍe iǷ puǀliǁ Ǘoȍ steppiǷǘ oǷ his ǘatoȍs. IǷ the sȌuaȍe
Βoȍld, the last thiǷǘ Θou ΒaǷt is Ǘoȍ Θouȍ ǗȍieǷds to thiǷk Θou’ȍe out oǗ Θouȍ



ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǶiǷd, ǀut iǷ the uǷdeȍΒoȍld—shit! AǁtiǷǘ ǁȍazΘ is ȍespeǁted. OǷǁe
aǘaiǷ, Θou’ȍe ϲippiǷǘ the ǷeǘatiΑe iǷto a positiΑe.

2heǷ Θou’ȍe liΑiǷǘ the plaΘeȍ liǗestΘle, Θou’ȍe Ƿot ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ oǷǁe iǷ a
Βhile. It’s perpetual ǁȍiǶe. This is Θouȍ joǀ, Ƿo doΒǷtiǶe. 8ou’ȍe alΒaΘs oǷ the
ǁloǁk. 8ou’ȍe ǁoǶǶittiǷǘ ϯΑe oȍ siΗ ǗeloǷies dailΘ. It’s Βhat Θou do ǁoǷtiǷuouslΘ.
2e took that phȍase Ǘareer ǗriȌiȍal seȍiouslΘ. CȍiǶe ͏as ouȍ ǁaȍeeȍ.

The ϯȍst ȍule oǗ a plaΘeȍ is this:
A player Ȍust Ǯet paid.
8ou’ȍe Ƿot supposed to Βaste tiǶe oǷ shit Θou’ȍe Ƿot ǶakiǷǘ ǶoǷeΘ ǗȍoǶ.

Foȍ eΑeȍΘ dollaȍ Θou speǷd, Θou should ǀe ǶakiǷǘ tΒo. IǗ Θou’d see plaΘeȍs like
Ƕe oȍ Spike out at a ǁluǀ, it’s ǀeǁause Βe ǁaǶe up, Βe just hit a liǁk. But a
plaΘeȍ’s Ƿot out speǷdiǷǘ ǶoǷeΘ just Ǘoȍ the Ǘuǁk oǗ it. 8ou’ȍe alΒaΘs supposed
to ǀe ǶoΑiǷǘ ǗoȍΒaȍd.

Tȍue plaΘeȍs aǷd hustleȍs aȍe alΒaΘs ’ǀout it. I Βas out oǷe tiǶe Βith oǷe oǗ
ǶΘ otheȍ plaΘeȍ ǗȍieǷds, ǷaǶed Maȍǁus. 2e Βeȍe ǁhilliǷǘ iǷ a ǁluǀ. I’Ƕ oǷ the
ΒaΘ to the ǀathȍooǶ, aǷd out oǗ the ǀlue I see Maȍǁus is iǷ this side oϩǁe
ΒȍestliǷǘ Βith the ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ seǁuȍitΘ. He saΒ a liǁk aǷd he took it, slid iǷto
aǷ uǷloǁked oϩǁe aǷd tȍied to ǘet iǷto the saǗe. Heȍe I’Ƕ thiǷkiǷǘ Βe’ȍe out iǷ a
ǁluǀ ǁhilliǷǘ, haΑiǷǘ a ǘood tiǶe, spittiǷǘ ǘaǶe to ǁhiǁks, ǷoǀodΘ is hustliǷǘ
ȍiǘht ǷoΒ.

He ǀȍoke Ǘȍee aǷd ǁaǶe ȍuǷǷiǷǘ ȍiǘht past Ƕe. I Βas like, ঐ8o, at least tell Ƕe
iǗ Θou’ȍe aǀout to do soǶethiǷǘ—doǷ’t just ǘo iǷ ǶotioǷ, plaΘeȍ!঑ But it shoΒs
Θou hoΒ spoǷtaǷeous the ǘaǶe is. 8ouȍ ǶiǷd is alΒaΘs lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ ΒaΘs to ǘet
paid.

E͎erythiȍǮ is a liǁk to a plaΘeȍ.

SPIKE

I speǷt a lot oǗ tiǶe haǷǘiǷǘ out Βith Iǁe iǷ ǁluǀs ǀeǗoȍe Βe eΑeȍ hit a liǁk
toǘetheȍ. 2heȍeΑeȍ he Βas at, I Βas ǷeaȍǀΘ, ǀeǁause Iǁe Βould al͏ays haΑe soǶe
ǀadass ǀitǁhes aȍouǷd hiǶ. He’d ǀe ǀustiǷǘ those little plaΘeȍ ȍhΘǶes aǷd
ΒoǶeǷ Βould suȍȍouǷd hiǶ ΒheǷ he talked, like theΘ Βeȍe ǶesǶeȍized.



I Βas ǷiǷeteeǷ ΒheǷ I Ƕet Iǁe, aǷd he Βas iǷ his eaȍlΘ tΒeǷties. He Βas like a
ǀiǘ ǀȍotheȍ. Ouȍ peȍsoǷalities Βeȍe so Ƕuǁh alike. I kǷeΒ Iǁe to ǀe a sǶooth-
talkiǷǘ ǁat, a stȍeetΒise plaΘeȍ, ǀut I didǷ’t kǷoΒ hoΒ he opeȍated iǷ the heat oǗ
the aǁtioǷ. He shoΒed Ƕe alǶost iǶǶediatelΘ.

I had a liǁk up Ǘoȍ RoleΗes aǷd I Βas ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ Iǁe aǷd soǶe ǁats ǗȍoǶ aǷotheȍ
Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood, the ࡱࡸs. I Βas iǷ a tȍaǷsitioǷ—at this poiǷt Ƕost oǗ ǶΘ old ǁȍeΒ
Βas iǷ jail. MΘ ǀȍotheȍ Roǀeȍt aǷd ǶΘ ǁousiǷ Riǁh ǀoth ǘot loǁked up aǷd Βeȍe
iǷ jail oǷ ǀuȍǘlaȍΘ ǁhaȍǘes. I Βas dealiǷǘ Βith Nat the Cat aǷd Iǁe aǷd these
dudes iǷ the ࡱࡵs ǀut I also had ǗaǶilΘ ties to the ࡱࡸs—the ࡵࡸ HooΑeȍ Cȍips
Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood.

The HooΑeȍs, theΘ’ȍe like theiȍ oΒǷ iǷdepeǷdeǷt ǘaǷǘ. AǁtuallΘ, todaΘ, otheȍ
thaǷ the ࡶ-Deuǁe HooΑeȍ Cȍips, the ȍest doǷ’t eΑeǷ Ǘall uǷdeȍ the Cȍip AlliaǷǁe;
theΘ ǁall theǶselΑes HooΑeȍ CȍiǶiǷals. TheΘ Βeaȍ oȍaǷǘe iǷstead oǗ ǀlue. But
ǀaǁk iǷ the ’ࡱࡸs aǷd ’ࡱࡹs, the HooΑeȍs Βeȍe still Cȍips. OǷ the ǘaǷǘsteȍ leΑel,
HaȍleǶ 3ࡱs aǷd ࡵࡸ HooΑeȍ Cȍips haΑe Ƕajoȍ pȍoǀleǶs, ǀut ǀeǁause Βe Βeȍe
plaΘeȍs, aǀout ǶakiǷǘ ǶoǷeΘ, Ƿot ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ, I Βas aǀle to ǀȍiǷǘ theǶ
toǘetheȍ. See, L.A. is so seǘȍeǘated, ǁats ǗȍoǶ diϦeȍeǷt Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhoods doǷ’t
ǘeǷeȍallΘ ǁliȌue up like that. I took that as a poiǷt oǗ pȍide: I Βas ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ ȍiΑal
Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhoods toǘetheȍ, puttiǷǘ toǘetheȍ ǁȍeΒs oǗ ǘuΘs Βho ΒouldǷ’t ǷoȍǶallΘ
Ǘuǁk Βith eaǁh otheȍ.

The ǶoȍǷiǷǘ oǗ this liǁk I sǁoop up a ǁouple oǗ these dudes ǗȍoǶ the ࡱࡸs,
iǷǁludiǷǘ a tall, skiǷǷΘ kid ǷaǶed SaǶ. He Βas a ǗeΒ Θeaȍs ΘouǷǘeȍ thaǷ Ƕe.
He’d ǘoǷe oǷ a ǁouple oǗ liǁks Βith Ƕe pȍioȍ to this aǷd he’d held his oΒǷ, ǀut
ǷoΒ I desiǘǷated hiǶ to do the haǶǶeȍ-sΒiǷǘiǷǘ.

ঐ2heǷ Θou heaȍ the siǘǷal ঒It’s a ǘood ǀet,’ Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǀȍeak the ǘlass,঑ I
tell hiǶ.

ঐOkaΘ, I ǘot that,঑ SaǶ saΘs.
AǷΘ oǷe oǗ us ǁould haΑe sΒuǷǘ the haǶǶeȍ, ǀut I ΒaǷted to see Βhat SaǶ

Βas Ƕade oǗ—Βhat his poteǷtial Βas. The thiǷǘ is, eΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s ǘuǷǘ-ho ǖeǭore
Θou hit the liǁk, ǀut ΒheǷ Θou ǘet theȍe iǷ ȍeal tiǶe, Θou’Αe all ǘot to ȍespoǷd
like a Βell-oiled ǶaǁhiǷe. 2heǷ Βe ǘo oǷ a liǁk, I’Ƕ ȍidiǷǘ a ǀullet tȍaiǷ, laseȍ-
Ǘoǁused, I’Ƕ Ƿot lookiǷǘ ǀaǁk to see Βheȍe aǷΘoǷe’s at—I’Ƕ ǁouǷtiǷǘ oǷ
eΑeȍΘǀodΘ to plaΘ theiȍ ȍoles.



The Ǘouȍ oǗ us ǘet iǷto the stoȍe, Βe’ȍe all at the displaΘ ǁase, spȍead out.
ঐIs it a ǀet?঑ I saΘ.
ঐIt’s a ǘood ǀet,঑ Iǁe saΘs.
I’Ƕ alȍeadΘ ǁleaȍiǷǘ the displaΘ ǁase, ȍeǶoΑiǷǘ the sǶall Ƕiȍȍoȍs theΘ haΑe so

ǁustoǶeȍs ǁaǷ see theǶselΑes tȍΘiǷǘ oǷ a ǁhaiǷ oȍ eaȍȍiǷǘs. AǷd I’Ƕ talkiǷǘ to
the eǶploΘees. That Βas ǶΘ thiǷǘ—I ǘot so ǀȍazeǷ Βith these liǁks, the Βhole
tiǶe I’Ƕ talkiǷǘ to the people iǷ the stoȍe.

ঐLook, I Ƿeed Θou to staǷd ǀaǁk ǀeǁause I’Ƕ aǀout to ǀȍeak Θouȍ ǘlass.঑
It used to shoǁk theǶ. Heȍe I aǶ iǷ the pȍoǁess oǗ ȍoǀǀiǷǘ theiȍ stoȍe ǀut I’Ƕ

Ƿot ǁuȍsiǷǘ oȍ sǁȍeaǶiǷǘ—I’Ƕ just talkiǷǘ to theǶ ǁalǶlΘ, iǷ a ǷoȍǶal toǷe oǗ
Αoiǁe, lettiǷǘ theǶ kǷoΒ I’Ƕ aǀout to sǶash this displaΘ ǁase, so theΘ ǀetteȍ
staǷd ǀaǁk. I doǷ’t ΒaǷt aǷΘoǷe to ǘet ǁut oȍ huȍt iǷ aǷΘ ΒaΘ.

Iǁe is helpiǷǘ Ƕe ǁleaȍ the displaΘ ǁase, he’s alȍeadΘ said, ঐIt’s a ǘood ǀet,঑ aǷd
I tuȍǷ aǷd look at SaǶ like, Dude, you heard the siǮȍal, ȍo͏ pull out that ǭuǗkiȍǮ
haȌȌer aȍd ǖreak the Ǯlass.

Iǁe saΘs aǘaiǷ, loudeȍ: ঐIt’s a ǘood ǀet!঑
SaǶ’s ǗȍozeǷ. He’s so ǷeȍΑous, he’s staǷdiǷǘ theȍe like the Statue oǗ LiǀeȍtΘ.
I’ll ǷeΑeȍ Ǘoȍǘet this ǶoǶeǷt: Iǁe ȍeaǁhes aȍouǷd, liǗts up the ǀaǁk oǗ SaǶ’s

shiȍt, pulls the haǶǶeȍ out oǗ the ǀaǁk oǗ his paǷts. Iǁe just takes ǁhaȍǘe oǗ the
ǀash, steps ǗoȍΒaȍd aǷd sΒiǷǘs that haǶǶeȍ like Thoȍ. Cȍushed that shit: BaȌ!
BaȌ! BaȌ! BaȌ! BaȌ!

AǷd theǷ Βe staȍt ǘȍaǀǀiǷǘ all the RoleΗes aǷd shoΑiǷǘ theǶ iǷto ouȍ
pilloΒǁases. 2e take oϦ ȍuǷǷiǷǘ, thȍouǘh the Ƕall, thȍouǘh a side eΗit, ǘet iǷto
the G-ȍide, aǷd Ƕake a ǁleaǷ ǘetaΒaΘ.

It Βas ǶΘ ϯȍst tiǶe ǘettiǷǘ to see Iǁe peȍǗoȍǶ, to see hoΒ deǁisiΑe he Βas. He
had suǁh leadeȍship Ȍualities. Just hoΒ he took the sledǘehaǶǶeȍ ǗȍoǶ SaǶ, I
Βas like, DaȌȍ, this dude is doΒǷ. He’s ͏ith the ǖusiȍess.

ICE

I didǷ’t kǷoΒ this ǁat SaǶ ǗȍoǶ shit. He Βas oǷe oǗ Spike’s dudes. But he
ΒasǷ’t ǶoΑiǷǘ, he Βas staǷdiǷǘ theȍe ǗȍozeǷ, so Θeah, I had to ȍeaǁh uǷdeȍ his



shiȍt, ǘȍaǀ the haǶǶeȍ, aǷd ǘo to Βoȍk.
That’s the thiǷǘ aǀout a ǀash: Θou Ƿeed to ǁoǶǶit. IǗ Βe Βalk iǷto a jeΒelȍΘ

stoȍe, oǷǁe that haǶǶeȍ ǁoǶes out oǗ Θouȍ ΒaistǀaǷd—iǷ the eΘes oǗ the laΒ,
the ǁȍiǶe has ǀeǘuǷ.

2e staȍted to use that kǷoΒledǘe to ouȍ adΑaǷtaǘe. 2e leaȍǷed that iǗ Θou
pulled the haǶǶeȍ out a little ǀit sooǷeȍ, Θou’d aǁtiΑate all Θouȍ ǘuΘs. 8ou’d keep
theǶ ǗȍoǶ ǘettiǷǘ ǁold Ǘeet ȍiǘht iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ a joǀ. Beǁause ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs
͏ill ǘet ǁold Ǘeet. TheΘ staȍt seǁoǷd-ǘuessiǷǘ shit. OǷǁe the haǶǶeȍ is iǷ plaiǷ
siǘht, eΑeȍΘǀodΘ has to ǘo iǷ ǶotioǷ. 8ou’ȍe lettiǷǘ dudes kǷoΒ, ঐ2e hittiǷ’ this
liǁk—Ƿo tuȍǷiǷǘ ǀaǁk ǷoΒ.঑

SPIKE

Iǁe is ΑeȍΘ ǶilitaȍΘ-ǶiǷded. 2heǷeΑeȍ Βe hit a liǁk toǘetheȍ, he Βas a ǁat Θou
ǁould ǁouǷt oǷ to staΘ ǁool uǷdeȍ pȍessuȍe. AǷd a lot oǗ tiǶes iǷ a ǀash, shit
ǘoes ΒȍoǷǘ—theȍe’s so ǶaǷΘ Ǘaǁtoȍs Θou ǁaǷ’t ǁoǷtȍol. The aǀilitΘ to iǶpȍoΑise
is keΘ.

Theȍe Βas aǷotheȍ jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe iǷ a Ƕall I deǁided I ΒaǷted to take doΒǷ. I’d
ǁased it out: Ƿo seǁuȍitΘ, lots oǗ ǁhaiǷs aǷd ȍiǷǘs iǷ the displaΘ ǁase. This tiǶe I
ǀȍouǘht aǷotheȍ ǗȍieǷd ǗȍoǶ the ࡱࡸs ǷaǶed JeϦ aǷd his ϯǗteeǷ-Θeaȍ-old ǁousiǷ
DaȍȍΘl. 2e Ƿeeded a ǁaȍ Ǘoȍ the liǁk, aǷd I didǷ’t haΑe tiǶe to steal a G-ȍide.

Beǁause SaǶ Ǘȍoze up oǷ that liǁk, I didǷ’t ΒaǷt to take hiǶ. But SaǶ kǷeΒ a
dude ǷaǶed TȍeΑoȍ Βho liΑed aǀout ǷiǷetΘ ǶiǷutes outside oǗ L.A. iǷ a toΒǷ
ǁalled HaǁieǷda Heiǘhts, aǷd he said he Βas a ǀadass ǘetaΒaΘ dȍiΑeȍ. I Ƕet
TȍeΑoȍ iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ SaǶ’s oǷ SeΑeǷtΘ-FiǗth Stȍeet aǷd he Βas ȍidiǷǘ a ǷeΒ Suzuki
that I thouǘht Βas dope. He told Ƕe he ΒaǷted to sell Ƕe the ǀike. The daΘ ࡱࡱࡷ
oǗ the liǁk, I ǁalled TȍeΑoȍ aǷd he ǁoǶes oΑeȍ to the ࡱࡸs iǷ this DatsuǷ ࡱࡹࡳZ7.
Riǘht aΒaΘ I ǁaǷ see that he’s a sȌuaȍe ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ Βho has Ƿo ǀusiǷess ǀeiǷǘ
aȍouǷd us. I ǁaǷ tell he’s ǷeΑeȍ ǀeeǷ iǷΑolΑed iǷ ǁȍiǶe ǀeǗoȍe. But he keeps
selliǷǘ hiǶselǗ: ঐNoǀodΘ’s ǘoiǷǘ to ǁatǁh Θou ǘuΘs iǗ I dȍiΑe,঑ he saΘs. He’s so
iǷsisteǷt, aǷd he saΘs he ȍeallΘ Ƿeeds the ǶoǷeΘ, so I said, ঐFuǁk it, okaΘ, Θou
dȍiΑe.঑



2e dȍiΑe oΑeȍ to Nat the Cat’s plaǁe to sǁoop up Iǁe. The ࡱࡹࡳZ7 is a tΒo-
dooȍ hatǁhǀaǁk so Βe’ȍe all piled iǷ the ǀaǁk, dȍiΑiǷǘ to this Ƕall aǀout tΒeǷtΘ
ǶiǷutes ǗȍoǶ South CeǷtȍal. 2e ǘet theȍe eaȍlΘ, the Ƕall’s still ǁlosed, aǷd I tell
TȍeΑoȍ to pull ȍiǘht up to the dooȍs aǷd leaΑe the ǁaȍ theȍe. ঐ2hateΑeȍ Θou do,
keep the eǷǘiǷe ȍuǷǷiǷǘ aǷd the hatǁh opeǷ. DoǷ’t ǶoΑe this ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ Ǘoȍ
aǷΘ ȍeasoǷ. 2e’ll ǀe ȍiǘht ǀaǁk.঑

2e leaΑe TȍeΑoȍ iǷ the ǁaȍ aǷd the Ǘouȍ oǗ us eǷteȍ the depaȍtǶeǷt stoȍe at ࡺ
a.Ƕ. shaȍp. The plaǁe just opeǷed so Ƿo oǷe’s theȍe ǀut eǶploΘees. 2e ǁȍeep ȍeal
loΒ ǀetΒeeǷ the ȍaǁks oǗ ǁlothes to the jeΒelȍΘ depaȍtǶeǷt aǷd Βait Ǘoȍ the sales
ǘuΘ to take the last plaȌue oǗ ȍiǷǘs aǷd ǁhaiǷs out oǗ that saǗe. TheǷ I look at Iǁe,
JeϦ, aǷd DaȍȍΘl.

ঐ8’all ȍeadΘ? Let’s ȍoll.঑
2e Βalk iǷ oǷe stȍaiǘht liǷe aǷd the sledǘehaǶǶeȍs ǁoǶe out Ǘast. Iǁe

sǶashes the ǘlass, aǷd this ΘouǷǘsteȍ DaȍȍΘl did, too. The pȍoǀleǶ Βas, ΒheǷ
the kid sΒuǷǘ, he hit the side oǗ the ǁase, aǷd the Βhole ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ ǁaΑed iǷ.
2e’ȍe all ǀusΘ ǘȍaǀǀiǷǘ ǁhaiǷs aǷd ȍiǷǘs, aǷd Βe didǷ’t ȍealize JeϦ’s ΘouǷǘ
ǁousiǷ kiǷd oǗ stepped iǷside the ǁase aǷd ǁut his leǘ oǷ jaǘǘed ǘlass. 2ith all the
adȍeǷaliǷe, the kid didǷ’t ȍealize it, eitheȍ.

IǷ tΒeǷtΘ seǁoǷds, Βe’Αe ǁleaǷed out the ǁase, ǘot all this jeΒelȍΘ iǷ ouȍ
pilloΒǁases, aǷd spȍiǷted ǀaǁk to the eǷtȍaǷǁe. TȍeΑoȍ’s ΒaitiǷǘ aǷd Βe juǶp
iǷto the hatǁhǀaǁk. I shout, ঐGo!঑ aǷd he iǶǶediatelΘ hits the ǘas aǷd peels out
oǗ the paȍkiǷǘ lot. 2heǷ he Ƕeȍǘes oǷto the ǗȍeeΒaΘ, he’s dȍiΑiǷǘ ΒaΘ too Ǘast.

ঐSloΒ the Ǘuǁk doΒǷ!঑ I tell hiǶ. It’s eaȍlΘ iǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ aǷd the ࡶࡱࡵ isǷ’t
ǁȍoΒded, aǷd theȍe’s Ƿo Ƿeed to speed. He looks iǷ the ȍeaȍΑieΒ aǷd saΘs, ঐShit, I
thiǷk the poliǁe aȍe ǀehiǷd us!঑

He steps oǷ it, ΒeaΑiǷǘ iǷ aǷd out oǗ tȍaϩǁ doiǷǘ ǷiǷetΘ Ƕiles aǷ houȍ. 2e
all duǁk ouȍ heads iǷ the ǀaǁk, ΒaitiǷǘ Ǘoȍ the souǷd oǗ siȍeǷs. MeaǷΒhile, I heaȍ
Iǁe saΘ, ঐ2hat’s all this ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǀlood?঑ aǷd Βe ȍealize hoΒ ǀadlΘ the ΘouǷǘsteȍ
ǁut his leǘ steppiǷǘ iǷto that ǘlass ǁase.

Blood is leakiǷǘ eΑeȍΘΒheȍe. The jaǘǘed ǘlass sliǁed ȍiǘht thȍouǘh his paǷts,
aǷd he ǁut hiǶselǗ so deep, he alǶost seΑeȍed his Βhole ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁalǗ Ƕusǁle. He’s
ǀleediǷǘ pȍoǗuselΘ iǷ the ǀaǁk oǗ this hatǁhǀaǁk aǷd he’s staȍtiǷǘ to paǷiǁ.



ঐ8ou’ȍe ǘoǷǷa haΑe to put a touȍǷiȌuet oǷ that shit,঑ Iǁe saΘs to JeϦ, ǁalǶ as
Ǘuǁk. I ǶeaǷ, the kid Βas losiǷǘ a lot oǗ ǀlood Ǘast. MeaǷΒhile, TȍeΑoȍ’s still
ΒeaΑiǷǘ iǷ aǷd out oǗ tȍaϩǁ, ǘoiǷǘ ǷiǷetΘ. FiǷallΘ, iǷ all this ǶaΘheǶ, Βe pop
ouȍ heads up aǷd ȍealize theȍe’s Ƿo ǁops ǁhasiǷǘ us.

ঐMaǷ, Βhat the Ǘuǁk aȍe Θou doiǷǘ? SloΒ do͏ȍ!঑ I look at JeϦ aǷd Iǁe. ঐIs
this stupid ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet us ǁauǘht?঑

Iǁe aǷd Ƕe aȍe the Αets heȍe, aǷd Βe ǀoth ȍealize TȍeΑoȍ is tȍΘiǷǘ ΒaΘ too haȍd
to ǀe doΒǷ. He’s speediǷǘ just to shoΒ Βhat a ǘȍeat ǘetaΒaΘ dȍiΑeȍ he is, so Βe’ll
ǘiΑe hiǶ a ǁut oǗ the spoils aǷd ǶaΘǀe use hiǶ oǷ Ǘutuȍe liǁks.

I tell hiǶ to pull oϦ at the ǷeΗt eΗit, aǷd iǷstead oǗ ǘoiǷǘ ǀaǁk to the ࡱࡵs, Βe
ΒeǷt to ǶΘ uǷǁle’s house, Βhiǁh Βas iǷ a ȍeallΘ Ȍuiet-ass suǀuȍǀaǷ aȍea. 2e paȍk
the ǁaȍ iǷ the ǀaǁk oǗ ǶΘ uǷǁle’s. JeϦ staΘed iǷ the Θaȍd, ǶakiǷǘ a touȍǷiȌuet to
stop the ǀleediǷǘ oǷ his ǁousiǷ’s leǘ.

2e ǘo iǷto oǷe oǗ the ǀedȍooǶs aǷd duǶp all ouȍ pilloΒǁases out. All told, it
Βas aǀout a $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡱࡳ liǁk. EΑeǷ thouǘh TȍeΑoȍ ǷeaȍlΘ ǘot us ǁauǘht Βith his
stupid-ass dȍiΑiǷǘ, I still ǘaΑe hiǶ his ǁut. I haǷded hiǶ a ǗeΒ Guǁǁi ǁhaiǷs
Βoȍth aǀout $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡶࡳ.

A ǗeΒ houȍs lateȍ Βe ΒeǷt ǀaǁk to the ࡱࡵs. JeϦ had to take his ǁousiǷ DaȍȍΘl
to the E.R. to ǘet that leǘ stitǁhed up. TȍeΑoȍ should’Αe dȍiΑeǷ his ass hoǶe to
HaǁieǷda Heiǘhts, ǀut he staΘed to haǷǘ out oǷ the ǁoȍǷeȍ. Biǘ Ƕistake.

He didǷ’t ȍealize he Βas Βith a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ΒolΑes. Riǘht theȍe oǷ FoȍtΘ-SeǁoǷd
aǷd St. AǷdȍeΒs, ǀΘ Nat the Cat’s house, he eǷded up ǘettiǷǘ jaǁked. This ǁat
ǷaǶed Pop-Nose ǀodΘ-slaǶǶed TȍeΑoȍ aǘaiǷst a ǁaȍ aǷd sǷatǁhed all the ǘold
ǁhaiǷs, ȍipped his paǷts, aǷd stole his Βallet.

Besides TȍeΑoȍ’s ǁȍazΘ dȍiΑiǷǘ aǷd JeϦ’s ǁousiǷ seΑeȍiǷǘ his ǁalǗ Ƕusǁle, the
thiǷǘ I’ll ǷeΑeȍ Ǘoȍǘet aǀout that liǁk is hoΒ Ƕuǁh loot Iǁe ǶaǷaǘed to ǘȍaǀ iǷ
just a ǗeΒ seǁoǷds at the displaΘ ǁase. 2heǷ Βe ǘot to ǶΘ uǷǁle’s house aǷd Βeȍe
all duǶpiǷǘ out ouȍ pilloΒǁases, I said, ঐGoddaȌȍ!঑ I ǶeaǷ, Iǁe has soǶe Ǘast
haǷds! His pilloΒǁase had at least thȍee tiǶes the aǶouǷt oǗ ǘold ǁhaiǷs as the
ȍest oǗ us.

ICE



The thiǷǘ oǗ it is, I hated to steal. I ǶeaǷ, I ǗuǁkiǷǘ hated the ǗeeliǷǘ I had Βhile
I Βas doiǷǘ it. I hated stealiǷǘ so Ƕuǁh that I did it Βith a ΑeǷǘeaǷǁe.

MΘ ǶeǷtalitΘ oǷ a ǀash Βas: Look, I doǷ’t eΑeȍ ΒaǷt to do this aǘaiǷ, ǀut
ǷoΒ that I’Ƕ heȍe, I ΒaǷt to take it all. 2e’ȍe alȍeadΘ iǷ heȍe sΒiǷǘiǷǘ a
sledǘehaǶǶeȍ, sǶashiǷǘ a displaΘ ǁase—iǗ Βe’ȍe ǁauǘht, Βe’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to pȍisoǷ
aǷΘΒaΘ. I ΒasǷ’t theȍe to ǀullshit. I ΒasǷ’t haΑiǷǘ ǗuǷ. I didǷ’t ΒaǷt to leaΑe
Βith a haǷdǗul oǗ jeΒelȍΘ, I ΒaǷted to take doΒǷ this Βhole ǗuǁkiǷǘ stoȍe.

I ǀeǁaǶe kǷoΒǷ Ǘoȍ that attitude. I Βas the ǘuΘ Βho kept eΑeȍΘǀodΘ Ǘoǁused
duȍiǷǘ the liǁk.

ঐStaΘ doΒǷ!঑ Βas oǷe oǗ ǶΘ ǗaǶous liǷes.
MΘ hoǶie SeaǷ E. Maǁ has this stoȍΘ Βheȍe Βe ΒeǷt iǷto a spot oǷ a ǀuȍǘ,

alaȍǶs ΒeǷt oϦ, aǷd eΑeȍΘǀodΘ tuȍǷed oǷe step out the dooȍ, ȍeadΘ to jet, aǷd I
Θelled, ঐStaΘ doΒǷ!঑ Like, ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs, doǷ’t paǷiǁ ǷoΒ—let’s ϯǷish the joǀ
Βe ǁaǶe heȍe to do. AǷd it sǷapped eΑeȍΘǀodΘ ǀaǁk iǷto Ǘoǁus, aǷd Βe eǶptied
that plaǁe out aǷd ǘot aΒaΘ ǁleaǷ.

But iǗ Θou ΒeȍeǷ’t plaǷǷiǷǘ to take doΒǷ the eǷtiȍe jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe, theȍe’s Ƿo
poiǷt ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ a sledǘehaǶǶeȍ. Lots oǗ tiǶes, soǶeoǷe ΒaǷted oǷe speǁial pieǁe
aǷd Βe ΒouldǷ’t do a ǀash, Βe’d ǘo Ǘoȍ a sǷatǁh-aǷd-ȍuǷ. A sǷatǁh-aǷd-ȍuǷ is
ǀasiǁallΘ aǷ aǁtiǷǘ joǀ Βith soǶe athletiǁisǶ at the eǷd.

The oǀjeǁt is to put the stoȍe eǶploΘees to sleep, plaΘ theǶ iǷto puttiǷǘ the
pieǁe Θou ΒaǷt iǷto Θouȍ haǷds.

2e put a lot oǗ thouǘht iǷto hoΒ Βe looked aǷd spoke. 2e used to Βeaȍ Fila,
Seȍǘio TaǁǁhiǷi, hiǘh-eǷd sΒeatsuits, aǷd K-SΒiss sǷeakeȍs. 2e’d ǀe Βell-
ǘȍooǶed. 2e didǷ’t look aǷΘthiǷǘ like these kids todaΘ, Βith theiȍ paǷts saǘǘiǷǘ
oϦ theiȍ asses, uǷdeȍΒeaȍ shoΒiǷǘ, all that shit. 2e looked aǷd talked like
sȌuaȍes. Foȍ soǶe liǁks Βe used to ǁaȍȍΘ teǷǷis ȍaǁkets so Βe’d seeǶ like aϬueǷt
Blaǁk kids ǗȍoǶ pȍiΑate sǁhools. 8ou kǷoΒ, Θou’Αe ǘot to plaΘ the paȍt oǗ
soǶeoǷe Βho ǁaǷ aϦoȍd to ǀuΘ a Βatǁh Βoȍth thiȍtΘ oȍ ǗoȍtΘ ǘȍaǷd.

AǷd Βe leaȍǷed that iǗ Θou had a ǘiȍl Βith Θou aǷd she Βas soǶeΒhat ǁlassΘ
aǷd sophistiǁated, it helped Βith the plaΘ. But she ǀetteȍ kǷoΒ hoΒ to ȍuǷ!

I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ this sǷatǁh-aǷd-ȍuǷ liǁk Spike aǷd I did toǘetheȍ. Spike ΒaǷted
this oǷe paȍtiǁulaȍ Βatǁh he’d seeǷ at a Ƕall jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe, aǷd he shoΒed up at



Nat the Cat’s plaǁe oǷ a ǶotoȍǁΘǁle.

SPIKE

I Βas staȍtiǷǘ to use ǀikes a lot Ǘoȍ liǁks. I eΑeǷtuallΘ ǘot a KaΒasaki NiǷja, ǀut
the ϯȍst ǀike I had Βas a Suzuki ࡱࡱࡷ—it Βas Ǘast as Ǘuǁk. I ǁaǶe thȍouǘh FoȍtΘ-
SeǁoǷd aǷd St. AǷdȍeΒs, saΒ Iǁe, aǷd said, ঐ8o, I ǘot a liǁk up—Θou ΒaǷǷa
ȍoll?঑

ঐI’Ƕ Βith it,঑ Iǁe saΘs.
ঐHop oǷ.঑
That Βas Iǁe; Ƿo ȌuestioǷs asked, he juǶps oǷ the ǀaǁk oǗ the Suzuki. I told

hiǶ I’d ǀeeǷ ǁasiǷǘ this upsǁale jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe iǷ a Ƕall iǷ SaǷta MoǷiǁa aǷd seeǷ
aǷ OǶeǘa paΑe Βatǁh—the Βhole Ǘaǁe aǷd ǀaǷd Βeȍe eǷǁȍusted Βith diaǶoǷds.
It Βas a ΑeȍΘ eΗpeǷsiΑe pieǁe. The ǶiǷute I saΒ it iǷ the ǁase, I thouǘht, I’Ȍ
ǗoȌiȍǮ ǖaǗk ǭor it oȍ Ȍy ǖike—that ͏atǗh is ǶiǷe.

ICE

We loΑed hittiǷǘ liǁks iǷ Ƕalls. I’d saΘ that Spike aǷd I hit Ƕoȍe liǁks iǷ Ƕalls
thaǷ aǷΘΒheȍe else. It’s diϦeȍeǷt ǷoΒ Βith ǁaǶeȍas eΑeȍΘΒheȍe, ǀut Ƕalls Βeȍe
pȍeǗeȍaǀle to jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes oǷ the stȍeet. EspeǁiallΘ iǗ Θou Βeȍe doiǷǘ a sǷatǁh-
aǷd-ȍuǷ. IǷ eΑeȍΘ Ƕall, Θou ǁaǷ pȍoǀaǀlΘ Βalk tΒeǷtΘ oȍ thiȍtΘ Ǘeet aǷd Θou’ll ǀe
at aǷ eΗit. The eΗit seǷds Θou ǀaǁk iǷto the hallΒaΘs, aǷd iǗ Θou look at a
ǀluepȍiǷt oǗ a Ƕall, theȍe’s like these ǁataǁoǶǀs—I ǶeaǷ, it’s tailoȍ-Ƕade Ǘoȍ a
ǘetaΒaΘ. All these hallΒaΘs eΑeǷtuallΘ duǶp outside soǶeΒheȍe. IǗ Θou ǁause
haΑoǁ iǷ a Ƕall aǷd theǷ disappeaȍ thȍouǘh oǷe eΗit, it’s haȍd Ǘoȍ seǁuȍitΘ to ϯǷd
Θou.

IǷ the stȍeet, Θou’ȍe ΒaΘ Ƕoȍe eΗposed to eΘeΒitǷesses, ǘood SaǶaȍitaǷs, eΑeǷ
ǁops Βho Ƕiǘht just ȍaǷdoǶlΘ ǀe dȍiΑiǷǘ ǀΘ. But it’s so easΘ to ǘet lost iǷ the
ǁataǁoǶǀs oǗ a Ƕall. AǷd theȍe’s a ǶillioǷ ΒaΘs to disappeaȍ.



2e shoΒ up at this Ƕall to ǘet the Βatǁh Spike ΒaǷts. 2e leaΑe the
ǶotoȍǁΘǁle a ǗeΒ leΑels doΒǷ, ȍiǘht ǷeΗt to aǷ eΗit dooȍ.

Spike’s ǶiǷd Βoȍks Ǘast, aǷd he’s a pȍettΘ ǘood aǁtoȍ—as plaΘeȍs, Βe all
leaȍǷed hoΒ to ϲip iǷto Αaȍious ǁhaȍaǁteȍs easilΘ.

2e Βalk iǷto the jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe, pȍeteǷdiǷǘ to ǀe sȌuaȍes.
AǷd theǷ Spike just put it doΒǷ.

SPIKE

Ma’aǶ, iǗ Θou doǷ’t ǶiǷd, ǀeǗoȍe I Ƕake a ϯǷal deǁisioǷ, I’d like to ǘet ǶΘ
sisteȍ’s opiǷioǷ. She’s supposed to Ƕeet Ƕe heȍe at tΒo thiȍtΘ.঑

I keep eΗaǶiǷiǷǘ these tΒo ǶodeȍatelΘ pȍiǁed ΒoǶeǷ’s Βatǁhes, sǶiliǷǘ at
the salesladΘ, ǘlaǷǁiǷǘ at Iǁe, like I’Ƕ tȍΘiǷǘ to Ƕake up ǶΘ ǶiǷd Βhiǁh oǷe is
ǀest Ǘoȍ ǶΘ auǷt’s ǀiȍthdaΘ.

OǷ a liǁk like this, Θou’Αe ǘot to Ƕake suȍe Θou’Αe haǷdled a ǗeΒ Βatǁhes,
ȍiǷǘs, oȍ ǁhaiǷs aǷd haǷded theǶ ǀaǁk saǗelΘ: theǷ Θou’ȍe Ƿo loǷǘeȍ seeǷ as a
thȍeat.

2e alΒaΘs ǘaΑe eaǁh otheȍ sȌuaȍe-souǷdiǷǘ ǷaǶes, too. That daΘ, I kept
ǁalliǷǘ Iǁe BoǀǀΘ oȍ RoǀǀΘ oȍ soǶe shit. StaǷdiǷǘ at that ǁase, souǷdiǷǘ
iǷǷoǁeǷt, as iǗ it’s the ϯȍst tiǶe I’Αe eΑeȍ seeǷ this thiǷǘ, I poiǷt to that OǶeǘa
paΑe aǷd saΘ, ঐ2oΒ, BoǀǀΘ, that is oǷe ȍeallΘ iǷteȍestiǷǘ Βatǁh—ǶaΘǀe ǶΘ
Ǘatheȍ Βould like that Ǘoȍ his ǀiȍthdaΘ?঑

Iǁe Ƿods. ঐIt’s a Ƿiǁe-lookiǷǘ Βatǁh.঑
ঐMa’aǶ, do Θou thiǷk I ǁould see that oǷe theȍe, please?঑
The OǶeǘa paΑe Βas a $3ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱ pieǁe—ǀΘ Ǘaȍ the ϯǷest Βatǁh theΘ had iǷ the

ǁase.
The ladΘ opeǷs the displaΘ ǁase aǷd, sǶiliǷǘ, she puts that ǀeautiǗul Βatǁh iǷ

the palǶ oǗ ǶΘ haǷd.
8ou ǁould heaȍ the soles oǗ ouȍ sǷeakeȍs sȌueakiǷǘ as Βe piΑoted. Me aǷd Iǁe

took oϦ like Βe’d heaȍd a ǗuǁkiǷǘ staȍteȍ’s pistol at a tȍaǁk Ƕeet.



ICE

As sooǷ as the Βatǁh is iǷ Spike’s haǷd, Βe’ȍe ǘhosts. Both oǗ us ǀeiǷǘ athletes,
aǷΘ seǁuȍitΘ ǘuaȍd Βould haΑe to ǀe iǷ top phΘsiǁal ǁoǷditioǷ to ǁatǁh us. IǷ a
Ƕatteȍ oǗ seǁoǷds, Βe’ȍe aȍouǷd the ǁoȍǷeȍ, out aǷ eΗit, iǷto the ǘuts oǗ that
Ƕall, ϲΘiǷǘ doΒǷ tΒo ϲiǘhts oǗ staiȍs. Spike kiǁk-staȍts the Suzuki, I’Ƕ oǷ the
ǀaǁk, aǷd Βe’ȍe ǘoǷe iǷ a ǀluȍ.

OǷǁe Θou’ȍe out oǗ the liǷe oǗ siǘht—aǘaiǷ, ǀeǗoȍe theȍe Βeȍe ǁaǶeȍas eΑeȍΘ-
ǗuǁkiǷǘ-Βheȍe—it’s ΑeȍΘ haȍd Ǘoȍ aǷΘ eΘeΒitǷesses to ǘiΑe a desǁȍiptioǷ.

Spike Βhipped out oǗ the Ƕall paȍkiǷǘ lot, ΒeǷt the ΒȍoǷǘ ΒaΘ doΒǷ a oǷe-
ΒaΘ, ǘot oǷ the ǗȍeeΒaΘ, theǷ dȍoΑe ȍeal ǁalǶlΘ ǀaǁk to the hood.

ঐMaǷ,঑ I said, ঐthat Βas sǶooth as a ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ!঑
AǗteȍ that sǷatǁh-aǷd-ȍuǷ, Βe deǁided to do a lot Ƕoȍe liǁks Βith ǶotoȍǁΘǁles

as opposed to G-ȍides. OǷ a ǀike Θou ǁaǷ ǘo aǘaiǷst oǷe-ΒaΘ tȍaϩǁ, Θou ǁaǷ
juǶp up oǷ sideΒalks, pull all kiǷds oǗ ǁȍazΘ shit to ǁouǷteȍaǁt aǷΘ puȍsuit.

Theȍe Βeȍe oǷlΘ aǀout ϯΑe oȍ siΗ ǁȍeΒs at ouȍ leΑel, ǀut Βe Βeȍe all hittiǷǘ liǁks
siǶultaǷeouslΘ. SoǶetiǶes Θou’d shoΒ up at a liǁk to ϯǷd aǷotheȍ ǁȍeΒ had
ǘotteǷ theȍe ǀeǗoȍe Θou oȍ Αiǁe Αeȍsa.

I oǷǁe hit this ǀiǘ eleǁtȍoǷiǁs stoȍe, aǷd I had a ǁȍeΒ oǗ aǀout eiǘht people. It
Βas a ΑeȍΘ ǗoǘǘΘ, ȍaiǷΘ Ƿiǘht, Ƿot tΘpiǁal L.A. Βeatheȍ, aǷd it’s a ǀiǘ Ƿiǘht Ǘoȍ
s—that’s the CaliǗoȍǷia state ǁȍiǶiǷal ǁode Ǘoȍ ǀuȍǘlaȍies. The ȍaiǷ aǷdࡺࡶࡵ
liǘhtǷiǷǘ tȍiǘǘeȍ alaȍǶs all oΑeȍ the ǁitΘ, so the ǁops doǷ’t eΑeǷ ȍespoǷd aǷd the
ǁȍeΒs aȍe all out at the saǶe tiǶe hittiǷǘ liǁks.

I’d stoleǷ a Βhite ΑaǷ espeǁiallΘ Ǘoȍ this joǀ. I ǀaǁked it ȍiǘht iǷto the stoȍe.
The stoȍe had aǷ eΗteȍioȍ old-sǁhool ǀell alaȍǶ, Βhiǁh Βe easilΘ disaǀled. 2e ǁut
the loǁk oǷ the ǀaǁk dooȍ aǷd Βeȍe ǁleaǷiǷǘ the plaǁe out, ϯlliǷǘ the ΑaǷ, aǷd
these headliǘhts suddeǷlΘ appeaȍ iǷ the Ǘoǘ, pulliǷǘ iǷto the paȍkiǷǘ lot—Βe
thouǘht it Βas the poliǁe. 2e’ȍe all oǷ edǘe, ǗȍozeǷ Ǘoȍ a ǶiǷute, uǷtil soǶe
ΘouǷǘ dudes juǶped out.

AǷotheȍ ǁȍeΒ oǗ plaΘeȍs. OǷe oǗ theǶ saΘs, ঐIt’s ouȍ liǁk!঑



2e’d alȍeadΘ ϯlled ouȍ ΑaǷ Βith ǀoΗes oǗ T0s aǷd steȍeos—Βe liteȍallΘ
ǁouldǷ’t take aǷΘǶoȍe. ঐLook, the stoȍe’s Βide opeǷ,঑ I said. ঐ2e ǘot Βhat Βe
ΒaǷted. 2e’ȍe out.঑ TheǷ I liteȍallΘ took the dude iǷside oǷ a touȍ—like it Βas
ǶΘ plaǁe: ঐ8o, heȍe’s the KeǷΒood steȍeos, heȍe’s the AlpiǷes, heȍe’s the SoǷΘ
T0s.঑ Theȍe Βas too Ƕuǁh iǷ this plaǁe Ǘoȍ aǷΘ oǷe ǁȍeΒ to eǶptΘ it, so his ǁȍeΒ
Βas like a seǁoǷd shiǗt puǷǁhiǷǘ iǷ.

I Ƕet this dude teǷ Θeaȍs lateȍ, aǗteȍ I Βas iǷ the ȍap ǘaǶe.
ঐIǁe, Θou doǷ’t kǷoΒ Ƕe?঑ he saΘs.
I’Ƕ like, ঐNah, I doǷ’t.঑
ঐI ȍolled up oǷ Θou at that liǁk,঑ he saΘs. ঐThat eleǁtȍoǷiǁs stoȍe. I Βas Βith

ǶΘ ǁliȌue. Me aǷd ǶΘ ǁȍeΒ shoΒed up aǷd Θou Ƿiǘǘas hooked us up. I ǁaǶe up
oϦ oǗ that liǁk, ǀaǀΘ!঑

That’s hoΒ the ǘaǶe is. Cats aȍe out theȍe ǁȍossiǷǘ paths, lookiǷǘ at hittiǷǘ
the saǶe liǁks, aǷd Βe’ȍe Ƿot eǷeǶies. No hate iǷΑolΑed. 2e’ȍe all plaΘeȍs iǷ the
ǘaǶe. EΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s just tȍΘiǷǘ to ǁoǶe up.

At a ǁeȍtaiǷ poiǷt, L.A. ǘot ǀuȍǷed out. That’s ΒheǷ Βe staȍted tȍaΑeliǷǘ out
oǗ state. AȍizoǷa, NeΑada, Utah, TeΗas, OklahoǶa. 2e’d alΒaΘs ǀe lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ
plaǁes that Βeȍe ঐsleep.঑ Plaǁes that ΒeȍeǷ’t up oǷ the latest seǁuȍitΘ. MaΘǀe theΘ
didǷ’t haΑe PleΗiǘlas displaΘ ǁases Θet, ǶaΘǀe theΘ didǷ’t haΑe iǷ-stoȍe seǁuȍitΘ.
8ou’d ǘo out oǗ state aǷd ϯǷd that theȍe Βeȍe eΑeǷ stoȍes that kept the
ǶeȍǁhaǷdise iǷ the ǁases all Ƿiǘht, just ǁoΑeȍed ǀΘ a sheet, Βhiǁh Βas soǶethiǷǘ
Θou’d ǷeΑeȍ see iǷ L.A. aǷΘǶoȍe.

Out oǗ state, Θou’d ϯǷd a lot oǗ soǗt taȍǘets ΒaitiǷǘ to ǀe hit.

OǷ aǷΘ liǁk he put toǘetheȍ, Spike Βas iǷ ǁhaȍǘe—at least, as Ǘaȍ as he Βas
ǁoǷǁeȍǷed. But ǀeǁause I’Ƕ a ǀit oldeȍ thaǷ hiǶ, I Ƕiǘht haΑe ǀeeǷ the oǷlΘ
peȍsoǷ Βho ǁould saΘ Ƿo to Spike aǷd he’d ǗuǁkiǷǘ listeǷ. He ΒouldǷ’t tȍΘ to
oΑeȍȍide Ƕe. IǗ Βe ǘot soǶeplaǁe aǷd I said, ঐ8o, it’s Ƿot a ǘood ǀet,঑ he’d staǷd
doΒǷ.

The thiǷǘ oǗ it is, Spike had hit so ǶaǷΘ liǁks—aǷd Βas kǷoΒǷ as ǀeiǷǘ so
suǁǁessǗul—his ǁoǷϯdeǷǁe Βas thȍouǘh the ȍooǗ. SkΘ-hiǘh. IǗ otheȍ dudes ǁaǶe
ǀaǁk ǗȍoǶ ǁasiǷǘ a spot aǷd said, ঐNah, Βe ǁaǷ’t hit it—eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ is ǀehiǷd



PleΗiǘlas,঑ oȍ ঐTheΘ ǘot a ǀuǷǁh oǗ aȍǶed seǁuȍitΘ iǷ that plaǁe,঑ Spike Βas that
dude Βho’d saΘ, ঐFuǁk that—I’Ƕ ǘoǷǷa ϯǘuȍe out a ΒaΘ to hit that liǁk
aǷΘΒaΘ.঑

It Βas like he had a poiǷt to pȍoΑe to eΑeȍΘoǷe. Call it deteȍǶiǷatioǷ,
peȍsisteǷǁe, tuǷǷel ΑisioǷ, ΒhateΑeȍ—Ƕoȍe oǗteǷ thaǷ Ƿot, Spike Βould ǘo out
aǷd hit the liǁk aǷd theǷ shoΒ up iǷ the hood Βith the jeΒels otheȍ ǁats said
Βeȍe uǷtouǁhaǀle.

See, iǷ the ǘaǶe, theȍe’s alΒaΘs this ǁhalleǷǘe—spokeǷ oȍ uǷspokeǷ—aǀout
Βho has the Ƕost heaȍt.

That’s ΒhΘ I oǗteǷ saΘ that ǁȍiǶe is a ǗoȍǶ oǗ Ƕaǁho ǀȍaiǷΒashiǷǘ.

SPIKE

The ǘaǶe Ƕoȍphed Ǘast. 2e Βeȍe the plaΘeȍ-hustleȍs aǷd Βe pȍided ouȍselΑes oǷ
usiǷǘ ϯǷesse aǷd the eleǶeǷt oǗ suȍpȍise. IǷ the jeΒel ǘaǶe the pȍoǘȍessioǷ ΒeǷt
ǗȍoǶ the eȍa oǗ the fiȍessers to the takers to the aǮǮressors. FiǷesseȍs Βeȍe dudes
Βith the skill to take a tȍiǶ, ǁȍeate a diΑeȍsioǷ, pop the loǁk, ȍoǀ Θouȍ jeΒelȍΘ
ǁase, aǷd Θou ΒouldǷ’t eΑeǷ kǷoΒ—Βe’d Βalk out oǗ Θouȍ stoȍe ǁalǶ as Ǘuǁk. As
takeȍs, Βe Βeȍe hittiǷǘ jeΒel ǀashes aǷd sǷatǁh-aǷd-ȍuǷs, ǀut alΒaΘs usiǷǘ the
eleǶeǷt oǗ suȍpȍise.

The aǘǘȍessoȍs Βeȍe a Βhole diϦeȍeǷt ǀȍeed. TheΘ Βeȍe the ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs Βho
saΒ hoΒ Ƕuǁh ǶoǷeΘ Βe plaΘeȍs Βeȍe ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ ǀaǁk iǷto the hood, aǷd theΘ
ΒaǷted the spoils oǗ ΑiǁtoȍΘ. TheΘ saΒ ouȍ desiǘǷeȍ ǁlothes, ouȍ ǗoȍeiǘǷ Βhips,
aǷd theΘ ΒaǷted iǷ. But theΘ didǷ’t haΑe the tȍaiǷiǷǘ oȍ teǁhǷiȌue to ϯǷesse.
TheΘ didǷ’t haΑe the leΑel oǗ plaǷǷiǷǘ to Βalk iǷto a stoȍe, talk ǁalǶlΘ, pull out
the haǶǶeȍ, ǀash the ǁase, aǷd leaΑe Βithout aǷΘoǷe ǘettiǷǘ huȍt.

TheΘ staȍted to do pistol ǀashes. AǷd that Ǘuǁked up the ǘaǶe Ǘoȍ the plaΘeȍs.
It ǀeǁaǶe like aǷ aȍǶs ȍaǁe, ǁoǷstaǷt esǁalatioǷ. AǷd all the stoȍes had to
heiǘhteǷ theiȍ ǗuǁkiǷǘ seǁuȍitΘ to deal Βith the ǷeΒ thȍeat posed ǀΘ these Βild-
ass ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs ǁoǶiǷǘ iǷ aǷd holdiǷǘ the Βhole stoȍe doΒǷ at ǘuǷpoiǷt.

As plaΘeȍs, iǷ all ouȍ ǁȍiǶiǷal eǷdeaΑoȍs, Βe ǷeΑeȍ ΒaǷted to ǘo iǷto a plaǁe
aǷd huȍt soǶeoǷe. 2heǷ Βe’d hit liǁks toǘetheȍ, Iǁe aǷd Ƕe, Βe didǷ’t use ǘuǷs.



IǗ Θou plaǷ a ǀash pȍopeȍlΘ, theȍe’s Ƿo Ƿeed Ǘoȍ ǘuǷs.
IǗ Θou’Αe ǁased the stoȍe out, Θou kǷoΒ the appȍoaǁh aǷd ǘetaΒaΘ, Θou

should ǀe aǀle to take theǶ ǀΘ suȍpȍise, ǀash the ǘlass, aǷd do Βhat Θou ǁaǶe to
do Βithout ǷeediǷǘ ΒeapoǷs.

EΑeǷtuallΘ, oǷ ǶΘ last liǁk iǷ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ, I did ǀȍeak ǶΘ oΒǷ ȍule ǀΘ ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ iǷ
soǶe ΘouǷǘeȍ ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs I ΒouldǷ’t ǷoȍǶallΘ haΑe Ƕessed Βith, ǘuΘs Βho
didǷ’t haΑe the teǁhǷiȌue oȍ the tȍaiǷiǷǘ to kǷoΒ hoΒ to hit a liǁk Βithout
usiǷǘ pistols.

ICE

The sledǘehaǶǶeȍ ǘaǶe oǷlΘ lasted Ǘoȍ aǀout a Θeaȍ. AǷd it ͏as like aǷ aȍǶs
ȍaǁe, esǁalatiǷǘ Ǘast to pistol ǀashiǷǘ. Theȍe’s ǷothiǷǘ sliǁk oȍ iǷǘeǷious aǀout a
pistol ǀash. It’s a Ǘull-ǀloΒǷ aȍǶed ȍoǀǀeȍΘ. It’s a takeoΑeȍ. A ǁȍeΒ ǁoǶes iǷto
the jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe Βith ǘuǷs, laΘs eΑeȍΘǀodΘ doΒǷ oǷ the ϲooȍ, pulls out the
sledǘehaǶǶeȍ, aǷd ǀashes the jeΒelȍΘ ǁase.

2heǷ ǁats staȍted pistol ǀashiǷǘ, I ΒasǷ’t Βith it. These Βeȍe ǘaǷǘsteȍs Βho
didǷ’t haΑe ǘaǶe, Βho didǷ’t kǷoΒ aǷΘ otheȍ ΒaΘ to ǘet the jeΒels. As plaΘeȍs,
Βe ΒeȍeǷ’t iǷto the stȍoǷǘ-aȍǶ shit. 2e’d use ouȍ ǀȍaiǷs, ouȍ Βoȍds, ouȍ ϯǷesse.
It’s a lot soǗteȍ touǁh.

Heȍe’s the distiǷǁtioǷ:
A ǘaǷǘsteȍ tells Θou Βhat to do.
A plaΘeȍ plays Θou Ǘoȍ it.
EΑeǷ aǗteȍ the pistols ǁaǶe iǷto the ǘaǶe, Θou had ǁhoiǁes. Theȍe Βeȍe still

plaΘeȍs tȍiǶǶiǷǘ. Theȍe Βeȍe sǷatǁh-aǷd-ȍuǷs. Theȍe Βeȍe ǀashes.
The less-sophistiǁated ǁats Βeȍe pistol ǀashiǷǘ. SoǶe oǗ ǶΘ ǀoΘs staȍted to

ǘet doΒǷ Βith the pistol ǀashiǷǘ. I used to ǁall theǶ the ঐloǷǘ ȍideȍs঑—ǀeǁause
to Ƕe theΘ Βeȍe like ǁoΒǀoΘs. TheΘ Βeȍe ǘettiǷǘ a lot oǗ ǶoǷeΘ doiǷǘ that, ǀut
it also staȍted ǘettiǷǘ a lot haiȍieȍ.

I ǶeaǷ, it’s ǀad eǷouǘh ǁoǶiǷǘ iǷto a stoȍe iǷ ǀȍoad daΘliǘht, pulliǷǘ out a
ǀaǀΘ sledǘehaǶǶeȍ, ǘlass ϲΘiǷǘ eΑeȍΘΒheȍe, people sǁȍeaǶiǷǘ, Θou’ȍe juǶpiǷǘ



oΑeȍ jeΒelȍΘ ǁases—Αeȍsus ǷoΒ Θou’ȍe holdiǷǘ a stoȍe at ǘuǷpoiǷt, telliǷǘ theǶ
to ǘet doΒǷ oǷ the ϲooȍ.

Nah, all that eΗtȍa shit, I ΒasǷ’t Βith it.
IǷ the ǘaǶe Βe alΒaΘs saΘ, ঐ8ou ȍaise the ȍisk, Θou ȍaise the pȍoϯt.঑
It’s like aǷ eȌuatioǷ, aǷd it’s ΑeȍΘ peȍsoǷal. IǷ Θouȍ ǀȍaiǷ, Θou pluǘ iǷ Θouȍ

oΒǷ Αaȍiaǀles—Βhat Ƕakes seǷse to Θou aǷd Βhat doesǷ’t. HoΒ Ƕuǁh ȍisk aǶ I
ΒilliǷǘ to take Ǘoȍ hoΒ Ƕuǁh pȍoϯt? Do I ΒaǷt 7 aǶouǷt oǗ ǶoǷeΘ so ǀad that
I’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ to ȍisk ǘettiǷǘ killed oȍ ǁatǁhiǷǘ a liǗe seǷteǷǁe?

EΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s ǘot his oΒǷ ȍedliǷes, his oΒǷ liǶitatioǷs as to Βhat he’s ΒilliǷǘ
to do oȍ Ƿot do. Like ΒheǷ I tȍaǷsitioǷed ǗȍoǶ ǀuȍǘs to ǀashes, oǷe oǗ the thiǷǘs
I said to ǶΘselǗ Βas, ঐNo uǷǷeǁessaȍΘ ΑioleǷǁe.঑

It ΒasǷ’t soǶe Ƕoȍal oȍ ethiǁal deǁisioǷ; it just Ƕade seǷse Ǘoȍ that peȍsoǷal
eȌuatioǷ I’Ƕ talkiǷǘ aǀout.

To Ƕe, addiǷǘ ΑioleǷǁe to the eȌuatioǷ Βould oǷlΘ haΑe the poliǁe lookiǷǘ
Ǘoȍ Θou that Ƕuǁh haȍdeȍ. That’s ΒhΘ oǷ a ǀash, Spike aǷd I Βould talk ǁalǶlΘ,
ǁleaȍ the displaΘ ǁase, aǷd tell people to step ǀaǁk. 8ou doǷ’t ΒaǷt soǶeǀodΘ to
ǘet hit ǀΘ ϲΘiǷǘ ǘlass. 8ou doǷ’t ΒaǷt to sǶaǁk aǷΘ eǶploΘees oȍ iǷǷoǁeǷt
ǀΘstaǷdeȍs aȍouǷd. 8ou doǷ’t ΒaǷt to ǘo iǷ theȍe aǷd staȍt ǀustiǷǘ people iǷ the
head Βith haǶǶeȍs. I Ǘelt Βe ǁould hit a liǁk, sǶash the ǘlass, ǘȍaǀ the jeΒels,
aǷd the odds Βeȍe ΑeȍΘ ȍeǶote that Θou’d ǘet shot.

That’s Βhat ȍeallΘ ǘaΑe Ƕe pause aǀout the pistol ǀashiǷǘ. I alΒaΘs Ǘelt that iǗ
a ǘuǷ ǘets dȍaΒǷ, theǷ soǶeǀodΘ ǁould ǀe iǷ Θouȍ liǷe oǗ siǘht—aȍǶed seǁuȍitΘ
oȍ eΑeǷ a ǘood SaǶaȍitaǷ—aǷd staȍt shootiǷǘ ǀaǁk.

OǷǁe the ǘaǶe tȍaǷsitioǷed to pistol ǀashiǷǘ, I kǷeΒ that eΑeǷtuallΘ
soǶeǀodΘ Βas ǘoiǷǘ to lose theiȍ liǗe.

Look, Θou ǘo iǷto a stoȍe aǷd take a ǗeΒ huǷdȍed ǘȍaǷd Βoȍth oǗ jeΒelȍΘ, the
oΒǷeȍ’s ǘot iǷsuȍaǷǁe Ǘoȍ that ǶeȍǁhaǷdise.

8ou take a liǗe—the ǁops Βill ȍe͎er stop lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Θou.
That Βas a lessoǷ Spike ǗouǷd out the haȍd ΒaΘ oǷ his last liǁk.



CHAPTER 2

COLD WIND MADNESS

I Ǯot ȍothiȍ’ to lose
MuǗh to Ǯaiȍ
Iȍ Ȍy ǖraiȍ I Ǯot a Ǘapitalist ȌiǮraiȍe

—ICE, ࣮NEW JACK HUSTLER࣯

ICE

LoǷǘ ǀeǗoȍe Βe eΑeȍ heaȍd aǀout hip-hop iǷ L.A., I Βas ΒȍitiǷǘ ȍhΘǶes. It
staȍted oϦ ΒheǷ I Βas at CȍeǷshaΒ Hiǘh, as a ǗoȍǶ oǗ selǗ-deǗeǷse: I leaȍǷed that
usiǷǘ ǶΘ Αeȍǀal ǘΘǶǷastiǁs Βas a ǘood ΒaΘ to keep the ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs oϦ ǶΘ
ǀuǶpeȍs. 2e didǷ’t ǁall it ঐȍappiǷǘ঑ ǀaǁk theǷ. It Βas ঐtoastiǷǘ.঑ PlaΘeȍs aǷd
piǶps like Iǁeǀeȍǘ SliǶ had ǀeeǷ toastiǷǘ, puttiǷǘ theiȍ ϲΘ talk to ȍhΘǶe, Ǘoȍ
aǘes. MΘ toasts Βeȍe ǶΘ ϯȍst atteǶpts at ǀeiǷǘ a Βȍiteȍ, at ǀeiǷǘ a stoȍΘtelleȍ. I
used to ǁall theǶ ǶΘ Cȍip ȍhΘǶes.

Wheȍ I ǭell iȍ the party there ͏as ͏oȌeȍ ǭor days
I ͏as lookiȍ’ Ǘrazy iȍ soȌe hellified ͏ays
I just ͏alked iȍ the Ǘorȍer, listeȍed as they talked
First JaȌes Bro͏ȍ reǗord I juȌped up aȍd Crip-͏alked

2e’d ǀe haǷǘiǷǘ out, I’d saΘ ǶΘ ȍhΘǶes, aǷd the oldeȍ ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs Βould ǀe
iǷtȍiǘued.

ঐSpit aǷotheȍ oǷe, TȍaΘ,঑ theΘ’d saΘ. ঐAǷd put ǶΘ ǷaǶe iǷ that shit, ǁuz.঑



See, I Βas alΒaΘs lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ ΒaΘs to suȍΑiΑe iǷ South CeǷtȍal. I Βas a kid
ǗȍoǶ NeΒ JeȍseΘ thȍoΒǷ iǷto the L.A. sǁeǷe, tȍΘiǷǘ to ϯǘuȍe it out oǷ ǶΘ oΒǷ.
I’Ƕ aǷ oȍphaǷ: Ƿo ǀȍotheȍs, Ƿo sisteȍs. I’Ƕ liǘht-skiǷǷed, ǘot liǘht eΘes—ǶΘ
ǷaǶe’s ǗuǁkiǷǘ TȍaǁΘ!

I ǶeaǷ, iǷ the stȍeets, Θou’ȍe eitheȍ pȍedatoȍ oȍ pȍeΘ. But iǗ Θou ΒeȍeǷ’t a
ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍ, ΒilliǷǘ to kill Ǘoȍ Θouȍ Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood, theǷ Θou ǁould aǁtuallΘ
ǁoeΗist Βith these Ƿiǘǘas. IǗ Θou had a little ǁhaȍisǶa aǷd sΒaǘ aǷd kǷeΒ the
Αaȍious shot-ǁalleȍs, Θou ǁould ǷaΑiǘate Θouȍ ΒaΘ thȍouǘh all the ǶadǷess. I Βas
kǷoΒǷ as a daǷǁeȍ—Βe had a ǁȍeΒ ǁalled the 2est Coast LoǁksǶiths. But ǶΘ
ǶaiǷ thiǷǘ Βas, I ǁould eǷteȍtaiǷ the ǘaǷǘsteȍs ǀΘ ǶakiǷǘ up ȍhΘǶes aǀout the
Cȍip liǗe.

As I ǘot a ǀit oldeȍ, aǗteȍ I ǘot ǀaǁk ǗȍoǶ the ǶilitaȍΘ, ǶΘ ȍhΘǶes Βeȍe less
aǀout the ǘaǷǘs aǷd Ƕoȍe aǀout the plaΘeȍ liǗestΘle—I ǶostlΘ used theǶ to
Ƕaǁk to ǘiȍls. All thȍouǘh hiǘh sǁhool, I Βas ȍeadiǷǘ Iǁeǀeȍǘ SliǶ. He Βas the
ϯȍst authoȍ I disǁoΑeȍed Βho tȍulΘ delΑed iǷto the liǗe oǗ ǁȍiǶe aǷd Ƕade it ȍeal
to Ƕe. I ΒeǷt eΑeȍΘΒheȍe Βith his ǀooks, idoliziǷǘ hiǶ. A lot oǗ people doǷ’t
kǷoΒ this, ǀut iǷ ࡷࡸࡺࡲ Iǁeǀeȍǘ ȍeǁoȍded aǷ alǀuǶ ǁalled ReχeǗtioȍs, Βhiǁh had a
lot oǗ sliǁk ȍhΘǶiǷǘ. I used to spit his Βoȍds ǀaǁk ΑeȍǀatiǶ. The ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs
used to ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ saΘ, ঐ8o, kiǁk soǶe Ƕoȍe oǗ that shit ǀΘ Iǁe, T.঑

As Ǘaȍ as Ƕusiǁ ǘoes, ǶΘ oȍiǘiǷal plaǷ Βas to ǀe a DJ. 2heǷ I ǁaǶe ǀaǁk ǗȍoǶ
the aȍǶΘ, I had ǶΘ tuȍǷtaǀles aǷd ǶiΗeȍ aǷd I Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to ϯǘuȍe out iǗ I ǁould
Ƕake soǶe ǶoǷeΘ thȍoΒiǷǘ ǶΘ oΒǷ daǷǁes. AǷd theǷ, like a lot oǗ the Ƕost
iǷteȍestiǷǘ shit that happeǷs iǷ Θouȍ liǗe, ȍappiǷǘ just kiǷd oǗ juǶped oϦ Ǘoȍ Ƕe.
NothiǷǘ aǀout it Βas eΑeǷ plaǷǷed.

OǷe daΘ iǷ 3ࡹࡺࡲ I’Ƕ iǷ a saloǷ ǁalled Good Fȍed oǷ FiǗtΘ-Fouȍth Ƿeaȍ
2esteȍǷ ǘettiǷǘ ǶΘ haiȍ doǷe. I used to Βeaȍ ǶΘ haiȍ loǷǘ aǷd ǘet it peȍǶed aǷd
ǁuȍled—oǷ soǶe ȍeal ϲaǶǀoΘaǷt piǶp shit—aǷd Βhile I Βas ΒaitiǷǘ, I’d spit
ȍhΘǶes to the ǘiȍls:

’Cause I’Ȍ a player, I’Ȍ al͏ays Ǘleaȍ
I rolled MerǗedes-Beȍz ͏heȍ I ͏as se͎eȍteeȍ
FroȌ the ͏oȌǖ to the toȌǖ, I ruȍ Ȍy ǮaȌe
’Cause I’Ȍ Ǘold as iǗe, aȍd I sho͏ ȍo shaȌe



That aǗteȍǷooǷ, a ǁat ǷaǶed 2illie StȍoǷǘ oΑeȍheaȍd Ƕe ȍhΘǶiǷǘ. He said,
ঐPlaΘeȍ, Θou ΒaǷt to Ƕake a ȍeǁoȍd?঑

I thouǘht he Βas ǶessiǷǘ Βith Ƕe, ǀut it Βas a leǘit oϦeȍ. 2illie StȍoǷǘ aǷd
his paȍtǷeȍ Cletus AǷdeȍsoǷ oΒǷed 0IP Reǁoȍds, a ȍeal ǗaǶous ȍeǁoȍd stoȍe iǷ
L.A.

Riǘht aΒaΘ theΘ ǀȍouǘht Ƕe iǷto a studio. TheΘ oΒǷed a tȍaǁk ǀΘ JiǶǶΘ
JaǶ aǷd TeȍȍΘ LeΒis, paȍt oǗ PȍiǷǁe’s teaǶ, the ǁats Βho’d lateȍ pȍoduǁe all kiǷds
oǗ hit ȍeǁoȍds Ǘoȍ people like JaǷet JaǁksoǷ. It Βas a ǗuǷkΘ eleǁtȍo-teǁhǷo ǀeat.
The eǷǘiǷeeȍ pulled the ǘiȍls’ Αoiǁes oϦ, Ƕade it a stȍaiǘht iǷstȍuǶeǷtal, aǷd I
ȍeǁoȍded ঐCold 2iǷd MadǷess.঑ NothiǷǘ Βas ΒȍitteǷ; these Βeȍe all the
ǀȍaǘǘadoǁious plaΘeȍ ȍhΘǶes I had iǷ ǶΘ head. OΑeȍ tiǶe, as I ǘot Ƕoȍe ǗaǶiliaȍ
Βith ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ aǷd peȍǗoȍǶiǷǘ, I had to leaȍǷ aǀout sΘǷǁopatioǷ—ȍhΘǶiǷǘ oǷ
ǀeat. 2hat I’d ǀeeǷ doiǷǘ Βas Ƕoȍe like spokeǷ-Βoȍd poetȍΘ, aǷd it’s altoǘetheȍ
diϦeȍeǷt ǘettiǷǘ the sΘllaǀles to loǁk iǷto the ǀeat. But that ϯȍst tiǶe iǷ the
studio, ǶΘ ǀaȍs ϲoΒed ǷiǁelΘ oΑeȍ the tȍaǁk, aǷd I thiǷk Βe laid it doΒǷ iǷ oǷe
take.

The ladies say that I’Ȍ hea͎eȍ-seȍt
’Cause I Ǯot Ȍore Ȍoȍey thaȍ the U.S. Ȍiȍt
I ride raǮtop Rolls ͏ith roǗks oȍ Ȍy haȍd,
Maseratis aȍd MerǗedes-Beȍz
I ha͎e aȍ oǗeaȍ liȍer, pri͎ate jets,
Bel-Air ǖookies plaǗe Ȍy ǖets

TheΘ added the souǷds oǗ a ΒiǷteȍ ΒiǷd ǀloΒiǷǘ aǷd ǶiΗed it iǷto a tiǘht
little daǷǁe tȍaǁk. 2illie StȍoǷǘ had his oΒǷ laǀel ǁalled SatuȍǷ Reǁoȍds aǷd put
it out as a ࡶࡵ siǷǘle uǷdeȍ the ǷaǶe ঐCold 2iǷd MadǷess,঑ Βith a B side oǗ
ঐThe Coldest Rap.঑ That’s the ϯȍst ȍeǁoȍded Iǁe-T tȍaǁk. TheΘ put it out as aǷ
eΗteǷded ǶiΗ ࡳࡲ-iǷǁh siǷǘle Ǘoȍ DJs to spiǷ iǷ ǁluǀs. It ΒasǷ’t soǶethiǷǘ I did
Ǘoȍ the ǶoǷeΘ—I thiǷk theΘ ǘaΑe Ƕe a total oǗ $ࡱࡶࡳ.

BeǗoȍe it Βas eΑeǷ ȍeleased, I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ plaΘiǷǘ the ǁassette Ǘoȍ Spike iǷ ǶΘ
Poȍsǁhe. I didǷ’t saΘ, ঐ8o, this is the staȍt oǗ a ǷeΒ ǁaȍeeȍ Ǘoȍ Ƕe.঑ I Βas still a
plaΘeȍ—out doiǷǘ ǷeǘatiΑe shit dailΘ.



It ΒasǷ’t ǘettiǷǘ Ƿo aiȍplaΘ—the lΘȍiǁs Βeȍe too ȍaΒ—aǷd Βhat happeǷed
ǷeΗt took Ƕe ǀΘ ǁoǶplete suȍpȍise. Theȍe Βas this ǁluǀ ǁalled the Radio iǷ
MaǁAȍthuȍ Paȍk. I’d ǷeΑeȍ eΑeǷ ǀeeǷ theȍe. But it Βas the oǷlΘ plaǁe iǷ toΒǷ to
heaȍ autheǷtiǁ NeΒ 8oȍk hip-hop, aǷd the DJ theȍe staȍted plaΘiǷǘ ǶΘ ȍeǁoȍd
eΑeȍΘ Ƿiǘht. The oΒǷeȍs oǗ the Radio, AleΗ JoȍdaǷoϦ aǷd K.K., tȍaǁked Ƕe
doΒǷ thȍouǘh the ȍeǁoȍd laǀel aǷd asked Ƕe to ǁoǶe do a liΑe peȍǗoȍǶaǷǁe.

I shoΒ up at the Radio Ƿot suȍe Βhat to eΗpeǁt, aǷd ΒheǷ I staȍt to peȍǗoȍǶ
the soǷǘ, daǶǷ Ƿeaȍ eΑeȍΘoǷe iǷ the plaǁe—all these Βhite kids—aȍe ȍappiǷǘ
aloǷǘ Βoȍd Ǘoȍ Βoȍd.

I’Ȍ a player, that’s all I kȍo͏
Oȍ a suȌȌer day I play iȍ the sȍo͏

I Βas the oǷlΘ ȍappeȍ ǗȍoǶ L.A. at that poiǷt, aǷd the Radio ȌuiǁklΘ ǀeǁaǶe
ǶΘ spot. I staȍted to ǘo theȍe eΑeȍΘ ΒeekeǷd. I’d ǗouǷd ǶΘ ϯȍst little taste oǗ
staȍdoǶ, so I Βould pull up to the ǁluǀ iǷ ǶΘ Poȍsǁhe, ΒeaȍiǷǘ Fila aǷd all ǶΘ
jeΒelȍΘ aǷd aǁtiǷǘ like I had a ǀuǷǁh oǗ hit ȍeǁoȍds. IǷ tȍuth, I had oȍe soǷǘ out
—aǷd it Βas a hit iǷ oȍe ǁluǀ—ǀut I aǁted like I Βas a ǀiǘ-tiǶe ȍappeȍ. 8ou
kǷoΒ Βhat theΘ saΘ: peȍǁeptioǷ is ȍealitΘ. I aǁted like a staȍ aǷd that’s hoΒ I Βas
tȍeated.

The Radio Βas a ǁuttiǷǘ-edǘe spot, a haǷǘout Ǘoȍ puǷk ȍoǁkeȍs aǷd the ǷeΒ
ΒaΑe ǘȍoups. That’s Βheȍe I Ƕet people like MadoǷǷa aǷd MalǁolǶ MǁLaȍeǷ.
TheΘ Βeȍe soǶe oǗ the ϯȍst Βhite people Βho ǁoǷǷeǁted to hip-hop; ǀaǷds like
BloǷdie aǷd the Clash Βeȍe soǶe oǗ the ϯȍst to ǀe iǷϲueǷǁed ǀΘ ȍappiǷǘ aǷd ouȍ
stȍeet ǗashioǷ.

At this tiǶe, the hood didǷ’t kǷoΒ the Radio eΗisted. MΘ ǗȍieǷds like Spike
Βeȍe haǷǘiǷǘ out at plaΘeȍ spots like CaȍoliǷa 2est, oȍ at shoΒs aǷd paȍties
pȍoduǁed ǀΘ UǷǁle JaǶǶ’s AȍǶΘ Ǘoȍ the ΑeȍΘ iǷϲueǷtial L.A. daǷǁe sǁeǷe. I
ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ the ϯȍst tiǶe I told ǶΘ hoǶies to ǁoǶe Βith Ƕe to the Radio.

ঐ2hat the Ǘuǁk is the Radio?঑ theΘ said.
ঐIt’s a ǁluǀ ǀΘ MaǁAȍthuȍ Paȍk,঑ I said. TheΘ all looked at Ƕe kiǷd oǗ

skeptiǁal, like, What the ǭuǗk is Tray talkiȍ’ ’ǖout? uǷtil I added: ঐDiǘ, theΘ ǘot
Βhite ǘiȍls theȍe.঑



Dudes like Spike ǁaǶe doΒǷ, teed-up, ϲΘ ItaliaǷ shoes, ΒeaȍiǷǘ all kiǷds oǗ
ǁȍazΘ jeΒelȍΘ. The Ƕost eΗpeǷsiΑe ȍides paȍked out ǗȍoǷt Βeȍe ouȍs. 2e Βeȍe
stȍeet dudes, plaΘeȍs, ǀut Βe had all the tȍappiǷǘs oǗ staȍdoǶ alȍeadΘ.

IǗ Θou ΒaǷt to see the look aǷd Αiǀe oǗ that eȍa, Breakiȍ’, oǷe oǗ the eaȍliest
hip-hop ǶoΑies, Βas ϯlǶed iǷside the Radio. I’Αe ǘot a ǁaǶeo as the MC. Me
aǷd this DJ ǁalled the GloΑe did a tȍaǁk ǁalled ঐReǁkless.঑ AǘaiǷ, it Βas aǷotheȍ
eleǁtȍo-ǗuǷk paȍtΘ jaǶ. 8eaȍs lateȍ, EǶiǷeǶ said it Βas the ϯȍst ȍap ȍeǁoȍd he eΑeȍ
heaȍd. I hadǷ’t ǗouǷd ǶΘ oΒǷ Αoiǁe Θet, Βhat Θou’d ȍeǁoǘǷize as ǶΘ distiǷǁtiΑe
ȍappiǷǘ stΘle. That’s a ǀiǘ paȍt oǗ deΑelopǶeǷt as aǷ MC.

OǷe thiǷǘ that’s ΑeȍΘ autheǷtiǁ is the ΒaΘ I’Ƕ dȍessed iǷ the ǶoΑie. 2e Βeȍe
ΒeaȍiǷǘ Louis 0uittoǷ aǷd 8Αes SaiǷt LauȍeǷt loǷǘ ǀeǗoȍe aǷΘ ǁats iǷ the hood
had eΑeǷ heaȍd oǗ theǶ. 2e tauǘht the hood aǀout Guǁǁi aǷd FeǷdi aǷd
NeiǶaǷ Maȍǁus. IǷ Breakiȍ’, I’Ƕ ΒeaȍiǷǘ a NeiǶaǷ Maȍǁus ǁap. That ΒasǷ’t a
hip-hop look. KaǷǘol Βas the ǁap all the B-ǀoΘs ȍoǁked. I’Ƕ ΒeaȍiǷǘ a NeiǶaǷ
Maȍǁus ǁap ǀeǁause that’s the shit Βe used to steal!

OΑeȍ tiǶe I staȍted to ȍuǷ the staǘe at the Radio—I’d iǷtȍoduǁe peȍǗoȍǶeȍs
aǷd tȍΘ out ǶΘ ǷeΒ ȍhΘǶes. It Βas Βheȍe I pȍaǁtiǁed ǶΘ ǁȍaǗt iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ a liΑe
ǁȍoΒd. The hip-hop ǁultuȍe Βas so ǷeΒ to eΑeȍΘoǷe—espeǁiallΘ out oǷ the 2est
Coast—Θou just tȍied to ϯǘuȍe out Βheȍe Θou ǁould ϯt iǷ. 2hetheȍ Θou thouǘht
Θou ǁould ǀe a ǘȍaϩti aȍtist, ǀȍeak-daǷǁeȍ, DJ, oȍ ȍappeȍ, the dooȍs Βeȍe Βide
opeǷ—aǷd Θou tȍied Θouȍ luǁk at it. I happeǷed to ϯǷd ǶΘ Ƿiǁhe as aǷ MC at
the Radio.

Baǁk theǷ, Θou Βeȍe iǷto hip-hop Ǘoȍ the loΑe oǗ the ǁultuȍe. It Βas tȍulΘ
aǀout the aȍt ǗoȍǶ, Ƕoȍe so thaǷ ǷoΒ, Βheȍe kids see it as a Αiaǀle ΒaΘ to Ƕake
ǶoǷeΘ. I oǗteǷ saΘ that ΒheǷ I staȍted out, Ƿo ȍappeȍ had Ƕade eǷouǘh ǶoǷeΘ
to eΑeǷ ǀuΘ a ǁaȍ.

NoΒ, I Βas out ǘettiǷǘ pulled iǷ tΒo diϦeȍeǷt diȍeǁtioǷs. Still out doiǷǘ all this
ǷeǘatiΑe shit duȍiǷǘ the Βeek, jeΒel ǀashes aǷd ǀuȍǘlaȍiziǷǘ stoȍes, aǷd theǷ I
shoΒ up at the Radio oǷ the ΒeekeǷd aǷd plaΘ the ȍole oǗ a staȍ. That’s Βhat
Ƕost ǁȍiǶiǷals ΒaǷt aǷΘΒaΘ: to ǀe staȍs. TheΘ ΒaǷt that eǘo ǀoost. People iǷ the



hood saΘiǷǘ, ঐ8o, he’s the ǁat Βho hit the ǀiǘǘest jeΒel liǁk.঑ It’s ǷeǘatiΑe
atteǷtioǷ, ǀut it’s still atteǷtioǷ.

Most oǗ ǶΘ plaΘeȍ ǗȍieǷds Βeȍe pȍessuȍiǷǘ Ƕe to staΘ iǷ the ǘaǶe: ঐIǁe, ΒhΘ
Θou ǘoǷǷa Βaste Θouȍ tiǶe Βith that ȍap ǀullshit?঑ theΘ said. ঐPlaΘeȍ, Θou ǀetteȍ
ǁoǶe ǘet this ǶoǷeΘ.঑

See, it ΒasǷ’t the saǶe ΒaΘ the stȍeets eǶǀȍaǁe ȍap ǷoΒ. The eaȍlΘ ȍap ȍeǁoȍds
seeǶed ǘooǗΘ to the stȍeet ǁats. Hip-hop Βas just aǀout daǷǁiǷǘ aǷd paȍtΘiǷǘ. I
Βas the oǷe Βho iǷjeǁted the L.A. stȍeet shit iǷto ȍap, ΒheǷ I Ƕade ঐࡷ ’N the
MoȍǷiǷ’.঑ Pȍioȍ to that, stȍeet dudes ΒeȍeǷ’t heaȍiǷǘ ȍappeȍs talkiǷǘ aǀout
ǘaǷǘs, ǘuǷs, pȍisoǷ. TheΘ Βeȍe just heaȍiǷǘ thȍoΒ-Θouȍ-haǷds-iǷ-the-aiȍ paȍtΘ
Ƕusiǁ. Stȍeet ǁats iǷ South CeǷtȍal didǷ’t ǁoǷǷeǁt to the Fat BoΘs, ǀut theΘ
ǁould ǁoǷǷeǁt to ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’.঑ AǷd a little Βhile aǗteȍ Ƕe ǁaǶe aȍtists like
N.2.A aǷd Too $hoȍt.

PeȍǗoȍǶiǷǘ aǷd haǷǘiǷǘ out at the Radio, I staȍted likiǷǘ this positiΑe
atteǷtioǷ Ƕoȍe thaǷ ΒhateΑeȍ status I had ǀuilt up iǷ ǶΘ ǁȍiǶiǷal eΗploits. Bit
ǀΘ ǀit, I Ǘelt ǶΘselǗ ǀeiǷǘ pulled aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ the ǘaǶe.

I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ oǷe tiǶe Spike ȍolled thȍouǘh ΒheǷ I Βas at Nat the Cat’s plaǁe
aǷd he said he had a liǁk up. I told hiǶ, ঐNah, ǶaǷ, I aiǷ’t Βith it.঑

I ΒasǷ’t thiǷkiǷǘ oǗ leaΑiǷǘ the ǘaǶe Ǘoȍ ǘood, ǀut I Βas alȍeadΘ ǘettiǷǘ
ǀitteǷ ǀΘ that little taste oǗ ǗaǶe I ǗouǷd at the Radio.

I ǁould Ǘeel ǶΘselǗ slippiǷǘ aΒaΘ iǷto aǷotheȍ liǗe.

SPIKE

SiǷǁe Iǁe Βas ǗoǁusiǷǘ oǷ his Ƕusiǁ aǷd ǶoΑiǷǘ aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ hittiǷǘ liǁks, I
ǗouǷd ǶΘselǗ ǘoiǷǘ out oǗ state Βith CousiǷ Riǁh aǷd soǶe plaΘeȍs like
DiaǶoǷd 7, aǷotheȍ ǁlose ǗȍieǷd oǗ Iǁe’s. I didǷ’t thiǷk Iǁe had Ƕade aǷΘ ǀiǘ
deǁisioǷ to ǘo leǘit—I ϯǘuȍed he Βas just takiǷǘ a ǀȍeak ǗȍoǶ the ǘaǶe.

IǷ NoΑeǶǀeȍ 3ࡹࡺࡲ, Ƕe aǷd Riǁh aǷd DiaǶoǷd 7 ΒeǷt up to Seattle to do
this jeΒelȍΘ ǀash. 2e Βeȍe ȍiǘht theȍe at the displaΘ ǁase; I had the sledǘehaǶǶeȍ
ȍeadΘ, ǀut theȍe Βas a ǘuΘ Βho looked like a ǁop ǷeaȍǀΘ. 2asǷ’t a ǘood ǀet.



2e ϯǘuȍe Βe’ll ϲΘ ǀaǁk to L.A. aǷd ǁoǶe hit the liǁk aǷotheȍ tiǶe. But theǷ
7 ǘets appȍeheǷded at the aiȍpoȍt Βhile tȍΘiǷǘ to ǀuΘ ouȍ tiǁkets Βith a stoleǷ
ǁȍedit ǁaȍd, aǷd ΒheǷ CousiǷ Riǁh ǗolloΒs hiǶ iǷ, he ǘets loǁked up, too. I
ǀaȍelΘ ǘot ǶΘ ass out oǗ theȍe iǷ the ȍeǷtal ǁaȍ. I dȍiΑe ǗȍoǶ Seattle all the ΒaΘ
ǀaǁk to L.A. SiǷǁe Riǁh is still a juΑeǷile, I kǷoΒ he’s ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe okaΘ—iǷ Ǘaǁt,
his ǶoǶ eǷded up ǘoiǷǘ stȍaiǘht up to Seattle to ǘet hiǶ out oǗ the jaǶ—ǀut
DiaǶoǷd 7 is deϯǷitelΘ ǘoiǷǘ to Ƿeed soǶe ǀail ǶoǷeΘ.

That Βas paȍt oǗ the ǁode: iǗ a plaΘeȍ iǷ Θouȍ ǁȍeΒ ǘets loǁked up, Θou’ȍe
supposed to ǀe theȍe to help out ϯǷaǷǁiallΘ. That Βhole loǷǘ-ass dȍiΑe I’Ƕ
lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ aǷotheȍ liǁk so I ǁaǷ dȍop soǶe ǶoǷeΘ oϦ Ǘoȍ 7’s ǗaǶilΘ.

I’Ƕ oǷ the ࡲࡱࡲ HiǘhΒaΘ, ǁuttiǷǘ past SaǷta Baȍǀaȍa, aǷd I stop oϦ iǷ aǷ
upsǁale ǁoǶǶuǷitΘ ǁalled MoǷteǁito. I sǁope the plaǁe out aǷd see this Ƕall
Βith a hiǘh-eǷd jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe. Theȍe’s this ChȍistǶas displaΘ ΒiǷdoΒ Ƿeaȍ oǷe
oǗ the Ƕall’s eΗits, ϯlled Βith RoleΗes aǷd diaǶoǷds—I ǁase the plaǁe out
ǁaȍeǗullΘ. Looks like a peȍǗeǁt liǁk.

I liǷe it up to do the ǀash Βith ǶΘ ǁousiǷ Riǁh as sooǷ as he’s Ǘȍee ǗȍoǶ that
ǁȍedit ǁaȍd ǀullshit iǷ Seattle. It’s a MoǷdaΘ Ƿiǘht, Ƕid-DeǁeǶǀeȍ 2 .3ࡹࡺࡲe’Αe
ǘot the Adidas spoȍts ǀaǘ, a sledǘehaǶǶeȍ, aǷd ouȍ ǘaȍdeǷiǷǘ ǘloΑes—Βe ǁalled
theǶ ঐǀȍoΒǷies.঑ OǷǁe Βe’ȍe iǷ ǶotioǷ theȍe’s Ƿo ǗuǁkiǷǘ stoppiǷǘ us. 2e’Αe
ǘot a G-ȍide. I ǘaΑe this ǁȍaǁkhead a ǀaǘ oǗ ȍoǁks to steal a deuǁe aǷd a Ȍuaȍteȍ—
that’s a Buiǁk Eleǁtȍa ࡶࡳࡳ—ǀut the shit is out oǗ aliǘǷǶeǷt aǷd ǀȍeaks doΒǷ
ǀeǗoȍe Βe ǁaǷ eΑeǷ ǘet oǷ the ǗȍeeΒaΘ. AǘaiǷ, Βe’Αe ǘot to iǶpȍoΑise.

ঐ2hΘ doǷ’t Βe ȍeǷt us a liǶousiǷe?঑ I said.
2e did ǀusiǷess Βith this oǷe liǶousiǷe ǁoǶpaǷΘ iǷ South CeǷtȍal. A lot oǗ

tiǶes aǗteȍ Βe hit a liǁk, Βe used to ȍeǷt stȍetǁh liǶos, just dȍiΑiǷǘ aȍouǷd the
Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood ǁeleǀȍatiǷǘ, dȍiǷkiǷǘ ǁhaǶpaǘǷe, aǁtiǷǘ like Βe Βeȍe ǀalleȍs. No
oǷe had eΑeȍ tȍied usiǷǘ a liǶo as the aǁtual ǘetaΒaΘ Αehiǁle, ǀut I ϯǘuȍed, ΒhΘ
the Ǘuǁk Ƿot?

2e plaǷ to paȍk the liǶousiǷe Ƿeaȍ the Ƕall iǷ MoǷteǁito. All Βe Ƿeed is a
seǁoǷd ǁaȍ to do the sΒitǁh. Riǁh ǘoes aǷd ǀoȍȍoΒs a MustaǷǘ ǗȍoǶ this ǁhiǁk
ǷaǶed Miǁhelle—a sȌuaȍe ǘiȍl iǷ the ǶilitaȍΘ Βho Riǁh Βas ǶessiǷǘ Βith.

NoΒ Βe hit the ǗȍeeΒaΘ, I’Ƕ iǷ the ǀaǁk oǗ a Βhite stȍetǁh LiǷǁolǷ
CoǷtiǷeǷtal, aǷd Riǁh is ǗolloΒiǷǘ iǷ this ǁhiǁk’s MustaǷǘ. 2e ǘet up to



0eǷtuȍa CouǷtΘ, pull the liǶousiǷe oǷto this ǁul-de-saǁ ϯlled Βith ǘated
ǶaǷsioǷs, BeǷzes, Jaǘuaȍs, aǷd BM2s. PeȍǗeǁt suȍȍouǷdiǷǘs—I ǶeaǷ, the liǶo
doesǷ’t look out oǗ plaǁe. The ǁhauϦeuȍ Βas a Ƕiddle-aǘed Blaǁk dude Βe kǷeΒ
Βell ǷaǶed PeȍǁΘ. 2e didǷ’t ǘiΑe hiǶ all the details, ǀut Βe had to let PeȍǁΘ
kǷoΒ Βe Βeȍe up to soǶethiǷǘ aǷd Βould take ǁaȍe oǗ hiǶ Βith a ǁut oǗ the
ǶeȍǁhaǷdise. Me aǷd Riǁh taped a ȍaǘ oΑeȍ the liǁeǷse plate oǗ the MustaǷǘ;
theǷ Βe pull iǷto the Ƕall paȍkiǷǘ lot, leaΑe the eǷǘiǷe ȍuǷǷiǷǘ aǷd the dooȍs
uǷloǁked so Βe ǁaǷ Ƕake a Ǘast esǁape.

2e’ȍe ǀoth ΒeaȍiǷǘ sΒeatsuits aǷd ouȍ ǀȍoΒǷies aǷd I pull ǶΘ teȍȍΘ-ǁloth
ǁap doΒǷ so the ǀȍiǶ ǁoΑeȍs ǶΘ eΘes. I’Αe ǘot the sledǘehaǶǶeȍ iǷside the
Adidas ǀaǘ, aǷd Βe eǷteȍ thȍouǘh the side ϯȍe dooȍs. The jeΒelȍΘ displaΘ ǁase is
ȍiǘht theȍe ǀΘ the eΗit. Theȍe’s a ChȍistǶas tȍee oȍǷaǶeǷt Βith a Βhole aȍȍaΘ oǗ
RoleΗes, diaǶoǷd ǀȍaǁelets, KȍuǘeȍȍaǷd ǁoiǷs.

It’s ǁȍoΒded as hell iǷ that Ƕall, holidaΘ shoppeȍs eΑeȍΘΒheȍe, ǀut I eȍase
eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ eΗǁept the displaΘ ǁase. Faǁes ǀeǁoǶe ǀluȍs, Αoiǁes just a huǶ. OǷ a
liǁk, I’Ƕ iǷ ǶΘ zoǷe. I’Ƕ at Βoȍk. I put the spoȍts ǀaǘ doΒǷ aǷd tuȍǷ to Riǁh.

ঐIs it a ǀet?঑
ঐIt’s a ǘood ǀet.঑
I pull the haǶǶeȍ out oǗ the ǀaǘ aǷd hit the ǘlass like I’Ƕ ǁȍushiǷǘ a Ǘastǀall,

ǁaΑed iǷ the Βhole ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ oǷ the ϯȍst sΒiǷǘ. 2e’Αe ǘot Ǘouȍ ǘloΑed haǷds
iǷ ȍapid ǶotioǷ, ǘȍaǀǀiǷǘ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ Βe ǁaǷ, ǶostlΘ RoleΗes, shoΑiǷǘ
eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ iǷto the ǀaǘ aǷd ϯlliǷǘ ouȍ poǁkets as Βell. The ǁloǁk iǷ ǶΘ head is
tiǁkiǷǘ aǷd aǗteȍ a ǗeΒ seǁoǷds I ȍealize Βe’Αe ǘot to ǘo. EΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s staȍiǷǘ at
us. Mouths Βide opeǷ. I kǷoΒ theΘ’ȍe sǁȍeaǶiǷǘ ǀut I doǷ’t heaȍ shit. Just a
loud huǶ—Βhite Ƿoise.

Riǁh aǷd Ƕe ǀoth tuȍǷ aǷd ǀolt thȍouǘh that saǶe ϯȍe eΗit. Outside, theȍe’s
a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǁiΑiliaǷs—eǶploΘees aǷd ǘood SaǶaȍitaǷs—ǁhasiǷǘ us ǗȍoǶ the
ǶaiǷ eǷtȍaǷǁe oǗ the jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe. 2e’ȍe ǶoΑiǷǘ like ȍuǷǷiǷǘ ǀaǁks thȍouǘh the
paȍked ǁaȍs tȍΘiǷǘ to Ǘake theǶ out.

I’Ƕ a ǀit ahead oǗ Riǁh—he’s ǘot the Adidas ǀaǘ—aǷd I ǘet to the ǀȍoΒǷ
MustaǷǘ, passeǷǘeȍ dooȍ’s uǷloǁked, juǶp iǷside, aǷd I see Riǁh ȍuǷǷiǷǘ ȍiǘht
past Ƕe. What the ǭuǗk? TheǷ I ȍealize I’Ƕ iǷ the ΒȍoǷǘ ǁaȍ! 2hat aȍe the odds?



A ǷeaȍlΘ ideǷtiǁal ǀȍoΒǷ MustaǷǘ is paȍked tΒo ȍoΒs oΑeȍ, Βith the dooȍs also
uǷloǁked.

NoΒ I’Ƕ tȍapped—thȍee oȍ Ǘouȍ ǘuΘs suȍȍouǷd the MustaǷǘ I’Ƕ iǷ, ǀaǷǘiǷǘ
oǷ the ΒiǷdoΒs—so I staȍt talkiǷǘ like a sȌuaȍe, pȍeteǷd like I’Ƕ suȍȍeǷdeȍiǷǘ:
ঐOkaΘ, Θou ǘot Ƕe, Θou ǘot Ƕe! I ǘiΑe up!঑ But ΒheǷ I ǘo to opeǷ the dooȍ, I
sǶash it haȍd iǷto the ǀodΘ oǗ this ǀiǘ Βhite dude, theǷ I ǀȍeak out toΒaȍd Riǁh
iǷ ouȍ aǁtual ǘetaΒaΘ ǁaȍ. BeǗoȍe I ǁaǷ juǶp iǷ the passeǷǘeȍ side, these ǘuΘs aȍe
ǘȍaǀǀiǷǘ oǷ Ƕe, taǁkliǷǘ Ƕe, ΘaǷkiǷǘ oǷ ǶΘ leǘs, aǷd I just juǶp oǷ the
ǀuǶpeȍ, holdiǷǘ oǷ, aǷd tell ǶΘ ǁousiǷ to dȍiΑe that ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ.

2e ǀaȍelΘ esǁaped that paȍkiǷǘ lot ǀΘ the skiǷ oǗ ouȍ teeth. IǷ the sǁuϬe oǷ
the ǀaǁk ǀuǶpeȍ, the ȍaǘ Βe’d taped aȍouǷd the liǁeǷse plate ǁaǶe loose aǷd the
ΒitǷesses ǘot a paȍtial plate ǷuǶǀeȍ.

Riǁh dȍiΑes oΑeȍ ǁuȍǀs aǷd ǶediaǷs, speediǷǘ out oǗ the paȍkiǷǘ lot aǷd
pulliǷǘ the MustaǷǘ iǷto that aϬueǷt Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood. 2e ditǁh the MustaǷǘ
doΒǷ the ǀloǁk, theǷ ǁalǶlΘ Βalk oΑeȍ aǷd ǘet iǷ the ǀaǁk oǗ the liǶousiǷe Βith
the Adidas ǀaǘ Ǘull oǗ loot.

The oǷlΘ ΒaΘ out to the ǗȍeeΒaΘ is ǀaǁk iǷ the diȍeǁtioǷ oǗ the Ƕall. IǷ just
those Ǘouȍ oȍ ϯΑe ǶiǷutes it took us to ǘet aΒaΘ aǷd sΒitǁh ǗȍoǶ the MustaǷǘ to
the liǶo, aǷ all-poiǷts ǀulletiǷ ΒeǷt out aǷd the poliǁe ǀloǁked oϦ all tȍaϩǁ
appȍoaǁhiǷǘ the ǗȍeeΒaΘ.

Cops aȍe all oΑeȍ the plaǁe Βith ȍiϲes aǷd doǘs. TheΘ’ȍe stoppiǷǘ eΑeȍΘ
Αehiǁle, lookiǷǘ iǷside. The liǶousiǷe is ǶeȍǘiǷǘ iǷto tȍaϩǁ oǷto the ǗȍeeΒaΘ.
Theȍe’s a ȍed liǘht aǷd PeȍǁΘ ǘets out, pops the hood as iǗ he’s haΑiǷǘ eǷǘiǷe
tȍouǀle, theǷ ǁloses it—ǀut he Ƕakes suȍe to ǘiΑe the ǁops a ǘood ǘliǶpse oǗ hiǶ
iǷ the Βhole ǁhauϦeuȍ’s uǷiǗoȍǶ aǷd ǁap. He looks just like Kato iǷ The Greeȍ
Horȍet.

2e kǷoΒ the ǁops aȍe lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ tΒo ΘouǷǘ Blaǁk Ƕales iǷ a ǀȍoΒǷ
MustaǷǘ, aǷd ΒheǷ theΘ see this loǷǘ-ass liǶousiǷe aǷd a Blaǁk ǁhauϦeuȍ, theΘ
just ΒaΑe us thȍouǘh, ǷoddiǷǘ to the dȍiΑeȍ, Βhile Riǁh aǷd I aȍe sittiǷǘ stoǷe
still ǀehiǷd the tiǷted ΒiǷdoΒs. 2e dȍiΑe ȍiǘht doΒǷ the ǁeǷteȍ oǗ the ΘelloΒ
liǷe, ǘet oǷ the ǗȍeeΒaΘ—theȍe’s heliǁopteȍs aǷd hiǘhΒaΘ patȍols still lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ
that MustaǷǘ. The Βhole tiǶe, Βe’ȍe iǷ the ǀaǁk oǗ the liǶo, hiǘh-ϯΑiǷǘ,
ǀustiǷǘ opeǷ the ǀottle oǗ ǁhaǶpaǘǷe, lookiǷǘ thȍouǘh the Adidas ǀaǘ ϯlled



Βith at least ǗoȍtΘ RoleΗes. I tapped oǷ the paȍtitioǷ aǷd ǘaΑe PeȍǁΘ a RoleΗ
PȍesideǷtial Βoȍth aǀout $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡹࡲ Ǘoȍ his Ǘast thiǷkiǷǘ.

ঐHeȍe Θou ǘo, ǶaǷ—ǘood lookiǷ’ out.঑
2heǷ Βe ǘet ǀaǁk to L.A., I tell Riǁh, ঐ8o, ǁall Θouȍ ǘiȍl, tell heȍ Βe’ȍe ǀuΘiǷǘ

heȍ a ǀȍaǷd-ǷeΒ ǁaȍ. She’s ǘotta ȍepoȍt that MustaǷǘ stoleǷ.঑
2e Ƕeet Miǁhelle at a liȌuoȍ stoȍe oǷ AdaǶs aǷd 2esteȍǷ, ǘiΑe heȍ thȍee

RoleΗes, Ƕoȍe thaǷ eǷouǘh to ǀuΘ a ǷeΒ MustaǷǘ, aǷd she ȍepoȍts that heȍ ǁaȍ
Βas stoleǷ Βhile she Βas iǷside the liȌuoȍ stoȍe.

NeΗt thiǷǘ Βe kǷoΒ, the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ Βas all oΑeȍ the ǷatioǷal ǷeΒs Ǘoȍ the
ǁȍaziest ǗuǁkiǷǘ ȍeasoǷ. Not loǷǘ aǗteȍ Ƕe aǷd Riǁh ǘot aΒaΘ iǷ the liǶo, the
ǁops aȍȍested thȍee ǶeǶǀeȍs oǗ the HaȍleǶ Gloǀetȍotteȍs, Βho Βeȍe just iǷ
SaǷta Baȍǀaȍa Ǘoȍ aǷ eΗhiǀitioǷ ǘaǶe. TheΘ Βeȍe out ChȍistǶas shoppiǷǘ, leǗt a
diϦeȍeǷt jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe, ǘot iǷ a taΗi, aǷd the ǁops ΘaǷked theǶ out oǗ the ǁaǀ,
haǷdǁuϦed theǶ, put theǶ spȍead-eaǘled oǷ the sideΒalk. I’Ƕ ϯΑe-teǷ. At the
tiǶe, ǶΘ ǁousiǷ Riǁh Βas shoȍteȍ thaǷ that. OǷe oǗ the HaȍleǶ Gloǀetȍotteȍs
Βas si͔-teǷ! I ǶeaǷ, the oǷlΘ thiǷǘ Βe had iǷ ǁoǶǶoǷ Βas ǀeiǷǘ Blaǁk. The
jeΒeleȍ iǶǶediatelΘ told the ǁops theΘ’d aȍȍested the ΒȍoǷǘ ǘuΘs. These
Gloǀetȍotteȍs ϯled a ǁiΑil ȍiǘhts laΒsuit aǘaiǷst SaǷta Baȍǀaȍa Ǘoȍ $ࡳ ǶillioǷ—
aǷd the ǁitΘ eǷded up ǘiΑiǷǘ theǶ a healthΘ settleǶeǷt Ǘoȍ the ΒȍoǷǘǗul aȍȍest.

So ǷoΒ the 0eǷtuȍa CouǷtΘ authoȍities aȍe douǀlΘ eǶǀaȍȍassed ǀeǁause Ƿot
oǷlΘ did this ΑeȍΘ hiǘh-eǷd jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe ǘet ȍoǀǀed iǷ ǀȍoad daΘliǘht, ǀut the
SaǷta Baȍǀaȍa Poliǁe DepaȍtǶeǷt Βas ǀeiǷǘ ǁalled ȍaǁist Ǘoȍ aȍȍestiǷǘ the thȍee
HaȍleǶ Gloǀetȍotteȍs. OǀΑiouslΘ, theΘ’ȍe Ƿot ǘoiǷǘ to stop uǷtil theΘ’Αe solΑed
this ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁase.

The ǁops staȍt ΒoȍkiǷǘ oǷ that paȍtial plate ǷuǶǀeȍ theΘ ǘot ΒheǷ the ȍaǘ
ǁaǶe oϦ the MustaǷǘ, aǷd theΘ ȍealize that a ǁaȍ ǗȍoǶ South CeǷtȍal Los
AǷǘeles Βas ȍepoȍted stoleǷ aǷd leǗt aǀaǷdoǷed iǷ SaǷta Baȍǀaȍa. LAPD
deteǁtiΑes tȍaǁked doΒǷ Miǁhelle aǷd staȍted ȌuestioǷiǷǘ heȍ haȍd. The ǁops
did theiȍ hoǶeΒoȍk, aǷd the tiǶeliǷe oǗ ΒheǷ she ȍepoȍted heȍ ǁaȍ stoleǷ didǷ’t
add up.

DuȍiǷǘ iǷteȍȍoǘatioǷ, theΘ told heȍ she’d ǘo to jail aǷd ǘet kiǁked out oǗ the
ǶilitaȍΘ iǗ she didǷ’t spill the Βhole stoȍΘ. TheΘ oϦeȍed heȍ iǶǶuǷitΘ aǷd, ǀeiǷǘ



a sȌuaȍe ǁhiǁk, Miǁhelle paǷiǁked. She ǘaΑe up ǀoth Riǁh aǷd Ƕe. 2e didǷ’t
kǷoΒ she Βas ǁoopeȍatiǷǘ, oǗ ǁouȍse. 2e had Ƿo idea the ǁops Βeȍe oǷ ouȍ tȍail.

2e ǁaǶe up oϦ that liǁk. I ΒeǷt to oǷe oǗ ǶΘ ȍeǘulaȍ ǗeǷǁes doΒǷtoΒǷ aǷd
ǁashed iǷ all these RoleΗes. I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ a ǗeΒ Ƿiǘhts ǁeleǀȍatiǷǘ, haǷǘiǷǘ out at
CaȍoliǷa 2est Βith Iǁe aǷd ΒatǁhiǷǘ hiǶ do his thiǷǘ oǷ the Ƕiǁ at the Radio.
OǷe oǗ the thiǷǘs I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ ǁleaȍest is hoΒ all oǗ us Βeȍe steadilΘ puǶpiǷǘ his
ȍeǁoȍd ঐCold 2iǷd MadǷess঑ iǷ ouȍ ǁaȍs—I’d ǀe ǁȍuisiǷǘ aȍouǷd iǷ ǶΘ
Cadillaǁ, plaΘiǷǘ that tape oΑeȍ aǷd oΑeȍ. That shit Βas so ϲΘ! He Βas desǁȍiǀiǷǘ
thiǷǘs ǗȍoǶ ouȍ liΑes, ȍappiǷǘ aǀout ǘettiǷǘ ǗȍeakΘ Βith a ǁhiǁk at a Ƕotel ǁalled
the SǷootΘ FoΗ ȍiǘht theȍe iǷ the ࡱࡵs oǷ 2esteȍǷ.

MΘ ǁousiǷ Riǁh eǷded up ǘettiǷǘ kǷoǁked iǷ SaǷ BeȍǷaȍdiǷo oǷ soǶe otheȍ
shit—a liǁk that didǷ’t iǷΑolΑe Ƕe—aǷd Βas ϯΗiǷǘ to do soǶe tiǶe as a juΑeǷile.
IǗ I’d kǷoΒǷ that Βhole ΒiǷteȍ theȍe Βas a ǀeǷǁh ΒaȍȍaǷt out Ǘoȍ Ƕe iǷ 0eǷtuȍa
CouǷtΘ, I’d haΑe laid loΒ, ǘoǷe uǷdeȍǘȍouǷd. OǷe ǶoȍǷiǷǘ iǷ Maȍǁh ࡵࡹࡺࡲ,
aǀout Ǘouȍ ǶoǷths aǗteȍ the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ, I’Ƕ iǷ ǶΘ Cadillaǁ—I thiǷk I Βas oǷ ǶΘ
ΒaΘ to ǁheǁk oǷ Iǁe aǷd Nat the Cat—ΒheǷ the ǁops pull Ƕe oΑeȍ oǷ SeΑeǷtΘ-
SiΗth aǷd BȍoadΒaΘ. TheΘ ȍaǷ the plates, dȍeΒ doΒǷ oǷ Ƕe Βith pistols, told Ƕe
to ǘet oǷ the ǘȍouǷd. TheΘ ǁuϦed Ƕe aǷd took Ƕe to the statioǷ oǷ SeΑeǷtΘ-
SeΑeǷth aǷd BȍoadΒaΘ.

I Βas eΗtȍadited to 0eǷtuȍa CouǷtΘ, ǁoǷΑiǁted oǗ the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ, aǷd seǷteǷǁed
to Ǘouȍ Θeaȍs. NeΗt thiǷǘ I kǷoΒ I’Ƕ oǷ a ǀus to Soledad, this old, ȍiǁketΘ-ass
pȍisoǷ up iǷ the SaliǷas 0alleΘ, aǀout to do ǶΘ ϯȍst ǀid.

2heǷ I aȍȍiΑe, the Θaȍd is deseȍted—Ƿo iǷǶates aǷΘΒheȍe, just a ǀuǷǁh oǗ
ǘuaȍds iǷ ǶilitaȍΘ-stΘle ǁaǶouϲaǘe aǷd ǀodΘ aȍǶoȍ ȍuǷǷiǷǘ toΒaȍd us. I
ȌuiǁklΘ ϯǷd out theȍe’s ǀeeǷ a Ƕajoȍ ȍaǁe ȍiot ǀetΒeeǷ the Blaǁks aǷd Βhites aǷd
the Βhole plaǁe is oǷ loǁkdoΒǷ.

I’Ƕ tΒeǷtΘ-oǷe Θeaȍs old aǷd I’Ƕ aǀout to ǘet a ǁȍash ǁouȍse iǷ the ǁold
ǗuǁkiǷǘ ȍealities oǗ pȍisoǷ liǗe.



CHAPTER 3

6 ’N THE MORNIN’

I’Ȍ a selǭ-Ȍade Ȍoȍster oǭ the Ǘity streets
ReȌotely Ǘoȍtrolled ǖy hard hip-hop ǖeats

—ICE, ࣮6 ’N THE MORNIN’ ࣯

ICE

BΘ late ࡵࡹࡺࡲ, a lot oǗ ǁats I ȍespeǁted iǷ the ǘaǶe Βeȍe ǘettiǷǘ kǷoǁked. Spike
Βas uǷdeȍ. Ouȍ hoǶie Al PatȍoǶe—kǷoΒǷ as Al P. oȍ TȍoǶe—Βas uǷdeȍ. SeaǷ
E. SeaǷ, Miǁhael Caȍteȍ, 0iǁ—like doǶiǷoes ǗalliǷǘ, I Βatǁhed all oǗ these
hoǶies ǘettiǷǘ loǁked up.

I didǷ’t stop hittiǷǘ liǁks ǀut, like I lateȍ told Spike, I ǗouǷd ǶΘselǗ ΒoȍkiǷǘ
Βith a skeletoǷ ǁȍeΒ.

I put toǘetheȍ this oǷe jeΒel ǀash at a Ƕall—I ǀȍouǘht ǘuΘs Βith Ƕe I’d ǷeΑeȍ
Βoȍked Βith ǀeǗoȍe. 2e pull out the haǶǶeȍs, sǶash the ǁase, aǷd ǘet all the
RoleΗes aǷd ǁhaiǷs Βe ǁaǷ ǁaȍȍΘ. But I’d laid out aǷ oǀstaǁle ǁouȍse to ǘet to the
G-ȍide. 2e’ȍe spȍiǷtiǷǘ, tuȍǷiǷǘ, aǷd eΑeȍΘ tiǶe Βe hit a ǁoȍǷeȍ, this oǷe dude
Ǘalls oǷ his ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ ass. He’s a ϯǷesseȍ—kǷoΒs hoΒ to take a tȍiǶ—ǀut
this is his ϯȍst jeΒel ǀash. I ǘlaǷǁe doΒǷ. IǷstead oǗ sǷeakeȍs, this dude has oǷ
Guǁǁi loaǗeȍs!

BΘ the tiǶe the ȍest oǗ us ǘet to the G, he’s ǷoΒheȍe to ǀe seeǷ. The ǘetaΒaΘ
dȍiΑeȍ’s ȍeΑΑiǷǘ the eǷǘiǷe, ȍeadΘ to ǀouǷǁe, ǀut I’Αe ǘot to ǘo ǀaǁk out lookiǷǘ
Ǘoȍ the dude. He’s stuǁk ǀeloΒ this little hill ǁoΑeȍed iǷ ǘȍass aǷd iΑΘ aǷd shit,



slippiǷǘ aǷd ǗalliǷǘ iǷ his ǗuǁkiǷǘ Guǁǁi loaǗeȍs. I liteȍallΘ Ƿeed to ǘȍaǀ his aȍǶ
aǷd help hiǶ Ƕake it up the hill.

2heǷ Βe ǘot hoǶe, Βe didǷ’t ΒaǷt to paΘ hiǶ his ǁut. ঐ8ou Ǘell like a
thousaǷd tiǶes, Ƿiǘǘa. Plus, Θou ǁaǶe ǀaǁk eǶptΘ-haǷded—Θou didǷ’t haΑe
shit ΒheǷ Θou ǘot to the ǁaȍ!঑

BetΒeeǷ tȍΘiǷǘ to hit liǁks Βith these thiȍd-stȍiǷǘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs, I Βas still
doiǷǘ ǶΘ thiǷǘ as aǷ MC at the Radio, aǷd theǷ I Βould ǘo haǷǘ Βith ǶΘ piǶp
aǷd hustleȍ ǗȍieǷds at CaȍoliǷa 2est oǷ CeǷtuȍΘ BouleΑaȍd. CaȍoliǷa 2est Βas
oǷe oǗ the ǗeΒ aǗteȍ-houȍs spots aȍouǷd. DidǷ’t ǁlose uǷtil ࡺ a.Ƕ. All the piǶps
aǷd plaΘeȍs Βould ǘo theȍe to ǁhill. AǗteȍ the Radio ǁȍoΒd thiǷǷed, I’d hop iǷ
ǶΘ Poȍsǁhe, ǘet to CaȍoliǷa 2est at 3 a.Ƕ. ȍiǘht as the sǁeǷe Βas ǘettiǷǘ ǘood.

OǷe Ƿiǘht I’Ƕ theȍe, haǷǘiǷǘ out, ǶaǁkiǷǘ to soǶe ǁhiǁks, aǷd I leaΑe ΒheǷ
it’s alȍeadΘ ǀȍiǘht ǶoȍǷiǷǘ. I’Ƕ iǷ ǶΘ Poȍsǁhe ࡵࡲࡺ, aǷd I stop at the liǘht at the
iǷteȍseǁtioǷ oǗ SlausoǷ aǷd 2est BouleΑaȍd. I’Ƕ eΗhausted aǷd I ΑaǘuelΘ
ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ halǗ doziǷǘ at that liǘht—ǗeeliǷǘ like iǗ I ǁaǷ just ǁlose ǶΘ eΘes Ǘoȍ a
seǁoǷd, I’ll ǀe ϯǷe to dȍiΑe hoǶe.

AǗteȍ that, eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ is a ǀlaǷk.
MΘ Ǘoot slipped oϦ the ǀȍake aǷd ǶΘ Poȍsǁhe ȍolled iǷto the iǷteȍseǁtioǷ. I

ǘot T-ǀoǷed, the Poȍsǁhe ϲipped aǷd ȍolled a ǗeΒ tiǶes. I didǷ’t haΑe ǶΘ seat
ǀelt oǷ ǀut soǶehoΒ ΒasǷ’t thȍoΒǷ ǁleaȍ—I Βas kǷoǁked iǷto the eǶptΘ
passeǷǘeȍ seat. The iǶpaǁt deǶolished the dȍiΑeȍ’s side, sǷapped the steeȍiǷǘ
Βheel ǁleaǷ oϦ.

BΘstaǷdeȍs thouǘht I Βas dead. The Βȍeǁk Βas so ǀad, it Βas iǷitiallΘ
ȍepoȍted iǷ the ǷeΒs as a ǗatalitΘ. The ǁaȍ Βas alǶost Ǘolded iǷ halǗ; I Βas
sluǶped theȍe iǷ the passeǷǘeȍ seat, ǀleediǷǘ pȍoǗuselΘ aǷd lookiǷǘ liǗeless.

I Βas uǷǁoǷsǁious iǷ L.A. CouǷtΘ Hospital Ǘoȍ oΑeȍ a daΘ. I had Ƿo ID oǷ
Ƕe. 2heǷ Θou’ȍe hustliǷǘ, Θou ǷeΑeȍ ǁaȍȍΘ aǷΘthiǷǘ Βith Θouȍ ȍeal ǷaǶe so Θou
ǁaǷ alΒaΘs ǘiΑe the ǁops aǷ alias. I didǷ’t eΑeǷ haΑe a Ǘake dȍiΑeȍ’s liǁeǷse. All I
had iǷ ǶΘ poǁket Βas a Ǘat kǷot oǗ ǁash.

The hospital aǷd the ǁops had Ƿo ǁlue Βho I Βas, so I Βas JohǷ Doe’d up iǷ
L.A. CouǷtΘ Hospital Ǘoȍ a loǷǘ tiǶe. CouǷtΘ is Ƿot a ǘood plaǁe to ǀe laid up.
2heǷ I ǁaǶe to, I Βas iǷ a ȍooǶ Βith aǀout teǷ people ǶoaǷiǷǘ, sǁȍeaǶiǷǘ. I
ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ ΒatǁhiǷǘ oǷe dude die ȍiǘht theȍe iǷ the ȍooǶ Βith Ƕe.



The doǁtoȍs aǷd Ƿuȍses ΒeȍeǷ’t eΗplaiǷiǷǘ aǷΘthiǷǘ to Ƕe. Oȍdeȍlies just
Βheel Θouȍ ass aȍouǷd oǷ ǘuȍǷeΘs. I Βas ǀaȍelΘ ǁoǷsǁious ǀut heaȍd aǷ E.R.
doǁtoȍ telliǷǘ a Ƿuȍse hoΒ luǁkΘ I Βas to haΑe pulled thȍouǘh. I had a ǀȍokeǷ
pelΑis, ǀȍokeǷ ȍiǀs, aǷd a Ǘȍaǁtuȍed ǗeǶuȍ. EΑeȍΘthiǷǘ oǷ the leǗt side oǗ ǶΘ ǀodΘ
Βas sǶashed.

The oǷlΘ thiǷǘ that saΑed Ƕe, the doǁtoȍ said, Βas the Ǘaǁt that I Βas ΘouǷǘ
aǷd healthΘ. I Βas stȍoǷǘ, didǷ’t dȍiǷk, didǷ’t sǶoke oȍ do dȍuǘs. IǗ I Βas Βeakeȍ
oȍ oldeȍ, iǗ I’d aǀused ǶΘ ǀodΘ, I’d haΑe died iǷ that Βȍeǁk.

At this staǘe oǗ ǶΘ liǗe, I Βas ǀasiǁallΘ a tȍaǷsieǷt hustleȍ. Foȍ Ƕost oǗ the
tiǶe siǷǁe I’d ǘotteǷ out oǗ the aȍǶΘ, I’d kept sǶall apaȍtǶeǷts—didǷ’t haΑe a
hoǶe oȍ ǗaǶilΘ iǷ L.A. I Βas the opposite oǗ Spike, Βho had a ǶoǶ aǷd dad aǷd
all kiǷds oǗ ǀȍotheȍs aǷd sisteȍs aǷd ǁousiǷs iǷ toΒǷ. That Βas oǷe oǗ the ȍeasoǷs
I ǷeΑeȍ ǘot ǁauǘht—iǗ Θou haΑe Ƿo ǗaǶilΘ ties to the ǁoǶǶuǷitΘ, iǗ Θou’ȍe alΒaΘs
usiǷǘ aliases, it’s ΑeȍΘ touǘh Ǘoȍ the ǁops to ϯǘuȍe out Βho Θou aȍe.

AǷd iǗ I didǷ’t see hoǶies Ǘoȍ a Βeek oȍ tΒo, it Βas Ƿo ǀiǘ deal. IǷ the aǘe
ǀeǗoȍe ǁell phoǷes, teΗt ǶessaǘiǷǘ, soǁial Ƕedia, people didǷ’t keep taǀs oǷ eaǁh
otheȍ’s Βheȍeaǀouts like theΘ do ǷoΒ.

2heǷ I Βas iǷ CouǷtΘ, it took a loǷǘ tiǶe Ǘoȍ aǷΘoǷe to ȍealize I Βas eΑeǷ
ǘoǷe. The people I speǷt the Ƕost tiǶe Βith Βeȍe plaΘeȍs aǷd hustleȍs I’d see iǷ
the ǁluǀs. TheΘ aǁt like theΘ loΑe Θou ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe all out paȍtΘiǷǘ, ǀut iǗ Θou
doǷ’t shoΒ up Ǘoȍ a ǗeΒ Βeeks, it’s Ƿot like theΘ ǘiΑe a Ǘuǁk.

I Βas so ǀadlΘ iǷjuȍed, I Ƿeeded ǁoǷstaǷt ǁΘǁles oǗ paiǷ ǶediǁatioǷ. I
ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ lΘiǷǘ theȍe aǷd oǷe aǗteȍǷooǷ the Ƿuȍse didǷ’t ǘiΑe Ƕe ǶΘ pills
duȍiǷǘ heȍ ȍouǷds. As iǗ a sΒitǁh had ǘoǷe oϦ, the paiǷ suddeǷlΘ kiǁked iǷ, aǷd
I ǁould Ǘeel eΑeȍΘ ǀȍokeǷ ǀoǷe, eΑeȍΘ ǀȍuise, eΑeȍΘ siǷǘle ǷeȍΑe eǷdiǷǘ. I Βas
sǁȍeaǶiǷǘ, kiǁkiǷǘ oΑeȍ tȍaΘs, ΒildiǷǘ out, ǀut the Ƿuȍse still ΒouldǷ’t ǘiΑe Ƕe
the Ƕeds. All theΘ did Βas Βheel Ƕe out iǷto the Ƕiddle oǗ the ϲooȍ so I
ǁouldǷ’t kiǁk aǷΘoǷe.

I thouǘht I Βas dΘiǷǘ. TheǷ, at the eǷd oǗ the Ǘouȍ houȍs, the Ƿuȍse ǁaǶe to
ϯǷd Ƕe sǁȍeaǶiǷǘ aǷd ϲailiǷǘ. FiǷallΘ, she ǘaΑe Ƕe ǶΘ pills. I ǘulped theǶ doΒǷ
aǷd iǷstaǷtlΘ Ǘelt ǶΘselǗ ǶeltiǷǘ aΒaΘ iǷto this euphoȍiǁ state.

I eǷded up lΘiǷǘ theȍe as a JohǷ Doe iǷ L.A. CouǷtΘ Ǘoȍ seΑeȍal Βeeks, uǷtil
SeaǷ E. Maǁ’s Ƕotheȍ ȍealized I Βas ǶissiǷǘ; soǶehoΒ oȍ otheȍ, she tȍaǁked Ƕe



doΒǷ. His ǶoǶs told eΑeȍΘoǷe at CouǷtΘ that I’d doǷe Ǘouȍ Θeaȍs oǗ ǶilitaȍΘ
seȍΑiǁe, aǷd just like that, theΘ put Ƕe iǷ aǷ aǶǀulaǷǁe aǷd tȍaǷsǗeȍȍed Ƕe to the
0eteȍaǷs AdǶiǷistȍatioǷ Hospital oΑeȍ iǷ 2estΒood. I had a pȍiΑate ȍooǶ aǷd
ǀetteȍ ǁaȍe aǷd ǁould ǀeǘiǷ to heal.

I Βas iǷ tȍaǁtioǷ Ǘoȍ teǷ stȍaiǘht Βeeks at the 0.A. Hospital. CoǶpletelΘ
iǶǶoǀile. 8ou lie theȍe teǷ Βeeks, Θou aiǷ’t ǘot shit to do ǀut ȍeϲeǁt oǷ Θouȍ
liǗe. I staȍted to Βeiǘh out all the thiǷǘs I ΒaǷted to aǁǁoǶplish aǷd all the thiǷǘs
I hadǷ’t doǷe.

Okay, ȌotherǭuǗker. Let’s say you died iȍ that iȍterseǗtioȍ. That ͏as your liǭe.
Be hoȍest ͏ith yourselǭ. You had t͏eȍty-se͎eȍ years oȍ this earth aȍd ͏hat the ǭuǗk
did you do ͏ith theȌ? Hit soȌe liǗks, stole soȌe je͏els, Ȍade a little paper, ǖouǮht
a PorsǗhe. BasiǗally, you aiȍ’t doȍe shit.

At the 0.A. Hospital, I’Ƕ ȍehaǀǀiǷǘ, tȍΘiǷǘ to Βalk oǷ ǁȍutǁhes, theǷ
liǶpiǷǘ doΒǷ the halls Βith a ǁaǷe, tȍΘiǷǘ to ϯǘuȍe out ǶΘ ǷeΗt ǶoΑe. Theȍe’s
Ƿo ΒaΘ I ǁaǷ ǘo ǀaǁk to ȍoǀǀiǷǘ jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes—at soǶe poiǷt duȍiǷǘ the
ǘetaΒaΘ Θou alΒaΘs Ƿeed to do soǶethiǷǘ athletiǁ oȍ aǁȍoǀatiǁ. SoǶe oǗ ouȍ
esǁapes Βeȍe alǶost like paȍkouȍ.

At the hospital, it daΒǷed oǷ Ƕe: Do Θou thiǷk Θou’ȍe that Ƕuǁh sǶaȍteȍ
thaǷ all the ǘuΘs Βho aȍe uǷdeȍ? 8ou’ȍe Ƿot sȌarter thaǷ theǶ—Θou’Αe just
ǀeeǷ luǗkier Ƿot to haΑe ǀeeǷ ǁauǘht. I kǷeΒ ǶΘ daΘs as a ǁȍiǶiǷal Βeȍe
ǷuǶǀeȍed iǷ loΒ diǘits. I had Ƿo illusioǷs: I alΒaΘs kǷeΒ the ǘaǶe had aǷ
eΗpiȍatioǷ date.

2hat Βeȍe ǶΘ optioǷs?
I hadǷ’t Ƕade aǷΘ ǶoǷeΘ Βith ǶΘ ȍappiǷǘ, ǀut I ǁould see Ƕusiǁ as a

possiǀle ΒaΘ out—a ǷeΒ laǷe to staΘ out oǗ jail. 2hat ȍeallΘ ǁhaǷǘed ǶΘ ǶiǷd
Βas ΒheǷ I ΒeǷt to see a RuǷ-DMC shoΒ iǷ L.A. TheΘ Βeȍe usiǷǘ laseȍs aǷd
shit aǷd I said, ঐ8o, this is like ȍoǁk ’Ƿ’ ȍoll. This is ǘoǷǷa ǀe ǀiǘǘeȍ thaǷ I
thouǘht.঑

2heǷ aǷ aȍtist takes it to aǷotheȍ leΑel, it lets eΑeȍΘ otheȍ aȍtist kǷoΒ that
theȍe is aǷotheȍ leΑel.

AǗteȍ ǀeiǷǘ ȍeleased ǗȍoǶ the 0.A. Hospital, I ȍealized I had to sΒitǁh up ǶΘ
hustle. I said, ঐI ǁaǷ’t hit liǁks Ƿo Ƕoȍe—I’Ƕ too ǀaǷǘed up. Let Ƕe tȍΘ to Ƕake
the tȍaǷsitioǷ. ReallΘ take this ȍap ǘaǶe seȍiouslΘ—as aǷ aȍt, as a ǀusiǷess, as a



ǁaȍeeȍ ǶoΑe. 2ho kǷoΒs? I Ƕiǘht Ƿot ǘet ȍiǁh doiǷǘ it, ǀut ǶaΘǀe this Ƕusiǁ
hustle Βill keep Ƕe out oǗ the peǷ.঑

SPIKE

WheǷ that old ǘȍaΘ ǀus pulls iǷto Soledad Noȍth, the Θaȍd is ǁoǶpletelΘ
ǗuǁkiǷǘ deseȍted. The sheeȍ Ǘaǁt that I doǷ’t see otheȍ iǷǶates aǷΘΒheȍe—just
those ǘuaȍds iǷ all that ǀodΘ aȍǶoȍ aǷd ǁaǶouϲaǘe ȍuǷǷiǷǘ toΒaȍd us Βith
ȍiϲes aǷd doǘs—I ǶeaǷ, Ǘoȍ a ΘouǷǘ Ƿiǘǘa, it’s eeȍie. I’Ƕ tiȍed as Ǘuǁk ǗȍoǶ that
loǷǘ-ass ȍide ǗȍoǶ the ǘuidaǷǁe ǁeǷteȍ iǷ ChiǷo. 2e ǘet oϦ the ǀus, ΒeaȍiǷǘ
oȍaǷǘe juǶpsuits, Βalk doΒǷ a sǶall ǁoȍȍidoȍ, aǷd theΘ ǘiΑe us soǶe ǀullshit
saǁk luǷǁhes—siǷǁe it’s loǁkdoΒǷ, ǷoǀodΘ’s leaΑiǷǘ theiȍ ǁell to eat.

Soledad is suǁh aǷ old pȍisoǷ that theΘ doǷ’t haΑe autoǶated dooȍs
ǁoǷtȍolled ǀΘ the toΒeȍ. TheΘ’Αe ǘot old tuȍǷkeΘs. Like soǶe shit Θou’d see iǷ a
ǀlaǁk-aǷd-Βhite ǶoΑie aǀout Alǁatȍaz. The ǘuaȍd leads Ƕe doΒǷ the tieȍ aǷd
uǷloǁks the ǘate aǷd I Ƕeet ǶΘ ǷeΒ ǁellǶate—a huǘe Blaǁk dude, oǷ sΒole, his
ǀaǁk as Βide as a ȍeǗȍiǘeȍatoȍ.

ঐ2hat’s up. MΘ ǷaǶe’s Spike, ǶaǷ.঑
ঐBiǘ GaȍΘ.঑
He tells Ƕe he’s ǗȍoǶ Bakeȍsϯeld, I tell hiǶ I’Ƕ ǗȍoǶ L.A., aǷd he

iǶǶediatelΘ ǀȍiǷǘs Ƕe up to speed oǷ the loǁkdoΒǷ. ঐ8eah, hoǶie, the Blaǁks
aǷd Βhites aȍe at it, ǶaǷ. Shit ǘot ǁȍazΘ. Dudes Βas ǘettiǷǘ staǀǀed all oΑeȍ the
Θaȍd.঑

I’Ƕ aǁǁliǶatiǷǘ ǶΘselǗ to doiǷǘ tiǶe heȍe iǷ Soledad—the Βheels iǷ ǶΘ
ǶiǷd aȍe spiǷǷiǷǘ, ǀeǁause I’Αe ǘot to leaȍǷ all this shit Ȍuiǁk, oǷ the ϲΘ.

EΑeȍΘthiǷǘ iǷside is ǀased oǷ Θouȍ ঐǁaȍ.঑ That’s Θouȍ ǘaǷǘ, Θouȍ
Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood, Θouȍ ȍaǁe. That’s Βho Θou liΑe aǷd die Βith. IǷ the stȍeets,
plaΘeȍs ǁaǷ ϲoat aǀoΑe all the ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ ǀeeǗs aǷd teȍȍitoȍial ǀouǷdaȍies. Like
Iǁe saΘs, plaΘeȍs like hiǶ aǷd Ƕe alǶost haΑe ঐdiploǶatiǁ iǶǶuǷitΘ.঑ EΑeǷ iǗ
Βe’ȍe iǷ eǷeǶΘ hoods, the ǘaǷǘsteȍs Βill ǘiΑe us a pass ǀeǁause theΘ kǷoΒ Βe
aiǷ’t set-tȍippiǷ’.



All that shit ǘoes out the ΒiǷdoΒ iǷ pȍisoǷ. IǗ Θou’ȍe ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs, Θou’ȍe iǷ
the 3ࡱs ǁaȍ. IǗ Θou’ȍe ǗȍoǶ the ࡱࡷs, Θou’ȍe iǷ the ࡱࡷs ǁaȍ. IǗ Θou’ȍe HooΑeȍ, Θou’ȍe
iǷ the HooΑeȍ ǁaȍ. It’s the saǶe Βith eΑeȍΘ Cȍip aǷd Blood set.

Fuǁk the stȍeets oǗ L.A. Βheȍe Θou Βeȍe a plaΘeȍ, ȍoǁkiǷǘ RoleΗes aǷd Louis
0uittoǷ, dȍiǷkiǷǘ DoǶ PeȍiǘǷoǷ at CaȍoliǷa 2est. OǷ the iǷside, theȍe’s Ƿo
distiǷǁtioǷ ǀetΒeeǷ plaΘeȍs aǷd ǘaǷǘsteȍs, aǷd Θou’Αe ǘot to adapt to this ǷeΒ
ǶeǷtalitΘ. 8ou’ȍe hittiǷǘ aǷ ideǷtitΘ ȍeset ǀuttoǷ. BehiǷd that Βall, Θou are Θouȍ
Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood. Peȍiod. AǷd aǀoΑe eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ else—alΒaΘs aǀoΑe eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ else
iǷ pȍisoǷ—Θou are Θouȍ ȍaǁe.

Beǁause oǗ ouȍ diϦeȍeǷt ǘaǷǘ sets aǷd alliaǷǁes, the Blaǁks aȍe split up, less
uǷiϯed thaǷ the HispaǷiǁs oȍ the Βhites. IǷ ǀiǘ pȍisoǷs, eaǁh ǘaǷǘ set has its
oΒǷ shot-ǁalleȍ. That’s the ǘuΘ Βe saΘ has the ঐkeΘs to the Θaȍd.঑

Thȍouǘhout CaliǗoȍǷia, it’s the HispaǷiǁs Βho haΑe the laȍǘest aǷd Ƕost
uǷiϯed oȍǘaǷizatioǷs iǷ pȍisoǷ. The MeΗiǁaǷs diΑided Θeaȍs aǘo iǷto dudes ǗȍoǶ
SoutheȍǷ CaliǗoȍǷia aǷd NoȍtheȍǷ CaliǗoȍǷia. Suȍeños aǷd Noȍteños. Most
tiǶes, theΘ ǁaǷ’t eΑeǷ ǀe oǷ the saǶe Θaȍd Βith eaǁh otheȍ. As a ȍaǁe, theΘ’ȍe
oȍǘaǷized aǷd disǁipliǷed like ǷoǀodΘ else. IǷ soǶe pȍisoǷs, I’Αe heaȍd HispaǷiǁs
at Ƿiǘht souǷdiǷǘ oϦ theiȍ oΒǷ ȍoll ǁall iǷ SpaǷish like a ǶilitaȍΘ uǷit.

Those ϯȍst ǗeΒ daΘs Βe’ȍe oǷ loǁkdoΒǷ, ǷoǀodΘ’s leaΑiǷǘ theiȍ ǁell aǷd the
oǷlΘ ǶoΑeǶeǷt alloΒed is ΒheǷ the poȍteȍs ǁoǶe sΒeep up the tieȍ. DuȍiǷǘ
loǁkdoΒǷ those poȍteȍs aȍe like a teleǘȍaph sΘsteǶ: ঐA ǀus just ǁaǶe iǷ; Βe ǘot
soǶe ǷeΒ ϯsh.঑ TheΘ’Αe ǘot oȍdeȍs to ȍepoȍt oǷ eΑeȍΘoǷe ǷeΒ Βho aȍȍiΑed aǷd
Βhat ǁaȍ theΘ ǀeloǷǘ to.

This oǷe poȍteȍ ǁoǶes lookiǷǘ iǷto ouȍ ǁell—Blaǁk dude, late tΒeǷties,
ǁaȍȍΘiǷǘ a ǀȍooǶ, ঐ2hat’s up, Biǘ GaȍΘ?঑ TheǷ he looks ǁloselΘ at Ƕe. ঐ2hat’s
up? 2heȍe Θou ǗȍoǶ, hoǶie?঑

ঐI’Ƕ ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs, hoǶie.঑
That’s all I Ƿeed to saΘ. I’Ƕ 3ࡱs. I’Ƕ HaȍleǶ. That’s ǶΘ ǁaȍ.
ঐ8ou ǘot hoǶies heȍe,঑ he saΘs. He staȍts ǷaǶiǷǘ theǶ oϦ, ǁeȍtaiǷ ȍeputaǀle

iǷdiΑiduals, liΑiǷǘ oǷ diϦeȍeǷt tieȍs.
TheǷ iǶǶediatelΘ he ǘoes doΒǷ aǷd tells these dudes ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs that I’Ƕ

heȍe. I’Ƕ still a ΘouǷǘ Ƿiǘǘa ǀut ǶΘ ǷaǶe ȍiǷǘs ǀells. AǷΘoǷe ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs
kǷoΒs Spike.



That’s the pȍotoǁol: iǗ Θou ǘot hoǶies oǷ the Θaȍd, theΘ’ȍe iǶǶediatelΘ
supposed to seǷd Θou soǶethiǷǘ. All Θou ǘet at oȍieǷtatioǷ is a ঐϯsh kit঑—a
sǶall toothǀȍush, tooth poΒdeȍ, oǷe ǀaȍ oǗ state soap, oǷe ȍoll oǗ toilet papeȍ,
aǷd soǶe loΒ-ǀudǘet-ass, diǷǘΘ, pȍe-ΒoȍǷ soǁks, T-shiȍts, aǷd uǷdeȍΒeaȍ all
ȍolled up iǷ a toΒel. DoesǷ’t take this poȍteȍ loǷǘ to ǁoǶe ǀaǁk aǷd saΘ, ঐTalked
to Θouȍ hoǶies, theΘ ǘoǷǷa ǘet at Θou, seǷd soǶethiǷǘ Θouȍ ΒaΘ.঑

SoǶe ǁats ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs kǷeΒ Ƕe. AǷd theȍe Βeȍe tΒo ǀȍotheȍs ǗȍoǶ the
HooΑeȍ Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood—JohǷǷΘ aǷd RaǷdΘ Paȍkeȍ—theΘ kǷeΒ Ƕe, too. Riǘht
Ȍuiǁk, the hoǶies seǷt Ƕe doΒǷ a T0 set, a ȍadio, ǀaǘs oǗ Ǘood, a Βhole ǀuǷǁh
oǗ shit. EΑeǷ duȍiǷǘ loǁkdoΒǷ, theΘ ǘot at Ƕe. JohǷǷΘ Paȍkeȍ Βas aǷ OG, Ƕuǁh
oldeȍ thaǷ Ƕe—he Βas ϯǗteeǷ Θeaȍs iǷto a liǗe seǷteǷǁe aǷd had the keΘs to the
HooΑeȍ ǁaȍ iǷ Soledad Noȍth Θaȍd.

AǗteȍ a ǗeΒ Ƕoȍe daΘs, the loǁkdoΒǷ eǷds. The adǶiǷistȍatioǷ ϯǘuȍes thiǷǘs
haΑe ǁalǶed doΒǷ aǷd it’s saǗe to let us all ǀaǁk iǷto populatioǷ. The ǘates ȍaǁk,
aǷd I Βalk out oǷto the tieȍ iǷ these ǗuǁkiǷǘ kaȍate shoes aǷd the saǶe ǀullshit-
ass juǶpsuit I ǘot iǷ the ǘuidaǷǁe ǁeǷteȍ iǷ ChiǷo. I’Ƕ ϯΗiǷǘ to ǘo thaǷk the
hoǶies Ǘoȍ seǷdiǷǘ Ƕe that paǁkaǘe.

At this poiǷt, I’Αe seeǷ a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǁȍazΘ shit iǷ the stȍeets oǗ L.A., ǀut I’Ƕ
aǀout to ǘet aǷ iǷtȍoduǁtioǷ to pȍisoǷ ΑioleǷǁe.

BehiǷd that Βall, Θou’ȍe dealiǷǘ Βith a Βhole diϦeȍeǷt ǶeǷtalitΘ—Θou’Αe ǘot
dudes doiǷǘ liǗe, Ƿo ǁhaǷǁe oǗ paȍole, ǀeiǷǘ seǷt oǷ ǶissioǷs to take out the
eǷeǶΘ.

IǷside, Θou’ȍe uǷdeȍ a ǷeΒ uǶǀȍella. It’s like Θou laǷded oǷ OkiǷaΒa aǷd
doǷ’t haΑe tiǶe to thiǷk aǀout ͏hy Θou’ȍe doiǷǘ shit—Θou’Αe ǘot to joiǷ iǷ aǷd
ϯǘht aloǷǘside Θouȍ people.

That ǶoȍǷiǷǘ ΒheǷ the ǘates ȍaǁk, I doǷ’t eΑeǷ ǘet halǗΒaΘ doΒǷ the
ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ tieȍ ǀeǗoȍe it juǶps oϦ. FiΑe Blaǁk dudes aȍe iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ Ƕe,
staǷdiǷǘ iǷ a ǁiȍǁle, just kiǁkiǷǘ it. SuddeǷlΘ, a shoȍt, skiǷǷΘ Βhite dude
appȍoaǁhes theǶ.

2heǷ I saΘ skiǷǷΘ, I ǶeaǷ he’s a ǗuǁkiǷǘ stȍiǷǘ ǀeaǷ. At Ƕost he Βeiǘhs a
ǀuǁk-thiȍtΘ. StaǷds ǶaΘǀe ϯΑe-ϯΑe. Neǁk aǷd ǗoȍeaȍǶs all tatted-up. BΘ the look
iǷ his eΘes—it’s alǶost like a tȍaǷǁe oȍ ΒhateΑeȍ—I kǷoΒ soǶethiǷǘ’s aǀout to



ǘo doΒǷ. This skiǷǷΘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ ȍuǷs iǷto the ǁiȍǁle oǗ ϯΑe dudes, oǷ a
ǶissioǷ. He pulls out aǷ iǁe piǁk aǷd staȍts diǘǘiǷǘ this Blaǁk dude’s ǁhest out.

As this dude’s ǘettiǷǘ staǀǀed ȍepeatedlΘ—at least Ǘouȍ oȍ ϯΑe tiǶes—his
hoǶies just ǀaǁk up, tȍΘiǷǘ Ƿot to ǘet staǀǀed theǶselΑes. That’s Ƿot the
pȍotoǁol—I kǷoΒ that ȍo͏, aǗteȍ ǁatǁhiǷǘ ǶΘ liǗe seǷteǷǁe. IǗ soǶeoǷe ǗȍoǶ
aǷotheȍ ȍaǁe attaǁks oǷe oǗ Θouȍ people, eΑeǷ iǗ Θou’ȍe uǷaȍǶed, Θ’all Ƿot
supposed to ȍetȍeat—Θ’all supposed to ǁlose ȍaǷks aǷd attaǁk that ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ!

But theΘ paȍted like the Red Sea, so the ΒhiteǀoΘ Βas Ǘȍee to Βail aΒaΘ Βith
the iǁepiǁk. He Ƕust haΑe staǀǀed the dude diȍeǁtlΘ iǷ the heaȍt oȍ the aoȍta
ǀeǁause ǀlood’s spuȍtiǷǘ out oǗ his ǁhest eΑeȍΘΒheȍe.

The ǁold paȍt aǀout it is, aǗteȍ he duǘ the dude’s ǁhest out, he didǷ’t eΑeǷ ruȍ
—he just tuȍǷed aǷd Βalked sloΒlΘ aΒaΘ.

ঐGet doΒǷ!঑
The poliǁe ȍaǁked it aǷd laid eΑeȍΘǀodΘ oǷ the ǘȍouǷd.
Baǁk to ǗuǁkiǷǘ loǁkdoΒǷ.
IǶaǘiǷe, it’s ǶΘ ϯȍst tiǶe ΒalkiǷǘ out oǗ ǶΘ ǁell at Soledad, aǷd I doǷ’t eΑeǷ

Ƕake it doΒǷ the tieȍ ΒheǷ I see this dude ǘettiǷǘ stuǁk ȍepeatedlΘ iǷ the ǁhest
Βith aǷ iǁepiǁk.

WelǗoȌe to the real ͏orld oǭ ȌotherǭuǗkers ha͎iȍǮ your ass the Ȍiȍute the
Ǯates raǗk.

That skiǷǷΘ ΒhiteǀoΘ Βas a toȍpedo, seǷt ǀΘ the shot-ǁalleȍ Ǘoȍ the AȍΘaǷs.
That’s like a kaǶikaze ǶissioǷ. IǗ he didǷ’t ǁaȍȍΘ out the hit, the saǶe seǷteǷǁe
Βould’Αe ǀeeǷ ǁaȍȍied out oǷ hiǶ.

That’s aǷotheȍ thiǷǘ Θou leaȍǷ Ǘast iǷside. Theȍe’s a lot oǗ hiǘh-leΑel ȍaǁe
politiǁs, espeǁiallΘ ΒheǷ Θou do tiǶe iǷ the pȍisoǷs iǷ ǷoȍtheȍǷ CaliǗoȍǷia. IǗ a
situatioǷ pops oϦ ǀetΒeeǷ the ȍaǁes, Θou’Αe ǘot OGs, ǘuΘs Βho aȍe like ϯΑe-staȍ
ǘeǷeȍals, issuiǷǘ ǁoǶǶaǷds. TheΘ Ƕiǘht Ƿot eΑeǷ ǀe oǷ Θouȍ Θaȍd—theΘ ǁould
ǀe loǁked up iǷ the Shoe iǷ PeliǁaǷ BaΘ—ǀut theΘ ǁaǷ still ǘet theiȍ oȍdeȍs out.
AǷd ΒheǷ theΘ seǷd Βoȍd oǷ hoΒ theΘ ΒaǷt the situatioǷ settled, Ƿo ȌuestioǷs
asked, those oȍdeȍs ǀetteȍ ǀe ǗolloΒed.

OǷ the iǷside, ΒheǷ it ǁoǶes to ȍaǁe politiǁs, it’s kill oȍ ǀe killed.



ICE

That’s oǷe thiǷǘ I keep heaȍiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ all the hoǶies iǷside: ঐIǁe, doǷ’t ǁoǶe to
this ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ, ǶaǷ. Steeȍ ǁleaȍ oǗ the peǷiteǷtiaȍΘ. 8ou ǘot Ƿiǘǘas heȍe tΘiǷǘ
ǀlue ȍaǘs aȍouǷd theiȍ heads eΑeȍΘ ǶoȍǷiǷǘ. Niǘǘas ǀaǷǘiǷǘ haȍd. 8ou ǘot ȍaǁe
ȍiots juǶpiǷǘ oϦ all the tiǶe. Niǘǘas iǷ heȍe doǷ’t kǷoΒ ǷothiǷ’ ’ǀout Ƿo DoǶ
PeȍiǘǷoǷ. TheΘ doǷ’t kǷoΒ ǷothiǷ’ ’ǀout Ƿo ϯlet ǶiǘǷoǷ. This aiǷ’t Ƿo plaǁe
Ǘoȍ a plaΘeȍ, Iǁe.঑

TΒo Βeeks aǗteȍ ǀeiǷǘ ȍeleased ǗȍoǶ the 0.A. Hospital, still oǷ the ǶeǷd, I
Βas ǀaǁk at CaȍoliǷa 2est, ǁhilliǷǘ Βith soǶe hoǶies, tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet ǀaǁk iǷ the
ǘȍooΑe. I didǷ’t eΑeǷ kǷoΒ theȍe Βas aǷ opeǷ Ƕiǁ ǁoǶpetitioǷ that Ƿiǘht Βith
Kuȍtis BloΒ as the judǘe.

MΘ hoǶies said, ঐIǁe, Θou should juǶp iǷ this ǁoǷtest, plaΘeȍ.঑ I Ƿodded, ǘot
up, took the Ƕiǁ, kiǁked soǶe ȍhΘǶes that Βeȍe ϲoatiǷǘ aȍouǷd iǷ ǶΘ head—
ȍeal iǶpȍoǶptu—aǷd ΒoǷ ϯȍst pȍize.

It Βas totallΘ uǷeΗpeǁted, aǷd I Ǘelt a suȍǘe oǗ selǗ-ǁoǷϯdeǷǁe iǗ a ȍespeǁted
ȍappeȍ like Kuȍtis BloΒ ǗȍoǶ NeΒ 8oȍk thouǘht I ǁould ǘet doΒǷ. The 2est
Coast Βas still ΑiȍǘiǷ teȍȍitoȍΘ—Βe didǷ’t haΑe ouȍ oΒǷ souǷd Θet, ǀut ǀit ǀΘ ǀit
I Βas ǶakiǷǘ ǶΘ ǷaǶe kǷoΒǷ. Besides the Radio, I used to ǘet oǷ the Ƕiǁ at
UǷǁle JaǶǶ’s AȍǶΘ. MΘ ǗȍieǷd Roǘeȍ Βas the pȍoǶoteȍ, the DJs Βeȍe EǘΘptiaǷ
LoΑeȍ aǷd Boǀǁat, aǷd Ǘoȍ a loǷǘ tiǶe I Βas the oǷlΘ ǁat theΘ’d let ȍap at UǷǁle
JaǶǶ’s. EǘΘptiaǷ LoΑeȍ Βould shout, ঐ2e ’ǀout to ǘo liΑe!঑ aǷd theǷ he’d plaΘ
the dȍuǶ ǶaǁhiǷe—he’d hold tΒo ȍeǁoȍds iǷ the aiȍ to let people kǷoΒ he
ΒasǷ’t spiǷǷiǷǘ—aǷd I’d ȍhΘǶe oΑeȍ the liΑe ǀȍeakǀeats.

I ΒasǷ’t ǀullshittiǷǘ Βith hip-hop aǷΘǶoȍe; I Βas ȍeallΘ ǁoǶǶitted, pushiǷǘ
to Ƕake pȍoǘȍess, take adΑaǷtaǘe oǗ ΒhateΑeȍ ǶoǶeǷtuǶ I had. I Ƕet this ǁat
ǷaǶed UǷkǷoΒǷ DJ ǗȍoǶ CoǶptoǷ Βho had his oΒǷ laǀel ǁalled TeǁhǷo
Hop. He lateȍ put out soǶe ȍeǁoȍds ǀΘ KiǷǘ T aǷd CoǶptoǷ’s Most 2aǷted. I
ΒaǷted hiǶ to Ƕake a ȍeǁoȍd Βith ǶΘ DJ EΑil E aǷd his ǀȍotheȍ HeǷ Gee, ǀut
UǷkǷoΒǷ said, ঐNah, Iǁe, I ΒaǷt Θou to Ƕake a ȍeǁoȍd Ǘoȍ Ƕe ϯȍst.঑

2e ΒeǷt iǷto his studio iǷ CoǶptoǷ aǷd I ȍeǁoȍded this siǷǘle ঐ8a DoǷ’t
Quit.঑ UǷkǷoΒǷ put the ȍeǁoȍd out oǷ his laǀel, it Βas aǷ uǷdeȍǘȍouǷd hit iǷ



L.A., aǷd a ǗeΒ ǶoǷths lateȍ he asked Ƕe Ǘoȍ a ǗolloΒ-up. So I Βȍote this ȍhΘǶe,
ঐDoǘ’Ƿ the 2aΗ.঑ Neitheȍ oǗ those ȍeǁoȍds aȍe ǁȍiǶe ȍhΘǶes; theΘ’ȍe Ƕoȍe iǷ the
stΘle oǗ NeΒ 8oȍk ȍappeȍs oǗ the tiǶe like Kool Moe Dee oȍ LL Cool J.

ঐDoǘ’Ƿ the 2aΗ঑ Ƿeeded a B side, aǷd as I Βas thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout Βhat to Βȍite,
ǶΘ ǀoΘ RaǷdΘ Maǁ saΘs, ঐTalk that ȍeal shit Θou ǀe talkiǷ’, Iǁe. Fuǁk that paȍtΘ
hip-hop—that aiǷ’t Θou, ǶaǷ. Talk that ȍeal ȍouǘh stȍeet shit.঑

I said, ঐNah, plaΘeȍ, ǷoǀodΘ ΒaǷts to heaȍ all that ǷeǘatiΑe shit.঑
But a ǁouple thiǷǘs happeǷed siǶultaǷeouslΘ that led Ƕe to Βȍite ঐࡷ ’N the

MoȍǷiǷ’.঑
Foȍ oǷe, I’d ǀeeǷ ȍeȍeadiǷǘ Iǁeǀeȍǘ SliǶ’s ǷoΑels Βhile ȍeǁoΑeȍiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ the

ǁaȍ aǁǁideǷt. AǷd it daΒǷed oǷ Ƕe: PiǶpiǷ’ aǷd hoeiǷ’ is as old as huǶaǷ
ǁiΑilizatioǷ. AǷd theȍe’Αe ǀeeǷ thousaǷds oǗ piǶps, ǀut people ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ the
ǷaǶe Iǁeǀeȍǘ SliǶ. 2hΘ? Beǁause he Βȍote his stoȍies doΒǷ. Moȍe thaǷ just a
piǶp, he Βas a ͏riter. He had the iǷsiǘht to doǁuǶeǷt the ǘaǶe.

I ϯǘuȍed, I’ll doǁuǶeǷt the stoȍies aǀout the ȍeal plaΘeȍs aǷd ǘaǷǘsteȍs iǷ
these stȍeets oǗ L.A. as I’Αe liΑed it aǷd seeǷ it.

The seǁoǷd thiǷǘ that happeǷed Βas that I heaȍd SǁhoollΘ D’s ȍeǁoȍd ঐPSK:
2hat Does It MeaǷ?঑ iǷ a ǁluǀ. I tuȍǷed to ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds aǷd said, ঐ8o, this shit is
so dusted!঑ It souǷded diϦeȍeǷt thaǷ aǷΘ pȍeΑious ȍap ȍeǁoȍd. Stȍipped doΒǷ,
just peȍǁussioǷ, heaΑΘ eǁho eϦeǁts, Αoǁal deliΑeȍΘ haȍd as Ǘuǁk. SǁhoollΘ D Βas
ΒȍitiǷǘ aǀout Paȍk Side Killeȍs, a PhillΘ ǘaǷǘ, ǀut he didǷ’t ǘet eΗpliǁit. ঐOǷe ǀΘ
oǷe I’Ƕ kǷoǁkiǷǘ Θou out঑ Βas the Ƕost ΑioleǷt thiǷǘ he said.

I took SǁhoollΘ D’s ȍhΘǶe ǁadeǷǁe aǷd Ƕolded it oǷto Iǁeǀeȍǘ SliǶ’s stΘle oǗ
ȍealistiǁ ǁȍiǶe stoȍΘtelliǷǘ aǷd ϯǷallΘ disǁoΑeȍed ǶΘ oΒǷ Αoiǁe. I Βȍote ঐࡷ ’N the
MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ ȌuiǁklΘ iǷ ǶΘ apaȍtǶeǷt Βith aǷ ࡹࡱࡹ dȍuǶ ǶaǁhiǷe. I ǁall the lΘȍiǁs
ঐǗaǁtioǷ.঑ It’s a ϯǁtioǷal adΑeǷtuȍe ǀased oǷ Ǘaǁtual eΗpeȍieǷǁes.

As I Βas sǁȍiǀǀliǷǘ the lΘȍiǁs oǷ loose-leaǗ papeȍ, I Βas thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout the
hoǶies—iǷ the stȍeets aǷd ǀehiǷd ǀaȍs. 2hat kiǷd oǗ stoȍies Βould theΘ
ǁoǷǷeǁt to?

Si͔ iȍ the Ȍorȍiȍ’ poliǗe at Ȍy door
Fresh Adidas sȢueak aǗross the ǖathrooȌ χoor
Out the ǖaǗk ͏iȍdo͏ I Ȍake Ȍy esǗape



Didȍ’t e͎eȍ Ǯet a ǗhaȍǗe to Ǯraǖ Ȍy old-sǗhool tape

Mad ͏ith ȍo ȌusiǗ ǖut happy ’Ǘause ǭree
Aȍd the streets to a player is the plaǗe to ǖe
Got a kȍot iȍ Ȍy poǗket ͏eiǮhiȍ’ at least a Ǯraȍd
Gold oȍ Ȍy ȍeǗk, Ȍy pistol’s Ǘlose at haȍd

I’Ȍ a selǭ-Ȍade Ȍoȍster oǭ the Ǘity streets
ReȌotely Ǘoȍtrolled ǖy hard hip-hop ǖeats
But just li͎iȍ’ iȍ the Ǘity is a serious task
Didȍ’t kȍo͏ ͏hat the Ǘops ͏aȍted
Didȍ’t ha͎e the tiȌe to ask
Word

I Βas ǗeeliǷǘ loose aǷd eΗpeȍiǶeǷtal Βith the ΒȍitiǷǘ aǷd ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ. The ǀeat
Βas ǶiǷiǶalist. NoǀodΘ had eΑeȍ used a sǁȍatǁh ǀȍeak oǷ a ȍeǁoȍd. NoǀodΘ had
eΑeȍ used suǁh eΗpliǁit lΘȍiǁs—I kept it hoǷest to the ΒaΘ Βe talked. TeǁhǷo Hop
Βas a totallΘ iǷdie laǀel, so it ΒasǷ’t like I Βas Βoȍȍied aǀout ǀeiǷǘ ǁeǷsoȍed.

The stoȍΘ’s aǀout a plaΘeȍ ȍuǷǷiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ the LAPD, haǷǘiǷǘ out iǷ the hood
—he eǷds up ǘettiǷǘ ǁauǘht Βith ǘuǷs aǷd ǘoiǷǘ to the peǷ Ǘoȍ seΑeǷ Θeaȍs.

BaǗk oȍ the streets aǭter fi͎e aȍd a deuǗe
Se͎eȍ years later, ǖut still had the juiǗe
My hoȌeǖoy Heȍ Gee put Ȍe up the traǗk
Told Ȍe E’s rolliȍǮ Villaiȍ
BJ’s Ǯot the saǗk
BruǗe is a Ǯiaȍt
Nat C’s ǗloǗkiȍǮ douǮh
Beǖop’s a piȌp
My old ǭreak’s a ho
The ǖatteriȍǮ raȌ’s rolliȍǮ
RoǗks are the thiȍǮ
Liǭe has ȍo ȌeaȍiȍǮ aȍd Ȍoȍey is kiȍǮ



I tossed iǷ the ǷaǶes oǗ the ȍeal hoǶies, the plaΘeȍs, the dȍuǘ dealeȍs. IǗ Θou
doǷ’t kǷoΒ Βho I’Ƕ talkiǷǘ aǀout, it’s just ȍaǷdoǶ ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǷaǶes aǷd Βoȍds.
But iǗ Θou Βeȍe ǗȍoǶ South CeǷtȍal, the stoȍΘ had a leΑel oǗ detail that Ƕade a
lot oǗ people sit up aǷd take Ƿotiǁe.

I shouted out BJ, oǷe oǗ ouȍ hoǶies ǗȍoǶ the ࡱࡵs Βho Βas selliǷǘ ǁoke. AǷd
Bȍuǁe RiǁhaȍdsoǷ, a ΘouǷǘeȍ ǗȍieǷd oǗ ǀoth Spike aǷd ǶiǷe, Βho’d ǀeǁoǶe a
Ǯiaȍt, a heaΑΘΒeiǘht iǷ the dȍuǘ ǘaǶe, ǘettiǷǘ kilos ǗȍoǶ a Βholesale ǁoǷǷeǁt.

I’Ƕ also ǘiΑiǷǘ Θou a little ǁȍiǶiǷoloǘΘ sǷapshot oǗ L.A. iǷ ࡷࡹࡺࡲ.
RoǗks are the thiȍǮ.
That’s Ƕe saΘiǷǘ the tȍaǷsitioǷ has happeǷed. 2e’Αe ǘoǷe ǗȍoǶ the eȍa oǗ

jeΒel ǀashes to the eȍa oǗ ǁȍaǁk. SelliǷǘ ȍoǁks is the ǷeΒest aǷd Ƕost luǁȍatiΑe
hustle.

Liǭe has ȍo ȌeaȍiȍǮ aȍd Ȍoȍey is kiȍǮ.
But Βith all that ǷeΒ dȍuǘ ǶoǷeΘ iǷ the hood, the stȍeets had ǀeǁoǶe a

killiǷǘ zoǷe.
LookiǷǘ ǀaǁk oǷ it ǷoΒ, ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ Βas all aǀout tȍaǷsitioǷs—

tȍaǷsitioǷs iǷ the ǘaǶe aǷd iǷ ǶΘ Ƕusiǁ.
I Βas sΒitǁhiǷǘ up ǶΘ lΘȍiǁal stΘle, ǀut I ΒasǷ’t eΗpeǁtiǷǘ the iǶpaǁt that oǷe

B side Βas ǘoiǷǘ to haΑe, that it Βould pȍettΘ Ƕuǁh tȍaǷsǗoȍǶ the hip-hop
souǷd oǗ the 2est Coast aǷd ǘiΑe ǀiȍth to aǷ eǷtiȍe ǘeǷȍe ǁalled ǘaǷǘsta ȍap.

SPIKE

I’ll ǷeΑeȍ Ǘoȍǘet ΒheǷ I ǘot the tape oǗ ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ iǷ Soledad. That soǷǘ
ǀleΒ ǶΘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ ǶiǷd, ǶaǷ! I listeǷed to it so ǶaǷΘ tiǶes iǷ ǶΘ ǁell I
daǶǷ Ƿeaȍ Βoȍe the ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁassette out.

2heǷ Θou’ȍe iǷ pȍisoǷ, aǷΘ ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷs to hoǶe, a phoǷe ǁall oȍ a letteȍ, is
like a liǗeliǷe. ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ Βas peȍsoǷal to Ƕe—to heaȍ Iǁe ȍappiǷǘ aǀout
all these ȍeal-liǗe ǁats iǷ ouȍ ǁiȍǁle: SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, Nat the Cat, Beǀop Bill, EΑil E,
HeǷ Gee, BJ, aǷd Bȍuǁe. AǷd he Βas doiǷǘ it a ΒaΘ that Θou ǁould Αisualize
eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ—the ΒaΘ he laid doΒǷ the Αeȍses, Θou ǁould ǁlose Θouȍ eΘes iǷ Θouȍ
ǁell aǷd iǶaǘiǷe ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ as a ǘaǷǘsteȍ ǶoΑie.



Iǁe Βas ǶakiǷǘ this tȍaǷsǗoȍǶatioǷ Βith his Ƕusiǁ; ǶeaǷΒhile, I Βas ǘoiǷǘ
thȍouǘh ǶΘ oΒǷ ǁhaǷǘes iǷ Soledad.

MΘ ǶiǷd Βas still ϲuǁtuatiǷǘ ǀetΒeeǷ ǶΘ ǷeΒ pȍisoǷ ȍealitΘ aǷd eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ
I’d leǗt ǀehiǷd oǷ the stȍeets. I had a ǀaǀΘ dauǘhteȍ Βith ǶΘ ǘiȍlǗȍieǷd iǷ
Bakeȍsϯeld. I Βas still a ΘouǷǘ ǘuΘ, plaǷǷiǷǘ to ǘo ǀaǁk to L.A. aǷd ǘet ǶΘ
hustle oǷ, ǀut Ƕost oǗ these ǁats I Βas haǷǘiǷǘ Βith iǷ Soledad Βeȍe liǗeȍs. TheΘ
Βeȍe ϯΗiǷǘ to die ǀehiǷd that Βall.

As sooǷ as the loǁkdoΒǷ eǷded, JohǷǷΘ Paȍkeȍ had Ƕe tȍaǷsǗeȍȍed to his ǁell.
His ǀȍotheȍ RaǷdΘ had just paȍoled out aǷd theȍe Βas aǷ opeǷ ǀed. As the
HooΑeȍ shot-ǁalleȍ, JohǷǷΘ Βas liΑiǷǘ like a Maϯa ǀoss: he ǁould ǘet all kiǷds oǗ
luΗuȍies, ǁoǷtȍaǀaǷd—pȍettΘ Ƕuǁh aǷΘthiǷǘ he ΒaǷted sǶuǘǘled iǷ ǗȍoǶ the
outside. AǷd he had ǁats iǷ the kitǁheǷ ǘettiǷǘ hiǶ eΗtȍa ǀeeǗ aǷd ǁhiǁkeǷ, so Βe
Βeȍe eatiǷǘ ǘood.

But aǗteȍ a ǗeΒ Βeeks Βith JohǷǷΘ, I ǘot tȍaǷsǗeȍȍed ǗȍoǶ Soledad Noȍth to
Soledad South. Theȍe, theΘ put Ƕe to Βoȍk iǷ the kitǁheǷ, aǷd that’s Βheȍe I
ȍeallΘ leaȍǷed aǀout the Βeiǘht pile.

Theȍe’s so Ƕuǁh stȍess iǷ pȍisoǷ, Ǘoȍ Ƕost dudes that Βeiǘht pile oǷ the Θaȍd
ǀeǁoǶes theiȍ Βhole eΗisteǷǁe. 2oȍkiǷǘ out ǀeǁoǶes the Ƕost iǶpoȍtaǷt thiǷǘ
iǷ the daΘ. It’s just aǀout the oǷlΘ thiǷǘ iǷ theiȍ liΑes theΘ ǁaǷ still ǁoǷtȍol. Like
eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ else iǷside, it’s seǘȍeǘated ǀΘ ȍaǁe—the Blaǁks oǷlΘ Βoȍk out Βith
Blaǁks, Βhites Βith Βhites, HispaǷiǁs Βith HispaǷiǁs.

I’Ƕ out oǷ the Θaȍd Ǘoȍ ǶΘ ȍeǁ tiǶe oǷe ǶoȍǷiǷǘ aǷd I see this little dude
Βho Βas like the kiǷǘ oǗ the Βeiǘht pile.

He Βas shoȍteȍ thaǷ eΑeȍΘ otheȍ dude oǷ the Θaȍd—ǶaΘǀe ϯΑe-tΒo oȍ ϯΑe-
thȍee—ǀut he Βas a ǶoǷsteȍ. He Βas killiȍǮ it oǷ that pile. He Βas puttiǷǘ up
Ƕoȍe Βeiǘht thaǷ ǘuΘs tΒiǁe his size.

CoǶe to ϯǷd out this dude’s ǷaǶe is JaǶo. Daȍk, Ƕid-thiȍties, looks like a
pit ǀull. He’s Βith the Blaǁk Gueȍilla FaǶilΘ, oǷe oǗ the old pȍisoǷ ǘaǷǘs ǗȍoǶ
the ࡱࡷࡺࡲs. He’s ǀeeǷ doΒǷ ǗoȍeΑeȍ; he’s doiǷǘ a liǗe seǷteǷǁe aǷd kǷoΒs he’s
ǷeΑeȍ ǁoǶiǷǘ hoǶe.

MΘ ϯȍst daΘ oǷ the Θaȍd, I’Ƕ staǷdiǷǘ theȍe, Ƿot ǀelieΑiǷǘ Βhat I’Ƕ seeiǷǘ.
JaǶo’s ǘot oΑeȍ ϯΑe huǷdȍed pouǷds oǷ the ǀeǷǁh. He loΒeȍs the ǀaȍ to his
ǁhest. Pauses the shit—I ǶeaǷ, to a ǁoǶplete stop, Ƿo ǀouǷǁiǷǘ—theǷ he’s



talkiǷǘ ǁalǶlΘ, Βith ǁȍazΘ ǁoǷϯdeǷǁe, just like I used to do iǷside a jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe
duȍiǷǘ a ǀash.

ঐNoΒ ǀaǁk up Ǘoȍ Θouȍ oΒǷ ǗuǁkiǷǘ saǗetΘ,঑ he saΘs, aǷd theǷ he ȍeps that
ϯΑe huǷdȍed pouǷds siΗ tiǶes like it’s ǷothiǷǘ.

The seǁoǷd oȍ thiȍd tiǶe I Βatǁhed JaǶo ΒoȍkiǷǘ out, a dude ǷaǶed Kiko
CoΗ iǷtȍoduǁed us. 2ith JaǶo, Θou Ƿeeded a peȍsoǷal iǷtȍoduǁtioǷ, ǀeǁause he
ΒouldǷ’t Ǘuǁk Βith just aǷΘǀodΘ. He Βas still uǷdeȍ the ǁoǷstitutioǷ oǗ the BGF
—had ǀeeǷ thȍouǘh deǁades oǗ pȍisoǷ Βaȍs—so he didǷ’t tȍust Ƕost dudes.

ঐ8ou ΒaǷǷa ǘet doΒǷ?঑ JaǶo asks Ƕe.
ঐMaǷ, I ǁaǷ’t ǘet up uǷdeȍ that shit!঑
I had ǀaseǀall stȍeǷǘth, I ǁould ǁȍush a Ǘastǀall, ǀut I’d ǷeΑeȍ ȍeallΘ Βoȍked

out Βith Βeiǘhts.
2eiǘhts oǷ the Θaȍd aȍe diϦeȍeǷt thaǷ Βeiǘhts iǷ a ǘΘǶ. 2e ǁall it ঐpiǘ iȍoǷ.঑

It’s ǀaȍe Ƕetal, old aǷd ȍusted, aǷd soǶethiǷǘ aǀout it—ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe uǷdeȍ it,
Θou Ǘeel all Θouȍ Βeak spots aǷd stiǁkiǷǘ poiǷts. LiǗtiǷǘ piǘ iȍoǷ ǘiΑes Θou a
diϦeȍeǷt kiǷd oǗ stȍeǷǘth.

JaǶo said to stȍip the ǀaȍ doΒǷ to tΒo Ȍuaȍteȍs Ǘoȍ Ƕe. That’s iȍoǷ-pile slaǷǘ,
aǷd I had to leaȍǷ it Ȍuiǁk. Those plates aȍe ǁalled Ȍuaȍteȍs—theΘ eaǁh Βeiǘh
aǀout tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe pouǷds, ǀut theΘ ǁould ǀe tΒeǷtΘ-seΑeǷ oȍ thiȍtΘ. 8ou ǷeΑeȍ
kǷoΒ; it’s ȍaΒ piǘ iȍoǷ, aǗteȍ all. AǷd iǷ the jaȍǘoǷ oǗ the iȍoǷ pile, Θou oǷlΘ talk
aǀout hoΒ ǶaǷΘ Ȍuaȍteȍs Θou’Αe ǘot oǷ oȍe side oǗ the ǀaȍ. ঐTΒo Ȍuaȍteȍs঑
ȍeallΘ ǶeaǷs I had Ǘouȍ plates oǷ the ǀaȍ. RouǘhlΘ oǷe-seΑeǷtΘ total. AǷd a ǘuΘ
like JaǶo Βho ǁould easilΘ ǀeǷǁh ঐteǷ Ȍuaȍteȍs঑ Βas puttiǷǘ up tΒeǷtΘ plates—
ΒaΘ oΑeȍ ϯΑe huǷdȍed ǗuǁkiǷǘ pouǷds Ǘoȍ ȍeps.

LookiǷǘ ǀaǁk oǷ it ǷoΒ, it’s ǁȍazΘ, ǀeǁause ΒheǷ I Βas doiǷǘ ǶΘ liǗe seǷteǷǁe
at the LeΑel I0 at Calipatȍia, I ǀeǁaǶe a ǶoǷsteȍ iǷ the Βeiǘht pile. I Βas
sȌuattiǷǘ oΑeȍ siΗ huǷdȍed pouǷds aǷd ǁoǶpetiǷǘ iǷ poΒeȍliǗtiǷǘ ǁoǷtests aǷd
all that shit. But iǷ Soledad, at aǘe ǷiǷeteeǷ, I ǁould ǀaȍelΘ eΑeǷ ǀeǷǁh that oǷe
huǷdȍed seΑeǷtΘ pouǷds.

I stood up ǗȍoǶ the ǀeǷǁh, all out oǗ ǀȍeath. ঐDaǶǷ, that shit Βas kiǷd oǗ
haȍd.঑

That saǶe aǶouǷt I Βas stȍuǘǘliǷǘ Βith, JaǶo adds siΗ oȍ seΑeǷ Ƕoȍe plates
oǷ eaǗh side. AǷd haǷdles it like it’s ǷothiǷǘ! PouǷd Ǘoȍ pouǷd, this is the



stȍoǷǘest dude I’Αe eΑeȍ seeǷ iǷ ǶΘ liǗe.
Ho͏ the ǭuǗk is that possiǖle? Ho͏’s he doiȍǮ it?
It Βas like ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe a kid aǷd Θou see a Ƕaǘiǁ tȍiǁk aǷd ǘet oǀsessed Βith

uǷdeȍstaǷdiǷǘ hoΒ the ǶaǘiǁiaǷ did it. It ǀeǁaǶe a ǁhalleǷǘe to Ƕe—aǷ
iǷtelleǁtual ǁhalleǷǘe—tȍΘiǷǘ to ϯǘuȍe out hoΒ JaǶo Βas aǀle to liǗt so Ƕuǁh
Βeiǘht.

He took Ƕe uǷdeȍ his ΒiǷǘ. He staȍted to tȍaiǷ Βith Ƕe. He ǁoȍȍeǁted ǶΘ
ǗoȍǶ. He tauǘht Ƕe aǀout stiǁkiǷǘ poiǷts. He ǘot Ƕe doiǷǘ diaǶoǷd push-ups,
ΒoȍkiǷǘ Βith duǶǀǀells to isolate speǁiϯǁ aȍeas, iǶpȍoΑiǷǘ the ǁooȍdiǷatioǷ
ǀetΒeeǷ ǶΘ shouldeȍs aǷd tȍiǁeps.

MaǷ, he Βas a Ƿo-ǷoǷseǷse ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ. JaǶo’s ȍoutiǷes Βeȍe so iǷteǷse,
the Βhole tiǶe Θou Βeȍe liǗtiǷǘ, Θou Βeȍe ǀuildiǷǘ up Θouȍ staǶiǷa, ǀeǁause he
kept the paǁe ȍeleǷtless. IǷ the ϯȍst teǷ ǶiǷutes, Θou Βeȍe ǀathed iǷ sΒeat,
ǘaspiǷǘ, tȍΘiǷǘ to keep up. But iǗ Θou ǁould haǷǘ Βith JaǶo iǷ the iȍoǷ pile,
Θouȍ ǁoǷditioǷiǷǘ iǶpȍoΑed iǶǶediatelΘ.

Foȍ ΒhateΑeȍ ȍeasoǷ, he took aǷ iǷteȍest iǷ teaǁhiǷǘ Ƕe, aǷd I staȍted seeiǷǘ
the ǁhaǷǘes ΒithiǷ Βeeks. Beǁause I Βas so ΘouǷǘ, ǶΘ ǀodΘ adapted Ǘast, ǶaǷ.
BeǗoȍe loǷǘ, I Βas ǘettiǷǘ stȍoǷǘ as Ǘuǁk. I ǷeΑeȍ ȍeaǁhed JaǶo’s leΑel, I ǁouldǷ’t
Ǘuǁk Βith ϯΑe huǷdȍed, ǀut I Βas ȍeppiǷǘ Ǘouȍ huǷdȍed oǷ the ǀeǷǁh ΒithiǷ the
Θeaȍ.

2oȍkiǷǘ iǷ the kitǁheǷ, I Βas ǘettiǷǘ pleǷtΘ oǗ pȍoteiǷ. AǷd ΒoȍkiǷǘ out
dailΘ Βith JaǶo, ǀΘ the tiǶe I paȍoled out, I’d paǁked oǷ aǀout thiȍtΘ oȍ ǗoȍtΘ
pouǷds oǗ Ƕusǁle. I Βas oǷ sΒole. Haiȍ iǷ jail ǀȍaids. I’d ǁhaǷǘed so Ƕuǁh that
ǁats ǀaǁk hoǶe didǷ’t eΑeǷ ȍeǁoǘǷize Ƕe.

NeΒs ǗȍoǶ the stȍeets tȍaΑels Ǘast up iǷto those peǷiteǷtiaȍies. Besides Iǁe’s
suǁǁess iǷ the ȍap ǘaǶe, the ǷaǶe I kept heaȍiǷǘ aǀout Βas Bȍuǁe RiǁhaȍdsoǷ. I
heaȍd Iǁe ȍappiǷǘ, ঐBȍuǁe is a ǘiaǷt,঑ ǀut didǷ’t ȍeallΘ uǷdeȍstaǷd uǷtil I saΒ it
Βith ǶΘ oΒǷ eΘes.

OǷe oǗ the last liǁks I hit ǀeǗoȍe ǘettiǷǘ loǁked up Βas the oǷe ΒheǷ Iǁe said,
ঐI aiǷ’t Βith it.঑ I eǷded up ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd JeϦ ǗȍoǶ SeΑeǷtΘ-SeΑeǷth Stȍeet.
JeϦ told his ΘouǷǘ ǁousiǷ Bȍuǁe RiǁhaȍdsoǷ. Bȍuǁe ΒasǷ’t a jeΒel thieǗ, ǀut he



ΒaǷted to ǘo oǷ a liǁk ǀeǁause he saΒ hoΒ Ƕuǁh ǶoǷeΘ JeϦ Βas ǶakiǷǘ Βith
Ƕe.

Bȍuǁe Βas aǀout seΑeǷteeǷ, still ǘoiǷǘ to CȍeǷshaΒ Hiǘh, plaΘiǷǘ ǀasketǀall.
He Βas a sǶall-tiǶe Βeed dealeȍ, hadǷ’t eΑeǷ ǘot iǷto the ǁoǁaiǷe ǘaǶe Θet. I
told hiǶ he ǁould ǁoǶe Βith us oǷ the liǁk iǗ he ǘot a G, ǀut ΒheǷ he shoΒed
up at JeϦ’s the ǷeΗt ǶoȍǷiǷǘ, he Βas iǷ his oΒǷ Βhip.

ঐAiǷ’t that Θouȍ ǁaȍ? I told Θou, hoǶie, Θou ǁaǷ’t hit Ƿo liǁk iǷ Θouȍ peȍsoǷal
ǁaȍ.঑

The ȍest oǗ us all had G-ȍides. But I didǷ’t haΑe tiǶe to eΗplaiǷ shit, Βe Βeȍe
oǷ a ǶissioǷ, oǷ the ǁloǁk. 2e leǗt JeϦ’s house, ǘot to the jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe, pulled
out the haǶǶeȍs, ǀusted the ǘlass, ǁaǶe ȍuǷǷiǷǘ out Βith the loot. I look ǀaǁk
iǷ the paȍkiǷǘ lot, I see Bȍuǁe staǷdiǷǘ theȍe ǷeΗt to his ǁaȍ.

He ΒaǷted to ǀe doΒǷ so ǀad that he ǗolloΒed us oǷ the liǁk. 2e ditǁh ouȍ
G-ȍides, aǷd aǷ houȍ lateȍ Βe’Αe ǘot the eȍtire jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe iǷside JeϦ’s
ǀedȍooǶ, piled up oǷ oǷe oǗ the ǀuǷk ǀeds. Bȍuǁe ǁaǶe iǷside aǷd Βas
ΒatǁhiǷǘ us all takiǷǘ a ǗeΒ peȍsoǷal pieǁes. I kiǷd oǗ sǁolded hiǶ aǘaiǷ:
ঐ8ouǷǘsteȍ, Θou ǗolloΒed us iǷ Θouȍ peȍsoǷal ǁaȍ. 8ou ǁould’Αe ǘot ǗuǁkiǷǘ
aȍȍested.঑ But siǷǁe he Βas JeϦ’s ǁousiǷ, I told hiǶ, ঐOǷ the stȍeǷǘth, ΘouǷǘsteȍ,
ǘo aǷd ǘet ΘouȍselǗ a ǗeΒ pieǁes.঑ He took a RoleΗ oȍ tΒo. ঐNeΗt tiǶe Βe ǘo oǷ a
liǁk, iǗ Θou doǷ’t paȍtiǁipate, Θou doǷ’t ǘet shit.঑

Bȍuǁe ǷeΑeȍ Ǘoȍǘot that.
Flash ǗoȍΒaȍd thȍee Θeaȍs. I paȍole out oǗ Soledad oǷ JulΘ ࡷࡹࡺࡲ ,ࡵ, aǷd ǘet

ǀaǁk to ǶΘ ǶoǶ’s house. I’Αe liteȍallΘ oǷlΘ ǀeeǷ hoǶe Ǘoȍ a ǗeΒ houȍs, haΑeǷ’t
eΑeǷ ǁheǁked iǷ Βith ǶΘ paȍole oϩǁeȍ, aǷd soǶeoǷe shoΒs up at the ǁȍiǀ. I
ǁoǶe out, see this tall liǘht-skiǷǷed ǀȍotheȍ iǷ a ΑeȍΘ eΗpeǷsiΑe suit aǷd tȍeǷǁh
ǁoat ǘettiǷǘ out oǗ a ǷeΒ ǀlaǁk Cadillaǁ.

BruǗe?
DaǶǷ, I ΒasǷ’t the oǷlΘ oǷe Βho’d ǁoǶpletelΘ tȍaǷsǗoȍǶed iǷ less thaǷ thȍee

Θeaȍs.
2e’ȍe huǘǘiǷǘ aǷd shit, ǀut I’Ƕ kiǷd oǗ duǶǀǗouǷded, ǀeǁause I ǷeΑeȍ oǷǁe

ǁalled oȍ Βȍote Bȍuǁe ΒheǷ I Βas iǷ pȍisoǷ. He sees that I doǷ’t haΑe aǷΘ deǁeǷt
ǁlothes, ǶΘ haiȍ’s iǷ these ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǀȍaids ǗȍoǶ Soledad, aǷd he takes Ƕe stȍaiǘht



to the BeΑeȍlΘ CeǷteȍ—speǷds aǀout $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡶ ǀuΘiǷǘ Ƕe soǶe ϲΘ ǷeΒ ǁlothes
aǷd shoes at diϦeȍeǷt stoȍes, theǷ ǘiΑes Ƕe $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡲ to put iǷ ǶΘ poǁket.

BeǗoȍe Βe paȍt ΒaΘs, he takes Ƕe to a Βell-kǷoΒǷ Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood ǁalled SiΗ
Deuǁe BȍiǶs. That’s Βheȍe Bȍuǁe ǘȍeΒ up, oǷ SiΗtΘ-FiǗth aǷd BudloǷǘ. IǷ the
tiǶe I’Αe ǀeeǷ ǘoǷe, he’s ǀouǘht ϯΑe houses oǷ the ǀloǁk Ǘoȍ his ǶoǶ aǷd the
ȍest oǗ his ǗaǶilΘ. Besides the Cadillaǁ, he had a BeǷtleΘ, a ’ࡸࡶ CheΑΘ Raǘtop, a
CoȍΑette. The stȍeet looked like a ǁaȍ shoΒ. I’Ƕ like, DaȌȍ, this youȍǮster is oȍ
his ǭeet.

Little did I ȍealize that Bȍuǁe Βas really oǷ his Ǘeet.
He saΘs, ঐGo out to the Βoodshed aǷd ǘet that papeȍ ǀaǘ aǷd put it iǷ the

Ǘȍeezeȍ.঑
I ǘȍaǀ the ǀaǘ—it’s ϯlled Βith eiǘht kilos oǗ ǁoǁaiǷe—aǷd ǀȍiǷǘ it iǷto the

kitǁheǷ. ঐ8o, I ǁaǷ’t ϯt aǷΘthiǷǘ else iǷ heȍe, ǶaǷ.঑ The Βhole Ǘȍeezeȍ Βas
alȍeadΘ paǁked Βith dozeǷs oǗ kilos oǗ ǁoǁaiǷe!

Bȍuǁe Ƕust haΑe doǷe a deal oΑeȍǷiǘht ǀeǁause he’s ǘot aǀout a ǶillioǷ iǷ
ǁash ǀuǷdled up oǷ the ǁouǷteȍ. He’s ǘot tΒo tȍiple-ǀeaǶ sǁales, aǷd I see
ȍesidue oǗ ǁoǁaiǷe oǷ the kitǁheǷ taǀle.

He haǷds Ƕe oǷe oǗ the kilos. ঐHeȍe, ǶaǷ, this is Ǘoȍ Θou to ǘet ǀaǁk oǷ Θouȍ
Ǘeet. 2heǷ Θou ǘet ȍid oǗ that, just ǘet ǀaǁk at Ƕe.঑

MΘ ǶiǷd is ǀloΒǷ. I’Ƕ a jeΒel thieǗ. I’Ƕ a takeȍ. I kǷoΒ hoΒ to plaǷ aǷd
eΗeǁute a jeΒel liǁk like a ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ.

I’Αe ǷeΑeȍ sold kilos oǗ ǁoǁaiǷe.
Still, I uǷdeȍstaǷd that Bȍuǁe is puttiǷǘ Ƕe oǷto the ǷeΒ ǘaǶe. EΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s

ǁookiǷǘ ǁȍaǁk, settiǷǘ up ȍoǁkhouses out oǗ state, aǷd ǶakiǷǘ ǁȍazΘ ǶoǷeΘ.
IǷ Soledad I heaȍd Iǁe ȍhΘǶiǷǘ aǀout this kid Bȍuǁe ǀeǁoǶiǷǘ a ǘiaǷt, saΘiǷǘ

ȍoǁks aȍe the thiǷǘ, ǀut ǷoΒ I’Ƕ aǁtuallΘ eȍteriȍǮ Bȍuǁe’s Βoȍld. Fȍesh out, ϯȍst
daΘ hoǶe, I Ǘeel like I’Ƕ liteȍallΘ liΑiǷǘ out the lΘȍiǁs oǗ ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’.঑

ICE

As plaΘeȍs Βe’ȍe supposed to look out Ǘoȍ eaǁh otheȍ. But oǷe oǗ the ǁoldest
thiǷǘs aǀout the ǘaǶe is that it’s aǁtuallΘ ΑeȍΘ rare that a plaΘeȍ Βill help aǷotheȍ



plaΘeȍ ǘet ǀaǁk oǷ his Ǘeet ΒheǷ he’s doΒǷ—espeǁiallΘ ΒheǷ a dude’s just ǁoǶe
hoǶe ǗȍoǶ pȍisoǷ.

That’s Βhat Ƕade Bȍuǁe RiǁhaȍdsoǷ a speǁial ǁat. He Βas ΑeȍΘ ǘeǷeȍous aǷd
ΑeȍΘ loΘal. EΑeȍΘǀodΘ iǷ ouȍ ǁiȍǁle loΑed Bȍuǁe.

Bȍuǁe Βas a ΘouǷǘ plaΘeȍ Βho ΒeǷt to CȍeǷshaΒ aǗteȍ Ƕe. ReallΘ sǶaȍt
dude, oǷe oǗ the ϯȍst plaΘeȍs to opeǷ up leǘit ǀusiǷesses iǷ the hood—ϯȍst he
had GeǷius Caȍ 2ash oǷ CȍeǷshaΒ, theǷ a ǀuǷǁh oǗ otheȍ ǀusiǷesses. He had
so Ƕuǁh ǶoǷeΘ ǁoǶiǷǘ iǷ, he Βas ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ ΒaΘs to ǁleaǷ it. 2heǷ
I Βȍote ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’, ঑ he Βas the oǷlΘ ǘuΘ ǗȍoǶ ouȍ aȍea Βho’d ȍiseǷ to
that top leΑel iǷ the ǁoǁaiǷe ǘaǶe.

Most oǗ us had ouȍ little dȍuǘ-selliǷǘ phase iǷ the Ƕid-’ࡱࡹs. NoǀodΘ ǘot as
laȍǘe as Bȍuǁe, ǀut alǶost all oǗ us ǘaΑe it a shot. I oǷlΘ tȍied oǷǁe. NeΑeȍ ȍe-
upped. I ǀouǘht soǶe ǁoǁaiǷe, aǀout halǗ a kilo. I split it up to soǶe ǗȍieǷds,
asked theǶ to sell it. But eΑeȍΘǀodΘ ǁaǶe ǀaǁk shoȍt. EΑeȍΘǀodΘ had aǷ eΗǁuse as
to ΒhΘ theΘ didǷ’t haΑe the ǶoǷeΘ theΘ Βeȍe supposed to haΑe Ǘoȍ Ƕe.

I ǀȍoke eΑeǷ oǷ the deal—I Ƕade ǶΘ iǷΑestǶeǷt ǀaǁk ǀut Ƿo pȍoϯt. I said,
ঐThis hustle aiǷ’t Ǘoȍ Ƕe.঑

See, iǗ Θou ǘiΑe out ǁoǁaiǷe to Θouȍ ǁȍeΒ, Θou’Αe ǘot to pȍessuȍe theǶ to paΘ
Θou ǀaǁk Βhat theΘ’ȍe supposed to. But hoΒ do Θou pȍessuȍe Θouȍ ǭrieȍds? HoΒ
do Θou put Ǘeaȍ iǷto hoǶies that Θou ǁaȍe aǀout?

SoǶe ǁats ǁaǷ do it, Ƿo pȍoǀleǶ. I ǁouldǷ’t. Plus, iǷ that ǁoǁaiǷe hustle, theȍe
Βeȍe too ǶaǷΘ ǶoΑiǷǘ paȍts—hittiǷǘ jeΒel liǁks Βas a lot Ƕoȍe stȍaiǘhtǗoȍΒaȍd.
But ǀΘ the tiǶe I did ǶΘ little ǁoke hustle, I Βas alȍeadΘ tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet out oǗ the
ǘaǶe, takiǷǘ ǶΘ Ƕusiǁ Ƕoȍe seȍiouslΘ. IǷ Ǘaǁt, I saΒ ǶΘselǗ pushiǷǘ a ǷeΒ
pȍoduǁt—dope Ƕusiǁ Βas the dȍuǘ I Βas sliǷǘiǷǘ. A ǗeΒ Θeaȍs lateȍ, iǷ ঐI’Ƕ 8ouȍ
Pusheȍ,঑ I laid it out, ǶetaphoȍiǁallΘ:

For this druǮ deal, I’Ȍ the ǖiǮ ͏heel
The dope I’Ȍ selliȍ’, you doȍ’t sȌoke, you ǭeel
Out oȍ the daȍǗe χoor, oȍ Ȍy ͏orld tour
I’Ȍ selliȍ’ dope iȍ eaǗh aȍd e͎ery reǗord store



GettiǷǘ out oǗ the ǘaǶe Βhile siǶultaǷeouslΘ doǗuȌeȍtiȍǮ the ǘaǶe Βas ǶΘ
laǷe. That Βas ǶΘ aΑeǷue to suǁǁess. ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ kiǁked oϦ a Βhole ǷeΒ
ǁhapteȍ Ǘoȍ Ƕe. No aiȍplaΘ, Ƿo pȍoǶotioǷ, just a B side, aǷd that ȍeǁoȍd ǀleΒ up
stȍiǁtlΘ oǷ Βoȍd oǗ Ƕouth. I didǷ’t eΑeǷ kǷoΒ the soǷǘ Βas a hit uǷtil I ǘot a ǁall
ǗȍoǶ the FillǶoȍe 2est up iǷ SaǷ FȍaǷǁisǁo. TheΘ said, ঐ2ould Θou ǁoǶe up to
do a ǁoǷǁeȍt?঑

ঐI oǷlΘ ǘot oǷe ǗuǁkiǷǘ soǷǘ.঑
ঐNah, theΘ ǗeeliǷ’ Θou up heȍe iǷ the BaΘ, Iǁe. TheΘ kǷoΒ all Θouȍ Ƕusiǁ.঑
ঐ2oȍd? OkaΘ, ǁool.঑
A ǗeΒ daΘs lateȍ, theΘ ǁall Ƕe ǀaǁk to ask aǀout ǀookiǷǘ aǷotheȍ ǁoǷǁeȍt.
ঐI’Ƕ alȍeadΘ doiǷǘ oǷe.঑
ঐThat sold out.঑
I’Ƕ like, Are you kiddiȍǮ Ȍe? Behiȍd ࣮6 ’N the Morȍiȍ’ ࣯ I sold out a sho͏?
That’s ΒheǷ I kǷeΒ I Βas oǷto soǶethiǷǘ, that I’d ǗouǷd ǶΘ Αoiǁe, that a lot

oǗ people ȍelated to the haȍdeȍ edǘe. It Βas so siǶple. I had to stop tȍΘiǷǘ to
souǷd like soǶeoǷe I ΒasǷ’t. Just Βȍite aǀout Βhat I kǷoΒ. I said, ঐIǗ theΘ like
these ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǘaǷǘsteȍ stoȍies, shit, I ǘot thousaǷds oǗ theǶ.঑

I Βas still the iǷ-house MC at the Radio, aǷd all these NeΒ 8oȍk hip-hop
aȍtists Βeȍe ǁoǶiǷǘ to the ǁluǀ to peȍǗoȍǶ. The tuȍǷiǷǘ poiǷt Ǘoȍ Ƕe Βas
ǶeetiǷǘ AǗȍika IslaǶ, the DJ Ǘoȍ the Roǁk SteadΘ CȍeΒ, aǷd GȍaǷdǶasteȍ Caz
oǗ the Cold Cȍush Bȍotheȍs, haǷds doΒǷ oǷe oǗ the ǘȍeatest lΘȍiǁists iǷ hip-hop
histoȍΘ.

AǗȍika IslaǶ Βas a ǀoss. I ǶeaǷ, dude had ǁlout. He Βas the pȍesideǷt oǗ the
UǷiΑeȍsal Zulu NatioǷ. To those oǗ us iǷ L.A. Βho kǷeΒ aǀout hip-hop, these
ǁats Βeȍe leǘeǷds.

2heǷ theΘ Ƕet Ƕe, ǀoth Caz aǷd IslaǶ Βeȍe tȍippiǷǘ oǷ hoΒ haȍd I Βas
pushiǷǘ to ǘet iǷto the Ƕusiǁ ǀusiǷess.

ঐ2hΘ the Ǘuǁk Θou ΒaǷǷa ȍap, ǶaǷ?঑ Caz said. ঐ8ou alȍeadΘ ǀalliǷ’!঑
HaǷǘiǷǘ out Βith Ƕe aǷd ǶΘ ǁȍeΒ, theΘ saΒ Βe had oǷ the ϲΘ desiǘǷeȍ ǁlothes,
RoleΗes, ȍope ǁhaiǷs, dȍoΑe Poȍsǁhes aǷd BeǷzes. The plaΘeȍs, piǶps, aǷd
hustleȍs oǗ L.A. Βeȍe pulliǷǘ iǷ ΒaΘ Ƕoȍe ǶoǷeΘ thaǷ aǷΘ ȍappeȍ iǷ those eaȍlΘ
daΘs oǗ hip-hop.



AǗȍika IslaǶ Βas ǗeeliǷǘ the stȍeet edǘiǷess oǗ ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ aǷd ΒaǷted
to help Ƕe ǘet it plaΘed iǷ NeΒ 8oȍk. But ǀeǁause I Βas ǗȍoǶ the 2est Coast, he
said dudes ǀaǁk East ΒeȍeǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ to ȍespeǁt the ȍeǁoȍd uǷtil theΘ saΒ Ƕe iǷ
peȍsoǷ. ঐ8ou ǘotta ǘet out to NeΒ 8oȍk, Iǁe.঑

I ǀouǘht ǶΘselǗ a ǁheap ϲiǘht to NeΒ 8oȍk. SooǷ as I touǁhed doΒǷ, IslaǶ
told Ƕe Βe Βeȍe ǘettiǷǘ soǶe ǘood eaȍlΘ ȍeaǁtioǷs to ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’.঑ It Βas
a diϦeȍeǷt-souǷdiǷǘ ȍeǁoȍd to NeΒ 8oȍk ǁats. IslaǶ iǷtȍoduǁed Ƕe to Red
Aleȍt, Chuǁk Chillout, aǷd Sǁott La Roǁk—thȍee oǗ the Ƕost iǷϲueǷtial hip-
hop DJs iǷ NeΒ 8oȍk. All oǗ theǶ staȍted to spiǷ ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ iǷ the
ǁluǀs aǷd paȍties. To heaȍ ǶΘ ȍeǁoȍd ǘettiǷǘ plaΘed at jaǶs iǷ the BȍoǷΗ—the
ǀiȍthplaǁe oǗ hip-hop—Βas a tȍip. OΑeȍǷiǘht, I had soǶe ǁȍediǀilitΘ Βith the
NeΒ 8oȍk hip-hop ǁats.

2hile he Βas out theȍe pushiǷǘ that ࡳࡲ-iǷǁh, IslaǶ Βas also tȍΘiǷǘ to set up a
ǁoǶpilatioǷ pȍojeǁt Βith Ƕe, Melle Mel, GȍaǷdǶasteȍ Caz, DoǷald D, aǷd
BȍoǷΗ StΘle Boǀ—oǷe oǗ IslaǶ’s uǷsiǘǷed MCs. 2e ȍeǁoȍded a ǁouple oǗ siǷǘles
iǷ NeΒ 8oȍk Ǘoȍ this sǶall laǀel ǁalled Posse Reǁoȍds—the ǘȍoup Βas ǁȍedited as
ঐAǗȍika & the Zulu KiǷǘs.঑ IslaǶ had a ǗȍieǷd ǷaǶed Ralph Coopeȍ II—his
Ǘatheȍ Βas a Βell-kǷoΒǷ aǁtoȍ Βho’d staȍted AǶateuȍ Niǘht at the Apollo
Theateȍ iǷ the ࡱ3ࡺࡲs—aǷd Ralph ΒaǷted to ǀȍiǷǘ the ǁoǶpilatioǷ pȍojeǁt to
SeΘǶouȍ SteiǷ at Siȍe Reǁoȍds.

But ΒheǷ it ǘot doΒǷ to the ǷittΘ-ǘȍittΘ, Ƕost oǗ these dudes alȍeadΘ had
ǁoǷtȍaǁtual oǀliǘatioǷs. Mel Βas oǷ Suǘaȍ Hill Reǁoȍds, Caz Βas oǷ TuϦ CitΘ,
DoǷald D Βas siǘǷed to 0iǷteȍtaiǷǶeǷt, aǷd BȍoǷΗ StΘle Boǀ hadǷ’t Ƕade aǷΘ
solo ȍeǁoȍds. I Βas the oǷlΘ ȍappeȍ out oǗ the ϯΑe oǗ us Βho had soǶe ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ
eΗpeȍieǷǁe aǷd didǷ’t haΑe a ǀall aǷd ǁhaiǷ oǗ leǘal papeȍΒoȍk tȍailiǷǘ ǀehiǷd
Ƕe to ǁoǶpliǁate the deal.

SeΘǶouȍ SteiǷ saΘs, ঐOkaΘ, ϯǷe, I’ll take Iǁe-T.঑
That’s the ǗuǷǷΘ paȍt: I ǀasiǁallΘ ǘot ǶΘ deal ǀΘ deǭault. I Βas the last MC

staǷdiǷǘ. Rap Ƕusiǁ Βas suǁh a ǷeΒ pheǷoǶeǷoǷ to SeΘǶouȍ SteiǷ, he didǷ’t
ǁoǷsideȍ that takiǷǘ Ƕe oǷ as a solo aȍtist Ƕiǘht ǀe a ȍiskΘ ǀet—I ǶeaǷ, Ƿo 2est
Coast MC had eΑeȍ ǀeeǷ siǘǷed to a Ƕajoȍ laǀel ǀeǗoȍe. Theȍe Βeȍe Ƿo staȍ
ȍappeȍs ǗȍoǶ the 2est—peȍiod.



NeΗt thiǷǘ I kǷoΒ, Ralph Coopeȍ II sets up a ǶeetiǷǘ Ǘoȍ us at the oϩǁes oǗ
Siȍe Reǁoȍds. Up to this poiǷt, I’Αe just ǀeeǷ ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ Ǘoȍ sǶall iǷdie laǀels,
ǶostlΘ selliǷǘ ȍeǁoȍds out oǗ ǶoǶ-aǷd-pop stoȍes. NoΒ Βe’ȍe tȍΘiǷǘ to ϯǷalize
aǷ alǀuǶ deal Βith the 2aȍǷeȍ Bȍos. eǶpiȍe.

SeΘǶouȍ SteiǷ is a ΑisioǷaȍΘ ǁat Βho siǘǷed the RaǶoǷes, the TalkiǷǘ Heads,
the PȍeteǷdeȍs, aǷd MadoǷǷa. I took the eleΑatoȍ up to the Siȍe oϩǁes Βith
IslaǶ, aǷd ΒheǷ Βe Βalked iǷto his oϩǁe, SeΘǶouȍ Βas ǀlastiǷǘ ǁalΘpso Ƕusiǁ
aǷd daǷǁiǷǘ aȍouǷd iǷ his soǁks. He told Ƕe he’d listeǷed ǁloselΘ to ǶΘ lΘȍiǁs
aǷd thouǘht I souǷded like Boǀ DΘlaǷ. That’s SeΘǶouȍ iǷ a Ƿutshell—he’s ȍeal
eǁleǁtiǁ iǷ his tastes aǷd sees ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷs that otheȍ people doǷ’t see. I said,
ঐCool.঑ I ǶeaǷ, oǗ ǁouȍse I diǘ DΘlaǷ. I alΒaΘs thouǘht ঐSuǀteȍȍaǷeaǷ
HoǶesiǁk Blues঑ Βas a ǘȍeat ǗuǁkiǷǘ ȍap ȍeǁoȍd.

SeΘǶouȍ oϦeȍed us a deal oǷ the spot. ঐI ΒaǷt Θou to Ƕake this alǀuǶ Ǘoȍ
Ƕe,঑ he saΘs. ঐI’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ to ǘiΑe Θou a ǗoȍtΘ-thousaǷd-dollaȍ adΑaǷǁe.঑ That Βas
the ǘȍeat paȍt aǀout ΒoȍkiǷǘ Βith SeΘǶouȍ as a ǀoss: he didǷ’t ΒaǷt to
ǶiǁȍoǶaǷaǘe the Βhole ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ pȍoǁess oȍ haΑe aǷ A&R ǘuΘ look oΑeȍ Θouȍ
shouldeȍ telliǷǘ Θou hoΒ to iǶpȍoΑe the tȍaǁks. He just ΒaǷted to ǗȍoǷt Θou the
ǶoǷeΘ: ঐGo Ƕake the ȍeǁoȍd you ΒaǷt to Ƕake.঑ IǗ Θou Βeȍe passioǷate aǀout
Θouȍ Ƕusiǁ, theǷ he’d ϯǘuȍe out hoΒ to pȍoǶote aǷd sell it. At the eǷd oǗ that
ϯȍst ǶeetiǷǘ, he peȍsoǷallΘ Βȍote out a ǁheǁk Ǘoȍ the eǷtiȍe ǀudǘet oǗ ǶΘ ϯȍst
alǀuǶ.

2e Βalked out oǗ his oϩǁe, ȍeadΘ to ǘet to Βoȍk. FoȍtΘ ǘȍaǷd Βas a tiǷΘ
ǀudǘet, eΑeǷ ǀaǁk iǷ ’ࡷࡹ. But AǗȍika IslaǶ aǷd Ƕe ΒeǷt stȍaiǘht out aǷd ǀouǘht
tΒo ǷeΒ dȍuǶ ǶaǁhiǷes. 2e Ƕade the Βhole oǗ RhyȌe Pays iǷ aǀout siΗ Βeeks
at Seǁȍet SouǷd studios iǷ MaǷhattaǷ. MiΗed the eǷtiȍe alǀuǶ iǷ oǷe Ƿiǘht—
Βith ȍo autoǶatioǷ.

Baǁk theǷ, alǀuǶ ǁoΑeȍs used to ǀe ǷeaȍlΘ as iǶpoȍtaǷt as the Ƕusiǁ itselǗ.
2e hiȍed GleǷ E. FȍiedǶaǷ to shoot ouȍs. GleǷ Βas the photoǘȍapheȍ Βho did
alǀuǶs Ǘoȍ the Beastie BoΘs aǷd LL Cool J—lateȍ oǷ, he did ǁoΑeȍs Ǘoȍ Puǀliǁ
EǷeǶΘ aǷd Sliǁk Riǁk. A toǷ oǗ ǁlassiǁ hip-hop ǁoΑeȍs. GleǷ ΒaǷted to haΑe a
SoutheȍǷ CaliǗoȍǷia Αiǀe, so Βe did a ǁoΑeȍ Βith palǶ tȍees, ǶΘ ǘiȍl iǷ a ǀikiǷi,
ǶΘ ȍed Poȍsǁhe Βith the top doΒǷ. At ϯȍst ǘlaǷǁe, Θou iǶǶediatelΘ ǘet that I’Ƕ
ȍepȍeseǷtiǷǘ L.A., Ƿot tȍΘiǷǘ to ǀe a ǁloǷe oǗ the estaǀlished NeΒ 8oȍk ȍappeȍs.



IǷ ǶΘ soǷǘ ঐSȌueeze the Tȍiǘǘeȍ,঑ I’Ƕ ǘiΑiǷǘ the ϯȍst autheǷtiǁ ΑieΒ oǗ Ȍy
ǁitΘ—Ƿot Maliǀu ǶaǷsioǷs aǷd pool paȍties iǷ BeΑeȍlΘ Hills. This Βas the ϲip
side to all the ǘlaǶouȍ people saΒ iǷ DaΑid Lee Roth’s ঐCaliǗoȍǷia Giȍls,঑ Βhiǁh
at the tiǶe Βas a ǀiǘ hit oǷ MT0. As ǁȍazΘ as it souǷds ǷoΒ, ΒheǷ I Ƕade that
alǀuǶ, a lot oǗ people didǷ’t eΑeǷ ȍealize L.A. had ǘaǷǘs!

Murder, iȍtriǮue, soȌeǖody Ȍust ǖleed
MiaǶi 0iǁe is sȌall-tiȌe, L.A.’s the ǖiǮ leaǮue
FroȌ the Rolliȍ’ 60s to the NiǗkersoȍ G’s
Pueǖlos, Grape Street, this is ͏hat I see
The JuȍǮle, the 30s, the V.N.G.
Liǭe iȍ L.A. aiȍ’t ȍo Ǘup oǭ tea

I had to tȍΘ to ȍepȍeseǷt the Βhole oǗ L.A.’s ǘaǷǘ ǁultuȍe. I had to ǀe ΑeȍΘ
stȍateǘiǁ so I ΒouldǷ’t haΑe ǀeeǗ. IǷ that Αeȍse I Ƕade suȍe to ǀouǷǁe ǀetΒeeǷ
Cȍip aǷd Blood Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhoods to keep a ǀalaǷǁe. That’s ΒhΘ I shout out
RolliǷ’ ࡱࡷs aǷd NiǁkeȍsoǷ GaȍdeǷs—Cȍip set aǷd Blood set. The JuǷǘle aǷd the
.s—Blood set aǷd Cȍip setࡱ3

It Βas a ǁalǁulated ȍisk, ǀut I Ƿeeded to take it iǗ I ΒaǷted the ȍeǁoȍd to ǀe
autheǷtiǁ aǷd ȍeϲeǁt ouȍ liΑes.

OǷ that ϯȍst alǀuǶ, I’Ƕ Ƿot tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘo toe to toe lΘȍiǁallΘ Βith the NeΒ
8oȍk heaΑΘΒeiǘhts like Melle Mel oȍ GȍaǷdǶasteȍ Caz. But I alȍeadΘ had
eǷouǘh ǁoǷϯdeǷǁe to kǷoΒ that ǶΘ ǁoǷteǷt Βas uǷiȌue. MΘ deliΑeȍΘ Βas
uǷiȌue.

Moȍe thaǷ aǷΘ otheȍ ȍappeȍ out theȍe, I Βas ΒilliǷǘ to push the eǷΑelope. I
had ǶΘ piǶpiǷ’ ȍaps, ǶΘ seΗ ȍaps, ǶΘ supeȍ-ΑioleǷt ǁȍiǶe ȍaps. I ȍapped aǀout
ReaǘaǷ aǷd IȍaǷ-CoǷtȍa, aǀout ȍaǁisǶ aǷd poliǁe ǀȍutalitΘ. I Βas usiǷǘ Ƕoȍe
pȍoǗaǷitΘ thaǷ aǷΘ ȍappeȍ had ǀeǗoȍe. That’s ΒhΘ RhyȌe Pays Βas the ϯȍst
alǀuǶ to ǘet slapped Βith a PaȍeǷtal AdΑisoȍΘ ΒaȍǷiǷǘ stiǁkeȍ Ǘoȍ eΗpliǁit
laǷǘuaǘe.

2heǷ I ǗouǷd out, I said, ঐGood! I doǷ’t ǘiΑe a Ǘuǁk!঑
I Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to ǀe the edǘiest, haȍdest-souǷdiǷǘ, Ƕost thouǘht-pȍoΑokiǷǘ

ȍappeȍ iǷ the ǘaǶe.



IǷ Ǘaǁt, ǀeǁause ǶΘ iǶaǘe Βas so ǀased oǷ ǁȍiǶe aǷd ΑioleǷǁe, that Βas the
ǶaiǷ ȌuestioǷ people had aǀout Ƕe: Could aǷ aȍtist ǀuild aǷ eǷtiȍe ǁaȍeeȍ oǷ
souǷdiǷǘ so daȍk aǷd ǷeǘatiΑe?



CHAPTER 4

THE SYNDICATE

My liǭe is ͎ioleȍt
But ͎ioleȍt is liǭe
PeaǗe is a dreaȌ
Reality is a kȍiǭe

—ICE, ࣮COLORS࣯

SPIKE

Foȍ Ƕost oǗ ࡷࡹࡺࡲ, Βhile Iǁe Βas oϦ iǷ NeΒ 8oȍk ǘettiǷǘ his deal aǷd ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ
RhyȌe Pays, I Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet ǶΘ ǁoǁaiǷe hustle oǷ. I didǷ’t haΑe a loǷǘ ȍuǷ iǷ
that ǘaǶe—oǷlΘ lasted seΑeǷ ǶoǷths ǀeǗoȍe I ǘot kǷoǁked.

The ϯȍst thiǷǘ I did Βas ȍeǁȍuit soǶe ΘouǷǘ hoǶies ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs to sell the
dope Ǘoȍ Ƕe. MΘ dauǘhteȍ’s Ƕotheȍ liΑes iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld—so I’Ƕ out theȍe a lot
aǷΘΒaΘ ΑisitiǷǘ heȍ aǷd ǀuΘiǷǘ heȍ ǁlothes aǷd thiǷǘs she Ƿeeds Ǘoȍ sǁhool.
Houses out theȍe aȍe a lot ǁheapeȍ thaǷ iǷ South CeǷtȍal, so I ȍeǷt Ǘouȍ plaǁes iǷ
Bakeȍsϯeld. I teaǁh these ΘouǷǘsteȍs hoΒ to ǁook that poΒdeȍ iǷto ǁȍaǁk, set up
the ȍoǁkhouses, aǷd it’s selliǷǘ Ǘast, so I staȍt to ȍe-up Βith Bȍuǁe. BeǗoȍe loǷǘ, I
ȍealize I Ƿeed to eΗpaǷd, to staȍt selliǷǘ soǶeplaǁe out oǗ state. I’d hit oǷe
suǁǁessǗul jeΒel liǁk iǷ OklahoǶa, so I dȍoΑe out theȍe aǷd set up a ǗeΒ
ȍoǁkhouses.

But like Iǁe saΘs, selliǷǘ ǁoǁaiǷe is diϦeȍeǷt thaǷ hittiǷǘ jeΒel liǁks; theȍe’s too
ǶaǷΘ ǶoΑiǷǘ paȍts iǷ that dȍuǘ hustle. 2e eǷded up haΑiǷǘ ǀeeǗ Βith a loǁal



ǘuΘ sliǷǘiǷǘ ǁȍaǁk iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld. See, iǷ plaǁes like Bakeȍsϯeld, theȍe’s alΒaΘs this
kiǷd oǗ jealousΘ Ǘaǁtoȍ iǗ theΘ kǷoΒ Θou’ȍe ǗȍoǶ L.A. It’s like, ঐThese L.A.
Ƿiǘǘas thiǷk theΘ ǀetteȍ thaǷ us.঑ 2ell, ǶaΘǀe Βe do. 2hateΑeȍ. This dude stole
Βoȍth oǗ dope oϦ us, ǘuǷs ǘot dȍaΒǷ, he did a dȍiΑe-ǀΘ, shot up oǷe oǗ ouȍ ࡱࡱࡷ$
ȍoǁkhouses. NoǀodΘ Βas hit ǀut the poliǁe shoΒed up, staȍted askiǷǘ a ǀuǷǁh oǗ
ȌuestioǷs, aǷd I tȍied to tell theǶ I Βas just soǶe dude ǗȍoǶ L.A. Βho ǘot lost
oǷ the hiǘhΒaΘ aǷd Βas askiǷǘ Ǘoȍ diȍeǁtioǷs. But oǷǁe theΘ ȍaǷ ǶΘ liǁeǷse
plates aǷd ǗouǷd out I Βas Ǘȍesh out oǷ paȍole, aǷ autoǶatiǁ hold ǘot put oǷ Ƕe
iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld.

The pȍoseǁutoȍ tȍied to hit Ƕe Βith a ǷeΒ dȍuǘ ǗeloǷΘ, ǀut I ǗouǷd a ǘood
deǗeǷse attoȍǷeΘ aǷd ǘaΑe hiǶ seΑeǷ ǘȍaǷd.

2heǷ Βe shoΒ up at ǁouȍt, he sǶiles. ঐI ΒeǷt to laΒ sǁhool Βith this judǘe.঑
TheΘ ǘo haΑe a pȍiΑate ǁoǷǗeȍeǷǁe aǷd Βe ǘet that ǗeloǷΘ disǶissed. But I still

had to do soǶe tiǶe Ǘoȍ the paȍole ΑiolatioǷ.
It Βas oǷlΘ ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe aǀout a Θeaȍ, ǀut I had to seȍΑe the ΑiolatioǷ ΒaΘ up iǷ

SusaǷΑille. That’s iǷ the Ƿoȍtheast paȍt oǗ the state, the Ƕost ȍeǶote pȍisoǷ theΘ
ǁaǷ seǷd Θou to. 2heǷ theΘ take Θou oǷ the ǀus to SusaǷΑille, Θou liteȍallΘ haΑe
to leaΑe the state, ǁȍoss iǷto NeΑada, ǘo thȍouǘh ReǷo, aǷd theǷ dip ǀaǁk iǷto
this ǶouǷtaiǷous paȍt oǗ CaliǗoȍǷia. IǗ Θou’ȍe aǷ L.A. dude like Ƕe, Θou Ƕiǘht
as Βell ǀe iǷ ǗuǁkiǷǘ Alaska. Dudes used to ǁall SusaǷΑille ঐLose-8ouȍ-Giȍl-
2oȍld঑ ǀeǁause eΑeǷ iǗ Θou’Αe ǘot a ǘood Ƕaȍȍiaǘe, a ǘood ȍelatioǷship, it’s suǁh
a loǷǘ-ass tȍip Ǘoȍ aǷΘoǷe to Ƕake, alǶost Ƿo oǷe ǘot Αisits.

The Θaȍd iǷ SusaǷΑille is oȍǘaǷized iǷto teǷ sepaȍate doȍǶ ǀuildiǷǘs Βith
aǀout thiȍtΘ ǀuǷks iǷ eaǁh oǷe. 2heǷ I Βas theȍe, SusaǷΑille Βas pȍedoǶiǷaǷtlΘ
a Noȍteño pȍisoǷ—theΘ pȍettΘ Ƕuǁh ȍaǷ the plaǁe—aǷd the Blaǁk populatioǷ
Βas ǶostlΘ Cȍips. 0eȍΘ ǗeΒ Bloods oǷ that Θaȍd. I ǘot theȍe iǷ FeǀȍuaȍΘ oǗ ࡸࡹࡺࡲ,
aǷd ǀΘ MaΘ, all ǗuǁkiǷǘ hell ǀȍoke loose ǀetΒeeǷ the HispaǷiǁs aǷd the Blaǁks.

BΘ this tiǶe, I ΒasǷ’t the ΘouǷǘ kid leaȍǷiǷǘ the ȍopes at Soledad. I had soǶe
authoȍitΘ up iǷ SusaǷΑille—Ƕe aǷd this ǁat ǷaǶed RoǶeo had the keΘs to the
.s ǁaȍࡱ3

The ȍiot popped oϦ oǷ CiǷǁo de MaΘo, ΒheǷ the pȍisoǷ alloΒed the
Noȍteños to haΑe a speǁial ǁeleǀȍatioǷ. TheΘ’d ȍoped oϦ paȍt oǗ the Θaȍd aǷd had



a liΑe Ƕaȍiaǁhi ǀaǷd. The Ǘootǀall ϯeld Βas paǁked. All the HispaǷiǁs Βeȍe
sittiǷǘ oǷ the ǘȍass iǷ a ǁiȍǁle, listeǷiǷǘ to the Ƕusiǁ.

SoǶe oǗ the Blaǁks Βeȍe upset ǀeǁause theΘ Ǘelt like the MeΗiǁaǷs Βeȍe
iǶposiǷǘ theiȍ ǁultuȍe oǷ eΑeȍΘoǷe. The T0 ǁhaǷǷels that daΘ Βeȍe all shoΒiǷǘ
MeΗiǁaǷ ǶoΑies. The Ƕeals Βeȍe MeΗiǁaǷ Ǘood.

Baǁk theǷ, the pȍisoǷ sΘsteǶ still used to alloΒ iǷǶates to haΑe ϲaǘs—ȍed
aǷd ǀlue ǀaǷdaǷǷas—aǷd ȍiǘht duȍiǷǘ the CiǷǁo de MaΘo ǁoǷǁeȍt, these thȍee
Cȍips ǗȍoǶ CoǶptoǷ tied ǀlue ȍaǘs aȍouǷd theiȍ heads. 2ithout ǘiΑiǷǘ aǷΘ oǗ
us a heads-up, just out oǗ aǷǘeȍ, oǷ iǶpulse, theΘ liǗted the ȍopes aǷd ǁȍossed
oΑeȍ to Βheȍe the Ƕaȍiaǁhi ǀaǷd Βas plaΘiǷǘ.

I’Ƕ oǷ the Βeiǘht pile, lookiǷǘ at this ǗȍoǶ a distaǷǁe, saΘiǷǘ, ঐOh shit! 2hat
the Ǘuǁk aȍe these Ƿiǘǘas doiǷ’?঑

IǷ pȍisoǷ oǷe oǗ the ϯȍst thiǷǘs Θou leaȍǷ is to ǘiΑe diϦeȍeǷt ȍaǁes theiȍ spaǁe.
OǷe oǗ these dudes is a Βell-kǷoΒǷ iǷdiΑidual ǗȍoǶ CoǶptoǷ, siΗ-Ǘoot-Ǘouȍ,

aȍǶs supeȍ sΒole—I’d ǀeeǷ oǷ the iȍoǷ pile Βith hiǶ aǷd he Βas a ǶoǷsteȍ. He
has tΒo ΘouǷǘsteȍs oǷ eitheȍ side, stȍolliǷǘ thȍouǘh the ǁiȍǁle oǗ a ǗeΒ huǷdȍed
HispaǷiǁs Βith a puȍpose, daǶǷ Ƿeaȍ ΒalkiǷǘ ȍiǘht thȍouǘh the Ƕaȍiaǁhi ǀaǷd.
As theΘ ǘet iǷto the heaȍt oǗ that ǁiȍǁle, theΘ staȍt thȍoΒiǷǘ theiȍ set up, saΘiǷǘ,
ঐFuǁk Θ’all! This is Cȍip!঑

All the HispaǷiǁs juǶped to theiȍ Ǘeet. IǷ uǷisoǷ. The Ƕusiǁ stopped.
SoǶehoΒ those Cȍips Ƕade it thȍouǘh the ǁiȍǁle Βithout ǘettiǷǘ attaǁked, ǀut
the teǷsioǷ Βas ǁȍazΘ. I ǶeaǷ, Noȍteños aȍe a seȍious eǷtitΘ iǷ pȍisoǷ—theΘ aȍe
deϯǷitelΘ Βith the ǀusiǷess.

All oǗ us oǷ the iȍoǷ pile aȍe staȍiǷǘ at eaǁh otheȍ. 2e kǷoΒ the Noȍteños
ǁaǷ’t let that ǘo. That’s the ultiǶate disȍespeǁt. It’s leΑel-teǷ disȍespeǁt. The
poliǁe iǷ the ǘuǷ toΒeȍs kǷoΒ it, too. TheΘ doǷ’t eΑeǷ Βait thiȍtΘ seǁoǷds. 8ou
iǶǶediatelΘ heaȍ the toΒeȍs ǘiΑiǷǘ the ǁoǶǶaǷd:

ঐ8aȍd ȍeǁall!঑
NeΗt thiǷǘ I’Ƕ eΗpeǁtiǷǘ to heaȍ is a ǘuǷshot—ǀeǁause a ǗeΒ Βeeks eaȍlieȍ, I

saΒ oǷe ΒhiteǀoΘ ǘet ǀloΒǷ aΒaΘ ǀΘ a ǘuaȍd Βith a MiǷi-ࡵࡲ ȍiϲe. He Βas tȍΘiǷǘ
to shaǷk a Blaǁk dude, theΘ shouted, ঐ8aȍd ȍeǁall!঑ the ΒhiteǀoΘ didǷ’t stop
staǀǀiǷǘ, aǷd oǷe poliǁe up iǷ the ǘuǷ toΒeȍ killed hiǶ Βith a siǷǘle shot
thȍouǘh the ǁhest. LeǗt aǷ eΗit ΒouǷd iǷ his ǀaǁk the size oǗ a ǁaǷtaloupe.



2heǷ it’s a Θaȍd ȍeǁall, eΑeȍΘǀodΘ has to ȍetuȍǷ to the doȍǶs iǷstaǷtlΘ. TheΘ
loǁk us iǷside. 2e kǷoΒ Βhat’s ϯΗiǷǘ to ǘo doΒǷ at ǷiǘhtǗall. 2e kǷoΒ the
HispaǷiǁs aȍe oȍǘaǷiziǷǘ theiȍ ȍespoǷse.

OǷe thiǷǘ I leaȍǷed aǀout the HispaǷiǁs iǷ pȍisoǷ: spoǷtaǷeitΘ is Ƿot theiȍ
ǘet-doΒǷ. 2heǷ theΘ ǶoΑe, theΘ ǶoΑe deliǀeȍatelΘ, like a paǁk oǗ lioǷs. AǷd
Θou ǁaǷ’t uǷdeȍestiǶate ǷoǀodΘ iǷ theiȍ ǁaȍ. Could ǀe a ϯǗtΘ-Θeaȍ-old ǶaǷ Βho
sits iǷ the ǁoȍǷeȍ all daΘ ȍeadiǷǘ his SpaǷish Biǀle, oȍ a sǁȍaΒǷΘ little dude Βho’s
ǷiǷetΘ pouǷds soakiǷǘ Βet—ΒheǷ the shot-ǁalleȍ saΘs ঐGo!঑ daǶǷ Ƿeaȍ ࡱࡱࡲ
peȍǁeǷt oǗ theǶ aȍe ȍeadΘ to ǘo.

2hat the thȍee Cȍips ǗȍoǶ CoǶptoǷ did Βas Ǘoul—Ƿo ȌuestioǷ. AǷd
pȍotoǁol saΘs it’s ouȍ joǀ to DP theǶ. MeaǷiǷǘ, as Cȍips, Βe deǁide hoΒ to
disǁipliǷe theǶ. It’s ǁalled ঐiǷ-house ǁleaǷiǷǘ.঑ 2e ǁould take theǶ iǷto the
ǀaǁk oǗ a doȍǶ aǷd saΘ, ঐ8o, Θou disȍespeǁted the pȍisoǷ politiǁs.঑ DepeǷdiǷǘ oǷ
the situatioǷ, dudes Ƕiǘht ǘet haǷds aǷd Ǘeet put oǷ theǶ, ǘet staǀǀed up, ȍolled
oϦ the Θaȍd.

OǷǁe Βe ǘet loǁked iǷto the doȍǶs, theȍe’s aǀout aǷ houȍ oǗ suspeǷse. IǷ
SusaǷΑille, like eΑeȍΘ otheȍ pȍisoǷ, the adǶiǷistȍatioǷ kǷoΒs Βho really ȍuǷs
shit. IǗ theȍe’s aǀout to ǀe a ȍaǁial situatioǷ, theΘ’ll let the shot-ǁalleȍs talk Ǘaǁe-
to-Ǘaǁe, iǷ opeǷ ΑieΒ, Βhile the poliǁe staǷd oϦ at a distaǷǁe, aǷd ǶaΘǀe theȍe’ll
ǀe a ȍesolutioǷ that aΑoids a Ǘull-oǷ Βaȍ.

TheΘ staȍt opeǷiǷǘ the doȍǶs aǷd lettiǷǘ out the Blaǁk dudes Βith iǷϲueǷǁe.
It’s Ƕe, ǶΘ hoǶie RoǶeo, oǷe HooΑeȍ, aǷd tΒo dudes ǗȍoǶ ࡱࡷs. No Bloods.
The adǶiǷistȍatioǷ kǷoΒs that this is a Cȍip Αeȍsus Noȍteño situatioǷ.

2e’ȍe staǷdiǷǘ iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ the Ǘootǀall ϯeld, aǷd the Noȍteño shot-ǁalleȍ
ǁoǶes ΒalkiǷǘ out Βith his lieuteǷaǷt. Theȍe’s a ΑeȍΘ distiǷǁtiΑe look to the
Noȍteños. A lot oǗ the Suȍeños keep theiȍ heads shaΑed, alǶost like skiǷheads,
ǀut the Noȍteños iǷ the ’ࡱࡹs used to haΑe loǷǘ haiȍ, usuallΘ iǷ poǷΘtails oȍ
Ƕullets.

This dude Βas aǀout thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe, had a ΑeȍΘ pȍoud Βalk, loǷǘ ǀlaǁk haiȍ,
haǷdleǀaȍ Ƕustaǁhe. I didǷ’t kǷoΒ his ǷaǶe oȍ his ǀaǁkǘȍouǷd, ǀut I kǷeΒ he
Βas Βith the ǀusiǷess. His lieuteǷaǷt Βas ΘouǷǘeȍ, ǀiǘǘeȍ, looked like a seȍious
dude, too.

TheΘ joiǷed us iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ the Ǘootǀall ϯeld.



ঐ2hat the Ǘuǁk Βas that?঑ the shot-ǁalleȍ saΘs. ঐ8ouȍ people disȍespeǁted us.
TheΘ ǘotta ǘet oϦ the Θaȍd!঑

He put his deǶaǷds oǷ the taǀle iǶǶediatelΘ. MΘ hoǶie RoǶeo saΘs, ঐ2ell,
Βait a ǶiǷute, ǶaǷ, Βe’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to holleȍ at theiȍ people.঑ MeaǷiǷǘ, Βe’ll staȍt
ouȍ pȍoǁess oǗ iǷΑestiǘatioǷ aǷd ǁoǶe to a judǘǶeǷt. No douǀt Βe haΑe to DP
theǶ. But hoΒ Βe do it, ΒheǷ Βe do it—that’s ouȍ deǁisioǷ, Ƿot the Noȍteños.

I alΒaΘs tȍΘ to talk Βith ȍespeǁt, iǷ the stȍeets aǷd iǷ pȍisoǷ. But I’Αe also
alΒaΘs ǀeeǷ the kiǷd oǗ dude Βho Βill ǁheǁk a ǀullΘ iǷ a ǶiǷute. AǷd I didǷ’t
like the Noȍteño shot-ǁalleȍ ǘiΑiǷǘ us aǷ ultiǶatuǶ. BeǗoȍe RoǶeo eΑeǷ
ϯǷished talkiǷǘ, I juǶped iǷto the ǁoǷΑeȍsatioǷ.

ঐCheǁk this out, ǶaǷ. Fiȍst oǗ all, Βe uǷdeȍstaǷd that Θou Ǘeel that soǶeǀodΘ
disȍespeǁted Θou. But ǷoΒ Θou’ȍe telliǷǘ us Βhat the Ǘuǁk to do. 8ou’ȍe telliǷǘ us
Βe ǘotta ȍoll up ouȍ people. DoǷ’t ȍoǖody outside ouȍ ȍaǁe tell us Βhat to do.঑

He’s staȍiǷǘ haȍd at Ƕe—I Ǘeel his eǷeȍǘΘ. I kǷoΒ this ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ is ȍe͎er
ǘoǷǷa ǀaǁk doΒǷ.

ঐ2e kǷoΒ Θou ǘuΘs aiǷ’t Ƿo puǷks,঑ I tell hiǶ, ঐǀut Βe aiǷ’t Ƿo puǷks,
eitheȍ. 2e kǷoΒ the pȍisoǷ politiǁs just like Θou kǷoΒ the pȍisoǷ politiǁs. 2e
deǁide hoΒ to DP ouȍ oΒǷ—঑

He ǁuts Ƕe oϦ. ঐNo, theΘ Ǯot to ǘo.঑
NoΒ I’Ƕ ǘettiǷǘ heated.
ঐ8ou ΒaǷt soǶeoǷe ȍolled oϦ this ǗuǁkiǷǘ Θaȍd? HoΒ ’ǀout this theǷ? 8ou

ΒaǷǷa ǘet doΒǷ Βith oǷe oǗ theǶ? PlaiǷ aǷd siǶple, Θou ǘet doΒǷ Βith oǷe oǗ
theǶ aǷd loseȍ ǘets ȍolled oϦ this Θaȍd?঑

His lieuteǷaǷt to the side oǗ hiǶ leaǷs iǷ ǁlose, saΘiǷǘ, ঐBiǘ hoǶie, I’ll ϯǘht
ΒhoeΑeȍ.঑

ঐOh, he ΒaǷts to take oǷ the ǁhalleǷǘe? He ΒaǷts to take oǷ Θouȍ Ǘade?঑ I
Βalk oΑeȍ to the doȍǶs Βheȍe a ǁouple oǗ these CoǶptoǷ Cȍips Βeȍe at. ঐ8o, ǘet
the dooȍs opeǷ!঑ I’Ƕ telliǷǘ the poliǁe to let oǷe oǗ the CoǶptoǷ dudes out. But
theΘ ΒoǷ’t opeǷ the dooȍs.

NothiǷǘ ǘot ȍesolΑed iǷ that ǶeetiǷǘ. HoǷestlΘ, all I did Βas thȍoΒ Ƕoȍe
ǘasoliǷe oǷ the ϯȍe. But heȍe’s the thiǷǘ: theiȍ shot-ǁalleȍ Βas ǘiΑiǷǘ us oȍdeȍs to
ȍoll up ouȍ oΒǷ people—aǷd Θou ǁaǷ’t let that pass iǷ pȍisoǷ. Ne͎er. No ȍaǁe
ǁaǷ tell aǷotheȍ ȍaǁe hoΒ to disǁipliǷe its oΒǷ.



OǷǁe the ǘuaȍds ǁoǶe aȍouǷd to do the ǁouǷt at ࡺ p.Ƕ., loǁkiǷǘ us iǷ the
doȍǶs, it’s ϯΗiǷǘ to ǘo doΒǷ. EΑeȍΘoǷe iǷ the eǷtiȍe pȍisoǷ kǷoΒs this is aǀout
to ǘet uǘlΘ. All teǷ doȍǶs haΑe a ǶiΗtuȍe oǗ Blaǁks, Βhites, aǷd HispaǷiǁs, aǷd
theȍe’s Ƿo poliǁe iǷ theȍe Βith us at Ƿiǘht.

Those oǗ us Βith the keΘs to ouȍ Αaȍious ǁaȍs seǷd out the Βoȍd—doesǷ’t
Ƕatteȍ iǗ Θou’ȍe Cȍip, Blood, oȍ just a ǁiΑiliaǷ.

I told ǶΘ people: ঐIǗ Θou’ȍe Blaǁk, Θou’ȍe ϯΗiǷǘ to ǘet haǷds aǷd Ǘeet put oǷ
Θou toǷiǘht. Make suȍe Θou ǘet iǷto ǀed Βith Θouȍ ǀoots aǷd Θouȍ ΒeiǘhtliǗtiǷǘ
ǘloΑes oǷ. Get Θou soǶe steel, a saȍdiǷe ǁaǷ, a shaȍpeǷed toothǀȍush—ΒhateΑeȍ
it is Θou Ƿeed to ǘo iǷto ǀattle.঑

2e oǷlΘ had aǀout siΗ HispaǷiǁs iǷ ǶΘ doȍǶ, aǷd ΒheǷ theΘ saΒ Ƕe aǷd the
hoǶies shaȍpeǷiǷǘ ouȍ shit, ǘettiǷǘ ȍeadΘ Ǘoȍ Βaȍ, theΘ all ǘȍaǀǀed theiȍ
ǀeloǷǘiǷǘs aǷd asked to ǀe let out oǗ the ǀuildiǷǘ. This Βas happeǷiǷǘ iǷ all the
doȍǶs; aǷΘoǷe Βho didǷ’t ΒaǷt paȍt oǗ the ϯǘht Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to leaΑe. The
adǶiǷistȍatioǷ Βas lettiǷǘ dozeǷs oǗ dudes iǷto the pȍoǘȍaǶs oϩǁe Ǘoȍ theiȍ
oΒǷ saǗetΘ.

2heǷ it ǁoǶes to ȍaǁe Βaȍs iǷ pȍisoǷ, I’Αe leaȍǷed oǷe thiǷǘ: size doǷ’t ǶeaǷ
shit. SoǶe oǗ the ǀiǘǘest, ǶeaǷest-lookiǷǘ dudes Βill ǀe the ϯȍst to PC up—ask
Ǘoȍ pȍoteǁtiΑe ǁustodΘ. IǷ Ǘaǁt, I look out the ΒiǷdoΒ aǷd see this saǶe siΗ-Ǘoot-
Ǘouȍ CoǶptoǷ Cȍip Βho iǷstiǘated the Βhole shit ǀΘ ΒalkiǷǘ thȍouǘh the
CiǷǁo de MaΘo ǁoǷǁeȍt, this ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ Βho Βas ǀiǘ aǷd stȍoǷǘ eǷouǘh to
sǷatǁh aǷ eǷǘiǷe out oǗ a ǁaȍ, aǷd he’s ΒalkiǷǘ aǁȍoss the Θaȍd to the pȍoǘȍaǶs
oϩǁe to PC up. The saǶe dude Βho said, ঐFuǁk Θ’all! This is Cȍip!঑ didǷ’t ΒaǷt
Ƿo paȍt oǗ the dȍaǶa aǷd asked Ǘoȍ ad-seǘ, adǶiǷistȍatiΑe seǘȍeǘatioǷ.

ঐAiǷ’t that soǶe shit?঑ I saΘ to RoǶeo.
The poliǁe do the ǷiǷe o’ǁloǁk ǁouǷt. TheǷ, oǷǁe Βe’ȍe all loǁked iǷ Ǘoȍ the

Ƿiǘht, soǶe hoȍȍiϯǁ shit juǶps oϦ.
IǶǶediatelΘ, Θou staȍt heaȍiǷǘ sǁȍeaǶs ǗȍoǶ iǷside ǷeaȍlΘ eΑeȍΘ doȍǶ

ǀuildiǷǘ.
SusaǷΑille’s loǁated iǷ a little ΑalleΘ suȍȍouǷded ǀΘ ǶouǷtaiǷs aǷd all Θou ǁaǷ

heaȍ is these eǁhoes oǗ sǁȍeaǶs ȍolliǷǘ thȍouǘh. GuΘs ǘettiǷǘ stuǁk iǷ the ǁhest
aǷd ǘut. GuΘs ǘettiǷǘ theiȍ Ǘaǁes aǷd thȍoats slashed. The Noȍteños kǷoǁked out
oǷe Blaǁk dude, stoǶped hiǶ uǷǁoǷsǁious, theǷ theΘ took a ǀȍokeǷ ǀȍooǶstiǁk



aǷd used it like a speaȍ. Stuǁk hiǶ thȍouǘh his ǁhest all the ΒaΘ thȍouǘh his
ǀaǁk. He ǘot ȍaǷ thȍouǘh like a shish keǀaǀ.

Outside theȍe’s this Βhite ΑaǷ Βe ǁall the ঐǶeat ΒaǘoǷ,঑ takiǷǘ people out to
ǘet eǶeȍǘeǷǁΘ tȍeatǶeǷt all Ƿiǘht. At least tΒeǷtΘ people ΒiǷd up ǘettiǷǘ takeǷ
aΒaΘ Ǘoȍ liǗe-thȍeateǷiǷǘ ΒouǷds. The dude that ǘot iǶpaled oǷ the ǀȍooǶstiǁk
had to ǀe aiȍliǗted oϦ the Θaȍd ǀΘ heliǁopteȍ.

Poliǁe aȍe stȍeaǶiǷǘ iǷ ǗȍoǶ all kiǷds oǗ otheȍ Θaȍds, ΒeaȍiǷǘ ȍiot ǘeaȍ, usiǷǘ
peppeȍ spȍaΘ aǷd peȍǁussioǷ ǀoǶǀs. TheΘ ǁaǷ’t ǁoǷtaiǷ the Βaȍ, so theΘ Ƕake
eΑeȍΘ siǷǘle oǷe oǗ us ǘo outside, stȍipped doΒǷ to ouȍ ǀoΗeȍs. TheΘ laΘ us ϲat
oǷ ouȍ stoǶaǁhs Βith ouȍ haǷds ǀehiǷd ouȍ ǀaǁks aǷd zip ties oǷ ouȍ Βȍists. It
ǘets so ǁold up theȍe iǷ those ǶouǷtaiǷs that eΑeǷ iǷ MaΘ theȍe’s sǷoΒ oǷ the
ǘȍouǷd—Ǘoȍ houȍs, Βe’ȍe lΘiǷǘ theȍe ǗȍeeziǷǘ ouȍ asses oϦ iǷ just ouȍ ǀoΗeȍs
uǷtil the poliǁe ȍeǘaiǷ ǁoǷtȍol oǗ the Θaȍd.

The Noȍteños ǘot the ǀetteȍ oǗ us—iǷ teȍǶs oǗ ǁasualties. TheΘ had the
ǷuǶǀeȍs oǷ the Θaȍd, aǷd theΘ had the Ƕoȍe disǁipliǷed oȍǘaǷizatioǷ.

The saddest paȍt Βas kǷoΒiǷǘ that lot oǗ Blaǁk dudes Βho ΒeȍeǷ’t Cȍips—
ǘuΘs Βho ΒeȍeǷ’t eΑeǷ ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ—ǘot staǀǀed up aǷd sǁaȍȍed Ǘoȍ liǗe. 2heǷ
a Βaȍ like that juǶps oϦ, Θou’ȍe Ƿot oǷlΘ ǘuiltΘ ǀΘ assoǁiatioǷ, Θou’ȍe ǘuiltΘ
siǶplΘ ǀΘ ȍaǁe.

The ǷeΗt daΘ the poliǁe lauǷǁhed a Ƕajoȍ iǷΑestiǘatioǷ. It ΒeǷt up to the
hiǘhest leΑels iǷ SaǁȍaǶeǷto. TheΘ ǶoΑed the Noȍteño shot-ǁalleȍ oϦ the Θaȍd.
MoΑed a ǀuǷǁh oǗ Cȍips, too. The Βhole oǗ SusaǷΑille staΘed oǷ loǁkdoΒǷ Ǘoȍ
ϯΑe ǶoǷths.

2e Βeȍe eatiǷǘ iǷ ouȍ doȍǶs eΑeȍΘ daΘ, Ƿo ȍeǁ tiǶe, Ƿo pȍoǘȍaǶs, ǁouldǷ’t
hit the Βeiǘht pile. AǷd eΑeȍΘǀodΘ kǷeΒ the dȍaǶa ǁould juǶp oϦ aǘaiǷ at aǷΘ
tiǶe.

The oǷe ǀȍiǘht spot Βas a ǗeΒ ǶoǷths ǀeǗoȍe I’Ƕ sǁheduled to paȍole out, I
ǘet Βoȍd ǗȍoǶ L.A. that Iǁe’s deǀut alǀuǶ, RhyȌe Pays, dȍopped—aǷd eΑeǷ
Βithout ȍadio plaΘ, it’s a hit. Iǁe is puttiǷǘ toǘetheȍ a ǷeΒ ǁȍeΒ ǁalled the RhΘǶe
SΘǷdiǁate aǷd he ΒaǷts Ƕe to ǀe aǷ iǷteǘȍal paȍt oǗ the teaǶ—aloǷǘ Βith Al P.,
Nat the Cat, Beǀop Bill, 0iǁ, SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, SeaǷ E. Maǁ. 2heǷ the ǷatioǷal
touȍiǷǘ staȍts iǷ ’ࡹࡹ, Iǁe saΘs he ΒaǷts Ƕe oǷstaǘe Βith hiǶ at eΑeȍΘ shoΒ.



ICE

I alΒaΘs pȍoǶised ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds, ঐIǗ I ǘet put oǷ, I’ll ǁoǶe ǀaǁk aǷd put the ȍest oǗ
Θou oǷ.঑ That Βas ȍeallΘ iǶpoȍtaǷt to Ƕe. SolidaȍitΘ. LoΘaltΘ.

MΘ philosophΘ oǗ suǁǁess has alΒaΘs ǀeeǷ this:
No ǶaǷ ǁaǷ ǀe ǘȍeat aloȍe.
8ou’ȍe oǷlΘ ǘȍeat ΒheǷ otheȍ ǘood people hold Θou iǷ hiǘh ȍeǘaȍd.
2heǷ I siǘǷed ǶΘ deal Βith Siȍe aǷd ǁaǶe ǀaǁk to L.A., the ϯȍst thiǷǘ I

looked to do Βas ǁȍeate a ǷeΒ oȍǘaǷizatioǷ. It Βas paȍtlΘ to ǀȍiǷǘ toǘetheȍ
ΘouǷǘ taleǷted MCs, DJs, aǷd pȍoduǁeȍs Βho Βeȍe tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet iǷto the Ƕusiǁ
ǀusiǷess. AǷd it Βas paȍtlΘ Ǘoȍ ǶΘ plaΘeȍ ǗȍieǷds like Spike. I kǷeΒ that lot oǗ ǶΘ
dudes Βho Βeȍe stȍeet ǁȍiǶiǷals had the taleǷt aǷd iǷtelliǘeǷǁe to ǘet out oǗ the
ǘaǶe. The oǷlΘ thiǷǘ theΘ laǁked Βas oppoȍtuǷitΘ.

2heǷ I Βas iǷ NeΒ 8oȍk CitΘ aǷd huǷǘ out Βith the UǷiΑeȍsal Zulu NatioǷ,
that spaȍked the ǘeȍǶ oǗ aǷ idea iǷ Ƕe. I liked hoΒ the Zulu NatioǷ had all these
diϦeȍeǷt ȍap ǘȍoups ΒoȍkiǷǘ toǘetheȍ uǷdeȍ oǷe alliaǷǁe.

I ΒaǷted to ǀȍiǷǘ that teǶplate ǀaǁk to Los AǷǘeles. But I kǷeΒ L.A. Βas
ΒaΘ too ǘaǷǘsteȍ Ǘoȍ soǶethiǷǘ as AǗȍoǁeǷtȍiǁ as the Zulu NatioǷ. IǗ I ΒaǷted to
ǁȍeate a Ƕusiǁal alliaǷǁe, I had to ǁȍeate ǶΘ oΒǷ ǮaȍǮ.

No, I ΒasǷ’t tȍΘiǷǘ to iǷjeǁt L.A. ǘaǷǘsteȍisǶ iǷto the Ƕusiǁ ǀusiǷess. Baǁk
theǷ, at the tiǶe oǗ ǶΘ ϯȍst alǀuǶ, the shit Βas ΒaΘ too ȍeal. BeǗoȍe the tȍuǁe iǷ
ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ Βas pȍettΘ Ƕuǁh ঐoǷ-siǘht.঑ MeaǷiǷǘ, iǗ Θou ǘot ǁauǘht iǷ ,ࡳࡺࡺࡲ
the ΒȍoǷǘ plaǁe ΒeaȍiǷǘ the ΒȍoǷǘ ǁoloȍ, theΘ’d just shoot Θou.

2heǷ I Βas ϯȍst ǁoǶiǷǘ out as a ȍappeȍ, it ΒasǷ’t a sǶaȍt ǶoΑe—aȍtistiǁallΘ
oȍ ǀusiǷessΒise—to ǁlaiǶ a set. 8eah, I’Ƕ ǗȍieǷds Βith RolliǷ’ ࡱࡷs, ǀut iǗ I staȍt
ǁlaiǶiǷǘ ࡱࡷs puǀliǁlΘ, I iǶǶediatelΘ ǀeǁoǶe eǷeǶies Βith halǗ the Ƿiǘǘas iǷ
L.A, Θou kǷoΒ? 8eah, I’Ƕ ǗȍieǷds Βith HaȍleǶ, ǀut iǗ I staȍt ǁlaiǶiǷǘ HaȍleǶ,
I’Αe iǷstaǷtlΘ ǘot pȍoǀleǶs Βith all oǗ HaȍleǶ’s eǷeǶies.

I’Ƕ iǷ the pȍoǁess oǗ tȍΘiǷǘ to ǁhaǷǘe oǁǁupatioǷs, Θou kǷoΒ? I’Ƕ tȍΘiǷǘ to
ǘet out oǗ these stȍeets aǷd iǷto eǷteȍtaiǷǶeǷt, so I’Ƕ Ƿot tȍΘiǷǘ to ǁlaiǶ a set—
I’Ƕ tȍΘiǷǘ to ǁlaiǶ the ͏hole oǗ the 2est Coast.



2hile I Βas thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout staȍtiǷǘ this ǷeΒ oȍǘaǷizatioǷ, I Βas ȍeadiǷǘ a
ǗeΒ ǀooks aǀout the eaȍlΘ daΘs oǗ the Ƕoǀ. I’d ǀeeǷ studΘiǷǘ up oǷ Chaȍles
ঐLuǁkΘ঑ LuǁiaǷo aǷd hoΒ he ǁȍeated the CoǶǶissioǷ. It Βas a ΒaΘ oǗ
oȍǘaǷiziǷǘ the Ƕoǀ ǗaǶilies Ƿot to kill eaǁh otheȍ oΑeȍ pettΘ ǀullshit—to ȍesolΑe
theiȍ ǀeeǗs iǷ soǶe stȍuǁtuȍed ΒaΘ Βith ǗoȍǶal sit-doΒǷs aǷd ǁeȍtaiǷ aǘȍeed-
upoǷ ȍules.

AǷd ǀaǁk iǷ LuǁiaǷo’s daΘ, theΘ used to ȍeǗeȍ to the Ƕoǀ as ঐthe SΘǷdiǁate.঑
The deϯǷitioǷ oǗ a sΘǷdiǁate is a ǘȍoup oǗ iǷdiΑiduals ǁoǶǀiǷiǷǘ to pȍoǶote
soǶe ǁoǶǶoǷ ǘoal. This Βas eΗaǁtlΘ ǶΘ theoȍΘ oǗ Βhat Βe had to do Βith hip-
hop iǷ L.A. The RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate’s ǁoǶǶoǷ ǘoal Βas Ǘoȍ all oǗ us to ǀe
suǁǁessǗul ȍappeȍs. NoΒ, the keΘ to aǷΘ sΘǷdiǁate is this: NoǀodΘ ǁaǷ ǀe the
ǀoss. All the diϦeȍeǷt ǘȍoups haΑe theiȍ oΒǷ ǀosses, ǀut Βe aǘȍee to sit doΒǷ
aǷd talk ǀeǗoȍe Βe take eaǁh otheȍ’s heads oϦ.

Most oǗ ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds ǗȍoǶ L.A. aȍe Cȍips—ǶeaǷiǷǘ, like Spike, theΘ ǘȍeΒ up
iǷ Cȍip Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhoods, ǀut ǶΘ hoǶie RaǷdΘ Maǁ is ǗȍoǶ 0.N.G.—he’s 0aǷ
Ness GaǷǘsteȍ BȍiǶs. 2e’Αe kǷoΒǷ hiǶ siǷǁe he Βas a kid aǷd that Βas ǷeΑeȍ aǷ
issue: RaǷdΘ Maǁ Βas still ࡱࡱࡲ peȍǁeǷt RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate. 2e Ƕade it ȍeal ǁleaȍ
—Ƿo ǀlue aǷd ȍed, Ƿo ǁuz aǷd ǀlood, iǷ the ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ studio oȍ oǷ touȍ. No
ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ, peȍiod—Ƿot iǗ Θou ΒaǷted to ǀe doΒǷ Βith the SΘǷdiǁate. To Ƕe,
the SΘǷdiǁate Βas aǀout ǀuildiǷǘ uȍity Βith all oǗ L.A.’s dopest ȍappeȍs, DJs,
aǷd pȍoduǁeȍs—ȍeǘaȍdless oǗ Βhat Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhoods theΘ Βeȍe ǗȍoǶ.

IǷside the SΘǷdiǁate, Βe had a lot oǗ taleǷt. EΑil E, HeǷ Gee, DJ AladdiǷ,
EΑeȍlast, 2C, DoǷald D, ToddΘ Tee. BΘ ࡹࡹࡺࡲ, AǗȍika IslaǶ aǷd I had ǘotteǷ a
deal Βith 2aȍǷeȍ Bȍos. to do a ǁoǶpilatioǷ alǀuǶ ǁalled RhyȌe SyȍdiǗate
CoȌiȍ’ ThrouǮh. 2e had soǶe oǗ the Ƕost taleǷted 2est Coast aȍtists Βith us,
like LoΒ Pȍoϯle—that’s 2C aǷd DJ AladdiǷ—as Βell East Coast lΘȍiǁal ǀeasts,
like DoǷald D ǗȍoǶ the BȍoǷΗ aǷd DiΑiǷe StΘleȍ ǗȍoǶ BȍooklΘǷ.

A lot oǗ these aȍtists Βeȍe alȍeadΘ the ϯǷished pȍoduǁt. MaΘǀe theΘ Ƿeeded a
ǀit oǗ ǘuidaǷǁe aǷd ǶeǷtoȍiǷǘ. Take EΑeȍlast. 2heǷ he Βas ǀȍouǘht to Ƕe ǀΘ
this ǘuΘ Bilal Bashiȍ, I thouǘht EΑeȍlast Βas alȍeadΘ a ǘȍeat ȍappeȍ, ǀut the
pȍoǀleǶ Βas he souǷded just like RakiǶ. He Βas this ΘouǷǘ ǁhaȍisǶatiǁ Βhite
kid ǗȍoǶ L.A. ǀut he Βas usiǷǘ RakiǶ’s Αoiǁe. I said, ঐDude, Θou’ȍe dope—ǀut
Θou’ȍe doiǷǘ RakiǶ. All Θou Ƿeed to do is ȍap iǷ Θouȍ oΒǷ Αoiǁe.঑ OǷǁe he



staȍted to ȍap as hiǶselǗ, it all Ǘell iǷto plaǁe—Βe ǘot hiǶ a deal Βith 2aȍǷeȍ
Bȍos., aǷd lateȍ oǷ he had a ǶoǷsteȍ ǁaȍeeȍ ǀoth Βith House oǗ PaiǷ aǷd as a
solo aȍtist. SaǶe Βith DoǷald D aǷd DiΑiǷe StΘleȍ—I Βas aǀle to ǘet theǶ
siǘǷed as solo aȍtists as Βell.

OǷ top oǗ these aȍtists Βho Βeȍe ȍeadΘ oǷ daΘ oǷe to staȍt ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ aǷd
doiǷǘ shoΒs, I had ǶΘ stȍeet dudes ΒaitiǷǘ iǷ the ΒiǷǘs. The ǁats I’d ǀeeǷ
hustliǷǘ Βith Βeȍe all eaǘeȍ to ǘet iǷto this Ƕusiǁ ǘaǶe. Nat the Cat, Spike, SeaǷ
E. Maǁ, theΘ Βeȍe all staȍtiǷǘ to ȍap.

EΑeȍΘǀodΘ saΒ that hip-hop ǁould ǀe aǷotheȍ laǷe. See, that’s the ǁool thiǷǘ
aǀout ǶakiǷǘ the Ƕusiǁ ǀusiǷess Θouȍ leǘit ǁaȍeeȍ. It ΒasǷ’t like, ঐ8o, Iǁe leǗt the
ǘaǶe to ǀeǁoǶe a ǗuǁkiǷǘ arǗhiteǗt.঑ I Βas ǘettiǷǘ leǘit papeȍ ǗȍoǶ Ƕusiǁ, ǀut I
Βas still haǷǘiǷǘ out iǷ the saǶe ǁluǀs as ǀeǗoȍe, ΒeaȍiǷǘ ϲΘ jeΒelȍΘ aǷd ǁlothes,
dȍiΑiǷǘ ǗoȍeiǘǷ Βhips. It Βas a shiǗt iǷ ǁaȍeeȍ, Θes, ǀut it ΒasǷ’t a shiǗt iǷ liǭestyle.

Foȍ soǶe oǗ ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds I kǷeΒ this Βas ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe a loǷǘ, sloΒ pȍoǁess oǗ
aȍtist deΑelopǶeǷt, ǀut I Βas still tȍΘiǷǘ to ǀȍiǷǘ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ oǷǀoaȍd Βith Ƕe.

I said it ǀest iǷ ǶΘ soǷǘ ঐMiǷd oΑeȍ Matteȍ঑:

I Ȍade a proȌise
To Ȍy ǖrothers iȍ street ǗriȌe
We’d Ǯet paid ͏ith the use
Oǭ a s͏eet rhyȌe

IǷ ࡸࡹࡺࡲ, I alȍeadΘ Ǘelt like I Βas ǁaȍȍΘiǷǘ the Βhole oǗ the 2est Coast oǷ ǶΘ
shouldeȍs, aǷd theǷ, aȍouǷd the tiǶe I Βas puttiǷǘ the SΘǷdiǁate toǘetheȍ, I ǘot
a ǁall ǗȍoǶ 2aȍǷeȍ Bȍos. askiǷǘ iǗ theΘ ǁould use ǶΘ soǷǘ ঐSȌueeze the Tȍiǘǘeȍ঑
Ǘoȍ a ǶoΑie DeǷǷis Hoppeȍ Βas diȍeǁtiǷǘ aǀout ǘaǷǘs iǷ L.A.

I kǷeΒ that iǗ theΘ ΒaǷted to use Θouȍ ȍeǁoȍd iǷ a ǶoΑie, Θou ǁould ask to see
a ȍouǘh ǁut oǗ the ϯlǶ ϯȍst. DeǷǷis Hoppeȍ Βas a ǘȍeat aǁtoȍ aǷd diȍeǁtoȍ, ǀut
ΒheǷ I Βatǁhed the ǶoΑie, I Βas like, Well, this shit is kiȍd oǭ ǭake, you kȍo͏?
The Me͔iǗaȍs aȍd the BlaǗks aiȍ’t fiǮhtiȍǮ eaǗh other like that. Not iȍ the streets,
at least. Iȍ the peȍ, sure—that’s ͏here shit Ǯets raǗial. But I Ǯet it—the filȌ ͏as
oriǮiȍally supposed to ǖe set iȍ ChiǗaǮo aȍd it’s really told ǭroȌ the Ǘops’
perspeǗti͎e. Deȍȍis Hopper’s ȍot tryiȍǮ to Ȍake a doǗuȌeȍtary.



I asked theǶ iǗ theΘ had a title soǷǘ Θet aǷd theΘ plaΘed Ƕe this ǗuǷk tȍaǁk
theΘ ǘot ǗȍoǶ Riǁk JaǶes. He’s siǷǘiǷǘ soǶe ǁȍazΘ-ass shit: ঐLook at all these
Ǘolooooors!঑

ঐHold up, Βhat the Ǘuǁk is this? That’s Θouȍ title soǷǘ?঑ The tȍaǁk had Ƿo
ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷ at all to the ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ Βoȍld. Me aǷd IslaǶ ΒeǷt ǀaǁk iǷ the
studio. KiǷǘ SuǷ had a dope soǷǘ out at the tiǶe ǁalled ঐMΘtholoǘiǁal Rappeȍ.঑
I loΑed KiǷǘ SuǷ’s ǁadeǷǁe oǷ that ȍeǁoȍd aǷd I used it as aǷ iǷspiȍatioǷ Ǘoȍ ǶΘ
ϲoΒ:

I aȌ a ȍiǮhtȌare ͏alkiȍ’
PsyǗhopath talkiȍ’
KiȍǮ oǭ Ȍy juȍǮle
Just a ǮaȍǮster stalkiȍ’

EΑeǷ thouǘh I ǷeΑeȍ ǀaǷǘed Ǘoȍ a set, ǗȍoǶ the tiǶe I staȍted at CȍeǷshaΒ
Hiǘh, I uǷdeȍstood the ǶeǷtalitΘ. 2ȍitiǷǘ that lΘȍiǁ, I tȍied to suǀǶeȍǘe ǶΘselǗ
iǷto the ǶiǷdset aǷd ǶotiΑatioǷs oǗ a ΘouǷǘ dude Βho’s ǀaǷǘiǷǘ Ǘoȍ his
Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood. EΑeǷ iǗ the ǶoΑie ΒasǷ’t aǁǁuȍate aǀout L.A. ǘaǷǘ liǗe, I ΒaǷted
the soǷǘ to ǀe tȍuthǗul.

MΘ soǷǘ is Ƕoȍe ȍealistiǁ thaǷ the ǶoΑie. It holds up to this daΘ. The Αideo
staȍted ǘettiǷǘ lots oǗ plaΘ oǷ MT0—aǗteȍ theΘ talked Ƕe iǷto addiǷǘ this
ǁoȍǷΘ-ass disǁlaiǶeȍ. TheΘ iǷteȍǁut Ƕe ȍappiǷǘ Βith sǁeǷes oǗ Roǀeȍt DuΑall
aǷd SeaǷ PeǷǷ ǗȍoǶ the ϯlǶ. The soǷǘ leǗt suǁh a stȍoǷǘ iǶpȍessioǷ that to this
daΘ a lot oǗ people thiǷk I aǁted iǷ the ǶoΑie.

2e hit the ȍoad heaΑilΘ Ǘoȍ Ƕost oǗ ࡹࡹࡺࡲ—theȍe Βeȍe a ǁouple oǗ Ƕajoȍ hip-
hop touȍs ǗeatuȍiǷǘ all the hottest aȍtists oǗ that Θeaȍ. I Βas peȍǗoȍǶiǷǘ soǷǘs
ǗȍoǶ RhyȌe Pays, aǷd ǶΘ seǁoǷd alǀuǶ, Po͏er, Βas aǀout to dȍop. 2e did the
Dope JaǶ touȍ iǷ the spȍiǷǘ aǷd suǶǶeȍ oǗ ࡹࡹࡺࡲ—ǀesides Ƕe, it Βas Biz
Maȍkie, Booǘie DoΒǷ PȍoduǁtioǷs, Douǘ E. Fȍesh, Kool Moe Dee, aǷd Eȍiǁ B.
& RakiǶ. TheǷ stȍaiǘht aǗteȍ that Βe did the BȍiǷǘ the Noise touȍ Βith Puǀliǁ
EǷeǶΘ, N.2.A, aǷd EPMD.

ঐColoȍs঑ Βas alΒaΘs ǶΘ opeǷiǷǘ soǷǘ. 2e’d staȍt ǶΘ shoΒs Βith a pȍop
LAPD ǁȍuiseȍ oǷstaǘe aǷd I’d ǀe staǷdiǷǘ oǷ the ȍooǗ oǗ the ǁop ǁaȍ suȍȍouǷded



ǀΘ the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate, all oǗ us thȍoΒiǷǘ ouȍ ϯsts iǷ the aiȍ.
It Βas duȍiǷǘ those ’ࡹࡹ touȍs that Βe saΒ the iǶpaǁt Colors Βas haΑiǷǘ aǁȍoss

the ǁouǷtȍΘ. This Βas the ϯȍst iǷtȍoduǁtioǷ to L.A. ǘaǷǘs Ǘoȍ a lot oǗ Ƕiddle-
ǁlass kids. OǷe tiǶe Βe Βeȍe iǷ TeǷǷessee, aǷd this ΘouǷǘ Βhite dude iǷ the
ǁȍoΒd had oǷ a khaki shiȍt that said ঐRolliǷ’ ࡱࡷ Cȍip—Coloȍs.঑ I Βas tȍippiǷǘ—
like, Βhat the Ǘuǁk does this kid kǷoΒ aǀout the RolliǷ’ ࡱࡷs? Not a daǶǷ thiǷǘ.
But I ȍealized that to hiǶ, it ΒasǷ’t a real Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood iǷ South CeǷtȍal that
dudes Βeȍe killiǷǘ aǷd dΘiǷǘ Ǘoȍ—it Βas just a ǁool-souǷdiǷǘ aϩliatioǷ. No
diϦeȍeǷt thaǷ ΒeaȍiǷǘ a shiȍt that saΘs ঐTeaǶ Feȍȍaȍi঑ oȍ ঐOaklaǷd Raideȍs.঑
8ou’d see dudes iǷ SaiǷt Louis ǁlaiǶiǷǘ theΘ Βeȍe HooΑeȍs oȍ Piȍus—haΑiǷǘ
zeȍo idea these ǘaǷǘs aȍe ǷaǶed aǗteȍ aǁtual stȍeets iǷ Los AǷǘeles aǷd
CoǶptoǷ.

Foȍ ǘuΘs like Spike aǷd Al P. aǷd Ƕe—dudes Βho ǘȍeΒ up Βith the liǗe-aǷd-
death ȍaǶiϯǁatioǷs oǗ ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ iǷ L.A.—to see hoΒ DeǷǷis Hoppeȍ’s
ǶoΑie aǷd ǶΘ title soǷǘ had Ƕade ǘaǷǘs kiǷd oǗ ǁhiǁ—I ǶeaǷ, that Βas a Βeiȍd
ǗuǁkiǷǘ tȍip. MΘ soǷǘ Βas the opposite oǗ ǘlaǶoȍizatioǷ: it Βas a ΒaȍǷiǷǘ, a
ǁautioǷaȍΘ tale.

Death is Ȍy set, Ǯuess Ȍy reliǮioȍ.
8ou ǁould see the tȍeǷd ǀuildiǷǘ ǶoǶeǷtuǶ duȍiǷǘ those shoΒs iǷ ’ࡹࡹ—this

ǶΘstiȌue aǀout the ǘaǷǘs oǗ L.A. touǁhiǷǘ soǶethiǷǘ Βith ȍeǀellious Βhite kids
all oΑeȍ the ǁouǷtȍΘ. That saǶe Θeaȍ, N.2.A dȍopped StraiǮht Outta CoȌptoȍ,
aǷd ΒheǷ Iǁe Cuǀe said the liǷe ঐǗȍoǶ the ǮaȍǮ ǁalled Niǘǘas 2it Attitudes,঑
ǀooǶ—suddeǷlΘ the Ƕedia had a ǷeΒ phȍase to latǁh oǷ to: ࡹࡹࡺࡲ Βas the Θeaȍ
oǗ ǮaȍǮsta rap. N.2.A took it to stȍatospheȍiǁ heiǘhts, aǷd I Βas duǀǀed the
ǘodǗatheȍ oǗ the ǶoΑeǶeǷt.

Those eaȍlΘ touȍs Βe did, I had a sǶall aȍǶΘ oǗ ǶΘ hoǶies up oǷstaǘe. Like
ϯǗteeǷ oȍ tΒeǷtΘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs Βould hit the staǘe Βith Ƕe. 2heǷ I peȍǗoȍǶed
ঐPoΒeȍ,঑ I’d ǘo iǷto this ǀȍeakdoΒǷ, iǷtȍoduǁiǷǘ the ǶeǶǀeȍs oǗ the SΘǷdiǁate.

I’d alΒaΘs staȍt ǀΘ saΘiǷǘ, ঐGiΑe it up Ǘoȍ Spike—he just ǁaǶe hoǶe ǗȍoǶ the
peǷiteǷtiaȍΘ!঑

AǷd theǷ, like a tȍue plaΘeȍ, Spike Βould ǘȍaǀ his ǶoǶeǷt to shiǷe.



SPIKE

DuȍiǷǘ Iǁe’s shoΒs, I Βas alΒaΘs the ϯȍst ǘuΘ out oǷstaǘe aǷd the last ǘuΘ to
leaΑe. AǷd duȍiǷǘ ঐPoΒeȍ,঑ Iǁe had this skit Ǘoȍ Ƕe. AǗteȍ he’d saΘ that I just ǘot
out oǗ the peǷiteǷtiaȍΘ, ȍiǘht iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ the staǘe, the spotliǘht Βould zeȍo
iǷ, all these dudes suȍȍouǷdiǷǘ Ƕe, I’d pose a ǀit, theǷ take ǶΘ shiȍt oϦ aǷd
thȍoΒ it iǷto the ǁȍoΒd. All that tiǶe oǷ the iȍoǷ pile, all the teǁhǷiȌues I’d
leaȍǷed ǗȍoǶ JaǶo—shit, I Βas ǀuilt like a little pit ǀull. 2ithiǷ the SΘǷdiǁate, I
Βas kǷoΒǷ as the Βoȍkout kiǷǘ.

EΑil E is ȍoǁkiǷǘ the tuȍǷtaǀles aǷd Βith that spotliǘht oǷ Ƕe, I dȍop to the
ϲooȍ aǷd ǀaǷǘ out tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe oǷe-aȍǶ push-ups. Real ȍapidlΘ, like it aiǷ’t
ǷothiǷǘ. Got these huǘe ȍope ǁhaiǷs aǷd ǶedallioǷs haǷǘiǷǘ oϦ ǶΘ Ƿeǁk,
jaǷǘliǷǘ eΑeȍΘΒheȍe—the ǁȍoΒd Βould ǘet ǀuǁk-Βild.

I’d juǶp ǀaǁk up aǷd Βe had this ǁat BaǷǘo ǗȍoǶ CleΑelaǷd Βho’d ǀeeǷ a
ϯǘhteȍ, he’d staȍt shadoΒǀoΗiǷǘ at the otheȍ eǷd oǗ the staǘe, thȍoΒiǷǘ Ǘast
ǁoǶǀiǷatioǷs. Iǁe has this Ƿatuȍal iǷstiǷǁt Ǘoȍ shoΒǶaǷship. DuȍiǷǘ that
ঐPoΒeȍ঑ ǀȍeakdoΒǷ, theȍe Βas this leΑel oǗ eǷeȍǘΘ Θou ǁould Ǘeel suȍǘiǷǘ
thȍouǘh the ǁȍoΒd. It Βas iǷteǷse, ǶaǷ.

MΘ liǗe had doǷe a ǁoǶplete ࡱࡹࡲ iǷ a ǗeΒ Βeeks. I paȍoled out oǗ SusaǷΑille iǷ
DeǁeǶǀeȍ oǗ ࡸࡹࡺࡲ, aǷd just like that Iǁe sǁoops Ƕe up aǷd I’Ƕ paȍt oǗ the
RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate—I’Ƕ iǷ the ǶiΗ Βith the Βhole posse oǷ the touȍ ǀus.

I ΒeǷt stȍaiǘht ǗȍoǶ that ȍaǁe Βaȍ aǷd ϯΑe ǶoǷths oǗ ǗuǁkiǷǘ loǁkdoΒǷ at
SusaǷΑille to suddeǷlΘ tȍaΑeliǷǘ all oΑeȍ the ǁouǷtȍΘ, peȍǗoȍǶiǷǘ iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ teǷs
oǗ thousaǷds oǗ ǗaǷs, haǷǘiǷǘ out ǀaǁkstaǘe Βith the ǀiǘǘest ȍap staȍs iǷ the
ǀusiǷess.

IǷ ࡹࡹࡺࡲ, Βe did soǶe Ƕajoȍ touȍs. Fiȍst Βas the Dope JaǶ, theǷ BȍiǷǘ the
Noise. 2e’d alΒaΘs opeǷ up Βith ঐColoȍs.঑ 2e’d haΑe that LAPD patȍol ǁaȍ aǷd
I’d post up oǷ oǷe side oǗ the staǘe ǀΘ a huǘe speakeȍ, aǷd BȍoǷΗ StΘle Boǀ
Βould ǀe oǷ the otheȍ side oǗ Ƕe. IǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ the staǘe Βas DoǷald D aǷd
AǗȍika IslaǶ, aǷd ǗȍoǷt aǷd ǁeǷteȍ—staǷdiǷǘ oǷ top oǗ the ǁop ǁaȍ—Βas Iǁe.

The ǮaȍǮs oǭ L.A. ͏ill ȍe͎er die—



Just Ȍultiply!

Iǁe iǷtȍoduǁed us to the Βhole hip-hop Βoȍld. AǷd the Ƕoȍe tiǶe I speǷt
haǷǘiǷǘ out Βith these aȍtists, talkiǷǘ to the ǘuΘs iǷ N.2.A aǷd Puǀliǁ EǷeǶΘ,
the Ƕoȍe I ΒaǷted to ǀe iǷ that Βoȍld ǶΘselǗ. Just seeiǷǘ Iǁe aǁhieΑe that leΑel oǗ
suǁǁess—ǗȍoǶ ǀashiǷǘ jeΒel ǁases Βith Ƕe, ǶakiǷǘ ǘetaΒaΘs oǷ ǶotoȍǁΘǁles,
ǷoΒ he’s paǁkiǷǘ aȍeǷas Βith ǗaǷs Βho kǷoΒ eΑeȍΘ Βoȍd to eΑeȍΘ oǷe oǗ his
ȍhΘǶes, ΒeaȍiǷǘ T-shiȍts Βith his Ǘaǁe oǷ theǶ, ΒaitiǷǘ Ǘoȍ hiǶ to siǘǷ his ǷaǶe
Βith a Shaȍpie.

I staȍted iǶǶediatelΘ pȍaǁtiǁiǷǘ ǶΘ oΒǷ ȍhΘǶes. Iǁe Βas eǷǁouȍaǘiǷǘ all oǗ
us: Nat the Cat, SeaǷ E. Maǁ, Ƕe, aǷΘoǷe Βho Ǘelt theΘ ǁould ϲoΒ, he’d saΘ,
ঐStaȍt ǘettiǷǘ Θouȍ shit toǘetheȍ,঑ Βe ǁould peȍǗoȍǶ as opeǷiǷǘ aǁts, ǀeǘiǷ
ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ ouȍ little deǶos.

BeiǷǘ that ǁlose to the aǁtioǷ, ȍiǘht theȍe oǷstaǘe iǷ these ǀiǘ aȍeǷas, I staȍted
to see a ȍeal possiǀilitΘ Ǘoȍ a ǁaȍeeȍ iǷ Ƕusiǁ. DidǷ’t seeǶ like a Βild ǗuǁkiǷǘ
dȍeaǶ. I kǷeΒ I ǁould do Ƕoȍe thaǷ just ǀaǷǘ out oǷe-aȍǶ push-ups oǷstaǘe.

OȍiǘiǷallΘ, Nat the Cat aǷd Ƕe Βeȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǗoȍǶ a ǘȍoup—the plaǷ Βas Ǘoȍ
us to ȍeǁoȍd toǘetheȍ as a duo. Nat alȍeadΘ had this iǷtȍiǁate ϲoΒ—supeȍǗast,
Βith all kiǷds oǗ toǷǘue tΒisteȍs—ΒaΘ ahead oǗ his tiǶe. He’d alȍeadΘ ȍeǁoȍded a
ǗeΒ soǷǘs as a soloist Βith the SΘǷdiǁate. 2e Βeȍe staȍtiǷǘ to Βȍite ȍhΘǶes
toǘetheȍ. I hadǷ’t ǗouǷd ǶΘ oΒǷ Αoiǁe Θet, ǀut I Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to leaȍǷ the ǁȍaǗt.
2ith the ǶoǷeΘ ǗȍoǶ a jeΒel liǁk I hit, Nat the Cat aǷd I ǀouǘht soǶe
ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ eȌuipǶeǷt to set up ouȍ oΒǷ hoǶe studio.

See, I Βas still stȍaddliǷǘ the ǗeǷǁe ǶajoȍlΘ. I Βas ǀouǷǁiǷǘ ǀaǁk aǷd Ǘoȍth
ǀetΒeeǷ these tΒo Βoȍlds: ǁȍiǶe aǷd eǷteȍtaiǷǶeǷt. 2heǷ I’d ǀe out oǷ touȍ
Βith Iǁe, I Βas stȍiǁtlΘ aǀout the Ƕusiǁ. IǗ Βe’d ǀe iǷ Detȍoit, SaiǷt Louis,
MeǶphis, NeΒ 8oȍk—ΒheȍeΑeȍ Βe had a shoΒ—I ΒasǷ’t out theȍe lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ
jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes to hit. I Βas stȍiǁtlΘ ǗoǁusiǷǘ oǷ Βhat Ƿeeded to ǀe doǷe Ǘoȍ Iǁe
aǷd the SΘǷdiǁate. AǗteȍ the shoΒs, Βe’d haΑe paȍties Βith all kiǷds oǗ ǘiȍls up iǷ
the hotel ȍooǶ, haǷǘiǷǘ out Βith the ǘuΘs ǗȍoǶ N.2.A. Those Βeȍe soǶe oǗ the
ǀest tiǶes.

But ΒheǷ Βe ǘot ǀaǁk to L.A., siǷǁe Ƕusiǁ ΒasǷ’t ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ Ƕe a paΘǁheǁk,
I’d ǘo stȍaiǘht ǀaǁk to hittiǷǘ liǁks. I had leǘit optioǷs shapiǷǘ up ȍiǘht iǷ ǗȍoǷt



oǗ Ƕe, ǀut I Βas just too iǶpatieǷt. IǗ Θou’ȍe ǁoǷditioǷed to ȍoǀǀiǷǘ, stealiǷǘ,
takiǷǘ, hustliǷǘ—that’s Βhat Θou kǷoΒ hoΒ to do. DoesǷ’t ǶeaǷ ȍoǀǀeȍΘ Βas
all I Βas ǁapaǀle oǗ doiǷǘ, ǀut I Βas so ǁoǶǶitted aǷd tuȍǷed out to the stȍeet
liǗe, I ΒasǷ’t ȍeadΘ to leaΑe it ǀehiǷd.

It’s like the ǀook oǗ PȍoΑeȍǀs saΘs, ঐA doǘ ȍetuȍǷs to its oΒǷ ΑoǶit.঑ IǗ
ǷeǘatiΑitΘ is Βhat Θou’ȍe Ƕost ǗaǶiliaȍ Βith, that’s Βhat Θou’ll ǘo ǀaǁk to tiǶe
aǷd aǘaiǷ.

I ΑieΒed ǀeiǷǘ a jeΒel thieǗ as ǶΘ daΘ joǀ.
BeiǷǘ a plaΘeȍ Βas ǶΘ Ǘull-tiǶe ǁaȍeeȍ.
2heǷ Iǁe Βould ǁall to take Ƕe oǷ touȍ Βith the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate, it Βas

like I Βas ǶooǷliǘhtiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ the ǘaǶe.



CHAPTER 5

HIGH ROLLERS

Best ǖelie͎e the Ǯats iȍ Ȍy proȌo shots aiȍ’t props
—ICE, ࣮MAKE THE LOOT LOOP࣯

ICE

IǷ ࡺࡹࡺࡲ, AǗȍika IslaǶ aǷd I opeǷed up this ǁluǀ ǁalled UǷited NatioǷs iǷ
HollΘΒood, ȍiǘht aǁȍoss ǗȍoǶ GȍauǶaǷ’s ChiǷese Theatȍe. It Βas the ϯȍst ǁȍoss-
platǗoȍǶ ǁluǀ iǷ L.A.: Βe had Ƕultiple ϲooȍs, aǷd DJs plaΘiǷǘ hip-hop, ȍeǘǘae,
aǷd teǁhǷo. The hip-hop ȍooǶ Βas the ǀiǘǘest, ǀut Βe had all Βalks oǗ liǗe iǷ
theȍe. 8ou ǁould just Αiǀe oϦ ΒhateΑeȍ Ƕusiǁ Θou ΒaǷted to. AǷd I Βas usiǷǘ
that ǁluǀ to ǘiΑe all the dudes oppoȍtuǷities—iǗ theΘ ΒaǷted to take a shot at
ǀeiǷǘ ȍappeȍs, theΘ ǁould ǘet oǷstaǘe aǷd peȍǗoȍǶ tΒo oȍ thȍee soǷǘs as opeǷiǷǘ
aǁts. TheΘ ǁould also Βoȍk as seǁuȍitΘ. I Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘiΑe theǶ aǷotheȍ ΒaΘ to
hustle, Ƕake soǶe leǘit papeȍ.

It Βas at UǷited NatioǷs that I had this talk Βith all oǗ theǶ—all the dudes
ΒithiǷ the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate Βho’d ǀeeǷ iǷ the stȍeets Βith Ƕe. TheΘ had these
ǁustoǶized jaǁkets Ƕade up—ǀlaǁk silk Βith ǘold eǶǀȍoideȍΘ: ঐOld CȍiǶe
CȍeΒ.঑ TheΘ ǁaǶe up Βith that idea. Like, ঐ2e’ȍe Iǁe’s ǘuΘs ǗȍoǶ that pȍeΑious
phase oǗ his liǗe.঑ I ǶeaǷ, ǀeǗoȍe I deǁided to ǘo leǘit Βith the Ƕusiǁ ǀusiǷess, Βe
Βeȍe siǶplΘ the CȍiǶe CȍeΒ. NothiǷǘ ঐold঑ aǀout it.

I had aȍtists iǷ the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate like DoǷald D aǷd EΑeȍlast Βho Βeȍe
stȍaiǘht-up MCs, Ƿot hustleȍs, ǀut theǷ I had dudes like Spike, Nat the Cat,



SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, Al PatȍoǶe—all oǗ theǶ had ǀeeǷ paȍt oǗ ǶΘ ǁȍiǶiǷal liǗe, so theΘ
had a ǁliȌue ΒithiǷ the ǁliȌue.

EΑeȍΘoǷe ȍeǶeǶǀeȍs this ǁoǷΑeȍsatioǷ ǷoΒ as this tuȍǷiǷǘ-poiǷt ǶoǶeǷt
Βheȍe I ǀasiǁallΘ Ƕade it ǁleaȍ that I Βas out oǗ the ǘaǶe. At the tiǶe, I didǷ’t
plaǷ to Ƕake soǶe kiǷd oǗ aǷǷouǷǁeǶeǷt—Βe Βeȍe just haΑiǷǘ a ǶeetiǷǘ
aǀout RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate ǀusiǷess aǷd the opeȍatioǷ oǗ the ǁluǀ aǷd I told
eΑeȍΘǀodΘ Βhat ǶΘ ǶiǷdset Βas.

It ΒasǷ’t soǶethiǷǘ I’d deǁided oΑeȍǷiǘht. It Βas a pȍoǘȍessioǷ, a seȍies oǗ
steps that led up to that deǁisioǷ. FȍoǶ the tiǶe I Ƕade ǶΘ ϯȍst ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ iǷ
I Βas alȍeadΘ telliǷǘ ǁats like Spike, ঐNah, I aiǷ’t hittiǷǘ that liǁk.঑ I Βas ,3ࡹࡺࡲ
alȍeadΘ slidiǷǘ aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ it. TheǷ, aǗteȍ ǷeaȍlΘ losiǷǘ ǶΘ liǗe iǷ the ǁaȍ ǁȍash, I
ȍeallΘ ǁouldǷ’t do liǁks the ΒaΘ Βe used to, ȍuǷǷiǷǘ Ǘull spȍiǷts aǷd doiǷǘ
oǀstaǁle-ǁouȍse-tΘpe ǘetaΒaΘs. But I still had the sliǁk ǶeǷtalitΘ oǗ a hustleȍ.

Foȍ a Βhile, I did tȍΘ to haΑe it ǀoth ΒaΘs—keep oǷe Ǘoot iǷ the
eǷteȍtaiǷǶeǷt ǀusiǷess aǷd oǷe iǷ the ǁȍiǶiǷal liǗe. But theȍe Βas this oǷe daΘ
ΒheǷ I ΒeǷt out to steal a paȍt Ǘoȍ ǶΘ Poȍsǁhe—that Βas ΒheǷ I ȍealized that I
Βas doȍe. I Βas ϯǷished ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ.

I Ƿeeded a paȍt Ǘoȍ ǶΘ ǁaȍ’s ǁoǷΑeȍtiǀle ȍooǗ ǶeǁhaǷisǶ. It oǷlΘ ǁost aǀout
ϯΑe huǷdȍed ǀuǁks ǀut—stȍeet hustleȍ’s ǶeǷtalitΘ—I didǷ’t ΒaǷt to ǗuǁkiǷǘ
paΘ Ǘoȍ it. SoǶe oǗ ǶΘ hoǶies had stoleǷ a Poȍsǁhe aǷd theΘ Βeȍe supposed to
ǀȍiǷǘ Ƕe the paȍt, ǀut it Βas takiǷǘ too ǗuǁkiǷǘ loǷǘ. FiǷallΘ, I said, ঐ8o, tell Ƕe
Βheȍe the ǀoosted Poȍsǁhe is paȍked aǷd I’ll ǘo steal the paȍt ǶΘselǗ.঑

I ΒeǷt oǷ this solo ǶissioǷ. The ǁaȍ Βas iǷ the paȍkiǷǘ stȍuǁtuȍe oǗ aǷ
apaȍtǶeǷt ǀuildiǷǘ. It had a ǁaǷΑas taȍp oΑeȍ it. I ǘot the ȍatǁhet iǷ ǶΘ
ΒaistǀaǷd aǷd I Βas Ǘoǁused.

I Ƕake a ǀeeliǷe stȍaiǘht Ǘoȍ the Poȍsǁhe, peel oϦ the ǁaǷΑas taȍp, pull ǶΘ
ȍatǁhet out, aǷd suddeǷlΘ I heaȍ sǁȍeaǶiǷǘ. I Βhiȍl aȍouǷd aǷd theȍe’s a ǀuǷǁh
oǗ kids poiǷtiǷǘ at Ƕe ǗȍoǶ the apaȍtǶeǷt ǀuildiǷǘ, shoutiǷǘ so ǗuǁkiǷǘ loud it
staȍtled Ƕe. A ǗeΒ aȍe ǁoǶiǷǘ outside, ȍuǷǷiǷǘ toΒaȍd Ƕe. MΘ ϯȍst thouǘht is
that theΘ spotted Ƕe, soǶeoǷe’s aǀout ǁall the ǁops, aǷd I Ƿeed to ǘet the Ǘuǁk
out oǗ theȍe. But as theΘ ȍuǷ up ǁloseȍ, I see papeȍ aǷd peǷs iǷ theiȍ haǷds.

ঐIǁe-T! Iǁe-T!঑
AutoǮraphs.



ঐ8o, siǘǷ this, Iǁe!঑
I had the ȍatǁhet iǷ ǶΘ haǷd, I ΒasǷ’t eΑeǷ thiȍkiȍǮ oǗ ǶΘselǗ as the ȍappeȍ

Iǁe-T—I Βas ǀaǁk iǷ the zoǷe oǗ ǶΘ ǁȍiǶiǷal peȍsoǷa, CȍazΘ TȍaΘ.
AǗteȍ I ȍeleased ǶΘ ϯȍst alǀuǶ, RhyȌe Pays, ǶΘ Ǘaǁe Βas ȍeǁoǘǷizaǀle

eǷouǘh that soǶeǀodΘ had spotted Ƕe liǗtiǷǘ the taȍp just as I pulled out ǶΘ
ȍatǁhet. NoΒ I’Ƕ iǷside this Poȍsǁhe oǷ the Αeȍǘe oǗ stealiǷǘ this paȍt—ǁold
ǀusted—aǷd I just plaΘ it ǁool, like: ঐ2hat’s up, lil’ hoǶie? 2aǷt Ƕe to siǘǷ
that?঑

BeǗoȍe I ǁould eΑeǷ ǀliǷk, a ǀuǷǁh oǗ theiȍ paȍeǷts aȍe ȍuǷǷiǷǘ outside. AǷd
theΘ all ΒaǷt autoǘȍaphs, too. NoǀodΘ suspeǁted I’d ǀeeǷ iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ tȍΘiǷǘ
to ȍip oϦ a ǁaȍ paȍt. I ǘuess all the ȍesideǷts oǗ the ǀuildiǷǘ ǷatuȍallΘ assuǶed it
Βas ǶΘ oΒǷ Poȍsǁhe.

I ȍealized, I Ǘaȍ’t do this aȍyȌore. I’Ȍ too ǭaȌous to steal.
OǷe thiǷǘ a ǁȍiǶiǷal has to his adΑaǷtaǘe is aǷoǷΘǶitΘ. IǷǗaǶΘ does ȍot ǘo

haǷd iǷ haǷd Βith ǗaǶe. TheΘ’ȍe tΒo polaȍ-opposite thiǷǘs. 8ou ȍeallΘ ǁaǷǷot
ǀe a suǁǁessǗul aȍd ǗaǶous ǁȍiǶiǷal. It’s the doΒǷǗall Ǘoȍ Ƕoǀ ǘuΘs like Al
CapoǷe oȍ JohǷ Gotti: theΘ ΒaǷt to ǀeǁoǶe ǗaǶous, oǷ the ǁoΑeȍs oǗ ǶaǘaziǷes;
ȍeal haȍd-ǁoȍe ǘaǷǘsteȍs kǷoΒ that theiȍ plaǁe is supposed to ǀe iǷ the shadoΒs.

IǗ people kǷoΒ Θouȍ ȍeal ǷaǶe, iǗ theΘ kǷoΒ Θouȍ Ǘaǁe aǷd Βheȍeaǀouts, Θou
ǁaǷ’t do diȍt aǷd theǷ slide ǀaǁk iǷto the ǁȍeΑasses oǗ aǷoǷΘǶitΘ. I ǁouldǷ’t keep
ǘoiǷǘ oǷ liǁks ΒheǷ I had ǶΘ Ǘaǁe oǷ alǀuǶs iǷ stoȍes, Βith Αideos oǷ T0, Βith
ǶΘ ǷaǶe oǷ posteȍs all oΑeȍ the ǁouǷtȍΘ—that Βould haΑe ǀeeǷ ǗuǁkiǷǘ
ludiǁȍous.

IǗ the ǁops Βeȍe lookiǷǘ to ϯǷd Ƕe, theΘ ΒouldǷ’t haΑe to do a ǀuǷǁh oǗ
leǘΒoȍk. All theΘ’d haΑe to do is look at soǶe ϲΘeȍ: ঐTheȍe’s Iǁe-T—he’s ǘoiǷǘ
to ǀe peȍǗoȍǶiǷǘ oǷ SatuȍdaΘ Ƿiǘht at the Joe Louis AȍeǷa iǷ Detȍoit.঑

2heǷ Βe Βeȍe haΑiǷǘ this ǀusiǷess ǶeetiǷǘ at UǷited NatioǷs, I told theǶ,
ǀasiǁallΘ, ঐI’Ƕ out.঑ NoΒ that I had a little touǁh oǗ ǗaǶe, a ǀit oǗ a puǀliǁ iǶaǘe
—ΒhateΑeȍ Θou ΒaǷt to ǁall it—I ǁouldǷ’t ǀe doiǷǘ the thiǷǘs I used to do Βith
theǶ. I didǷ’t Ƕake it supeȍ eΗpliǁit. DidǷ’t haΑe to. TheΘ all kǷeΒ Βhat I Βas
talkiǷǘ aǀout Βithout Ƕe spelliǷǘ it out.

The ǀiǘǘeȍ poiǷt I Βas ǶakiǷǘ ΒasǷ’t just talkiǷǘ aǀout ǶΘ ǀehaΑioȍ. It Βas
aǀout the ȍisks oǗ iȍǭorȌatioȍ.



ঐ8’all ǁaǷ’t saΘ ǷothiǷ’ to Ƕe oȍ aȍouǷd Ƕe that I doǷ’t Ƿeed to heaȍ. 8’all
ǘotta pȍeteǷd eΑeȍΘ ǁoǷΑeȍsatioǷ Θou haΑe Βith Ƕe is ǀuǘǘed. AǷΘ oǗ the outside
shit Θou’ȍe doiǷǘ, doǷ’t talk aǀout it aȍouǷd Ƕe. Beǁause iǗ the Ǘeds eΑeȍ ask Ƕe
soǶethiǷǘ, I ΒaǷt to ǀe aǀle to pass a polΘǘȍaph, Θou diǘ?঑

I looked aȍouǷd the ȍooǶ at all these dudes I’d doǷe ǁȍiǶes Βith—Spike, Nat
the Cat, Al PatȍoǶe, SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, SeaǷ E. Maǁ.

ঐIt’s all loΑe,঑ I said. ঐI’Ƕ Ƿot tȍΘiǷǘ to tell Θ’all hoΒ to haǷdle Θouȍ ǀusiǷess,
I’Ƕ just telliǷǘ Θou hoΒ I’Ƕ aǀout to haǷdle Ȍiȍe.঑

I Ƕade ǶΘ stateǶeǷt aǷd a ǗeΒ oǗ theǶ said, ঐOkaΘ.঑ A ǗeΒ said, ঐI heaȍ Θou,
Iǁe.঑ NoǀodΘ ǁould Ǘeel like I Βas selliǷǘ out, ǀeǁause theΘ all kǷeΒ I ΒasǷ’t
ǶakiǷǘ the kiǷd oǗ ǶoǷeΘ ȍappiǷǘ I used to Ƕake iǷ the stȍeets. IǷ Ǘaǁt, ǀΘ
ΒalkiǷǘ aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ the ǘaǶe, Ǘoȍ the ϯȍst tΒo Θeaȍs I Βas pȍettΘ Ƕuǁh ǀȍoke,
thouǘh I still dȍessed ϲΘ, still had ǶΘ jeΒelȍΘ aǷd ǶΘ Poȍsǁhe, still ǁaȍȍied ǶΘselǗ
like a plaΘeȍ.

But ǶΘ ǁaȍeeȍ Βas ǀuildiǷǘ a little ǶoǶeǷtuǶ: I Βas doiǷǘ shoΒs, selliǷǘ
soǶe ȍeǁoȍds, ǘettiǷǘ leǘit ǶoǷeΘ. I kǷeΒ that Ǘoȍ a dude like Spike, Βho ǁould
hit a jeΒelȍΘ liǁk Ǘoȍ a ǗeΒ huǷdȍed ǘȍaǷd, that teǶptatioǷ ΒasǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ to
suddeǷlΘ disappeaȍ.

2heǷ Θou staȍt to ǁoǶe up iǷ the Ƕusiǁ ǀusiǷess, Θou haΑe a ǘȍoup oǗ people
aȍouǷd Θou that aȍe taleǷted aǷd Θou’ȍe tȍΘiǷǘ to help theǶ ǀȍeak. As tiǶe ΒeǷt
oǷ, I ȍealized hoΒ haȍd a path it is to ǗolloΒ. Suǁǁess iǷ the eǷteȍtaiǷǶeǷt
iǷdustȍΘ isǷ’t ǀased oǷ taleǷt oȍ haȍd Βoȍk. It takes ǀoth, ǀut also a lot oǗ it is
tiǶiǷǘ aǷd luǁk—siǶplΘ ǀeiǷǘ iǷ the ȍiǘht plaǁe at the ȍiǘht tiǶe.

A lot oǗ it Βas diϩǁult—psΘǁholoǘiǁallΘ. It ȍeȌuiȍed a kiǷd oǗ ǶeǷtal ȍeset,
ǁoǶiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ the ǗȍeeΒheeliǷǘ liǗe oǗ a plaΘeȍ. 8ou ΒaǷt to ǀe a ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ aȍtist
oȍ aǷ aǁtoȍ? 2ell, Θou’Αe ǘot to ǀe aǀle to hit Θouȍ Ƕaȍks. 8ou’Αe ǘot to ǀe oǷ
tiǶe. 8ou’Αe ǘot to do Θouȍ iǷteȍΑieΒs. I ǶeaǷ, people see the ǘlaǶouȍ, ǀut
Θou’ȍe iǷ shoΒ ǖusiȍess—aǷd it ȍeȌuiȍes Θou to do a lot oǗ thiǷǘs iǷ a
ǀusiǷesslike ǶaǷǷeȍ.

A plaΘeȍ opeȍates oǷ his oΒǷ ǁloǁk. I kǷeΒ a lot oǗ ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds Ƕiǘht Ƿot ǀe
aǀle to pull it oϦ. SoǶe oǗ theǶ liked to ǘet hiǘh, theΘ liked to paȍtΘ till daΒǷ.
TheΘ daǶǷ suȍe didǷ’t like to take oȍdeȍs.



A lot oǗ the eaȍlΘ touȍs I ΒeǷt oǷ, I didǷ’t Ƕake a dollaȍ ǀeǁause I ǀuȍǷed up
all ǶΘ ǶoǷeΘ ǀΘ ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ theǶ aloǷǘ, puttiǷǘ theǶ oǷstaǘe. SoǶe oǗ theǶ, like
Nat the Cat, Βeȍe alȍeadΘ ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ Βith Ƕe, ǀut ǷoǷe oǗ theǶ had ǗaǷ ǀases
Θet.

ReǶeǶǀeȍ, duȍiǷǘ this eȍa iǷ hip-hop, Ƿo oǷe ȍeallΘ kǷeΒ hoΒ loǷǘ a ȍuǷ Βe
Βeȍe ǘoiǷǘ to haΑe. It ΒasǷ’t this estaǀlished ǀillioǷ-dollaȍ iǷdustȍΘ, so I’Ƕ suȍe
soǶe oǗ ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds Βeȍe thiǷkiǷǘ, Well, IǗe is ȌakiȍǮ this ȌusiǗ Ȍoȍey ȍo͏, ǖut
it ȌiǮht last a year or t͏o, aȍd theȍ he’ll ǖe ǖaǗk iȍ the streets.

BeΘoǷd ǶΘ aǁǁeptiǷǘ the Ǘaǁt that iǷǗaǶΘ aǷd ǗaǶe doǷ’t ǘo haǷd iǷ haǷd,
theȍe Βas aǷotheȍ thouǘht iǷ ǶΘ ǀȍaiǷ. I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍed ǶΘ Ǘatheȍ used to tell Ƕe
that ΒhateΑeȍ Θou ǁhoose to do, ǀe a pȍoǗessioǷal.

I took that to ǶeaǷ, iǗ Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe iǷ the uǷdeȍΒoȍld, theǷ do that.
Full-tiǶe. PȍoǗessioǷallΘ. That’s Θouȍ ǁaȍeeȍ: Θou’ȍe a plaΘeȍ, a hustleȍ, a thieǗ.
OǷ the otheȍ haǷd, iǗ Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe a sȌuaȍe aǷd Βoȍk a leǘit joǀ, theǷ
that’s Βhat Θou do. Eitheȍ ΒaΘ, ǘo all iǷ. DoǷ’t stȍaddle the ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǗeǷǁe. That’s
hoΒ Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǘo uǷdeȍ.

OǗ ǁouȍse, I hadǷ’t stopped ȍepȍeseǷtiǷǘ the ǁȍiǶiǷal liǗestΘle iǷ ǶΘ Ƕusiǁ. EΑeȍ
siǷǁe ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’ ঑ I’d ǀeeǷ ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ Βhat I ǁalled ঐȍealitΘ ȍap঑—Ƿo oǷe
Βas usiǷǘ that teȍǶ ǮaȍǮsta rap Θet. It ΒasǷ’t ȍealitΘ Ǘoȍ eΑeȍΘoǷe; it Βas
ȍeϲeǁtiǷǘ the liΑes oǗ Ƕe aǷd ǶΘ hoǶeǀoΘs iǷ South CeǷtȍal.

I Ƕade a ǁoǷsǁious deǁisioǷ to shoΒ ǀoth the A side aǷd the B side oǗ the
ǘaǶe. That’s the iǷϲueǷǁe oǗ ȍeadiǷǘ Iǁeǀeȍǘ SliǶ’s ǀooks. Suȍe, I’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ to
shoΒ Θou the ǘlaǶouȍ aǷd Ǘast ǶoǷeΘ that eǷtiǁe ǁats to ΒaǷt to ǀe plaΘeȍs, ǀut
also hoΒ theΘ eǷd up ǘettiǷǘ shot, oΑeȍdosiǷǘ, doiǷǘ liǗe iǷ pȍisoǷ. Theȍe aȍe Ƿo
suǁǁess stoȍies aǶoǷǘ ǘaǷǘsteȍs aǷd plaΘeȍs uǷless, like Ƕe, theΘ ǶaǷaǘe to ǘet
out iǷ tiǶe. No oǷe’s iǷΑiǷǁiǀle. 8ou staΘ iǷ the ǘaǶe loǷǘ eǷouǘh aǷd Θou ͏ill
ǘo to pȍisoǷ oȍ ǘet killed.

EΑeǷ thouǘh I ΒasǷ’t out theȍe ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ aǷΘǶoȍe, iǗ Θou Βatǁh soǶe
oǗ ǶΘ eaȍliest Αideos, Θou’ll see soǶe autheȍtiǗ plaΘeȍs. NothiǷǘ staǘed aǀout it.
It’s alǶost like doǁuǶeǷtaȍΘ Ǘootaǘe oǗ the ǁȍiǶiǷal liǗe.



The ǀest eΗaǶple oǗ that is the Αideo Βe shot Ǘoȍ ঐHiǘh Rolleȍs঑ ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ
seǁoǷd alǀuǶ, Po͏er, iǷ ࡹࡹࡺࡲ.

Speed oǭ liǭe: ǭast
It’s like ͏alkiȍǮ ǖareǭoot o͎er ǖrokeȍ Ǯlass
It’s like juȌpiȍǮ rope oȍ a razor ǖlade
All liǮhtȍiȍǮ-ȢuiǗk deǗisioȍs are Ȍade
Liǭestyle plush, ǭeȌales rush
This hiǮh-profile persoȍality ͏ho earȍs his pay illeǮally
Proǭessioȍal liar
SǗhoolǖoys adȌire
YouȍǮ Ǯirls desire
Very ǭe͏ li͎e to retire

EΑeȍΘthiǷǘ iǷ that Αideo Βas ȍeal. Those Βeȍe ouȍ ǘiȍls, ouȍ ǁaȍs, ouȍ ǶoǷeΘ,
ouȍ ǘuǷs. I Ƕade a ǀuǷǁh oǗ phoǷe ǁalls aǷd all ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds ǁaǶe stȍapped. The
ϯlǶ ǁȍeΒ Βas shittiǷǘ theǶselΑes ǀeǁause theΘ had ǷeΑeȍ seeǷ AR-ࡶࡲs, Uzis,
pistols, ǀulletpȍooǗ Αests. It Βas ǁȍazΘ.

The thiǷǘ aǀout is, I didǷ’t ȍealize Θou ǁould lie. I didǷ’t kǷoΒ Θou ǁould
Ǘake shit—Ƿot iǷ hip-hop. To Ƕe, ǁoǶiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ that hustleȍ’s liǗestΘle, it Βas
like: 2hΘ Βould Θou hiȍe Ƕodels Ǘoȍ Θouȍ Αideo, ǁhiǁks Θou doǷ’t eΑeǷ kǷoΒ?
Caȍs that Θou doǷ’t aǁtuallΘ oΒǷ? I thouǘht—ǷaiΑelΘ, I ǘuess—that iǗ Θou Βeȍe
peȍpetȍatiǷǘ a ǗȍauduleǷt iǶaǘe iǷ Θouȍ Αideos oȍ staǘe shoΒs, Θou’d ǘet ǁheǁked
Ǘoȍ it. 8eaȍs lateȍ, it ǀeǁaǶe ǁoǶǶoǷplaǁe Ǘoȍ a ǘeǷeȍatioǷ oǗ ঐstudio ǘaǷǘsteȍs.঑
But ǷoǷe oǗ that shit Βas eΑeǷ oǷ ouȍ ȍadaȍ ΒheǷ Βe Ƕade ঐHiǘh Rolleȍs.঑

Spike had ǁoǶe hoǶe ǗȍoǶ pȍisoǷ ȍeǁeǷtlΘ aǷd he’s iǷ the Αideo, ΒalkiǷǘ
thouǘh oǷe oǗ the shots, totiǷǘ aǷ Uzi.

IǷ Ǘaǁt, that ǀȍieǗ appeaȍaǷǁe iǷ ঐHiǘh Rolleȍs঑ ǁȍeated Ƕajoȍ pȍoǀleǶs. 2e
Βeȍe out oǷ a ǷatioǷal touȍ—the BȍiǷǘ the Noise touȍ Βith Puǀliǁ EǷeǶΘ aǷd
N.2.A. Spike aǷd the ȍest oǗ the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate Βas Βith Ƕe. Spike Βas
ΒaǷted Ǘoȍ a jeΒelȍΘ liǁk iǷ AȍizoǷa, aǷd the poliǁe out theȍe had a ΒitǷess.

2hile Βe’ȍe still out oǷ touȍ, ǶΘ ǶaǷaǘeȍ, Joȍǘe HiǷojosa, ǘets a ǁall ǗȍoǶ
the LAPD, askiǷǘ a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ȌuestioǷs: ঐDo Θou kǷoΒ AltoǷ Pieȍǁe?঑ Joȍǘe



tells theǶ Ƿo, he doesǷ’t kǷoΒ Βho theΘ’ȍe talkiǷǘ aǀout. TheΘ saΘ, ঐ2e ϯǷd
that haȍd to ǀelieΑe, ǀeǁause Θou’ȍe staǷdiǷǘ ǷeΗt to hiǶ iǷ this Ƕusiǁ Αideo.঑

Joȍǘe ǁalls Ƕe at the hotel aǷd saΘs that the ǁops aȍe lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Spike. SiǷǁe
he Βas oǷstaǘe Βith us eΑeȍΘ shoΒ, the ǁops ǁould just shoΒ up at the aȍeǷa aǷd
dȍaΒ doΒǷ oǷ us—I ǶeaǷ, this situatioǷ ǁould easilΘ tuȍǷ ǗuǁkiǷǘ Αolatile.

OǷ the touȍ ǀus, I ǶotioǷed Ǘoȍ Spike to ǁoǶe oΑeȍ.
ঐ8o, ǶaǷ, let Ƕe holleȍ at Θou ȍeal Ȍuiǁk.঑

SPIKE

We Βeȍe ǁoǶiǷǘ ǀaǁk ǗȍoǶ the MidΒest to do a shoΒ iǷ PhoeǷiΗ ΒheǷ Joȍǘe
ǘot the ǁall aǀout Ƕe. Iǁe said Βe Ƿeeded to talk, ǀut he did it iǷ a ϲΘ ǶaǷǷeȍ,
Ƿot iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ. He pulls Ƕe to the side oǷ the ǀus.

ঐSpike, ǁheǁk it out, ǶaǷ. I ǘot a ǁall ǗȍoǶ Joȍǘe aǷd the ǁops aȍe askiǷǘ hiǶ
aǀout Θou. ঒2heȍe’s AltoǷ Pieȍǁe?’ TheΘ saΒ Θou iǷ the ঒Hiǘh Rolleȍs’ Αideo.঑

I’Ƕ Ƿot iǷ that Αideo Ǘoȍ loǷǘ, ǀut I Βas oǷ-sǁȍeeǷ loǷǘ eǷouǘh Ǘoȍ theǶ to
ID Ƕe. I Βas ǁaȍȍΘiǷǘ aǷ Uzi, ΒeaȍiǷǘ this huǶuǷǘous ǘold plate ǶedallioǷ oǷ
ǶΘ Ƿeǁk—I ǶeaǷ, I Βas easΘ eǷouǘh to ID.

I looked at Iǁe. ঐDoǷ’t eΑeǷ tȍip. 2e’ll paȍt ΒaΘs iǷ PhoeǷiΗ. I’ll juǶp oϦ the
touȍ aǷd ǘo haǷdle this.঑

I ΒasǷ’t suȍe ho͏ I Βas ǘoǷǷa haǷdle it, ǀut I kǷeΒ I had to step aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ
Iǁe. He Ƕade it ǁȍΘstal ǁleaȍ that he Βas liΑiǷǘ a leǘit liǗe ǷoΒ, aǷd the last thiǷǘ I
eΑeȍ ΒaǷted Βas to ǘet hiǶ ǁauǘht up iǷ soǶe diȍt I Βas doiǷǘ oǷ ǶΘ oΒǷ. AǗteȍ
the shoΒ iǷ PhoeǷiΗ, I ǁauǘht a GȍeΘhouǷd aǷd ǘot ǀaǁk to L.A. As sooǷ as I
hit the stȍeets, I’Ƕ heaȍiǷǘ that theȍe’s a ǗuǁkiǷǘ task Ǘoȍǁe lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Ƕe,
kiǁkiǷǘ iǷ people’s ǗȍoǷt dooȍs—ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ, ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds. I doǷ’t kǷoΒ all the
details Θet, ǀut I kǷoΒ Ǘoȍ suȍe that I’Αe ǘot to ǘo uǷdeȍǘȍouǷd—staΘ oǷ the ȍuǷ
Ǘoȍ as loǷǘ as I ǁaǷ.

TuȍǷs out, this task Ǘoȍǁe Βas lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Ƕe Ǘoȍ a jeΒelȍΘ liǁk I’d hit iǷ
AȍizoǷa Βith ǶΘ ǁousiǷ Riǁh aǷd aǷotheȍ ΘouǷǘ hoǶie ǁalled CliǷt, the
ǀȍotheȍ oǗ oǷe oǗ Riǁh’s eΗ-ǘiȍlǗȍieǷds. That ΒasǷ’t his ȍeal ǷaǶe—he piǁked up
the stȍeet ǷaǶe ঐCliǷt঑ ǀeǁause he Βas so ǁalǶ aǷd ǁold Βith his ǘuǷplaΘ, like a



lot oǗ CliǷt EastΒood’s ǁhaȍaǁteȍs iǷ the ǶoΑies. The thȍee oǗ us hit a jeΒelȍΘ
liǁk aǷd ǘot aΒaΘ Βith a ǘood sǁoȍe—ǶostlΘ RoleΗes, diaǶoǷd ǀȍaǁelets, aǷd
soǶe otheȍ hiǘh-eǷd pieǁes. The poliǁe out theȍe iǷ AȍizoǷa eǷded up tȍaǁkiǷǘ
doΒǷ oǷe oǗ the ǁaȍs Βe’d used, aǷd it led theǶ to a Βhite kid Riǁh kǷeΒ out
theȍe—he ΒasǷ’t ȍeallΘ paȍt oǗ the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ, ǀut he’d dȍiΑeǷ us duȍiǷǘ the
ǘetaΒaΘ, aǷd he kǷeΒ Βho Βe Βeȍe. TheΘ ǁoǷǷeǁted the dots. UǷdeȍ pȍessuȍe,
he staȍted talkiǷǘ. He Βas aǀle to tell the ǁops ǶΘ ǁousiǷ’s ȍeal ǷaǶe. TheΘ
ǁoǷtaǁted LAPD, Βho had a ϯle oǷ Ƕe as a ǁaȍeeȍ jeΒel thieǗ.

I iǶǶediatelΘ ǶoΑed ǶΘ Meȍǁedes aǷd hid it uǷdeȍ a ǁaȍ ǁoΑeȍ. I took ǶΘ
ǀlaǁk TȍaǷs AǶ aǷd ǘot it paiǷted ǀȍiǘht ȍed.

I had a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǁash stashed oΑeȍ at ǶΘ paȍeǷts’ house aǷd I ϯǘuȍed I’d Ƿeed
the papeȍ iǗ I had to staΘ uǷdeȍǘȍouǷd Ǘoȍ a Βhile. I dȍiΑe oΑeȍ theȍe Βith Riǁh,
ǀut ΒheǷ Βe ǘet to the house, the plaǁe is suȍȍouǷded ǀΘ a ǀuǷǁh oǗ suspiǁious-
lookiǷǘ ǁaȍs—I’Ƕ pȍettΘ suȍe theΘ’ȍe ǁops iǷ uǷǶaȍked Αehiǁles doiǷǘ
suȍΑeillaǷǁe.

I deǁide to take the ǁhaǷǁe that theΘ ǶaΘ Ƿot ȍeǁoǘǷize ǶΘ TȍaǷs AǶ, siǷǁe
it’s paiǷted ȍed. I pull iǷto the dȍiΑeΒaΘ aǷd theǷ iǷto the ǀaǁkΘaȍd ȌuiǁklΘ. I’Ƕ
iǷ the house less thaǷ a ǶiǷute to ǘȍaǀ the ǶoǷeΘ, theǷ I juǶp ǀaǁk iǷ the TȍaǷs
AǶ aǷd Βe’ȍe out oǗ theȍe ǀeǗoȍe aǷΘ oǗ these ǁops ǁaǷ ϯǘuȍe out Βho I aǶ oȍ
ǀloǁk ǶΘ eΗit.

I iǶǶediatelΘ stop at the phoǷe ǀooth to ǁall ǀaǁk to ǶΘ paȍeǷts’ house. MΘ
sisteȍ aǷsΒeȍs.

ঐ2hat’s all that ǗuǁkiǷǘ Ƿoise?঑
ঐThe poliǁe just kiǁked the dooȍ iǷ, Spike!঑
ঐDaǶǷ, I just leǗt theȍe thiȍtΘ seǁoǷds aǘo.঑
ঐTheΘ’ȍe askiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Θou—঑
I heaȍ a ǁop askiǷǘ, ঐ2ho’s that oǷ the phoǷe?঑ aǷd she haǷǘs up oǷ Ƕe.
I tell Riǁh the ǁops aȍe ǀustiǷǘ iǷto ǶΘ paȍeǷts’ house aǷd Βe Ƿeed to keep

oǷ the ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǶoΑe. 2e’ȍe oǷ ouȍ ΒaΘ to Riǁh’s Ƕotheȍ’s house to ǘet soǶe oǗ
his thiǷǘs, ǀut ΒheǷ he phoǷes heȍ, the ǁops aȍe kiǁkiǷǘ iǷ the dooȍ theȍe as
Βell.

I ǘet us a ǁouple ȍooǶs at the MustaǷǘ Motel oǷ 2esteȍǷ AΑeǷue. Me aǷd
Riǁh plaǷ to staΘ oǷ the ȍuǷ Ǘoȍ as loǷǘ as Βe ǁaǷ. I haΑe ǶΘ ǘiȍl iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld—



the Ƕotheȍ oǗ ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ—ǁoǶe doΒǷ aǷd ǘet the TȍaǷs AǶ ǀeǗoȍe the ǁops
ǁaǷ spot it.

This LAPD task Ǘoȍǁe Βas Βell-kǷoΒǷ to us. It Βas headed up ǀΘ a deteǁtiΑe
Βho speǁialized iǷ ǁatǁhiǷǘ dudes that ȍoǀ ǀaǷks, aȍǶoȍed tȍuǁks, aǷd jeΒelȍΘ
stoȍes. TheΘ’d ȍeǁeǷtlΘ killed oǷe oǗ ǶΘ plaΘeȍ ǗȍieǷds Βho Βas a ǗuǘitiΑe—theΘ
Βeȍe oǷ his tail, he juǶped out oǗ the ǁaȍ aǷd tȍied to Ƕake it to the ǗȍoǷt dooȍ,
aǷd theΘ shot hiǶ dead iǷ his dȍiΑeΒaΘ.

NeΗt thiǷǘ I’Αe ǘot to do is sǁoop up the ΘouǷǘ hoǶie CliǷt, ǀut ǀeǗoȍe I ǁaǷ
ǘet hiǶ, the poliǁe ȍaid his Ƕotheȍ’s house, ǁatǁh hiǶ ǀΘ suȍpȍise ΒheǷ he’s
sleepiǷǘ, aǷd he doesǷ’t eΑeǷ haΑe the ǁhaǷǁe to hit the ǀaǁk dooȍ. The task
Ǘoȍǁe ǁops dȍaΒ doΒǷ oǷ hiǶ. 2ithiǷ aǀout tΒo houȍs oǗ ǀeiǷǘ aȍȍested, CliǷt’s
ǁuϦed aǷd iǷ leǘ shaǁkles, oǷ a CessǷa, ǀeiǷǘ eΗtȍadited to AȍizoǷa.

His ǗaǶilΘ ǘets Ƕe oǷ the phoǷe aǷd theΘ’ȍe ǗȍeakiǷǘ out. His Ƕotheȍ’s
ǁȍΘiǷǘ, his sisteȍ is shoutiǷǘ at Ƕe, ঐMΘ ǀȍotheȍ’s iǷ jail! SoǶeǀodΘ’s ǘot to do
soǶethiǷǘ! SoǶeǀodΘ is sǷitǁhiǷǘ oǷ hiǶ aǷd theΘ’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǘiΑe ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ
a huǷdȍed Θeaȍs!঑

This shit is like a ȍuǷaΒaΘ tȍaiǷ—CliǷt’s ǗaǶilΘ is ǗȍaǷtiǁ. I tell CliǷt’s ǶoǶ
aǷd sisteȍ to ǁalǶ doΒǷ—I doǷ’t Ƿeed theǶ doiǷǘ aǷΘthiǷǘ dȍastiǁ.

ঐLook, I alȍeadΘ ǘot a solutioǷ to all this Ƕess,঑ I saΘ. ঐDoǷ’t tȍip, I’ll haǷdle
it.঑

MΘ ǁousiǷ Βas the oǷlΘ oǷe I told aǀout ǶΘ plaǷ.
ঐRiǁh, theȍe’s Ƿo otheȍ optioǷ: I ǘot to ǘo ǀaǁk to AȍizoǷa aǷd ǘet this

ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ ΒitǷess.঑
So that’s Βhat I did. I dȍoΑe out to AȍizoǷa aloǷe aǷd ΒeǷt to the dude’s

addȍess aǷd piǁked hiǶ up. I just told hiǶ, ঐLet’s ǘo Ǘoȍ a dȍiΑe,঑ aǷd ǀeǗoȍe he
kǷeΒ it, Βe Βeȍe iǷ CaliǗoȍǷia.

2e Βeȍe all holed up at the MustaǷǘ Motel. I kept hiǶ theȍe Ǘoȍ like a Βeek
aǷd a halǗ, dȍilliǷǘ hiǶ. ঐLook, I kǷoΒ Θou told the poliǁe eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ, ǀut this is
Βhat’s ǘoiǷǘ to happeǷ: 8ou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǘo ǀaǁk aǷd Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to haΑe
aǶǷesia, Θou diǘ? 2heǷ Θou ǘet ǀaǁk theȍe, Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to saΘ Θou doǷ’t kǷoΒ
a ǘoddaǶǷed thiǷǘ. 8ou doǷ’t kǷoΒ aǷΘ oǗ ouȍ ǷaǶes.঑

Thȍouǘhout those teǷ daΘs, I had a ǗeΒ oǗ ǶΘ stȍeet paȍtǷeȍs ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs
ǁoǶiǷǘ thȍouǘh. This kid saΒ ǘuǷs, he saΒ all this Los AǷǘeles ǘaǷǘsteȍ



eǷΑiȍoǷǶeǷt, aǷd it sǁaȍed the doǘ shit out oǗ hiǶ.
ঐAll ȍiǘht,঑ he saΘs, ঐI’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ to ǘo ǀaǁk to AȍizoǷa aǷd tell theǶ I doǷ’t

kǷoΒ aǷΘthiǷǘ.঑
ঐThat’s ȍiǘht,঑ I said. ঐTheΘ ǁaǷ’t do ǷothiǷǘ to Θou ǀut hit Θou Βith

ǁoǷteǶpt oǗ ǁouȍt. MaΘǀe theΘ’ll ǘiΑe thiȍtΘ daΘs iǷ jail. TheΘ’ȍe Ƿot ǘoiǷǘ to
piǷ the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ oǷ Θou, ǀeǁause theΘ kǷoΒ Θou didǷ’t do it. 8ou’ȍe just ǘoǷǷa
haΑe to ǀite the ǀullet, ǶaǷ. 8ou’ȍe the oǷe Βho sǷitǁhed, ǷoΒ Θou’ȍe the oǷe
Βho’s ǘotta ϯΗ it.঑

At oǷe poiǷt duȍiǷǘ this Βeek, Iǁe ǁalled to ǁheǁk up oǷ Ƕe. Beaȍ iǷ ǶiǷd, I
ǁouldǷ’t dȍiΑe aǷΘΒheȍe, ǶΘ ǁaȍs aȍe all hiddeǷ, so I Βas depeǷdiǷǘ oǷ ǁats like
Iǁe aǷd Al PatȍoǶe Ǘoȍ ȍides. I Ƿeeded to ǘet to the stoȍe, so Iǁe ǁoǶes to ǘet Ƕe
iǷ his Meȍǁedes Βith his ǘiȍl. I ǁaǷ’t let this ΒitǷess out oǗ ǶΘ siǘht, so I’Αe ǘot
hiǶ Βith Ƕe iǷ the ǀaǁk seat oǗ Iǁe’s BeǷz. Iǁe is iǷ the daȍk aǀout the Βhole
situatioǷ. He kǷoΒs I’Ƕ oǷ the ȍuǷ Βith Riǁh, ǀut he had Ƿo idea I Βas ǘoiǷǘ to
see the ΒitǷess.

ঐLook, this shit is Ƿot ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe a pȍoǀleǶ,঑ I saΘ. ঐI ǘot the ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ
ΒitǷess ȍiǘht heȍe.঑

Iǁe looks at Ƕe iǷ the ȍeaȍΑieΒ Ƕiȍȍoȍ.
ঐ2hat the Ǘuǁk, Spike?঑
IǗ I had to do it all oΑeȍ aǘaiǷ, I ΒouldǷ’t haΑe ǁoǶpȍoǶised Iǁe ǀΘ puttiǷǘ

the ΒitǷess iǷto his ǁaȍ. At the tiǶe, I Βas just iǷ suȍΑiΑal Ƕode, ȍuǷǷiǷǘ
thȍouǘh ǶoǷeΘ like ǁȍazΘ paΘiǷǘ Ǘoȍ these hotel ȍooǶs aǷd Ǘood aǷd ǁlothes. All
ǶΘ thouǘhts Βeȍe Ǘoǁused oǷ ϯǘuȍiǷǘ out ǶΘ ǷeΗt ǶoΑe.

I iǶǶediatelΘ ǘot the ΒitǷess ǀaǁk to AȍizoǷa. 2heǷ it ǁoǶes tiǶe Ǘoȍ hiǶ
to ǘo to ǁouȍt aǘaiǷst CliǷt, he stiǁks to the sǁȍipt, does eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ aǁǁoȍdiǷǘ to
plaǷ. The dude has a suddeǷ ǁase oǗ aǶǷesia oǷ the staǷd. The DA is Ǘuȍious,
poiǷtiǷǘ at CliǷt: ঐDidǷ’t Θou pȍeΑiouslΘ ideǷtiǗΘ the deǗeǷdaǷt?঑ AǷd the
ΒitǷess saΘs, ঐNo, I’Αe ǷeΑeȍ seeǷ hiǶ ǀeǗoȍe.঑

2ithout the ΒitǷess ID, theΘ didǷ’t haΑe a ǁase aǷΘǶoȍe. TheΘ disǶissed the
ǁhaȍǘes aǘaiǷst CliǷt aǷd he ǁaǶe hoǶe. I told Iǁe I Βas ǘoiǷǘ to ǘo out to
AȍizoǷa aǷd suȍȍeǷdeȍ. ঐTheΘ thȍeΒ the ǁase out aǘaiǷst CliǷt; ǷoΒ Ƕe aǷd ǶΘ
ǁousiǷ ǁaǷ tuȍǷ ouȍselΑes iǷ—theΘ doǷ’t haΑe shit aǘaiǷst us.঑



EΑeǷ aǗteȍ I Βas iǷ jail iǷ AȍizoǷa, this task Ǘoȍǁe kept huǷtiǷǘ Ƕe. TheΘ Βeȍe
ǗolloΒiǷǘ Al PatȍoǶe aȍouǷd. 2e look a lot alike, ǀut TȍoǶe’s talleȍ aǷd a ǗeΒ
Θeaȍs oldeȍ. Al PatȍoǶe is oǷe oǗ the Ƕost loΘal ǁats out theȍe, oǷe oǗ the ǗeΒ
dudes Βho still liΑes ǀΘ the ǁode. To Ƕe, he’s the ultiǶate plaΘeȍ. ঐI aiǷ’t Ƿo
ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ ǘaǷǘsteȍ,঑ he’ll saΘ. ঐI’Ƕ aǷ iǷteȍǷatioǷal jeΒel thieǗ aǷd I Βalk
thȍouǘh Βalls.঑

Lateȍ oǷ, TȍoǶe told Ƕe eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ that ΒeǷt doΒǷ Βhile I Βas iǷ AȍizoǷa.
He saΘs, ঐMaǷ, poliǁe oǷ a Ƿiǘǘa’s tȍail—theΘ kiǁked iǷ the dooȍ thiǷkiǷǘ I Βas
Θou.঑

The task Ǘoȍǁe ǗolloΒed Al PatȍoǶe to this paȍtΘ ϯlled Βith plaΘeȍs iǷ BeΑeȍlΘ
Hills, kiǁked the dooȍ iǷ, laid eΑeȍΘoǷe doΒǷ Βith ǘuǷs, shoutiǷǘ, ঐ2heȍe’s
AltoǷ Pieȍǁe?঑ At ϯȍst, ǷoǀodΘ Βould tell the ǁops shit. TheΘ stuǁk to the
plaΘeȍs’ ǁode oǗ sileǷǁe. The deteǁtiΑes had a ǀook oǗ jeΒel thieΑes iǷ the Los
AǷǘeles aȍea aǷd theΘ shoΒed TȍoǶe ǶΘ piǁtuȍe. ঐ8ou doǷ’t kǷoΒ AltoǷ
Pieȍǁe, aka Spike?঑

Not oǷlΘ Βeȍe theΘ pȍessiǷǘ Al PatȍoǶe, theΘ Βeȍe aǁǁusiǷǘ Iǁe oǗ ǀeiǷǘ
iǷΑolΑed soǶehoΒ. ঐ2e’Αe seeǷ AltoǷ Pieȍǁe iǷ these Ƕusiǁ Αideos. Does Iǁe-T
haΑe soǶethiǷǘ to do Βith this? Is he hidiǷǘ Pieȍǁe?঑

FiǷallΘ, TȍoǶe tells theǶ, ঐLook, Iǁe doǷ’t haΑe shit to do Βith aǷΘ oǗ this.
Matteȍ oǗ Ǘaǁt, Iǁe told Spike to tuȍǷ hiǶselǗ iǷ.঑

ঐ2hat aȍe Θou talkiǷǘ aǀout?঑
ঐSpike’s loǁked up iǷ AȍizoǷa ȍiǘht ǷoΒ.঑
ঐBullshit.঑ TheΘ tuȍǷ aȍouǷd aǷd ǁall the poliǁe iǷ AȍizoǷa aǷd ask theǶ to

ȍuǷ ǶΘ ǷaǶe. ঐHaΑe Θou ǘot aǷ AltoǷ Pieȍǁe iǷ ǁustodΘ out theȍe?঑
AǷd ΒheǷ theΘ ǗouǷd out it Βas tȍue, these task Ǘoȍǁe ǁops Βeȍe ǗuǶiǷǘ.

TheΘ Βeȍe hotteȍ thaǷ a ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ. LuǁkilΘ, I Βas tΒo steps ahead oǗ theǶ.
Iǁe didǷ’t tell Ƕe to tuȍǷ ǶΘselǗ iǷ. That’s Ƿot hoΒ Iǁe ǘets doΒǷ. Faǁt is, Iǁe

kǷeΒ ǷothiǷǘ aǀout the AȍizoǷa ȍoǀǀeȍΘ oȍ hoΒ I Βas plaǷǷiǷǘ to ǀeat the ǁase.
But that Βas Al PatȍoǶe’s ΒaΘ oǗ telliǷǘ the ǁops, ঐLook, Iǁe is liΑiǷǘ his liǗe
leǘitiǶatelΘ as aǷ eǷteȍtaiǷeȍ, stȍiǁtlΘ ǶakiǷǘ Ƕusiǁ aǷd touȍiǷǘ. He isǷ’t out
theȍe stealiǷǘ jeΒels oȍ ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ iǷ aǷΘ ΒaΘ, shape, oȍ ǗoȍǶ.঑

The ΒitǷess stuǁk to the plaǷ, didǷ’t ID us, aǷd Βe ǀeat the ǁase—Ƕe aǷd
ǶΘ ǁousiǷ Riǁh ǀoth Βalked, just like CliǷt.



2heǷ I ǘot ǀaǁk to L.A., it Βas a ȍealitΘ ǁheǁk. SiǷǁe the ǁops had loǁated Ƕe
thȍouǘh the ঐHiǘh Rolleȍs঑ Αideo aǷd kǷeΒ I Βas oǷstaǘe doiǷǘ shoΒs as paȍt oǗ
RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate, theΘ ǷatuȍallΘ assuǶed Iǁe Βas still ǶΘ ǁȍiǶe paȍtǷeȍ. It
ΒasǷ’t the last tiǶe theΘ’d aǁǁuse Iǁe oǗ ǀeiǷǘ paȍt oǗ soǶethiǷǘ illeǘal that he
had aǀsolutelΘ Ƿo kǷoΒledǘe oǗ. He Βas siǶplΘ loΘal to his ǗȍieǷds aǷd tȍΘiǷǘ to
ǀȍiǷǘ us aloǷǘ oǷ his jouȍǷeΘ.

I ǗullΘ uǷdeȍstood Βhat Iǁe’s iǷteǷtioǷs Βeȍe ΒheǷ he had that talk Βith the
Old CȍiǶe CȍeΒ at the UǷited NatioǷs ǁluǀ. EΑeǷ thouǘh he ΒasǷ’t ǶakiǷǘ
seȍious ǶoǷeΘ iǷ the eaȍlΘ daΘs oǗ his ȍap ǁaȍeeȍ, he’d ǘotteǷ a ǘliǶpse oǗ Βhat
Βas possiǀle iǷ the Ǘutuȍe. 2iǷ, lose, oȍ dȍaΒ, he Βas ΒalkiǷǘ the stȍaiǘht aǷd
ǷaȍȍoΒ. Not oǷlΘ Βas he out oǗ the ǘaǶe, ǀut Ǘoȍ those oǗ us Βho Βeȍe still
aǁtiΑe, still out theȍe doiǷǘ diȍt, Βe ǁouldǷ’t eΑeǷ ͏hisper shit aȍouǷd hiǶ. He
Βas just too hiǘh-pȍoϯle. Like he said, Βe Ƿeeded to pȍeteǷd that all ouȍ
ǁoǷΑeȍsatioǷs Βith hiǶ Βeȍe ǀuǘǘed.

LookiǷǘ ǀaǁk oǷ it todaΘ, I ǁaǷ see that Iǁe Βas ǘiΑiǷǘ us leǘit optioǷs,
eǷǁouȍaǘiǷǘ us to Ƕake sǶaȍteȍ ǁhoiǁes Βith ouȍ liΑes, ǁhalleǷǘiǷǘ us to Ƕake a
positiΑe ǁhaǷǘe. The ǀall Βas iǷ ouȍ ǁouȍt. It Βas up to us to deǁide Βhetheȍ Βe
Βeȍe ȍeadΘ to aǁǁept that ǁhalleǷǘe oȍ Ƿot.



CHAPTER 6

NEW JACK HUSTLER

Here I ǗoȌe, so you ǖetter ǖreak ȍorth
As I stride, Ȍy Ǯold Ǘhaiȍs Ǯlide ǖaǗk aȍd ǭorth
I Ǘare ȍothiȍǮ ’ǖout you, aȍd that’s e͎ideȍt
All I lo͎e’s Ȍy dope aȍd dead presideȍts

—ICE, ࣮NEW JACK HUSTLER࣯

ICE

MΘ ǗȍieǷd Chuǁk D oǷǁe said, ঐIǁe-T is the oǷlΘ peȍsoǷ Βho does thiǷǘs that
ǁoǶpletelΘ jeopaȍdize his ǁaȍeeȍ just to staΘ aΒake.঑

It’s Ƿot that I’Ƕ tȍΘiǷǘ to jeopardize ǶΘ ǁaȍeeȍ, ǀut oǷǁe I Ǘeel like
soǶethiǷǘ’s too easΘ, I alΒaΘs ǘet the uȍǘe to sΒitǁh laǷes.

2heǷ I did the soǷǘ ঐI’Ƕ 8ouȍ Pusheȍ,঑ it Βas oǷe oǗ the ϯȍst ȍap ȍeǁoȍds
Βith a siǷǘiǷǘ hook—Βe ǘot ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd PiǶpiǷ’ ReΗ to siǷǘ the ǁhoȍus oǗ Cuȍtis
MaΘϯeld’s ঐPusheȍǶaǷ.঑ It ǘot soǶe ȍadio plaΘ—the soǷǘ ǁhaȍted, aǷd I Βas
like, ঐThis is too easΘ. Aȍe people ǗeeliǷǘ this joiǷt ǀeǁause oǗ ǶΘ lΘȍiǁs oȍ
ǀeǁause oǗ Cuȍtis MaΘϯeld?঑ I’Αe ǷeΑeȍ used aǷotheȍ siǷǘiǷǘ hook oǷ aǷΘ oǗ ǶΘ
ȍap ȍeǁoȍds.

That ǶaΘ ǀe a ǁaȍȍΘoΑeȍ ǗȍoǶ the ǁoǷstaǷt adȍeǷaliǷe ȍush oǗ the ǘaǶe. I’Ƕ
Ǘueled ǀΘ takiǷǘ ȍisks; I like aǷ aȍtistiǁ ǁhalleǷǘe, testiǷǘ ǶΘ liǶits, tȍΘiǷǘ
soǶethiǷǘ ǷeΒ.



BΘ ࡱࡺࡺࡲ, I had thȍee ȍap alǀuǶs uǷdeȍ ǶΘ ǀelt, tΒo oǗ theǶ ǘold, oǷe
platiǷuǶ. I Βas alȍeadΘ plaǷǷiǷǘ oǷ ǗoȍǶiǷǘ a Ƕetal ǀaǷd Βith soǶe oǗ ǶΘ
ǁlosest ǗȍieǷds ǗȍoǶ hiǘh sǁhool, aǷd theǷ suddeǷlΘ, out oǗ the ǁleaȍ ǀlue, I ǘet
oϦeȍed the ǁhaǷǁe to staȍ iǷ a Ǘeatuȍe ϯlǶ.

BeǗoȍe this, I ǷeΑeȍ oǷǁe thouǘht aǀout aǁtiǷǘ. No ȍappeȍ had doǷe it ǀeǗoȍe.
I’Ƕ Ƿot talkiǷǘ aǀout the little ǁaǶeo I had iǷ Breakiȍ’, oȍ ǶoΑies like TouǮher
Thaȍ Leather, Βheȍe RuǷ-DMC plaΘed theǶselΑes. No hip-hop aȍtist had eΑeȍ
ǀeeǷ ǁast iǷ a pȍopeȍ aǁtiǷǘ ȍole, pȍoǀaǀlΘ ǀeǁause Ƿo seȍious diȍeǁtoȍ had eΑeȍ
thouǘht a ȍappeȍ ǁould pull it oϦ.

As plaΘeȍs, ǘuΘs like Ƕe aǷd Spike aǷd Al P. aǷd Nat the Cat Βeȍe alΒaΘs
aǁtiǷǘ to soǶe eΗteǷt—aǷd soǶe oǗ ouȍ liǁks deϯǷitelΘ uǷǗolded like sǁeǷes
ǗȍoǶ ǶoΑies. But that’s ͏ay diϦeȍeǷt thaǷ ǀeiǷǘ oǷ loǁatioǷ at siΗ iǷ the
ǶoȍǷiǷǘ, haΑiǷǘ Θouȍ liǷes ǶeǶoȍized, hittiǷǘ Θouȍ Ƕaȍks, aǷd ΒoȍkiǷǘ Βith
tȍaiǷed aǁtoȍs aǷd a ǁȍeΒ suȍȍouǷdiǷǘ Θou, depeȍdiȍǮ oǷ Θou to deliΑeȍ the
ǘoods.

I ǘot ǶΘ ϯȍst staȍȍiǷǘ ȍole uǷeΗpeǁtedlΘ, siǶplΘ ǀeǁause I Βas talkiǷǘ shit to
soǶe dude iǷ the ǀathȍooǶ oǗ a ǁluǀ iǷ L.A.

ঐ8eah, the pȍoǀleǶ is, Ƿiǘǘa, iǗ theΘ ǁould put Ƕe uǷdeȍ a Ƕiǁȍosǁope aǷd
ϯǷd oǷe Ƕoleǁule iǷ ǶΘ DNA that ǘaΑe a Ǘuǁk, theǷ ǶaΘǀe theΘ ǁould aǷǘle
Ƕe, Θa diǘ? But theΘ ǁaǷ’t aǷǘle Ƕe ǀeǁause I doǷ’t ǘiΑe a ǭuǗk aǀout these
ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs!঑

I Βas iǷ oǷe oǗ the stalls, aǷd Maȍio 0aǷ Peeǀles oΑeȍhead Ƕe aǷd told
hiǶselǗ, Okay, ͏hoe͎er said that is ǮoiȍǮ to star iȍ Ȍy ȍe͔t Ȍo͎ie. He alȍeadΘ had
the sǁȍipt Ǘoȍ Ne͏ JaǗk City aǷd Βas iǷ the pȍoǁess oǗ ǁastiǷǘ. He ǁaǶe aǷd
ǗouǷd Ƕe at the otheȍ eǷd oǗ the ǁluǀ Βheȍe I Βas talkiǷǘ to soǶe ǁhiǁks—
ǁaǶpaiǘǷiǷǘ, as Βe saΘ.

ঐIǁe, I’Αe ǘot a ǶoΑie ȍole Ǘoȍ Θou.঑
I’Ƕ like, ঐ8eah, okaΘ, ǁool.঑ I ϯǘuȍed Maȍio Βas doiǷǘ his oΒǷ ǁaǶpaiǘǷiǷǘ,

Θou kǷoΒ, tȍΘiǷǘ to iǶpȍess these ǗeǶales. We should ͏ork toǮether—that’s a
ǁlassiǁ HollΘΒood ǀullshit liǷe.

I iǷtȍoduǁed hiǶ to these ǘiȍls, ϯǘuȍiǷǘ that Βas that, ǀut he saΘs, ঐI’Ƕ
seȍious, Iǁe,঑ aǷd he haǷds Ƕe his ǀusiǷess ǁaȍd. ঐCall Ƕe at 2aȍǷeȍ Bȍos.
toǶoȍȍoΒ. IǗ Θou’ȍe iǷteȍested, Βe’ll ǘet Θou the sǁȍipt to look at.঑



The ǷeΗt daΘ I ǁalled 2aȍǷeȍ Bȍos., aǷd it Βas oǷ the up-aǷd-up. I dȍoΑe oΑeȍ
to the lot, sat doΒǷ iǷ Maȍio’s oϩǁe, aǷd he haǷded Ƕe the sǁȍipt.

ঐ2hat’s the ǁhaȍaǁteȍ’s ǷaǶe?঑
ঐSǁottΘ AppletoǷ.঑
FlippiǷǘ thȍouǘh the paǘes, I iǶǶediatelΘ saΒ a lot oǗ ǗuǁkiǷǘ dialoǘue.
ঐ8o, Maȍio, theȍe’s liǷes oǷ eΑeȍΘ paǘe. This is a staȍȍiǷǘ ȍole. I’Αe ǷeΑeȍ aǁted

ǀeǗoȍe. I ǁaǷ’t do this.঑
ঐSuȍe, Θou ǁaǷ.঑
ঐ2ho else Θou ǘot Ǘoȍ the piǁtuȍe?঑
ঐ2e ǘot 2esleΘ SǷipes, Chȍis Roǁk.…঑
2esleΘ aǷd Chȍis aȍe ǀiǘ ǷaǶes ǷoΒ, ǀut at the tiǶe theΘ Βeȍe Ƿot ǀaǷkaǀle

staȍs. 2esleΘ had oǷlΘ doǷe oǷe ϯlǶ, Major LeaǮue, aǷd Chȍis Βas kǷoΒǷ Ǘoȍ
ǀeiǷǘ a ΘouǷǘ ǁast ǶeǶǀeȍ oǷ Saturday NiǮht Li͎e.

I ȍead SǁottΘ AppletoǷ’s opeǷiǷǘ sǁeǷes. ঐ2ait, hold up? Maȍio, Θou ΒaǷt
Ƕe to plaΘ a ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁop? AǷd he’s ǘot dȍeadloǁks?঑ At the tiǶe, I Βas still
ȍoǁkiǷǘ a peȍǶ.

Nah, ȍah, ȍah. This aiȍ’t happeȍiȍǮ. Me? PlayiȍǮ the ǭuǗkiȍǮ poliǗe?
I leǗt Maȍio’s oϩǁe, telliǷǘ hiǶ I’d thiǷk aǀout it.
At the tiǶe, I thouǘht it Βas ǁȍazΘ, ǀut Maȍio’s idea Βas iǷǘeǷious iǗ Θou stop

aǷd thiǷk aǀout it: ϯǷd aǷ aǁtual stȍeet ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ, a ǘuΘ Βho speǷt Θeaȍs
ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ, to plaΘ a deteǁtiΑe. It’s the ultiǶate ǁastiǷǘ aǘaiǷst tΘpe. Lateȍ,
this Βas the saǶe thiǷkiǷǘ Diǁk 2olǗ had iǷ oϦeȍiǷǘ Ƕe the ȍole oǗ FiǷ oǷ La͏
& Order: SVU. IǗ Θou haΑe a stȍeet dude plaΘiǷǘ poliǁe, it ǘiΑes Θou a Βhole
diϦeȍeǷt eǷeȍǘΘ—a diϦeȍeǷt sΒaǘ.

I’Ƕ usuallΘ pȍettΘ selǗ-assuȍed aǷd Ƕake deǁisioǷs ȌuiǁklΘ. But Ne͏ JaǗk City
had Ƕe ǁoǷǗused like a ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ. HoΒ ǁould I take the ȍole oǗ a ǁop ΒheǷ
I’d speǷt so ǶaǷΘ Θeaȍs iǷ the ǘaǶe? OǷe ǀΘ oǷe, I asked ǶΘ old ǁȍiǶies like Al
P., Spike, SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, aǷd Nat the Cat.

ঐ8o, I ǘot oϦeȍed this ǀiǘ ǶoΑie ȍole. But heȍe’s the thiǷǘ: theΘ ΒaǷt Ƕe to
plaΘ a piǘ.঑

ঐ2oȍd?঑ TheǷ, aǗteȍ a pause, theΘ all said the eΗaǁt saǶe thiǷǘ. ঐIǁe, ǁould I
ǀe iǷ the ǶoΑie?঑



NeΗt, I ǁheǁked Βith the hoǶies Βho Βeȍe stuǁk iǷside. At this tiǶe, I Βas
ǘettiǷǘ alǶost a phoǷe ǁall a daΘ ǗȍoǶ the joiǷt. ঐDude, I ǘot aǷ oϦeȍ to ǀe iǷ a
ǶoΑie, ǀut theΘ ΒaǷt Ƕe to plaΘ a ǁop—hoΒ Θou Ǘeel aǀout that?঑

AǘaiǷ, aǗteȍ a pause, I’d alΒaΘs ǘet the saǶe ȍespoǷse: ঐIǁe, iǗ I Βas out, Θou
thiǷk I ǁould ǀe iǷ the ǶoΑie?঑

The hoǶies ΒeȍeǷ’t ǘiΑiǷǘ Ƕe aǷΘ ǘuidaǷǁe.
It Βas the sisteȍs doΒǷ at Good Fȍed’s, Βheȍe I Βould ǘet ǶΘ haiȍ peȍǶed,

Βho ǁoǷΑiǷǁed Ƕe.
ঐIǁe, ǀaǀΘ, Θou ǀetteȍ do this. 8ou ǀetteȍ take this oppoȍtuǷitΘ to ǀe iǷ a

ǶoΑie. 8’all up heȍe ǁoǶplaiǷiǷǘ aǀout the ǁoǷditioǷs iǷ the hood aǷd ǷoΒ Θou
ǘot aǷ opeǷ dooȍ. Plus, Βe kǷoΒ Θou’ȍe oǷe ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ Βho’s ǘoǷǷa keep it
ȍeal. ListeǷ, Iǁe, iǗ Θou doǷ’t do the ǶoΑie, Θou’s a ȍeal liΑe suǁkeȍ.঑

I ǁalled Maȍio aǷd told hiǶ, ঐ8eah, okaΘ, I’Ƕ iǷ.঑
But I Βas still uǷsettled. I ǶeaǷ, it Βas suǁh a ǁoǷtȍadiǁtioǷ: at this tiǶe, I’Ƕ

also ΒoȍkiǷǘ oǷ ǶΘ Ǘouȍth alǀuǶ—Βe’ȍe ǁalliǷǘ it O.G.: OriǮiȍal GaȍǮster—
aǷd ǷoΒ I’Ƕ aǀout to plaΘ a ǁop?

I ǁaǷ’t ǗȍoǷt—ΒheǷ I ϲeΒ to NeΒ 8oȍk to staȍt shootiǷǘ, it Ǘelt like I Βas
ǁoǶǶittiǷǘ ǁaȍeeȍ suiǁide.

SPIKE

Riǘht ǀeǗoȍe Iǁe Ƕade his ǶoΑe iǷto aǁtiǷǘ, he ǁoǷǷeǁted Ƕe to a Ƕusiǁ
pȍoduǁeȍ ǷaǶed JohǷǷΘ RiΑeȍs—eΑeȍΘoǷe ǁalls hiǶ SleepΘ JohǷ—aǷd Βe
staȍted ΒoȍkiǷǘ toǘetheȍ iǷ the studio. Me aǷd Nat the Cat had soǶe diϦeȍeǷǁes
oǗ opiǷioǷ Βith ouȍ ǘȍoup pȍojeǁt, so I ΒeǷt out theȍe as a solo aȍtist.

JohǷǷΘ RiΑeȍs helped Ƕe ȍeǁoȍd ϯΑe oǗ ǶΘ oȍiǘiǷal soǷǘs, aǷd I staȍted to talk
to pȍoǶoteȍs to ǘet ǶΘselǗ little opeǷiǷǘ ǘiǘs. I’d saΘ, ঐLet Ƕe just ǘo out theȍe
aǷd do thȍee soǷǘs to ΒaȍǶ this shit up Ǘoȍ Θ’all.঑ I didǷ’t ask Ǘoȍ ǶoǷeΘ, just the
ǁhaǷǁe to peȍǗoȍǶ. I did a ǗeΒ opeǷiǷǘ-aǁt ǘiǘs at UǷited NatioǷs aǷd 2ateȍ the
Bush. I opeǷed up Ǘoȍ Diǘital UǷdeȍǘȍouǷd ΒheǷ theΘ ǁaǶe to L.A. aǷd ǘot to
haǷǘ out Βith Shoǁk G aǷd Tupaǁ ǀaǁkstaǘe.



I didǷ’t haΑe ǶΘ ȍhΘǶiǷǘ skills ȍeϯǷed Θet—I had poteǷtial, ǀut I deϯǷitelΘ
Ƿeeded soǶe diȍeǁtioǷ aǷd ǘuidaǷǁe to ǀeǁoǶe Ƕoȍe polished. I had a lot oǗ
ǁȍeatiΑe eǷeȍǘΘ, ǀut it Βas still ǀeiǷǘ Ƕisused, ǁhaǷǷeled iǷto all the ǷeǘatiΑitΘ oǗ
the ǘaǶe.

At this poiǷt, iǷ ࡱࡺࡺࡲ, Iǁe Βas a ǶillioǷ Ƕiles aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ the ǘaǶe—he Βas
stȍiǁtlΘ doiǷǘ his Ƕusiǁ aǷd aǁtiǷǘ—aǷd ΒasǷ’t aΒaȍe I Βas out theȍe hittiǷǘ
liǁks. NoǷe oǗ the Old CȍiǶe CȍeΒ kǷeΒ that I Βas still aǁtiΑe. AǗteȍ that
situatioǷ Βith the ঐHiǘh Rolleȍs঑ Αideo, I Βas ǁaȍeǗul to keep eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ
ǁoǶpaȍtǶeǷtalized.

IǷ the Ƕusiǁ Βoȍld, I Βas just aǷ aspiȍiǷǘ ȍappeȍ. But iǷ the ǘaǶe, I Βas a
Ǘull-ϲedǘed ǶoǷsteȍ. EΑeȍΘǀodΘ else had ǗalleǷ ǀΘ the ΒaΘside, had eitheȍ leǗt the
liǗe oȍ ǘoǷe to pȍisoǷ. I Βas out theȍe aloǷe ǁaȍȍΘiǷǘ the ǀaǷǷeȍ.

Deep doΒǷ, I didǷ’t ΒaǷt to keep doiǷǘ it. I ΒaǷted to ǘo leǘit just like Iǁe. I
had ǘoals set Ǘoȍ ǶΘselǗ—I Βas ǘoiǷǘ to staΘ iǷ the studio, ΒȍitiǷǘ aǷd ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ,
uǷtil I ǁould ǘet aǷ alǀuǶ deal. But uǷtil I ǘot siǘǷed, the oǷlΘ ΒaΘ I kǷeΒ hoΒ
to selǗ-ϯǷaǷǁe ǶΘ ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ Βas ǀΘ hittiǷǘ jeΒel liǁks. That Βas ǶΘ eΗit stȍateǘΘ.
I ΒaǷted to soǁk aΒaΘ eǷouǘh oǗ a Βaȍ ǁhest to ǀuild ǶΘ oΒǷ sǶall studio iǷ
Bakeȍsϯeld aǷd ȍeǁoȍd Ƕateȍial uǷtil a laǀel siǘǷed Ƕe.

Like Iǁe said, ΒheǷ Θou’Αe ǀeeǷ liΑiǷǘ so loǷǘ as a ǁȍiǶiǷal, Θouȍ thiǷkiǷǘ is
Βaȍped. It’s upside doΒǷ. As a Ǘull-tiǶe plaΘeȍ, Θou justiǗΘ aǷd ȍatioǷalize all
Θouȍ ǀad ǁhoiǁes as ǀeiǷǘ soǶethiǷǘ Θou ȍeed to do. IǷ Θouȍ ǶiǷd, ȍoǀǀeȍΘ’s
Ƿot ΒȍoǷǘ—it’s a ǷeǁessitΘ: Yo, I ȍeed to Ǯet this ͏ar Ǘhest set aside so I Ǘaȍ Ǯo
leǮit.

SelǗ-ǁoǷϯdeǷǁe is a ǘȍeat ȌualitΘ to haΑe, ǀut ǶΘ Aǁhilles’ heel iǷ the ǘaǶe
Βas o͎erǁoǷϯdeǷǁe. MΘ thiǷkiǷǘ Βas ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ, I’Ȍ ȍot the dude that’s Ǯoȍȍa
Ǯet ǗauǮht. Nah, ȍot Ȍe. Not MaǮiǗ Spike. People oǷ the outside lookiǷǘ iǷ ǁaǷ’t
uǷdeȍstaǷd it, ǀut ΒheǷ Θou’Αe ǘotteǷ aΒaΘ Ƕoȍe thaǷ ࡶࡺ peȍǁeǷt oǗ the tiǶe,
Θou staȍt ǀelieΑiǷǘ that Θou’ȍe uǷtouǁhaǀle. 8eah, I Ǘell iǷ ࡵࡹࡺࡲ aǷd did alǶost
Ǘouȍ Θeaȍs Ǘoȍ that liǁk iǷ 0eǷtuȍa CouǷtΘ, ǀut I’d eleΑated ǶΘ ǘaǶe so Ƕuǁh
siǷǁe theǷ. I’d hit so ǶaǷΘ liǁks aǷd ǘotteǷ aΒaΘ, I Βas ǗeeliǷǘ iǷΑiǷǁiǀle.

8eah, I Βas ǁoǁkΘ as Ǘuǁk—I ǶeaǷ, I saΒ ǶΘselǗ as this ΘouǷǘ ǁȍiǶiǷal
ǶasteȍǶiǷd. LookiǷǘ ǀaǁk oǷ it todaΘ, Βhile Iǁe Βas oϦ ϯlǶiǷǘ Ne͏ JaǗk City, I
saΒ ǶΘselǗ diȍeǁtiǷǘ little ǁȍiǶe ǶoΑies oǗ ǶΘ oΒǷ—usiǷǘ aǁtoȍs, pȍops,



sǁȍiptiǷǘ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ out. The diϦeȍeǷǁe Βas, iǷstead oǗ doiǷǘ soǶethiǷǘ positiΑe
Βith it, I Βas usiǷǘ all this aȍtistiǁ eǷeȍǘΘ Ǘoȍ takiǷǘ doΒǷ a jeΒelȍΘ liǁk.

BΘ ࡱࡺࡺࡲ, the ǘaǶe had Ƕoȍphed ǁoǶpletelΘ ǗȍoǶ ouȍ eȍa oǗ ϯǷessiǷǘ to the
eȍa oǗ pistol ǀashes—these ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs pulliǷǘ aȍǶed ȍoǀǀeȍies had Ǘuǁked it all
up Ǘoȍ the ȍest oǗ us. AlǶost eΑeȍΘ jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe aȍouǷd L.A. had ǀeeǷ hit so
oǗteǷ, theΘ’d iǶpleǶeǷted heaΑΘ seǁuȍitΘ Ƕeasuȍes.

IǷstead oǗ ǘoiǷǘ out oǗ state lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ plaǁes that Βeȍe sleep, I staȍted to
take a ǁloseȍ look at liǁks that Βeȍe sittiǷǘ theȍe ȍiǘht uǷdeȍ ouȍ Ƿoses, liǁks Βe
alΒaΘs ǁoǷsideȍed out oǗ ȍeaǁh. Foȍ eΗaǶple, theȍe aȍe all these hiǘh-eǷd jeΒelȍΘ
stoȍes oǷ Rodeo DȍiΑe, ǀut plaΘeȍs like Ƕe aǷd Iǁe ǷeΑeȍ tȍied to hit liǁks iǷ
BeΑeȍlΘ Hills ǀeǁause the seǁuȍitΘ Βas too hiǘh, the ȍisk Βas too ǘȍeat. 2e used
to saΘ oǷǁe Θou ǁȍossed 2ilshiȍe BouleΑaȍd, as a ΘouǷǘ Blaǁk dude, it Βas like
Θou Βeȍe eǷteȍiǷǘ a ǗoȍeiǘǷ ǁouǷtȍΘ. 2ilshiȍe Βas the diΑidiǷǘ liǷe. IǷ BeΑeȍlΘ
Hills, theȍe Βas ΒaΘ too ǶaǷΘ poliǁe, ΒaΘ too Ƕuǁh sǁȍutiǷΘ oǷ Θou.

2ith a lot oǗ these hiǘh-eǷd stoȍes that ǁaȍȍΘ 0aǷ CleeǗ & Aȍpels aǷd estate
jeΒelȍΘ, it’s appoiǷtǶeǷt oǷlΘ. AǷ aΑeȍaǘe Joe ǁaǷ’t just Βalk iǷ oϦ the stȍeet. I
Βould ǁase the plaǁe ϯȍst, lookiǷǘ to see iǗ theΘ’d opeǷ the dooȍ oȍ talk to Ƕe
thȍouǘh the iǷteȍǁoǶ. EΑeǷ iǗ I Βas Βell-dȍessed, ΒeaȍiǷǘ a hiǘh-eǷd diaǶoǷd
Ƿeǁklaǁe aǷd a RoleΗ, oǷǁe theΘ saΒ a ΘouǷǘ Blaǁk Ǘaǁe oǷ the Αideo sǁȍeeǷ,
theΘ’d ǷeΑeȍ let Ƕe iǷ.

IǷ the ϯǷesse ǘaǶe, Βe’ȍe alΒaΘs stȍateǘiziǷǘ: What sǗeȍarios ͏ill Ǯet theȌ to
opeȍ their doors? I Βatǁhed the eǷtȍaǷǁes Ǘoȍ houȍs aǷd Ƿotiǁed the oǷlΘ people
ǘettiǷǘ iǷ Βithout aǷ appoiǷtǶeǷt Βeȍe ǘuΘs iǷ UPS oȍ FedEΗ uǷiǗoȍǶs—these
ǁouȍieȍs Βith ǀoΗes oǗ ǶeȍǁhaǷdise Βeȍe ǘettiǷǘ ǀuzzed iǷ, Ƿo ȌuestioǷs asked.

That ǘaΑe Ƕe the solutioǷ I Βas lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ: all I Ƿeeded Βas to ϯǷd soǶe
Βhite ǘuΘ Βith aǷ iǷǷoǁeǷt-lookiǷǘ Ǘaǁe to ǘet Ƕe iǷside that dooȍ.

OǷe ǶoȍǷiǷǘ I saΒ a UPS tȍuǁk douǀle-paȍked. The ǘuΘ Βas iǷside ǶakiǷǘ a
deliΑeȍΘ, so I popped iǷside the tȍuǁk aǷd ǘȍaǀǀed the ǁlipǀoaȍd Βith the
iǷΑoiǁes aǷd papeȍΒoȍk. TheǷ I ΒeǷt doΒǷ to a suȍplus stoȍe aǷd ǀouǘht
Diǁkies iǷ the eΗaǁt saǶe shade oǗ ǀȍoΒǷ as the UPS deliΑeȍΘǶeǷ Βeaȍ. Got a
shiȍt, paǷts, aǷd a hat. 2eǷt to a populaȍ sΒap Ƕeet Βheȍe Βe Βeȍe alȍeadΘ tiǘht
Βith soǶe oǗ the seaǶstȍesses. TheΘ Βould eǶǀȍoideȍ peȍsoǷalized stuϦ oǷ ouȍ
Old CȍiǶe CȍeΒ jaǁkets Ǘoȍ the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate.



I paid theǶ to eǶǀoss the UPS loǘo oǷ the shiȍt aǷd hat. 2heǷ theΘ Βeȍe
doǷe, Θou ǁouldǷ’t distiǷǘuish the Ǘake UPS uǷiǗoȍǶ ǗȍoǶ the ȍeal thiǷǘ.

NeΗt thiǷǘ I do is ǘo out oǷ a ǶissioǷ lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ a Βhite ǘuΘ Βho ǁaǷ ǘet
past seǁuȍitΘ. I’Ƕ dȍiΑiǷǘ aȍouǷd Skid RoΒ iǷ doΒǷtoΒǷ L.A. iǷ ǶΘ Meȍǁedes,
sǁoutiǷǘ all these ȍaǘǘed-looked dudes, aǷd ϯǷallΘ I see a ΘouǷǘeȍ Βhite ǘuΘ,
liΑiǷǘ iǷ a ǁaȍdǀoaȍd ǀoΗ, just oǷ the side oǗ the ǗȍeeΒaΘ. I ǁaǷ tell he’s a juǷkie.
LoǷǘ ǀȍoΒǷ haiȍ aǷd ǀeaȍd. DiȍtΘ as Ǘuǁk. But I ǁaǷ also see the diaǶoǷd iǷ the
ȍouǘh. IǗ I ǁleaǷ hiǶ up aǷd put hiǶ iǷ ǁostuǶe, he Ƕiǘht ǀe aǀle to aǁt the
paȍt.

I ǁall hiǶ oΑeȍ to ǶΘ ǁaȍ. ঐHeΘ ǶaǷ, Θou ΒaǷǷa Ƕake soǶe ǶoǷeΘ?঑
The oǷlΘ thiǷǘ oǷ his ǶiǷd is ǘettiǷǘ hiǘh. I dȍiΑe hiǶ out to GaȍdeǷa, ǘet us

a loΒ-ǀudǘet Ƕotel ȍooǶ Ǘoȍ thȍee daΘs. He’s joǷesiǷǘ ǀad, so I ǘo aǷd ǀuΘ hiǶ
a ǗeΒ ǀallooǷs oǗ heȍoiǷ aǷd let hiǶ ǘet his ϯΗ.

OǷǁe that heȍoiǷ Βas iǷ hiǶ aǷd he Βas ȍiǘht iǷ the head, he told Ƕe his
ǷaǶe Βas JustiǷ—he’d ǁoǶe to L.A. ǗȍoǶ the MidΒest. IǷdiaǷa oȍ Ohio oȍ
soǶeplaǁe. Dude hadǷ’t ǀathed iǷ ǶoǷths. I ǘot hiǶ shoΒeȍed aǷd ǁleaǷed up,
ǀouǘht hiǶ a ǀuǁket oǗ ǁhiǁkeǷ aǷd potato salad aǷd a soda. I’Ƕ ϯΗiǷǘ to laǁe
hiǶ aǷd tȍaiǷ hiǶ; JustiǷ’s ǶΘ keΘ to ǘet thȍouǘh dooȍs I ǁaǷ’t ǘet thȍouǘh as a
Blaǁk dude.

AǗteȍ he’d shoΒeȍed aǷd eateǷ, I took hiǶ to Supeȍǁuts. TheΘ shaΑed JustiǷ’s
ǀeaȍd, ǘaΑe hiǶ a ǁool-ass haiȍǁut—shoȍt oǷ the sides, paȍted iǷ the ǗȍoǷt. He
looked like a ΘouǷǘ Roǀeȍt De Niȍo. 8ou’d ǷeΑeȍ haΑe ǘuessed a ǗeΒ houȍs
eaȍlieȍ he Βas a stȍaǘǘlΘ hoǶeless dude liΑiǷǘ iǷ a ǀoΗ oǷ the stȍeet. JustiǷ Βas
eaǘeȍ to Ƕake soǶe deǁeǷt ǶoǷeΘ ǷoΒ, so he Βas doΒǷ Βith the pȍoǘȍaǶ.

BΘ this tiǶe, I had suǁh a ȍeputatioǷ Βith ǶΘ ǗeǷǁes aǷd Αaȍious jeΒeleȍs that
I Βas ǘettiǷǘ ȍeǘulaȍ tips Ǘoȍ iǷside joǀs. BeǗoȍe eΑeǷ tȍΘiǷǘ to hit aǷΘ liǁks iǷ
BeΑeȍlΘ Hills, I ǘet a tip ǗȍoǶ this oǷe AȍǶeǷiaǷ jeΒeleȍ Βho Βoȍks iǷ the
diaǶoǷd distȍiǁt iǷ doΒǷtoΒǷ L.A. He has soǶe kiǷd oǗ a ϯǷaǷǁial ǀeeǗ Βith
aǷotheȍ jeΒeleȍ ǗȍieǷd oǗ his—aǷ IǷdoǷesiaǷ ǘuΘ—aǷd he ΒaǷts to set his
supposed ǗȍieǷd up.

MΘ tipsteȍ leaked Ƕe all this iǷǗoȍǶatioǷ: his ǗȍieǷd’s dailΘ sǁhedule aǷd Βhat
Βould ǀe iǷside the oϩǁe. He said theȍe’d tΘpiǁallΘ ǀe a ǗeΒ huǷdȍed thousaǷd



iǷ ǁash aǷd a saǗe Ǘull oǗ ǁut diaǶoǷds. The ǘuΘ Βoȍked iǷ the oϩǁe aloǷe aǷd
kept his saǗe Βide opeǷ Ƕost oǗ the tiǶe.

I tȍaiǷed this dude JustiǷ Βell iǷ that Ƕotel ȍooǶ—Βe Βeȍe just ΒaitiǷǘ Ǘoȍ
the ǘȍeeǷ liǘht. FiǷallΘ, Βe ǘot a ǁall ǗȍoǶ ouȍ AȍǶeǷiaǷ ǘuΘ saΘiǷǘ, ঐI just had
luǷǁh Βith hiǶ—his saǗe is Βide opeǷ.঑

ঐOkaΘ, dude,঑ I said, ঐit’s ǘo tiǶe.঑ JustiǷ’s joǀ Βas to ǘet iǷside, oΑeȍpoΒeȍ
aǷd ȍestȍaiǷ the jeΒeleȍ, ǁall Ƕe oǷ a ϲip phoǷe, theǷ ǀuzz us—Ƕe aǷd CliǷt—
iǷside to ǁleaǷ out the saǗe. IǷside the UPS deliΑeȍΘ ǀoΗ, he had haǷdǁuϦs aǷd
duǁt tape.

I dȍiΑe hiǶ oǷto the ǀloǁk iǷ the G-ȍide Βith CliǷt. JustiǷ looks shaȍp iǷ that
ǀȍoΒǷ UPS uǷiǗoȍǶ Βith his ǁlipǀoaȍd aǷd ǀoΗ, ǀut he’s ǷeȍΑous. ঐLook, just
doǷ’t Ƕake eΘe ǁoǷtaǁt Βith aǷΘoǷe,঑ I said. ঐDoǷ’t tȍip oϦ the seǁuȍitΘ at the
dooȍ; Θou look the paȍt. No oǷe’s ǘoiǷǘ to hassle Θou.঑

JustiǷ ǘets past seǁuȍitΘ, ȍides up to the Ǘouȍth ϲooȍ oǷ the eleΑatoȍ, ǘets
ǀuzzed iǷside, aǷd just liked I tȍaiǷed hiǶ, he takes the IǷdoǷesiaǷ jeΒeleȍ ǀΘ
suȍpȍise aǷd has hiǶ haǷdǁuϦed iǷ seǁoǷds. But ǀeǗoȍe he ǁaǷ ǘet duǁt tape oǷ
his Ǘeet, the jeΒeleȍ ǘets up aǷd ȍuǷs to the douǀle-dooȍ saǗe, ȍaǶs his ǀodΘ iǷto
it, aǷd slaǶs it shut. JustiǷ’s ǘot to iǶpȍoΑise ǷoΒ. He ǶaǷaǘes to ǘȍaǀ
iǷ ǁash, Βhiǁh Βas sittiǷǘ theȍe iǷ the dȍaΒeȍs, thȍoΒ the ǶoǷeΘ iǷ a ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡳࡲ$
HeǗtΘ ǀaǘ, aǷd ȍuǷ out. But eΑeǷ Βith haǷdǁuϦs oǷ, the jeΒeleȍ ǶaǷaǘes to tȍip
the alaȍǶ.

Me aǷd CliǷt aȍe outside the oϩǁe ǀuildiǷǘ iǷ the G-ȍide, ǶoǷitoȍiǷǘ
eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ like a ǁouple oǗ eaǘles. Theȍe’s suddeǷlΘ ͏hoop-͏hoopiȍǮ aǷd Ǘouȍ
LAPD ǁȍuiseȍs pull up. All these ǁops juǶp out, ǘuǷs dȍaΒǷ, ǁleaȍiǷǘ the
eǷtȍaǷǁe aǷd the ϲooȍ.

JustiǷ ǁoǶes to the eǷtȍaǷǁe Βith the HeǗtΘ ǀaǘ Ǘull oǗ ǶoǷeΘ ǀut these ǁops
doǷ’t see a ȍoǀǀeȍ; all theΘ ǁaǷ see is this ΘouǷǘ Ǘȍesh-Ǘaǁed Βhite ǘuΘ iǷ a UPS
uǷiǗoȍǶ doiǷǘ his joǀ. TheΘ shoo hiǶ past: ঐCoǶe oǷ, siȍ, ǘet out oǗ the aȍea
iǶǶediatelΘ—theȍe’s a ȍoǀǀeȍΘ iǷ pȍoǘȍess.঑

JustiǷ’s sǶaȍt eǷouǘh Ƿot to ǁoǶe ϯǷd us iǷ the G-ȍide diȍeǁtlΘ. He keeps
ΒalkiǷǘ aȍouǷd the ǁoȍǷeȍ, theǷ douǀles ǀaǁk. 2e pull up iǷ the G, he ǘets
iǷside, aǷd Βe dȍiΑe aΒaΘ sǶoothlΘ.



The liǁk didǷ’t ǘo aǁǁoȍdiǷǘ to sǁȍipt—Βe oǷlΘ ǘot $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡳࡲ iǷstead oǗ the
halǗ-a-Ƕil oǗ diaǶoǷds iǷ the saǗe, ǀut it let Ƕe kǷoΒ that the Ǘake UPS stȍateǘΘ
Βould Βoȍk to ǘet past heaΑΘ seǁuȍitΘ iǷ ǀȍoad daΘliǘht. I Βas ǁoǷϯdeǷt I ǁould
use the saǶe tȍiǁk to ǘet iǷside these appoiǷtǶeǷt-oǷlΘ estate jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes oǷ
Rodeo DȍiΑe that Βe’d alΒaΘs ǁoǷsideȍed iǶpossiǀle to ǀȍeaǁh.

ICE

WheǷ Βe staȍted shootiǷǘ Ne͏ JaǗk City iǷ Apȍil oǗ ࡱࡺࡺࡲ, I ΒasǷ’t ǷeȍΑous
aǷΘǶoȍe; I Βas ǗuǁkiǷǘ sǗared. Chȍis Roǁk Βas, too. 2e had a lot oǗ heaΑΘ,
dȍaǶatiǁ sǁeǷes to pull oϦ aǷd Βe Βeȍe ǀoth ǗeeliǷǘ the pȍessuȍe. It ǘot Βoȍse
oǷǁe Βe Βeȍe aȍouǷd these seȍious aǁtoȍs like 2esleΘ SǷipes aǷd Judd NelsoǷ
aǷd AlleǷ PaΘǷe. I alΒaΘs Ǘelt like iǗ I Ƕessed up a liǷe, soǶeǀodΘ Βould ǘet
pissed aǷd shout: ঐCaǷ Βe ǘet soǶe real ǗuǁkiǷǘ aǁtoȍs iǷ heȍe?঑

Maȍio aǷd the pȍoduǁeȍs had Ǘaith iǷ us. TheΘ Ƕade it ǁleaȍ to Ƕe aǷd Chȍis
that eΑeǷ thouǘh Βe ΒeȍeǷ’t tȍaiǷed aǁtoȍs, Βe Βeȍe ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ a lot to the pȍojeǁt
—Chȍis Βas a supeȍ-hot ǁoǶiǁ oǷ the ȍise, aǷd I’d sold ǶillioǷs oǗ ȍap ȍeǁoȍds,
so theΘ Βeȍe ǁouǷtiǷǘ oǷ us ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ ouȍ eΗistiǷǘ ǗaǷ ǀases oǷǀoaȍd.

The ϯȍst thiǷǘ I had to do oǷ the set Βas lose ǶΘ eǘo. Eȍase it eǷtiȍelΘ. I thiǷk
that’s ǀeeǷ the keΘ to ǶΘ suǁǁess oΑeȍall; at Αaȍious staǘes oǗ ǶΘ ǁaȍeeȍ, I’Αe had
to ǁoǶpletelΘ huǶǀle ǶΘselǗ. 2hat Ƕade Ne͏ JaǗk City Βoȍk is that I shoΒed
up Βith zeȍo attitude. I Βas a Βide-eΘed ȍookie, a spoǷǘe, tȍΘiǷǘ to soak it up aǷd
ΒilliǷǘ to leaȍǷ ǗȍoǶ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ. I didǷ’t kǷoΒ shit aǀout hittiǷǘ Ƕaȍks oȍ
ǁhaȍaǁteȍ ǶotiΑatioǷ—all this aǁtiǷǘ teȍǶiǷoloǘΘ Βas ǀȍaǷd-ǷeΒ to Ƕe. OΑeȍ
aǷd oΑeȍ, I said, ঐI doǷ’t kǷoΒ Βhat the Ǘuǁk I’Ƕ doiǷǘ iǷ this sǁeǷe—ǁaǷ Θou
ǘiΑe Ƕe soǶe adΑiǁe?঑

Judd NelsoǷ ȍeallΘ helped ǀΘ takiǷǘ Ƕe uǷdeȍ his ΒiǷǘ; he Βas aǷ aǁtoȍ Βith
estaǀlished ǁȍediǀilitΘ, aǷd iǗ I ϲuǀǀed ǶΘ liǷes, he’d saΘ, ঐIǁe, eΑeȍΘǀodΘ Ǘuǁks
up. Stop thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout it so Ƕuǁh—iǗ Θou’ȍe ΒoȍȍΘiǷǘ aǀout ǗuǁkiǷǘ up,
Θou’ȍe Ƿot ǘoǷǷa ǀe aǀle to do the sǁeǷe. Just ǀe ΘouȍselǗ. Tȍust ΘouȍselǗ. 8ou
ǘot this.঑ Judd ȍeallΘ ȍelaΗed ǘuΘs like Ƕe aǷd Chȍis Βho hadǷ’t ǀeeǷ iǷ ϯlǶs
ǀeǗoȍe.



OǷe thiǷǘ I leaȍǷed oǷ Ne͏ JaǗk City is that ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe ǶakiǷǘ a ǶoΑie,
the tȍiǁk is to Ƕake it ǭeel ȍeal ǀut Ƿot ǖe ȍeal. The aȍt oǗ ϯlǶǶakiǷǘ is ǀeiǷǘ aǀle
to eliǶiǷate all the ǀullshit aǷd ȍepetitiΑeǷess oǗ ȍeal liǗe Ǘoȍ the sake oǗ telliǷǘ a
sǶooth, ǁleaȍ stoȍΘ.

AǷotheȍ thiǷǘ I leaȍǷed is that autheǷtiǁitΘ is aǁhieΑed thȍouǘh soǶe oǗ the
sǶallest details. AǷd ǶaǷΘ tiǶes, those details aȍeǷ’t iǷ the sǁȍipt.

Chȍis Roǁk oǗteǷ saΘs I Βas aǷ uǷǁȍedited ǁodiȍeǁtoȍ oǷ Ne͏ JaǗk City. It
ΒasǷ’t ȍeallΘ ǁodiȍeǁtiǷǘ, ǀut ΒheǷ Βe Βeȍe shootiǷǘ, I soǶetiǶes Βoȍe the hat
oǗ teǁhǷiǁal adΑisoȍ Ǘoȍ those little stȍeet details. 2e’ȍe ǶakiǷǘ a ǶoΑie aǀout
ǘaǷǘsteȍs aǷd hustleȍs, dope dealeȍs aǷd ǁȍaǁkheads, aǷd ǷoǷe oǗ these
ϯlǶǶakeȍs oȍ aǁtoȍs aȍe ȍeallΘ ǗȍoǶ that Βoȍld. A lot oǗ tiǶes I’d step out oǗ ǶΘ
oΒǷ zoǷe as SǁottΘ AppletoǷ aǷd tell 2esleΘ oȍ Chȍis oȍ Judd hoΒ shit ȍeallΘ
Βould ǘet said iǷ the ǘaǶe. Suǀtle little thiǷǘs like ǘestuȍes aǷd looks. ThiǷǘs I
liΑed ϯȍsthaǷd, thiǷǘs I ΒitǷessed, I Βas aǀle to add that iǷto the peȍǗoȍǶaǷǁes.

Foȍ eΗaǶple, that ǗaǶous liǷe I said to 2esleΘ: ঐI ΒaǷǷa shoot Θou so ǀad ǶΘ
diǁk is haȍd!঑ LoǷǘ aǗteȍ the ǶoΑie ǁaǶe out, I saΒ ǁats ΒeaȍiǷǘ that oǷ T-shiȍts,
like it’s aǷ aǁtual sloǘaǷ. The liǷe ΒasǷ’t iǷ the sǁȍipt; it Βas just soǶethiǷǘ I ad-
liǀǀed iǷ the ǶoǶeǷt. It souǷded ǁool aǷd ǁȍazΘ aǷd ǀelieΑaǀle Ǘoȍ a stȍeet
ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ Βho’s Ǘueled ǀΘ ΑeǷǘeaǷǁe.

People still stop Ƕe iǷ the stȍeet aǷd ask Ƕe to saΘ that liǷe. Just like theΘ still
Βalk up to 2esleΘ aǷd talk to hiǶ aǀout hoΒ ǁold-ǀlooded aǷd ǀadass NiǷo
BȍoΒǷ Βas, oȍ staȍt holleȍiǷǘ out ঐPookie!঑ ΒheǷeΑeȍ theΘ see Chȍis. Foȍ a
ȍelatiΑelΘ sǶall ǶoΑie, Ne͏ JaǗk City leǗt a ǀiǘ ǗootpȍiǷt—espeǁiallΘ iǷ the hip-
hop Βoȍld. OǗ ǁouȍse, Βe didǷ’t thiǷk aǀout that Βhile Βe Βeȍe ǶakiǷǘ the
ϯlǶ. NoǀodΘ eΑeȍ thiǷks that theiȍ ΑeȍΘ ϯȍst ǶoΑie Βill haΑe aǷΘ loǷǘeΑitΘ, let
aloǷe hold Βateȍ soǶe ǗoȍtΘ Θeaȍs lateȍ.

HoǷestlΘ, Βhile Βe Βeȍe ϯlǶiǷǘ Ne͏ JaǗk City, I ǷeΑeȍ oǷǁe Ǘelt like I pulled
it oϦ. I ǷeΑeȍ Ǘelt at ease. 2heǷ Θou’ȍe shootiǷǘ, Θou staȍt seeiǷǘ ΘouȍselǗ iǷ the
dailΘ ȍushes, aǷd the iǶaǘes aȍe so ȍaΒ—Ƿo Ƕusiǁ, Ƿo editiǷǘ eϦeǁts, sǁeǷes shot
out oǗ seȌueǷǁe—that Θou’Αe ǘot to iǶaǘiǷe the poteǷtial oǗ hoΒ this Βill all
plaΘ out iǷ the ϯǷished ϯlǶ Βith the Ƕaǘiǁ oǗ postpȍoduǁtioǷ. A lot oǗ tiǶes it
Βas haȍd Ǘoȍ Ƕe to Βatǁh ǶΘselǗ iǷ those dailΘ ȍushes. I ȍeallΘ Ǘelt I Βas ǗuǁkiǷǘ
ǶΘ sǁeǷes up.



AǗteȍ Βe Βȍapped, I thouǘht the people I ǁaȍed aǀout the Ƕost—ǶΘ hoǶies
aǷd ǶΘ haȍd-ǁoȍe ǗaǷs—Βould saΘ I’d Ƕade a ǀiǘ Ƕistake ǀΘ takiǷǘ oǷ the ȍole
oǗ SǁottΘ AppletoǷ.

MΘ ǗeeliǷǘs oǷlΘ ǁhaǷǘed oǷǁe I ǘot ǀaǁk to L.A. The ϯȍst Βeek the ϯlǶ Βas
out, I ΒeǷt aloǷe oǷe Ƿiǘht to GȍauǶaǷ’s ChiǷese Theateȍ, aǁȍoss ǗȍoǶ Βheȍe
Βe had ouȍ UǷited NatioǷs ǁluǀ. Bouǘht a tiǁket, soǶe popǁoȍǷ, aǷd a soda like
eΑeȍΘoǷe else. LaΘ ǀaǁk iǷ the ǁut, iǷǁoǘǷito, iǷ the ȍeaȍ oǗ the theateȍ ǀehiǷd
soǶe dudes Βho looked like stȍeet ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs.

MΘ ϯȍst ǶoǶeǷt oǷ-sǁȍeeǷ, suȍe eǷouǘh, theΘ staȍted heǁkliǷǘ Ƕe.
ঐLook at Iǁe iǷ that ǀiǘ-ass ǗuǁkiǷ’ hat.঑
ঐHe looks stupid iǷ theǶ dȍeads.঑
But aǀout teǷ oȍ ϯǗteeǷ ǶiǷutes iǷto the ǶoΑie, these saǶe dudes Βeȍe

shoutiǷǘ out:
ঐDoǷ’t do it, SǁottΘ!঑
ঐ2hat the Ǘuǁk, SǁottΘ?঑
UǷdeȍ ǶΘ ǀȍeath I staȍted lauǘhiǷǘ. TheΘ’d stopped dissiǷǘ ঐIǁe঑ aǷd Βeȍe

ΘelliǷǘ at ঐSǁottΘ.঑
That’s the ϯȍst tiǶe I thouǘht, Yo, I’Ȍ aǗtually pulliȍǮ this shit off.

SPIKE

It Βas aȍouǷd ࡱࡲ a.Ƕ. oǷ a suǷǷΘ TuesdaΘ ΒheǷ Βe ǁȍossed oΑeȍ 2ilshiȍe
BouleΑaȍd iǷto the heaȍt oǗ BeΑeȍlΘ Hills. Foȍ this liǁk, Ƕe aǷd CliǷt had tΒo
diϦeȍeǷt G-ȍides. JustiǷ’s dȍessed iǷ the UPS uǷiǗoȍǶ Βith the ǁlipǀoaȍd, aǷd
the plaǷ is Ǘoȍ hiǶ to ȍuǷ up to the eǷtȍaǷǁe oǗ this estate jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe oǷ
Rodeo DȍiΑe, ǀuzz the iǷteȍǁoǶ, aǷd saΘ that soǶe Blaǁk dudes ȍouǘhed hiǶ up
aǷd stole his UPS tȍuǁk.

I’d ǀeeǷ thȍouǘh this ϯǗtΘ tiǶes Βith JustiǷ, he had his liǷes doΒǷ pat, ǀut he
Ƿeeded to look ǀelieΑaǀle, so ΒheǷ Βe pulled up to the liǁk, I told hiǶ, ঐSoȍȍΘ,
dude, Θou’ȍe ǘoǷǷa haΑe to take oǷe Ǘoȍ the teaǶ.঑ I didǷ’t tell hiǶ aǀout this
ΒȍiǷkle iǷ the plaǷ uǷtil Βe ǘot theȍe. He ǁlosed his eΘes aǷd I ǘaΑe hiǶ a ǘood
soǁk iǷ the Ƕouth.



2ith a Ǘȍesh Ǘat lip, ǀlood stȍeaǶiǷǘ thȍouǘh his ǗȍoǷt teeth, JustiǷ ȍuǷs up
to the jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe aǷd pȍesses the iǷteȍǁoǶ, saΘiǷǘ, ঐThese tΒo Blaǁk ǘuΘs just
stole ǶΘ tȍuǁk!঑

I kǷoΒ eΗaǁtlΘ hoΒ these ȍeǷt-a-ǁops thiǷk. Moȍe thaǷ aǷΘthiǷǘ, theΘ’ȍe
haȍdΒiȍed to ΒaǷt to plaΘ the heȍo. IǗ soǶeoǷe ǁoǶes to theǶ iǷ distȍess, theΘ’ll
alǶost alΒaΘs leaΑe theiȍ posts to help. TheΘ’ȍe Ƕoȍe ǘuǷǘ-ho thaǷ aǁtual ǁops.

AǗteȍ theΘ see hiǶ ǀleediǷǘ iǷ theiȍ Αideo ǶoǷitoȍ, theΘ opeǷ the dooȍ aǷd
JustiǷ saΘs, ঐDoΒǷ aȍouǷd the ǁoȍǷeȍ, theΘ’ȍe iǷ ǶΘ tȍuǁk ǷoΒ!঑

The seǁuȍitΘ ǘuΘs haΑe theiȍ Βalkie-talkies out aǷd theΘ’ȍe ȍuǷǷiǷǘ doΒǷ the
ǀloǁk, ǁhasiǷǘ aǗteȍ the supposed ȍoǀǀeȍs. Baǁk theǷ it Βould take the BeΑeȍlΘ
Hills ǁops tΒo oȍ thȍee ǶiǷutes to ǘet to the sǁeǷe oǗ a ȍoǀǀeȍΘ. I oǷlΘ Ƿeed
tΒeǷtΘ seǁoǷds iǷside the stoȍe, ǀut I ΒaǷt those seǁuȍitΘ ǘuaȍds a little Ǘaȍtheȍ
aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ the ǗȍoǷt dooȍ.

OǷ the ǁoȍǷeȍ, I’Αe ǘot ǶΘ seǁoǷd staǘe pȍop—she’s a ǗeǶale ǶeǶǀeȍ oǗ the
teaǶ—plaΘiǷǘ the paȍt oǗ a ǁiΑiliaǷ, ΒaΑiǷǘ theǶ toΒaȍd heȍ.

ঐTheΘ took his tȍuǁk! TheΘ just ΒeǷt that ΒaΘ!঑
The tΒo seǁuȍitΘ ǘuaȍds ǘo spȍiǷtiǷǘ doΒǷ the ǀloǁk, ȍouǷd the ǁoȍǷeȍ,

tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet a ǘliǶpse.
NoΒ the real ȍoǀǀeȍs—Ƕe aǷd ǶΘ paȍtǷeȍ CliǷt—eǷteȍ the sǁeǷe. 2e doǷ’t

eΑeǷ ȍuǷ. 2e just stȍoll iǷ. JustiǷ’s leǗt the dooȍ opeǷ a ǁȍaǁk. 2e’ȍe ΒeaȍiǷǘ ski
Ƕasks aǷd ǘloΑes. 2e pull out the sledǘehaǶǶeȍ, ǀash the ǘlass, ǘȍaǀ the
RoleΗes aǷd diaǶoǷds, thȍoΒ theǶ iǷ the pilloΒǁases, aǷd Βe’ȍe out.

2e juǶp iǷ ouȍ ϯȍst G-ȍide, a ǀaǷaǷa-ΘelloΒ Dodǘe, dȍiΑe tΒo ǀloǁks, pull
iǷto aǷ alleΘΒaΘ, aǷd sΒitǁh to a seǁoǷd G-ȍide, a Βhite IǶpala. 2e doǷ’t ǘiΑe a
Ǘuǁk iǗ aǷΘ ΒitǷesses see us juǶpiǷǘ iǷto the ΘelloΒ Dodǘe ǀeǁause ǀΘ the tiǶe
the ǁops staȍt lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ us, Βe’ll ǀe loǷǘ ǘoǷe iǷ the seǁoǷd G.

2e ȍip oϦ the ski Ƕasks aǷd ǘloΑes. Not oǷlΘ do Βe haΑe a sΒitǁheȍoo G-ȍide,
Βe also haΑe tΒo sets oǗ ǁlothes oǷ, so Ƕe aǷd CliǷt stȍip oϦ the outeȍ laΘeȍ. It’s
like a ǁoǶplete ǁostuǶe ǁhaǷǘe. IǷ that alleΘ Βe ditǁh ouȍ outeȍ ǁlothes aǷd
Ƕasks aǷd leaΑe that ǀaǷaǷa-ΘelloΒ Dodǘe. 2e Ƕake a sǶooth ǘetaΒaΘ iǷ that
Βhite IǶpala.

A ǗeΒ ǀloǁks Ǘuȍtheȍ, Βe ȍeǷdezΑous Βith JustiǷ aǷd the ǁhiǁk Βho plaΘed
the iǷǷoǁeǷt ǀΘstaǷdeȍ. EΑeȍΘthiǷǘ ΒeǷt oϦ like ǁloǁkΒoȍk. A peȍǗeǁt sǁoȍe. I



ΒeǷt doΒǷ to oǷe oǗ ǶΘ ǗeǷǁes aǷd ǁashed iǷ Ǘoȍ aǀout $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡱࡵ ǗȍoǶ that liǁk.
OǗ ǁouȍse, that had to ǀe split up ǀetΒeeǷ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ oǷ the teaǶ.

I took ǶΘ eǷtiȍe ǁut aǷd iǷΑested it iǷ studio eȌuipǶeǷt—saǶpleȍs, ǶiΗiǷǘ
ǀoaȍd, ȍeel-to-ȍeels—so I ǁould deΑote ǶΘselǗ to ǶΘ Ƕusiǁ iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld. MΘ
ǘiȍlǗȍieǷd’s ǁousiǷ Βas a DJ ǷaǶed Phȍesh Cutz—he’d had a loǁal hit ǁalled
ঐSuzuki SaǶuȍai঑—aǷd Βe teaǶed up aǷd staȍted to ȍeǁoȍd a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǀȍaǷd-
ǷeΒ tȍaǁks.

I still had a Ƕaǘiǁ ǷuǶǀeȍ iǷ ǶΘ head—$ࡲ ǶillioǷ—aǷd I ΒasǷ’t Ȍuite theȍe
Θet.

IǗ I ǁould ǘet that $ࡲ ǶillioǷ soǁked aΒaΘ, I Βas ȍeadΘ to ǗolloΒ iǷ Iǁe’s
Ǘootsteps aǷd leaΑe the ǘaǶe ǗoȍeΑeȍ.



CHAPTER 7

BODY COUNT

GoddaȌȍ, ͏hat a ǖrother Ǯotta do
To Ǯet a ȌessaǮe throuǮh
To the red, ͏hite, aȍd ǖlue?

—ICE, ࣮BODY COUNT࣯

ICE

WheǷ Βe Βeȍe ǶakiǷǘ the O.G.: OriǮiȍal GaȍǮster alǀuǶ iǷ ࡲࡺࡺࡲ, I deǁided
to iǷǁlude the soǷǘ ঐBodΘ CouǷt঑ ǀΘ ǶΘ ǷeΒ heaΑΘ Ƕetal ǀaǷd. TeǁhǷiǁallΘ
that selǗ-titled soǷǘ is ouȍ deǀut ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ, ǀut the oȍiǘiǷs ǘo ǀaǁk a loǷǘ ΒaΘ—
ǀaǁk to the Ƕid-ࡱࡸࡺࡲs at CȍeǷshaΒ Hiǘh.

MΘ iǷteȍest iǷ ȍoǁk staȍted ΒheǷ I ϯȍst ǁaǶe to L.A. aǷd Βas shaȍiǷǘ a
ǀedȍooǶ at ǶΘ auǷt’s plaǁe iǷ 0ieΒ Paȍk Βith ǶΘ ǁousiǷ Eaȍl. He’d alȍeadΘ
ǘȍaduated ǗȍoǶ DoȍseΘ Hiǘh aǷd thouǘht he Βas JiǶi HeǷdȍiΗ. 2oȍe a sǁaȍǗ
aȍouǷd his head, plaΘed aiȍ ǘuitaȍ, aǷd oǷlΘ listeǷed to KMET aǷd KLOS—the
tΒo ȍoǁk statioǷs iǷ L.A. He Βas a Blaǁk hippie. He ǁoǷtȍolled the Ƕusiǁ iǷ the
ȍooǶ, so at aǘe ǗouȍteeǷ, ǶΘ ǶiǷd Βas satuȍated Βith HeǷdȍiΗ, Blaǁk Saǀǀath,
LeoǷ Russell, Mott the Hoople, Blue ÖΘsteȍ Cult, Deep Puȍple. I staȍted to piǁk
out the soǷǘs I liked. I ǘȍaΑitated toΒaȍd the heaΑieȍ stuϦ: Edǘaȍ 2iǷteȍ,
ZeppeliǷ, aǷd Blaǁk Saǀǀath.

2heǷ I ǘot to CȍeǷshaΒ Hiǘh, I Ƕet EȍǷie CuǷǷiǘaǷ, a supeȍ-taleǷted
ǀȍotheȍ Βho ǘȍeΒ up iǷ the 0.N.G. hood—aǷd eΑeȍΘoǷe ǁalled hiǶ EȍǷie C.



EȍǷie Βas a dediǁated ǶusiǁiaǷ; he’d Βalk aȍouǷd alǶost eΑeȍΘ daΘ Βith his
eleǁtȍiǁ ǘuitaȍ stȍapped oΑeȍ his shouldeȍ. He did this oǷe ǁoǷǁeȍt at CȍeǷshaΒ,
had these hoǶeǶade ϲash pots, plaΘed Peteȍ FȍaǶptoǷ liǁks. The audieǷǁe Βas
aǀout a huǷdȍed aǷd ϯǗtΘ kids, Ƕost oǗ theǶ Cȍips, aǷd eΑeǷ iǗ theΘ ΒeȍeǷ’t
iǷto ȍoǁk, theΘ all ȍespeǁted EȍǷie C. Ǘoȍ his shoΒǶaǷship aǷd skills.

AǷotheȍ oǗ ǶΘ ǁlose ǗȍieǷds at CȍeǷshaΒ Βas 0iǁ 2ilsoǷ—BeatǶasteȍ 0—
aǷd he ǁould plaΘ the hell out oǗ the dȍuǶs. 2heǷ I ϯȍst ǘot ǶΘ deal Βith Siȍe iǷ
aǷΘǀodΘ Βith aǷΘ Ƕusiǁal aptitude ǘȍaΑitated toΒaȍd Ƕe. EȍǷie aǷd 0iǁ ,ࡷࡹࡺࡲ
Βould ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ ask Ƕe aǀout ǁoǶiǷǘ iǷto the studio Ǘoȍ ǶΘ ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ
sessioǷs.

ঐNah, this is hip-hop,঑ I said. ঐIt’s all ǀased oǷ saǶples aǷd ǶΘ DJ sǁȍatǁhiǷǘ.
I ǶeaǷ, I doǷ’t ȍeallΘ Ƿeed Ƿo ǀaǷd.঑

But iǗ Θou ǘo ǀaǁk aǷd ǁheǁk ǶΘ eaȍlΘ ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘs, theȍe’s alΒaΘs ǀeeǷ a haȍd-
ȍoǁk eleǶeǷt. The opeǷiǷǘ ǁut oǷ RhyȌe Pays is ǀuilt aȍouǷd a ǁlassiǁ-ȍoǁk ȍiϦ,
aǷd I had BeatǶasteȍ 0 plaΘiǷǘ liΑe dȍuǶs oΑeȍ the saǶple. IǷ ࡺࡹࡺࡲ, oǷ ǶΘ thiȍd
alǀuǶ, IǗeǖerǮ/FreedoȌ oǭ SpeeǗh… Just WatǗh What You Say!, Βe did this tȍaǁk,
ঐThe Giȍl Tȍied to Kill Me,঑ that ȍoǁks as haȍd as aǷΘthiǷǘ I eΑeȍ did ǀeǗoȍe—
EȍǷie C. aǷd 0iǁ killed it iǷ the studio. It’s aǷ Iǁe-T ȍap ȍeǁoȍd, ǀut the seeds oǗ
BodΘ CouǷt aȍe alȍeadΘ theȍe.

Like a lot oǗ the ǀest thiǷǘs Θou do aȍtistiǁallΘ, BodΘ CouǷt ΒasǷ’t plaǷǷed—
it just happeǷed spoǷtaǷeouslΘ. 2e Βeȍe ΒoȍkiǷǘ oǷ the OriǮiȍal GaȍǮster
alǀuǶ at SouǷd Castle studio iǷ HollΘΒood aǷd theȍe’d alΒaΘs ǀe a toǷ oǗ
people dȍoppiǷǘ ǀΘ ǶΘ sessioǷs. EȍǷie C. ǁoǶes doΒǷ Βith his ǘuitaȍ aǷd
BeatǶasteȍ 0’s alȍeadΘ theȍe. OǷǁe aǘaiǷ, theΘ’ȍe askiǷǘ Ƕe aǀout plaΘiǷǘ liΑe
oǷ the alǀuǶ.

IǷstead oǗ theǶ just ǀaǁkiǷǘ Ƕe up, I said, ঐ2hΘ doǷ’t Βe ǗoȍǶ a ǀaǷd? AǷ
aǁtual Ƕetal ǀaǷd?঑

It Βas just ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe a side pȍojeǁt Ǘoȍ EȍǷie C. to haΑe a ǁȍeatiΑe outlet. The
ȍest oǗ that oȍiǘiǷal liǷeup Βas MooseǶaǷ oǷ ǀass aǷd D-Roǁ oǷ ȍhΘthǶ ǘuitaȍ.
Moose ΒeǷt to CȍeǷshaΒ Βith us aǷd Βas a ǀeast oǷ the ǀass. D-Roǁ Βas oǷe oǗ
EȍǷie’s ΘouǷǘ ǘuitaȍ studeǷts.

Ouȍ souǷd just Ǘell iǷto plaǁe: Βe Ǘused the Ƕetal iǷteǷsitΘ oǗ Blaǁk Saǀǀath
aǷd SlaΘeȍ Βith soǶe oǗ the L.A. puǷk attitude oǗ Suiǁidal TeǷdeǷǁies, aǷd



lΘȍiǁallΘ, I’Ƕ siǷǘiǷǘ aǀout the saǶe stuϦ I do iǷ ǶΘ hip-hop. That ǀleǷd Ƕade
us uǷiȌue.

2e did that ϯȍst soǷǘ, ঐBodΘ CouǷt,঑ aǷd Βe liked the ǷaǶe Ǘoȍ the ǀaǷd
too, ǀeǁause it had a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǶeaǷiǷǘs to us. OǷ the aǁtual soǷǘ I saΘ, ঐLast
ΒeekeǷd thiȍtΘ-seΑeǷ kids killed iǷ ǘaǷǘ ΒaȍǗaȍe iǷ ǶΘ ǀaǁkΘaȍd,঑ ȍeǗeȍȍiǷǘ to
the Ǘuǁked-up leΑel oǗ ΑioleǷǁe iǷ the hood—ǀut aǷotheȍ ȍeasoǷ Βe ΒeǷt ǀΘ
ঐB.C.঑ Βas the iǷitials iǷǁluded ǀoth Bloods aǷd Cȍips.

2e ΒeǷt out theȍe, plaΘiǷǘ little ǀaȍs aǷd pizza joiǷts, Ƿot ǶakiǷǘ aǷΘ ǶoǷeΘ,
just testiǷǘ out the ǁoǷǁept. The ϯȍst oϩǁial BodΘ CouǷt shoΒ Βas at the
CoǁoǷut Teaszeȍ oǷ SuǷset BouleΑaȍd oǷ Apȍil 2 .ࡲࡺࡺࡲ ,ࡲe liǷked up Βith these
ǘuΘs DiȍtΘ RotteǷ IǶǀeǁiles, oȍ D.R.I., a haȍdǁoȍe thȍash ǀaǷd, aǷd headed up
to NoȍtheȍǷ CaliǗoȍǷia to do soǶe ǘiǘs Βith theǶ. SoǶe skiǷheads iǷ the ǁȍoΒd
staȍted ǀooiǷǘ us, ΒoǷdeȍiǷǘ Βhat a ǀuǷǁh oǗ Blaǁk stȍeet dudes Βeȍe doiǷǘ
ǘiǘǘiǷǘ at a thȍash-puǷk shoΒ. FiΑe ǶiǷutes iǷto the set Βe had theǶ slaǶ
daǷǁiǷǘ.

Riǘht ǗȍoǶ the juǶp, I staȍted to ǘet all kiǷds oǗ ȌuestioǷs aǀout ΒhΘ a
ǀuǷǁh oǗ Blaǁk dudes ǗȍoǶ South CeǷtȍal Βould ǀe plaΘiǷǘ heaΑΘ Ƕetal, aǷd I’d
alΒaΘs saΘ, ঐLook, ȍoǁk ’Ƿ’ ȍoll Βas ǁȍeated ǀΘ Blaǁk people—Chuǁk BeȍȍΘ, Bo
DiddleΘ, Little Riǁhaȍd.঑ TheΘ took the ǀlues, eleǁtȍiϯed it, sped it up. EΑeǷ the
ǷaǶe—roǗk ’ȍ’ roll—Βas just the old-tiǶe Blaǁk slaǷǘ Ǘoȍ ǗuǁkiǷǘ—stȍaiǘht up!

Roǁk to Ƕe is just stȍaiǘht-up aǘǘȍessioǷ. IǷ hip-hop, Βe alΒaΘs saΘ, ঐ2e
ǘoǷǷa ȍoǁk the house!঑ oȍ, ঐI’Ƕ ǘoǷǷa ȍoǁk this Ƕiǁ!঑ 8ou’ll ǷeΑeȍ heaȍ a
ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ saΘ, ঐI’Ƕ ǘoǷǷa R&B this Ƕiǁ!঑

OǷ the O.G. alǀuǶ Θou heaȍ Ƕe doiǷǘ a little iǷteȍlude Βheȍe I saΘ, ঐI Ǘeel
soȍȍΘ Ǘoȍ aǷΘoǷe Βho oǷlΘ listeǷs to oǷe ǗoȍǶ oǗ Ƕusiǁ.঑

As Βe Βeȍe ǘiǘǘiǷǘ, EȍǷie C. ǁoǷǷeǁted us Βith PeȍȍΘ Faȍȍell ǗȍoǶ JaǷe’s
AddiǁtioǷ. PeȍȍΘ pitǁhed Ƕe this idea oǗ doiǷǘ a ǁoΑeȍ oǗ the SlΘ StoǷe soǷǘ
ঐDoǷ’t Call Me Niǘǘeȍ, 2hiteΘ঑ Ǘoȍ a Αideo theΘ Βeȍe shootiǷǘ. 2e’ȍe staȍiǷǘ at
eaǁh otheȍ aǁȍoss the staǘe, ΒeaȍiǷǘ shades, ǘoiǷǘ ǀaǁk aǷd Ǘoȍth:

ঐDoǷ’t ǁall Ƕe Ƿiǘǘeȍ, ΒhiteΘ.঑
ঐDoǷ’t ǁall Ƕe ΒhiteΘ, Ƿiǘǘeȍ.঑
The shit Βas pȍettΘ out theȍe Ǘoȍ ࡲࡺࡺࡲ. TheǷ PeȍȍΘ staȍted telliǷǘ us aǀout

this ǁoǷǁept he had ǁalled Lollapalooza, a tȍaΑeliǷǘ ǗestiΑal ǶashiǷǘ toǘetheȍ



alteȍǷatiΑe, puǷk, heaΑΘ Ƕetal, aǷd hip-hop aǁts.
It souǷded ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁȍazΘ to Ƕe, ǀut I diǘ Ƕost shit that souǷds ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁȍazΘ.

ঐMaǷ, listeǷ, I’Ƕ doΒǷ—put Iǁe-T oǷ the ǀill.঑ I didǷ’t eΑeǷ tell PeȍȍΘ ǶΘ plaǷ
to iǷtȍoduǁe BodΘ CouǷt to the Βoȍld oǷ the touȍ.

The ϯȍst Lollapalooza shoΒ Βas at the IȍΑiǷe MeadoΒs AǶphitheatȍe oǷ JulΘ
TheΘ told Ƕe, ঐIǁe, Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǘo oǷ thiȍd, aǗteȍ Butthole SuȍǗeȍs .ࡲࡺࡺࡲ ,3ࡳ
aǷd the RolliǷs BaǷd.঑ AǷ Iǁe-T set is ǷoȍǶallΘ aǷ houȍ, ǀut I deǁided to split it
ȍiǘht doΒǷ the Ƕiddle, do thiȍtΘ ǶiǷutes oǗ Iǁe-T Ƕateȍial, theǷ thiȍtΘ ǶiǷutes
oǗ BodΘ CouǷt. AǗteȍ I did ǶΘ hip-hop set, I paused aǷd looked out at aǀout
tΒeǷtΘ thousaǷd people.

ঐNoΒ I’Ƕ aǀout to pȍoΑe to Θou that ȍoǁk ’Ƿ’ ȍoll has ǷothiǷǘ to do Βith
ǁoloȍ. Roǁk ’Ƿ’ ȍoll is a state oǗ ǶiǷd.঑

TheǷ BodΘ CouǷt eǶeȍǘes. 2e hit theǶ Βith ঐCop Killeȍ,঑ ঐKKK Bitǁh,঑
ঐ0oodoo.঑ All ouȍ haȍdest shit. I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ HeǷȍΘ RolliǷs staǷdiǷǘ to the side
oǗ the staǘe, just ΑiǀiǷǘ oϦ ouȍ aǘǘȍessiΑe eǷeȍǘΘ.

2heǷ Βe ϯǷished that ϯȍst shoΒ, I looked at EȍǷie, 0iǁ, Moose, aǷd D-Roǁ
ǀaǁkstaǘe. EΑeȍΘ oǷe oǗ us looked like Βe’d just ȍuǷ teǷ Ƕiles, dȍeǷǁhed iǷ sΒeat.
This Βas all so loose, Βithout aǷΘ loǷǘ-ȍaǷǘe plaǷǷiǷǘ, Βithout aǷΘ ǀusiǷess
aǘeǷda; it Βas the eΗaǁt opposite oǗ Βhat I Ǘelt Βhile ϯlǶiǷǘ Ne͏ JaǗk City.
2heǷ I Βas oǷstaǘe Βith BodΘ CouǷt, I didǷ’t haΑe aǷΘ Ǘeaȍ.

2e didǷ’t kǷoΒ iǗ Βe’d ǀe aǁǁepted ǀΘ Βhite ȍoǁk audieǷǁes. 2e didǷ’t ǘiΑe a
Ǘuǁk. 2e didǷ’t kǷoΒ iǗ Βe’d eΑeȍ Ƕake aǷ alǀuǶ toǘetheȍ. 2e didǷ’t ǘiΑe a
Ǘuǁk.

IǷ the suǶǶeȍ oǗ ࡲࡺࡺࡲ, BodΘ CouǷt Βas just a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǗȍieǷds Βho ΒaǷted
to ǘet toǘetheȍ, haΑe a ǘȍeat tiǶe, aǷd kiǁk soǶe ǗuǁkiǷǘ ass oǷstaǘe.

SPIKE

I Βas at those eaȍlΘ BodΘ CouǷt shoΒs aǷd I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ hoΒ the ǁȍoΒds Βeȍe
ΒildiǷǘ out—that eǷeȍǘΘ Βas oǷ a diϦeȍeǷt leΑel. That Βas the ϯȍst tiǶe I saΒ all
these Βhite kids ǘoiǷǘ ǁȍazΘ iǷ a Ƕosh pit.



IǷ ࡲࡺࡺࡲ, Βe Βeȍe ǀouǷǁiǷǘ ǀetΒeeǷ these tΒo Βoȍlds—the L.A. ȍoǁk sǁeǷe
Βith BodΘ CouǷt aǷd the ȍap sǁeǷe ǀaǁk iǷ the hood. OǷe daΘ Βe Βeȍe all at this
hotel ȍiǘht ǀΘ the aiȍpoȍt: BodΘ CouǷt Βas oǷ the ǀill Βith a lot oǗ the Ƕajoȍ
ǀaǷds, like GuǷs N’ Roses. A lot oǗ us dudes ǗȍoǶ the Old CȍiǶe CȍeΒ Βeȍe
haǷǘiǷǘ out, aǷd Iǁe saΘs, ঐCoǶe oǷ, Spike!঑ DoesǷ’t tell Ƕe Βheȍe Βe’ȍe
headed. 2e ǘet iǷ his ǁaȍ aǷd dȍiΑe doΒǷ to CoǶptoǷ, Βheȍe theȍe’s a ȍap
ǁoǷǁeȍt ǘoiǷǘ oǷ.

SuddeǷlΘ Βe’ȍe haǷǘiǷǘ out at the CoǶptoǷ RaǶada Βith EazΘ-E, KiǷǘ T,
aǷd DJ Quik. Dudes ǗȍoǶ heaΑΘ Ƕetal aǷd ȍap didǷ’t ǶiΗ Ƕuǁh at the tiǶe, ǀut
Iǁe ǀouǷǁed ǀetΒeeǷ the sǁeǷes. He staȍted the pȍoǁess oǗ ǀȍeakiǷǘ doΒǷ that
ǀaȍȍieȍ—ǀΘ saΘiǷǘ, ঐGood Ƕusiǁ is ǘood Ƕusiǁ—doǷ’t tȍΘ to ǗuǁkiǷǘ
piǘeoǷhole Ƕe.঑

MeaǷtiǶe, I Βas ΒoȍkiǷǘ haȍd oǷ ǶΘ oΒǷ hip-hop usiǷǘ a lot oǗ ȍoǁk
saǶples iǷ the little studio I’d ǀuilt iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld. I Βas usiǷǘ this SP-ࡱࡱࡳࡲ to
saǶple ȍoǁk ǘuitaȍ ȍiϦs. I alΒaΘs loΑed ZeppeliǷ aǷd the StoǷes—all those
EǷǘlish ȍoǁk ǀaǷds. The ǀest soǷǘ I did Βas ǀased aȍouǷd a saǶple oǗ the
Beatles’ ঐI 2aǷt to Hold 8ouȍ HaǷd.঑

The eǷǘiǷeeȍ that Iǁe aǷd AǗȍika IslaǶ hooked Ƕe up Βith Βas a ǘuΘ Βho’d
Βoȍked oǷ soǶe ȍeǁoȍds ǀΘ ToǷe-Lo-ǁ aǷd 8ouǷǘ MC. I let hiǶ heaȍ the deǶo
I’d doǷe iǷ ǶΘ hoǶe studio, just usiǷǘ a Ǘouȍ-tȍaǁk, aǷd he said, ঐShit, I ǁaǷ ǘet
Θou siǘǷed ȍiǘht ǷoΒ.঑

The eǷǘiǷeeȍ took it to the pȍesideǷt oǗ aǷ iǷdie laǀel ǁalled QualitΘ Reǁoȍds.
He ǁalls Ƕe up aǷd tells Ƕe he’ll ǘiΑe Ƕe a $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡱࡳ alǀuǶ deal ȍiǘht ǷoΒ. ঐBut
did Θou ǁleaȍ the saǶples?঑ he saΘs. I ȍealize ǷoΒ that I Βas supeȍ ǷaïΑe aǀout
that, ǀut Θou Ƿeed to ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ, iǷ the ࡱࡹࡺࡲs aǷd eaȍlΘ ’ࡱࡺs, a lot oǗ hip-hop
ȍeǁoȍds Βeȍe ǀeiǷǘ ȍeleased Βithout ǁleaȍiǷǘ the saǶples ϯȍst. Aȍtists Βould
Ƕake a dope ǀeat aǷd ΒoȍȍΘ aǀout the leǘal ǁoǷseȌueǷǁes lateȍ.

StȍaiǘhtaΒaΘ I ǁalled up Capitol Reǁoȍds aǷd talked to a teaǶ oǗ thȍee
attoȍǷeΘs aǷd theΘ ǀasiǁallΘ told Ƕe, ঐGet the Ǘuǁk outta heȍe!঑ I ȍealize ǷoΒ,
ȍoǖody ǁaǷ saǶple the Beatles. It’s ǗuǁkiǷǘ iǶpossiǀle. But at the tiǶe I Βas so
ΘouǷǘ aǷd ǁoǷϯdeǷt, I thouǘht, Just Ȍake the traǗks dope aȍd ͏e’ll fiǮure out a
͏ay later.



OǗ ǁouȍse, ΒheǷ I ǁouldǷ’t ǁleaȍ the saǶples, that $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡱࡳ alǀuǶ deal
ΑaǷished. 2e’Αe ǘot to ǘo ǀaǁk to the laǀ aǷd ȍeǶake all ouȍ ǀeats. I’Ƕ Ǘȍustȍated
as Ǘuǁk. But siǷǁe I’Ƕ still Ƕaȍȍied to the ǘaǶe, Ǘoȍ ȍeal, I just piǷǘ-poǷǘ ǀaǁk to
Βhat I kǷoΒ hoΒ to do ǀest:

GettiǷǘ ǶoǷeΘ Ǘast.
Riǘht aȍouǷd the tiǶe oǗ those ϯȍst BodΘ CouǷt shoΒs, I ǘet a tipoϦ aǀout a

liǁk that souǷds iǶpossiǀle. But the ΒaΘ I Βas thiǷkiǷǘ ǀaǁk theǷ, as Ǘaȍ as the
ǘaǶe is ǁoǷǁeȍǷed, aiǷ’t ȍothiȍǮ iǶpossiǀle.

It Βas a ǀiǘ iǷteȍǷatioǷal ǘeǶ aǷd jeΒelȍΘ shoΒ at the L.A. CoǷΑeǷtioǷ
CeǷteȍ. The plaǁe Βas suȍȍouǷded ǀΘ L.A. CouǷtΘ sheȍiϦ’s deputies aǷd pȍiΑate
seǁuȍitΘ ǘuaȍds. 8ou’Αe ǘot all these diaǶoǷd dealeȍs aǷd ȍeps ǗȍoǶ the diϦeȍeǷt
Βatǁh ǁoǶpaǷies ϲΘiǷǘ iǷ ǗȍoǶ HoǷǘ KoǷǘ, TaiΒaǷ, SΒitzeȍlaǷd, BelǘiuǶ—
eΑeȍΘoǷe’s ǁȍedeǷtialed, passiǷǘ seǁuȍitΘ ǁheǁks to ǀe at the ǁoǷΑeǷtioǷ.

2e’ȍe talkiǷǘ teǷs oǗ ǶillioǷs iǷ diaǶoǷds aǷd jeΒelȍΘ iǷside—easilΘ. L.A.
CouǷtΘ sheȍiϦ’s deputies Βeȍe pȍoΑidiǷǘ esǁoȍts to soǶe oǗ the ǁaȍs ǁoǶiǷǘ iǷ
aǷd out. TȍΘiǷǘ to hit a liǁk iǷside theȍe Βould ǀe like tȍΘiǷǘ to take doΒǷ Foȍt
KǷoΗ.

AǘaiǷ, I had aǷ iǷside tipsteȍ. He Βas a jeΒeleȍ ǀased iǷ doΒǷtoΒǷ L.A., aǷ
AsiaǷ dude oȍiǘiǷallΘ ǗȍoǶ HaΒaii, aǷd he told Ƕe that theȍe Βould ǀe a RoleΗ
ȍepȍeseǷtatiΑe leaΑiǷǘ the ǁoǷΑeǷtioǷ Βith a suitǁase ϯlled Βith thȍee huǷdȍed
Βatǁhes. MΘ tipsteȍ Βas ǗȍieǷdlΘ Βith the ǘuΘ—I ǶeaǷ, the jeΒelȍΘ ǀusiǷess ǁaǷ
ǀe as ǁutthȍoat as the ǘaǶe, ǀoΘ!

This RoleΗ ȍep Βas tȍaΑeliǷǘ Βith Ƿo peȍsoǷal seǁuȍitΘ ǀeǁause ǷoǀodΘ Βas
supposed to kǷoΒ hoΒ ǶaǷΘ pieǁes he Βas ǁaȍȍΘiǷǘ iǷ that suitǁase.

Just like Βith that liǁk I hit iǷ BeΑeȍlΘ Hills Βith the Ǘake UPS uǷiǗoȍǶ, I sat
doΒǷ aǷd stȍateǘized a plaǷ. 2ith the ȍiǘht Ǘaǁes aǷd ǁostuǶes, Βith the ȍiǘht
ǁaȍs aǷd pȍops, Βe Ƕiǘht ǀe aǀle to do it.

I used the saǶe pȍiǷǁiple, ΒeǷt doΒǷ to Skid RoΒ aǷd sǁouted thȍee Βhite
dudes. These ǘuΘs Βeȍe a ǀit ȍouǘheȍ thaǷ JustiǷ—tΒo had doǷe pȍisoǷ tiǶe,
aȍǶs all tatted up, aǷd theΘ’d ǀeeǷ iǷΑolΑed iǷ ȍoǀǀeȍies ǀeǗoȍe. TheΘ all ΒaǷted
to Ƕake soǶe ǶoǷeΘ Ǘast. I ǘot theǶ ǁleaǷed up, shaΑed, took theǶ to
Supeȍǁuts; I had ǶΘ seaǶstȍesses at the sΒap Ƕeet Ƕake up aȍǶΘ-ǘȍeeǷ
ΒiǷdǀȍeakeȍs that said ঐSheȍiϦ঑ iǷ ǀȍiǘht ΘelloΒ. Got theǶ uǷiǗoȍǶ Diǁkies iǷ



that saǶe shade oǗ ǘȍeeǷ, outϯtted theǶ Βith holsteȍs, ϲashliǘhts—all the
aǁǁessoȍies that Ƕade theǶ look just like the ȍeal sheȍiϦ’s deputies at the ǘeǶ
shoΒ.

MΘ hoǶie CliǷt Βas a ǀeast Βith his GTA ǘaǶe, so he stole tΒo ǷeaȍlΘ
ideǷtiǁal MoǷte Caȍlos. 2e ǘot the aǁtual poliǁe liǘhts theΘ ǶouǷt oǷ the
dashǀoaȍd iǷ uǷǶaȍked ǁaȍs.

OǷ the daΘ oǗ the liǁk, Βe had to ǀe ǁlose eǷouǘh to ǶoǷitoȍ ǁaȍs ǁoǶiǷǘ iǷ
aǷd out oǗ the ǁoǷΑeǷtioǷ ǁeǷteȍ ǀut Ǘaȍ eǷouǘh aΒaΘ Ƿot to look ǁoǷspiǁuous.
2e Βeȍe iǷ a paȍkiǷǘ lot ǷeaȍǀΘ—Ƕe aǷd CliǷt Βeȍe iǷ a ǀlaǁk CheΑΘ ࡵࡶࡵ tȍuǁk,
aǷd ouȍ thȍee ΒhiteǀoΘs Βeȍe ΒeaȍiǷǘ the Ǘake uǷiǗoȍǶs iǷ theiȍ MoǷte Caȍlos.

At aȍouǷd ࡵ p.Ƕ., ǶΘ iǷside ǘuΘ ǁalls Ƕe oǷ ǶΘ ϲip phoǷe, ǘiΑiǷǘ Ƕe the
details: the RoleΗ ȍep is oǷ his ΒaΘ out oǗ the ǁoǷΑeǷtioǷ ǁeǷteȍ ǷoΒ, aǀout to
dȍiΑe to the aiȍpoȍt. His ȍeǷtal is a ǀȍaǷd-ǷeΒ ǀlue Tauȍus.

He passes thȍouǘh the eΗit aǷd Βe let hiǶ ǘet a ǗeΒ ǀloǁks Ǘuȍtheȍ ǗȍoǶ the
ǁoǷΑeǷtioǷ ǁeǷteȍ. 2e kǷoΒ he’s headiǷǘ east aǷd Βe plaǷ to stop hiǶ just
ǀeǗoȍe he ǘets oǷ the ǗȍeeΒaΘ.

He’s aǀout to pull iǷto this ǘas statioǷ to ϯll up, ǀut ȍiǘht aΒaΘ ǶΘ thȍee ǘuΘs
iǷ the MoǷte Caȍlos hit theiȍ ϲashiǷǘ liǘhts aǷd pull hiǶ oΑeȍ. TheΘ doǷ’t eΑeǷ
ǁoǷΑeȍse Βith this dude, just ask to see his liǁeǷse, theǷ ǘȍaǀ the suitǁase, ǘet
ǀaǁk iǷ theiȍ MoǷte Caȍlos, Ƕake U-tuȍǷs, aǷd ϲee the ǗuǁkiǷǘ sǁeǷe.

2e had a ȍeǷdezΑous spot aǀout tΒo ǶiǷutes aΒaΘ. Ditǁhed all ouȍ ǁaȍs,
sΒitǁhed iǷto otheȍ G-ȍides, aǷd Ƕet up at this little loΒ-ǀudǘet Ƕotel ȍooǶ.
Ouȍ tipsteȍ Βas spot-oǷ Βith all his iǷǗo. Theȍe Βeȍe Ƕoȍe thaǷ thȍee huǷdȍed
RoleΗes iǷ the suitǁase.

2heǷ I ǁashed out Βith ǶΘ ǗeǷǁe iǷ doΒǷtoΒǷ L.A., it Βas a hell oǗ a sǁoȍe
—a halǗ-a-ǶillioǷ-dollaȍ liǁk. Eaǁh oǗ the thȍee Βhite ǘuΘs ǘot $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡶ Ǘoȍ
plaΘiǷǘ the deputΘ sheȍiϦs. 2e ǘaΑe ouȍ tipsteȍ $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡱࡲ. So that leǗt Ƕe aǷd
CliǷt to split up the ȍeǶaiǷiǷǘ $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡶࡳ.

The Βildest paȍt Βas, ΒheǷ I settled up Βith ouȍ tipsteȍ, he said that the
RoleΗ ȍep iǷitiallΘ thouǘht he ǘot jaǁked ǀΘ thȍee real ǁops. The ǘuΘ ȍeallΘ
ǀelieΑed those thȍee ΒhiteǀoΘs Βeȍe soǶe ǘaǷǘsteȍ-ass ȍoǘue ǁops oǷ the pȍoΒl.

AǷd ǀaǁk iǷ the suǶǶeȍ oǗ ࡲࡺࡺࡲ, Βith eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ that Βas iǷ the ǷeΒs at the
tiǶe, it ΒasǷ’t suǁh a ǁȍazΘ thouǘht.



ICE

Baǁk iǷ ’ࡲࡺ, ΒheǷ BodΘ CouǷt Βas staȍtiǷǘ out, the situatioǷ Βith LAPD Βas
just out oǗ ǁoǷtȍol. Those oǗ us Βho ǘȍeΒ up iǷ the hood had ǀeeǷ seeiǷǘ it up
ǁlose Ǘoȍ Θeaȍs. Baǁk theǷ—ǀeǗoȍe eΑeȍΘoǷe iǷ the Βoȍld staȍted ΒalkiǷǘ aȍouǷd
Βith a ǶoΑie ǁaǶeȍa iǷ theiȍ sǶaȍtphoǷe—it used to ǀe the stoȍies oǗ ǘuΘs like
Ƕe aǷd Spike, ouȍ Βoȍd aǘaiǷst the Βoȍd oǗ these ǁops. TodaΘ, so Ƕuǁh oǗ it iǷ
the opeǷ—eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ that happeǷed Βith the RaǶpaȍt DiΑisioǷ—stȍaiǘht-up
ǘaǷǘsteȍ ǁops, ȍoǀǀiǷǘ ǀaǷks, ǶooǷliǘhtiǷǘ as hiȍed ǘuǷǶeǷ.

But Βhat Θou saΒ Βith RodǷeΘ KiǷǘ iǷ Maȍǁh ࡲࡺࡺࡲ ΒasǷ’t aǷ isolated
situatioǷ; that Βas LAPD’s ǘet-doΒǷ. IǗ Θou Βeȍe Blaǁk aǷd ǗȍoǶ the hood, Θou
kǷeΒ that iǗ theΘ appȍeheǷded Θou Ǘoȍ aǷΘ ȍeasoǷ, theΘ Ƕiǘht ǀeat Θouȍ ass
ǶeȍǁilesslΘ, ǁhoke Θou, shoot Θou—ΒhateΑeȍ theΘ ΒaǷted to do.

The thiǷǘ that Ƕade the RodǷeΘ KiǷǘ situatioǷ uǷusual is that it Βas
ǁaptuȍed oǷ Αideo. ReǶeǶǀeȍ, it Βas ϯlǶed oǷ oǷe oǗ those ǀiǘ old-sǁhool
Αideo ǁaǶeȍas, the kiǷd Θou’Αe ǘot to hold oǷ Θouȍ shouldeȍ. 0eȍΘ ǗeΒ people
had theǶ. It Βas uǷheaȍd oǗ Ǘoȍ soǶeoǷe to Αideotape poliǁe ǀȍutalitΘ oǷ just a
ǶoǶeǷt’s Ƿotiǁe.

Foȍ a lot oǗ these Βhite ǁops, patȍolliǷǘ South CeǷtȍal L.A. Βas like Gorillas
iȍ the Mist. OǷe oǗ those ǁops Βho ǀeat RodǷeΘ KiǷǘ aǁtuallΘ used that liǷe.
The ȍaǁisǶ staȍted ǗȍoǶ the top, Βith the ǁhieǗ oǗ poliǁe. TheΘ Ƕade Ƿo seǁȍet
aǀout it; Βe’d see poliǁe ǁaȍs ȍolliǷǘ aȍouǷd the hood Βith CoǷǗedeȍate ϲaǘs oǷ
the ǀuǶpeȍ.

The LAPD used to ǁoǶe iǷ aǷd do these ǶassiΑe ǘaǷǘ sΒeeps, aǷd iǗ theΘ
ǁauǘht thȍee oȍ Ǘouȍ people staǷdiǷǘ aȍouǷd oǷ the ǁoȍǷeȍ, theΘ laǀeled Θou a
ǘaǷǘ, ǀȍouǘht Θou iǷ to the L.A. ColiseuǶ Ǘoȍ ϯǷǘeȍpȍiǷtiǷǘ aǷd ǀookiǷǘ.

Kids Βho ǷeΑeȍ ǀȍoke the laΒ oǷǁe, dudes Βho Βeȍe just oǷ the Ǘootǀall teaǶ
oȍ ΒoȍkiǷǘ at MǁDoǷald’s, theΘ Βould ȍuǷ autoǶatiǁallΘ ǗȍoǶ LAPD ǀeǁause
Ƿo oǷe ΒaǷted to ǘo iǷto the sΘsteǶ.

2hite people alΒaΘs used to saΘ, ঐIǗ Θou did ǷothiǷǘ ΒȍoǷǘ, ΒhΘ Βould Θou
ȍuǷ ǗȍoǶ the poliǁe?঑ Most ΘouǷǘ Blaǁk dudes didǷ’t ΒaǷt aǷΘ kiǷd oǗ
eǷǁouǷteȍ Βith the LAPD—Θou ǷeΑeȍ kǷeΒ hoΒ it Ƕiǘht ǗuǁkiǷǘ eǷd.



HoǷestlΘ, Βe used to ΑieΒ the LAPD as this ǁȍiǶiǷal ȍeǘiǶe Βe Βeȍe liΑiǷǘ
uǷdeȍ.

This is all the ǀaǁkǘȍouǷd ǁoǷteΗt oǗ Βhat happeǷed oǷe aǗteȍǷooǷ iǷ ࡱࡺࡺࡲ
ΒheǷ I Βalked iǷto a BodΘ CouǷt ȍeheaȍsal siǷǘiǷǘ ঐPsΘǁho Killeȍ঑ ǀΘ the
TalkiǷǘ Heads. BeatǶasteȍ 0 said, ঐMaǷ, Βe Ƿeed a ঒Cop Killeȍ.’ ঑

ঐ2hat’ȍe Θou talkiǷǘ aǀout?঑
0iǁ told Ƕe the stoȍΘ aǀout oǷe oǗ the hoǶies Βho ǘot shot iǷ the ǀaǁk, ȍiǘht

ǗȍoǷt oǗ his pȍeǘǷaǷt ΒiǗe, paȍalΘzed, leǗt iǷ a Βheelǁhaiȍ—I staȍted to thiǷk,
Well, ͏hat iǭ soȌeǖody just Ǯot triǮǮered ǖy poliǗe ǖrutality, sȍapped, aȍd ͏eȍt
aǭter a raǗist Ǘop?

That’s Βheȍe the soǷǘ ǁaǶe ǗȍoǶ. EȍǷie C. Βȍote the Ƕusiǁ; I Βȍote the
stoȍΘ. It’s Ƕe ΑisualiziǷǘ soǶe ǘuΘ Βho’s had eǷouǘh, ǘets pushed oΑeȍ the edǘe,
aǷd is out Ǘoȍ paΘǀaǁk. It’s a ǗaǷtasΘ—a ȍeΑeǷǘe ǗaǷtasΘ. Like Boǀ MaȍleΘ didǷ’t
really shoot the sheȍiϦ, Θou kǷoΒ?

2heǷ I Βȍote the Βoȍds, I didǷ’t ȍealize that ǁops Βeȍe oϦ-liǶits as aȍtistiǁ
suǀjeǁt Ƕatteȍ. TheΘ ΒeȍeǷ’t oϦ-liǶits iǷ puǷk ȍoǁk. Theȍe Βas alȍeadΘ a
haȍdǁoȍe ǀaǷd ǁalled MillioǷs oǗ Dead Cops. Blaǁk Flaǘ had T-shiȍts shoΒiǷǘ a
ǁop Βith a ǘuǷ iǷ his Ƕouth.

But ΒheǷ the ǁoǷtȍoΑeȍsΘ ǀleΒ up, theΘ ΒouldǷ’t ǘiΑe Ƕe ǁȍedit Ǘoȍ haΑiǷǘ
the aȍtistiǁ aǀilitΘ to Βȍite a soǷǘ iǷ a ϯȍst-peȍsoǷ Αoiǁe Ƿot ǶΘ oΒǷ, to ǀe aǀle to
put ǶΘselǗ iǷto aǷotheȍ ǁhaȍaǁteȍ’s peȍspeǁtiΑe.

TheΘ tȍied to Ƕake it seeǶ like I Βas adΑoǁatiǷǘ the Ƕuȍdeȍ oǗ poliǁe oϩǁeȍs.
As iǗ I Βeȍe peȍsoǷallΘ saΘiǷǘ, ঐLet’s ǘo dust oϦ soǶe ǁops.঑ At oǷe poiǷt, theΘ
ǁlaiǶed the ȍeǁoȍd Βas respoȍsiǖle Ǘoȍ the aǁtual killiǷǘs oǗ ǁops iǷ Dallas. I told
all these ȍepoȍteȍs at the tiǶe, ঐIǗ Θou ǀelieΑe Iǁe-T is out theȍe killiǷǘ ǁops, theǷ
Θou ǀelieΑe DaΑid BoΒie is aǷ astȍoǷaut.঑

I Βȍote it iǷ a peȍsoǷa—a ǗaǷtasΘ ǁhaȍaǁteȍ—ǀut it Βas iǷǗoȍǶed ǀΘ all these
stoȍies ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ ȍeal ǗȍieǷds. I peȍsoǷallΘ ǷeΑeȍ ǘot ǶΘ ass kiǁked ǀΘ LAPD. But
so ǶaǷΘ oǗ the hoǶies had stoȍies like 0iǁ’s. I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ Spike telliǷǘ us all
aǀout the ϯȍst tiǶe he Βas eΑeȍ aȍȍested, ΒheǷ he Βas a kid iǷ juǷioȍ hiǘh—hoΒ
these Βhite ǁops Ǘuǁked hiǶ up, ǷeaȍlΘ killed hiǶ, Βith ǁoǶplete iǶpuǷitΘ.



SPIKE

It Βas duȍiǷǘ the eȍa oǗ dippiǷǘ—ΒheǷ I ϯȍst staȍted piǁkpoǁketiǷǘ ǀaǁk iǷ
juǷioȍ hiǘh. I Βas at a ǀus stop iǷ doΒǷtoΒǷ L.A. EΑeȍΘoǷe Βas ǁȍoΒdiǷǘ
toǘetheȍ iǷ a liǷe to ǘet oǷto the ǀus, aǷd I ǶaǷaǘed to dip iǷto this HispaǷiǁ
ladΘ’s puȍse aǷd steal heȍ Βallet. I did it ȍeal sliǁk aǷd she didǷ’t eΑeǷ Ƿotiǁe. I
had heȍ Βallet tuǁked iǷto ǶΘ ΒaistǀaǷd aǷd Βas tuȍǷiǷǘ to ǘet aΒaΘ, ǀut
aǷotheȍ HispaǷiǁ ǀΘstaǷdeȍ saΒ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ, aǷd she staȍts to shout iǷ SpaǷish.

The ϯȍst ladΘ looks iǷ heȍ puȍse, ȍealizes heȍ Βallet’s ǶissiǷǘ, aǷd I take oϦ
ȍuǷǷiǷǘ doΒǷ the ǀloǁk. But ΒheǷ I tuȍǷ the ǁoȍǷeȍ oǷ Hill Stȍeet aǷd FiǗth,
theȍe’s a ǶotoȍǁΘǁle ǁop ǘiΑiǷǘ out a tȍaϩǁ tiǁket.

People ǗȍoǶ the ǀus stop aȍe ǗolloΒiǷǘ Ƕe, ΘelliǷǘ, ঐStop hiǶ!঑ I spȍiǷted
iǷto a paȍkiǷǘ lot, ǁȍaΒled up uǷdeȍ these ǁaȍs. The ǶotoȍǁΘǁle ǁop is seaȍǁhiǷǘ
Ǘoȍ Ƕe, aǷd he’s alȍeadΘ ȍadioed iǷ Ǘoȍ ǀaǁkup. I staȍt heaȍiǷǘ siȍeǷs ǁoǶiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ
all diȍeǁtioǷs.

I ǘot up aǷd ȍaǷ doΒǷ SpȍiǷǘ Stȍeet, dashed iǷside this ǁoǷdeǶǷed ǀuildiǷǘ.
Theȍe’s a hoǶeless ǘuΘ sleepiǷǘ theȍe at the ǀottoǶ oǗ the staiȍΒell. I alǶost
tȍipped oΑeȍ hiǶ, Βoke hiǶ up, aǷd said, ঐHeΘ, ǶaǷ, iǗ soǶeǀodΘ ǁoǶes, doǷ’t
saΘ shit, all ȍiǘht? 8ou didǷ’t see Ƕe.঑

I’Ƕ ȍuǷǷiǷǘ up all these staiȍs as the siȍeǷs aȍe ǁoǶiǷǘ ǁloseȍ, aǷd ǀΘ the tiǶe
I ǘet aǀout ϯΑe ϲiǘhts up, I heaȍ the poliǁe iǷ the staiȍΒell ǁoǶiǷǘ aǗteȍ Ƕe.
DoΒǷ at the ǀottoǶ, I ǁaǷ heaȍ the hoǶeless ǘuΘ tell theǶ, ঐHe ȍaǷ upstaiȍs.঑ I
ǘet to the top, aǀout thiȍteeǷ ϲooȍs up, ǁoǶe out oǗ the staiȍΒell, doΒǷ this
hallΒaΘ oǗ ΑaǁaǷt oϩǁes, Ƿo ǗuȍǷituȍe aǷΘΒheȍe. I pull the ladΘ’s Βallet out oǗ
ǶΘ Βaist, ǘȍaǀ the ǁash, aǷd stash the Βallet iǷ oǷe oǗ the oϩǁes. I ǁaǷ heaȍ the
ǁops’ Ǘootsteps eǁhoiǷǘ iǷ the staiȍΒell. Theȍe’s ǷoΒheȍe leǗt Ǘoȍ Ƕe to hide oȍ
ȍuǷ. I ǘo iǷto oǷe oǗ these deseȍted oϩǁes, pȍΘ opeǷ the ΒiǷdoΒ, aǷd juǶp out
oǷto a ϯȍe esǁape that leads doΒǷ to the ǀaǁk alleΘ.

I sǁȍaǶǀle doΒǷ as Ǘast as I ǁaǷ—the ǁops iǷside see Ƕe ǗȍoǶ the top ΒiǷdoΒ
aǷd Θell, ঐFȍeeze!঑ But I ǘet to the ǀottoǶ oǗ the ϯȍe esǁape, do a haǷǘiǷǘ juǶp
doΒǷ—it’s aǀout a seΑeǷ-Ǘoot dȍop, I laǷd ǁleaǷ Βithout tΒistiǷǘ ǶΘ aǷkle oȍ
aǷΘthiǷǘ. The ǶiǷute I look up, I see a poliǁe ǁaȍ ǁoǶiǷǘ at Ƕe Ǘull speed. TheΘ



slaǶ oǷ the ǀȍakes, dooȍs sΒiǷǘ opeǷ oǷ ǀoth sides, tΒo ǁops juǶp out aǷd
dȍaΒ doΒǷ oǷ Ƕe Βith theiȍ ǘuǷs.

ঐFȍeeze, ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ. DoǷ’t ǶoΑe.঑
I ǘlaǷǁe ǀehiǷd Ƕe aǷd aǷotheȍ LAPD ǁaȍ ǁoǶes sǁȍeeǁhiǷǘ at Ƕe ǗȍoǶ the

otheȍ side oǗ the alleΘ. I’Ƕ saǷdΒiǁhed ǀetΒeeǷ tΒo poliǁe ǁaȍs Βith theiȍ dooȍs
Βide opeǷ. All oǗ these Αoiǁes aȍe shoutiǷǘ.

ঐDoΒǷ oǷ Θouȍ kǷees!঑
ঐHaǷds iǷ the aiȍ!঑
I dȍop to ǶΘ kǷees. TheΘ ǁoǶe ǀehiǷd Ƕe aǷd ǘȍaǀ ǀoth Βȍists, theǷ slaǶ

Ƕe oǷ the ǘȍouǷd Ǘaǁe-ϯȍst. I’Ƕ Ƿot ȍesistiǷǘ at all, ǀut oǷe ǁop puts his kǷee oǷ
ǶΘ head, ǘȍiǷdiǷǘ ǶΘ Ǘaǁe iǷto the ǘȍaΑel Βhile I’Ƕ ǘettiǷǘ ǁuϦed.

GȍoΒiǷǘ up iǷ South CeǷtȍal, I alΒaΘs heaȍd stoȍies aǀout hoΒ these LAPD
ǁops Βould just ǀeat Θouȍ ass, ǁhoke Θou out, ΒhateΑeȍ theΘ Ǘelt like doiǷǘ—ǀut
theȍe’s a ǀiǘ diϦeȍeǷǁe ǀetΒeeǷ heaȍiǷǘ soǶeoǷe desǁȍiǀiǷǘ soǶethiǷǘ
tȍauǶatiǁ that happeǷed to theȌ aǷd aǁtuallΘ eΗpeȍieǷǁiǷǘ it ϯȍsthaǷd.

I’Ƕ ΘaǷked to ǶΘ Ǘeet aǷd see that it’s Ǘouȍ ǀiǘ ǁops ǷoΒ, all oǗ theǶ Βhite.
TheΘ slaǶ Ƕe oǷ top oǗ the hood oǗ the hot-ass ǁaȍ. It’s suǶǶeȍtiǶe, aǀout ࡱࡺ
deǘȍees, aǷd the Ƕetal oǗ the hood is so ǗuǁkiǷǘ hot it ǀuȍǷs ǶΘ Ǘaǁe. This oǷe
ǁop is ΒeaȍiǷǘ ǀlaǁk ǘloΑes, eΑeǷ iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ suǶǶeȍ, ǘȍaǀǀiǷǘ Ƕe ǀΘ the
Ƿeǁk, Βhile his paȍtǷeȍ ǀeǷds doΒǷ to staȍe ȍiǘht iǷto ǶΘ eΘes.

ঐLook heȍe, Ƿiǘǘeȍ. 2heǷ Βe tell Θou stop, Θou stop! 8ou uǷdeȍstaǷd Ƕe?
8ou uǷdeȍstaǷd Ƕe, Ƿiǘǘeȍ?঑

I’Ƕ tȍΘiǷǘ to aǷsΒeȍ, ǀut the otheȍ oǷe keeps puttiǷǘ pȍessuȍe oǷ ǶΘ
ΒiǷdpipe, sǶashiǷǘ it doΒǷ.

ঐI ǁaǷ’t ǀȍeathe, I ǁaǷ’t ǀȍeathe.঑ I’Ƕ saΘiǷǘ it ȍeal ȍaspΘ aǷd Βeak ǀeǁause
I’Αe ǘot Ƿo aiȍ leǗt iǷ ǶΘ luǷǘs. PȍettΘ sooǷ, all I ǁaǷ Ƕake is a loΒ ȍattliǷǘ souǷd.

I’ll ǷeΑeȍ Ǘoȍǘet the hatȍed iǷ this ǁop’s ǀlue eΘes.
ঐ8ou doǷ’t ȍuǷ ǗȍoǶ us, Ƿiǘǘeȍ, Θou ǘot that? 8ou doǷ’t ȍuǷ ǗȍoǶ us.

Uȍderstaȍd?঑
He ΒaǷts aǷ aǷsΒeȍ ǗȍoǶ Ƕe, ǀut he ǁaǷ see his ǗuǁkiǷǘ paȍtǷeȍ is sǶashiǷǘ

ǶΘ ΒiǷdpipe, haȍdeȍ, pushiǷǘ ǶΘ ǁheek doΒǷ iǷto that ǀuȍǷiǷǘ Ƕetal oǗ the ǁaȍ
hood. I ǁaǷ’t speak, ǁaǷ’t ǀȍeathe.



2heǷ Θou staȍt to ǘet dizzΘ ǗȍoǶ laǁk oǗ oΗΘǘeǷ, it’s alǶost like little shoǁks
oǗ eleǁtȍiǁitΘ ǘoiǷǘ thȍouǘh Θouȍ Ǘaǁe.

I Ǘeel ǶΘselǗ ǀlaǁkiǷǘ out. TheǷ soǶethiǷǘ Ƕust haΑe ǁliǁked iǷ these ǁops’
heads to Ƕake theǶ look ǀaǁk doΒǷ the otheȍ eǷd oǗ the alleΘ. Aǀout ǗoȍtΘ
Θaȍds aΒaΘ, people aȍe staȍtiǷǘ to ǘatheȍ, ǶuȍǶuȍiǷǘ. NoǀodΘ’s ΘelliǷǘ oȍ
aǷΘthiǷǘ, ǀut theΘ’ȍe tȍΘiǷǘ to see Βhat’s ǘoiǷǘ oǷ.

The ǁop Βith the ǀlaǁk ǘloΑes eases up his ǘȍip oǷ ǶΘ ΒiǷdpipe—theǷ
ȍeleases Ƕe, so I staȍt ǘaspiǷǘ Ǘoȍ ǀȍeath.

I’Ƕ suȍe that’s the oȍly thiǷǘ that saΑed Ƕe: the ǁȍoΒd ǘatheȍiǷǘ at the eǷd oǗ
the alleΘ.

ঐGet iǷ the ǁaȍ, Ƿiǘǘeȍ.঑
TheΘ shoΑe Ƕe iǷ the ǀaǁk seat, kiǷd oǗ sideΒaΘs. I’Ƕ ϯǗteeǷ, ϯȍst tiǶe eΑeȍ

iǷ haǷdǁuϦs, ϯȍst tiǶe iǷ the ǀaǁk oǗ a patȍol ǁaȍ, aǷd I doǷ’t kǷoΒ Βhat the
Ǘuǁk’s ǘoiǷǘ oǷ. I’Ƕ Ƿot eΑeǷ Βoȍȍied aǀout ǀeiǷǘ ǁhaȍǘed Βith ȍoǀǀeȍΘ at this
poiǷt, I’Ƕ Ƿot Βoȍȍied aǀout ǶΘ paȍeǷts’ ȍeaǁtioǷ; ǷoΒ ǶΘ ǶiǷd is stȍiǁtlΘ oǷ:

What iǭ these ȌotherǭuǗkers dri͎e Ȍe soȌeplaǗe ͏here there are ȍo ͏itȍesses
aȍd Ǘhoke Ȍe to the poiȍt I doȍ’t e͎er ͏ake up?

These ǁops did Ƿot ǘiΑe a Ǘuǁk. TheΘ ǁalled Ƕe ঐǷiǘǘeȍ঑ opeǷlΘ, aǀused Ƕe
opeǷlΘ, Βith Ƿo Ǘeaȍ oǗ aǷΘ ǁoǷseȌueǷǁes.

I ǘuess theΘ ϯǘuȍed theΘ’d Ǘuǁked Βith Ƕe eǷouǘh, thouǘh, ǀeǁause theΘ
took Ƕe to the statioǷ, ǀooked Ƕe, theǷ ǁoǷtaǁted ǶΘ paȍeǷts. MΘ dad Βas oϦ
doiǷǘ his ǶilitaȍΘ seȍΑiǁe, so ǶΘ ǶoǶ had to ǁoǶe ǘet Ƕe. IǗ ǶΘ dad Βould’Αe
ǀeeǷ iǷ toΒǷ, he’d haΑe Βhooped ǶΘ ass, ǀut Ƿot ǶΘ ǶoǶ. She Βas a ȍeallΘ
Ȍuiet ChȍistiaǷ ladΘ. She ΒasǷ’t Βith the phΘsiǁal disǁipliǷe. She Βould talk to
Θou ȌuietlΘ, tȍΘiǷǘ to uǷdeȍstaǷd Βhat happeǷed aǷd ΒhΘ.

I’Ƕ ΒaitiǷǘ Ǘoȍ heȍ at the statioǷ aǷd iǶǶediatelΘ ΒheǷ she Βalks iǷ—this
tiǷΘ, soǗt-spokeǷ, God-ǗeaȍiǷǘ Blaǁk ΒoǶaǷ—I see the disappoiǷtǶeǷt iǷ heȍ
Ǘaǁe.

At this tiǶe, ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ still had a lot oǗ hopes Ǘoȍ Ƕe. I Βas doiǷǘ Βell iǷ
sǁhool, ǘettiǷǘ ǘood ǘȍades, plaΘiǷǘ ǀaseǀall—aǷd I Βas the oǷlΘ oǷe oǗ ǶΘ
ǀȍotheȍs Βho hadǷ’t ǀeeǷ iǷ tȍouǀle Βith the laΒ Θet. MΘ oldeȍ ǀȍotheȍs had
ǀoth ǀeeǷ to jail, aǷd eΑeǷ ǶΘ ΘouǷǘeȍ ǀȍotheȍ Βas ǘiΑiǷǘ heȍ pȍoǀleǶs.



TheΘ ǘaΑe heȍ all the papeȍΒoȍk aǷd the date Ǘoȍ ǶΘ juΑeǷile aȍȍaiǘǷǶeǷt.
MoǶ didǷ’t dȍiΑe, so Βe ǁauǘht the ǀus hoǶe, aǷd Ǘoȍ the ϯȍst teǷ ǶiǷutes she
Βas ȍeadiǷǘ thȍouǘh the poliǁe doǁuǶeǷts.

ঐ2hat Βeȍe Θou doiǷǘ, AltoǷ?঑
OǷe thiǷǘ aǀout Ƕe aǷd ǶΘ ǶoǶ, I Βas alΒaΘs tȍuthǗul Βith heȍ. ঐI stole

this MeΗiǁaǷ ladΘ’s Βallet,঑ I said. ঐI Βas piǁkpoǁketiǷǘ at the ǀus stop aǷd theǷ
I tȍied to esǁape ǗȍoǶ the poliǁe.঑ I told heȍ hoΒ eΑeǷ aǗteȍ I ǘaΑe up, the oǷe ǁop
kǷeeled oǷ ǶΘ head aǷd ǘȍouǷd ǶΘ Ǘaǁe iǷto the ǘȍaΑel. HoΒ oǷe oǗ theǶ
sǶashed ǶΘ ΒiǷdpipe uǷtil I Βas ǀlaǁkiǷǘ out, aǷd his paȍtǷeȍ Βas ǀeǷdiǷǘ
doΒǷ, lookiǷǘ Ƕe iǷ the eΘes, telliǷǘ Ƕe ǷeΑeȍ to ȍuǷ aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ theǶ aǘaiǷ,
ǁalliǷǘ Ƕe ঐǷiǘǘeȍ঑ the Βhole tiǶe.

HeaȍiǷǘ all this ǗȍoǶ Ƕe, at aǘe ϯǗteeǷ, it ǀȍoke heȍ heaȍt. I ǁould see all these
diϦeȍeǷt eǶotioǷs ϲashiǷǘ iǷ ǶΘ ǶoǶ’s eΘes.

Heȍ disappoiǷtǶeǷt ǁhaǷǘes ȌuiǁklΘ to ΒoȍȍΘ aǷd Ǘeaȍ.
TheǷ she staȍts pȍaΘiǷǘ.
She ǁaǷ see ǶΘ Ǘaǁe is all sǁȍaped up ǗȍoǶ the ǘȍaΑel, the ǁhoke Ƕaȍks ǗȍoǶ

the ǁop’s ϯǷǘeȍs aȍe Αisiǀle oǷ ǶΘ Ƿeǁk. She didǷ’t saΘ aǷΘthiǷǘ else the ȍest oǗ
the ǀus ȍide hoǶe. I ΑiΑidlΘ ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ ǶΘ ǶoǶ sittiǷǘ theȍe sileǷtlΘ oǷ that ǀus,
ȍealiziǷǘ hoΒ easilΘ those ǁops ǁould haΑe killed Ƕe ȍiǘht theȍe iǷ the alleΘ.

ICE

WheǷ I Βas a Ǘull-tiǶe ǁȍiǶiǷal, I ǷeΑeȍ hated the ǁops.
A ȍeal ǁȍiǶiǷal ǷeΑeȍ hates the ǁops. He just looks at the ǁops as his

oppoǷeǷts. I kǷeΒ I Βas ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ. The laΒ told Ƕe I ǁaǷ’t do this, ǀut I
said, ঐI’Ƕ ǘoǷǷa do it aǷΘΒaΘ.঑ This is the ǘaǶe; those aȍe the ȍules. IǗ Θou ǁatǁh
Ƕe, Θou ǁatǁh Ƕe, aǷd I ǁuϦ up. IǗ Θou ǁaǷ pȍoΑe I did it, I ǘo to pȍisoǷ.

I ǷeΑeȍ hated ǁops; I just thouǘht I Βas sǶaȍteȍ thaǷ theǶ.
2heǷ I Βȍote ঐCop Killeȍ,঑ it ΒasǷ’t addȍessiǷǘ all ǁops. It Βas addȍessiǷǘ

ȍaǁist, aǀusiΑe, ǁoȍȍupt, out-oǗ-ǁoǷtȍol ǁops. The kiǷd oǗ ǁops that’ll shoot aǷ
uǷaȍǶed ǀȍotheȍ iǷ the ǀaǁk. Oȍ ǁhoke the shit out oǗ a ϯǗteeǷ-Θeaȍ-old Blaǁk
kid Ǘoȍ haΑiǷǘ the audaǁitΘ to tȍΘ to ȍuǷ aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ theǶ.



But oǷe thiǷǘ people Ƿeed to ǀeaȍ iǷ ǶiǷd—espeǁiallΘ iǷ liǘht oǗ Geoȍǘe
FloΘd aǷd Blaǁk LiΑes Matteȍ aǷd eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ that ǁaǶe aǀout iǷ the deǁades
aǗteȍ Βe Ƕade that ȍeǁoȍd—I’Ƕ Ƿot saΘiǷǘ, ঐFuǁk all poliǁe!঑

I’Ƕ saΘiǷǘ, ঐFuǁk poliǁe ǀȍutalitΘ!঑
That’s a keΘ distiǷǁtioǷ.
LookiǷǘ ǀaǁk oǷ it ǷoΒ, thiȍtΘ Θeaȍs lateȍ, I’Ƕ ǘlad I saǷǘ, ঐFuǁk poliǁe

ǀȍutalitΘ!঑ at the tiǶe that I did. I Βȍote it a Θeaȍ ǀeǗoȍe RodǷeΘ KiǷǘ, aǷd the
alǀuǶ ǁaǶe out tΒo ǶoǷths ǀeǗoȍe the L.A. ȍiots. ঐCop Killeȍ঑ Βas a pȍotest
soǷǘ. It ȍeϲeǁts hoΒ a lot oǗ Blaǁk people Βeȍe ǗeeliǷǘ iǷ that paȍtiǁulaȍ histoȍiǁal
ǶoǶeǷt. Folks iǷ L.A. Βeȍe at the poiǷt oǗ eΗplodiǷǘ Βith ȍaǘe at poliǁe
ǀȍutalitΘ.

AǷotheȍ thiǷǘ people Ƿeed to ȍealize aǀout ঐCop Killeȍ঑ is that BodΘ CouǷt
Βas plaΘiǷǘ that soǷǘ oǷ touȍ Ǘoȍ a Ǘull year Βithout ǁoǷtȍoΑeȍsΘ. NoǀodΘ eΑeǷ
seeǶed to Ƿotiǁe. The shit hit the ǗaǷ iǷ ’ࡳࡺ ǀeǁause that Βas aǷ eleǁtioǷ Θeaȍ
—ঐCop Killeȍ঑ Βas a ȍeadΘ-Ƕade taȍǘet Ǘoȍ the pȍesideǷt, the Αiǁe pȍesideǷt, aǷd
the NRA.

But heȍe’s the ȍeal tȍip aǀout the ǀaǁklash: it ΒasǷ’t that ঐCop Killeȍ঑ Βas a
ǀad soǷǘ; Βhat pissed theǶ oϦ is that Βhite people liked it. 2heǷ Βe plaΘed it
theȍe Βeȍe thousaǷds oǗ Βhite kids at ouȍ shoΒs, ΒildiǷǘ out iǷ pits, shoutiǷǘ
the Βoȍds Βith ϯsts iǷ the aiȍ. IǗ I’d Ƕade a soǷǘ ǁalled ঐBaǀΘ Killeȍ঑ oȍ
ঐFiȍeǶaǷ Killeȍ঑ oȍ ঐSǁhoolteaǁheȍ Killeȍ,঑ ǶΘ oΒǷ ǗaǷs Βould haΑe ǀeeǷ the
ϯȍst to ǀite ǶΘ ǗuǁkiǷǘ head oϦ.

But ǁops sΘǶǀolize authoȍitΘ, aǷd a lot oǗ people hate authoȍitΘ. To this daΘ,
aǷΘΒheȍe Βe ǘo—GeȍǶaǷΘ, ItalΘ, Bȍazil—the Ƕosh pit ǘoes ǁȍaziest ΒheǷ Βe
plaΘ that soǷǘ. 2oȍldΒide, ǁops aȍe Ƿot the Ƕost ǀeloΑed puǀliǁ seȍΑaǷts.

The ǶaiǷ thiǷǘ I leaȍǷed aǀout ঐCop Killeȍ঑ is this: ΒheǷ Θou iǷjeǁt Βhite
kids Βith Blaǁk ȍaǘe—aǷd Θou do it thȍouǘh soǶethiǷǘ as seduǁtiΑe aǷd
peȍsuasiΑe as ȍoǁk ’Ƿ’ ȍoll—that’s daǷǘeȍous. To the people iǷ authoȍitΘ, that’s
alΒaΘs ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe seeǷ as a thȍeat.



CHAPTER 8

THE FALL

No Ȍatter ho͏ hiǮh I ǗliȌǖed,
SoȌeho͏ I al͏ays ǭell
I Ǯuess a lot oǭ players Ǯot this story to tell
No Ȍatter ho͏ Ǘold you roll you siȌply Ǘaȍȍot ͏iȍ
It’s al͏ays ǭuȍ iȍ the ǖeǮiȍȍiȍǮ
But paiȍ iȍ the eȍd

—ICE, ࣮PAIN࣯

ICE

The ǀiǘǘest pitǗall oǗ ǀeiǷǘ a suǁǁessǗul ǁȍiǶiǷal is that Θou staȍt to ǀelieΑe that
Βhat Θou’ȍe doiǷǘ is leǘal. At soǶe poiǷt eΑeȍΘ ǁȍiǶiǷal Βho’s ǘood at Βhat theΘ
do ǁoǷΑiǷǁes theǶselǗ theΘ’ȍe sǶaȍteȍ thaǷ the laΒ, that theΘ’ll alΒaΘs ǀe aǀle to
outthiǷk aǷd outsǶaȍt the ǁops. AǷd oΑeȍ tiǶe, a lot oǗ the thiǷǘs that theΘ put
iǷ plaǁe eaȍlΘ oǷ to aΑoid ǘettiǷǘ ǁauǘht—all these ȍules aǷd saǗetΘ pȍeǁautioǷs
—just ǘo out the ΒiǷdoΒ.

It’s kiǷd oǗ like the ϯȍst tiǶe Θou leaȍǷ hoΒ to dȍiΑe a ǁaȍ. 8ou’Αe ǷeΑeȍ dȍiΑeǷ
ǀeǗoȍe, so Θou’Αe ǘot Θouȍ seat ǀelt oǷ, ǀoth haǷds oǷ the steeȍiǷǘ Βheel,
ǁheǁkiǷǘ all Θouȍ Ƕiȍȍoȍs aǷd tuȍǷ siǘǷals, ǀeiǷǘ supeȍ ǁautious. TheǷ, tΒeǷtΘ
Θeaȍs lateȍ, Θou’ȍe ǀȍeakiǷǘ all the ȍules ǀeǁause dȍiΑiǷǘ is ǷoΒ seǁoǷd Ƿatuȍe to
Θou. 8ou’ȍe Ƿot ΒeaȍiǷǘ Θouȍ ǀelt, Θou’ȍe ǀlastiǷǘ Θouȍ Ƕusiǁ, ǘlaǷǁiǷǘ doΒǷ at
Θouȍ ǗuǁkiǷǘ phoǷe—that’s ΒheǷ Θou ǘet iǷ a Βȍeǁk.



2ith ǁȍiǶe, it’s ΑeȍΘ siǶilaȍ. It ǘets easieȍ aǷd easieȍ; Θou ǘet Ƕoȍe aǷd Ƕoȍe
laΗ, Ƕoȍe aǷd Ƕoȍe ȍeǁkless.

That’s Βhat happeǷed Βith Spike. 2heǷ Βe Βeȍe iǷ the ǘaǶe toǘetheȍ, Βe
had so ǶaǷΘ ȍules aǷd ȍestȍiǁtioǷs.

No ǘuǷs oǷ a liǁk.
No ΑioleǷǁe oǗ aǷΘ kiǷd.
2e’ȍe stȍiǁtlΘ plaΘeȍs; Βe doǷ’t hit liǁks Βith ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs.
AǷd iǷ those ϯǷal Θeaȍs, ΒheǷ he Βas oϦ doiǷǘ shit oǷ his oΒǷ, Spike didǷ’t

stiǁk to the ȍules. He staȍted to thiǷk he Βas too sǶaȍt. Too iǷǘeǷious. He Βas
deϯǷitelΘ ǗeeliǷǘ hiǶselǗ. He eΑeǷ ǁhaǷǘed his ǷaǶe. 2heǷ I Ƕet hiǶ, he Βas
siǶplΘ ঐSpike,঑ ǀut at soǶe poiǷt, he deǁided to ǘo ǀΘ ঐMaǘiǁ Spike.঑

That tells Θou eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ. IǷ his oΒǷ ǶiǷd, he ǀeǁaǶe ȌaǮiǗ.
That Βas his doΒǷǗall.
AǷd it’s the doΒǷǗall oǗ alǶost all plaΘeȍs aǷd ǘaǷǘsteȍs aǷd hustleȍs.
TheΘ ǘet aΒaΘ Βith ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ so ǶaǷΘ tiǶes, aǷd the ǶoǷeΘ is so

ǘood, theΘ ǀeǁoǶe iǷtoΗiǁated Ƿot oǷlΘ Βith the ȍiǁhes—theΘ ǀeǁoǶe
iǷtoΗiǁated Βith theȌsel͎es.

Theȍe is ǷothiǷǘ like the eǘo oǗ a suǁǁessǗul ǁȍiǶiǷal.
NoǷe oǗ us kǷeΒ aǷΘthiǷǘ aǀout Βhat he Βas iǷto uǷtil loǷǘ aǗteȍ the Ǘaǁt.

He Βas skillǗul aǀout that—keepiǷǘ thiǷǘs ǁoǶpaȍtǶeǷtalized, keepiǷǘ us all iǷ
the daȍk. Spike Βas ǘoiǷǘ aȍouǷd hittiǷǘ all these iǷtȍiǁate liǁks ǀehiǷd ouȍ
ǀaǁks, usiǷǘ dudes Βho had Ƿo ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷs to aǷΘoǷe iǷ the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate.

The ϯǷal—ǭatal—Ƕistake he Ƕade Βas to ǀȍiǷǘ iǷ ΘouǷǘ stȍoǷǘ-aȍǶ kids.
Aǁtual ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs. GaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs aȍeǷ’t ǁut like plaΘeȍs. TheΘ haΑe a diϦeȍeǷt
ǶeǷtalitΘ. A lot oǗ these kids Βho ǘȍeΒ up ǀaǷǘiǷǘ Ǘoȍ the Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood Βill
sȌueeze the tȍiǘǘeȍ Βithout ǘiΑiǷǘ it a seǁoǷd thouǘht.

SPIKE

IǷ the spȍiǷǘ oǗ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ, just ǀeǗoȍe the L.A. ȍiots, I Βas ǀusΘ ΒȍitiǷǘ ǷeΒ ȍhΘǶes,
ΒoȍkiǷǘ haȍd Βith ǶΘ DJ to ȍeǁoȍd the tȍaǁks up iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld, still talkiǷǘ to
pȍoǶoteȍs aǀout ǘettiǷǘ little opeǷiǷǘ-aǁt ǘiǘs as a solo aȍtist.



But I Βas also still alΒaΘs keepiǷǘ ǶΘ eΘes opeǷ Ǘoȍ jeΒel liǁks.
TheǷ all hell ǀȍeaks loose iǷ L.A. FȍoǶ Apȍil to eaȍlΘ MaΘ, it’s ǶaΘheǶ.

South CeǷtȍal is ǀuȍǷed to the ǘȍouǷd. Chaos eΑeȍΘΒheȍe. SuddeǷlΘ, iǷ the
Ƕidst oǗ all this, I heaȍ aǀout a ǶillioǷ-dollaȍ liǁk doΒǷ iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo. It just Ǘalls
iǷto ǶΘ lap. TΒo jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes oǷ the saǶe ǀloǁk, ϯlled Βith top-ȌualitΘ
ǶeȍǁhaǷdise, Ƿo seǁuȍitΘ.

2heǷ I ϯȍst heaȍd aǀout it, I ǁould haΑe said, ঐNo, I’Ƕ ǘood. Let Ƕe just staΘ
Ǘoǁused, ǁoǷtiǷue ΒoȍkiǷǘ oǷ ǶΘ Ƕusiǁ. Iǁe keeps telliǷǘ Ƕe to ǀe patieǷt, keep
ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ, ǶΘ tiǶe is ǁoǶiǷǘ.঑

But I alloΒed ǶΘselǗ to Ƕake these ǀad ǁhoiǁes—Βithout aǷΘoǷe ǁoeȍǁiǷǘ
Ƕe, siǶplΘ seeiǷǘ dollaȍ siǘǷs, ǘiΑiǷǘ iǷ to teǶptatioǷ. 2ith this liǁk iǷ SaǷ
Dieǘo, it Βas like ΒalkiǷǘ doΒǷ the stȍeet aǷd ϯǷdiǷǘ a Feȍȍaȍi Βith the keΘs iǷ
the iǘǷitioǷ, dooȍs opeǷ, Ƿo oǷe’s aȍouǷd. A ǁȍiǶe oǗ oppoȍtuǷitΘ. I ǘaΑe iǷ to
the teǶptatioǷ, to the selϯshǷess, to the ǘȍeed.

2hat Ƕade it eΑeǷ Ƕoȍe teǶptiǷǘ is that I kǷeΒ I ǁould ǘet soǶe otheȍ ǘuΘs
to hit the liǁk Ǘoȍ Ƕe. I ΒouldǷ’t haΑe to peȍsoǷallΘ ǘo iǷside the stoȍes.

I had all these tΒisted justiϯǁatioǷs iǷ ǶΘ head.
A Ȍillioȍ-dollar liǗk.
This ͏ill ǖe the oȍe that puts Ȍe o͎er the top. I ͏oȍ’t ha͎e to do this e͎er aǮaiȍ.
Aǭter this liǗk, I’ll Ǘash out ǭor Ǯood.
Aǭter this last liǗk, I’ll striǗtly ǖe doiȍǮ ȌusiǗ.
At that tiǶe, I didǷ’t eΑeǷ ǁoǷsideȍ the possiǀilitΘ oǗ soǶethiǷǘ ǘoiǷǘ ΒȍoǷǘ.

No oǷe had eΑeȍ ǀeeǷ huȍt oǷ oǷe oǗ ǶΘ liǁks ǀeǗoȍe. I didǷ’t stop to iǶaǘiǷe a
sǁeǷaȍio oǗ this ǀeǁoǶiǷǘ a huǘe, hoȍȍiϯǁ, tȍaǘiǁ ǷiǘhtǶaȍe.

BΘ eaȍlΘ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ, ΒheǷ I ΒasǷ’t staΘiǷǘ Βith ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ aǷd heȍ Ƕotheȍ iǷ
Bakeȍsϯeld, I Βas ȍeǷtiǷǘ a little apaȍtǶeǷt iǷ this seǁtioǷ oǗ L.A. ǁalled UjiǶa
0illaǘe, aǷd that’s Βheȍe I ǁoǷǷeǁted Βith this ΘouǷǘ kid ǷaǶed J-SǶooΑe. He
Βas aǀout tΒeǷtΘ Θeaȍs old, a DJ, ǶakiǷǘ soǶe ǶoΑes iǷ the Ƕusiǁ ǀusiǷess. He
saΒ Ƕe dȍiΑiǷǘ a ǀȍaǷd-ǷeΒ Meȍǁedes aǷd a CoȍΑette, ΒeaȍiǷǘ all kiǷds oǗ huǘe
jeΒelȍΘ, tailoȍed ǁlothes, aǷd he let Ƕe kǷoΒ he ΒaǷted to Ƕake soǶe ǶoǷeΘ
toǘetheȍ.

UjiǶa 0illaǘe is a Piȍu Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood. It’s ǀeeǷ toȍǷ doΒǷ, ǀut ΒheǷ it Βas
staǷdiǷǘ, it Βas like a selǗ-ǁoǷtaiǷed housiǷǘ deΑelopǶeǷt iǷ the ǁeǷteȍ oǗ a



paȍk. J-SǶooΑe ΒasǷ’t a Blood—iǷ Ǘaǁt he told Ƕe he Βas a RolliǷ’ ࡱࡷs Cȍip
ǗȍoǶ the 2est Side—ǀut he Βas ǶakiǷǘ ǀeats Ǘoȍ a lot oǗ these kids Βho Βeȍe
UjiǶa 0illaǘe Piȍus aǷd he Βas ȍeal populaȍ Βith theǶ.

I took J-SǶooΑe oǷ a ǗeΒ sǶalleȍ liǁks, aǷd he seeǶed solid eǷouǘh.
LookiǷǘ ǀaǁk oǷ it ǷoΒ, this Βas the ϯȍst oǗ ǶaǷΘ ǀad ǁhoiǁes that Βould

ǁulǶiǷate iǷ the Βoȍst deǁisioǷ oǗ ǶΘ liǗe. BȍiǷǘiǷǘ oǷǀoaȍd ΘouǷǘ ǘaǷǘ
ǶeǶǀeȍs ΒeǷt aǘaiǷst ouȍ ǁode as plaΘeȍs. I ǘot to kǷoΒ J-SǶooΑe a little ǀit,
ǀut I didǷ’t kǷoΒ the ǀaǁkǘȍouǷds oǗ halǗ the ǘuΘs he Βas ȍuǷǷiǷǘ Βith.

At this tiǶe, I Βas ǶessiǷǘ Βith this ǘiȍl ǷaǶed JeǷǷiǗeȍ Βho liΑed iǷ SaǷ
Dieǘo. Heȍ Ǘatheȍ oΒǷed a shootiǷǘ ȍaǷǘe doΒǷ theȍe. She told Ƕe aǀout these
tΒo jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes that had a lot oǗ RoleΗes iǷ the displaΘ ΒiǷdoΒs.

IǷ eaȍlΘ MaΘ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ, a ǗeΒ Βeeks aǗteȍ the ȍiots iǷ L.A., I ΒeǷt doΒǷ theȍe to
see heȍ aǷd Ƕapped out hoΒ I Βas ǘoiǷǘ to hit this liǁk—usiǷǘ J-SǶooΑe’s ǁȍeΒ
to do the aǁtual ǀashiǷǘ aǷd takiǷǘ.

The tΒo stoȍes Βeȍe oǷ Pȍospeǁt Stȍeet iǷ the heaȍt oǗ La Jolla, aǷ aϬueǷt
seǁtioǷ iǷ the Ƿoȍth oǗ SaǷ Dieǘo. Me aǷd JeǷǷiǗeȍ ΒeǷt iǷto ǀoth stoȍes,
pȍeteǷdiǷǘ to ǀe shoppiǷǘ—I Βas ȍeallΘ just ǁasiǷǘ the plaǁes, ϯǘuȍiǷǘ out
Βhiǁh displaΘs to hit, Βhiǁh oǷes had diaǶoǷds aǷd RoleΗes aǷd the Ƕost
Αaluaǀle pieǁes, aǷd Βhetheȍ theΘ had ȍeal ǘlass oȍ PleΗiǘlas.

J-SǶooΑe ȍeǁȍuited soǶe oǗ his hoǶies—altoǘetheȍ it Βas siΗ ΘouǷǘ dudes
ǗȍoǶ L.A. Βho ǁaǶe doΒǷ to SaǷ Dieǘo. I split the siΗ oǗ theǶ iǷto tΒo
diϦeȍeǷt teaǶs. I plaǷǷed to haΑe theǶ ΒeaȍiǷǘ ǀlaǁk ǷiǷja suits aǷd ski Ƕasks
so theȍe Βould ǀe Ƿo possiǀilitΘ oǗ aǷΘoǷe ideǷtiǗΘiǷǘ theǶ lateȍ.

I ȍealize ǷoΒ that the ǶoǶeǷt I should haΑe pulled the pluǘ oǷ the Βhole
opeȍatioǷ Βas ΒheǷ theΘ told Ƕe theΘ Ƿeeded Ƕe to ǘet theǶ soǶe ǘuǷs.

ঐ2hat? 8ou doǷ’t Ƿeed Ƿo ǘuǷs. 8ou ǘo iǷ Βith haǶǶeȍs, ǘȍaǀ the shit,
Θou’ll ǀe out oǗ theȍe iǷ thiȍtΘ seǁoǷds.঑

But like I said, this ǁȍeΒ that J-SǶooΑe put toǘetheȍ Βeȍe ΘouǷǘ Piȍus—
stȍaiǘht-up ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍs. TheΘ Ǘelt Ƕoȍe ǁoǶǗoȍtaǀle ǀȍaǷdishiǷǘ ǘuǷs. That’s
hoΒ theΘ opeȍated.

TheΘ didǷ’t Ǘeel theΘ ǁould use the eleǶeǷt oǗ suȍpȍise, didǷ’t haΑe aǷΘ
ϯǷesse. TheΘ ΒaǷted to ǀȍaǷdish pistols, laΘ eΑeȍΘoǷe doΒǷ ǀeǗoȍe theΘ did the
sǶashiǷǘ.



I ǘaΑe theǶ soǶe ǘuǷs: a .3ࡸࡶ ȍeΑolΑeȍ aǷd a ǗeΒ pistols. But I Ƕade suȍe I
didǷ’t ǘiΑe theǶ aǷΘ ǀullets. The ǘuǷs Βeȍe supposed to ǀe ঐshoΒpieǁes,঑ just
Ǘoȍ ΒaΑiǷǘ aȍouǷd ΒheǷ theΘ eǷteȍed the stoȍes.

The date Βas set Ǘoȍ MaΘ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ ,ࡺ. Me aǷd JeǷǷiǗeȍ Βeȍe iǷ oǷe hotel, aǷd I
put the siΗ ǘuΘs iǷ a diϦeȍeǷt hotel doΒǷ the stȍeet ǗȍoǶ Ƕe. I ǀȍieǗed theǶ the
Ƿiǘht ǀeǗoȍe, dȍeΒ up diaǘȍaǶs aǷd Ƕaps, shoΒed theǶ eΗaǁtlΘ Βheȍe theΘ
Βould ϯǷd the RoleΗes aǷd the diaǶoǷds aǷd peaȍls aǷd all the Αaȍious
shoΒǁases. IǗ theΘ ǘot eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ the ΒaΘ I laid it out, this Βas easilΘ a ǶillioǷ-
dollaȍ liǁk. PossiǀlΘ $ࡶ.ࡲ ǶillioǷ. I alȍeadΘ ǘot theǶ tΒo G-ȍides ǗȍoǶ L.A. AǗteȍ
the liǁk, theΘ Βeȍe ǘoiǷǘ to iǶǶediatelΘ aǀaǷdoǷ the G-ȍides, aloǷǘ Βith theiȍ
ǷiǷja disǘuises.

2e ȍeΑieΒed the diaǘȍaǶs aǷd the ǘetaΒaΘ plaǷ aǷd the sǁheduled haǷdoϦ
loǁatioǷ; theǷ, ΒheǷ I Ǘelt like I’d ǁoaǁhed theǶ eǷouǘh, I ǘot theǶ soǶe
takeout to eat aǷd leǗt.

NeΗt ǶoȍǷiǷǘ, I pulled up at the hotel iǷ ǶΘ BeǷz, saΘiǷǘ, ঐ8’all ȍeadΘ? It’s
tiǶe to ǘo!঑ I didǷ’t stop to do a seǁoǷd ǀȍieϯǷǘ up iǷ the hotel ȍooǶ oȍ ask,
ঐDid aǷΘthiǷǘ uǷusual happeǷ last Ƿiǘht aǗteȍ I leǗt Θou?঑ I just pulled up aǷd
told theǶ, ঐLet’s ȍoll!঑

The G-ȍides Βeȍe alȍeadΘ paȍked theȍe at the hotel: a ǀlue Buiǁk aǷd a ǘȍaΘ
OldsǶoǀile. TheΘ ǘot iǷ the ǁaȍs, put oǷ theiȍ ǀlaǁk ǷiǷja suits, aǷd ǗolloΒed Ƕe
all the ΒaΘ theȍe. As Βe appȍoaǁhed the ǀloǁk Βith the jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes, I Αeeȍed oϦ
aǷd leǗt theǶ.

It Βas aȍouǷd ࡳ p.Ƕ. oǷ Motheȍ’s DaΘ. 2hile the ȍoǀǀeȍies Βeȍe ǀeiǷǘ
ǁoǶǶitted, I Βas a ǁouple oǗ ǀloǁks aΒaΘ iǷ ǶΘ Meȍǁedes Βith JeǷǷiǗeȍ. She Βas
at the Βheel. I Ǘelt it looked less ǁoǷspiǁuous, siǷǁe she’s Ƿot Blaǁk—she’s
FilipiǷa. The plaǷ Βas Ǘoȍ these tΒo ǁȍeΒs to Ƕake theiȍ ǘetaΒaΘs, ȍouǷd the
ǁoȍǷeȍ, aǷd ȍeǷdezΑous Βith Ƕe. TheΘ’d toss the pilloΒǁases out the ΒiǷdoΒ
aǷd I’d staǷd up iǷ the suǷȍooǗ aǷd ǁatǁh theǶ. That ΒaΘ iǗ the ǁops soǶehoΒ
ǗolloΒed theǶ, theΘ ǁould just ditǁh the G-ȍides aǷd ȍuǷ—the Ƕost iǶpoȍtaǷt
thiǷǘ is theΘ ΒouldǷ’t haΑe aǷΘ stoleǷ ǶeȍǁhaǷdise oǷ theǶ.

2e’ȍe paȍked theȍe, ΒaitiǷǘ, aǷd the ϯȍst G-ȍide dȍiΑes past Ƕe at a hiǘh
speed, doesǷ’t eΑeǷ tȍΘ to sloΒ doΒǷ to Ƕake the haǷdoϦ. That Βas the ϯȍst
iǷdiǁatioǷ that soǶethiǷǘ Βas ΒȍoǷǘ.



ঐ2hat the Ǘuǁk just happeǷed?঑ I said to JeǷǷiǗeȍ.
I didǷ’t eΑeǷ kǷoΒ all these dudes’ ǷaǶes—I ȍeallΘ had oǷlΘ Ǘuǁked Βith J-

SǶooΑe. I ϯǘuȍed, Βell, ǶaΘǀe ΒhoeΑeȍ is dȍiΑiǷǘ that ǁaȍ is suǁh aǷ aǶateuȍ,
he’s just ǷeȍΑous aǷd tȍΘiǷǘ to speed aΒaΘ aǷd Ǘoȍǘot aǀout doiǷǘ the taǘ Βith
Ƕe.

TheǷ the ǷeΗt G-ȍide hits the ǁoȍǷeȍ. AǷd J-SǶooΑe’s iǷ this ǁaȍ. TheΘ
sloΒed doΒǷ, opeǷed the ΒiǷdoΒ, aǷd thȍeΒ a ǁouple oǗ pilloΒǁases ϯlled Βith
jeΒelȍΘ Βhile I’Ƕ staǷdiǷǘ up thȍouǘh ǶΘ suǷȍooǗ. I dȍopped the ǀaǘs iǷ the
ǀaǁk seat aǷd theǷ JeǷǷiǗeȍ dȍoΑe oϦ, ȍeallΘ ǁalǶlΘ aǷd sloΒlΘ.

2heǷ Βe ǘot ǀaǁk to the hotel, I tell heȍ, ঐLook, that ϯȍst ǁaȍ didǷ’t deliΑeȍ
the ǘoods. Theȍe Ƕust ǀe a ǘood ȍeasoǷ. CaǷ Θou ǘo doΒǷ the stȍeet aǷd ǘet it?঑
She dȍiΑes oΑeȍ to the otheȍ hotel ǀut ǁoǶes ȍiǘht ǀaǁk Βith a look that tells Ƕe
Βe’Αe ǘot a pȍoǀleǶ.

ঐ8ou Ƿeed to ǘo oΑeȍ theȍe ΘouȍselǗ,঑ she saΘs. ঐTheΘ said theΘ ΒaǷt to talk to
Θou.঑

2e juǶp iǷ ǶΘ Meȍǁedes aǷd dȍiΑe oΑeȍ to the otheȍ hotel; I leaΑe JeǷǷiǗeȍ iǷ
the ǁaȍ aǷd ǘo up to theiȍ ȍooǶ. The ǶiǷute I Βalk iǷ, I kǷoΒ it’s a ǀad
situatioǷ—theȍe’s siΗ dudes iǷ the ȍooǶ, eΑeȍΘoǷe’s sittiǷǘ theȍe Ȍuiet, a ȍeal
daȍk Αiǀe, just oǷe ΘouǷǘsteȍ paǁiǷǘ aloǷǘ oǷe Βall, ǶuǶǀliǷǘ to hiǶselǗ. I ǘo
stȍaiǘht to J-SǶooΑe.

ঐHeΘ, Βhat happeǷed? 2hΘ’d Θouȍ ǘuΘs dȍiΑe ȍiǘht past Ƕe?঑
ঐListeǷ,঑ he saΘs, ঐthe ΘouǷǘ kid Ǘuǁked up.঑
ঐ2hat aȍe Θou talkiǷǘ aǀout?঑
I ǶeaǷ, theΘ’ȍe all ΘouǷǘ to Ƕe—I’Ƕ tΒeǷtΘ-eiǘht aǷd ǷoǷe oǗ theǶ is oldeȍ

thaǷ tΒeǷtΘ oȍ tΒeǷtΘ-oǷe—ǀut he ǘlaǷǁes oΑeȍ to the eǷd oǗ the ȍooǶ Βheȍe
this oǷe kid looks really ΘouǷǘ; I’Ƕ ǘuessiǷǘ he’s a teeǷaǘeȍ. Still ǶutteȍiǷǘ aǷd
paǁiǷǘ ǀaǁk aǷd Ǘoȍth.

J-SǶooΑe ΒasǷ’t iǷ the stoȍe Βheȍe it happeǷed—he Βas iǷ the seǁoǷd
jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe, aǷd eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ theȍe ΒeǷt aǁǁoȍdiǷǘ to plaǷ.

He tells Ƕe that this ΘouǷǘ kid shot soǶeǀodΘ.
ঐ2hat? 2hat do Θou ǶeaǷ he shot soǶeǀodΘ? HoΒ the Ǘuǁk did he shoot

soǶeoǷe ΒheǷ I didǷ’t ǘiΑe Θou Ƿo ǀullets?঑



TuȍǷs out that aǗteȍ I ǀȍieǗed theǶ aǷd leǗt theǶ the Ƿiǘht ǀeǗoȍe, oǷe oǗ
theǶ sǷuǁk out aǷd ǁaǶe ǀaǁk Βith soǶe ǀullets. He leǗt the hotel aǷd ǁaǶe
ǀaǁk Βith ΒhateΑeȍ ȍaǷdoǶ shells he ǁould ϯǷd. 2e lateȍ ǗouǷd out the ǘuǷ that
the ΘouǷǘ kid ϯȍed didǷ’t eΑeǷ haΑe the ǁoȍȍeǁt ǁaliǀeȍ oǗ ǀullets—he’d used .3ࡹ
loǷǘ shells iǷ a .3ࡸࡶ ȍeΑolΑeȍ.

AǘaiǷ, I kǷeΒ iǷ that ǶoǶeǷt, this Βas all oǷ Ƕe—it Βas ǶΘ Ǘuǁk-up—
ǀeǁause I ΒasǷ’t ǶaǷaǘiǷǘ these ǘuΘs the ΒaΘ I should haΑe. I kǷeΒ theΘ Βeȍe
ΘouǷǘ aǷd iǷeΗpeȍieǷǁed, aǷd I didǷ’t staΘ iǷ the ȍooǶ Βith theǶ oΑeȍǷiǘht to
ǶoǷitoȍ theǶ.

NoΒ I ǘo oΑeȍ to talk to this kid ǷaǶed DaȍǷell, a ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍ Βith Ƿo
eΗpeȍieǷǁe iǷ jeΒel ȍoǀǀeȍies. He’s just paǁiǷǘ the ϲooȍ, ȍepeatiǷǘ the saǶe
Βoȍds.

ঐI Ǘuǁked up. MaǷ, I Ǘuǁked up. I Ǘuǁked up.঑
ঐTell Ƕe Βhat happeǷed.঑
DaȍǷell tells Ƕe that he shot a ǁustoǶeȍ iǷ the stoȍe—ϯȍed that .3ࡸࡶ oǷǁe

aǷd the ǘuΘ dȍopped.
ঐMaǷ, I Ǘuǁked up, I Ǘuǁked up—঑
ঐ2hΘ?঑ I kept askiǷǘ hiǶ. ঐ2hΘ? 2hΘ’d Θou shoot hiǶ?঑
He didǷ’t haΑe aǷ eΗplaǷatioǷ. He ǘaΑe Ƕe a paǷiǁked ȍeasoǷ—soǶethiǷǘ

aǀout the ǘuΘ tuȍǷiǷǘ oȍ staȍtliǷǘ hiǶ—ǀut to this daΘ, I ǁaǷ’t uǷdeȍstaǷd it. I’ll
ȍe͎er ǀe aǀle to uǷdeȍstaǷd it. It Βas ǁoǶpletelΘ seǷseless.

I ǁouldǷ’t eΑeǷ ͎isualize hoΒ this ǁould haΑe happeǷed uǷtil Ƕuǁh lateȍ,
ΒheǷ I saΒ it iǷ ǁouȍt—the pȍoseǁutioǷ plaΘed the suȍΑeillaǷǁe Αideotape duȍiǷǘ
ǶΘ tȍial. 2heǷ these thȍee ǘuΘs ǁaǶe iǷside, ΒeaȍiǷǘ theiȍ ǷiǷja suits aǷd ski
Ƕasks, theΘ shouted, ঐGet doΒǷ!঑ IǶǶediatelΘ, like iǷ ǶilliseǁoǷds, DaȍǷell
ϯȍed. The ΑiǁtiǶ Βas liteȍallΘ the oǷlΘ ǁustoǶeȍ iǷ the stoȍe. He didǷ’t haΑe a
ǁhaǷǁe to ǘet doΒǷ, ǀeǁause this kid ϯȍed the .3ࡸࡶ stȍaiǘhtaΒaΘ. 2hetheȍ it Βas
paǷiǁ, adȍeǷaliǷe, Ǘeaȍ—to this daΘ, I ǁaǷ’t saΘ ΒhΘ.

I’Ƕ ǘlaǷǁiǷǘ aȍouǷd the hotel ȍooǶ, lookiǷǘ at all these ǘuΘs’ Ǘaǁes aǷd
assessiǷǘ the situatioǷ. I kǷoΒ this is ȍeallΘ ǀad—aǷ iǷǷoǁeǷt ǀΘstaǷdeȍ ǘot shot
oǷ a liǁk that I oȍǘaǷized—ǀut I doǷ’t ȍealize hoΒ ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǀad it is Θet. I
iǶǶediatelΘ ǘo iǷto suȍΑiΑal Ƕode: I’Αe ǘot to ǘet these ǘuΘs out oǗ SaǷ Dieǘo
aǷd I’Αe ǘot to ǘet ȍid oǗ these ǘuǷs.



ঐ8ou ǘuΘs laΘ doΒǷ, doǷ’t ǶoΑe, doǷ’t do shit,঑ I saΘ. ঐDoǷ’t leaΑe this hotel
ȍooǶ.঑

TheǷ I take the ǘuǷs ǗȍoǶ theǶ, thȍoΒ theǶ iǷ a pilloΒǁase, aǷd put theǶ
iǷ ǶΘ ǁaȍ. I dȍoΑe Βith JeǷǷiǗeȍ a ǗeΒ Ƕiles Ǘaȍtheȍ south, to the ǀeaǁhǗȍoǷt. I
ǘot ȍid oǗ all the ǘuǷs, thȍeΒ the .3ࡸࡶ iǷto the oǁeaǷ.

I ΒeǷt ǀaǁk to the hotel, ǘot theǶ soǶe Ǘood. I didǷ’t ΒaǷt theǶ tȍaΑeliǷǘ
toǘetheȍ ǀaǁk to L.A., so tΒo oǗ theǶ leǗt iǷ a ǁaȍ, aǷd I took the ȍest oǗ theǶ to
the ǀus statioǷ aǷd ǘot theǶ tiǁkets.

I had Ƿo iǷteǷtioǷ oǗ eΑeȍ ǗuǁkiǷǘ Βith these iǷdiΑiduals aǘaiǷ. But I Ƕade
suȍe to ǘiΑe J-SǶooΑe oǷe ǀiǘ luǶp suǶ oǗ ǶoǷeΘ. It Βas up to hiǶ hoΒ to split
the ǶoǷeΘ up Βith his ǁȍeΒ. ঐThis is soǶe seȍious shit, ǶaǷ,঑ I said. ঐMake suȍe
Θou laΘ loΒ, ǀeǁause theΘ’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ all oǗ Θou.঑

AǷd theǷ Βe paȍted ΒaΘs. I Βas hidiǷǘ out iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld, ΒatǁhiǷǘ the ǷeΒs.
EΑeȍΘ daΘ, ȍeliǘiouslΘ, I tuǷed iǷto the Αaȍious T0 statioǷs to see iǗ aǷΘthiǷǘ Βas
ǀeiǷǘ ȍepoȍted.

Foȍ daΘs theȍe Βas ǷothiǷǘ. No ǷeΒs aǀout a shootiǷǘ oȍ aǷ aȍǶed ȍoǀǀeȍΘ
iǷ a jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo. I kǷeΒ the kid Βith the .3ࡸࡶ paǷiǁked, ǀut I Βas
still holdiǷǘ out hope that ǷoǀodΘ had died.

Aǀout Ǘouȍ oȍ ϯΑe daΘs lateȍ, theΘ ȍepoȍted that a ǁustoǶeȍ iǷ Jessop & SoǷs
jeΒelȍΘ stoȍe iǷ La Jolla, a thiȍtΘ-Ǘouȍ-Θeaȍ-old ǶaǷ ǗȍoǶ SaǷ Dieǘo, Βas shot iǷ
the head duȍiǷǘ aǷ aȍǶed ȍoǀǀeȍΘ oǷ Motheȍ’s DaΘ. He didǷ’t die iǶǶediatelΘ.
He Βas oǷ liǗe suppoȍt Ǘoȍ seΑeȍal daΘs iǷ the hospital, ǀut ǷoΒ he’d died. It Βas
aǷ opeǷ Ƕuȍdeȍ ǁase, aǷd the ǁops Βeȍe askiǷǘ Ǘoȍ iǷǗoȍǶatioǷ aǷd oϦeȍiǷǘ a
suǀstaǷtial ȍeΒaȍd.

ঐFuǁk!঑ I shouted at the T0.
NoΒ it hit hoǶe, hoΒ daȍk this Βas. AǷ iǷǷoǁeǷt ǶaǷ Βas dead ǀeǁause oǗ a

liǁk I’d plaǷǷed. I kǷeΒ I ȍeallΘ had to ǘo iǷto hiǀeȍǷatioǷ. Theȍe Βas ǘoiǷǘ to
ǀe a Ƕajoȍ ǶaǷhuǷt uǷtil theΘ solΑed this ǁase. I seΑeȍed ǶΘ ties ǗȍoǶ eΑeȍΘoǷe,
plaǷǷiǷǘ to staΘ uǷdeȍǘȍouǷd Ǘoȍ as loǷǘ as I ǁould.

But oǷǁe the deteǁtiΑes did theiȍ hoǶeΒoȍk, it didǷ’t take theǶ too loǷǘ to
tȍaǁk Ƕe doΒǷ.

It staȍted Βith theǶ ȍeΑieΒiǷǘ the ǁaǶeȍas ǗȍoǶ the stoȍes; theΘ had Ƕe aǷd
JeǷǷiǗeȍ oǷ Αideo iǷ eaȍlΘ MaΘ ǀȍoΒsiǷǘ iǷside ǀoth oǗ the tΒo jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes.



TheΘ loǁated JeǷǷiǗeȍ—she had aǷ iǶǶaǁulate ȍeǁoȍd, had ǷeΑeȍ ǀeeǷ iǷ tȍouǀle
Βith the laΒ. TheΘ aȍȍested heȍ, sǁaȍed heȍ; aǷd heȍ Ǘatheȍ, Βho oΒǷed the
shootiǷǘ ȍaǷǘe aǷd Βas ǗȍieǷds Βith all these SaǷ Dieǘo ǁops, told heȍ, ঐ8ou
ǀetteȍ tell the poliǁe aǷΘthiǷǘ theΘ ΒaǷt to kǷoΒ.঑ She staȍted ǁoopeȍatiǷǘ—
theΘ looked Ǘoȍ Ƕe iǷ L.A. aǷd ǁouldǷ’t ϯǷd Ƕe, ǀut eΑeǷtuallΘ JeǷǷiǗeȍ’s
iǷǗoȍǶatioǷ led theǶ stȍaiǘht to Ƕe iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld. OǗ ǁouȍse, theΘ alȍeadΘ had
ǶΘ Βhole ǁȍiǶiǷal histoȍΘ aǷd ǁoǷΑiǁtioǷs as a jeΒel thieǗ.

TheΘ didǷ’t aȍȍest Ƕe ȍiǘht aΒaΘ. TheΘ aǁtuallΘ had Ƕe uǷdeȍ suȍΑeillaǷǁe—
tappiǷǘ ǶΘ phoǷes, ǗolloΒiǷǘ Ƕe—Ǘoȍ tΒo ǶoǷths. Theȍe Βas a huǘe task Ǘoȍǁe
Ƕade up oǗ LAPD, SaǷ Dieǘo poliǁe, aǷd Bakeȍsϯeld ǁops, plus a ǀuǷǁh oǗ Ǘeds.

TheΘ kǷeΒ that I ΒasǷ’t aǁtuallΘ iǷ the stoȍes duȍiǷǘ the ǁȍiǶe, ǀut theΘ
hadǷ’t aȍȍested aǷΘ oǗ the siΗ ǘuΘs Βho did the ȍoǀǀeȍies, aǷd theΘ kept Ƕe
uǷdeȍ suȍΑeillaǷǁe hopiǷǘ I’d lead theǶ to this eǷtiȍe ǁȍeΒ. I ΒasǷ’t ǶeetiǷǘ
Βith aǷΘoǷe, ΒasǷ’t plaǷǷiǷǘ aǷΘ otheȍ liǁks, so I thouǘht I Βas saǗelΘ lΘiǷǘ loΒ.

EaȍlΘ oǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ oǗ Oǁtoǀeȍ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ ,ࡹ, ǶΘ Βoȍld ǁaǶe ǁȍashiǷǘ doΒǷ.
That Ƿiǘht, ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ, MaȍȌuise, speǷt the Ƿiǘht at heȍ ǘȍaǷdǶa’s,

soǶethiǷǘ I ΑeȍΘ ȍaȍelΘ alloΒed, espeǁiallΘ kǷoΒiǷǘ she had sǁhool iǷ the
ǶoȍǷiǷǘ. IǷ hiǷdsiǘht, it Βas a ǀlessiǷǘ that she didǷ’t haΑe to ΒitǷess the dȍaǶa
that Βas aǀout to uǷǗold Ǘoȍ heȍ paȍeǷts.

Heȍ ǶoǶ aǷd I Βeȍe Ǘast asleep upstaiȍs, oǀliΑious to the ǗȍeǷzΘ oǗ aǁtiΑitΘ
ǶouǷtiǷǘ iǷ the pȍedaΒǷ daȍkǷess oǷ the thȍeshold oǗ ouȍ dooȍsteps. SuddeǷlΘ,
the eǷtiȍe apaȍtǶeǷt shook Βith the Ǘoȍǁe oǗ aǷ eaȍthȌuake. Staȍtled aΒake, I
iǷitiallΘ thouǘht that’s Βhat it Βas—We’re ǖeiȍǮ roǗked ǖy a Ȣuake—Ƿot that
uǷǁoǶǶoǷ iǗ Θou ǘȍeΒ up iǷ SoutheȍǷ Cali.

But it Βas the task Ǘoȍǁe ǶakiǷǘ eǷtȍΘ, theiȍ ǀatteȍiǷǘ ȍaǶ leΑeliǷǘ the ǗȍoǷt
dooȍ ǁleaȍ oϦ its hiǷǘes.

It Βas ǀaȍelΘ daΘliǘht outside. Just like iǷ Iǁe’s soǷǘ ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’,঑ Βe
Βoke to the souǷds oǗ loud Αoiǁes aǷd Ǘast-appȍoaǁhiǷǘ Ǘootsteps ǶakiǷǘ theiȍ
ΒaΘ upstaiȍs to ouȍ ǀedȍooǶ.

ঐPoliǁe! Seaȍǁh ΒaȍȍaǷt!঑



I Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet to ǶΘ Ǘeet, disǁoǶǀoǀulated, ǶΘ ǶiǷd aǷd ǀodΘ still halǗ
asleep. MΘ heaȍt Βas ȍaǁiǷǘ like the eǷǘiǷe oǗ a Feȍȍaȍi—ǀut eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ else
aȍouǷd Ƕe Βas uǷǗoldiǷǘ like a supeȍ-sloΒ-ǶotioǷ ǶoΑie.

The iǷǗȍaȍed ǀeaǶs ǗȍoǶ the ǁops’ ǘuǷs zeȍoed iǷ oǷ ǶΘ ǀodΘ aǷd head. I
tuȍǷed to see a teaǶ oǗ task Ǘoȍǁe ǶeǶǀeȍs iǷ theiȍ taǁtiǁal ǘeaȍ, ȍushiǷǘ thȍouǘh
the dooȍ, shoutiǷǘ iǷ uǷisoǷ:

ঐGet doΒǷ!঑
TheΘ ǘȍaǀǀed us, thȍeΒ us doΒǷ, taǁkliǷǘ us to the ǀed. I Βas shoΑed Ǘaǁe-

ϯȍst iǷto the Ƕattȍess, Βith ǶΘ aȍǶs ϯȍǶlΘ held ǀehiǷd ǶΘ ǀaǁk.
The haǷdǁuϦs sǷapped shut aȍouǷd ǶΘ Βȍists.
The souǷd oǗ that ǁold ǁliǁk Ƕaȍked the eǷd oǗ ǶΘ liǗe as a Ǘȍee ǶaǷ.
BΘ ǷoΒ I Βas ǗullΘ aΒake—like I’d dȍuǷk ϯΑe ǁups oǗ ǀlaǁk ǁoϦee—aǷd ǶΘ

ǶiǷd Βas ǷoΒ ȍaǁiǷǘ as Ǘast as ǶΘ heaȍt.
Ho͏’d they fiȍd Ȍe?
I’d stuǁk to the sǁȍipt, ǘoǷe ǁoǶpletelΘ uǷdeȍǘȍouǷd, ǷeΑeȍ ǁoǷtaǁtiǷǘ

aǷΘoǷe iǷΑolΑed iǷ the ǁȍiǶe eΗǁept JeǷǷiǗeȍ a ǗeΒ daΘs aǗteȍ the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ. I
ϯǘuȍed siǷǁe she liΑed iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo, she Ƕiǘht haΑe heaȍd the status oǗ the
peȍsoǷ Βho Βas shot iǷside the stoȍe.

FiΑe ǶoǷths lateȍ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ ǁaǶe Ǘull ǁiȍǁle. MΘ ǷeΒ ȍealitΘ hit Ƕe Βith the
Ǘoȍǁe oǗ that ǀatteȍiǷǘ ȍaǶ. MΘ liǗestΘle oǗ ǁȍiǶiǷalitΘ had ǘiΑeǷ Ƕe a Ǘalse
peȍǁeptioǷ oǗ ǶΘselǗ. I Βas that supeȍ-doΒǷ-ass stȍeet plaΘeȍ, that elite hustleȍ
Βho Ǘelt eǷtitled to do aȍythiȍǮ Βith Ƿo ȍeǘaȍds Ǘoȍ aǷΘoǷe else’s ȍiǘhts.

I had suǁh ǁoǷϯdeǷǁe—ǭalse ǁoǷϯdeǷǁe—oǗ ǀeiǷǘ iǷΑiǷǁiǀle, ǀelieΑiǷǘ I’d
ǷeΑeȍ ǘet ǁauǘht.

As I laid aǁȍoss the ǀed ǶotioǷless, stuǷǷed aǷd uǷdeȍ aȍȍest, ǶΘ thouǘhts
Βeȍe ȍaǁiǷǘ; I Βas sǁheǶiǷǘ, plottiǷǘ.… 2hat had happeǷed to that oǷǁe-
iǷǷoǁeǷt kid ǷaǶed AltoǷ, the little ǀoΘ Βith so Ƕuǁh athletiǁ poteǷtial Βho
dȍeaǶed oǗ oǷe daΘ ǀeǁoǶiǷǘ a pȍoǗessioǷal ǀaseǀall plaΘeȍ?

IǷstead oǗ plaΘiǷǘ iǷ the Ƕajoȍ leaǘues, I’d ǀeǁoǶe—iǷ Iǁe’s ǘȍeat phȍase—ঐa
selǗ-Ƕade ǶoǷsteȍ oǗ the ǁitΘ stȍeets.঑ I Βas Maǘiǁ Spike. I Βas iǷΑiǷǁiǀle. I saΒ
ǶΘselǗ as soǶe apeΗ pȍedatoȍ ΑiǁtiǶiziǷǘ soǁietΘ. 2aȍped ǀelieǗs had ǶΘ ǶiǷd so
tΒisted that I tȍulΘ ǀelieΑed I’d ǘiΑeǷ ǶΘ liǗe to the ǘaǶe. MΘ dΘsǗuǷǁtioǷ had
ǀeǁoǶe ǶΘ ǷoȍǶ. EΑeǷ Βith all the ΒaȍǷiǷǘ siǘǷs, all the ȍed ϲaǘs that I Βas



ΑeeȍiǷǘ ǁoǶpletelΘ out oǗ ǁoǷtȍol, ǶΘ selϯshǷess, ǷaȍǁissisǶ, ǶΘ addiǁtioǷ to
ǁȍiǶe—ǶΘ addiǁtioǷ to the Ǘast ǶoǷeΘ, poΒeȍ, aǷd sheeȍ adȍeǷaliǷe hiǘh—
ΒouldǷ’t alloΒ Ƕe to stop eΑeǷ iǗ I ΒaǷted to. ThiǷkiǷǘ I Βas aǀoΑe the laΒ, I
Ƕade that deǁisioǷ to hit oǷe last liǁk iǷ La Jolla, Βhiǁh ǁhaǷǘed the tȍajeǁtoȍΘ
oǗ so ǶaǷΘ people’s liΑes aǷd sǁaȍȍed a ǁoǶǶuǷitΘ.

All those ȍealizatioǷs, oǗ ǁouȍse, ǁaǶe to Ƕe Ƕuǁh lateȍ.
IǷ the heat oǗ the task Ǘoȍǁe takedoΒǷ, ǶΘ haǷds ǁuϦed ǀehiǷd Ƕe, ǶΘ ǶaiǷ

thouǘht Βas still:
Ho͏ iȍ the ǭuǗk did they fiȍd Ȍe?
LΘiǷǘ theȍe ǁuϦed oǷ the ǀed, I Ǘelt the iǁΘ steel oǗ the shotǘuǷ ǀaȍȍel pȍessed

ϯȍǶlΘ aǘaiǷst ǶΘ ȍiǘht teǶple, theǷ the sǶell oǗ ǘuǷpoΒdeȍ ȍesidue seepiǷǘ
doΒǷ the ǀaȍȍel ǀuȍǷiǷǘ ǶΘ eΘes aǷd ǶakiǷǘ it haȍd to see. MoǶeǷtaȍilΘ
ǀliǷded, eΘes ǀuȍǷiǷǘ, I staȍted sȌuiǷtiǷǘ aǷd tΒistiǷǘ ǶΘ Ƿeǁk.

SuddeǷlΘ, oǷe oǗ the ǁops, iǷ a deep, ǁleaȍ Αoiǁe, said:
ঐDoǷ’t ǶoΑe, Θou ǗuǁkiǷ’ Ƕuȍdeȍeȍ. BelieΑe Ƕe, I ͏ill ǀloΒ Θouȍ ǗuǁkiǷ’

head oϦ.঑
He didǷ’t shout it; he said it as a ǁold plaiǷ Ǘaǁt. The assuȍedǷess oǗ his Αoiǁe

leǗt Ƕe Ƿo ȍeasoǷ to douǀt hiǶ. This ǁop ΒasǷ’t to ǀe tested.
I ȍealized that iǗ I aǁǁideǷtallΘ sǷeezed, he’d haΑe ȍeasoǷ to ǀloΒ ǶΘ head oϦ.

MΘ ǶiǷd ϲashed ǀaǁk to the tiǶe ΒheǷ I Βas ϯǗteeǷ aǷd those LAPD ǁops
Ǘuǁked Ƕe up oǷ that deseȍted side stȍeet aǷd staȍted ǁhokiǷǘ Ƕe uǷǁoǷsǁious
Ǘoȍ piǁkpoǁketiǷǘ a ΒoǶaǷ’s Βallet aǷd ȍuǷǷiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ theǶ.

This tiǶe, Βith that shotǘuǷ ǀaȍȍel pȍessed to ǶΘ head, I Βas Ƕuǁh, Ƕuǁh
ǁloseȍ to dΘiǷǘ. This tiǶe, ǶΘ liǗe Βas oǷ a ȍazoȍ’s edǘe. IǷ the eΘes oǗ these ǁops,
I Βas a stoǷe-ǁold killeȍ, Ƿo loǷǘeȍ ǶΘ ǶaǶa’s soǷ.

ঐSuspeǁt appȍeheǷded!঑ I heaȍd theǶ aǷǷouǷǁiǷǘ oΑeȍ the poliǁe ȍadio; theǷ
theΘ pȍoǁeeded to esǁoȍt Ƕe aǷd MaȍȌuise’s ǶoǶ doΒǷstaiȍs.

The sǁeǷe outside Βas suȍȍeal: theȍe Ƕust haΑe ǀeeǷ ǗoȍtΘ ǁops asseǶǀled,
plus a distȍiǁt attoȍǷeΘ aǷd soǶe T0 ǁaǶeȍas set up to ǁaptuȍe the eǷtiȍe sǁeǷe
oǗ ǶΘ aȍȍest Ǘoȍ the loǁal ǷeΒs.

The tΒo ǶaiǷ hoǶiǁide deteǁtiΑes ȍead Ƕe ǶΘ MiȍaǷda ȍiǘhts. TheǷ, iǷ tΒo
poliǁe ǁaȍs, Βe Βeȍe takeǷ to Bakeȍsϯeld poliǁe statioǷ aǷd plaǁed iǷ sepaȍate



holdiǷǘ taǷks. A ǁouple oǗ houȍs lateȍ, MaȍȌuise’s ǶoǶ Βas ȌuestioǷed aǷd
ȍeleased ǀeǁause she hoǷestlΘ kǷeΒ ȍothiȍǮ aǀout the ǁȍiǶe.

I Βas ǀȍouǘht iǷto a ȍooǶ Ǘull oǗ task Ǘoȍǁe deteǁtiΑes Ǘoȍ ǶΘ iǷteȍȍoǘatioǷ—
Βithout a laΒΘeȍ pȍeseǷt. OǷe oǗ the ϯȍst ȌuestioǷs the lead deteǁtiΑe asked Ƕe
Βas:

ঐDid Iǁe-T haΑe soǶethiǷǘ to do Βith this?঑
ঐ2hat the Ǘuǁk aȍe Θou talkiǷǘ aǀout? I doǷ’t kǷoΒ Ƿo ǗuǁkiǷǘ Iǁe-T!঑
I deǷied eΑeǷ kȍo͏iȍǮ Iǁe. TheΘ said theΘ kǷeΒ I Βas lΘiǷǘ. TheΘ kǷeΒ all

aǀout ǶΘ touȍiǷǘ Βith Iǁe aǷd the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate aǷd theΘ’d seeǷ Ƕe iǷ his
Ƕusiǁ Αideos.

ঐI doǷ’t kǷoΒ Βhat Θou’ȍe talkiǷǘ aǀout.঑
Iǁe kǷeΒ ǷothiǷǘ aǀout Βhat I Βas doiǷǘ—Ƿo oǷe ǗȍoǶ the RhΘǶe

SΘǷdiǁate oȍ BodΘ CouǷt did—ǀut theΘ kept tȍΘiǷǘ to dȍaǘ his ǷaǶe iǷto this,
ΒaǷtiǷǘ Ƕe to liǷk hiǶ to this ǁase he had ȍothiȍǮ to do Βith.

I ΒouldǷ’t ǘiΑe theǶ shit. I ΒouldǷ’t talk to theǶ—peȍiod.
TheΘ ΒaǷted iǷǗoȍǶatioǷ—ǷaǶes, loǁatioǷs—aǀout the kids iǷΑolΑed iǷ the

ȍoǀǀeȍΘ aǷd shootiǷǘ. ঐMȍ. Pieȍǁe, Θou ǁaǷ help ΘouȍselǗ ǀΘ ǁoopeȍatiǷǘ—঑
ঐI told Θou. I’Ƕ Ƿot saΘiǷǘ shit to Θou ǘuΘs. Let Ƕe talk to ǶΘ attoȍǷeΘ.঑
That’s the ǁode I ǘȍeΒ up Βith. AlΒaΘs keep Θouȍ Ƕouth shut.
I’Αe ǷeΑeȍ sǷitǁhed oǷ aǷΘǀodΘ. NeΑeȍ Βill.
The oldeȍ oǗ the tΒo deteǁtiΑes saΘs, ঐTake hiǶ aΒaΘ. 2e’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to Ƕake aǷ

eΗaǶple oǗ his ass.঑
TheΘ tȍaǷsǗeȍȍed Ƕe doΒǷ to SaǷ Dieǘo. I Βas held Βithout ǀail, housed iǷ

this speǁial seǁtioǷ oǗ the jail that Βas Ǘoȍ all the hiǘh-poΒeȍed, hiǘh-seǁuȍitΘ
ǁases. I didǷ’t tȍust the phoǷes doΒǷ theȍe, so I ǁoǷtaǁted ǷoǀodΘ. The oǷlΘ ǁall
I Ƕade Βas to ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ’s Ƕotheȍ, aǷd I asked heȍ to ǘet iǷ touǁh Βith ǶΘ
ǶoǶ aǷd tell heȍ I Βas all ȍiǘht. I ΒasǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ to ǁall TȍoǶe, oȍ ǶΘ ǁousiǷ Riǁh,
aǷd I daǶǷ suȍe ΒasǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ to ǘet iǷ touǁh Βith Iǁe—Ƿot aǗteȍ I saΒ Βhat he
Βas ǘoiǷǘ thȍouǘh oǷ the T0.

OǷe eΑeǷiǷǘ, ȍiǘht aǗteȍ I ǘot to the SaǷ Dieǘo jail, I Βas iǷ the daΘȍooǶ
ΒatǁhiǷǘ the T0. It Βas alǶost the ϯȍst stoȍΘ oǷ the ǷatioǷal ǷeΒs—theΘ Βeȍe
talkiǷǘ aǀout Iǁe. ঐDaǶǷ, that’s Moses!঑ I said to ǶΘselǗ ΒheǷ I saΒ ChaȍltoǷ
HestoǷ ȍeadiǷǘ the lΘȍiǁs to ঐCop Killeȍ.঑ TheΘ Βeȍe talkiǷǘ aǀout ǀoΘǁottiǷǘ



TiǶe 2aȍǷeȍ. Geoȍǘe Bush Βas ǘiΑiǷǘ a speeǁh aǀout it, too. Iǁe Βas ǁoǶiǷǘ
uǷdeȍ heaΑΘ politiǁal ϯȍe—I ǶeaǷ, he Βas ǀeiǷǘ poȍtȍaΘed as this teȍȍoȍist thȍeat
to poliǁe aǁȍoss the ǁouǷtȍΘ. I ǘuess that’s ΒhΘ the ǁops kept askiǷǘ Ƕe so ǶaǷΘ
ȌuestioǷs aǀout hiǶ, tȍΘiǷǘ to tie hiǶ iǷto ǶΘ ǁase. IǷ the eΘes oǗ these
politiǁiaǷs aǷd poliǁe oȍǘaǷizatioǷs, ǀΘ doiǷǘ that soǷǘ, Iǁe had ǀeǁoǶe puǀliǁ
eǷeǶΘ ǷuǶǀeȍ oǷe.

It Βas alǶost suȍȍeal to see it, ǀut I ǁouldǷ’t dΒell oǷ it too Ƕuǁh ǀeǁause ǀΘ
the tiǶe I Βas iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo, I had ǶΘ liǗe oǷ the liǷe.

The pȍoseǁutoȍ aǷǷouǷǁed he Βas seekiǷǘ the death peǷaltΘ aǘaiǷst Ƕe.
I’d ǀeeǷ to pȍisoǷ, oǗ ǁouȍse, ǀut I’d ǷeΑeȍ ǁoǶe ǁlose to ǗaǁiǷǘ a death

peǷaltΘ ǁase—so I Βas ǷeȍΑous as Ǘuǁk. I kǷeΒ ǶΘ ǀest shot Βas to ǘet a ǘood
ǁȍiǶiǷal deǗeǷse attoȍǷeΘ. Theȍe Βas Ƕoȍe thaǷ $3ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡱ iǷ ǁash theΘ seized
ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ house, aǷd I tȍied to ǘet it ǀaǁk iǷ a ǶotioǷ ǀΘ saΘiǷǘ I’d Ƕade the
ǶoǷeΘ doiǷǘ Ƕusiǁ—ǀut the judǘe said uǷless I ǁould pȍoΑide ȍeǁeipts oȍ paΘ
stuǀs to pȍoΑe the ǶoǷeΘ Βas eaȍǷed leǘallΘ, theΘ Βeȍe ǘoiǷǘ to hold it. I had Ƿo
ȍeǁeipts oȍ paΘ stuǀs—iǷstaǷtlΘ, that $3ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡱ Βas ǘoǷe.

AǷd Βithout ǶoǷeΘ Ǘoȍ a pȍiΑate attoȍǷeΘ, I had Ƿo otheȍ optioǷ ǀut to take
ǶΘ ǁhaǷǁes Βith a ǁouȍt-appoiǷted laΒΘeȍ. His ǷaǶe Βas 0iǁtoȍ EȍiǁksoǷ.
2heǷ he Βalked iǷto the ȍooǶ, I Βas stȍaiǘhtǗoȍΒaȍd. ঐ8ou’ȍe a puǀliǁ
deǗeǷdeȍ,঑ I said. ঐ2hΘ should I tȍust Θou? I ǶeaǷ, ǶΘ liǗe is oǷ the liǷe heȍe.঑

2hat ǁhoiǁe did I haΑe? I eǷded up disǁlosiǷǘ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ to hiǶ, iǷ oȍdeȍ Ǘoȍ
hiǶ to ǶouǷt the ǀest deǗeǷse he ǁould. IǷ ǶΘ ǶiǷd, oǗ ǁouȍse, I kǷoΒ I’Ƕ
ȍespoǷsiǀle Ǘoȍ the ȍoǀǀeȍies, Ǘoȍ oȍǁhestȍatiǷǘ the eǷtiȍe ǁȍiǶe, ǀut I deϯǷitelΘ
—defiȍitely—did Ƿot ΒaǷt aǷ iǷǷoǁeǷt ΑiǁtiǶ to ǀe killed. 2hat I didǷ’t
uǷdeȍstaǷd at that tiǶe Βas this: iǷ the eΘes oǗ the laΒ, ǶasteȍǶiǷdiǷǘ a ȍoǀǀeȍΘ
iǷ Βhiǁh soǶeoǷe ǘets killed is ǁoǷsideȍed a Ƕoȍe seȍious oϦeǷse thaǷ iǗ Θou
pulled the tȍiǘǘeȍ.

At this poiǷt, the oǷlΘ people theΘ’Αe aȍȍested aȍe Ƕe aǷd JeǷǷiǗeȍ—so Βe’ȍe
Ƿot suȍe hoΒ stȍoǷǘ a ǁase the pȍoseǁutioǷ’s ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe aǀle to ǶouǷt iǗ it’s
solelΘ heȍ Βoȍd. She Βas theȍe duȍiǷǘ the plaǷǷiǷǘ oǗ the ǁȍiǶe, she led Ƕe to
the jeΒelȍΘ stoȍes, ǀut theΘ still didǷ’t haΑe the aǁtual ǘaǷǘ ǶeǶǀeȍs Βho’d doǷe
the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ.



TheǷ, ȍiǘht ǀeǗoȍe tȍial, theΘ ǁaptuȍed oǷe oǗ the ΘouǷǘ ǘuΘs Βho’d doǷe the
ȍoǀǀeȍΘ, aǷd he staȍted to talk; aǀout a Βeek oȍ tΒo lateȍ theΘ had thȍee Ƕoȍe
ǘuΘs; theǷ theΘ ϯǷallΘ aȍȍested DaȍǷell, the ΘouǷǘ ǘuΘ Βho aǁtuallΘ did the
shootiǷǘ. He had ϲed to TeǷǷessee, so theΘ postpoǷed ǶΘ tȍial date uǷtil theΘ
ǁould eΗtȍadite hiǶ to CaliǗoȍǷia.

That’s ΒheǷ all the doǶiǷoes staȍted ǗalliǷǘ. All these ǘuΘs ǁaǶe ǗoȍΒaȍd to
ǘiΑe depositioǷs aǘaiǷst Ƕe. TheΘ all said the saǶe thiǷǘ: ঐHe led us doΒǷ theȍe.
He plaǷǷed the ȍoǀǀeȍies. He ǘaΑe us the ǘuǷs. He pȍoΑided the stoleǷ ǁaȍs.঑
The tȍial date Βas set Ǘoȍ JuǷe 3ࡺࡺࡲ. I Βas ǗaǁiǷǘ Ƕultiple ǁhaȍǘes: Ƕuȍdeȍ,
ǁoǷspiȍaǁΘ, aǷd aȍǶed ȍoǀǀeȍΘ. MΘ attoȍǷeΘ said that at tȍial, JeǷǷiǗeȍ Βas ǘoiǷǘ
to take the staǷd aǷd testiǗΘ as the pȍoseǁutioǷ’s staȍ ΒitǷess aǘaiǷst Ƕe.

At that poiǷt I kǷeΒ I Βas ǘoiǷǘ to Ǘall.
The oǷlΘ ȌuestioǷ Βas: HoΒ haȍd?

ICE

BΘ Oǁtoǀeȍ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ, ǷoǀodΘ had heaȍd ǗȍoǶ Spike iǷ ǶoǷths. 2e didǷ’t eΑeǷ
kǷoΒ he’d ǀeeǷ aȍȍested. I Βas eǷǘulǗed iǷ the ঐCop Killeȍ঑ dȍaǶa—the
pȍesideǷt oǗ the UǷited States Βas oǷ T0 deǷouǷǁiǷǘ Ƕe. So Βas the Αiǁe
pȍesideǷt, aǷd ChaȍltoǷ HestoǷ—the head oǗ the NRA—aǷd all these laΒ-
eǷǗoȍǁeǶeǷt ǘȍoups. The situatioǷ ǘot ȍeal heaΑΘ Ǘoȍ a Βhile. TheΘ had a
ǁaǶpaiǘǷ to ǀoΘǁott TiǶe 2aȍǷeȍ, aǷd theǷ people staȍted seǷdiǷǘ ǀoǶǀ sǁaȍes
aǷd ǁȍediǀle death thȍeats to 2aȍǷeȍ Bȍos. It ǘot the poiǷt Βheȍe I ϯǷallΘ said,
ঐLook, pull that soǷǘ oϦ the alǀuǶ঑—I ǶeaǷ, I ΒasǷ’t tȍΘiǷǘ to jeopaȍdize
aǷΘoǷe’s liǭe at ǶΘ ȍeǁoȍd ǁoǶpaǷΘ to pȍoΑe a poiǷt aǀout ǗȍeedoǶ oǗ speeǁh
aǷd ǶΘ aȍtistiǁ iǷteǘȍitΘ.

ListeǷ, ΒheǷ the pȍesideǷt oǗ the UǷited States saΘs Θouȍ ǷaǶe iǷ aǷǘeȍ, Θou
ǘo thȍouǘh the deepest ǀaǁkǘȍouǷd ǁheǁk iǶaǘiǷaǀle. The ঐAlphaǀet BoΘs঑ all
deΑelop ϯles oǷ Θou: FBI, DEA, ATF, IRS. I ǶeaǷ, the Ǘeds ΒaǷt to kǷoΒ eΑeȍΘ
ǘoddaǶǷ thiǷǘ aǀout Θou. TheΘ ǁoǶǀed thȍouǘh ǶΘ past Βith a ϯǷe-tooth
ǁoǶǀ. TheΘ audited ǶΘ taΗes tΒiǁe. TheΘ tȍied to ϯǷd out iǗ I Βas aǁtiΑelΘ
stoǁkpiliǷǘ ǘuǷs aǷd plaǷǷiǷǘ aǷ attaǁk aǘaiǷst ǁops. SoǶe FBI ǘuΘs ȌuestioǷed



ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ. TheΘ Βeȍe askiǷǘ people, ঐIs Iǁe-T soǶe kiǷd oǗ ȍadiǁal
paȍaǶilitaȍΘ leadeȍ lookiǷǘ to staȍt a ȍaǁe Βaȍ?঑ It souǷds alǶost ǁȍazΘ to saΘ this
todaΘ, ǀut ǀeǁause oǗ ঐCop Killeȍ,঑ theΘ staȍted aǷ iǷΑestiǘatioǷ iǷto Βhetheȍ I
Βas a leǘitiǶate thȍeat to AǶeȍiǁaǷ ǷatioǷal seǁuȍitΘ—ΒheǷ, tȍuthǗullΘ, I Βas
just a ǘuΘ iǷ a Ƕetal ǀaǷd ǶakiǷǘ a ǗuǁkiǷǘ ȍeǁoȍd.

TheǷ, at soǶe poiǷt, iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ this ঐCop Killeȍ঑ ǀaǁklash, Βe heaȍd
Spike Βas ǁauǘht up iǷ a Ƕuȍdeȍ.

At ϯȍst, I didǷ’t kǷoΒ Βhetheȍ the stoȍΘ Βas eΑeǷ tȍue oȍ Ƿot, Βhetheȍ
soǶethiǷǘ had ǘot tΒisted oȍ lost iǷ tȍaǷslatioǷ, ǀeǁause that isǷ’t Spike—that’s
Ƿot his ǘet-doΒǷ.

Spike’s a plaΘeȍ, Ƿot a killeȍ.
It had ǀeeǷ alǶost teǷ Θeaȍs siǷǁe I’d hit aǷΘ liǁks Βith hiǶ, ǀut ΒheǷ Βe

ȍolled toǘetheȍ, Βe Βeȍe ǷeΑeȍ ΑioleǷt—that Βas a ǀasiǁ ȍule oǷ aǷΘ liǁk Βe did
toǘetheȍ: ϯȍst aǷd ǗoȍeǶost, doǷ’t huȍt ǷoǀodΘ.

Al P. Βas the ϯȍst ǘuΘ iǷ ouȍ ǁiȍǁle Βho had a little ǀit oǗ iǷǗoȍǶatioǷ.
ঐSpike? A Ȍurder? 8ou suȍe?঑ I asked hiǶ.
Al P. heaȍd that a ΘouǷǘ kid oǷ a jeΒel liǁk shot aǷd killed soǶeǀodΘ aǷd that

Spike ΒasǷ’t the shooteȍ, ΒasǷ’t eΑeǷ iǷside the stoȍe ΒheǷ it happeǷed, ǀut
he’d ǀeeǷ iǶpliǁated as the ǶasteȍǶiǷd.

I didǷ’t eΑeǷ kǷoΒ Spike Βas still aǁtiΑe iǷ the ǘaǶe. I didǷ’t kǷoΒ iǗ aǷΘ oǗ
ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds Βeȍe. Like I said, I didǷ’t ͏aȍt to kǷoΒ. AǷd I’d stuǁk to that ȍule:
ঐDoǷ’t tell Ƕe shit I doǷ’t Ƿeed to heaȍ.঑

I ǁould ǷeΑeȍ iǶaǘiǷe Spike ǶasteȍǶiǷdiǷǘ a liǁk Βith ΑioleǷǁe as paȍt oǗ the
plaǷǷiǷǘ.

But heȍe’s the thiǷǘ: iǗ Θou’ȍe ǶessiǷǘ aȍouǷd iǷ the ǘaǶe, aȍythiȍǮ ǁaǷ
happeǷ.

Cats thiǷk theΘ’ȍe sǶaȍt eǷouǘh to ǁoǷtȍol eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ—ǀut theȍe’s Ƿo ΒaΘ
to ǀe this ȌaǮiǗ puppet Ƕasteȍ, alΒaΘs iǷ ǁoǷtȍol oǗ eΑeȍΘ detail aǷd eΑeȍΘ otheȍ
peȍsoǷ’s aǁtioǷs.

IǗ Θou staΘ aǁtiΑe loǷǘ eǷouǘh, the ǘaǶe Βill alΒaΘs ǁoǶe ǀaǁk aǷd ǀite Θou
iǷ the ass.

Foȍ a loǷǘ tiǶe, ǷoǷe oǗ us kǷeΒ Βhat Βas ǘoiǷǘ oǷ Βith Spike. He ΒasǷ’t
ǁoǷtaǁtiǷǘ aǷΘ oǗ us, aǷd Βe didǷ’t haΑe aǷΘ ΒaΘ oǗ ǘettiǷǘ iǷ touǁh Βith hiǶ.



Spike ΒeǷt ǁoǶpletelΘ oϦ the ǘȍid.
I didǷ’t heaȍ ǗȍoǶ Spike—ȍoȍe oǗ us heaȍd ǗȍoǶ Spike—Ǘoȍ Ƕoȍe thaǷ thȍee

Θeaȍs.

SPIKE

WheǷ ǶΘ tȍial date appȍoaǁhed, I Ƕade a deǁisioǷ: I ΒaǷted to Ǘaǁe it aloǷe. I
Ƿeeded to Ǘaǁe it aloǷe.

I didǷ’t ΒaǷt aǷΘ ǗaǶilΘ oȍ ǗȍieǷds tȍaΑeliǷǘ doΒǷ ǗȍoǶ Los AǷǘeles to SaǷ
Dieǘo. EspeǁiallΘ siǷǁe it Βas a death peǷaltΘ ǁase. I ǁalled ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ aǷd sisteȍs
ǗȍoǶ the ǁouǷtΘ jail aǷd told theǶ, ঐI doǷ’t ΒaǷt ǷoǀodΘ to ǁoǶe doΒǷ heȍe. I
doǷ’t ΒaǷt Ƿo ǗaǶilΘ eΗposed to ǷoǷe oǗ this.঑

The ǶoȍǷiǷǘ oǗ the tȍial, the ǁouȍtȍooǶ Βas paǁked. I Βas the oǷlΘ Blaǁk ǘuΘ
iǷ the ȍooǶ. Theȍe Βeȍe a ǀuǷǁh oǗ T0 ǁaǶeȍas, ǀeǁause this Βas a ΑeȍΘ hiǘh-
pȍoϯle ǁase iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo. The ΘouǷǘ ǶaǷ Βho Βas killed ǁaǶe ǗȍoǶ a laȍǘe
ǗaǶilΘ—his Ǘatheȍ Βas a pȍoǶiǷeǷt attoȍǷeΘ iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo. His paȍeǷts, ΒiǗe,
ǀȍotheȍs, aǷd sisteȍs Βeȍe all theȍe. The aǷǘeȍ iǷ the ǁoǶǶuǷitΘ Βas iǷteǷse.

The ǁoldest thiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Ƕe aǀout the eǷtiȍe tȍial Βas seeiǷǘ the ΑiǁtiǶ’s ǗaǶilΘ
up ǁlose. The ΘouǷǘ ǶaǷ’s Ƕotheȍ aǷd Ǘatheȍ Βeȍe sittiǷǘ ȍiǘht oΑeȍ ǶΘ
shouldeȍ. That’s the thiǷǘ that ǀȍoke ǶΘ heaȍt. That’s the ǶoǶeǷt it ǀeǁaǶe
huǶaǷ. The ǁȍiǶe ǀeǁaǶe taǷǘiǀle.

These Βeȍe eldeȍlΘ people. TheΘ didǷ’t deseȍΑe to ǘo thȍouǘh all this paiǷ. I
Βas ȍespoǷsiǀle Ǘoȍ theiȍ ǁhild ǀeiǷǘ takeǷ ǗȍoǶ theǶ—ǶΘ aǁtioǷs aǷd ǀad
ǁhoiǁes had destȍoΘed theiȍ liΑes.

JeǷǷiǗeȍ testiϯed iǷ detail aǀout Ƕe plaǷǷiǷǘ the ȍoǀǀeȍies, aǷd all the eΑeǷts
that she ΒitǷessed oǷ Motheȍ’s DaΘ. TheΘ had all the depositioǷs ǗȍoǶ the ǘuΘs
Βho aǁtuallΘ did the ȍoǀǀeȍΘ—eΑeȍΘ oǷe oǗ theǶ had takeǷ deals oǷ the
ǁoǷditioǷ that ǷoǷe oǗ theǶ had to ǁoǶe to ǁouȍt aǷd testiǗΘ iǷ peȍsoǷ.

The juȍΘ ǗouǷd Ƕe ǘuiltΘ aǗteȍ just a ǗeΒ houȍs oǗ deliǀeȍatioǷ. GuiltΘ oǗ
ϯȍst-deǘȍee Ƕuȍdeȍ, aȍǶed ȍoǀǀeȍΘ, aǷd aǀout teǷ diϦeȍeǷt ǁhaȍǘes.

2heǷ the ǗoȍeǶaǷ aǷǷouǷǁed the ǘuiltΘ Αeȍdiǁt, the judǘe seǷteǷǁed Ƕe to
tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe.



At the staȍt oǗ the tȍial the judǘe had takeǷ the death peǷaltΘ oϦ the taǀle.
Beǁause I ΒasǷ’t the aǁtual shooteȍ, he didǷ’t ΒaǷt the issue oǗ ǁapital

puǷishǶeǷt to possiǀlΘ iǷduǁe the juȍoȍs to aǁȌuit Ƕe. KǷoΒiǷǘ that theΘ haΑe
the added ǀuȍdeǷ oǗ seǷdiǷǘ a ǶaǷ to the death ǁhaǶǀeȍ—haΑiǷǘ that poΒeȍ oǗ
liǗe aǷd death iǷ theiȍ haǷds—ǁaǷ soǶetiǶes ȍaise ǁoǷϲiǁtiǷǘ eǶotioǷs ΒithiǷ
that juȍΘ ȍooǶ. IǷstead, the judǘe ΒaǷted those tΒelΑe ǁitizeǷs to Ǘoǁus oǷ ǶΘ
ȍole as the ǶasteȍǶiǷd oǗ the ǁȍiǶe, thus ǶakiǷǘ it easieȍ Ǘoȍ theǶ to ǁoǷΑiǁt
aǷd to haǷd doΒǷ a seǷteǷǁe that Βould ǀe eȌuiΑaleǷt to a death peǷaltΘ.

AǗteȍ ǁoǷΑiǁtioǷ, I Βas still ǗaǁiǷǘ Βhat’s kǷoΒǷ as the ঐspeǁial
ǁiȍǁuǶstaǷǁes঑ phase oǗ seǷteǷǁiǷǘ. The judǘe told the juȍΘ that eΑeǷ thouǘh I
ΒasǷ’t the shooteȍ, iǗ theΘ ǗouǷd Ƕe ǘuiltΘ oǗ ǀeiǷǘ the ȍiǷǘleadeȍ oǗ this ǁȍiǶe,
theΘ Βould deliǀeȍate oǷ this as a ঐspeǁial-ǁiȍǁuǶstaǷǁes Ƕuȍdeȍ.঑ IǷ CaliǗoȍǷia,
iǗ Θou’ȍe ǁoǷΑiǁted oǗ ϯȍst-deǘȍee Ƕuȍdeȍ aǷd ǁeȍtaiǷ speǁial ǁiȍǁuǶstaǷǁes
applΘ, theȍe aȍe oǷlΘ tΒo possiǀle peǷalties: death, oȍ liǗe Βithout the possiǀilitΘ
oǗ paȍole.

L2OP—liǗe Βithout paȍole—ǶeaǷs Θou’ȍe Ƿot ǁoǶiǷǘ hoǶe. E͎er.
L2OP is aǷotheȍ ǗoȍǶ oǗ death. A sloΒeȍ ǗoȍǶ oǗ death. 2hateΑeȍ diǘits aȍe

iǷ Θouȍ seǷteǷǁe—tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe Θeaȍs, thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe Θeaȍs, ǗoȍtΘ-ϯΑe Θeaȍs—it doesǷ’t
Ƕatteȍ. 2ith L2OP at the eǷd, theȍe’s a ǀodΘ ǀaǘ ΒaitiǷǘ oǷ Θou. 8ou’ȍe dΘiǷǘ
ǀehiǷd that Βall.

MΘ head’s ȍeeliǷǘ: I just lost the tȍial aǷd I’Ƕ ΒaitiǷǘ iǷ the holdiǷǘ ǁell as the
juȍΘ is out ȍedeliǀeȍatiǷǘ. TheΘ ǁoǶe ǀaǁk tΒo houȍs lateȍ. The oϩǁeȍs lead Ƕe
ǀaǁk iǷ to heaȍ the deǁisioǷ. The ǁouȍtȍooǶ is paǁked, ǀut Θou ǁaǷ heaȍ a piǷ
dȍop. As the juȍΘ Βalks iǷ, I’Ƕ thiǷkiǷǘ:

These t͏el͎e people ha͎e your liǭe iȍ their haȍds. You’͎e ǖeeȍ Ǯi͎eȍ t͏eȍty-fi͎e
to liǭe. At a ȌiȍiȌuȌ. No͏ they’re aǖout to deǗide iǭ you’re ǮoiȍǮ to die iȍ prisoȍ.

The judǘe asked, ঐHaΑe Θou ȍeaǁhed a Αeȍdiǁt?঑
MΘ heaȍt is pouǷdiǷǘ like a tΒelΑe-iǷǁh ΒooǗeȍ.
The ǗoȍeǶaǷ aǷǷouǷǁed that the Αote Βas ࡶ–ࡸ. I didǷ’t uǷdeȍstaǷd Βhat aǷΘ

oǗ it ǶeaǷt. MΘ attoȍǷeΘ eΗplaiǷed it Βas ࡶ–ࡸ aǮaiȍst applΘiǷǘ the speǁial
ǁiȍǁuǶstaǷǁes to ǶΘ ǁase. He said that uǷlike the tȍial Αeȍdiǁt, it didǷ’t haΑe to
ǀe uǷaǷiǶous.



Teaȍs stȍeaǶed doΒǷ ǶΘ ǁheeks aǷd I ǀoΒed ǶΘ head, pȍaΘiǷǘ. Beǁause ǷoΒ
at least theȍe’s a ǁhaǷǁe—hoΒeΑeȍ ȍeǶote—oǗ Ƕe ǁoǶiǷǘ ǀeǗoȍe a paȍole ǀoaȍd.
SoǶedaΘ. I didǷ’t ΒaǷt to die iǷ jail.

TheΘ led Ƕe ǀaǁk to the holdiǷǘ ǁell, aǷd ǶΘ attoȍǷeΘ ǁaǶe to see Ƕe teǷ
ǶiǷutes lateȍ. He ǀleΒ ǶΘ ǶiǷd ǀΘ telliǷǘ Ƕe that the tȍial ΒasǷ’t oΑeȍ.

ঐHeȍe’s Βhat’s ǘoiǷǘ oǷ. The judǘe has Ƕe aǷd the DA iǷ ǁhaǶǀeȍs ȍiǘht
ǷoΒ—the DA ΒaǷts to ȍeϯle oǷ the speǁial ǁiȍǁuǶstaǷǁes.঑

ঐ2ait, I thouǘht the juȍΘ deliǀeȍated? I thouǘht Βe ǘot a Αeȍdiǁt.঑
He eΗplaiǷed that theȍe Βas aǷ optioǷ Ǘoȍ the DA to ȍeϯle, ǀasiǁallΘ ȍeshuϬe

his ǁaȍds, pȍeseǷt ǷeΒ eΑideǷǁe—ǶaΘǀe ǀȍiǷǘ ǗoȍΒaȍd the ǘuΘs Βho did the
aǁtual ȍoǀǀeȍΘ to Ƕake ǷeΒ alleǘatioǷs aǀout Ƕe, iǷ opeǷ ǁouȍt, iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ the
juȍΘ. AǷd aǷΘ outǁoǶe Βas possiǀle. All the DA Βould Ƿeed to do is peȍsuade
tΒo oǗ those juȍoȍs to sΒitǁh theiȍ Αotes to ǘiΑe Ƕe L2OP.

I Βaited iǷ that holdiǷǘ ǁell Βhile theΘ ΒeǷt ǀaǁk aǷd Ǘoȍth Βith the
ǷeǘotiatioǷs. MΘ attoȍǷeΘ ǁaǶe ǀaǁk aǷd asked Ƕe, ঐ2ould Θou ǀe ΒilliǷǘ to
take aǷotheȍ teǷ?঑

ঐAȍother teǷ Θeaȍs?঑
ঐ8es, teǷ Θeaȍs oǷ top oǗ the tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe.঑
IǷ otheȍ Βoȍds, iǗ I aǁǁept those added teǷ Θeaȍs, the L2OP ǘoes aΒaΘ. But

also, iǗ I take the deal, theȍe’s Ƿo appealiǷǘ it lateȍ oǷ. MΘ ǀaǁk Βas totallΘ
aǘaiǷst the Βall. 2e didǷ’t haΑe Ƕuǁh tiǶe to deǁide.

ঐIt’s ǷoΒ oȍ ǷeΑeȍ,঑ he saΘs. ঐ2hat do Θou ΒaǷt Ƕe to tell theǶ?঑
ঐMaǷ, do ΒhateΑeȍ Θou ǘot to do.঑
The ΑiǁtiǶ’s ǗaǶilΘ Ƿeeded to aǘȍee to the deal that the DA Βas oϦeȍiǷǘ. I

Βaited Βhile theΘ talked it oΑeȍ pȍiΑatelΘ. MΘ attoȍǷeΘ ǁaǶe ǀaǁk to the holdiǷǘ
ǁell oǷe last tiǶe.

ঐThe ǗaǶilΘ said theΘ doǷ’t ΒaǷt to ǘo thȍouǘh this aǷΘǶoȍe. TheΘ aǘȍee to
the teǷ oǷ top oǗ the tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe.঑

ঐSo I’ll ǘet thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe?঑
ঐThiȍtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe.঑
ঐTake the deal,঑ I told hiǶ. ঐAll I ask is that I haΑe a ǁhaǷǁe to addȍess the

ǗaǶilΘ iǷ ǁouȍt.঑
TheΘ led Ƕe ǀaǁk iǷside aǷd I ǘot oǷ the staǷd.



ঐI just ΒaǷt to let Θou kǷoΒ, I’Ƕ soȍȍΘ. I take Ǘull ȍespoǷsiǀilitΘ. I ǷeΑeȍ
ǶeaǷt Ǘoȍ this to happeǷ.঑ I looked diȍeǁtlΘ at the ΑiǁtiǶ’s paȍeǷts. ঐ8ouȍ soǷ
didǷ’t deseȍΑe to die this ΒaΘ, aǷd Θou doǷ’t deseȍΑe to ǘo thȍouǘh all this paiǷ.
NothiǷǘ I saΘ is ǘoiǷǘ to ǀȍiǷǘ ǀaǁk Θouȍ soǷ. But I aǶ soȍȍΘ—I aǶ soȍȍΘ Ǘoȍ the
paiǷ I’Αe ǁaused Θou.঑

The judǘe pȍoǷouǷǁed the seǷteǷǁe, aǷd those Βoȍds kept eǁhoiǷǘ iǷ ǶΘ
head:

Thirty-fi͎e years to liǭe.
His ǘaΑel ǁaǶe doΒǷ aǷd the ǁouȍt oϩǁeȍs led Ƕe ǀaǁk to the holdiǷǘ ǁell.
As I Βalked out oǗ the ǁouȍtȍooǶ, ǶΘ head Βas spiǷǷiǷǘ Βith ǁoǷǗusioǷ,

shoǁk, ȍeǘȍet.
I hoǷestlΘ ǷeΑeȍ eΗpeǁted to see the Ǘȍee Βoȍld aǘaiǷ.

ICE

WheǷ I Βas iǷ the ǘaǶe, I had this ΑisioǷ oǗ ǶΘselǗ ȍuǷǷiǷǘ doΒǷ a ȍoad—this
ȍaǁe Ǘull oǗ otheȍ plaΘeȍs aǷd hustleȍs—aǷd ΘelliǷǘ at eΑeȍΘǀodΘ to ǶΘ leǗt aǷd
ȍiǘht:

ঐ8ou’ȍe Ƿot ǘoǷǷa ΒiǷ! 8o, I’Ȍ the ǀaddest! I’Ƕ CȍazΘ TȍaΘ!঑
But ΒheǷ I ǘot to Βhat I thouǘht Βas the ϯǷish liǷe, at the eǷd oǗ that

hustliǷǘ ȍoad, theȍe Βas Ƿo ͏iȍȍiȍǮ—theȍe Βas ǷothiǷǘ ǀut a steep ǁliϦ. AǷd all
the dudes Βho Βeȍe hustliǷǘ Βith Ƕe, oǷe ǀΘ oǷe theΘ kept ǗalliǷǘ oϦ that ǁliϦ.

I ǶaǷaǘed to stop just iǷ tiǶe—I put the ǀȍakes oǷ, just ǀeǗoȍe I ΒeǷt oΑeȍ
the edǘe.

NoΒ I haΑe a diϦeȍeǷt ΑisioǷ. I see ǶΘselǗ as the ǘuΘ Βho’s spuǷ aȍouǷd,
ȍuǷǷiǷǘ ǀaǁk up that ȍoad, aǘaiǷst the tȍaϩǁ, ΘelliǷǘ at people, ǀut this tiǶe I’Ƕ
ΒaȍǷiǷǘ theǶ, telliǷǘ theǶ the tȍuth aǀout the ǘaǶe.

ঐAiǷ’t ǷothiǷ’ up theȍe ǀut a ǁliϦ! TuȍǷ the Ǘuǁk aȍouǷd!঑
MostlΘ I just ǘet sǶiȍks aǷd sliǁk ǘlaǷǁes. AǷd dudes keep oǷ ȍuǷǷiǷǘ.
I uǷdeȍstaǷd theǶ. I’Αe ǖeeȍ theǶ.
SoǶe ǁats just aȍeǷ’t ȍeadΘ to aǁǁept the tȍuth.
But eΑeȍΘoǷe ϯǷds out eΑeǷtuallΘ.



Spike ǗouǷd out iǷ his oΒǷ ΒaΘ, iǷ his oΒǷ tiǶe: at the eǷd oǗ that ȍoad,
theȍe’s ǷothiǷǘ ǀut a ǁliϦ.



CHAPTER 9

BOWELS OF THE DEVIL

Bo͏els oǭ the de͎il
Let Ȍe tell you ͏hat that suǗker eats
Its stoȌaǗh’s filled ͏ith Ȍy hoȌeǖoys
Guts Ȍade out oǭ steel aȍd ǗoȍǗrete

—ICE, ࣮BOWELS OF THE DEVIL࣯

SPIKE

Foȍ the ϯȍst siΗ Θeaȍs oǗ ǶΘ liǗe seǷteǷǁe, I Βas iǷ Calipatȍia State PȍisoǷ, a LeΑel
I0 ǗaǁilitΘ iǷ the IǶpeȍial 0alleΘ. At the tiǶe, it Βas the Ƕost ΑioleǷt pȍisoǷ iǷ
CaliǗoȍǷia—haǷds doΒǷ.

Foȍ Ƕe, Calipatȍia peȍsoǷiϯed the hellish ȍealitΘ oǗ ǀeiǷǘ loǁked up.
8ou had soǶe oǗ the ǁoldest aǷd ǁȍaziest ǘuΘs ǗȍoǶ the stȍeets oǗ L.A., the

tΘpe oǗ ǘuΘs Θou ǷeΑeȍ ΒaǷt to see iǷ a daȍk alleΘ, aǷd Θou’ȍe side ǀΘ side Βith
theǶ eΑeȍΘ siǷǘle ǗuǁkiǷǘ daΘ. IǷ that IǶpeȍial 0alleΘ, uǷdeȍ the deseȍt suǷ, it’s
liteȍallΘ aǷ iǷǗeȍǷo. It ǁaǷ ǘet up to ࡱࡳࡲ deǘȍees. Calipatȍia Βas the ϯȍst pȍisoǷ iǷ
the state Βith aǷ eleǁtȍiϯed ǗeǷǁe, so aǷΘ dude eΑeǷ thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout esǁape kǷoΒs
he’ll ǘet Ǘȍied to death tȍΘiǷǘ.

As iǷ Ƕost LeΑel I0 pȍisoǷs, theȍe’s ǁoǷstaǷt ȍaǁial politiǁs. GuΘs aȍe alΒaΘs
ǀeeϯǷǘ, ǘettiǷǘ staǀǀed. AǷd the poliǁe aȍe ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ ǘettiǷǘ attaǁked, too.

That’s Βhat ǘaΑe Calipatȍia that ȍeputatioǷ Ǘoȍ ǀeiǷǘ so daǷǘeȍous. Theȍe
Βas this Ƿotoȍious iǷǁideǷt that happeǷed Βhile I Βas theȍe iǷ Maȍǁh ࡶࡺࡺࡲ. A



ǘȍoup oǗ East Coast Cȍips Βho Βeȍe liǗeȍs—dudes Βho Ǘelt theΘ had ǷothiǷǘ to
lose—ǀaǷded toǘetheȍ aǷd ȍaǷ up iǷ the pȍoǘȍaǶ oϩǁe oǷ the A Θaȍd. TheΘ
staǀǀed a seȍǘeaǷt, iǷjuȍed all these oϩǁeȍs—ǁaptaiǷs, lieuteǷaǷts, eΑeȍΘ oϩǁeȍ
theΘ ǁould ϯǷd. It Βas like a hostile takeoΑeȍ. Eiǘht ǁops ǘot ǀadlΘ huȍt.

Foȍ seǁuȍitΘ ȍeasoǷs, the poliǁe haΑe Ƿo haǷdǘuǷs oǷ the Θaȍd. The oǷlΘ ǘuǷs
aȍe the Mࡵࡲs at the top oǗ the toΒeȍ. ReiǷǗoȍǁeǶeǷts ǁaǶe ȍushiǷǘ iǷ ǗȍoǶ
eΑeȍΘ Θaȍd iǷ ȍiot ǘeaȍ aǷd ϯǷallΘ ǘot ǁoǷtȍol oǗ the situatioǷ, aǷd Calipatȍia
ΒeǷt iǶǶediatelΘ oǷ loǁkdoΒǷ.

AǷd theǷ the ȍetȍiǀutioǷ ǁaǶe. AǷΘǀodΘ oǷ aǷΘ Θaȍd Βho Βas aϩliated Βith
the East Coast Cȍips, eΑeǷ dudes Βho had ǷothiǷǘ to do Βith the iǷǁideǷt, all
ǘot ȍolled up iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ the Ƿiǘht. It Βas tΒo iǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ, Θou heaȍd all
this shoutiǷǘ oǷ the tieȍs, aǷd theΘ ǘȍaǀǀed thiȍtΘ-siΗ dudes aǷd put theǶ oǷ a
ǀus to CoȍǁoȍaǷ iǷ ǷothiǷǘ ǀut theiȍ uǷdeȍΒeaȍ. 2heǷ theΘ aȍȍiΑed at
CoȍǁoȍaǷ, the ǁops Βeȍe ΒaitiǷǘ Βith theiȍ ΒelǁoǶe ΒaǘoǷ. All oǗ these dudes
ǘot the doǘ shit ǀeat out oǗ theǶ, RodǷeΘ KiǷǘ stΘle. Cops Βeȍe ǁȍaǁkiǷǘ ȍiǀs,
ǘȍaǀǀiǷǘ dudes ǀΘ theiȍ ǀalls, sǶashiǷǘ theiȍ Ǘaǁes iǷto the paΑeǶeǷt. Theȍe
eǷded up ǀeiǷǘ a Ƕajoȍ iǷΑestiǘatioǷ, aǷd a ǀuǷǁh oǗ the ǁops at CoȍǁoȍaǷ lost
theiȍ joǀs ǀehiǷd that shit.

So that Βas ǶΘ ǷeΒ ȍealitΘ. That Βas ǶΘ ǷeΒ daΘ-to-daΘ. Foȍ those ϯȍst ǗeΒ
Θeaȍs iǷ Calipatȍia, I just had ǶΘ head doΒǷ. I didǷ’t ǁoǷtaǁt ǷoǀodΘ. Besides
ǶΘ ǶoǶ, I didǷ’t ǁall ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ, didǷ’t ǁall Iǁe oȍ TȍoǶe oȍ aǷΘ oǗ ǶΘ otheȍ
ǗȍieǷds.

The ϯȍst thiǷǘ I Ƿeeded to do Βas ǘet ǶΘ ǶiǷd ȍiǘht. I had to adapt ǶΘselǗ to
the ǁutthȍoat ǶeǷtalitΘ. I had to ǁoǷditioǷ ǶΘselǗ to liΑiǷǘ that LeΑel I0
liǗestΘle. IǷ a plaǁe like Calipatȍia, it’s doǘ-eat-doǘ. 8ou ǘet ȍespeǁt oȍ Θou take
ȍespeǁt. The Θaȍd is alΒaΘs oǷ the Αeȍǘe oǗ ΑioleǷǁe. 8ou ǁaǷ’t tȍust ǷoǀodΘ iǷ
theȍe.

DuȍiǷǘ ȍeǁ tiǶe, I ǀeǁaǶe a ǶoǷsteȍ oǷ that Βeiǘht pile. ChaǷǷeled ǶΘ
Ǘoǁus aǷd aǘǘȍessioǷ iǷto ǘettiǷǘ stȍoǷǘeȍ. It Βas ǀaǁk to Βhat JaǶo had tauǘht
Ƕe Θeaȍs ǀeǗoȍe at Soledad. That iȍoǷ pile kept Ƕe saǷe. It keeps a lot oǗ ǘuΘs
saǷe. IǷ a plaǁe like that Θou ǁaǷ lose Θouȍ ǶiǷd iǷ Ǘouȍ oȍ ϯΑe ǶoǷths—ǷeΑeȍ
ǶiǷd ϯΑe Θeaȍs. TΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe Θeaȍs. ThiȍtΘ-ϯΑe Θeaȍs…



The Suȍeños had the laȍǘest aǷd Ƕost uǷiϯed oȍǘaǷizatioǷ, ǀut theȍe Βeȍe
stȍoǷǘ ǗaǁtioǷs oǗ Cȍips aǷd Bloods ǗȍoǶ Αaȍious sets. AǘaiǷ, ǷoǀodΘ ǘiΑes a
Ǘuǁk iǗ Θou Βeȍe a plaΘeȍ out iǷ the stȍeets. Theȍe aȍe Ƿo distiǷǁtioǷs ǀetΒeeǷ aǷ
aϩliate aǷd aǷ aǁtiΑe ǘaǷǘ ǶeǶǀeȍ. 2e had a ǁouple oǗ HaȍleǶ OGs oǷ ǶΘ
Θaȍd. AǷΘ seȍious iǷteȍǷal issues ǀeiǷǘ Ƕade aǀout the HaȍleǶ ǁaȍ, I Βas usuallΘ
paȍt oǗ the deǁisioǷ ǶakiǷǘ.

EΑeȍΘ daΘ, Θou’ȍe tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘo aǀout Θouȍ ȍoutiǷe, pȍoduǁtiΑelΘ, Βhile iǷ the
ǀaǁk oǗ Θouȍ ǶiǷd, Θou’ȍe also pȍepaȍed to ǘo to Βaȍ. IǗ it’s a ȍaǁial situatioǷ, iǗ
the Suȍeños oȍ the ΒhiteǀoΘs haΑe a pȍoǀleǶ Βith us Blaǁks, Θou doǷ’t stop to
ask ȌuestioǷs; Θou’Αe ǘot to iǶǶediatelΘ ϯǘht aloǷǘside Θouȍ ȍaǁe.

A ȍaǁial situatioǷ Ƕiǘht happeǷ at eiǘht iǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ aǷd the Suȍeños’
shot-ǁalleȍ Βould saΘ: ঐToǷiǘht, ǶaǷdatoȍΘ, eΑeȍΘǀodΘ ǁoǶe to the Θaȍd. 2e
takiǷ’ oϦ oǷ the Blaǁks.঑ TheΘ Ƕake suȍe eΑeȍΘ last ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ that’s
HispaǷiǁ is oǷ the Θaȍd Βith theiȍ kǷiΑes oǷ theǶ aǷd theiȍ ǀoots tied. Oȍ the
Blaǁks ǁaǷ do the saǶe thiǷǘ. EΑeȍΘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ has to Ǘall iǷ liǷe, oȍ he ǁaǷ
eΗpeǁt to ǘet DP’ed ǀΘ his oΒǷ people.

The ǶaiǷ ȍeasoǷ I ΒasǷ’t iǷ touǁh Βith aǷΘoǷe—Ǘoȍ Θeaȍs—Βas ǀeǁause I
had suǁh a ঐBuǁk Roǘeȍs঑ ǷuǶǀeȍ, I still hadǷ’t Βȍapped ǶΘ head aȍouǷd it. IǷ
the stȍeet, ΒheǷ Θou ǁatǁh a loǷǘ-ass seǷteǷǁe, Βe ǁall it a ঐBuǁk Roǘeȍs঑ ǀid. It’s
like, ঐDaǶǷ, ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ, ǀΘ the tiǶe Θou ǁoǶe hoǶe, theΘ’ll haΑe ϲΘiǷǘ ǁaȍs
aǷd shit!঑

2e used to joke aǀout it ΒheǷ I Βas out iǷ the Ǘȍee Βoȍld, ǀut iǷside
Calipatȍia—shit, theȍe ΒasǷ’t ǷothiǷǘ ǗuǷǷΘ aǀout it.

Foȍ a loǷǘ tiǶe, I just Ƿeeded to ǀe aloǷe.
FiǷallΘ, aǗteȍ Ƕoȍe thaǷ thȍee Θeaȍs, I deǁided to ǁall oǷe oǗ the ǷuǶǀeȍs I had

Ǘoȍ Iǁe’s oϩǁe, Ƿot suȍe Βho Βas ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe theȍe.
TȍoǶe aǷsΒeȍed. ঐSpike!঑ he shouts. ঐEΑeȍΘǀodΘ ΒoǷdeȍed Βhat happeǷed

to Θou!঑
I ǀȍouǘht hiǶ up to speed. ঐ8eah, ǶaǷ, I ǘot ǁoǷΑiǁted at tȍial. At ϯȍst the

DA ΒaǷted to ǘiΑe Ƕe the death peǷaltΘ. Beat that, ǀut Βe had a seǁoǷd tȍial
Βith speǁial ǁiȍǁuǶstaǷǁes—theΘ Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘiΑe Ƕe L2OP. TheΘ ǘaΑe Ƕe
tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe plus I had to take a deal Ǘoȍ teǷ Ƕoȍe Θeaȍs.঑ I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ
telliǷǘ hiǶ, ঐI doǷ’t kǷoΒ hoΒ the Ǘuǁk I’Ƕ supposed to do thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe,



TȍoǶe. 8ou kǷoΒ I aiǷ’t Ƿo Βeak-ass ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ! I aiǷ’t ǘoǷǷa take ǶΘ oΒǷ
liǗe oȍ ǷothiǷ’ sillΘ like that—ǀut hoΒ the ǭuǗk aǶ I supposed to do thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe to
liǗe?঑

I ΒaǷted to talk to Iǁe that daΘ, ǀut he ΒasǷ’t aȍouǷd. TȍoǶe ǘaΑe Ƕe a ǗeΒ
ΒiǷdoΒs to ǁall ǀaǁk.

At that tiǶe, Iǁe Βas still talkiǷǘ to ǘuΘs ǁalliǷǘ ǗȍoǶ iǷside. Lateȍ oǷ, Iǁe
ǁhaǷǘed the poliǁΘ—oǷlΘ ǁeȍtaiǷ desiǘǷated people Βould aǷsΒeȍ the phoǷe.
MostlΘ Al P. oȍ SeaǷ E. SeaǷ oȍ soǶetiǶes ǶΘ ǁousiǷ Riǁh Βould ǀe at that
ǷuǶǀeȍ. TheǷ theΘ Βould pass Θouȍ Ƕessaǘe oǷ to Iǁe. Just to pȍoΑide a ǀuϦeȍ
Ǘoȍ hiǶ.

I’Ƕ ǁalliǷǘ ǗȍoǶ a Βall phoǷe at pȍisoǷ, aǷd the ǁalls ǘo thȍouǘh the toΒeȍ—
ǶeaǷiǷǘ, the poliǁe listeǷ to eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ Θou saΘ—so Βe’Αe ǘot to ǀe ǁaȍeǗul.
EspeǁiallΘ talkiǷǘ diȍeǁtlΘ to Iǁe, siǷǁe he’s the ǀaǁkǀoǷe oǗ ouȍ Βhole
oȍǘaǷizatioǷ.

FiǷallΘ, I ȍeaǁh Iǁe iǷ his ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ studio, aǷd I ǁaǷ heaȍ the paiǷ iǷ his Αoiǁe.
ঐMaǷ, Βe heaȍd Βhat happeǷed, Spike,঑ he said. ঐ2heȍe Θou at ǷoΒ?঑
ঐI’Ƕ at Calipatȍia State PȍisoǷ, IǶpeȍial 0alleΘ, ȍiǘht Ƿeaȍ the AȍizoǷa

ǀoȍdeȍ.঑ I told hiǶ aǀout ǶΘ oȍiǘiǷal seǷteǷǁe, plus teǷ Ƕoȍe Θeaȍs. ঐThiȍtΘ-ϯΑe
to liǗe. Like I Βas telliǷǘ TȍoǶe, I doǷ’t kǷoΒ hoΒ I’Ƕ supposed to do this kiǷd
oǗ tiǶe.঑

ঐMaǷ, Θou should haΑe ǁalled Ƕe,঑ Iǁe saΘs. ঐMaΘǀe I ǁould haΑe helped.
2hΘ didǷ’t Θou ȍeaǁh out?঑

ঐListeǷ, I didǷ’t haΑe ǷoǀodΘ ǁoǶe to the tȍial, I just Ǘaǁed that shit solo, the
ΒaΘ a ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ is supposed to Ǘaǁe it. I staΘed doΒǷ, ǶaǷ. I didǷ’t ΒaǷt
ǷoǀodΘ theȍe—ǶΘ ǶoǶ, ǶΘ sisteȍs, ǷoǀodΘ. I daǶǷ suȍe ΒasǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ to ǁall
Θou, ǀeǁause I kǷoΒ Θou’ȍe out theȍe doiǷǘ Θouȍ thiǷǘ. 8ouȍ ǁaȍeeȍ is ǘoiǷǘ
ǘȍeat. AǷd Θou kǷoΒ Ƕe, ǶaǷ, I aiǷ’t ǷeΑeȍ ǘoǷǷa ǀȍiǷǘ Ƿo heat oǷ Θou. I
ΒasǷ’t ǘoǷǷa ǁall Θouȍ phoǷes aǷd ǀȍiǷǘ shit oǷ Θou that has ǷothiǷǘ to do Βith
Θou. IǗ the ǁops asked Ƕe aǷΘthiǷǘ aǀout Θou, I said, ঒I doǷ’t kǷoΒ Ƿo Iǁe-T! Go
Ǘuǁk ΘouȍselǗ!’ ঑

He didǷ’t kǷoΒ the Βhole stoȍΘ oǗ hoΒ I Βas ǗaǁiǷǘ the death peǷaltΘ, ǀut I
told hiǶ. He kept saΘiǷǘ he ΒaǷted to help, ǀut ǀesides seǷdiǷǘ a little ǶoǷeΘ



Ǘoȍ ǶΘ ǁaǷteeǷ, Βhat ǁould he do? Theȍe Βas ǷothiǷǘ he ǁould do. The oǷlΘ
peȍsoǷ Βho ǁould help Βas Ȍe.

I ǁould heaȍ it iǷ Iǁe’s Αoiǁe—the huȍt. I Βas telliǷǘ hiǶ the details aǀout ǶΘ
ǁase aǷd ǶΘ seǷteǷǁe, ǀut Βhat ǁould Iǁe saΘ? He Βas just listeǷiǷǘ. All he ǁould
do Βas listeǷ.

Beǁause, ȍeallΘ, Βhat Ǘaȍ Θou saΘ to a ǘuΘ doiǷǘ thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe?

ICE

HoǷestlΘ, ΒheǷ a ǘuΘ ǘoes to pȍisoǷ oǷ a liǗe seǷteǷǁe, to a lot oǗ people it’s like
he died. That’s ΒheǷ Θou ϯǷd out Βho’s ȍeallΘ ǘot Θouȍ ǀaǁk. A lot oǗ people
Θou thouǘht Βeȍe Θouȍ hoǶies leaΑe Θou Ǘoȍ dead. PȍettΘ sooǷ, theΘ Ǘoȍǘet Θou
eΑeǷ eΗisted.

ThiǷk aǀout it Ǘoȍ a ǶiǷute. HoΒ ǶaǷΘ people do Θou see oǷ a ȍeǘulaȍ ǀasis
that Βould Ƿotiǁe iǗ Θou siǶplΘ disappeaȍed? IǗ Θou ΒeǷt ǁoǶpletelΘ oϦ the
ǘȍid? OǗ ǁouȍse, Θouȍ ǗaǶilΘ Βould ǀe aϦeǁted. But iǗ it’s a ǗȍieǷd aǷd soǶeoǷe
Θou haǷǘ out Βith soǁiallΘ aǷd oǷe daΘ Θou ΑaǷish, theΘ Ƕiǘht Ƿot eΑeǷ Ƿotiǁe
Ǘoȍ a loǷǘ tiǶe. AǷd ΒheǷ theΘ do—Βell, Ǘoȍ a lot oǗ people, ঐout oǗ siǘht, out
oǗ ǶiǷd.঑ 2heǷ these ǘuΘs ǘet Buǁk Roǘeȍs ǷuǶǀeȍs, ǀids oǗ tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe,
thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe, L2OP, theΘ teǁhǷiǁallΘ are out oǗ Θouȍ liǗe—ǀeǁause Θou’Αe
ǘot to keep doiǷǘ Θouȍ thiǷǘ. 8ou’ȍe out theȍe ǘȍiǷdiǷǘ, ǶakiǷǘ ǶoΑes,
pȍoǘȍessiǷǘ, haΑiǷǘ Θouȍ oΒǷ ups aǷd doΒǷs. MeaǷΒhile, theΘ’ȍe stuǁk. It’s like
theΘ’ȍe ǗȍozeǷ iǷ tiǶe.

HeaȍiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ Spike ǀehiǷd the Βall aǗteȍ so ǶaǷΘ Θeaȍs, to Ƕe that Βas the
staȍkest ȍealizatioǷ oǗ the Ǘaǁt that Βe Βeȍe tΒo ΑeȍΘ siǶilaȍ ǘuΘs Βho’d ǀeeǷ oǷ
the saǶe path, ǘoiǷǘ iǷ the saǶe diȍeǁtioǷ, aǷd ǷoΒ ouȍ tȍajeǁtoȍies had split so
ȍadiǁallΘ.

2e’ȍe Ƿot iǷ diϦeȍeǷt paȍts oǗ SoutheȍǷ CaliǗoȍǷia—Βe’ȍe iǷ diϦeȍeǷt
ǗuǁkiǷǘ uȍi͎erses.

Spike’s ǁalliǷǘ Ƕe ǗȍoǶ that phoǷe oǷ the Βall iǷ a LeΑel I0 pȍisoǷ aǷd I ǁaǷ
heaȍ it iǷ his Αoiǁe: he’s stȍiǁtlΘ iǷ suȍΑiΑal Ƕode. EΑeȍΘ daΘ iǷside he’s ǶakiǷǘ
liǗe-oȍ-death deǁisioǷs. EΑeǷ the littlest shit iǷ pȍisoǷ ǁaǷ ǀe a ǶaǷdatoȍΘ ϯǘht to



ǶaiǷtaiǷ ȍespeǁt. He’s holdiǷǘ his oΒǷ, Ƿo douǀt, ǀut he’s stuǁk iǷ the ǀoΒels
oǗ the deΑil.

AǷd Ȍy uǷiΑeȍse? Shit, ΒheǷ I ǘot that ǁall ǗȍoǶ that peǷiteǷtiaȍΘ iǷ the
IǶpeȍial 0alleΘ, I Βas iǷ ǶΘ ǷeΒ house up iǷ the HollΘΒood Hills. The plaǁe
Βas huǘe—aǀout teǷ thousaǷd sȌuaȍe Ǘeet, suȍȍouǷded ǀΘ palǶ tȍees, iǷdooȍ
sΒiǶǶiǷǘ pool Βith ȍetȍaǁtaǀle ȍooǗ, all kiǷds oǗ sǁulptuȍes aǷd paiǷtiǷǘs aǷd
aȌuaȍiuǶs. I had aǀout teǷ ǁaȍs, iǷǁludiǷǘ a LaǶǀoȍǘhiǷi Diaǀlo, a RaǷǘe
RoΑeȍ, aǷd a Rolls-RoΘǁe. I ǶeaǷ, as Ǘaȍ as Ƕateȍial thiǷǘs ǘo, it Βas pȍoǀaǀlΘ
the peak oǗ ǶΘ hiǘh-ȍolliǷǘ eȍa. I Βas ϯǷaǷǁiǷǘ a ȍeal eΗpeǷsiΑe liǗestΘle.

2e’d iǷΑested a lot oǗ ǶoǷeΘ to ǀuild a state-oǗ-the-aȍt ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ studio ȍiǘht
iǷ the ǁȍiǀ—the Cȍaǁkhouse Βe ǁalled it—aǷd Βe ǁould Ƕake ouȍ alǀuǶs at
hoǶe. BehiǷd the ǶiΗiǷǘ ǀoaȍd, I had a ǀuttoǷ I ǁould push aǷd the Βhole ǀaǁk
Βall Βould ȍetȍaǁt to ȍeΑeal this shaȍk taǷk—I ǶeaǷ, I Βas plaΘiǷǘ at soǶe JaǶes
BoǷd ΑillaiǷ–tΘpe shit!

But those ǁalls ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ ǀoΘs iǷ the peǷiteǷtiaȍies Βeȍe alΒaΘs like ǶΘ ȍealitΘ
ǁheǁk. TheΘ kept Ƕe ǘȍouǷded. It ΒasǷ’t loǷǘ aǗteȍ I talked to Spike that I ΒeǷt
iǷto the studio aǷd Ƕade the soǷǘ ঐI Must StaǷd,঑ oǷe oǗ ǶΘ Ƕost
autoǀioǘȍaphiǁal ȍeǁoȍds:

Streets oǭ aȍǮer, trouǖle aȍd ǗriȌe
I had it hard, had to sleep iȍ Ȍy Ǘar soȌetiȌes
But I ȍe͎er let aȍother player see Ȍe do͏ȍ
I kept Ȍy ǭroȍt up, Ȍy Ǯear Ǘleaȍ
E͎eȍ ͏heȍ ǗheǗkiȍ’ Ȍiȍor Ǯreeȍ

The Ƕusiǁal tȍaǁk is doΒǷ-teǶpo, soǶǀeȍ. I’Ƕ ǀȍeakiǷǘ it all doΒǷ: ǀeiǷǘ
oȍphaǷed at a ΘouǷǘ aǘe, eǷdiǷǘ up iǷ L.A., ǀeiǷǘ a teeǷ paȍeǷt, ǘoiǷǘ iǷto the
ǶilitaȍΘ, ǀeǁoǶiǷǘ a hustleȍ aǷd plaΘeȍ—ǀasiǁallΘ hoΒ I ǁaǶe ǗȍoǶ Βheȍe I
ǁaǶe ǗȍoǶ, hoΒ I eǷded up Βheȍe I eǷded up at. 2e had aǷ iǷteȍlude that Βas
like a sǷapshot oǗ that ǶoǶeǷt iǷ ǶΘ liǗe:

What?
Daff is dead?



Carter Ǯot t͏eȍty-fi͎e years?
Spike, thirty-fi͎e to liǭe?
Nah, doȍ’t tell Ȍe B.O.’s dead, Ȍaȍ
I doȍ’t ͏aȍȍa hear that, Ȍaȍ
I ͏as just ͏ith hiȌ

2e just ȍeeǷaǁted all the ǀad ǷeΒs I Βas ǘettiǷǘ at that tiǶe oΑeȍ the phoǷe.
Miǁhael Caȍteȍ, M.C., aǷotheȍ ǁlose plaΘeȍ ǗȍieǷd, had ǁauǘht a loǷǘ ǀid. B.O.,
oǷe oǗ the dudes I Βas ǁlose to iǷ the Zulu NatioǷ, had just ǘotteǷ Ƕuȍdeȍed iǷ
the BȍoǷΗ. All this stuϦ Βas happeǷiǷǘ at the saǶe tiǶe Βe ǗouǷd out Spike ǘot
thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe.

2e kǷoΒ that Ƕusiǁ ȍeaǁhes theǶ oǷ the iǷside, so that Βas Ƕoȍe thaǷ just a
shout-out oǷ a ȍeǁoȍd; it Βas a ΒaΘ oǗ seǷdiǷǘ soǶe loΑe to Spike, lettiǷǘ hiǶ
kǷoΒ, ঐ8o, Βe’ȍe thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout Θou, hoǶie. 2e kǷoΒ Θou’ȍe stuǁk aǷd Βe’ȍe
heȍe iǷ the studio iǷ HollΘΒood, ǀut Θou’ȍe still oǷ ouȍ ǶiǷds.঑

AǷd to the Βoȍld, it Βas Ƕe addiǷǘ Θet aǷotheȍ ǁhapteȍ oǗ the ǁautioǷaȍΘ tale
I’Ƕ alΒaΘs telliǷǘ iǷ ǶΘ Ƕusiǁ: These aȍe Iǁe’s real ǗȍieǷds. These aȍe real plaΘeȍs
aǷd ǘaǷǘsteȍs Βho used to ǀe out iǷ the Βoȍld Βith Iǁe—ǀalliǷǘ, hustliǷǘ, doiǷǘ
ǀiǘ thiǷǘs—aǷd ǷoΒ theΘ’ȍe eitheȍ dead oȍ iǷ pȍisoǷ.

IǷ the ϯǷal Αeȍse I saΘ:

The ǮaȌe is ͎iǗious, ȍo retireȌeȍt, you die youȍǮ
Listeȍ to a ǭake, he ȌiǮht tell you to Ǯraǖ a Ǯuȍ
I Ǯet phoȍe Ǘalls ǭroȌ ǗoȍdeȌȍed ro͏
Brothers I raȍ ͏ith, ǖrothers I really kȍo͏
They tell Ȍe, ࣮IǗe you Ǯot ȌuǗh lo͎e iȍ the peȍ,
You’re the oȍe that Ǯot a͏ay, doȍ’t ͏aȍȍa see you iȍ࣯
They tell Ȍe, ࣮Tell the little hoȌies the deal
Doȍ’t let ’eȌ ǗoȌe up iȍ this hellish haǖitat oǭ shaȍks aȍd steel.࣯

SPIKE



HeaȍiǷǘ the soǷǘ ঐI Must StaǷd঑ iǷ Calipatȍia Βas heaΑΘ—ΒheǷ I ǘot it oǷ
ǁassette aǷd listeǷed to it oǷ the ǀooǶ ǀoΗ iǷ ǶΘ ǁell, I ǶeaǷ, theȍe Βas a lot oǗ
ǶiΗed eǶotioǷs. OǷ the oǷe haǷd, Iǁe is lettiǷǘ Ƕe kǷoΒ I’Ƕ oǷ his ǶiǷd, ǀut
at the saǶe tiǶe, it’s a ȍeǶiǷdeȍ that I’Ƕ stuǁk—Ƕiǘht ǷeΑeȍ ǁoǶe hoǶe.

It Βas siǶilaȍ ǶiΗed ǗeeliǷǘs ΒheǷ Iǁe shoΒed up oǷ the T0 iǷ ǶΘ ǁell oǷe
Ƿiǘht. The ǷeΗt daΘ e͎eryoȍe iǷ Calipatȍia Βas talkiǷǘ aǀout hiǶ. EΑeȍΘthiǷǘ iǷ a
LeΑel I0 is so stȍuǁtuȍed aǷd ǁoǷtȍolled, little thiǷǘs like Θouȍ T0 pȍoǘȍaǶs
ǀeǁoǶe supeȍ iǶpoȍtaǷt. 8ou’ll plaǷ out a Βhole Βeek ǀased oǷ Βhat Θou’ȍe
tȍΘiǷǘ to Βatǁh. SoǶe dudes Βatǁh the eΑeǷiǷǘ ǷeΒs ȍeliǘiouslΘ. Oȍ the Lakeȍs
ǘaǶes.

2e had a thiȍteeǷ-iǷǁh T0 iǷ ouȍ ǁell, aǷd eΑeȍΘ ThuȍsdaΘ Ƿiǘht, I Βould
Βatǁh Ne͏ York UȍderǗo͎er. Beǁause it Βas aǷ uȍǀaǷ dȍaǶa Βith ΘouǷǘ Blaǁk
aǷd HispaǷiǁ staȍs, ǀeǁause theΘ Ǘeatuȍed so Ƕuǁh hip-hop, that Βas oǷe oǗ the
shoΒs that people iǷ pȍisoǷ Βatǁhed eΑeȍΘ Βeek. AǷd out oǗ the ǁleaȍ ǀlue, oǷe
ThuȍsdaΘ eΑeǷiǷǘ, I see Iǁe as a ǘuest staȍ!

What the ǭuǗk?
I just Ǘȍeeze, ǘlued to the T0, ΒoǷdeȍiǷǘ Βheȍe this plotliǷe is ǘoiǷǘ. Iǁe is

plaΘiǷǘ this ǁheǶist dȍuǘ kiǷǘpiǷ DaǷǷΘ Coȍt. TheΘ ǁall hiǶ ঐDaǷǷΘ Up.঑
Iǁe ȍeallΘ ǖeǗaȌe that ǁhaȍaǁteȍ; he tȍaǷsǗoȍǶed iǷto that ǁȍazΘ ǁheǶist.

AǘǘȍessiΑe. 0iǷdiǁtiΑe. PsΘǁhopathiǁ. SiǷisteȍ as Ǘuǁk. He’s the aȍǁhǷeǶesis to
Malik 8oǀa’s ǁhaȍaǁteȍ J. C. 2illiaǶs. Theȍe’s this ǶoǶeǷt ΒheǷ DaǷǷΘ Up
shoΒs up uǷeΗpeǁtedlΘ at the dooȍ Βith a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ȍoses Ǘoȍ J. C.’s pȍeǘǷaǷt
ϯaǷǁée, SaǷdΘ, aǷd I’Ƕ saΘiǷǘ, ঐLook at ǶΘ ǀoΘ ϯΗiǷ’ to take this ǀȍoad out!঑
AǷd that’s Βhat he did. DaǷǷΘ killed heȍ Βith a ǶaǁhiǷe ǘuǷ, ȍiǘht ǀeǗoȍe the
ΒeddiǷǘ daΘ—shit, it ǀleΒ ǶΘ ǶiǷd.

That ǀeǁaǶe a deϯǷiǷǘ ǶoǶeǷt iǷ Calipatȍia. DaǶǷ Ƿeaȍ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ iǷ the
pȍisoǷ Βas ΒatǁhiǷǘ that episode, aǷd the ǷeΗt daΘ, it’s all Θou heaȍd dudes
talkiǷǘ aǀout oǷ the Θaȍd.

ঐ8ou see Ne͏ York UȍderǗo͎er last Ƿiǘht? That Ƿiǘǘa Iǁe Βas Βild.঑
ঐIǁe Βas Βith the ǀusiǷess, ǶaǷ.঑
I’Ƕ listeǷiǷǘ to people saΘiǷǘ all this shit, ǀut I’Ƕ hesitaǷt to joiǷ iǷ. I ǁaǷ’t

saΘ Βhat’s ȍeallΘ iǷ ǶΘ head. I ǁaǷ’t tell aǷΘ oǗ these ǘuΘs, ঐ8eah, that’s ǶΘ ǀoΘ.



Dude’s like a ǀȍotheȍ to Ƕe.঑
I ǁaǷ’t tell theǶ that loǷǘ ǀeǗoȍe the ǗaǶe, this is a plaΘeȍ Βho I ȍaǷ Βith, this

is a ǘuΘ I hit liǁks Βith, this is a ǀȍotheȍ Βho slept oǷ ǶΘ ǶoǶ’s ǁouǁh.
2heǷ Θou’ȍe iǷ a LeΑel I0 pȍisoǷ, ǷoǀodΘ ΒaǷts to heaȍ all that shit. Fiȍst

oϦ, ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs thiǷk Θou’ȍe lΘiǷǘ. ঐOh, Θou kǷoΒ Iǁe-T? TheǷ Βhat the
Ǘuǁk aȍe Θou doiǷǘ heȍe? HoΒ’d Θou eǷd up ǁatǁhiǷǘ a liǗe seǷteǷǁe? 2hat
happeǷed?঑

TheΘ thiǷk ǀeǁause Θou’Αe ǘot a suǁǁessǗul ǗȍieǷd, he ǁaǷ soǶehoΒ uǷdo the
Ƕistakes Θou’Αe Ƕade oǷ Θouȍ o͏ȍ.

Also, the ǶeǷtalitΘ oǗ the dudes iǷ a LeΑel I0 is diϦeȍeǷt ǗȍoǶ otheȍ pȍisoǷs.
IǷ a LeΑel I oȍ LeΑel II, Θou Ƕiǘht ǀe aȍouǷd ǘuΘs doiǷǘ eiǘhteeǷ ǶoǷths oȍ
thȍee Θeaȍs, so theΘ’Αe still ǘot theiȍ ǶiǷd oǷ the stȍeets, oǷ ǁoǶiǷǘ hoǶe sooǷ.
But iǷ a LeΑel I0, the aΑeȍaǘe ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ is doiǷǘ soǶe seȍious tiǶe. FiǗteeǷ
oȍ tΒeǷtΘ Θeaȍs at a ǶiǷiǶuǶ. AǷd Θou ǘot ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs Βith Buǁk Roǘeȍs
ǷuǶǀeȍs. FiǗtΘ Θeaȍs. OǷe huǷdȍed Θeaȍs. TΒo huǷdȍed Θeaȍs. L2OP. TheΘ’Αe
alȍeadΘ aǁǁepted that pȍisoǷ is theiȍ ȍealitΘ. FoȍeΑeȍ. TheΘ kǷoΒ theΘ aiǷ’t ǷeΑeȍ
leaΑiǷǘ aliΑe. 2heǷ theΘ ǘet out, it’ll ǀe Ǘeetϯȍst, iǷ a ǀodΘ ǀaǘ oǷ a ǘuȍǷeΘ.

These dudes doǷ’t ǘiΑe a Ǘuǁk aǀout Βho Θou used to ȍuǷ Βith. TheΘ doǷ’t
ǘiΑe a Ǘuǁk aǀout Βho Θou kǷoΒ that’s ǗaǶous. TheΘ doǷ’t ΒaǷt to heaȍ Θouȍ
Βaȍ stoȍies ǗȍoǶ the stȍeets. TheΘ just ΒaǷt to ǀe leǗt aloǷe, tȍΘiǷǘ to do theiȍ
tiǶe pȍoduǁtiΑelΘ, hittiǷǘ that iȍoǷ pile. LiΑiǷǘ ΒhateΑeȍ little pieǁe oǗ liǗe
theΘ’Αe ǘot leǗt. TheΘ’ȍe tȍΘiǷǘ to Ƕake it thȍouǘh theiȍ pȍisoǷ eΗisteǷǁe,
ǶoǶeǷt ǀΘ ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǶoǶeǷt.

2heǷeΑeȍ I heaȍ Iǁe’s ǷaǶe ǶeǷtioǷed, I’Ƕ telliǷǘ ǶΘselǗ, That’s Ȍy Ǘre͏,
that’s Ȍy ǭaȌily, that’s part oǭ ͏ho I aȌ.

But I kept all ǶΘ thouǘhts to ǶΘselǗ.
EΑeȍΘ ǷeΒ step that Iǁe took iǷ his ǁaȍeeȍ, I Βas pȍoud oǗ hiǶ. EΗtȍeǶelΘ

pȍoud. FȍoǶ hip-hop to heaΑΘ Ƕetal, staȍȍiǷǘ iǷ ǶoΑies aǷd oǷ T0, he Βas
ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ ǀȍeakiǷǘ ǀaȍȍieȍs—I ǁould see hoΒ his liǗe Βas just steadilΘ headiǷǘ
upΒaȍd.

I’Ƕ lookiǷǘ at it all thȍouǘh the leǷs oǗ a thiȍteeǷ-iǷǁh teleΑisioǷ iǷ ǶΘ hot-
as-hell pȍisoǷ ǁell. AǷd I’Ƕ also ǗeeliǷǘ deǶoȍalized. I’Ƕ ǗeeliǷǘ doΒǷ. Beǁause I
kǷoΒ I should haΑe ǀeeǷ out theȍe Ǘoȍ all oǗ this. 2heǷ the Βhole Θaȍd Βas



talkiǷǘ aǀout hoΒ dope Iǁe Βas oǷ Ne͏ York UȍderǗo͎er, I just kept telliǷǘ
ǶΘselǗ:

Maȍ, you ǭuǗked up!
I had ǀeeǷ paȍt oǗ soǶethiǷǘ speǁial. I Βas ǘoiǷǘ plaǁes, ǀeǗoȍe I ǁauǘht this

liǗe seǷteǷǁe. IǷ Calipatȍia, it Ǘelt like I Βas ǀaǷished to the deseȍt, eΗiled ǗȍoǶ
the kiǷǘdoǶ.

ICE

WheǷ I did that ȍole oǗ DaǷǷΘ Coȍt oǷ Ne͏ York UȍderǗo͎er, it ȍeallΘ hit
hoǶe Βith a lot oǗ the ǀȍotheȍs Βho Βeȍe loǁked up. That paȍtiǁulaȍ shoΒ lit up
the peǷiteǷtiaȍies. OǷ the iǷside, teleΑisioǷ ǘets plaΘed oΑeȍ aǷd oΑeȍ. Dudes
ǁaǷ’t ǷeǁessaȍilΘ Βatǁh ǷeΒ ǶoΑies—doǷ’t see the stuϦ that ǁoǶes out iǷ the
theateȍs—ǀut a populaȍ T0 shoΒ deϯǷitelΘ peǷetȍates the Βalls.

I ΒasǷ’t eΑeǷ plaǷǷiǷǘ oǷ ǘettiǷǘ iǷto T0. BΘ ࡶࡺࡺࡲ, I had a ǗeΒ solid ǶoΑies
uǷdeȍ ǶΘ ǀelt: Trespass, RiǗoǗhet, aǷd Sur͎i͎iȍǮ the GaȌe. But takiǷǘ oǷ the ȍole
oǗ DaǷǷΘ Coȍt ȍeallΘ ǁhaǷǘed the Βhole ȍest oǗ ǶΘ ǁaȍeeȍ, ǀeǁause it Βas ǶΘ ϯȍst
tiǶe ΒoȍkiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Diǁk 2olǗ. It led to Ƕe laǷdiǷǘ a ȍole oǷ La͏ & Order aǷd
ȍeloǁatiǷǘ ǶΘ Βhole liǗe to NeΒ 8oȍk.

OǷe oǗ ǶΘ Ƕottoes is ঐ8ou doǷ’t ǘuide liǗe; Θou ȍide liǗe.঑ AǘaiǷ, Ƕe
tȍaǷsitioǷiǷǘ to T0 just happeǷed kiǷd oǗ ȍaǷdoǶlΘ, ǀeǁause I Βas sittiǷǘ
aȍouǷd talkiǷǘ shit.

I Βas at ǶΘ house Βith ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd Faǀ ࡶ FȍeddΘ. 2e Βeȍe ǀΘ ǶΘ pool
ǁhoppiǷǘ it up. FȍeddΘ Βas iǷ oǷe oǗ his aȍtistiǁ zoǷes, haΑiǷǘ soǶe Βild ǁȍeatiΑe
idea aǀout hoΒ I should ǀuild a plaǷetaȍiuǶ iǷ ǶΘ house, aǷd he ǘot a phoǷe
ǁall ǗȍoǶ AǷdȍe Haȍȍell—ȍest iǷ peaǁe. FȍeddΘ said, ঐ8o, I’Ƕ sittiǷǘ heȍe Βith
Iǁe-T.঑

ঐHeΘ, tell Iǁe to ǁoǶe oǷ Ne͏ York UȍderǗo͎er.঑
AǷdȍe Βas oǷe oǗ the pȍoduǁeȍs oǗ the shoΒ. I’d kǷoΒǷ hiǶ Ǘoȍ Θeaȍs, siǷǁe

he Βas ȍappiǷǘ iǷ the duo Dȍ. JeǁkΘll & Mȍ. HΘde.
I staȍted teasiǷǘ hiǶ. ঐFuǁk Θouȍ shoΒ, ǶaǷ! It’s just a ȍip-oϦ oǗ Ne͏ JaǗk

City.঑



ঐOh, Θou’ȍe too ǖiǮ to help a ǀȍotheȍ ǷoΒ that Θou’ȍe liΑiǷǘ iǷ the
HollΘΒood Hills?঑

ঐDiǘ, ǘiΑe Ƕe a ǀad-ǘuΘ ȍole aǷd I’ll ǁoǶe oǷ.঑
Aǁtoȍs ΒaǷt to ǘo ǗȍoǶ oǷe eΗtȍeǶe to the otheȍ. I’d doǷe ǶΘ thiǷǘ as aǷ

uǷdeȍǁoΑeȍ ǁop iǷ Ne͏ JaǗk City. NoΒ I ΒaǷted to ǀe soǶe eΑil-as-Ǘuǁk ΑillaiǷ.
ঐOkaΘ, iǗ Βe ǘet Θou a ǀad-ǘuΘ paȍt, Θou’ll do it?঑
ঐ8eah, ǘiΑe Ƕe a ǗuǁkiǷǘ siǷisteȍ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ aǷd I’Ƕ iǷ.঑
TheΘ had to sΒitǁh up the paȍt Ǘoȍ Ƕe, ǀeǁause the ȍole oǗ DaǷǷΘ Coȍt Βas

ΒȍitteǷ Ǘoȍ a Βhite aǁtoȍ. He Βas supposed to ǀe a ǀȍilliaǷt ǁheǶist Βho Βas
ǁookiǷǘ up Ƕeth—this Βas iǷ the daΘs ǀeǗoȍe Ƕost people eΑeǷ kǷeΒ Βhat
Ƕeth Βas.

TheΘ ǘot Ƕe the sǁȍipt, aǷd the pȍoduǁeȍs let Ƕe ǘo ǁȍazΘ Βith it. I ǶeaǷ, I
Βas a tȍue psΘǁhopath. I shot Malik 8oǀa’s pȍeǘǷaǷt ϯaǷǁée Βith a ǶaǁhiǷe ǘuǷ.
Held his soǷ hostaǘe aǷd plaΘed RussiaǷ ȍoulette Βith hiǶ. I had a ǀlast takiǷǘ
it to the eΗtȍeǶe. I Βas aǷ aȍǁhǁȍiǶiǷal.

AǷd aǗteȍ I did the ϯȍst episode, Diǁk 2olǗ said, ঐIǁe, I doǷ’t ΒaǷt to kill
Θouȍ ǁhaȍaǁteȍ, Βill Θou staΘ oǷ? 2e ΒaǷt Θou to do tΒo Ƕoȍe episodes.঑ I
ΒasǷ’t ǶakiǷǘ aǷΘ ǶoǷeΘ Ǘoȍ the ȍole—it Βas ǁostiǷǘ Ƕe ǶΘ eǷtiȍe ǁheǁk just to
staΘ iǷ a hotel iǷ MaǷhattaǷ Βith SeaǷ E. SeaǷ ǀeiǷǘ ǶΘ assistaǷt. So theΘ
ǀuǶped up ǶΘ aǁǁoǶǶodatioǷs to the Fouȍ SeasoǷs, took ǁaȍe oǗ SeaǷ’s
eΗpeǷses, aǷd Βe shot tΒo Ƕoȍe. That Βas the ǀeǘiǷǷiǷǘ oǗ ǶΘ histoȍΘ Βith
Diǁk 2olǗ.

2e heaȍd ǗȍoǶ a lot oǗ the ǀȍotheȍs iǷ pȍisoǷ aǀout DaǷǷΘ Coȍt—Ƿot oǷlΘ
ǗȍoǶ Spike. Ne͏ York UȍderǗo͎er Βas ȍeallΘ ǀiǘ oǷ the iǷside. The Ƕedia aǷd
ǁȍitiǁal ȍespoǷse Βas positiΑe, too. The NAACP ǘaΑe Ƕe aǷ IǶaǘe AΒaȍd Ǘoȍ
Best SuppoȍtiǷǘ Aǁtoȍ iǷ a T0 dȍaǶa.

But oǗ ǁouȍse it had to ǀe ǶiΗed ǗeeliǷǘs Ǘoȍ Spike, ΒatǁhiǷǘ all this ǘood shit
happeǷiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Ƕe, kǷoΒiǷǘ he should haΑe ǀeeǷ theȍe Ǘoȍ the Βhole ȍide. He
should haΑe ǀeeǷ haǷǘiǷǘ out Βith us at ǶΘ pool iǷ the HollΘΒood Hills, ǘoiǷǘ
to aΒaȍd shoΒs, tȍaΑeliǷǘ the Βoȍld. BeǗoȍe he ǘot loǁked up, he Βas supposed to
ǁoǶe Βith us oǷ the ϯȍst BodΘ CouǷt touȍ oǗ Euȍope iǷ 3ࡺࡺࡲ.

AǷd iǗ he’d ǀeeǷ Ǘȍee, he ͏ould haΑe ǀeeǷ theȍe. That’s the tȍuth. He Βould
haΑe ǀeeǷ paȍt oǗ all oǗ it.



SPIKE

DuȍiǷǘ those ϯȍst Θeaȍs I Βas iǷ Calipatȍia, ǀesides ǗeeliǷǘ like I Ǘuǁked up Βith
Iǁe, oǷe oǗ the ǶaiǷ thiǷǘs I Βas dealiǷǘ Βith Βas the daǶaǘe ǶΘ aǁtioǷs Βeȍe
ǁausiǷǘ ΒithiǷ ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ. Theȍe Βas a Βhole lot oǗ ǘuilt, ǶaǷ. A Βhole lot oǗ
ǘuilt.

BeǗoȍe I Ǘell, I had this uǘlΘ situatioǷ Βith ǶΘ oldest ǀȍotheȍ, TeȍȍΘ. He Βas
so Ƕuǁh oldeȍ thaǷ Ƕe—seΑeǷ Θeaȍs—ΒheǷ I Βas a little kid, I used to look up
to hiǶ as aǷ OG. He Βas ঐTuȍk,঑ oǷe oǗ the ǗouǷdiǷǘ ǘeǷeȍatioǷ oǗ the HaȍleǶ
GodǗatheȍs. He ǘot Ƕe ǶΘ ϯȍst ǁaȍ. TeȍȍΘ Βas alΒaΘs iǷ the stȍeets, ǀut he ǷeΑeȍ
Ƕade ȍeal ǶoǷeΘ—he Βas a piǶp, a sǶall-tiǶe PCP dealeȍ. HustliǷǘ-Βise, it
Βas ǶiǷoȍ-leaǘue stuϦ. He Βas ȍeallΘ Ƕoȍe aǀout the ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ liǗe.

IǷ ǶΘ eȍa, I staȍted ǶakiǷǘ Ƕajoȍ ǶoǷeΘ. AǷd theȍe Βas alΒaΘs kiǷd oǗ a
jealousΘ Ǘaǁtoȍ—TeȍȍΘ Ǘelt leǗt out. EΑeǷ thouǘh I took hiǶ oǷ a ǗeΒ liǁks, theȍe
Βas alΒaΘs a ǗeeliǷǘ like he Βas ǀeiǷǘ leǗt ǀehiǷd, alΒaΘs soǶe kiǷd oǗ teǷsioǷ
ǀetΒeeǷ us.

AǷd ȍiǘht ǀeǗoȍe I Ǘell, TeȍȍΘ stole ǗȍoǶ Ƕe. I had a ǀaǘ Βith $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡶࡳ Βoȍth
oǗ loose diaǶoǷds hiddeǷ at ǶΘ sisteȍ’s house. Those diaǶoǷds Βeȍe alȍeadΘ
sold; I had a ǗeǷǁe doΒǷtoΒǷ ȍeadΘ to ǘiΑe Ƕe $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡹ ǁash. CliǷt aǷd Ƕe hit
that liǁk toǘetheȍ, so halǗ oǗ that sǁoȍe ǀeloǷǘed to hiǶ.

TeȍȍΘ ǀȍoke iǷto ǶΘ sisteȍ’s house, ǗouǷd the ǀaǘ, aǷd stole it—ΒeǷt to the
loǁal dope dealeȍ aǷd sold a Ȍuaȍteȍ-ǶillioǷ Βoȍth oǗ diaǶoǷds Ǘoȍ a ǶeaslΘ
ouȍǗe oǗ ǁoǁaiǷe.

2heǷ I ǗouǷd out, I Βas so aǷǘȍΘ, I ΒeǷt oΑeȍ to ǶΘ sisteȍ’s lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ hiǶ.
ঐ2heȍe is that ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ? 2heǷ I ǁatǁh hiǶ, I’Ƕ ǘoǷǷa kill hiǶ.঑

MΘ Ƕotheȍ heaȍd Ƕe saΘiǷǘ all this, aǷd it shoǁked heȍ. 2heǷ Βe leǗt, CliǷt
said, ঐ8ou shouldǷ’t haΑe said all that to Θouȍ ǶoǶ. 8ou Ƿeed to ǘo ǀaǁk aǷd
apoloǘize.঑ He Βas ȍiǘht; that Βas the ϯȍst tiǶe I eΑeȍ ǁuȍsed oȍ talked like a
stȍeet dude iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ heȍ. EΑeǷ thouǘh I lost all those diaǶoǷds, I still oΒed
CliǷt his ǗoȍtΘ G’s, so that had to ǁoǶe out oǗ ǶΘ oΒǷ poǁket. I ΒeǷt ǀaǁk aǷd
apoloǘized to ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ, ǀut I Βas still Ǘuȍious. ঐFoȍǘiΑe Ƕe, MoǶ. I’Ƕ Ƿot
ǘoiǷǘ to take his liǗe, ǀut iǗ I ǁatǁh hiǶ, I aȌ ǘoiǷǘ to huȍt hiǶ.঑



TheǷ I Ǘell aǷd ǷothiǷǘ Βas ȍesolΑed ǀetΒeeǷ us. I still had all this aǷǘeȍ.
2heǷ I ϯȍst ǘot to Calipatȍia, I ǁalled ǶΘ ǶoǶ’s house aǷd ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ aǁǁepted
the ǁolleǁt ǁall.

ঐ2ho’s this?঑
ঐIt’s TeȍȍΘ.঑
HeaȍiǷǘ his Αoiǁe Βas suǁh a shoǁk, I just uǷloaded Βith ǀoth ǀaȍȍels. ঐ2hat

the Ǘuǁk aȍe Θou doiǷǘ oǷ ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ’s phoǷe? IǗ I Βould’Αe ǁauǘht Θou, I
Βould’Αe killed Θouȍ ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ ass. 8ou sold all those diaǶoǷds Ǘoȍ soǶe
ǀullshit!঑

ঐI apoloǘize, ǶaǷ, I Βas ǘettiǷǘ hiǘh. I’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ to paΘ Θou ǀaǁk.঑
ঐFuǁk Θou! 8ou aiǷ’t ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ Ƿo Ƕoȍe. 8ou aiǷ’t shit. Put ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ oǷ

the phoǷe.঑
At that ǶoǶeǷt, at that phase oǗ ǶΘ liǗe, I didǷ’t haΑe eǷouǘh ǶatuȍitΘ to

ǗoȍǘiΑe ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ. I didǷ’t haΑe the ǶatuȍitΘ to uǷdeȍstaǷd the ǀattles he Βas
ϯǘhtiǷǘ Βith addiǁtioǷ. I kǷeΒ he Βas sǶokiǷǘ ǁȍaǁk. I kǷeΒ he Βas hooked oǷ
that shit. IǷ that state oǗ ǀeiǷǘ Ǘuǁked up, hiǘh, aǷd ǷeediǷǘ ǶoǷeΘ, he stole
ǗȍoǶ Ƕe.

ThiǷkiǷǘ aǀout it ǷoΒ, the ǁȍaziest thiǷǘ is this: I Βas Ǘuȍious Βith ǶΘ
ǀȍotheȍ Ǘoȍ stealiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ Ƕe, ΒheǷ I Βas stealiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ e͎eryǖody.

I Βas ȍeadiǷǘ hiǶ the ȍiot aǁt Ǘoȍ takiǷǘ $ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡶࡳ Βoȍth oǗ diaǶoǷds ǗȍoǶ
Ƕe—ΒheǷ it Βas stoleǷ ǶeȍǁhaǷdise iǷ the ϯȍst plaǁe!

2heǷ TeȍȍΘ aǷsΒeȍed the phoǷe uǷeΗpeǁtedlΘ, I Βas so aǷǘȍΘ, I huǷǘ up oǷ
ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ. 2heǷ I ǁalled ǀaǁk a ǗeΒ daΘs lateȍ, she said, ঐBaǀΘ, I’Ƕ tȍΘiǷǘ to tell
Θou soǶethiǷǘ. 8ouȍ ǀȍotheȍ’s Ƿot usiǷǘ dȍuǘs Ƿo Ƕoȍe. He’s ǁleaǷ. He’s ǀeeǷ
ǁoǶiǷǘ to ǁhuȍǁh Βith Ƕe Ǘoȍ a loǷǘ Βhile.঑

I had a ǁhaǷǁe to Ƕake aǶeǷds Βith TeȍȍΘ, ǀut I didǷ’t. IǷstead, I ǁuȍsed hiǶ
out aǷd said he Βas dead to Ƕe. To this daΘ, that phoǷe ǁall hauǷts Ƕe, ǀeǁause
those Βeȍe the last Βoȍds I eΑeȍ spoke to ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ.

But the ǘȍeatest ǘuilt I Ǘelt Βas aǀout ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ, MaȍȌuise. 2heǷ I ϯȍst Ǘell,
ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ ǁȍied Ǘoȍ Βeeks. She Βas oǷlΘ seΑeǷ Θeaȍs old. She ΒouldǷ’t ǁoǶe
out oǗ heȍ ǀedȍooǶ. EΑeǷ thouǘh I Βas a Ǘull-tiǶe plaΘeȍ aǷd a hustleȍ, ΒheǷ



she Βas little, I tȍied to ǀe theȍe Ǘoȍ heȍ. She didǷ’t kǷoΒ I Βas liΑiǷǘ this douǀle
liǗe iǷ the stȍeets. 2heǷ I ǁaǶe ǀaǁk to the house iǷ Bakeȍsϯeld, I tuȍǷed ǶΘ
paǘeȍs oϦ, I ΒasǷ’t oǷ the phoǷe Βith ǶΘ hoǶies.

2heǷ ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ Βas sǶall, I Ƕade a poiǷt oǗ speǷdiǷǘ a lot oǗ ȌualitΘ
tiǶe Βith heȍ. TakiǷǘ heȍ skatiǷǘ, takiǷǘ heȍ to see Hulk HoǘaǷ Βȍestle. 2e
speǷt SuǷdaΘs at the ǀeaǁh oȍ at Maǘiǁ MouǷtaiǷ. DuȍiǷǘ the Βeek, I’d sit theȍe
helpiǷǘ heȍ Βith hoǶeΒoȍk.

AǷd she took so Ƕuǁh aǗteȍ Ƕe. EΑeȍΘoǷe Βould saΘ she Βas the spittiǷǘ
iǶaǘe oǗ Ƕe. AǷd siǷǁe she Βas ǶΘ oǷlΘ ǁhild, eΑeȍΘoǷe alΒaΘs asked aǀout heȍ.
ঐHoΒ’s MaȍȌuise, Spike?঑ TheΘ kǷeΒ that little ǘiȍl Βas ǶΘ heaȍt.

But ΒheǷ I Βas takeǷ iǷto ǁustodΘ iǷ Oǁtoǀeȍ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ, thiǷǘs staȍted to
deteȍioȍate ǀetΒeeǷ heȍ ǶoǶ aǷd Ƕe. BeǗoȍe the tȍial, ΒheǷ I Βas iǷ the SaǷ
Dieǘo CouǷtΘ Jail, she did dȍiΑe out theȍe to see Ƕe a ǁouple oǗ tiǶes aǷd
ǀȍouǘht ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ. I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ sittiǷǘ theȍe ǀehiǷd the ǘlass talkiǷǘ to ǶΘ
dauǘhteȍ Ǘoȍ ϯǗteeǷ ǶiǷutes oǷ the phoǷe as heȍ Ƕotheȍ held the ȍeǁeiΑeȍ to heȍ
eaȍ. AǷd she Βas puttiǷǘ heȍ little haǷds oǷ the ǘlass, aǷd I put ǶΘ haǷds aǘaiǷst
heȍ haǷds oǷ the ǘlass, palǶ to palǶ, tȍΘiǷǘ to touǁh heȍ.

I Βould just staȍe iǷto heȍ eΘes aǷd ǘet ǁloseȍ to the ǘlass uǷtil Βe Βeȍe eΘeǀall
to eΘeǀall. 2heǷ Θou’ȍe oǷ a Ƿo-ǁoǷtaǁt jail Αisit like that, Θou ǁaǷ look iǷ Θouȍ
dauǘhteȍ’s eΘes aǷd see hoΒ Ƕuǁh she loΑes Θou ǀut theȍe’s also a ǁoǷǗused
eΗpȍessioǷ, like, ঐDaddΘ, ΒhΘ aȍeǷ’t Θou ǁoǶiǷǘ hoǶe? I Ƕiss Θou!঑

I ǁaǷ ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ the ΒaΘ she’d ǁȍΘ ΒheǷ the Αisits Βould eǷd. Bȍoke ǶΘ heaȍt.
I’d ǘet ǁuϦed, aǷd as the poliǁe led Ƕe ǀaǁk to ǶΘ ǁell, I’d ǀe talkiǷǘ to ǶΘselǗ.
ঐMaǷ, I doǷ’t ΒaǷt to keep puttiǷǘ heȍ thȍouǘh all this shit.঑

AǗteȍ a Βhile heȍ Ƕotheȍ stopped eΑeǷ ǁoǶiǷǘ to the ǁouǷtΘ jail. 8ou see, it
all ǁaǶe out at tȍial that I Βas a plaΘeȍ—had diϦeȍeǷt ǀȍoads—aǷd theΘ ǁaǶe to
ǁouȍt to testiǗΘ Ǘoȍ the pȍoseǁutioǷ aǀout ǶΘ ǁhaȍaǁteȍ. TheΘ all said I Βas this
ϲashΘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ Βho alΒaΘs ǁaȍȍied a lot oǗ ǁash aǷd dȍoΑe ǗaǷǁΘ ǁaȍs aǷd all
that shit. Eaǁh oǷe oǗ these ǀȍoads testiϯed that she thouǘht she Βas ǶΘ
ǘiȍlǗȍieǷd. MΘ dauǘhteȍ’s ǶoǶ Βas the oǷlΘ oǷe Βho didǷ’t ǁoǶe to ǁouȍt to
testiǗΘ.

FȍoǶ the ǶoǶeǷt the deteǁtiΑes said theΘ Βeȍe ǘoiǷǘ to Ƕake aǷ eΗaǶple oǗ
ǶΘ ass, ǀoΘ, theΘ ǶeaǷt that shit! TheΘ had Ƕe uǷdeȍ suȍΑeillaǷǁe Ǘoȍ all those



ǶoǷths I Βas doiǷǘ Βhat I Βas doiǷǘ, aǷd that task Ǘoȍǁe Βas takiǷǘ piǁtuȍes oǗ
eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ. TheΘ had Ƕe ǁoǶiǷǘ iǷ aǷd out oǗ the hoǶes oǗ diϦeȍeǷt ǀȍoads, oȍ
theǶ ȍidiǷǘ iǷ ǶΘ Meȍǁedes, ǶΘ CoȍΑette, aǷd ǶΘ TȍaǷs AǶ. 2heǷ I Βas
loǁked up, theΘ shoΒed all the photos to ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ’s ǶoǶ.

ঐLook, he’s ǗuǁkiǷǘ Βith this ǘiȍl aǷd he’s ǗuǁkiǷǘ Βith that ǘiȍl.঑
These ǁops Βeȍe doiǷǘ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ iǷ the ǀook to ǘet heȍ to ǁoopeȍate. AǷd

she ǷeΑeȍ Βould, ǀut it poisoǷed heȍ to the poiǷt that she ΒouldǷ’t Αisit Ƕe oȍ
eΑeǷ aǁǁept ǶΘ phoǷe ǁalls.

I Βould Βȍite heȍ letteȍs aǷd saΘ, ঐPlease ǁoǶe ǀȍiǷǘ ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ—I ΒaǷt to
see heȍ.঑ But she ΒouldǷ’t. I said, ঐAt least let heȍ heaȍ ǶΘ Αoiǁe oǷ the phoǷe, I
ΒaǷt to tell heȍ I loΑe heȍ.঑ But I ǁouldǷ’t eΑeǷ talk to ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ. Heȍ ǶoǶ
ΒouldǷ’t aǁǁept the ǁalls.

AǷd theǷ, as I staȍted to seȍΑe ǶΘ pȍisoǷ seǷteǷǁe at Calipatȍia, ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ
deǁided that she didǷ’t ΒaǷt aǷΘ kiǷd oǗ ȍelatioǷship Βith Ƕe.

I had to aǁǁept that.
I’d Βȍite letteȍs that she ΒouldǷ’t aǷsΒeȍ.
2heǷ Θou ǁatǁh a liǗe seǷteǷǁe, theȍe’s this ȍipple eϦeǁt.
2heǷ I Βas doiǷǘ tiǶe, ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ Βas doiǷǘ tiǶe. 2hΘ? Beǁause like a lot

oǗ dads to theiȍ little ǘiȍls, I Βas like heȍ SupeȍǶaǷ. AǷd ΒheǷ that ǀoǷd
ǀetΒeeǷ us Βas ǀȍokeǷ, it Βas the Βoȍst thiǷǘ that ǁaǷ happeǷ ǀetΒeeǷ a Ǘatheȍ
aǷd ǁhild.

At ϯȍst, I Βas ȍatioǷaliziǷǘ it. I Ǘelt like otheȍ people Βeȍe to ǀlaǶe—the ǁops
aǷd heȍ ǶoǶ Βeȍe ȍeǶoΑiǷǘ heȍ ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ liǗe. But ǷoΒ I’d ϲip it aȍouǷd aǷd
put it this ΒaΘ: Ȍy ǀad deǁisioǷs ȍeǶoΑed Ƕe ǗȍoǶ heȍ liǗe.

Despite all the Ƕistakes I Ƕade, Θes, I loΑed heȍ so Ƕuǁh. I still do.
2e’ȍe ǁoǷtiǷuiǷǘ to deal Βith the daǶaǘe. She’s iǷ heȍ thiȍties aǷd still Ǘeels

that I let heȍ doΒǷ. I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ heȍ saΘiǷǘ to Ƕe, ঐDad, hoΒ ǁoǶe Θou ǁouldǷ’t
stop doiǷǘ this?঑

That hauǷts Ƕe, too. Beǁause theȍe’s Ƿo aǷsΒeȍ. NothiǷǘ I ǁaǷ eΑeȍ saΘ Βill
ϯΗ the Θeaȍs oǗ huȍt. As a Ǘatheȍ, that hits Θou like a ǀodΘ ǀloΒ, heaȍiǷǘ those
Βoȍds ǗȍoǶ Θouȍ dauǘhteȍ:

ঐDad, didǷ’t Θou loΑe Ƕe eǷouǘh to stop doiǷǘ all the ΒȍoǷǘ Θou Βeȍe
doiǷǘ?঑



CHAPTER 1־

THE WEIGHT

SeȍteȍǗed to prisoȍ
Had ȍiǮǮas up aǮaiȍst real shit
ReǗipe to turȍ ȍiǮǮas iȍto Ȍoȍsters
Beȍeath theȌ to͏ers
Prisoȍ politiǗs Ǘarried out
You aiȍ’t Ǯoȍ’ ǭollo͏, Ǯet you DP’d, stoȌped out
PC’d, doǮǮed out, ǖusted oȍ, ǭouȍd out
Paper͏ork ǭaulty
TheȌ sa͎aǮe ȍiǮǮas’ll ruȍ up iȍ your house

—SPIKE, ࣮OUTSIDE LOOKING IN࣯

SPIKE

TheǷ iǷ the spȍiǷǘ oǗ ࡷࡺࡺࡲ, the deaths staȍted. OǷe aǗteȍ aǷotheȍ, all these
people iǷ ǶΘ liǗe ǀeǘaǷ to die. 2heǷ Θou’ȍe iǷ pȍisoǷ oǷ a liǗe seǷteǷǁe aǷd Θou
ǘet ǷeΒs oǗ a death oǷ the outside, that’s ΒheǷ ȍealitΘ ǁoǶes iǷto shaȍp Ǘoǁus
ȍeallΘ Ǘast.

SoǶeoǷe Θou loΑe is ǘoǷe, theΘ’ȍe haΑiǷǘ the ǗuǷeȍal, aǷd Θou’ȍe Ƿot theȍe;
Θou’ȍe stuǁk iǷ this ǗuǁkiǷǘ duǷǘeoǷ iǷ the deseȍt—I ǶeaǷ, the ǁoǷseȌueǷǁes oǗ
Θouȍ ǀad ǁhoiǁes ǘet aǶpliϯed a thousaǷd tiǶes.

Besides Iǁe, oǗ all the ǘuΘs iǷ BodΘ CouǷt, I Βas ǁlosest to 0iǁ. BeatǶasteȍ 0
Βas ǷeΑeȍ a jeΒel thieǗ, Βe ǷeΑeȍ hit aǷΘ liǁks toǘetheȍ—ǀut to Ƕe, he Βas alΒaΘs



oǷe oǗ the ϲΘest, Ƕost loΘal ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs. 0iǁ Βas a tȍue plaΘeȍ. I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ
sittiǷǘ aȍouǷd his house oǷ SlausoǷ aǷd TeǷth AΑeǷue, ΒatǁhiǷǘ hiǶ at his
dȍuǶ kit, plaΘiǷǘ aloǷǘ to Led ZeppeliǷ ȍeǁoȍds Ǘoȍ ǗuǷ.

I Βas at the Βall phoǷe iǷ Calipatȍia Ǘoȍ ǶΘ ϯǗteeǷ-ǶiǷute ǁall aǷd ΒheǷ I
dialed Iǁe’s oϩǁe, CousiǷ Riǁh aǷsΒeȍed. 2e ǁhopped it up Ǘoȍ a ǶiǷute, theǷ
he saΘs, ঐ8o, Spike, soǶeǀodΘ ΒaǷts to talk to Θou.঑

BeatǶasteȍ 0 ǘȍaǀǀed the phoǷe. I hadǷ’t talked to 0iǁ iǷ oΑeȍ Ǘouȍ Θeaȍs.
ঐSpike, listeǷ, BodΘ CouǷt’s a hit, ǀaǀΘ! 2e ǘoǷǷa help Θou out, ǶaǷ. I’Ƕ

ǘoǷǷa seǷd Θou ǗoȍtΘ oȍ ϯǗtΘ thousaǷd like it aiǷ’t shit. But listeǷ, ΒheǷ Θou ǘet
hoǶe, staΘ out oǗ tȍouǀle!঑

I lauǘhed. ঐMaǷ, listeǷ, iǗ I eΑeȍ ǘet hoǶe, 0iǁ, I’Ƕ sȌuaȍe as a pool taǀle,
tΒiǁe as ǘȍeeǷ.঑

0iǁ didǷ’t kǷoΒ all the details oǗ ǶΘ ǁase; he didǷ’t kǷoΒ ǶoǷeΘ ΒasǷ’t
ǘoiǷǘ to help ǘet Ƕe out oǗ a liǗe seǷteǷǁe Ǘoȍ Ƕuȍdeȍ. RealistiǁallΘ, the oǷlΘ use
I Βould haΑe Ǘoȍ ǶoǷeΘ Βas iǗ—aǷd that Βas a ǖiǮ iǗ—I eΑeȍ had a date iǷ ǗȍoǷt
oǗ the ǀoaȍd. TheǷ I ǁould ȍetaiǷ a pȍiΑate attoȍǷeΘ Βho speǁialized iǷ paȍole
heaȍiǷǘs aǷd Ƿot just ȍelΘ oǷ a puǀliǁ deǗeǷdeȍ.

But Βhat 0iǁ said ΒasǷ’t ȍeallΘ aǀout ǶoǷeΘ.
Just ǀΘ oϦeȍiǷǘ to help, he Βas seǷdiǷǘ soǶe loΑe.
BeǗoȍe he ǘot oϦ the phoǷe, he said, ঐHeΘ, I ΒaǷǷa seǷd Θou soǶe piǁtuȍes—

ǘiΑe Ƕe Θouȍ addȍess, plaΘeȍ.঑
I ǘaΑe hiǶ ǶΘ CDC ǷuǶǀeȍ aǷd the P.O. ǀoΗ at Calipatȍia, aǷd aǀout a Βeek

lateȍ, I ǘot a letteȍ Βith sǷapshots ǗȍoǶ 0iǁ. He Βas staǷdiǷǘ iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ his ǁȍiǀ
oǷ SlausoǷ. He’d just ǀouǘht a ǀȍaǷd-ǷeΒ tΒo-dooȍ BeǷz aǷd aǷ AlǗa RoǶeo.
He had oǷ his jeΒelȍΘ aǷd Βas staǷdiǷǘ theȍe Βith his aȍǶs iǷ the aiȍ Βith this
look oǷ his Ǘaǁe that said, ঐSpike, Βe Ƕade it, ǀaǀΘ!঑

I Ǘelt so pȍoud oǗ 0iǁ aǷd all the ǘuΘs, aǷd I ǁalled ǀaǁk at Iǁe’s oϩǁe ǷuǶǀeȍ
tΒo Βeeks lateȍ to thaǷk hiǶ Ǘoȍ the piǁtuȍes. This tiǶe it Βas Al P. Βho
aǷsΒeȍed.

ঐ0iǁ’s ǘoǷe, Spike.঑
ঐ2heǷ’s he ǘoǷǷa ǀe ǀaǁk?঑
ঐ0iǁ’s Ǯoȍe. He died.঑
ঐFuǁk Θou talkiǷǘ aǀout, TȍoǶe?঑



ঐ0iǁ passed iǷ his sleep.঑
ঐStop ǀullshittiǷǘ, ǶaǷ.঑
ঐFoȍ ȍeal, Spike, 0iǁ died oǗ ǁaǷǁeȍ.঑
ঐ2hat? I just talked to hiǶ! I just ǘot the piǁtuȍes he seǷt Ƕe iǷ the Ƕail.঑
TȍoǶe eΗplaiǷed that 0iǁ had ǀeeǷ siǁk Ǘoȍ a Βhile, ǀattliǷǘ leukeǶia, ǀut

the ǀaǷd hadǷ’t ǀeeǷ telliǷǘ aǷΘoǷe.
StaǷdiǷǘ theȍe at the Βall phoǷe iǷ the daΘ ȍooǶ, I Ǘelt all the ΒiǷd kǷoǁked

out oǗ Ƕe.
I ǘot a ǁhaǷǁe to talk to 0iǁ that oǷe tiǶe aǷd heaȍ hiǶ so happΘ, oǷ top oǗ

the Βoȍld, aǷd ǷoΒ he’s ǗuǁkiǷǘ dead?
The piǁtuȍes had ǘiΑeǷ Ƕe a ǀit oǗ hope. IǶaǘiǷiǷǘ us all haǷǘiǷǘ out

toǘetheȍ oǷe daΘ aǘaiǷ, I Αisualized 0iǁ pȍaǁtiǁiǷǘ his dȍuǶs to Led ZeppeliǷ iǷ
his ǁȍiǀ, all oǗ us lauǘhiǷǘ, ǀaǁk toǘetheȍ like old tiǶes.

I huǷǘ up that Βall phoǷe aǷd Βalked ǀaǁk to ǶΘ ǁell, still Ƿot ȍeallΘ
ǀelieΑiǷǘ it, tȍΘiǷǘ to Βȍap ǶΘ head aȍouǷd the Ǘaǁt that I’d ǷeΑeȍ see ǶΘ hoǶie
0iǁ aǘaiǷ.

ICE

WheǷ 0iǁ died, it shook eΑeȍΘǀodΘ up. Spike Βas dealiǷǘ Βith it oǷ the iǷside,
aǷd Βe Βeȍe dealiǷǘ Βith it oǷ the outside.

NoǀodΘ saΒ it ǁoǶiǷǘ. 0iǁ Βas iǷ ǘȍeat shape. He looked like aǷ athlete—he
ΒasǷ’t ǀodΘǀuildeȍ ǀiǘ, ǀut he Βas Ƕusǁulaȍ aǷd ȍeallΘ took ǁaȍe oǗ hiǶselǗ. IǷ
Βe ϯȍst ǘot the Βoȍd that 0iǁ had leukeǶia. 2e Βeȍe all suǁh ΘouǷǘ ,ࡶࡺࡺࡲ
dudes, to ǀe hoǷest, I ΒasǷ’t eΑeǷ suȍe Βhat leukeǶia Βas, ǀut theΘ eΗplaiǷed it
Βas ǁaǷǁeȍ oǗ the ǀlood, aǷd he Βas ǘoiǷǘ to Ƿeed a ǀoǷe-ǶaȍȍoΒ tȍaǷsplaǷt
ǗȍoǶ his ǀȍotheȍ.

2e Βeȍe oǷ touȍ iǷ BelǘiuǶ iǷ the suǶǶeȍ ’2 .ࡶࡺe had a sold-out ǁoǷǁeȍt
aǷd 0iǁ Βas lookiǷǘ ȍeallΘ Βeak. EΑeȍ siǷǁe his diaǘǷosis, 0iǁ Βould ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ
ǘet ǀlood tests. The doǁtoȍ said Βith the ǀlood ǁouǷt he had, he Βas teǁhǷiǁallΘ
dead. I ǁaǷǁeled the ǁoǷǁeȍt. People ǘaΑe us shit Ǘoȍ that, ǀut I Βas like, ঐI’Ƕ Ƿot
ǘoiǷǘ to haΑe ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd dΘiǷǘ oǷstaǘe!঑ 2e ǷeΑeȍ told aǷΘoǷe he had ǁaǷǁeȍ. 2e



just said he Βas siǁk. 0iǁ didǷ’t ΒaǷt aǷΘoǷe outside ouȍ ǁiȍǁle to kǷoΒ hoΒ
seȍious a situatioǷ it Βas.

Eiǘht ǶoǷths lateȍ, iǷ Apȍil ’ࡷࡺ, he Βas dead.
It ǀȍoke ǶΘ heaȍt, just like it ǀȍoke Spike’s heaȍt. It Βas suǁh a Ǘuǁked-up

situatioǷ. 2heǷ oǷe oǗ Θouȍ ǁhildhood ǗȍieǷds dies aǷd he’s oǷlΘ iǷ his thiȍties,
Θou ȍeallΘ ǁaǷ’t Ƕake seǷse oǗ it. I doǷ’t ǘo to ǗuǷeȍals as a ȍule. I’d Ƕuǁh ȍatheȍ
ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ the peȍsoǷ aliΑe. I doǷ’t ΒaǷt to see soǶeoǷe I loΑe lΘiǷǘ theȍe iǷ a
ǀoΗ. But I Ƕade it a poiǷt to ǘo to 0iǁ’s. I sat theȍe at his ǗuǷeȍal ǁȍΘiǷǘ aǷd, I
ǶeaǷ, people Βho kǷoΒ Ƕe had ȍe͎er seeǷ Ƕe ǁȍΘ.

The tiǶiǷǘ oǗ it Βas so ǁold. This Βas just the ǶoǶeǷt ΒheǷ all the ǘuΘs iǷ
BodΘ CouǷt Βeȍe staȍtiǷǘ to Ƕake soǶe ǶoǷeΘ, eǷjoΘiǷǘ the Ǘȍuits oǗ suǁǁess.
2e’d leǗt 2aȍǷeȍ Bȍos. aǗteȍ the ঐCop Killeȍ঑ ǁoǷtȍoΑeȍsΘ, aǷd I had ǘoǷe to ouȍ
ǷeΒ laǀel, 0iȍǘiǷ Reǁoȍds, aǷd asked Ǘoȍ a ǶillioǷ dollaȍs ǁash up ǗȍoǷt Ǘoȍ ouȍ
ǷeΗt ȍeǁoȍd.

EȍǷie aǷd 0iǁ aȍe dȍiΑiǷǘ aȍouǷd iǷ ǀȍaǷd-ǷeΒ ǁaȍs, eΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s lookiǷǘ like
a ȍoǁk staȍ. 2e’ȍe ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ ouȍ thiȍd alǀuǶ, Violeȍt DeȌise, aǷd suddeǷlΘ 0iǁ
is dead.

TheǷ the ǷeΗt Θeaȍ, Βe lost MooseǶaǷ. Moose ΒeǷt ǀaǁk to his old
Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood—RolliǷ’ ࡱࡷs—aǷd Βas staǷdiǷǘ iǷ a dȍiΑeΒaΘ talkiǷǘ Βith soǶe
oǗ his ǗȍieǷds aǷd a ǁaȍ dȍoΑe up aǷd staȍtiǷǘ shootiǷǘ, hit Moose iǷ his ǀaǁk,
aǷd killed hiǶ oǷ the spot. He Βas the oǷlΘ peȍsoǷ Βho ȍeallΘ didǷ’t haΑe to ǀe
theȍe. Moose Βas ǷeΑeȍ a ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘeȍ, didǷ’t eΑeǷ liΑe iǷ the Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood
aǷΘǶoȍe. He Βas just ǁoǶiǷǘ ǀaǁk to see his old ǗȍieǷds.

TheǷ D-Roǁ—the EΗeǁutioǷeȍ—ouȍ ȍhΘthǶ ǘuitaȍist, passed ǗȍoǶ ǁaǷǁeȍ.
He’d ǀeeǷ ϯǘhtiǷǘ lΘǶphoǶa Ǘoȍ a loǷǘ tiǶe. So it’s oǷe ǀloΒ aǗteȍ the ǷeΗt,
thȍee oǗ ouȍ ǀaǷd ǶeǶǀeȍs ǘoǷe.

Thȍee ΘouǷǘ dudes—all uǷeΗpeǁted, all iǷ a shoȍt peȍiod oǗ tiǶe.
OǗ the oȍiǘiǷal ǶeǶǀeȍs oǗ BodΘ CouǷt, it Βas doΒǷ to Ƕe aǷd EȍǷie C. It

Ǘelt like eΑeȍΘ tiǶe Βe’d tȍΘ to ǘet the ǘȍoup ǀaǁk toǘetheȍ to Ƕake a ǷeΒ ȍeǁoȍd
oȍ plaǷ a touȍ, soǶeǀodΘ else Βould die, aǷd Βe’d ǀe iǷ a state oǗ ǶouȍǷiǷǘ. It
Βas a daȍk peȍiod.

I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ saΘiǷǘ, ঐThe ǷaǶe BodΘ CouǷt is staȍtiǷǘ to souǷd too ǗuǁkiǷǘ
pȍophetiǁ, Θou kǷoΒ?঑



SPIKE

TΒo Βeeks lateȍ I ǁalled to heaȍ aǀout 0iǁ’s ǗuǷeȍal aǷd TȍoǶe aǷsΒeȍs at the
oϩǁe. He ǀȍouǘht Ƕe up to speed, theǷ he said, ঐHeΘ, Spike, Bȍuǁe is tȍΘiǷǘ to
ȍeaǁh out to Θou.঑

ঐReallΘ?঑
ঐHe’s tȍΘiǷǘ to seǷd Θou soǶe ǶoǷeΘ, hoǶie. 8ou ǘot a peǷǁil?঑
BΘ this tiǶe, Bȍuǁe RiǁhaȍdsoǷ Βas oǷe oǗ the ȍiǁhest plaΘeȍs iǷ L.A. AǷd I

kǷeΒ hoΒ ǘeǷeȍous he ǁould ǀe. He Βas alȍeadΘ a ǶillioǷaiȍe iǷ the eaȍlΘ ࡱࡹࡺࡲs,
ǀut ǷoΒ—ǀΘ ࡶࡺࡺࡲ—he had soǶe serious papeȍ. He oΒǷed a ǁluǀ at the ǀottoǶ
oǗ the BeΑeȍlΘ CeǷteȍ ǁalled the 2oȍld. All the ǀalleȍs aǷd plaΘeȍs ǗȍoǶ the hood
used to haǷǘ out theȍe.

TȍoǶe told Ƕe the plaǁe Θou ǁould alΒaΘs ǁatǁh Bȍuǁe oȍ leaΑe a Ƕessaǘe Βas
at GeǷius Caȍ 2ash oǷ CȍeǷshaΒ. He ǘaΑe Ƕe the ǷuǶǀeȍ, I jotted it doΒǷ, aǷd
ǶΘ ǷeΗt phoǷe slot, I tȍied to ǁall Bȍuǁe. No aǷsΒeȍ. I kept tȍΘiǷǘ, aǷd the phoǷe
just kept ȍiǷǘiǷǘ at GeǷius Caȍ 2ash.

FiǷallΘ, a Βeek lateȍ, I ǁalled ǀaǁk to Iǁe’s oϩǁe aǷd TȍoǶe saΘs, ঐI ǘot ǀad
ǷeΒs Ǘoȍ Θou, ǶaǷ. TheΘ ǘot Θouȍ ǀoΘ.঑

ঐ2hat?঑
ঐTheΘ ǘot Bȍuǁe. He’s dead.঑
ঐ8ou’ȍe ǀullshittiǷǘ Ƕe, ǶaǷ.঑
He staȍts telliǷǘ Ƕe that Bȍuǁe ǘot Ƕuȍdeȍed, ǀut I’Ƕ oǷ that Βall phoǷe aǷd

the poliǁe iǷ the toΒeȍ aȍe ǶoǷitoȍiǷǘ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ. I said, ঐNah, Ƿah, Ƿah.঑
MeaǷiǷǘ, doǷ’t ǘet iǷto aǷΘ speǁiϯǁs oǷ this phoǷe.

NeΒs ǗȍoǶ the stȍeet ȍeaǁhed iǷside ȍeal Ǘast; I ǗouǷd out the details oǷ the
Θaȍd. Bȍuǁe Βas shot aǷd killed iǷside his house uǷdeȍ ȍeallΘ suspiǁious
ǁiȍǁuǶstaǷǁes.

Bȍuǁe Βas a tall, poΒeȍǗul dude aǷd he Βas a Ƕaȍtial aȍtist—aǷd the daΘ
ǀeǗoȍe he ǘot killed he’d sǶaǁked the shit out oǗ this oǷe Ƿotoȍious ǘaǷǘsteȍ aǷd
his ǀodΘǘuaȍds iǷ his ǁluǀ. 2hetheȍ theȍe Βas aǷΘ ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷ to his Ƕuȍdeȍ,
ǷoǀodΘ ǁould saΘ Ǘoȍ suȍe. To this daΘ, theȍe’s a lot oǗ Βeiȍd ȍuǶoȍs aǷd ǶΘsteȍΘ
suȍȍouǷdiǷǘ his death.



IǷ the spaǁe oǗ a ǁouple Βeeks iǷ ’ࡷࡺ, tΒo oǗ ǶΘ paȍtǷeȍs, tΒo oǗ the Ƕost
loΘal dudes, 0iǁ aǷd Bȍuǁe, aȍe ǀoth suddeǷlΘ ǘoǷe.

KaȍǶa Βill do that to Θou, ǶaǷ—ǘiΑe Θou a little sliΑeȍ oǗ hope aǷd theǷ slaǶ
the dooȍ iǷ Θouȍ ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ Ǘaǁe.

It ΒasǷ’t loǷǘ ǀeǗoȍe death staȍted to hit eΑeǷ ǁloseȍ to hoǶe.
OǷe aǗteȍǷooǷ, the Ƕail ǁoǶes aȍouǷd, aǷd I see a letteȍ ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ

ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ. She Βas ΒȍitiǷǘ to Ƕe ǗȍoǶ the hospital, oǷ heȍ deathǀed.

Altoȍ, trust iȍ God ǭor all thiȍǮs iȍ your liǭe aȍd read the ͏ord oǭ God
eaǗh day aȍd say a Siȍȍer’s Prayer. Talk to God, aȍd He ͏ill hear you.

God lo͎es people ǖut He ͏aȍts us to Ǯi͎e oursel͎es to HiȌ aȍd ͏e’ll kȍo͏
ho͏ to li͎e ǭor hiȌ ǖy helpiȍǮ others ǗoȌe to HiȌ.

Altoȍ, turȍ ǭroȌ the liǭe oǭ siȍ aȍd repeat a Siȍȍer’s Prayer. He ͏ill Ǯi͎e
you a ȍe͏ heart to ser͎e HiȌ aȍd help others ǗoȌe to HiȌ. Say a Siȍȍer’s
Prayer aȍd ǖe ͏ashed iȍ the ǖlood oǭ Jesus Christ our Sa͎ior.

It Βas a thȍee-paǘe letteȍ, aǷd as I Βas ȍeadiǷǘ the last paǘe, I Ǘelt ǶΘ heaȍt
ȍaǁe. MΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ stopped addȍessiǷǘ Ƕe aǷd Βȍote diȍeǁtlΘ to God oǷ ǶΘ
ǀehalǗ.

Hea͎eȍly Father, I dediǗate Ȍy Ǯraȍdsoȍ Altoȍ uȍto You that he ͏ould
ǖe raised as You desire aȍd ǭollo͏ the path that You ͏ould Ǘhoose.

Hea͎eȍly Father, I ǗoȌȌit Ȍyselǭ as a Ǯraȍdpareȍt to traiȍ Ȍy
Ǯraȍdsoȍ iȍ the ͏ay he should Ǯo, trustiȍǮ iȍ the proȌise that he ͏ill ȍot
depart ǭroȌ Your ͏ays, ǖut Ǯro͏ aȍd prosper iȍ theȌ.

I turȍ the Ǘare aȍd ǖurdeȍ oǭ raisiȍǮ hiȌ uȍto thee, Dear God. I ͏ill do
as the ͏ord oǭ God ǗoȌȌaȍds ǭroȌ the Biǖle.

I’Ƕ sittiǷǘ theȍe oǷ ǶΘ ǀuǷk, ȍeadiǷǘ that letteȍ oΑeȍ aǷd oΑeȍ, aǷd ǶΘ heaȍt
kept ȍaǁiǷǘ Ǘasteȍ.

It Ǘelt like I Βas iǷ aǷ eleΑatoȍ, dȍoppiǷǘ doΒǷ the shaǗt Βithout aǷΘ ǁoȍd
holdiǷǘ Ƕe up.



I Βas Ǘȍee-ǗalliǷǘ iǷto the Αoid, talkiǷǘ to ǶΘselǗ iǷ ǶΘ ǁell.
ঐDo Θou uǷdeȍstaǷd the ǁold ǁhoiǁes Θou Ƕade aǷd hoΒ theΘ aϦeǁted Θouȍ

ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ aǷd Θouȍ Ƕotheȍ? Do Θou uǷdeȍstaǷd the ǁold deǁisioǷs Θou’Αe
ǀeeǷ ǶakiǷǘ thȍouǘhout Θouȍ Βhole ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ liǗe? 8ou Ƿot oǷlΘ paid the
pȍiǁe Βith Θouȍ ǗȍeedoǶ, Spike, Θou paid the pȍiǁe ǀΘ lettiǷǘ people doΒǷ,
haΑiǷǘ people Θou loΑe die aǷd Θou Ƿot ǀeiǷǘ out iǷ the Βoȍld to help.঑

2ȍitiǷǘ that letteȍ to Ƕe Βas oǷe oǗ the last thiǷǘs ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ did.
That’s Βhat ȍeallΘ Ǘȍoze Ƕe, ȍealiziǷǘ that ǗȍoǶ the hospital, ΒheǷ she Βas dΘiǷǘ,
ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ took the tiǶe to Βȍite Ƕe a letteȍ uȍǘiǷǘ Ƕe to ǁhaǷǘe ǶΘ
siǷǷeȍ’s heaȍt aǷd askiǷǘ God to iǷteȍǁede oǷ ǶΘ ǀehalǗ.

Hea͎eȍly Father, I dediǗate Ȍy Ǯraȍdsoȍ Altoȍ uȍto You that he ͏ould ǖe
raised as You desire aȍd ǭollo͏ the path that You ͏ould Ǘhoose.

I iǶǶediatelΘ said the SiǷǷeȍ’s PȍaΘeȍ, just as she’d asked Ƕe to. I kǷeΒ
eΗaǁtlΘ Βhat passaǘe oǗ Sǁȍiptuȍe she ǶeaǷt Ǘoȍ Ƕe to ȍead.

JohǷ ࡲ3:ࡺ ǗȍoǶ the KiǷǘ JaǶes Biǀle.

No͏ ͏e kȍo͏ that God heareth ȍot siȍȍers: ǖut iǭ aȍy Ȍaȍ ǖe a ͏orshipper
oǭ God, aȍd doeth his ͏ill, hiȌ he heareth.

That letteȍ ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ spaȍked a desiȍe to do soǶethiǷǘ Ƕoȍe thaǷ
just sur͎i͎e iǷ a LeΑel I0. OǷe ΒaΘ oȍ aǷotheȍ, I ΒaǷted to ǘet tȍaǷsǗeȍȍed to a
pȍisoǷ ǁloseȍ to ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ. A ǁouple Θeaȍs iǷto ǶΘ ǀid at Calipatȍia, I ǶaǷaǘed
to ǘet a joǀ as aǷ oϩǁe ǁleȍk. That Βas aǷ iǶpoȍtaǷt step iǗ I Βas ǘoiǷǘ to loΒeȍ
ǶΘ poiǷts to ǀe ǁlassiϯed iǷ a LeΑel III oȍ LeΑel II. It Βas touǘh to ǘet aǷ oϩǁe
joǀ iǷ a ǶaΗiǶuǶ-seǁuȍitΘ pȍisoǷ like Calipatȍia. The oǷlΘ ȍeasoǷ I ǘot it Βas
ǀeǁause I ΒoǷ this ΒeiǘhtliǗtiǷǘ ǁoǷtest oǷ C Θaȍd.

I ΒasǷ’t the stȍoǷǘest ǘuΘ oǷ that Θaȍd—Ƿot ǀΘ a ǗuǁkiǷǘ loǷǘ shot. But I set
ǶΘ ǶiǷd oǷ ΒiǷǷiǷǘ the ǁoǷtest aǷd ϯǘuȍed out hoΒ I ǁould do it. Theȍe Βeȍe
thȍee liǗts Ǘoȍ ǁoǶǀiǷed poiǷts: ǀeǷǁh pȍess, dead liǗt, aǷd sȌuat. Most oǗ these
ǘuΘs Βeȍe a lot stȍoǷǘeȍ thaǷ Ƕe oǷ the ǀeǷǁh. These ǀiǘ ol’ sΒole iǷdiΑiduals—
tΒo-huǷdȍed-eiǘhtΘ-pouǷd, thȍee-huǷdȍed-pouǷd ǘuΘs—that ǀeeǷ doΒǷ
ǗoȍeΑeȍ aǷd ǁould ǀeǷǁh ΒaΘ oΑeȍ ϯΑe huǷdȍed. But ΒheǷ I looked at theǶ, I



ȍealized soǶe oǗ these huǘe dudes had ǁaȍȍot leǘs. OǷ the sȌuat ȍaǁk, eΑeǷ Βith
ȍelatiΑelΘ liǘht Βeiǘhts, theiȍ leǘs Βould ǀe shakiǷǘ like ǶiǷiǀikes.

EΑeȍΘ daΘ Βe ΒeǷt out to that iȍoǷ pile, I stȍateǘized like Βe Βould iǷ the
ϯǷesse ǘaǶe. Doȍ’t Ǯo aǮaiȍst their streȍǮths, you’ll ȍe͎er ǖe aǖle to ǖeȍǗh ͏hat
these Ǯuys Ǘaȍ. Just ǗoȍǗeȍtrate oȍ your lo͏er ǖody—dead liǭts aȍd sȢuats.

I’d ǀeeǷ doiǷǘ sȌuats seȍiouslΘ Ǘoȍ a ǗeΒ Θeaȍs, ǀut ǷoΒ I staȍted to iǷǁȍease
the Βeiǘhts. I ǘot hooked oǷ the ǁhalleǷǘe oǗ it, ǶasteȍiǷǘ the aȍt oǗ sȌuattiǷǘ
aǷd deadliǗtiǷǘ. Beǁause Θouȍ leǘs aǷd ǀaǁk aȍe soǶe oǗ the stȍoǷǘest Ƕusǁles
Θou’Αe ǘot—aǗteȍ Θouȍ heaȍt. It’s ǶostlΘ a ȌuestioǷ oǗ ǶeǷtalitΘ. EspeǁiallΘ iǷ
pȍisoǷ, Βheȍe Θou ǁaǷ’t ȍeallΘ eat a ǘood diet. 8ou’Αe ǘot to ǘet Θouȍ ǶiǷd ȍiǘht.
I ǗouǷd that I Βas stȍoǷǘest oǷ a ǷeaȍlΘ eǶptΘ stoǶaǁh; I’d just eat halǗ a ǀaǷaǷa
aǷd a dȍiǷk a ǁup oǗ ǁoϦee iǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ.

The ǁoǷtest ǁoǷsisted oǗ thȍee poΒeȍliǗts Ǘoȍ ǁoǶǀiǷed poiǷts: ϯȍst ǀeǷǁh
pȍess, theǷ dead liǗt, aǷd ϯǷallΘ sȌuats. This Βoȍked out peȍǗeǁtlΘ Ǘoȍ Ƕe: I had
ǶΘ stȍateǘΘ Βoȍked out iǷ adΑaǷǁe. SiǷǁe ǶΘ ǀeǷǁh ΒasǷ’t Ƿeaȍ Βhat these
ǀiǘǘeȍ ǘuΘs ǁould do, I’d haΑe to take theǶ out ǀΘ taȍǘetiǷǘ theiȍ ΒeakǷess—
those daǶǷ ǁaȍȍot leǘs.

The daΘ oǗ the ǁoǷtest, ǘuΘs staȍted dȍoppiǷǘ ǀΘ the ΒaΘside, aǷd it ǁaǶe
doΒǷ to Ƕe aǷd this ǀiǘ ol’ ǁouǷtȍΘ dude Βho Βas aǀout tΒo-seΑeǷtΘ,
outΒeiǘhiǷǘ Ƕe ǀΘ Ƕoȍe thaǷ ǗoȍtΘ pouǷds. Like I eΗpeǁted, he ǀleΒ Ƕe aΒaΘ
oǷ the ǀeǷǁh pȍess. OǷ the dead liǗt, I put up oΑeȍ ϯΑe huǷdȍed pouǷds, ǶakiǷǘ
suȍe I had just eǷouǘh poiǷts Ǘoȍ the ϯǷal liǗt—ǶΘ stȍoǷǘest—the sȌuat.

2heǷ he ΒeǷt to the sȌuat ȍaǁk, he ǘot up uǷdeȍ teǷ Ȍuaȍteȍs—ϯΑe huǷdȍed
pouǷds—aǷd I saΒ he Βas stȍuǘǘliǷǘ to hit that shit. I did ǶΘ sȌuat Ǘoȍ ϯΑe
huǷdȍed Βithout aǷΘ tȍouǀle. OǷ his ǷeΗt liǗt, this ǘuΘ tȍied to put a diǶe oǷ
eaǁh side. The ǀaȍ aiȍplaǷed ǀeǗoȍe the spotteȍs ǁould ǁatǁh it, aǷd a ϯǗtΘ-pouǷd
plate ϲeΒ oϦ aǷd ǀȍoke ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd’s Ǘoot.

TheΘ took ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd to the ǁliǷiǁ. AǷd ǷoΒ the hoǶies aȍe ȍeallΘ eǘǘiǷǘ Ƕe
oǷ:

ঐSpike, shut this ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ doΒǷ.঑
ঐLook,঑ I said, ঐput ϯǗtΘ Ƕoȍe ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ pouǷds oǷ eaǁh side.঑
ঐ2hat the Ǘuǁk?঑
ঐ8ou heaȍd Ƕe, put a huǷdȍed Ƕoȍe pouǷds oǷ this shit.঑



I ΒasǷ’t ǀullshittiǷǘ aȍouǷd—I Βas ǘoiǷǘ stȍaiǘht to siΗ huǷdȍed pouǷds. I
Βas ϯΗiǷǘ to eǷd the ǁoǷtest Βith oǷe liǗt.

I ǘet up uǷdeȍ that Βeiǘht, let it settle oǷ ǶΘ tȍaps, take it oϦ that ȍaǁk.
EΑeȍΘoǷe ǘets Ȍuiet. I take tΒo steps ǗoȍΒaȍd, loǁk ǶΘ jaΒ, ǘȍit ǶΘ teeth. TheǷ I
sat doΒǷ Βith all that Βeiǘht aǷd ǘot up Ƿiǁe aǷd steadΘ.

ঐOh shit!঑
2ith that oǷe liǗt, I juǶped ϯǗtΘ poiǷts ǁleaȍ, aǷd ΒasǷ’t ǷoǀodΘ ǁatǁhiǷǘ

Ƕe.
Thȍouǘhout the ǁoǷtest, this Βhite lieuteǷaǷt ǷaǶed PatteȍsoǷ had ǀeeǷ

ΒatǁhiǷǘ, aǷd he said he ΒaǷted to talk. He Βas aǷ oldeȍ dude, silΑeȍΘ haiȍ, Ƿeaȍ
ȍetiȍeǶeǷt aǘe, ǀut he’d oǷǁe ǀeeǷ a poΒeȍliǗteȍ. He Βas iǶpȍessed at ǶΘ
teǁhǷiȌue aǷd the Ǘaǁt that at ࡹࡳࡳ pouǷds, I ǁould sȌuat siΗ huǷdȍed. I Βalked
oΑeȍ to hiǶ aǷd he asked ǶΘ ǷaǶe.

ঐAltoǷ Pieȍǁe.঑
ঐPieȍǁe, hoΒ loǷǘ Θou ǀeeǷ sȌuattiǷǘ heaΑΘ like that?঑
ঐAǀout thȍee Θeaȍs.঑
ঐOǷlΘ thȍee Θeaȍs? Shit, that’s iǶpȍessiΑe.঑
2e talked a ǀit aǀout tȍaiǷiǷǘ aǷd teǁhǷiȌue; he took aǷ iǷteȍest iǷ helpiǷǘ

Ƕe out.
ঐ2heȍe do Θou Βoȍk, Pieȍǁe?঑
ঐThese people ΒoǷ’t ǘiΑe Ƕe Ƿo daǶǷ joǀ, siȍ. TheΘ’ȍe ǘiΑiǷǘ Ƕe the

ȍuǷaȍouǷd. I ǀeeǷ ΒaitiǷǘ like ϯǗteeǷ ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǶoǷths, ǀut ǷoǀodΘ’s ǘot aǷ
aǷsΒeȍ Ǘoȍ Ƕe iǷ the iǷǶate assiǘǷǶeǷt oϩǁe.঑

This lieuteǷaǷt had a lot oǗ juiǁe aǷd said he’d ǘet Ƕe a joǀ as a ǁleȍk iǷ the
Βatǁh oϩǁe, Βheȍe he’d heaȍd a ΑaǁaǷǁΘ Βas opeǷiǷǘ up.

ঐDo Θou kǷoΒ hoΒ to tΘpe?঑
ঐHoǷestlΘ, Ƿo. I’Ƕ Ƿot ΑeȍΘ ǘood at tΘpiǷǘ, siȍ.঑
ঐDoǷ’t ΒoȍȍΘ aǀout it. 8ou ǁaǷ leaȍǷ hoΒ to tΘpe. 8ou ǁaǷ staȍt oϦ as a

poȍteȍ, aǷd the otheȍ ǁleȍks Βill shoΒ Θou the ȍopes.঑
It took a Βhile to ǁoǶe thȍouǘh, ǀut I laǷded the ǁleȍk’s joǀ iǷ the Βatǁh

oϩǁe, outside the ǶaiǷ B Θaȍd. Thȍouǘhout the daΘ, the Βatǁh oϩǁe Βas ϯlled
Βith the top ǀȍass, soǶe ǁiΑiliaǷs. The joǀ paid seΑeǷtΘ ǁeǷts peȍ houȍ—ǀelieΑe
it oȍ Ƿot, that’s ǁoǷsideȍed a ǘood ȍate oǷ the iǷside—aǷd Βas a hiǘhlΘ desiȍaǀle



plaǁeǶeǷt as Ǘaȍ as pȍisoǷ Βoȍk ǘoes. I Βas oǷe oǗ oǷlΘ thȍee ǁleȍks aǷd the oǷlΘ
Blaǁk dude ΒoȍkiǷǘ theȍe.

Theȍe Βas this ǁhaplaiǷ, aǷ oldeȍ Iȍish pȍiest, ǷaǶed Fatheȍ DeȍǶodΘ, Βho
used to ǁoǶe aȍouǷd ǗȍoǶ tiǶe to tiǶe. Aǀout siΗ-oǷe, alΒaΘs iǷ his pȍiest’s
ǁollaȍ aǷd ǀlaǁk suit, a ȍeal kiǷdlΘ oldeȍ ǘuΘ. But I staȍted to dȍead seeiǷǘ his Ǘaǁe
ǀeǁause ΒheǷeΑeȍ he ǁaǶe to see Ƕe, he Βas the ǀeaȍeȍ oǗ ǀad ǷeΒs. The ϯȍst
tiǶe, I Βas sittiǷǘ theȍe at the tΘpeΒȍiteȍ, aǷd I heaȍ this soǗt Αoiǁe Βith a stȍoǷǘ
Iȍish aǁǁeǷt.

ঐAltoǷ Pieȍǁe?঑ Fatheȍ DeȍǶodΘ saΘs, ΒalkiǷǘ iǷto the Βatǁh oϩǁe. ঐI Ƿeed
Θou to ǗolloΒ Ƕe ǀaǁk to the Θaȍd. 8ou ǁaǷ haΑe a phoǷe ǁall, soǷ.঑

ঐ2hat’s this aǀout?঑
ঐI’Ƕ soȍȍΘ, soǷ. 8ou’Αe had a death iǷ the ǗaǶilΘ.঑
MΘ heaȍt Βas ȍaǁiǷǘ the Βhole Βalk thȍouǘh the Θaȍd. I ǁalled hoǶe aǷd

leaȍǷed that ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ TeȍȍΘ Βas dead. All I ǁould thiǷk aǀout Βeȍe those last
Βoȍds to hiǶ.

FuǗk you! You aiȍ’t Ȍy ǖrother ȍo Ȍore! You aiȍ’t shit. Put Ȍy Ȍother oȍ the
phoȍe!

Ouȍ last ǁoǷΑeȍsatioǷ—aǷd I had ǀeeǷ ϯlled Βith so Ƕuǁh ȍaǘe. He Βas
tȍΘiǷǘ to apoloǘize to Ƕe, ǀut all I ǁould thiǷk aǀout Βas those stoleǷ diaǶoǷds
aǷd I kept telliǷǘ hiǶ to ǘo Ǘuǁk hiǶselǗ.

It took a Βhile ǀeǗoȍe I leaȍǷed all the details. MΘ ǀȍotheȍ Βas Ƕuȍdeȍed iǷ a
ȍiΑal Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood. The ǁops ǗouǷd hiǶ tied up iǷ a ΑaǷ, stȍaǷǘled. He Βas
ǘoiǷǘ to see a ǗeǶale aǷd he ǁȍossed Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood liǷes, aǷd ΒheǷ the ǀaǷǘeȍs
oΑeȍ theȍe ǗouǷd out he Βas ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs, that he Βas Biǘ Tuȍk, aǷ oȍiǘiǷal
HaȍleǶ GodǗatheȍ, theΘ sǷatǁhed hiǶ up aǷd killed hiǶ. 2heǷ Θou ǘo to the
ΒȍoǷǘ aȍeas iǷ L.A. aǷd Θou’ȍe ȍeallΘ aǀout that ǘaǷǘǀaǷǘiǷǘ liǗe like Tuȍk Βas,
it ǁaǷ ȌuiǁklΘ tuȍǷ Ǘatal.

2heǷ I ǗouǷd out ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ Βas dead, I Ǘell to ǶΘ kǷees iǷ ǶΘ ǁell aǷd
asked God Ǘoȍ ǗoȍǘiΑeǷess that I didǷ’t Ƕake aǶeǷds Βith hiǶ oǷ that phoǷe
ǁall.

This daȍk ǁloud oǗ death kept haǷǘiǷǘ oΑeȍ Ƕe iǷ Calipatȍia. OǷlΘ tΒo Βeeks
aǗteȍ ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ died, I ϯǷd out that ǶΘ Ǘatheȍ is iǷ the hospital Βith luǷǘ
ǁaǷǁeȍ. No oǷe iǷ ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ ΒaǷted to tell Ƕe aǀout it. MΘ Ƿieǁe Βho I hadǷ’t



talked to iǷ Θeaȍs Βȍote Ƕe a letteȍ to tell Ƕe that ǶΘ dad had ǁaǷǁeȍ aǷd he
Ƿeeded a luǷǘ tȍaǷsplaǷt. She said he Βas alȍeadΘ skiǷǷΘ as a toothpiǁk. 2heǷ
the Ƕail aȍȍiΑed, I just sat theȍe Βith teaȍs ȍolliǷǘ doΒǷ ǶΘ ǁheeks.

He loΑed all oǗ us, ǀut he ΒasǷ’t aȍouǷd a lot ΒheǷ I Βas ǘȍoΒiǷǘ up.
BetΒeeǷ all his tiǶe iǷ the seȍΑiǁe, his tΒo touȍs oǗ 0ietǷaǶ, he ǷeΑeȍ ȍeallΘ ǘot a
ǁhaǷǁe to see Ƕe plaΘ ǀaseǀall, eΑeǷ ΒheǷ I Βas a staȍ oǷ the hiǘh sǁhool teaǶ. I
thiǷk he Ƕade it to oǷe ǘaǶe.

2heǷ I leaȍǷed he had ǁaǷǁeȍ I Βas thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout the tiǶes ǶΘ dad Βould
take Ƕe ϯshiǷǘ iǷ Maliǀu oȍ at Seal Beaǁh. 2e’d leaΑe the house at ࡳ a.Ƕ.; I Βas
just seΑeǷ Θeaȍs old, sleepΒalkiǷǘ to the ǁaȍ Βith the taǁkle ǀoΗ aǷd ȍods. 2e’d
alΒaΘs stop to ǘet Doȍitos aǷd ࡸ-Up oǷ the ΒaΘ. EΑeǷ todaΘ, ΒheǷ I see a ǀaǘ oǗ
Doȍitos it Ƕakes Ƕe thiǷk oǗ ǘoiǷǘ ϯshiǷǘ Βith ǶΘ dad.

2e’d had ouȍ diϦeȍeǷǁes oΑeȍ the Θeaȍs, ǀut I loΑed ǶΘ dad a lot aǷd ΒaǷted
to see hiǶ aǘaiǷ.

2heǷ I ǘot hiǶ oǷ the phoǷe, he souǷded Βeak, ǀut he Βas doΒǷplaΘiǷǘ
hoΒ siǁk he ȍeallΘ Βas.

ঐMaǷ, doǷ’t ΒoȍȍΘ aǀout Ƕe,঑ he said. ঐI kǷoΒ Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǘet out oǗ
theȍe.঑

ঐDad, I doǷ’t kǷoΒ iǗ I’Ƕ eΑeȍ ǁoǶiǷǘ hoǶe. 8ou ǁaǷ haΑe oǷe oǗ ǶΘ luǷǘs.
IǗ I’Ƕ ǘoǷǷa die iǷ pȍisoǷ, I’d ȍatheȍ soǶethiǷǘ oǗ ǶiǷe ǀe Ǘȍee.঑

I talked to hiǶ aǀout a Βeek lateȍ aǷd it Βas oǀΑious he Βas saΘiǷǘ ǘoodǀΘe.
TheΘ Βeȍe telliǷǘ hiǶ he had ǶoǷths to liΑe, ǀut the ǁaǷǁeȍ Βas so adΑaǷǁed, he
ǁould ǘo at aǷΘ tiǶe.

ঐI loΑe Θou,঑ he said. ঐAll I ΒaǷt Θou to do is ǁoǶe hoǶe aǷd ǀe Βith Θouȍ
dauǘhteȍ.঑

ঐStop talkiǷǘ like that, Dad,঑ I said. ঐI’Ƕ ǘoǷǷa Βoȍk oǷ ǘettiǷǘ a haȍdship
tȍaǷsǗeȍ, so I ǁaǷ ǀe at a pȍisoǷ ǁloseȍ to L.A. 2e’ll see eaǁh otheȍ—just stop
talkiǷǘ like Θou’ȍe leaΑiǷǘ us.঑

AǗteȍ ǘettiǷǘ that letteȍ ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ askiǷǘ God to iǷteȍǁede aǷd
ǁhaǷǘe ǶΘ heaȍt, I deǁided I’d staȍt to ǘo to this little ǁhuȍǁh at Calipatȍia. TheΘ
used to haΑe ǁoϦee aǷd doǷuts oǷ SuǷdaΘ, aǷd I Βould sit theȍe aǷd pȍaΘ
sileǷtlΘ. I staȍted to ask soǶe haȍd ȌuestioǷs oǗ ǶΘselǗ.



All this death, all this paiǷ—Βas theȍe a hiǘheȍ puȍpose ǀehiǷd it? 2as it
God’s ΒaΘ oǗ ǶakiǷǘ Ƕe Ǘeel the destȍuǁtioǷ I’d ǁaused ΒithiǷ soǶeoǷe else’s
ǗaǶilΘ?

Beǁause oǗ the ǁȍiǶe that I ǁoǶǶitted, ǀeǁause oǗ the ǁold ǁhoiǁes that I
Ƕade, soǶeoǷe ΒasǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe at the diǷǷeȍ taǀle toǷiǘht Βith his loΑed
oǷes. EΑeǷ thouǘh I ΒasǷ’t the peȍsoǷ Βho pulled the tȍiǘǘeȍ, I Βas just as
ǁulpaǀle—I Βas Ȍore ǁulpaǀle, iǷ Ǘaǁt, ǀeǁause I put the Βhole ȍoǀǀeȍΘ
toǘetheȍ. NoǷe oǗ it Βould haΑe happeǷed Βithout ǶΘ selϯshǷess aǷd sǁheǶiǷǘ.

SittiǷǘ iǷ that little ǁhapel, I ȍealized eaǁh oǷe oǗ these deaths Βas like a ǷeΒ
Βeiǘht I had to ǁaȍȍΘ. AǷotheȍ huǷdȍed pouǷds oǷ ǶΘ shouldeȍs. AǷd this
ΒasǷ’t a ǁoǷtest oǷ the iȍoǷ pile Βheȍe I ǁould just dȍop that ǗuǁkiǷǘ siΗ
huǷdȍed pouǷds ǀaǁk oǷ the ȍaǁk.

This ǀuȍdeǷ ΒasǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ aǷΘΒheȍe.
I Βas ǘoiǷǘ to ǁaȍȍΘ this Βeiǘht aȍouǷd, Βithout ȍest, Ǘoȍ the ȍeǶaiǷdeȍ oǗ ǶΘ

liǗe.



CHAPTER 11

MY MOTHER’S SON

PoǗkets ȍear eȌpty
The ǖorderliȍe oǭ ǖeiȍǮ ǖroke
DreaȌiȍ’ they ǖlo͏iȍ’ Ȍy ǖraiȍs out
So stayiȍ’ ͏oke
Hear the Lord ǗalliȍǮ Ȍe hoȌe
SiȌilar to MoȌ’s striǗtest Ǘurǭe͏s
Wheȍ streetliǮhts ǗoȌiȍ’ oȍ

—SPIKE, ࣮FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS࣯

SPIKE

The Βhole tiǶe I Βas iǷ Calipatȍia I didǷ’t haΑe aǷΘ Αisits ǗȍoǶ ǗaǶilΘ oȍ
ǗȍieǷds; Ƿo oǷe Βas dȍiΑiǷǘ all that ΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ L.A. iǷto that hot-ass deseȍt iǷ the
IǶpeȍial 0alleΘ. Iǁe aǷd Ƕe ǁaǶe up Βith the idea oǗ doiǷǘ a ǁhaȍitΘ ǁoǷǁeȍt.
Calipatȍia didǷ’t haΑe a pȍopeȍ liǀȍaȍΘ aǷd theȍe Βas a Ƕusiǁ ȍooǶ Βithout aǷΘ
iǷstȍuǶeǷts, so I Βas thiǷkiǷǘ Βe ǁould ȍaise ǶoǷeΘ to help the pȍisoǷ Ƕake
soǶe iǶpȍoΑeǶeǷts aǷd ǘiΑe the iǷǶates soǶe eduǁatioǷal iǷǁeǷtiΑes.

Also, I Βas lookiǷǘ ǗoȍΒaȍd to seeiǷǘ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ I hadǷ’t seeǷ iǷ Θeaȍs. I ǘaΑe
theǶ a list oǗ people Βho Βeȍe ǁoǶiǷǘ Βith Iǁe, aǷd theΘ ȍaǷ a seǁuȍitΘ ǁheǁk oǷ
eΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s ǷaǶe: CousiǷ Riǁh, SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, Al P., SeaǷ E. Maǁ, EΑil E. The
pȍoǀleǶ Βas, Ƕost oǗ theǶ ǘot deǷied ǀeǁause theΘ’d doǷe tiǶe ǀeǗoȍe.



Theȍe’s so Ƕuǁh ȍed tape iǷΑolΑed iǷ plaǷǷiǷǘ a ǁoǷǁeȍt iǷ pȍisoǷ, it took us
alǶost tΒo ǶoǷths to ǘet siǘǷatuȍes. FiǷallΘ, Βe loǁked iǷ a date. Iǁe Βas
sǁheduled to ǁoǶe peȍǗoȍǶ at Calipatȍia oǷ JuǷe ࡹࡺࡺࡲ ,ࡲࡲ.

The oǷlΘ siǘǷatuȍe Βe Βeȍe ΒaitiǷǘ oǷ to ǶoΑe ǗoȍΒaȍd Βas the ΒaȍdeǷ, aǷd
he Βas oǷ ΑaǁatioǷ. This ǁaptaiǷ ǷaǶed EǶǶa Rodȍiǘuez Βas the aǁtiǷǘ
ΒaȍdeǷ. I kǷeΒ heȍ peȍsoǷallΘ aǷd Βe alΒaΘs ǘot aloǷǘ ϯǷe. I used to see heȍ
eΑeȍΘ daΘ iǷ the Βatǁh oϩǁe Βheȍe I Βas a ǁleȍk. She ǁalls a ǶeetiǷǘ iǷ the
pȍoǘȍaǶs oϩǁe. I’Ƕ the oǷlΘ iǷǶate iǷ the ȍooǶ, just a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǁaptaiǷs,
lieuteǷaǷts, aǷd seȍǘeaǷts. But CaptaiǷ Rodȍiǘuez is talkiǷǘ to us thȍouǘh aǷ
iǷteȍǁoǶ iǷ aǷotheȍ ǀuildiǷǘ.

I thouǘht the ǶeetiǷǘ Βas just to ϯǷalize the loǘistiǁs oǗ the eΑeǷt, ǀut heȍ
ϯȍst ȌuestioǷ ǁoǶpletelΘ thȍeΒ Ƕe:

ঐDidǷ’t Iǁe-T Ƕake ঒Cop Killeȍ’?঑
I’Ƕ thiǷkiǷǘ soǶeǀodΘ Ƕust haΑe ǘot iǷ heȍ eaȍ, ǀeǁause iǷstead oǗ siǘǷiǷǘ

oϦ oǷ the ǁoǷǁeȍt, she lauǷǁhes iǷto this Ǘull-ǀloΒǷ iǷteȍȍoǘatioǷ, hittiǷǘ Ƕe
Βith all these ȌuestioǷs aǀout Βhetheȍ Iǁe Βas ǘoiǷǘ to iǷǁite ΑioleǷǁe aǘaiǷst
the poliǁe oȍ staȍt a ȍaǁe ȍiot.

ঐIǁe-T’s Ƿot ǘoiǷǘ to ǁause aǷΘ pȍoǀleǶs heȍe, Ƕa’aǶ,঑ I said.
ঐIs Iǁe-T a Cȍip oȍ a Blood?঑ she asked.
ঐHe isǷ’t a ǘaǷǘ ǶeǶǀeȍ, Ƕa’aǶ,঑ I said. ঐHe’s aǷ eǷteȍtaiǷeȍ, a ǶusiǁiaǷ.

He peȍǗoȍǶs all oΑeȍ the Βoȍld. He’s peȍǗoȍǶed iǷside SaǷ QueǷtiǷ. He’s Ƿo
thȍeat, Ƕa’aǶ. He’s Ƿo diϦeȍeǷt thaǷ Ƕe. 8ou’Αe ǀeeǷ aȍouǷd Ƕe iǷ the Βatǁh
oϩǁe. Did I appeaȍ to ǀe a thȍeat to Θou?঑

The Ƕoȍe oǗ these poiǷted ȌuestioǷs she asked, the Ƕoȍe I staȍted to thiǷk
aǀout the poteǷtial doΒǷside to Iǁe iǷ teȍǶs oǗ ǀad puǀliǁitΘ. He Βas ǀasiǁallΘ
doiǷǘ a Ǘȍee ǁoǷǁeȍt as a ǗaΑoȍ to Ƕe, aǷd it ǁould ȍesult iǷ all kiǷds oǗ ǷeǘatiΑe
ǀloΒǀaǁk Ǘoȍ hiǶ. The last thiǷǘ Iǁe Ƿeeded Βas Ǘoȍ aǷotheȍ ϲaȍe-up oǗ the
ঐCop Killeȍ঑ ǁoǷtȍoΑeȍsΘ.

ঐMa’aǶ, look, ǶΘ ǗȍieǷd doesǷ’t deseȍΑe all this. All Βe Βeȍe tȍΘiǷǘ to do is
put oǷ a ǁhaȍitΘ eΑeǷt aǷd ȍaise ǶoǷeΘ Ǘoȍ soǶethiǷǘ positiΑe. He’s ΒilliǷǘ to
take tiǶe out oǗ his sǁhedule to dȍiΑe all the ΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ Los AǷǘeles to the
IǶpeȍial 0alleΘ, ǀut iǗ Θou’Αe ǘot ǁoǷǁeȍǷs aǀout seǁuȍitΘ aǷd hiǶ ǀeiǷǘ a ȍisk,
Βe ǁaǷ just ǁall this oϦ.঑



OǷe oǗ the ǁaptaiǷs iǷ the ȍooǶ said, ঐPieȍǁe, hold oǷ, Βe’ll Βoȍk this out.঑
Beǁause it Βas a huǘe thiǷǘ that Iǁe Βas ǘoiǷǘ to ǁoǶe, aǷd eΑeǷ a ǀuǷǁh oǗ the
staϦ Βeȍe lookiǷǘ ǗoȍΒaȍd to it.

ঐNo, Βe’ȍe ǘood, Βe’ȍe ǘood. I’ll let Iǁe kǷoΒ that it’s oϦ.঑
DuȍiǷǘ ǶΘ ǷeΗt phoǷe slot, I ǁalled Iǁe at his oϩǁe aǷd eΗplaiǷed.
ঐLook, ǶaǷ, theΘ tȍippiǷ’. I apoloǘize.঑
A Βeek lateȍ, the ȍeal ΒaȍdeǷ Βas ǀaǁk—he pulled Ƕe out oǗ the liǷe at

ǀȍeakǗast, ΒaǷtiǷǘ to kǷoΒ eΗaǁtlΘ Βhat happeǷed.
ঐ2heǷ Θou Βeȍe oǷ ΑaǁatioǷ, siȍ, the aǁtiǷǘ ΒaȍdeǷ had all kiǷds oǗ seǁuȍitΘ

ǁoǷǁeȍǷs, so Βe shut it doΒǷ.঑
The ΒaȍdeǷ ǘaΑe Ƕe this look like he Βas ǘeǷuiǷelΘ disappoiǷted. ঐ2hΘ

doǷ’t Θou haΑe Iǁe-T ǁall Ƕe aǷd Βe ǁaǷ talk aǀout it?঑ he said.
I didǷ’t eΑeǷ ȍelaΘ the Ƕessaǘe to Iǁe. I didǷ’t ΒaǷt to staȍt the Βhole pȍoǁess

aǘaiǷ, oǷlΘ to haΑe theǶ pull the ȍuǘ out ǗȍoǶ uǷdeȍ us oΑeȍ soǶe ǀullshit.

ICE

PeȍǗoȍǶiǷǘ Ǘoȍ ǁats oǷ the iǷside is diϦeȍeǷt. I did oǷe shoΒ Βith Paul
Rodȍiǘuez at SaǷ QueǷtiǷ aǷd that Βas deep. 2heǷeΑeȍ Βe ǘet the ǁall to ǁoǶe
to oǷe oǗ these pȍisoǷs, I saΘ, ঐCool,঑ ǀut theǷ theȍe’s a loǷǘ-ass sǁȍeeǷiǷǘ
pȍoǁess aǷd Θou just ǷeΑeȍ kǷoΒ hoΒ it’s ǘoiǷǘ to plaΘ out. EΑeȍΘ pȍisoǷ is
diϦeȍeǷt. 8ou ǁaǷ’t haΑe aǷΘ ǗeloǷies oǷ Θouȍ ȍeǁoȍd. NeaȍlΘ eΑeȍΘoǷe iǷ ǶΘ
ǁȍeΒ—SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, Al P., SeaǷ E. Maǁ, Biǘ Riǁh—all oǗ theǶ haΑe doǷe tiǶe
aǷd ǁaǷ’t ǘet the ǁleaȍaǷǁe to ǁoǶe Βith Ƕe.

2heǷ Spike put toǘetheȍ the idea oǗ Ƕe ǁoǶiǷǘ to Calipatȍia to do a ǁhaȍitΘ
eΑeǷt, Βe Βeȍe ΒaitiǷǘ Ǘoȍ the ǘȍeeǷ liǘht, ǀut hoǷestlΘ, I doǷ’t thiǷk it Βas eΑeȍ
ǘoiǷǘ to happeǷ. Spike Βas at a LeΑel I0. A supeȍ-ΑioleǷt joiǷt. That plaǁe Βas
just too hiǘh-poΒeȍed. SoǶeǀodΘ iǷ the adǶiǷistȍatioǷ Βas alΒaΘs ǘoiǷǘ to ϯǷd
aǷ eΗǁuse to sȌuash it at the last ǶiǷute.

Ouȍ ǗȍieǷd Miǁhael Caȍteȍ did ǶaǷaǘe to ǘet us iǷto the plaǁe Βheȍe he Βas
doiǷǘ tiǶe, Hiǘh Deseȍt State PȍisoǷ. But Miǁhael Caȍteȍ Βas suǁh a ǗuǁkiǷǘ
plaΘeȍ, ǶaǷ! He ϯǷessed it, ȍaǷ soǶe sliǁk ǘaǶe, plaΘiǷǘ oǷe ΒaȍdeǷ aǘaiǷst the



otheȍ. Spike tȍied to do eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ ǀΘ the ǀook; Mike did the opposite. He
Βaited till the ȍeal ΒaȍdeǷ Βas out oǗ toΒǷ aǷd soǶehoΒ peȍsuaded the aǁtiǷǘ
ΒaȍdeǷ that the shoΒ Βas all pȍeappȍoΑed, aǷd the ǷeΗt thiǷǘ Βe kǷoΒ Βe ǘet a
ǁall saΘiǷǘ, ঐIt’s a ǘo.঑ Al P., SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, Riǁh—eΑeȍΘǀodΘ Βith ǗeloǷΘ
ǁoǷΑiǁtioǷs, theΘ still ǁaǶe iǷside Βith Ƕe. 2e liteȍallΘ Βalked iǷto that pȍisoǷ
Βith aǷΑil ǁases. NoǀodΘ eΑeǷ ǁheǁked ouȍ eȌuipǶeǷt. 2e ǁould haΑe had
ǶaǁhiǷe ǘuǷs iǷ those ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs!

TheΘ esǁoȍt us iǷside, aǷd theȍe’s Miǁhael Caȍteȍ ΒeaȍiǷǘ Guǁǁi ǘlasses aǷd
ǘatoȍs—iǷ prisoȍ. He Βas dȍessed like a ǁluǀ pȍoǶoteȍ, had a ǘȍeeǷȍooǶ set up
Βith ǁateȍiǷǘ aǷd eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ. 2e did a Ǘull peȍǗoȍǶaǷǁe iǷ the ǘΘǶ. I did
ঐOȍiǘiǷal GaǷǘsteȍ,঑ ঐColoȍs,঑ ঐࡷ ’N the MoȍǷiǷ’,঑ ঐNeΒ Jaǁk Hustleȍ঑—all
ǶΘ haȍd-ǁoȍe shit, didǷ’t toǷe aǷΘthiǷǘ doΒǷ. It Βas like aǷΘ otheȍ ǁoǷǁeȍt oǷ
the outside; the oǷlΘ ΒaΘ Θou kǷeΒ Θou Βeȍe iǷ a pȍisoǷ is ǀeǁause ΒheǷ it ǁaǶe
tiǶe to leaΑe, ǷoǀodΘ ǁould ǁoǶe out Βith us. Otheȍ thaǷ that, Θou kǷoΒ, the
iǷǶates Βeȍe iǷ ǁhaȍǘe, aǷd Βe all had a ǘȍeat ǗuǁkiǷǘ tiǶe.

OǷǁe Βe leǗt, that’s ΒheǷ Mike ǁauǘht soǶe statiǁ. He ΒeǷt iǷ the hole Ǘoȍ
tΒo ǶoǷths aǗteȍ the ΒaȍdeǷ ǁaǶe ǀaǁk aǷd ǘot pissed oϦ—ǀeǁause the shoΒ
hadǷ’t ǀeeǷ appȍoΑed at all!

But Mike said that tΒo ǶoǷths iǷ the hole Βas Βoȍth it ǀeǁause oǗ the juiǁe
he ǘot oϦ oǗ that oǷe shoΒ. He ȍode his ǀid out ǗȍoǶ that juiǁe. He ǁaǶe out oǗ
the hole aǷd the Βhole pȍisoǷ tȍeated hiǶ like a kiǷǘ.

That’s the ǶiǷd oǗ a plaΘeȍ. I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ Mike lauǘhiǷǘ aǀout it lateȍ:
ঐSoǶetiǶes it’s ǀetteȍ to ask Ǘoȍ ǗoȍǘiΑeǷess thaǷ peȍǶissioǷ.঑

SPIKE

AǗteȍ that ǁhaȍitΘ shoΒ Ǘell thȍouǘh, I did ǘet soǶe positiΑe ǷeΒs. I ǗouǷd out
that ǶΘ haȍdship tȍaǷsǗeȍ ȍeȌuest Βas appȍoΑed, aǷd I Βas sǁheduled to ǀe
ǶoΑed to LaǷǁasteȍ, just tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe ǶiǷutes Ƿoȍth oǗ L.A., Βheȍe at least
ǶaΘǀe I ǁould haΑe soǶe Ǘaǁe-to-Ǘaǁe ǁoǷtaǁt Βith ǗaǶilΘ ǶeǶǀeȍs.

All ǶΘ pȍopeȍtΘ Βas paǁked up aǷd ΒaitiǷǘ to ǀe shipped, aǷd theǷ soǶe
ǁȍaziǷess juǶped oϦ oǷ JaǷuaȍΘ 3, ࡺࡺࡺࡲ.



The Suȍeños aǷd the Blaǁks ǘot iǷto a Ƕajoȍ ȍaǁe ȍiot. All oǗ Calipatȍia eǷded
up iǷ a state oǗ eǶeȍǘeǷǁΘ that lasted Ƕoȍe thaǷ siΗ ǶoǷths.

It all staȍted ΒheǷ this Eiǘht TȍaΘ GaǷǘsteȍ ǷaǶed IǷsaǷe Mike Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to
liǘht a ǁiǘaȍette iǷ his ǁell ǀΘ puttiǷǘ tΒo pȍoǷǘs oǗ a papeȍ ǁlip iǷto aǷ eleǁtȍiǁal
soǁket. He ΒouǷd up ǀloΒiǷǘ the Βhole poΒeȍ ǘȍid oǷ the Βall oǷ that tieȍ. His
ǷeΗt-dooȍ Ƿeiǘhǀoȍ Βas the shot-ǁalleȍ oǗ the Suȍeños. It Βas a ΒeekeǷd, so that
ǶeaǷt Ƿo poΒeȍ—Ƿo T0 pȍoǘȍaǶs—aǷd the shot-ǁalleȍ Βas ȍeallΘ pissed oϦ.

The Suȍeños ǁalled a ǶeetiǷǘ Βith the ǘuΘ Βho had the keΘs to ǁaȍ Ǘoȍ the
Eiǘht TȍaΘs, a liǗeȍ ǷaǶed Maǁ-ࡱࡲ, aǷd iǶǶediatelΘ theΘ deǶaǷded that the
ETGs ȍoll IǷsaǷe Mike oϦ the Θaȍd. Maǁ-ࡱࡲ tells theǶ stȍaiǘht up, ঐListeǷ, doǷ’t
Ƿo otheȍ ǗuǁkiǷǘ ȍaǁe diǁtate shit to us. 2e’ll haǷdle this hoΒ Βe see ϯt to haǷdle
it.঑

Just like Βhat happeǷed ΒheǷ I Βas at SusaǷΑille, ΒheǷ Θou staȍt shot-ǁalliǷǘ
to aǷotheȍ ȍaǁe, Θou’ȍe ǁȍossiǷǘ the ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ liǷe.

Maǁ-ࡱࡲ hits the Θaȍd to talk to all the diϦeȍeǷt Cȍip sets. This shit aϦeǁts all
Cȍips, eΑeǷ RolliǷ’ ࡱࡷs, Βho aȍe loǷǘtiǶe eǷeǶies oǗ Eiǘht TȍaΘs. NoǷe oǗ the
iǷteȍǷal Cȍip politiǁs Ƕatteȍs iǗ soǶethiǷǘ kiǁks oϦ ǀetΒeeǷ the HispaǷiǁs aǷd
the Blaǁks. Most oǗ us Βeȍe still iǷ the ǀliǷd—it ΒasǷ’t ouȍ ǀuildiǷǘ Βheȍe the
iǷǁideǷt happeǷed—aǷd ΒheǷ Βe heaȍd that the Suȍeños’ shot-ǁalleȍ told the
ETGs to ȍoll IǷsaǷe Mike oϦ the Θaȍd, eΑeȍΘ siǷǘle oǷe oǗ us Βas outȍaǘed.

ঐFuǁk Ƿo,঑ I said. ঐHe aiǷ’t sǷitǁhed oǷ ǷoǀodΘ. He aiǷ’t Ƿo ǁhild Ƕolesteȍ.
2hat the Ǘuǁk aȍe Θou ǘoiǷǘ ȍoll hiǶ up Ǘoȍ? Beǁause he ǀleΒ out a liǘht
soǁket?঑

MaΘǀe the ETGs ǁould DP hiǶ ǀΘ seǷdiǷǘ thȍee hoǶies to ǀeat his ass, ǀut
that’s it.

The teǷsioǷ is ǶouǷtiǷǘ oǷ B Θaȍd. All the HispaǷiǁs aȍe ΒaitiǷǘ to see hoΒ
the Cȍips aȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ȍespoǷd. Moȍe aǷd Ƕoȍe Suȍeños aȍe ǀeiǷǘ told to all
ǁoǶe outside. 2e kǷoΒ that ΒheǷ theΘ ǘet the oȍdeȍ, theΘ’ll ǶoΑe as oǷe
disǁipliǷed uǷit.

As the daΘ stȍetǁhed oǷ, the HispaǷiǁs saΒ Βe ΒeȍeǷ’t takiǷǘ aǷΘ iǶǶediate
aǁtioǷ aǷd ǘot pissed oϦ. TheΘ pȍoΑoked aǷ iǷǁideǷt Βith this ǘȍoup oǗ Bloods
Βho had ǷothiǷǘ to do Βith it aǷd Βeȍe plaΘiǷǘ haǷdǀall oǷ the ǁouȍt.



Theiȍ haǷdǀall ϲeΒ oΑeȍ a ǗeǷǁe Βheȍe the Suȍeños Βeȍe sittiǷǘ. TheΘ
ǘȍaǀǀed the ǀall aǷd iǷstead oǗ thȍoΒiǷǘ it ǀaǁk, theΘ told the Bloods, ঐFuǁk
Θou.঑

The Bloods haΑe Ƿo idea Βheȍe this is ǁoǶiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ, aǷd theΘ staȍt ǘȍoupiǷǘ
up. All oǗ us Cȍips staȍt ΒalkiǷǘ oϦ the iȍoǷ pile aǷd Ƕet up Βith the Bloods to
heaȍ Βhat happeǷed.

ঐThe Southsideȍs ǘot ouȍ ǀall, theΘ ϲipped us oϦ, said, ঒Fuǁk Θou’ out oǗ
ǷoΒheȍe, Βe doǷ’t kǷoΒ Βhat the Ǘuǁk this is aǀout. TheΘ ǀlataǷtlΘ
disȍespeǁted us. 2e aiǷ’t haΑiǷǘ it.঑

A ǀloΒǷ Ǘuse. A haȍdǖall, Ǘoȍ Ǘuǁk’s sake.
MiǷoȍ shit, ǀut it’s ǶoȍphiǷǘ iǷto soǶethiǷǘ Ƕajoȍ ǷoΒ. SoǶethiǷǘ that’s

Ƿot ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe ȍesolΑed ǀΘ talkiǷǘ. The teǷsioǷ is ǘettiǷǘ heaΑieȍ, ǀeǁause Θou
ǘot all the Cȍips oǷ hiǘh aleȍt, the Suȍeños oǷ hiǘh aleȍt, aǷd ǷoΒ the Bloods Ǘeel
disȍespeǁted. The poliǁe iǷ the ǘuǷ toΒeȍs see soǶethiǷǘ ǀad is ǀȍeΒiǷǘ oǷ B
Θaȍd.

All the Suȍeños aȍe outside, sittiǷǘ oǷ ǀeǷǁhes, Ƿot ΒoȍkiǷǘ out, Ƿot
ΒalkiǷǘ, Ƿot plaΘiǷǘ ǀall; theΘ’ȍe ΒaitiǷǘ Ǘoȍ the ǁoǶǶaǷd ǗȍoǶ theiȍ shot-
ǁalleȍ. EΑeȍΘ siǷǘle oǷe oǗ us Βho had soǶe iǷϲueǷǁe iǷ ouȍ ǁaȍs—all the
diϦeȍeǷt sets oǗ Cȍips aǷd Bloods—seǷt out the Βoȍd that Βe’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǀȍiǷǘ
it to the Suȍeños’ leadeȍship ǀeǗoȍe theΘ ǁaǷ ǘiΑe the oȍdeȍ to stȍike at us.

The Αaȍious shot-ǁalleȍs deǁided that the Eiǘht TȍaΘs aǷd the Bloods Βeȍe
ǘoiǷǘ to ǀȍiǷǘ it to theǶ, aǷd the ȍest oǗ us—all otheȍ Blaǁk iǷǶates—Βould
haΑe theiȍ ǀaǁks.

Theiȍ plaǷ Βas to ǁatǁh the Suȍeños shot-ǁalleȍ aǷd all his lieuteǷaǷts ȍiǘht
ΒheǷ theΘ Βeȍe leaΑiǷǘ the ǁhoΒ hall aǗteȍ ǀȍeakǗast. The ǷeΗt ǶoȍǷiǷǘ iǷ the
ȍotuǷda—the oǷe passaǘeΒaΘ out oǗ the liǷe oǗ siǘht oǗ the ǘuǷ toΒeȍs—theΘ
ǁauǘht the shot-ǁalleȍ aǷd his people aǷd staǀǀed theǶ all. TheǷ the staǀǀiǷǘ
also juǶped oϦ iǷ the kitǁheǷ. The Bloods aǷd Eiǘht TȍaΘs had the eleǶeǷt oǗ
suȍpȍise aǷd ǘot the ǀetteȍ oǗ the ϯǘhtiǷǘ. The ǘuǷ toΒeȍs staȍted ϯȍiǷǘ ȍuǀǀeȍ
ǀullets. The alaȍǶ souǷded aǷd eΑeȍΘǀodΘ had to lie doΒǷ.

IǷ the ϯǷal ǁouǷt, tΒeǷtΘ-tΒo dudes had to ǘo to the hospital.
It Βas the Βoȍst-eΑeȍ ȍaǁe ȍiot at Calipatȍia.



2e Βeȍe iǶǶediatelΘ oǷ loǁkdoΒǷ. IǷ ȍetaliatioǷ Ǘoȍ the attaǁk oǷ theiȍ shot-
ǁalleȍ aǷd his people, the Suȍeños ǘaΑe out the oȍdeȍ to kill oǷe oǗ us. The poliǁe
kǷoΒ theΘ ǁaǷ’t eΑeǷ ȍisk opeǷiǷǘ the ǘates, ǀeǁause the ǶiǷute theΘ do, the
Suȍeños Βill seǷd toȍpedoes to take out aǷΘ Blaǁk dudes theΘ ǁaǷ ǘet ǁlose to.

The Βhole pȍisoǷ staΘs oǷ loǁkdoΒǷ Βhile theȍe’s aǷ iǷΑestiǘatioǷ. 8ou ǁaǷ’t
ǘo to Βoȍk. 8ou doǷ’t ǘet Θaȍd tiǶe. No phoǷe ǁalls oȍ paǁkaǘes. 8ou eat eΑeȍΘ
Ƕeal iǷ Θouȍ ǁell. The oǷlΘ ǶoΑeǶeǷt is ΒheǷ the poliǁe take Θou iǷ haǷdǁuϦs
to the shoΒeȍ—aǷd theΘ Ƕiǘht do that eΑeȍΘ thȍee daΘs. SiΗ ǶoǷths loǁked iǷ
Θouȍ siΗ-ǀΘ-ǷiǷe ǁell, Ƿot ǘoiǷǘ ǷoΒheȍe, eΑeȍΘǀodΘ sΒeatiǷǘ aǷd Ǘȍustȍated.

AǷd duȍiǷǘ the state oǗ eǶeȍǘeǷǁΘ, all the haȍdship tȍaǷsǗeȍs aȍe put oǷ hold.
TheΘ staȍt dispeȍsiǷǘ Αaȍious shot-ǁalleȍs ǗȍoǶ the Cȍips, Bloods, aǷd Suȍeños
Βho theΘ deteȍǶiǷed iǷstiǘated the ΑioleǷǁe.

A ǗeΒ oǗ ǶΘ hoǶies ǗȍoǶ 3ࡱs Βeȍe seǷt to LaǷǁasteȍ oǷ ǀuses. AǷd
iǶǶediatelΘ the ȍiotiǷǘ ǀetΒeeǷ Blaǁks aǷd HispaǷiǁs juǶped oϦ theȍe. The
adǶiǷistȍatioǷ at LaǷǁasteȍ seǷds ǀaǁk Βoȍd: We doȍ’t ͏aȍt aȍy Ȍore BlaǗks
aȍd HispaȍiǗs ǗoȌiȍǮ ǭroȌ Calipatria. TheΘ doǷ’t ΒaǷt the ΑioleǷǁe to spȍead
Ǘuȍtheȍ.

BottoǶ liǷe: ǀeǁause oǗ the ȍaǁe ȍiot, I ǷeΑeȍ ǘot ǶΘ haȍdship tȍaǷsǗeȍ to
LaǷǁasteȍ. IǷstead, as theΘ ǁoǷtiǷue shippiǷǘ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ out, theΘ tell Ƕe I’Ƕ
ǀeiǷǘ ǀused to CeǷtiǷela, Βhiǁh is ǗoȍtΘ-ϯΑe ǶiǷutes south, still iǷ the IǶpeȍial
0alleΘ. At CeǷtiǷela, the HispaǷiǁs outǷuǶǀeȍ the Blaǁks teǷ to oǷe.

I’Ƕ ȍeallΘ Ǘȍustȍated aǷd pissed oϦ ǀeǁause I’Ƕ Ƿo ǁloseȍ to ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ—aǷd
I’Ƕ ȍealiziǷǘ that theȍe’s Ƿo ΒaΘ I’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ to see ǶΘ dad ǀeǗoȍe he dies. The ΑeȍΘ
ǷeΗt daΘ, theΘ seǷd Ƕe to the ǁouǷseloȍ’s oϩǁe. AǷd Βe ȍeallΘ ǘot oϦ to a ǀad
staȍt.

ঐEΗǁuse Ƕe, Ƕa’aǶ, ǶΘ ǷaǶe is AltoǷ Pieȍǁe. I ΒaǷted to speak to Θou
ǀeǁause I Βas ǘȍaǷted a haȍdship tȍaǷsǗeȍ to LaǷǁasteȍ—঑

ঐLaǷǁasteȍ is Ƿot aǁǁeptiǷǘ aǷΘǀodΘ,঑ she said, Ƿot eΑeǷ ǀotheȍiǷǘ to look up
ǗȍoǶ heȍ papeȍΒoȍk.

ঐ8es, I kǷoΒ, Ƕa’aǶ, I’Ƕ tȍΘiǷǘ to eΗplaiǷ to Θou aǀout ǶΘ haȍdship—঑
ঐEΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet a haȍdship.঑
ঐ8ou doǷ’t uǷdeȍstaǷd, Ƕa’aǶ. I Βas alȍeadΘ Ǯraȍted a haȍdship.঑
She staȍed at Ƕe aǷd sǷapped: ঐLook, Θou Ƿeed to step outta ǶΘ oϩǁe.঑



I Ǘelt ǁoǶpletelΘ stuǁk, aǷd ǶΘ ǗȍustȍatioǷ kept ǀuildiǷǘ. I tȍusted ǶΘ
ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ’s Ǘaith ΒheǷ she asked God to Βatǁh oΑeȍ Ƕe, ǀut the stȍeet dude
iǷside oǗ Ƕe Βas still tȍΘiǷǘ to thiǷk oǗ soǶe ΒaΘ out. EΑeȍΘ ǶoȍǷiǷǘ I’d Βake
up ǗeeliǷǘ like a ΒolǗ Βith his leǘ iǷ a tȍap—despeȍatelΘ lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ aǷΘ kiǷd oǗ
Βiǘǘle ȍooǶ.

It’s tΒisted, ǀut this is the thiǷkiǷǘ oǗ a ȍeal stȍeet ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ. EΑeǷ
thouǘh I’Ƕ ǘuiltΘ, eΑeǷ thouǘh I kǷoΒ I Βas the ǶasteȍǶiǷd oǗ this ǁȍiǶe, I’Ƕ
tȍΘiǷǘ to ϯǷd soǶe aǷǘle so I ǁaǷ ǀe ȍeleased eaȍlΘ aǷd see ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ soǶehoΒ.
IǷ ǶΘ ǶiǷd, I’Ƕ still the sliǁk-ass ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ Βho ǁaǷ ǶaǷipulate thiǷǘs to
his adΑaǷtaǘe.

I hadǷ’t talked to ǶΘ ǶoǶ Ǘoȍ a ǶiǷute. I ǘot oǷ the phoǷe iǷ the daΘȍooǶ
at CeǷtiǷela aǷd staȍted telliǷǘ heȍ aǀout this Βild sǁheǶe I had: iǗ I ǁould ǘet
oǷe oǗ the dudes Βho ǘaΑe depositioǷs aǘaiǷst Ƕe to siǘǷ aǷ aϩdaΑit, ǶaΘǀe I
ǁaǷ ǘet ǀaǁk iǷto ǁouȍt Ǘoȍ a ǷeΒ eΑideǷtiaȍΘ heaȍiǷǘ aǷd ǘet hiǶ to saΘ
soǶethiǷǘ eΗǁulpatoȍΘ—hoǷestlΘ, I Βas just ȍaǶǀliǷǘ oǷ, talkiǷǘ soǶe Ǘaȍ-
Ǘetǁhed ǀullshit that Βas ǷeΑeȍ ǘoiǷǘ to happeǷ.

MΘ Ƕotheȍ ǁut Ƕe oϦ ǶidseǷteǷǁe.
ঐBaǀΘ, ǀe Ȣuiet! 8ou’ȍe Ƿot iǷ ǁoǷtȍol aǷΘǶoȍe. God is iǷ ǁoǷtȍol. AǷd God

is ǘoiǷǘ to ǘet Θou out iǷ His oΒǷ tiǶe.঑
The poΒeȍ oǗ heȍ Βoȍds kǷoǁked Ƕe ǀaǁk.
What did Ȍy Ȍother just tell Ȍe?
It Βas the ϯȍst tiǶe iǷ ǶΘ liǗe that I eΑeȍ ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ ȍaisiǷǘ heȍ

Αoiǁe to Ƕe. She Βas suǁh a deΑout ChȍistiaǷ ladΘ. A paiǷteȍ. A ǁhildȍeǷ’s ǀook
illustȍatoȍ. She didǷ’t dȍiǷk, didǷ’t sǶoke, didǷ’t ǁuȍse. Heȍ deǶeaǷoȍ Βas
alΒaΘs ǁalǶ aǷd soǗt-spokeǷ.

AǷΘoǷe else ǁould haΑe said those saǶe Βoȍds to Ƕe aǷd it ΒouldǷ’t haΑe
Ƕade a ǀit oǗ diϦeȍeǷǁe, ǀut ΒheǷ ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ said it, I Βas speeǁhless.

You’re ȍot iȍ Ǘoȍtrol aȍyȌore.
God is iȍ Ǘoȍtrol.
HoǷestlΘ, it ΒasǷ’t a Ƕessaǘe I ΒaǷted to heaȍ.
But it Βas the Ƕessaǘe I Ƿeeded to heaȍ.



2heǷ I ǘot oϦ the phoǷe, it ȍesoǷated Βith Ƕe. I kept thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout it.
DaΘs aǷd ǶoǷths aǷd Θeaȍs passed ǀΘ. EΑeǷ at this ΑeȍΘ ǶoǶeǷt, ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ’s
Βoȍds eǁho iǷ ǶΘ ǶiǷd.

The plaΘeȍ-hustleȍ that I peȍǁeiΑed ǶΘselǗ to ǀe, that ΒasǷ’t Βho ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ
raised Ƕe to ǀe. 2e Βeȍe ȍaised iǷ the Baptist Chuȍǁh. I didǷ’t lose ǶΘ Ǘaith, ǀut
I ΒasǷ’t seȍΑiǷǘ God aǷΘǶoȍe.

I sat theȍe iǷ ǶΘ ǁell, ȍeϲeǁtiǷǘ, ȍeadiǷǘ passaǘes oǗ Sǁȍiptuȍe. I thouǘht aǀout
Saul, oǷ the ȍoad to DaǶasǁus, ǘettiǷǘ ǀliǷded ǀΘ a ΑisioǷ oǗ the Loȍd. The
epiphaǷΘ Βas so poΒeȍǗul that his heaȍt ǁhaǷǘed. He suǀǶitted to seȍΑiǷǘ God
aǷd ǀeǁaǶe SaiǷt Paul.

MΘ Ƕotheȍ didǷ’t ȍaise Ƕe to ǀe doiǷǘ all the destȍuǁtiΑe, ǷeǘatiΑe thiǷǘs
that laǷded Ƕe iǷ pȍisoǷ, doiǷǘ this liǗe seǷteǷǁe.

I didǷ’t haΑe aǷΘ ǁoǶpassioǷ Ǘoȍ soǁietΘ ΒheǷ I Βas ǁoǶiǷǘ up. NoǷe. FȍoǶ
the tiǶe I Βas a teeǷaǘeȍ, ǶΘ selϯshǷess Βas supȍeǶe. MΘ eǘo Βas out oǗ
ǁoǷtȍol. EΑeȍΘthiǷǘ Βas aǀout iǷstaǷt ǘȍatiϯǁatioǷ.

I ȍeed to Ǯet this ȍe͏ Beȍz, I ȍeed to Ǯet this χy je͏elry, I ȍeed to hit a Ȍillioȍ-
dollar liǗk.…

All I ǁaȍed aǀout Βas Ƕe. I Βas out theȍe iǷ the stȍeets takiǷǘ shit aǷd ǷeΑeȍ
thouǘht aǀout the ȍipple eϦeǁts, all the diϦeȍeǷt ΒaΘs Βhat I Βas doiǷǘ Βas
haȍǶiǷǘ people. I didǷ’t thiǷk that ΒheǷ I ȍoǀǀed soǶeǀodΘ’s stoȍe, ǶaΘǀe
theΘ had a ǁhild iǷ the hospital aǷd ǁouldǷ’t paΘ the ǀills ǀeǁause oǗ Βhat I took
ǗȍoǶ theǶ.

FȍoǶ the ǶoǶeǷt I aǁǁepted those Βoȍds—ঐ8ou’ȍe Ƿot iǷ ǁoǷtȍol
aǷΘǶoȍe঑—I kǷeΒ I ǁould ǷeΑeȍ ǀe the saǶe ǶaǷ I Βas ΒheǷ I Ǘell.

I had a loǷǘ jouȍǷeΘ ahead oǗ Ƕe—a diϩǁult pȍoǁess oǗ ǶakiǷǘ that iǷǷeȍ
ǁhaǷǘe—ǀut it staȍted theȍe iǷ ǶΘ ǁell iǷ CeǷtiǷela Βith oǷe ȍealizatioǷ.

I had to ǖeǗoȌe Ȍy Ȍother’s soȍ aǮaiȍ.

ICE

Youȍ eǘo aǷd ȍealitΘ soǶetiǶes ϯǘht eaǁh otheȍ. RealitΘ is staȍiǷǘ Θou iǷ the
Ǘaǁe, ǀut Θouȍ eǘo doesǷ’t ΒaǷt to aǁǁept it.



2e all ǘo thȍouǘh it, iǷ diϦeȍeǷt ΒaΘs, at diϦeȍeǷt phases oǗ ouȍ liΑes.
At the saǶe tiǶe Spike Βas haΑiǷǘ to ǁheǁk his eǘo aǷd aǁǁept ǁeȍtaiǷ haȍd

tȍuths aǀout hiǶselǗ—ǗaǁiǷǘ up to the Ǘaǁt that his Βhole ΒaΘ oǗ thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout
liǗe, ǀeiǷǘ a plaΘeȍ aǷd hustleȍ, had led hiǶ ǷoΒheȍe—I Βas ǘoiǷǘ thȍouǘh ǶΘ
oΒǷ pȍoǁess oǗ aǁǁeptaǷǁe.

BΘ the late ’ࡱࡺs, I Βas at a ǁȍossȍoads. I ΒasǷ’t iǷ the ǀest zoǷe ǁaȍeeȍ-Βise. MΘ
ȍap ȍeǁoȍds ΒeȍeǷ’t selliǷǘ like theΘ used to. MΘ ȍoǁk ǀaǷd Βas iǷ tatteȍs. I had
ǶΘ Ǘoot iǷ the aǁtiǷǘ ǘaǶe, ǀut I ΒasǷ’t ǘettiǷǘ the ǘȍeatest ȍoles; I staȍted doiǷǘ
all these loΒ-ǀudǘet B ǶoΑies, ȍatheȍ thaǷ ǘettiǷǘ oϦeȍs to do studio piǁtuȍes.
8ou ǁaǷ Ƕake a liΑiǷǘ aǁtiǷǘ iǷ these ǁheapeȍ ǶoΑies that ǷeΑeȍ ǘet ȍeleased iǷ
theateȍs—it Ƕiǘht ǀe a siΗteeǷ-daΘ shoot aǷd Θou still ǘet a deǁeǷt ǁheǁk. I
ǶeaǷ, it’ll keep Θouȍ ǀills paid. I didǷ’t ȍeallΘ ǶiǷd doiǷǘ little loΒ-ǀudǘet ϯlǶs
ǀeǁause I ǷeΑeȍ looked at ǶΘselǗ as a ǶoΑie staȍ. AǁtiǷǘ Βas all just a hustle to
Ƕe.

But the dȍop-oϦ iǷ ǶΘ Ƕusiǁ sales—Θeah, at ϯȍst, that Βas a ȍeal ǗuǁkiǷǘ eǘo
ǀloΒ.

Most ȍappeȍs oȍ ǶusiǁiaǷs Βho’Αe tasted soǶe suǁǁess ǘo thȍouǘh this saǶe
jouȍǷeΘ. Out the ǀoΗ, Θou’ȍe ȍed ǗuǁkiǷǘ hot; all Θouȍ ǁoǷǁeȍts aȍe selliǷǘ out;
Θou’ȍe ǶakiǷǘ oǷe hit ȍeǁoȍd aǗteȍ the ǷeΗt. 8ou Ǘeel kiǷd oǗ uǷtouǁhaǀle. AǷd
iǗ Θou’ȍe luǁkΘ, Θou sustaiǷ that leΑel Ǘoȍ a Βhile.

I had ϯΑe stȍaiǘht ǘold alǀuǶs—aǀout a teǷ-Θeaȍ plateau—aǷd theǷ ǶΘ sales
just dȍopped oϦ a steep ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁliϦ. FȍoǶ ǀeiǷǘ aǀle to ship halǗ a ǶillioǷ
ȍeǁoȍds, suddeǷlΘ I Βas oǷlΘ shippiǷǘ 2 .ࡱࡱࡱ,ࡱࡶࡲheǷ I ϯȍst ȍealized it Βas
happeǷiǷǘ, I took it peȍsoǷallΘ, ǀut that ǗeeliǷǘ lasted ǶaΘǀe tΒo ǶoǷths. I
Ƿotiǁed that it Βas the saǶe stoȍΘ Ǘoȍ Puǀliǁ EǷeǶΘ, EPMD, Eȍiǁ B. & RakiǶ.
All these aȍtists I ȍespeǁted Βeȍe Ƿo loǷǘeȍ selliǷǘ like theΘ used to. I said, ঐOkaΘ,
theȍe’s a paȍadiǘǶ shiǗt ǘoiǷǘ oǷ. Hip-hop is tȍaǷsitioǷiǷǘ to a ǷeΒ ǘeǷeȍatioǷ.঑

At the saǶe tiǶe I Βas seeiǷǘ ǶΘ sales dȍop oϦ, the Βhole Αiǀe iǷ ȍap had
Ƕoȍphed iǷto soǶethiǷǘ daȍkeȍ. Paǁ aǷd Biǘǘie Βeȍe dead. A ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǁats Βho
Βeȍe selliǷǘ Βell Βeȍe oǷ the pȍeǁipiǁe oǗ disasteȍ—ǘettiǷǘ shot, ǘoiǷǘ to jail,
iǷΑolΑed iǷ ǁoǷstaǷt ǀeeǗ.

I didǷ’t ǘet iǷto Ƕusiǁ to ǀe ǁauǘht up iǷ stȍeet ǀullshit—just the opposite. I
suȍΑeΘed the sǁeǷe aǷd said, ঐNah, I doǷ’t hustle ǀaǁkΒaȍd. IǗ I ǘotta ǘet iǷto



dȍaǶa to sell Ƕoȍe ȍeǁoȍds, theǷ Ǘuǁk it, I ǘuess I aiǷ’t selliǷǘ Ƕoȍe ȍeǁoȍds.঑
This Βas deϯǷitelΘ Ƿot the plaǁe I ΒaǷted to ǀe at ΒheǷ I Βas ǗoȍtΘ Θeaȍs old.

I had to pause aǷd ȍeassess Βheȍe I Βas headed.
OǷe oǗ the keΘs to ǶΘ ǁaȍeeȍ loǷǘeΑitΘ has ǀeeǷ aǷ aΒaȍeǷess that theȍe aȍe

tiǶes Θou Ƿeed to huǶǀle ΘouȍselǗ aǷd siǶplΘ sΒitǁh laǷes. 8ou Ƿeed to
ȍeǁoǘǷize that theȍe aȍe distiǷǁt phases to eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ aǷd ǀe ȍeadΘ to eǶǀȍaǁe
the ǁhaǷǘiǷǘ phases.

BeiǷǘ oȍphaǷed ǀΘ the tiǶe I Βas tΒelΑe, I didǷ’t haΑe a lot oǗ tiǶe Βith ǶΘ
paȍeǷts, so the thiǷǘs ǶΘ ǶoǶ aǷd dad said to Ƕe aȍe ȍeallΘ iǶpȍiǷted oǷ ǶΘ
ǶiǷd.

MΘ Ǘatheȍ Βas a ȍeal iǷteȍestiǷǘ ǁat. He ϯΗed ǁoǷΑeΘoȍ ǀelts Ǘoȍ a liΑiǷǘ. He
Βas a ǀlue-ǁollaȍ Βoȍkeȍ, ǀut at Ƿiǘht he dȍessed like a plaΘeȍ. He put oǷ his silk
shiȍts aǷd his ǘatoȍs to ǘo out aǷd do his thiǷǘ, Θou kǷoΒ?

IǷ the suǶǶeȍtiǶe I used to haΑe a Kool-Aid staǷd set up iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ the
house. A pitǁheȍ oǗ Kool-Aid ǁost ǶaΘǀe a dollaȍ aǷd I’d sell ǘlasses Ǘoȍ a Ȍuaȍteȍ
apieǁe. I’d ǀe aǀle to Ƕake a pȍoϯt oǗ eiǘht oȍ ǷiǷe ǀuǁks oǷ a hot daΘ. That Βas
a Ƿiǁe little hustle Ǘoȍ a ΘouǷǘsteȍ. But oǷe daΘ, the Βeatheȍ tuȍǷed ǁold aǷd
ǷoǀodΘ ǀouǘht aǷΘ Kool-Aid.

MΘ pops ǁaǶe hoǶe aǷd said, ঐHoΒ’d Θou do todaΘ?঑
ঐIt ǘot ǁold—I didǷ’t sell aǷΘthiǷǘ.঑
ঐ2ell, iǗ theΘ aiǷ’t ǀuΘiǷǘ Kool-Aid, sell ’eǶ ǁookies.঑
He ΒasǷ’t tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘiΑe Ƕe a sΒeepiǷǘ liǗe lessoǷ, ǀut eΑeǷ todaΘ, I thiǷk

aǀout Βhat ǶΘ dad said—aǷd it’s ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǘeǷius.
Doȍ’t let treȍds iȍ the Ȍarket affeǗt your hustle.
As the ǘaǶe ǁhaǷǘes, Θou Ƿeed to ǶoΑe aǷd adapt. IǗ the Ƕaȍket suddeǷlΘ

sΒitǁhes up oǷ Θou, doǷ’t ǘet stuǁk—pi͎ot.
IǷ ࡺࡺࡺࡲ, I ǘot oϦeȍed the ǁhaǷǁe to ǘuest staȍ oǷ La͏ & Order: SVU. I Βas

oǷlΘ ǀooked Ǘoȍ Ǘouȍ episodes. It ΒasǷ’t soǶe ǀiǘ ǁaȍeeȍ ǁhaǷǘe to Ƕe, just a ǘiǘ
so shoȍt-teȍǶ that I Βas staΘiǷǘ at a hotel iǷ ǶidtoΒǷ MaǷhattaǷ. But the
pȍoduǁeȍs liked ǶΘ ǁhaȍaǁteȍ, OdaϯǷ Tutuola, aǷd theΘ ΒaǷted to Βȍite Ƕoȍe
Ǘoȍ hiǶ. TheΘ asked iǗ I’d staΘ oǷ Ǘoȍ aǷotheȍ Θeaȍ.

I aǘȍeed, ǶostlΘ ǀeǁause I Ǘelt like ǶΘ Βhole liǗe Βas iǷ liǶǀo. BΘ the eǷd oǗ
the ࡱࡺࡺࡲs, ǶΘ ȍelatioǷship Βas eǷdiǷǘ Βith the ǶoǶ oǗ ǶΘ soǷ, Little Iǁe. So I



just piǁked up aǷd leǗt eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ I had iǷ L.A. aǷd tȍaǷsitioǷed to NeΒ 8oȍk. I
ΒeǷt ǗȍoǶ that ǀiǘ-ass house iǷ HollΘΒood Hills aǷd ǘot a oǷe-ǀedȍooǶ
apaȍtǶeǷt Βith Ƿo ǗuȍǷituȍe oǷ 2est EǷd AΑeǷue. LeǗt pȍettΘ Ƕuǁh all ǶΘ
possessioǷs aǷd just ǁaǶe to NeΒ 8oȍk to staȍt oΑeȍ aǘaiǷ.

I didǷ’t kǷoΒ Βheȍe this tΒist iǷ ǶΘ jouȍǷeΘ Βas ǘoiǷǘ to take Ƕe. I ǶeaǷ, I
didǷ’t haΑe a ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁȍΘstal ǀall iǷ ࡺࡺࡺࡲ. I had Ƿo idea that I Βas ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe oǷ
La͏ & Order Ǘoȍ Ƕoȍe thaǷ tΒeǷtΘ Θeaȍs aǷd ǀeǁoǶe the loǷǘest-ȍuǷǷiǷǘ Blaǁk
aǁtoȍ iǷ T0 histoȍΘ. I siǶplΘ ǗouǷd ǶΘselǗ iǷ NeΒ 8oȍk, iǷ a ǀetteȍ plaǁe,
ǶeǷtallΘ, phΘsiǁallΘ, eǶotioǷallΘ.

2ithiǷ a Θeaȍ, I’d Ƕet Coǁo, aǷd that ȌuiǁklΘ tuȍǷed iǷto aǷ aǶaziǷǘ
ȍelatioǷship—ǷoΒ a ǀeautiǗul Ƕaȍȍiaǘe, ǘoiǷǘ stȍoǷǘ Ƕoȍe thaǷ tΒeǷtΘ Θeaȍs.

2heǷ theΘ ǘaΑe Ƕe the paȍt, the Βȍiteȍs eΗplaiǷed FiǷ’s ǀaǁkstoȍΘ. His
paȍeǷts Βeȍe Blaǁk PaǷtheȍs, aǷd he’d ǘoǷe to laΒ sǁhool ǀut deǁided to joiǷ the
N8PD iǷstead oǗ ǀeǁoǶiǷǘ aǷ attoȍǷeΘ. But ǷoǷe oǗ that shit Βas ȍeallΘ helpiǷǘ
Ƕe ǘet iǷto the ǁhaȍaǁteȍ. TheǷ Diǁk 2olǗ ǁoǶes up to Ƕe. ঐIǁe,঑ he said, ঐΘou
doǷ’t ȍeallΘ like the ǁops, ȍiǘht?঑

ঐListeǷ, ǁops aȍe huǶaǷ ǀeiǷǘs. I aiǷ’t ǘot pȍoǀleǶs Βith all ǁops. SoǶe oǗ
’eǶ aȍe assholes. SoǶe oǗ ’eǶ aȍe ǁool.঑

ঐSo Θou adǶit Βe Ƿeed the poliǁe, ȍiǘht?঑
ঐ8eah.঑
ঐOkaΘ,঑ he saΘs, ঐso plaΘ the ǁop Βe Ƿeed.঑
I took that adΑiǁe to heaȍt. 2heǷ Θou see Ƕe doiǷǘ sǁeǷes as FiǷ, that’s just

Iǁe-T iǗ he had eǷded up a ǁop. A deǁeǷt, ǁeȍtiϯed ǁat Βho happeǷs to ǀe aǷ
N8PD deteǁtiΑe. All ǶΘ sǁeǷes, all ǶΘ liǷes, aȍe ϯlteȍed thȍouǘh ǶΘ oΒǷ
eΗpeȍieǷǁe aǷd peȍspeǁtiΑe.

2heǷ I staȍted shoΒiǷǘ up oǷ La͏ & Order, I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ ǁats like Spike
seǷdiǷǘ us Βoȍd that theΘ Βeȍe ΒatǁhiǷǘ Ƕe iǷ the peǷ. Dudes iǷ pȍisoǷ used to
saΘ I Βas like KeΘseȍ Söze: hidiǷǘ iǷ plaiǷ siǘht. OǷe oǗ ǶΘ plaΘeȍ ǗȍieǷds said,
ঐIǁe, Θou ǘoiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ the stȍeets to plaΘiǷǘ the poliǁe oǷ T0 is the ǀiǘǘest hustle
iǷ history, Θou kǷoΒ? 8ou Ƕade the ultiȌate ǘetaΒaΘ.঑

SPIKE



IǷ Oǁtoǀeȍ ࡱࡱࡱࡳ, I ϯǷallΘ ȍeǁeiΑed ǶΘ haȍdship tȍaǷsǗeȍ to DoǷoΑaǷ State
PȍisoǷ iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo. But it Βas too late Ǘoȍ Ƕe to see ǶΘ Ǘatheȍ. His ǁaǷǁeȍ had
pȍoǘȍessed aǷd theȍe Βas Ƿo ΒaΘ he ǁould Ƕake the ࡱࡳࡲ-Ƕile tȍip ǗȍoǶ L.A. to
SaǷ Dieǘo. MΘ dad died oǷ SepteǶǀeȍ ࡳࡱࡱࡳ ,ࡶࡳ, Βithout us eΑeȍ ǘettiǷǘ a
ǁhaǷǁe to see eaǁh otheȍ Ǘaǁe-to-Ǘaǁe aǘaiǷ.

At DoǷoΑaǷ, I joiǷed Kaiȍos, a pȍisoǷ-ǀased ǶiǷistȍΘ ǘȍoup, aǷd atteǷded
ǁhuȍǁh ȍeǘulaȍlΘ. Kaiȍos—that’s Gȍeek Ǘoȍ ঐGod’s TiǶe঑—ǀeǁaǶe aǷ iǷteǘȍal
paȍt oǗ ǶΘ liǗe. EΑeǷtuallΘ, I ǀeǘaǷ leǁtuȍiǷǘ theȍe as Βell. Kaiȍos Βas ǁȍuǁial iǷ
helpiǷǘ Ƕe ǁope Βith the ǘȍieǗ aǷd loss ΒithiǷ ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ—oǷǁe aǘaiǷ, helpiǷǘ
Ƕe see the ȍipple eϦeǁts oǗ ǶΘ ǀad deǁisioǷs.

MostlΘ Βhat I did at DoǷoΑaǷ Βas Βoȍk. Theȍe’s a ǀiǘ ǁoǶǶeȍǁial lauǷdȍΘ
iǷ the pȍisoǷ seȍΑiǁiǷǘ all these 0eteȍaǷs AdǶiǷistȍatioǷ hospitals aǷd loǁal
pȍisoǷs, aǷd I ǘot a Ǘull-tiǶe joǀ iǷ theȍe paΘiǷǘ Ƕe aǀout thiȍtΘ ǁeǷts aǷ houȍ.

2heǷ I ΒasǷ’t ΒoȍkiǷǘ iǷ the lauǷdȍΘ, I staȍted ΒȍitiǷǘ aǷd ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ soǷǘs.
This dude I Ƕet had a little ǁassette ȍeǁoȍdeȍ, aǷd oΑeȍ the Θeaȍs I ȍeǁoȍded
soǶethiǷǘ like siΗtΘ soǷǘs. I studied all the ȍappeȍs I loΑed aǷd ȍeallΘ aǷalΘzed
aǷd ǀȍoke doΒǷ hoΒ theΘ ǁȍeated theiȍ ϲoΒs, theiȍ siǶiles aǷd Ƕetaphoȍs, the
ΒaΘ theΘ told stoȍies. I ΒaǷted to eǶulate that. The Ƕoȍe I studied, the Ƕoȍe I
hoǷed ǶΘ oΒǷ ǁȍaǗt.

I ȍealized it Βas too late Ǘoȍ Ƕe to eΑeȍ haΑe a ǁaȍeeȍ as a ȍeǁoȍdiǷǘ aȍtist, ǀut I
thouǘht iǗ I kept polishiǷǘ ǶΘ skills ǶaΘǀe I ǁould ǀe a ǘhostΒȍiteȍ Ǘoȍ soǶe
otheȍ aȍtists soǶedaΘ. I haΑe a soǷǘ ǁalled ঐSalt oǗ the Eaȍth঑ that ȍeallΘ ǀȍeaks
doΒǷ Βhat I Βas ǗeeliǷǘ at the tiǶe iǷ pȍisoǷ:

Trapped iȍ our ǭate
Like a soul iȍ a ǭuǗkiȍ’ Ǘrate
Hea͎eȍ or hell’s eȍtraȍǗe Ǯates
BloǗked ͏ith yello͏ tape
AǗǗusiȍǮ God ǭor our psyǗholoǮiǗal saǖotaǮe
SearǗhiȍǮ ǭor loopholes iȍ a la͏
Cloaked iȍ ǗaȌouχaǮe
Aȍd prisoȍ ͏alls ǖe our destiȍies
࣮Help us Lord!࣯



SeȍteȍǗed to liǭe, still plottiȍ’
Tryiȍ’ to Ǯet it all
Are ͏e iȍsaȍe?
Or just too ǗauǮht up iȍ the ǭuǗkiȍ’ ǮaȌe?

DuȍiǷǘ ǶΘ Θeaȍs at DoǷoΑaǷ, I Βas oǷ the ȍoad to ǁhaǷǘe—ȍeallΘ ǁoǶǶitted
to ǀeǁoǶiǷǘ ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ’s soǷ aǘaiǷ. I Βas ǁoǶǶitted to ǘettiǷǘ doΒǷ to a LeΑel
II, Βheȍe I ǁould at least haΑe a ǁhaǷǁe oǗ ǶakiǷǘ paȍole.

IǷ all ǶΘ ǁhoiǁes, iǷ all ǶΘ deǁisioǷs, I staȍted to ask ǶΘselǗ, ঐ2hat Βould ǶΘ
Ƕotheȍ haΑe Ƕe do?঑

All the tiǶe that I Βas iǷ pȍisoǷ, I oǷlΘ had oǷe ǗaǶilΘ Αisit. I saΒ ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ
aǷd dauǘhteȍ oǷe tiǶe. MΘ ǷepheΒ dȍoΑe theǶ the ࡱࡳࡲ Ƕiles ǗȍoǶ L.A. to SaǷ
Dieǘo to see Ƕe at DoǷoΑaǷ.

2heǷ I Ǘell, ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ Βas seΑeǷ; ΒheǷ she Βalked iǷto the ΑisitiǷǘ ȍooǶ
she Βas a ǗullΘ ǘȍoΒǷ ΒoǶaǷ iǷ heȍ tΒeǷties, aǷd I ǁould see hoΒ she Βas
eǶotioǷallΘ sǁaȍȍed ǀΘ ǶΘ aǀseǷǁe ǗȍoǶ heȍ liǗe duȍiǷǘ those ǁȍuǁial teeǷaǘe
Θeaȍs. The daǶaǘe Βas appaȍeǷt, ǀut at least theȍe Βas soǶe hope oǗ ȍeǀuildiǷǘ.

The ǁhaǷǘe iǷ ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ Βas eΑeǷ Ƕoȍe shoǁkiǷǘ to Ƕe. AǷd theȍe Βas Ƿo
ϯΗiǷǘ it. MΘ Ƕotheȍ Βas suϦeȍiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ AlzheiǶeȍ’s—ǷoǀodΘ iǷ ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ had
told Ƕe. DuȍiǷǘ ouȍ Αisit she kept lookiǷǘ oΑeȍ heȍ shouldeȍ ȌuiǁklΘ. Like
soǶethiǷǘ iǷ the ȍooǶ Βas ǗȍiǘhteǷiǷǘ heȍ oȍ soǶeoǷe Βas talkiǷǘ to heȍ. I
didǷ’t uǷdeȍstaǷd at the tiǶe that it Βas deǶeǷtia takiǷǘ hold oǗ heȍ thouǘhts.
She kept holdiǷǘ ǶΘ haǷd aǷd telliǷǘ Ƕe I hadǷ’t ǁhaǷǘed a ǀit iǷ Ƕoȍe thaǷ
ϯǗteeǷ Θeaȍs, ǀut at tiǶes it Βas like she didǷ’t ȍealize Βhat had happeǷed to
ǀȍiǷǘ Ƕe to pȍisoǷ. At tiǶes she’d ǀe speakiǷǘ to Ƕe as iǗ I Βeȍe still a teǷ-Θeaȍ-
old ǀoΘ.

As ǘȍateǗul as I Βas to see ǶΘ ǶoǶ aǷd ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ, it Βas also
heaȍtǀȍeakiǷǘ. People Βho’Αe had a paȍeǷt oȍ loΑed oǷe eΗpeȍieǷǁe the
deteȍioȍatioǷ oǗ AlzheiǶeȍ’s uǷdeȍstaǷd. I Βas phΘsiǁallΘ sittiǷǘ Βith ǶΘ
Ƕotheȍ, ǀut ǶeǷtallΘ she Βas Ƿo loǷǘeȍ the saǶe ΒoǶaǷ I’d kǷoΒǷ out iǷ the
Ǘȍee Βoȍld.

As Ǘaȍ as Iǁe ǘoes, I hadǷ’t ǀeeǷ aǀle to ǘet iǷ touǁh Βith hiǶ iǷ Θeaȍs. His
ǷuǶǀeȍs had all ǁhaǷǘed—I ǁouldǷ’t ǁall hiǶ at his oϩǁe aǷΘǶoȍe. I Βas ȍeallΘ



iǷ the daȍk. At oǷe poiǷt, TȍoǶe Ƕailed Ƕe soǶe photos oǗ aǷ eΑeǷt theΘ’d ǀeeǷ
at out iǷ Las 0eǘas. Iǁe ǘot this liǗetiǶe aǁhieΑeǶeǷt aΒaȍd at ouȍ ǗȍieǷd Miǁhael
Caȍteȍ’s PlaΘeȍs Toast. Theȍe Βas a sǷapshot oǗ Iǁe Βith his silΑeȍ BeǷtleΘ
CoǷtiǷeǷtal GT Coupe. Theȍe Βas oǷe oǗ Iǁe, oǷstaǘe iǷ a ǘȍaΘ suit, lookiǷǘ
supeȍϲΘ, Βhile TȍoǶe’s haǷdiǷǘ hiǶ this tȍophΘ that looks like a ǘiaǷt diaǶoǷd.
TȍoǶe’s ΒeaȍiǷǘ a silk suit aǷd he looks like ǶoǷeΘ, ǶaǷ! Miǁhael Caȍteȍ, SeaǷ
E. SeaǷ, all oǗ the ǁlose ǁȍeΒ Βeȍe suited up aǷd looked like theΘ Βeȍe haΑiǷǘ a
ǀlast.

DaȌȍ, I thouǘht, I defiȍitely should ha͎e ǖeeȍ there.
I kǷeΒ the liǗetiǶe aǁhieΑeǶeǷt aΒaȍd Ƕust haΑe ǶeaǷt a Βhole lot to Iǁe,

ǀeǁause it Βas ǁoǶiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ the oȍiǘiǷal ǁȍeΒ, ǗȍoǶ his ǗȍieǷds, the ȍeal plaΘeȍs
Βho kǷeΒ hiǶ ǀeǗoȍe ǗaǶe. I staȍed at those photos Ǘoȍ houȍs. I ȍead the Βoȍds
ǗȍoǶ TȍoǶe oΑeȍ aǷd oΑeȍ: ঐ2e Ƕiss Θou, Spike, Βe loΑe Θou.঑ 2heǷ Θou ǘet
aǷΘ kiǷd oǗ letteȍ oȍ photos ǗȍoǶ hoǶe aǷd Θou’ȍe doiǷǘ a liǗe seǷteǷǁe, Θou
tȍeasuȍe eΑeȍΘ Βoȍd, Θou haǷǘ oǷ to eΑeȍΘ Βoȍd—eΑeȍΘ siǷǘle Βoȍd Ǘeels like a
liǗeliǷe.

I ϯǷallΘ ȍeaǁhed out thȍouǘh TȍoǶe aǷd CousiǷ Riǁh aǷd ǘot ǁauǘht up.
That Βas the ϯȍst tiǶe I leaȍǷed aǀout Iǁe ȍeloǁatiǷǘ to NeΒ 8oȍk CitΘ aǷd
staȍtiǷǘ a ǷeΒ joǀ oǷ La͏ & Order.

SeeiǷǘ Iǁe eΑeȍΘ Βeek oǷ La͏ & Order Βas oǷe oǗ ǶΘ ǀiǘǘest ǶotiΑatioǷs to
keep stȍiΑiǷǘ to ǀetteȍ ǶΘselǗ. I didǷ’t tell aǷΘ oǗ the dudes I Βas loǁked up Βith
aǀout hoΒ I used to ȍuǷ Βith Iǁe, hoΒ Βe used to hit liǁks toǘetheȍ, oȍ that I Βas
paȍt oǗ the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate, touȍiǷǘ the ǁouǷtȍΘ Βith hiǶ. But eΑeǷ ΒatǁhiǷǘ
that shoΒ iǷ sileǷǁe ȍeallΘ ǀoosted ǶΘ seǷse oǗ pȍide that oǷe oǗ ǶΘ ǁlosest
ǗȍieǷds had stuǁk to his Βoȍd, had ǁoǷsisteǷtlΘ staΘed tȍue to hiǶselǗ, shoΒiǷǘ
that Βith haȍd Βoȍk aǷd peȍsisteǷǁe aǷΘ ǘoals Βeȍe ȍeaǁhaǀle.

ListeǷ, ΒheǷ Βe Βeȍe ΘouǷǘ, Iǁe Βas just as ǀad as aǷΘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ I kǷeΒ
iǷ that ǁȍiǶe Βoȍld, ǀut he Ƕade the ȍiǘht deǁisioǷ ΒheǷ he ǀeǁaǶe leǘit. He
theǷ leǗt that shit ǀehiǷd aǷd ǁhaǷǘed his liǗe, ǁoǷtiǷuouslΘ ǶakiǷǘ ǘood
deǁisioǷs. He’d tuȍǷed his liǗe aȍouǷd ǁoǶpletelΘ. NoΒ eΑeȍΘ Βeek I’d see hiǶ
oǷ T0 as FiǷ, this sǶooth-lookiǷǘ deteǁtiΑe, aǷd saΘ, ঐNo Ƕatteȍ Βho Θou used
to ǀe, oȍ Βhat Θou used to ǀe, aȍyoȍe ǁaǷ tȍaǷsǗoȍǶ theǶselΑes.঑



Besides iǷspiȍatioǷ, it ǘaΑe Ƕe ǗouraǮe. Couȍaǘe to seek ȍeal ǁhaǷǘe iǷ
ΒhateΑeȍ diȍeǁtioǷ ǶΘ ǷeΒ liǗe took.

I ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ ΒȍitiǷǘ a letteȍ to Iǁe that ϯȍst seasoǷ he Βas oǷ La͏ & Order.
ঐMaǷ, Θou’ȍe the oȍly ǁop that the ǁats iǷside ǁheeȍ Ǘoȍ.঑

ICE

WheǷ I ǶoΑed to NeΒ 8oȍk, I ȍeallΘ tiǘhteǷed up ǶΘ ǁiȍǁle. I set a liǶit oǷ the
people I ǁoǶǶuǷiǁated Βith dailΘ. IǷ L.A., eΑeȍΘoǷe kǷeΒ theΘ ǁould ϯǷd Ƕe at
ǶΘ oϩǁe iǷ HollΘΒood. OΑeȍ the Θeaȍs that led to a ǀuǷǁh oǗ pȍoǀleǶs—soǶe
ǁȍazΘ stȍeet dȍaǶa—aǷd siǷǁe I Βas staȍtiǷǘ Ǘȍesh iǷ NeΒ 8oȍk, I took the
oppoȍtuǷitΘ to ǀe ȍeal seleǁtiΑe aǀout Βho I alloΒed iǷ ǶΘ iǷǷeȍ ǁiȍǁle.

2oȍkiǷǘ Ǘull-tiǶe oǷ a ǷetΒoȍk T0 shoΒ ǁaǷ ǶeaǷ loǷǘ houȍs. A lot oǗ daΘs
Θou’ȍe oǷ set ࡸ a.Ƕ. to ࡸ p.Ƕ., shootiǷǘ oǷ loǁatioǷ, aǷd Θou ǁaǷ’t ǀe ǘettiǷǘ
ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁalls thȍouǘhout the daΘ.

At the tiǶe, Spike Βas oǷe oǗ aǀout teǷ hoǶies I had doiǷǘ tiǶe, eitheȍ iǷ
Ǘedeȍal oȍ state pȍisoǷs. All oǗ theǶ used to ǁall Ƕe oǷ a ȍeǘulaȍ ǀasis. Riǘht
aȍouǷd this tiǶe, dudes staȍted to haΑe ǁell phoǷes sǶuǘǘled iǷside. That Βas a
ǘaǶe-ǁhaǷǘeȍ. IǷ pȍisoǷ it’s a liǗeliǷe—it’s the oǷlΘ ΒaΘ ǁats ǁaǷ talk to people
oǷ the outside Βithout staǷdiǷǘ at soǶe Βall Ǘoȍ ϯǗteeǷ ǶiǷutes Βith the ǁops
ǶoǷitoȍiǷǘ eΑeȍΘ Βoȍd. Most oǗ the ǘuΘs doǷ’t use the ǁoǷtȍaǀaǷd phoǷes Ǘoȍ
aǷΘthiǷǘ ǁȍiǶiǷal—it’s just a ΒaΘ theΘ ǁaǷ staΘ saǷe ǀΘ talkiǷǘ to theiȍ ǗaǶilΘ
aǷd ǗȍieǷds iǷ a seǶi-ȍelaΗed ΒaΘ.

But ǀeiǷǘ iǷ ǶΘ positioǷ, that ǁȍeated a ǷeΒ leΑel oǗ ȍisk. 8ou’Αe ǘot to ȍealize
that a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ȍaǷdoǶ dudes iǷ pȍisoǷ ǁould ǀe paΘiǷǘ to use the saǶe ǁell
phoǷe. AǷd iǗ the C.O.s disǁoΑeȍ it, all theΘ Ƿeed to do is ǀaǁktȍaǁk all the
ǷuǶǀeȍs iǷ the ǁall histoȍΘ. SoǶe dude that I doǷ’t eΑeǷ kǷoΒ ǶaΘ haΑe
ǁoǶǶitted a ǁȍiǶe oǷ the iǷside aǷd theǷ the ǁops ϯǷd out he used the saǶe ǁell
phoǷe that oǷe oǗ ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds used to ǁall Ƕe. NeΗt thiǷǘ Θou kǷoΒ the ǷeΒs Βill
ǀe saΘiǷǘ, ঐLa͏ & Order aǁtoȍ Iǁe-T঑ is ǶiΗed up Βith soǶe ǀullshit I had
ǷothiǷǘ to do Βith.



I said to ǶΘselǗ, I’Ȍ just tryiȍǮ to Ǯet oȍ Ȍy ǭeet iȍ Ne͏ York, start a ȍe͏
Ǘhapter iȍ Ȍy liǭe, aȍd I doȍ’t ȍeed aȍy e͔tra draȌa.

I Ƕade a deǁisioǷ: I ΒasǷ’t talkiǷǘ diȍeǁtlΘ to aǷΘǀodΘ oǷ the iǷside. No ǁalls
ǗȍoǶ pȍisoǷ. Not eΑeǷ ǗȍoǶ Spike, aǷd he’s like a ǀȍotheȍ to Ƕe. I ΒaǷted theǶ
to ǀe aǀle to ȍeaǁh out, ǀut I Ƿeeded a ǀuϦeȍ. 2e ǁaǶe up Βith a sΘsteǶ, oǷe Βe
still use todaΘ. EΑeȍΘthiǷǘ ȍelated to ouȍ dudes iǷ pȍisoǷ ǘoes thȍouǘh Al
PatȍoǶe. TeǁhǷiǁallΘ, Al P.’s ǶΘ ȍoad ǶaǷaǘeȍ, ǀut uǷoϩǁiallΘ Βe ǘaΑe hiǶ a
ǷeΒ title: head oǗ iǷǶate aϦaiȍs.

Al P. keeps oǷe desiǘǷated ǷuǶǀeȍ that ouȍ ǗȍieǷds iǷside ǁaǷ ǁall. He talks
to theǶ, ϯlteȍs the ǁoǷΑeȍsatioǷs, aǷd iǗ theȍe’s aǷ iǶpoȍtaǷt issue he ȍelaΘs the
Ƕessaǘe to Ƕe. SoǶe dudes Ƿeed ǶoǷeΘ Ǘoȍ a laΒΘeȍ, soǶe dudes Ƿeed ǶoǷeΘ
Ǘoȍ theiȍ ǁoǶǶissaȍΘ, soǶe haΑe ǗaǶilΘ pȍoǀleǶs oǷ the outside aǷd theΘ ΒaǷt
us to help.

FȍoǶ ǶΘ peȍspeǁtiΑe, ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ eǷd oǗ the phoǷe ǁall, it’s alΒaΘs a loǷǘ-ass
speeǁh Ǘull oǗ eΗplaǷatioǷs aǷd pleadiǷǘ that eǷds up Βith soǶe ΑaȍiatioǷ oǗ
ঐHeȍe’s Βhat I Ƿeed…঑

I told Al P., ঐLook, ǁut to the ǁhase. Ask theǶ ǗȍoǶ the juǶp, ঒2hat do Θou
ȍeed?’ ঑

It’s alǶost alΒaΘs ϯǷaǷǁial. AǷd I’Αe ǘot Ƿo pȍoǀleǶ lookiǷǘ out. I’d Ƕuǁh
ȍatheȍ help a ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍ Βho’s iǷ jail thaǷ a dude iǷ the stȍeet. OǷǁe Θou’ȍe iǷ
the stȍeet, it’s oǷ Θou. MΘ attitude is: Look, you’re ǭree. Go Ǯet your hustle oȍ.

But soǶetiǶes it’s Ƿot ǶoǷeΘ; it’s liteȍallΘ just a huǶaǷ ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷ. A peǷ
pal. SoǶeǀodΘ Βho’s ΒilliǷǘ to listeǷ to Θou. Oȍ do soǶe little ȍoutiǷe thiǷǘs
Ǘoȍ Θou oǷ the outside. 2heǷ Βe ϯȍst ǘot ȍeǁoǷǷeǁted ǀaǁk to Spike—I ǘuess he
Βas still iǷ Calipatȍia iǷ the Ƕid-ࡱࡺࡺࡲs—he seǷt us soǶe piǁtuȍes oǗ hiǶselǗ out
oǷ the Θaȍd, oǷ sΒole, ΒeaȍiǷǘ ǀȍaids, lookiǷǘ Βild. He asked us to ϯǷd hiǶ a
ǘiȍl Βho Βould Βȍite to hiǶ.

A lot oǗ tiǶes ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe iǷ jail Θou Ƿeed a ǘiȍl to ȍuǷ Ǘoȍ Θou. GuΘs ΒoǷ’t
ȍuǷ Ǘoȍ Θou; theΘ ǁouǷt Θou Ǘoȍ dead. But a ǘiȍl, iǗ she has ǗeeliǷǘs Ǘoȍ Θou, she’ll
ǀe like a pȍisoǷ ΒiǗe. She’ll ȍuǷ aȍouǷd aǷd do all the shit Θou Ƿeed doǷe Βhile
Θou’ȍe stuǁk iǷ theȍe.

I’ll ǷeΑeȍ Ǘoȍǘet this hilaȍious shit that happeǷed oǷe tiǶe ΒheǷ Βe Βeȍe out
oǷ touȍ Βith BodΘ CouǷt. All these ǁhiǁks Βeȍe joǁkiǷǘ us aǷd I kept saΘiǷǘ,



ঐ8o, doǷ’t joǁk us. 2hΘ doǷ’t Θou Βȍite to ǶΘ ǶaǷ Spike? He’s stuǁk ȍiǘht
ǷoΒ.঑ AǷd Βe’d shoΒ his pȍisoǷ piǁtuȍes.

ঐOh, he’s a haǷdsoǶe ǀȍotheȍ.঑
Al P. ǘaΑe out the iǷǗo to this oǷe ǁhiǁk Βe Ƕet oǷ touȍ, aǷd she staȍted to

Βȍite Spike aǷd aǁǁept his ǁolleǁt ǁalls ǗȍoǶ iǷside.
But a ǗeΒ Βeeks aǗteȍ the touȍ, this ǁall ǁoǶes iǷ at the oϩǁe ǗȍoǶ Spike:
ঐTell Iǁe I Ƿeed aǷotheȍ ǀȍoad.঑
I ǘot oǷ the liǷe: ঐSpike, didǷ’t Βe just hook Θou up? 2e ǘot Θou a ϯǷe-

lookiǷǘ ǀitǁh, ǶaǷ. 2hat happeǷed?঑
ঐIǁe, ǶaǷ, that ǁhiǁk Βas alΒaΘs telliǷǘ Ƕe aǀout her pȍoǀleǶs! I’Ƕ iǷ prisoȍ.

I’Ƕ iǷ this LeΑel I0 duǷǘeoǷ aǷd all she ΒaǷts to do is ǁoǶplaiǷ. I ǁouldǷ’t
listeǷ aǷΘǶoȍe—I had to ǁut heȍ oϦ. That ǁhiǁk has Ƕoȍe pȍoǀleǶs thaǷ Ȍe!঑

The tȍuth is, ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe ǀehiǷd ǀaȍs, Θou ǁaǷ ȍeallΘ oǷlΘ help ΘouȍselǗ so
Ƕuǁh. This is the dileǶǶa Ǘoȍ a lot oǗ ǘuΘs. TheΘ’ȍe stuǁk, phΘsiǁallΘ aǷd
ǶeǷtallΘ. TheΘ kǷoΒ theiȍ positioǷ is Ǘuǁked up, ǀut theΘ ǁaǷ’t see a ΒaΘ to
ǶaǷeuΑeȍ theiȍ ΒaΘ out. NothiǷǘ Θou ǁaǷ do oǷ the outside is ǘoiǷǘ to help
theǶ.

IǗ theΘ staΘ iǷ theȍe aǷd keep aǁtiǷǘ up—staǀǀiǷǘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs, ϯǘhtiǷǘ
Βith C.O.s, ǘettiǷǘ thȍoΒǷ iǷ the hole—theȍe’s ǷothiǷǘ Βe ǁaǷ do ǗȍoǶ the
outside. Theȍe’s Ƿo aǶouǷt oǗ ǶoǷeΘ that ǁaǷ ǘet Θou out oǗ pȍisoǷ iǗ Θou keep
ǘettiǷǘ ǁauǘht up iǷ Ƕoȍe ǀullshit. 8ou haΑe to put ΘouȍselǗ iǷ the ȍiǘht positioǷ
to ǘet a date ǀeǗoȍe that paȍole ǀoaȍd.

TheǷ, ǶaΘǀe, Βe ǁaǷ help Θou to Ƕake the ǁase that Θou’ȍe a ǁhaǷǘed ǶaǷ.
That’s the Ƕessaǘe Βe kept ȍelaΘiǷǘ to Spike. ঐListeǷ, ǶaǷ, just ǘet ΘouȍselǗ

to the poiǷt Βheȍe Βe ǁaǷ aǁtuallΘ help Θou. 2heǷ Θou ǘet ΘouȍselǗ a date ǀeǗoȍe
the ǀoaȍd, Βe’ll paΘ Ǘoȍ aǷ attoȍǷeΘ. 8ou aiǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ iǷ theȍe Βith a puǀliǁ
deǗeǷdeȍ. But Θou Ƿeed to do the heaΑΘ liǗtiǷǘ ϯȍst. You Ƿeed to put ΘouȍselǗ iǷ a
positioǷ Βheȍe Βe ǁaǷ help Θou ǘet a shot at ǗȍeedoǶ.঑

I ǶeaǷ, I’Αe kǷoΒǷ a lot oǗ dudes Βho did tiǶe. AǷd eΑeȍΘǀodΘ’s pȍisoǷ
jouȍǷeΘ is diϦeȍeǷt. Spike had suǁh a loǷǘ seǷteǷǁe—thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe to liǗe—I thiǷk
Ǘoȍ the ϯȍst teǷ Θeaȍs he pȍettΘ Ƕuǁh had to ǀeǁoǶe a ǶoǷsteȍ. No ΒaΘ he ǁould
eΑeǷ thiǷk aǀout ȍehaǀilitatioǷ ȍiǘht out the ǘate: he had to ǘo stȍaiǘht iǷto that
suȍΑiΑal-oǗ-the-ϯttest Ƕode. He had to adopt that iǷstitutioǷalized ǶeǷtalitΘ.



HittiǷǘ the Βeiǘht pile. TakiǷǘ Ƿo ǀullshit. Not Ǘoȍ the sake oǗ ǀeiǷǘ a ǀadass,
ǀut just to keep dudes ǗȍoǶ ǗuǁkiǷǘ Βith Θou.

AǷd oǷǁe Θou ǁaǷ estaǀlish a ȍep, oǷǁe dudes aȍe leaΑiǷǘ Θou aloǷe, theǷ Θou
ǁaǷ Βoȍk oǷ loΒeȍiǷǘ Θouȍ ǁlassiϯǁatioǷ, ǀetteȍiǷǘ ΘouȍselǗ, ǘoiǷǘ to sǁhool,
takiǷǘ the selǗ-help ǁlasses, doiǷǘ Θouȍ tiǶe pȍoduǁtiΑelΘ.

2hat I ǗouǷd ȍeal iǷteȍestiǷǘ is all these ǘuΘs iǷ ǶΘ ǁiȍǁle Βould ǘo to jail aǷd
theΘ’d ǘet Ƿo help ǗȍoǶ aǷΘǀodΘ else. LiteȍallΘ ǷoǷe. It Βas alΒaΘs the saǶe
stoȍΘ. I Βas theiȍ oȍly ǗȍieǷd. SoǶe oǗ these ǁats haΑe huǘe ǗaǶilies aǷd I Βas the
oǷlΘ ǘuΘ helpiǷǘ. Me—the ǘuΘ Βith ȍo ǗaǶilΘ. The ǘuΘ Βho ǘȍeΒ up iǷ South
CeǷtȍal as aǷ oȍphaǷ.

A lot oǗ dudes Βeȍe suȍȍouǷded ǀΘ a ǘaǷǘ oǗ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs ΒheǷ theΘ Βeȍe
ȍuǷǷiǷǘ the stȍeets, dȍiΑiǷǘ eΗpeǷsiΑe Βhips, ǶakiǷǘ seȍious papeȍ, ǀut I Βas
theiȍ oǷlΘ ǗȍieǷd ΒheǷ the ǁhips Βeȍe doΒǷ. I didǷ’t ǶiǷd it. IǗ I had the
ΒheȍeΒithal to help, ΒhΘ the Ǘuǁk ΒouldǷ’t I? But I’d alΒaΘs tell theǶ, ঐGet a
ǘood look at this shit. 8ou Ƕiǘht ΒaǷt to ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ soǶe oǗ these Ǘolks Βho
ΒeǷt A2OL oǷ Θou ΒheǷ Θou Βeȍe stuǁk.঑

That’s a ǁold, haȍd lessoǷ pȍisoǷ teaǁhes Θou.
8ou ΒoǷ’t kǷoΒ Βho’s really ǘot Θouȍ ǀaǁk uǷtil Θou’ȍe up aǘaiǷst it.



CHAPTER 12

A LICK FOR MY LIFE

Make parole
Meaȍt I had to hit a liǗk ǭor Ȍy liǭe
Write aȍd reǗite, sharpeȍ skills, like prisoȍ-Ȍade kȍiǭe
Told Ȍyselǭ, ȍe͎er to die iȍside the ȌuthaǭuǗkiȍ’ ǭeȍǗe
Wrote soȌe ǖoȌǖ shit
LyriǗs deǭy ͏orst ǭuǗkiȍ’ ǗritiǗs
Fi͎e ȌiǗs aiȍ’t hard to ͏rite,
Wheȍ ǭaǗiȍǮ 35 to liǭe
No date iȍ siǮht
Up aǮaiȍst it like PassioǷ oǗ the Chȍist

—SPIKE, ࣮OUTSIDE LOOKING IN࣯

SPIKE

IǷ late ࡸࡱࡱࡳ, I ǗouǷd out I Βas ǀeiǷǘ tȍaǷsǗeȍȍed out oǗ DoǷoΑaǷ, to a diϦeȍeǷt
LeΑel III at IȍoǷΒood. The Ƿiǘht ǀeǗoȍe the tȍaǷsǗeȍ, a letteȍ ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ
aȍȍiΑed iǷ the late Ƕail. It Βas DeǁeǶǀeȍ ࡸࡱࡱࡳ ,ࡵࡲ, ǶΘ ǀiȍthdaΘ. All ǶΘ pȍopeȍtΘ
Βas alȍeadΘ paǁked aǷd I Βas ǘettiǷǘ oǷ a ǀus ϯȍst thiǷǘ iǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ. IǷ the
letteȍ, ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ Βȍote, ঐSoȍȍΘ aǀout Βhat happeǷed to Θouȍ ǀȍotheȍ
Roǀeȍt.঑

I didǷ’t eΑeǷ uǷdeȍstaǷd Βhat she Βas talkiǷǘ aǀout. I had to Βait uǷtil I ǘot
settled iǷ at IȍoǷΒood aǷd Βas alloΒed to Ƕake a phoǷe ǁall. MΘ dauǘhteȍ told



Ƕe that ǶΘ ǀȍotheȍ Roǀeȍt Βas dead.
Roǀeȍt, ǶΘ ǁlosest ǀȍotheȍ, had died iǷ pȍisoǷ—the stoȍΘ she heaȍd Βas that

he’d had a ǁoǶpliǁatioǷ ǗȍoǶ soǶe ǶediǁatioǷs aǷd had a heaȍt attaǁk. The
ǁoldest paȍt is that he’d ǀeeǷ dead aǷd ǀuȍied Ǘoȍ tΒo ǶoǷths—ǷoǀodΘ ǀesides
ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ had thouǘht to tell Ƕe aǀout it!

AǘaiǷ, that’s hoΒ death ǁoǶes to Θou iǷ pȍisoǷ. It oǷlΘ aǁǁeǷtuates the
ǗeeliǷǘ oǗ ǀeiǷǘ tȍapped aǷd poΒeȍless aǷd ǁut oϦ ǗȍoǶ the ȍest oǗ the Βoȍld.

Theȍe Βas ǷothiǷǘ I ǁould do ǀut pȍaΘ Ǘoȍ Roǀeȍt.
IǷ the ǷeΗt ǗeΒ ǶoǷths, I Βas seǷt to Ǘouȍ diϦeȍeǷt pȍisoǷs—IȍoǷΒood,

Noȍth KeȍǷ, PleasaǷt 0alleΘ, aǷd ϯǷallΘ CoȍǁoȍaǷ. OǷe thiǷǘ aǀout doiǷǘ a
loǷǘ seǷteǷǁe is Θou doǷ’t ΒaǷt to ǘet ǁoǶǗoȍtaǀle ǀut Θou do ΒaǷt to haΑe a
settled ȍoutiǷe so Θou ǁaǷ do Θouȍ tiǶe pȍoduǁtiΑelΘ. That’s touǘh ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe
ǶoΑiǷǘ ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ ǗȍoǶ oǷe pȍisoǷ to the ǷeΗt, ǘettiǷǘ to kǷoΒ ǷeΒ iǷǶates,
ǁouǷseloȍs, aǷd ǁops.

But I see ǷoΒ it Βas a ǷeǁessaȍΘ paȍt oǗ ǶΘ jouȍǷeΘ—ǶΘ poiǷts kept
dȍoppiǷǘ uǷtil I Βas eliǘiǀle Ǘoȍ a LeΑel II Θaȍd, aǷd theΘ had to ϯǷd a suitaǀle
plaǁe Ǘoȍ Ƕe. CoȍǁoȍaǷ Βas the plaǁe that God iǷteǷded Ǘoȍ Ƕe, the plaǁe Βheȍe
I ǁould ǗullΘ eǶǀȍaǁe aǷd ǶaǷiǗest the ǁhaǷǘe I Ƿeeded to Ƕake.

Beǁause it Βas at CoȍǁoȍaǷ—oǷ the LeΑel II Θaȍd—that I iǶǶediatelΘ ȍaǷ
aǁȍoss soǶe ǘuΘs I’d kǷoΒǷ iǷ L.A., aǷd theΘ ǁhaǷǘed ǶΘ Βhole outlook oǷ
doiǷǘ tiǶe. Theȍe Βas this oǷe ǘuΘ iǷ paȍtiǁulaȍ; his ǷaǶe Βas Raϯk. He’d
kǷoΒǷ Ƕe siǷǁe I Βas iǷ hiǘh sǁhool. He’d ǀeeǷ a hustleȍ, a plaΘeȍ, a stoǷe-ǁold
stȍeet dude just like Ƕe. But iǷ pȍisoǷ he ǀeǁaǶe a MusliǶ. I alΒaΘs saΒ hiǶ
ΒalkiǷǘ aȍouǷd Βith ǁolleǘe ǀooks. I ǁouldǷ’t ǀelieΑe hoΒ Ƕuǁh he’d ǁhaǷǘed
—his Βhole deǶeaǷoȍ aǷd ǶeǷtalitΘ, outΒaȍdlΘ aǷd iǷΒaȍdlΘ. He Βas ǁleaǷ-
ǁut. 2eaȍiǷǘ ǘlasses. CaȍȍΘiǷǘ hiǶselǗ Βith diǘǷitΘ, like a ȍeal ǶaǷ should.

ঐSpike, listeǷ,঑ Raϯk said, ঐΘou should take adΑaǷtaǘe oǗ all the stuϦ theΘ’Αe
ǘot heȍe.঑ He told Ƕe aǀout the Αaȍious ǁolleǘe ǁouȍses he Βas eǷȍolled iǷ. He
Βas iǷΑolΑed Βith the Sǁaȍed Stȍaiǘht pȍoǘȍaǶ aǷd Αaȍious otheȍ iǷǶate selǗ-
helps.

Besides Raϯk, I Ƕet a ǀuǷǁh oǗ dudes Βho Βeȍe ǘettiǷǘ theǶselΑes toǘetheȍ
—ǘuΘs Βho’d alȍeadΘ doǷe tΒeǷtΘ oȍ thiȍtΘ Θeaȍs oǷ theiȍ liǗe seǷteǷǁes. I
ȍealized it Βas a Βhole diϦeȍeǷt ǶiǷdset oǷ a LeΑel II Θaȍd. 8ou’Αe ǘot Ƕuǁh



Ƕoȍe ǗȍeedoǶ oǗ ǶoΑeǶeǷt. 8ou liΑe iǷ doȍǶs. DailΘ liǗe ΒasǷ’t so Ƕuǁh aǀout
pȍisoǷ politiǁs, ȍaǁial teǷsioǷs, aǷd ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ ΒatǁhiǷǘ Θouȍ ǀaǁk.

EΑeȍΘoǷe I kǷeΒ Βas ǗoǁusiǷǘ oǷ ǀetteȍiǷǘ theǶselΑes aǷd doiǷǘ the
ǷeǁessaȍΘ thiǷǘs ȍeȌuiȍed iǗ theΘ Βeȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǘet paȍoled. I said, ঐDaǶǷ, I
ǀetteȍ haΑe soǶethiǷǘ to take ǀeǗoȍe the ǀoaȍd. I Ƿeed to staȍt ǘettiǷǘ ǶΘ duǁks
iǷ a ȍoΒ.঑

BeǗoȍe eǷȍolliǷǘ iǷ ǁolleǘe, I staȍted kǷoǁkiǷǘ doΒǷ all kiǷds oǗ tȍades.
EleǁtȍoǷiǁs teǁhǷiǁiaǷ. Fiǀeȍ optiǁs. MasoǷȍΘ. PluǶǀiǷǘ. JaǷitoȍial. I Βas
leaȍǷiǷǘ tȍades I ǷeΑeȍ thouǘht I’d ǀe iǷteȍested iǷ doiǷǘ out iǷ the Ǘȍee Βoȍld,
ǀut I ΒaǷted to ǀȍiǷǘ iǷ ǁeȍtiϯǁates oǗ ǗullΘ ǁoǶpleted ǁlasses. I ΒaǷted to shoΒ
the ǀoaȍd that I Βas applΘiǷǘ ǶΘselǗ to ǁhaǷǘe. I ΒaǷted theǶ to see that I had
the tȍaiǷiǷǘ aǷd desiȍe to Βoȍk aǷ hoǷest joǀ out iǷ the Βoȍld.

OǷǁe I had eΑeȍΘ tȍade ǁeȍtiϯǁate I ǁould ǘet at CoȍǁoȍaǷ, I eǷȍolled iǷ a tΒo-
Θeaȍ ǁolleǘe pȍoǘȍaǶ. It had ǀeeǷ so loǷǘ siǷǁe ǶΘ last stiǷt iǷ ǁolleǘe, ǀut ǶΘ
aptitude Ǘoȍ aǁadeǶiǁs ǁaǶe ǀaǁk to Ƕe ȌuiǁklΘ.

I Βas eǷȍolled iǷ Ǘouȍ oȍ ϯΑe ǁouȍses eaǁh seǶesteȍ—ǁlasses iǷ psΘǁholoǘΘ,
soǁioloǘΘ, Βoȍld histoȍΘ, AǶeȍiǁaǷ histoȍΘ. The ΒaΘ I used to ǀust doΒǷ aǷd do
ǶΘ eΗeȍǁise, I Βould do the saǶe thiǷǘ ǶeǷtallΘ Βith ǶΘ ǁolleǘe Βoȍk. I’d ǘet up
ΑeȍΘ eaȍlΘ iǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ, ǀeǗoȍe ǀȍeakǗast, aǷd put iǷ tΒo houȍs oǗ studΘiǷǘ ǶΘ
lessoǷs, ΒȍitiǷǘ essaΘs, pȍeppiǷǘ Ǘoȍ the Ȍuizzes aǷd eΗaǶs. 2heǷ ǶΘ ǘȍades
ǁaǶe iǷ, theΘ Βeȍe ǶostlΘ A’s aǷd B’s, aǷd I Βas pȍoud that I’d Ƕade the deaǷ’s
hoǷoȍs list.

EΑeȍΘ ǶoȍǷiǷǘ, ǀeǗoȍe I staȍted sǁhoolΒoȍk, I thouǘht aǀout ǶΘ
ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ’s dΘiǷǘ Βish that I huǶǀle ǶΘselǗ aǷd suǀǶit ǶΘselǗ
ΒholeheaȍtedlΘ to God’s Βill aǷd ǀe suǀseȍΑieǷt to His Βoȍd. AǷd eaǁh daΘ, as
she’d asked, I ȍead passaǘes oǗ Sǁȍiptuȍe. I siǷǁeȍelΘ tȍied to ǁhaǷǘe the Ƿatuȍe oǗ
ǶΘ heaȍt aǷd ask the Loȍd to iǷteȍǁede oǷ ǶΘ ǀehalǗ.

Foȍ Θeaȍs, I Βas iǷΑolΑed iǷ the iǷǶate selǗ-help pȍoǘȍaǶs at CoȍǁoȍaǷ:
AlteȍǷatiΑes to 0ioleǷǁe. RestoȍatiΑe Justiǁe. CȍiǶiǷals aǷd GaǷǘ MeǶǀeȍs
AǷoǷΘǶous. AǷǘeȍ MaǷaǘeǶeǷt. I joiǷed Alǁoholiǁs AǷoǷΘǶous aǷd
Naȍǁotiǁs AǷoǷΘǶous—eΑeǷ thouǘh I ǷeΑeȍ dȍaǷk oȍ did dȍuǘs ǶΘselǗ, I had
aǷ oldeȍ ǀȍotheȍ Βhose deǶise Βas dȍuǘs; I had aǷ uǷǁle Βho dȍaǷk hiǶselǗ to
death. EΑeǷtuallΘ, I ǀeǁaǶe a ǁeȍtiϯed suǀstaǷǁe-aǀuse ǁouǷseloȍ.



I ΒaǷted to leaȍǷ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ I ǁould aǀout the Ǘaǁes oǗ addiǁtioǷ. I ΒaǷted to
uǷdeȍstaǷd all the ȍipple eϦeǁts oǗ ǁȍiǶe aǷd ΑioleǷǁe. I ǀeǘaǷ ȍuǷǷiǷǘ
Βoȍkshops dealiǷǘ Βith ǷoǷΑioleǷt ǁoǷϲiǁt ȍesolutioǷ.

AǷd ǀesides ȍuǷǷiǷǘ iǷǶate selǗ-helps, iǷ ࡺࡱࡱࡳ I ǘot iǷΑolΑed iǷ the Sǁaȍed
Stȍaiǘht pȍoǘȍaǶ at CoȍǁoȍaǷ, aǷd ǀeǗoȍe loǷǘ, I Βas oǷe oǗ the tȍaiǷeȍs. The
oϩǁeȍs Βould ǀȍiǷǘ a ǘȍoup oǗ aǀout tΒeǷtΘ kids to the ǗeǷǁe, Βheȍe I’d Ƕeet
theǶ Βith a ǘȍoup oǗ otheȍ liǗeȍs.

ঐMȍ. Pieȍǁe, hoΒ aȍe Θou doiǷǘ todaΘ?঑ the ǁaptaiǷ saΘs. ঐI ǘot tΒeǷtΘ little
juΑeǷile deliǷȌueǷts aǷd I doǷ’t ΒaǷt theǶ iǷ ǶΘ pȍisoǷ. CaǷ I tuȍǷ theǶ oΑeȍ
to Θou? This is Θouȍ Θaȍd, ȍiǘht?঑

ঐ8es, ǁaptaiǷ. OpeǷ the ǗeǷǁe aǷd let these kids oǷ ǶΘ Θaȍd.঑
I didǷ’t ǁaȍe Ƕuǁh Ǘoȍ all that sǁȍeaǶiǷǘ that the poliǁe do—the ঐsǁaȍed঑ paȍt

oǗ the pȍoǘȍaǶ. These kids aȍe a lot sǶaȍteȍ thaǷ Βe ǘiΑe theǶ ǁȍedit Ǘoȍ. TheΘ
kǷoΒ alȍeadΘ that the pȍisoǷeȍs ǁaǷ’t do aǷΘthiǷǘ phΘsiǁallΘ thȍeateǷiǷǘ oȍ
eǷdaǷǘeȍiǷǘ that Βould ȍesult iǷ a laΒsuit. That paȍt Βas totallΘ theatȍiǁal, aǷd
the Ƕoȍe stȍeetΒise kids kǷoΒ that alȍeadΘ.

MΘ stȍeǷǘth iǷ ȍuǷǷiǷǘ that pȍoǘȍaǶ ΒasǷ’t iǷstilliǷǘ Ǘeaȍ. It Βas Ƕoȍe
aǀout the stȍaiǘht talk. I didǷ’t ǀullshit. I’d haΑe theǶ all liǷed up iǷ the hot suǷ.

ঐI’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe hoǷest Βith Θou,঑ I’d saΘ. ঐI’Ƕ Ƿot heȍe to saΑe all oǗ Θou.
Beǁause Ƿo Ƕatteȍ Βhat Βe saΘ oȍ do, soǶe oǗ Θou are ǘoiǷǘ to eǷd up heȍe. AǷd
soǶe oǗ Θou aȍe pȍoǀaǀlΘ ǘoiǷǘ to die iǷ those stȍeets. But ǶaΘǀe theȍe aȍe soǶe
oǗ Θou ǘuΘs Βho aȍe sǶaȍt eǷouǘh to aΑoid ǁoǶiǷǘ to this ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ plaǁe,
ǀeǁause Βe daǶǷ suȍe doǷ’t ΒaǷt Θou heȍe.঑

Foȍ seΑeǷ Θeaȍs, I did this Βith huǷdȍeds aǷd huǷdȍeds oǗ kids. IǷ a ǁouple oǗ
houȍs, Θou ǘiΑe theǶ a taste oǗ pȍisoǷ. 8ou shoΒ theǶ Βhat it Ǘeels like to ǀe
loǁked iǷ a ǁell. 8ou shoΒ theǶ Βhat it’s like to haΑe to eat a luǷǁh oǗ ǷastΘ
pȍisoǷ ǀoloǘǷa iǷ teǷ ǶiǷutes ǀeǗoȍe Θouȍ ass is oȍdeȍed to ǘet up aǷd leaΑe the
ǁhoΒ hall. All oǗ that is supposed to ǘiΑe theǶ a ȍeal-Βoȍld ǗeeliǷǘ Ǘoȍ pȍisoǷ.

To Ƕe, the Ƕost iǶpoȍtaǷt staǘe Βas the last paȍt oǗ the touȍ, Βheȍe Βe ǀȍoke
up iǷto oǷe-oǷ-oǷes aǷd ǀeǁaǶe aǁtiΑe listeǷeȍs.

Foȍ Ƕost oǗ theǶ, dΘsǗuǷǁtioǷ has ǀeǁoǶe the ǷoȍǶ. SoǶe oǗ these kids
ǁoǶe ǗȍoǶ ǗaǶilies Βheȍe eΑeȍΘ ǶaǷ—Ǘatheȍs, ǀȍotheȍs, uǷǁles, ǁousiǷs—is a



ǘaǷǘ ǶeǶǀeȍ. Oȍ theΘ didǷ’t kǷoΒ theiȍ dad—ǶaΘǀe he Βas a liǗeȍ hiǶselǗ, oȍ
he Βas a piǶp oȍ a hustleȍ out iǷ the stȍeets.

I’d alΒaΘs Ǘoǁus oǷ that oǷe kid Βho Βas aǁtiǷǘ like a touǘh ǘuΘ oȍ ȍolliǷǘ his
eΘes like he doǷ’t ǘiΑe a Ǘuǁk—ǀeǁause deep doΒǷ, I ǁaǷ see that his selǗ-esteeǶ
is shit. 8ou’ȍe dealiǷǘ Βith a little ΒaǷǷaǀe ǘaǷǘsteȍ Βith his ǁhest puϦed out,
ǀut iǷstead oǗ sǁaȍiǷǘ hiǶ, Θou ΒaǷt to estaǀlish a ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷ—let hiǶ see that
Θou aǁtuallΘ ǁaȍe aǀout Βhat he’s ǘoiǷǘ thȍouǘh.

ঐI Βas oǷǁe Θou,঑ I Βould saΘ. ঐBelieΑe Ƕe, hoǶie, Θou doȍ’t ΒaǷt to ǀe Ƕe.঑
IǷ those oǷe-oǷ-oǷes, iǗ Θou’ȍe luǁkΘ, Θou Ƕake a ȍeal huǶaǷ ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷ.

8ou tell theǶ hoΒ Θou aǁted ΒheǷ Θou Βeȍe theiȍ aǘe—Βhetheȍ it Βas stealiǷǘ
ǁaȍs, sǶokiǷǘ Βeed, ΒhateΑeȍ. OǷǁe Θou estaǀlish that ǁoǷǷeǁtioǷ, it’s aǶaziǷǘ
Βhat Θou heaȍ. I had kids spill theiȍ ǘuts aǷd tell Ƕe stuϦ theΘ ΒouldǷ’t tell theiȍ
paȍeǷts oȍ eΑeǷ theiȍ ǗȍieǷds.

ঐListeǷ, hoǶie, Θou’ȍe oǷlΘ ϯǗteeǷ. 8ou ǁaǷ ǁuȍǀ this. 8ou haΑe ǁhoiǁes. 8ou
haΑe optioǷs. 8ou doǷ’t haΑe to eǷd up heȍe.঑

2ith soǶe kids, Θou ǁould still see a ǘliǶpse oǗ the iǷǷoǁeǷǁe ǀuȍied iǷ theȍe
soǶeplaǁe. Beǁause ǀeǗoȍe the stȍeets ǀeǁaǶe theiȍ suȍȍoǘate paȍeǷts, eΑeȍΘǀodΘ
had iǷǷoǁeǷt dȍeaǶs. EΑeȍΘǀodΘ ΒaǷted to ǀe soǶethiǷǘ: ϯȍeϯǘhteȍ,
ΑeteȍiǷaȍiaǷ, sǁieǷtist.

ঐListeǷ, I had a ǁhaǷǁe to ǀe soǶethiǷǘ, ǶaǷ. 2heǷ I Βas Θouȍ aǘe, I Βas a
staȍ ǀaseǀall plaΘeȍ. SittiǷǘ heȍe iǷ pȍisoǷ, I’Αe seeǷ people oǷ T0 that I plaΘed
aǘaiǷst iǷ hiǘh sǁhool. TheΘ’ȍe iǷ the Ƕajoȍ leaǘues—ΒhΘ the Ǘuǁk aǶ I loǁked
up heȍe at CoȍǁoȍaǷ? Beǁause I Βas stupid, ǶaǷ. I Βas iǶǶatuȍe, I Βas selϯsh, I
Ƕade ǀad ǁhoiǁes, ǶaǷ. I Ƕade so ǶaǷΘ ǀad ǁhoiǁes! 8ou doǷ’t haΑe to Ƕake
those ǁhoiǁes, ǶaǷ.঑

I’d ǀe ȍeal tȍaǷspaȍeǷt Βith theǶ. ঐ8eah, I had dȍeaǶs oǗ ǀeiǷǘ a pȍoǗessioǷal
ǀaseǀall plaΘeȍ. Oȍ a ȍappeȍ, touȍiǷǘ the Βoȍld. 8ou ΒaǷt to kǷoΒ Βhat ǶΘ
dȍeaǶ is ǷoΒ? I’Αe just ǘot oǷe dȍeaǶ: to die oǷ the otheȍ side oǗ the eleǁtȍiǁ
ǗeǷǁe.঑

OǷe aǗteȍǷooǷ, theΘ ǁalled Ƕe iǷto the ΒaȍdeǷ’s oϩǁe at CoȍǁoȍaǷ. The
ΒaȍdeǷ ΒaǷted to talk to Ƕe peȍsoǷallΘ. I Βas ǷeȍΑous, ǀeǁause iǷ Ƕoȍe thaǷ
tΒeǷtΘ Θeaȍs oǗ pȍisoǷ, I’d ǷeΑeȍ ǀeeǷ ǁalled iǷto the ΒaȍdeǷ’s oϩǁe. I Βalked iǷ



aǷd he sǶiled at Ƕe, haǷdiǷǘ Ƕe a letteȍ. It Βas ǗȍoǶ a ϯǗteeǷ-Θeaȍ-old MeΗiǁaǷ
AǶeȍiǁaǷ kid ǷaǶed DaǷǷΘ Βho I’d tȍied to ǁoǷǷeǁt Βith iǷ a oǷe-oǷ-oǷe.

This prisoȍ ͎isit ͏as a Ǯreat eye-opeȍer ǭor Ȍe. There ͏as a Ȍetaphor that
oȍe oǭ the prisoȍers used. He told Ȍe there are t͏o doǮs iȍside Ȍe, a Ǯood oȍe
aȍd a ǖad oȍe. ࣮Who do you thiȍk ͏ill ͏iȍ iȍ a fiǮht? The oȍe you ǭeed
Ȍore.࣯ That sayiȍǮ stuǗk ͏ith Ȍe ǖeǗause it sho͏s that it all depeȍds oȍ
͏hat ͏e do. Iǭ you do ǖad thiȍǮs, the ǖad doǮ is ǮoiȍǮ to ͏iȍ. I ȍeed to ǭeed
Ȍy Ǯood doǮ aȍd star͎e Ȍy ǖad doǮ. I ȍeed to start doiȍǮ Ȍore Ǯood thiȍǮs
aȍd less ǖad thiȍǮs iȍ Ȍy daily routiȍe.

That Βas oǷe oǗ the ǶaiǷ ΑisualizatioǷ lessoǷs I used to ǘiΑe the kids. 2e’Αe
all ǘot that ǘood aǷd ǀad doǘ iǷside oǗ us, teaȍiǷǘ at eaǁh otheȍ, aǷd it’s up to us
Βhiǁh doǘ to Ǘeed aǷd Βhiǁh to staȍΑe—aǷd Βe do that thȍouǘh eΑeȍΘ siǷǘle
dailΘ deǁisioǷ Βe Ƕake iǷ ouȍ liΑes.

The Βhole tiǶe I Βas iǷ CoȍǁoȍaǷ, I Βas ǁoǷstaǷtlΘ thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout the paȍole
ǀoaȍd, ǀut it Βas still a ǶΘsteȍΘ to Ƕe. Theȍe Βeȍe so ǶaǷΘ ǘuΘs I ǁaǶe aǁȍoss iǷ
pȍisoǷ Βho Βeȍe like Raϯk: theΘ seeǶed to ǀe Ƕodel pȍisoǷeȍs, ϯǷished ǁolleǘe,
takiǷǘ all the selǗ-helps, doiǷǘ outȍeaǁh Βith at-ȍisk juΑeǷiles. These ǘuΘs Βeȍe
iǶpȍessiΑe aǷd ΑisiǀlΘ ǁhaǷǘed—Θet theΘ’d hit a ȍoadǀloǁk at the ǀoaȍd.

TheΘ used to tell Ƕe that tȍΘiǷǘ to ϯǘuȍe out a paȍole ǀoaȍd heaȍiǷǘ Βas like
solΑiǷǘ a Ruǀik’s ǁuǀe. 8ou Ƕiǘht ǘet ǷiǷetΘ-ǷiǷe aǷsΒeȍs out oǗ a huǷdȍed
ȍiǘht, ǀut Βith that oǷe ΒȍoǷǘ aǷsΒeȍ Θou’ll heaȍ: ঐDeǷied. 2e’ll holleȍ at Θou
iǷ aǷotheȍ seΑeǷ to ϯǗteeǷ Θeaȍs.঑

UǷless Θou ǘot hit Βith L2OP, theȍe’s a date ǁalǁulated ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe ϯȍst
eliǘiǀle Ǘoȍ a paȍole heaȍiǷǘ. DoesǷ’t ǶeaǷ Θou’ll aǁtuallΘ ǘet that heaȍiǷǘ, ǀut
it’s Θouȍ ϯȍst eliǘiǀle date. MiǷe Βas DeǁeǶǀeȍ 3ࡲࡱࡳ ,ࡶ. EΑeȍΘoǷe kept telliǷǘ Ƕe
that ǘiΑeǷ the aǶouǷt oǗ tiǶe I’d ǀeeǷ seǷteǷǁed to aǷd the Ƿatuȍe oǗ ǶΘ ǁȍiǶe
—aǷd all the puǀliǁitΘ suȍȍouǷdiǷǘ it iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo—I should eΗpeǁt a deǷial oǗ
ϯΑe Θeaȍs.



But I didǷ’t aǁǁept that. I Βas iǷteǷt oǷ shoΒiǷǘ ǶΘ tȍaǷsǗoȍǶatioǷ at the
iǷitial suitaǀilitΘ heaȍiǷǘ.

I kǷeΒ it ΒasǷ’t ǘoiǷǘ to ǀe easΘ. I had to do eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ possiǀle to ǁoǷΑiǷǁe
the paȍole ǀoaȍd I Βas a ǁhaǷǘed ǶaǷ. I had to use all ǶΘ ΒillpoΒeȍ, Βits, aǷd
ǁȍeatiΑitΘ—skills I Ƕisused iǷ the stȍeets—to pȍoΑe ǶΘselǗ.

ChaǷǘiǷǘ ǶΘ heaȍt aǷd deǶoǷstȍatiǷǘ that ǁhaǷǘe Βas the Ƕost iǶpoȍtaǷt
Βoȍk I Βould eΑeȍ do.

I had to hit a ϯǷal liǁk Ǘoȍ ǶΘ liǗe.

BΘ ࡺࡱࡱࡳ, I hadǷ’t talked diȍeǁtlΘ to Iǁe iǷ Ƕoȍe thaǷ teǷ Θeaȍs. I Βas oǷlΘ ǁalliǷǘ
TȍoǶe to ǁheǁk iǷ ǗȍoǶ tiǶe to tiǶe.

That idea oǗ usiǷǘ a ǀuϦeȍ Βas still ǗoȍeiǘǷ to Ƕe—I Βas still ΒȍappiǷǘ ǶΘ
head aȍouǷd the idea that Iǁe ΒasǷ’t talkiǷǘ to ǷoǀodΘ oǷ ǁell phoǷes. TheǷ iǷ
the suǶǶeȍ oǗ ࡺࡱࡱࡳ, Al PatȍoǶe did soǶethiǷǘ that Βas so ǁȍuǁial to Ƕe. It Βas
a sǶall ǘestuȍe, ǀut I’ll appȍeǁiate it Ǘoȍ the ȍest oǗ ǶΘ liǗe.

I told TȍoǶe that I ȍeallΘ ΒaǷted to ǁoǷΑeΘ soǶethiǷǘ to Iǁe peȍsoǷallΘ. 0oiǁe
to Αoiǁe. I ΒaǷted hiǶ to heaȍ the iǷǷeȍ ǁhaǷǘes I Βas ǶakiǷǘ. TȍoǶe thouǘht
aǀout it Ǘoȍ a Βhile, theǷ he said, ঐLook, Spike, I’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ to Ƕake it happeǷ.
Just this oǷe tiǶe, I ΒaǷt to ǘet this phoǷe to Iǁe’s eaȍ Ǘoȍ Θou.঑

He Βas iǷ L.A. ǀut Βas aǀout to ϲΘ to NeΒ 8oȍk to ǀe Βith Iǁe Ǘoȍ a ǁoǷǁeȍt
iǷ MaǷhattaǷ. He ǘaΑe Ƕe a speǁiϯǁ tiǶe the ǷeΗt daΘ to ǁall ǀaǁk. I did, aǷd he
told Ƕe to hold the liǷe. I ǁould heaȍ hiǶ ǘoiǷǘ thȍouǘh a hotel loǀǀΘ, talkiǷǘ to
seǁuȍitΘ, eΗplaiǷiǷǘ that he Βas Iǁe-T’s ȍoad ǶaǷaǘeȍ.

He Βalked iǷto a hotel ȍooǶ, theȍe Βas soǶe ǁhatteȍ, theǷ he put his oΒǷ
Bluetooth pieǁe ȍiǘht oǷ Iǁe’s eaȍ.

ঐSpike?঑
ঐ2hat’s up, Iǁe?঑
ঐShit, ǘood to heaȍ Θouȍ Αoiǁe, ǶaǷ! 2elǁoǶe ǀaǁk to the ǗaǶilΘ.঑
ঐMaǷ, listeǷ, I’Αe ǀeeǷ tȍΘiǷǘ to talk to Θou Ǘoȍ the loǷǘest. But TȍoǶe aǷd

theǶ Βeȍe telliǷǘ Ƕe theΘ ǁouldǷ’t eΑeǷ haǷd Θou the phoǷe.঑
ঐ8eah, I ǘot theǶ doiǷǘ that,঑ he said. ঐDoǷ’t eΑeǷ tȍip. Theȍe’s a lot oǗ shit

ǀeeǷ ǘoiǷǘ oǷ aǷd I’Ƕ just Ƿot talkiǷǘ to people oǷ the phoǷe like I used to. It



has ǷothiǷǘ to do Βith Θou. Spike, Θou’Αe ǷeΑeȍ ǁȍossed Ƕe. 8ou’ll alΒaΘs ǀe paȍt
oǗ the ǗaǶilΘ.঑

ঐListeǷ, ǶaǷ,঑ I said, ঐI just ΒaǷted to let Θou kǷoΒ I’Ƕ iǷ a LeΑel II Θaȍd
aǷd I’Ƕ doiǷǘ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ I Ƿeed to do to ǘet ȍeadΘ Ǘoȍ that ǀoaȍd.঑

I told hiǶ aǀout ΒoȍkiǷǘ oǷ ǶΘ ǁolleǘe deǘȍee, ȍuǷǷiǷǘ the Sǁaȍed Stȍaiǘht
pȍoǘȍaǶ aǷd a ǀuǷǁh oǗ iǷǶate selǗ-help ǘȍoups. It Βas a shoȍt ǁall ǀut I ΒaǷted
to ǁoǷΑeΘ to Iǁe peȍsoǷallΘ hoΒ iǷteǷselΘ I Βas ǁoǶǶitted to ǁhaǷǘe.

ঐThat’s Βhat Βe ΒaǷt to heaȍ, Spike,঑ Iǁe said. ঐKeep pushiǷǘ, ǶaǷ. Keep
doiǷǘ Βhat Θou’ȍe doiǷǘ. StaΘ iǷ touǁh Βith Al P., aǷd Βe’ll ǀe theȍe to help Θou
ΒheǷ Θou ǁoǶe ǀeǗoȍe the ǀoaȍd.঑

LoǷǘ ǀeǗoȍe ǶΘ iǷitial paȍole suitaǀilitΘ heaȍiǷǘ, I did the leǘΒoȍk aǷd ǗouǷd
aǷ attoȍǷeΘ iǷ OaklaǷd ǷaǶed Keith 2atleΘ. He Βas ǁoǷsideȍed oǷe oǗ the ǀest
iǷ the state at haǷdliǷǘ paȍole ǀoaȍds.

I didǷ’t haΑe the kiǷd oǗ ǶoǷeΘ it Βas ǘoiǷǘ to ǁost to ȍetaiǷ hiǶ, aǷd Ƿo oǷe
iǷ ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ Βas iǷ a positioǷ to help. But Iǁe Βas tȍue to his Βoȍd; he stepped
up to help ϯǷaǷǁiallΘ. Keith 2atleΘ ǁaǶe doΒǷ ǗȍoǶ OaklaǷd ϯΑe tiǶes to Ƕeet
Βith Ƕe at CoȍǁoȍaǷ. Most ǘuΘs haΑe a ǁouȍt-appoiǷted attoȍǷeΘ Βho theΘ Ƕeet
oǷǁe, ǀȍieϲΘ, a ǗeΒ daΘs ǀeǗoȍe the heaȍiǷǘ.

The Ƕost Αaluaǀle thiǷǘ Θou ǘet ǗȍoǶ a ǘood pȍiΑate attoȍǷeΘ is a Ǘull
uǷdeȍstaǷdiǷǘ oǗ the oǀstaǁles Θou’ȍe ǗaǁiǷǘ at the ǀoaȍd heaȍiǷǘ. The attoȍǷeΘ
ǁaǷ’t do the haȍd Βoȍk Ǘoȍ Θou. 8ou’Αe ǘot to ǀȍiǷǘ the ǀoaȍd Θeaȍs oǗ pȍooǗ that
Θou’ȍe ΒoȍkiǷǘ oǷ ǁhaǷǘe: ǁeȍtiϯǁates shoΒiǷǘ that Θou’Αe leaȍǷed Αaȍious
tȍades, ǀeeǷ ǘoiǷǘ to ǁolleǘe, doiǷǘ selǗ-helps. 8ouȍ disǁipliǷaȍΘ ȍeǁoȍd has to
speak Ǘoȍ itselǗ. 8ou ǀetteȍ Ƿot aǷΘ haΑe aǷΘ ࡶࡲࡲs—those aȍe adǶiǷistȍatiΑe
Βȍite-ups Ǘoȍ iǷǗȍaǁtioǷs iǷ pȍisoǷ. EΑeǷ duȍiǷǘ the heaȍiǷǘ, Θouȍ laΒΘeȍ Ƕiǘht
oǷlΘ talk Ǘoȍ ϯǗteeǷ ǶiǷutes. The ȍest is oǷ Θou.

But he ǁaǷ pȍepaȍe Θou ǀΘ helpiǷǘ Θou uǷdeȍstaǷd stȍateǘΘ. OǷe thiǷǘ I
leaȍǷed is that the paȍole ǀoaȍd is lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ Θou to tell the stoȍΘ oǗ Θouȍ liǗe—
Θouȍ peȍsoǷal ǷaȍȍatiΑe—iǷ a ǁoǶpelliǷǘ ΒaΘ.

ঐGo iǷ theȍe aǷd tell theǶ Θouȍ stoȍΘ,঑ Keith 2atleΘ said. ঐTell theǶ ΒhΘ
Θou ǁoǶǶitted the ǁȍiǶe. AǷd the ǷuǶǀeȍ oǷe thiǷǘ is this: keep it oǷe
huǷdȍed peȍǁeǷt ȍeal. DoǷ’t lie aǀout aǷΘthiǷǘ. DoǷ’t doΒǷplaΘ aǷΘthiǷǘ.
DoǷ’t ǶiǷiǶize aǷΘthiǷǘ. MiǷiǶizatioǷ is the ǶaiǷ issue the ǀoaȍd looks Ǘoȍ.঑



He told Ƕe that iǗ theΘ Ǘelt I Βas ǶiǷiǶiziǷǘ eΑeǷ oȍe aspeǁt oǗ the ǁȍiǶe, I’d
ǀe luǁkΘ to Βalk aΒaΘ Βith a ϯΑe-Θeaȍ deǷial.

ঐListeǷ, Θou’Αe ǘot to put Θouȍ head oǷ the ǁhoppiǷǘ ǀloǁk,঑ he said.
ঐ8ou’Αe ǘot to ǁut Θouȍ oΒǷ head oϦ ǀeǗoȍe theΘ do.঑

IǷ otheȍ Βoȍds, I Ƿeeded to oΒǷ up to all ǶΘ Ƕistakes aǷd ϲaΒs aǷd ǀad
deǁisioǷs ǀeǗoȍe the ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍs ǁould eΑeǷ ask Ƕe aǀout theǶ.

I Ƿeeded to desǁȍiǀe—iǷ detail—the kiǷd oǗ peȍsoǷ I Βas ǀaǁk theǷ. I had to
teaȍ doΒǷ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ I’d ǀuilt up oΑeȍ the Θeaȍs: ǶΘ justiϯǁatioǷs,
ȍatioǷalizatioǷs, all ǶΘ deǗeǷse ǶeǁhaǷisǶs. I had to o͏ȍ those ǀad ǁhoiǁes. I
ǁouldǷ’t poiǷt the ϯǷǘeȍ at aǷΘoǷe ǀut ǶΘselǗ.

IǷ the ǶoǷths I speǷt pȍepaȍiǷǘ Ǘoȍ the heaȍiǷǘ, I took a Ƕoȍal iǷΑeǷtoȍΘ aǷd
aǁǁepted that I’d alloΒed ǶΘselǗ to ǀeǁoǶe a tΒisted, selǗ-ǁeǷteȍed iǷdiΑidual
Βho didǷ’t stop to thiǷk aǀout the ȍipple eϦeǁts oǗ aǷΘ oǗ ǶΘ aǁtioǷs.

But ǷoΒ I Βas ǷeaȍlΘ ϯǗtΘ Θeaȍs old; I Βas Ƿo loǷǘeȍ the saǶe selϯsh, ȍeǁkless
ΘouǷǘ plaΘeȍ I had ǀeeǷ iǷ ǶΘ tΒeǷties. I Ƿeeded to diϦeȍeǷtiate ǀetΒeeǷ the
peȍsoǷ Βho ǁoǶǶitted those ǁȍiǶes aǷd the peȍsoǷ Βho Βas ǁoǶiǷǘ to the
ǀoaȍd hopiǷǘ to ǀe ǘȍaǷted a seǁoǷd ǁhaǷǁe at ǗȍeedoǶ. The ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍs
didǷ’t ΒaǷt to see the Spike Βho Βas appȍeheǷded iǷ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ aǷd ǁoǷΑiǁted at tȍial
oǗ ϯȍst-deǘȍee Ƕuȍdeȍ.

TheΘ Ƿeeded to see ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ’s soǷ.

Keith 2atleΘ ΒaȍǷed Ƕe that this Βould ǀe oǷe oǗ Ƕost iǷtiǶidatiǷǘ
eΗpeȍieǷǁes oǗ ǶΘ liǗe. AǷd that Βas the tȍuth—ǶΘ iǷitial heaȍiǷǘ lasted teǷ
houȍs. TheΘ ǁaǶe aǷd ǘot Ƕe at ࡹ a.Ƕ. 2e asseǶǀled iǷ a sǶall ǁoǷǗeȍeǷǁe ȍooǶ
at CoȍǁoȍaǷ. Riǘht iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ Ƕe, I Βas staȍiǷǘ at a paǷel oǗ thȍee
ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍs ǗȍoǶ SaǁȍaǶeǷto; oǷ ǶΘ leǗt side, theȍe Βas a distȍiǁt attoȍǷeΘ
ǗȍoǶ SaǷ Dieǘo aǷd Keith 2atleΘ; aǷd oǷ ǶΘ ȍiǘht side, seΑeȍal ǶeǶǀeȍs oǗ the
ΑiǁtiǶ’s ǗaǶilΘ.

These ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍs aȍe ǗoȍǶeȍ judǘes aǷd ǁops—theΘ ǁaǷ ȍead Θouȍ
eΗpȍessioǷs aǷd Θouȍ ǀodΘ laǷǘuaǘe. TheΘ ǁaǷ tell iǗ Θou’ȍe ǀeiǷǘ siǷǁeȍe iǷ Θouȍ
ȍespoǷses oȍ ǀullshittiǷǘ theǶ aǷd just telliǷǘ theǶ Βhat theΘ ΒaǷt to heaȍ.



ঐMȍ. Pieȍǁe, Θou Βeȍe the ȍiǷǘleadeȍ. 8ou ǁould haΑe ǘoǷe iǷ theȍe aǷd just
takeǷ the jeΒelȍΘ. 2hΘ didǷ’t Θou?঑

ঐMȍ. CoǶǶissioǷeȍ, I didǷ’t usuallΘ ǁoǶǶit ȍoǀǀeȍies this ΒaΘ, usiǷǘ ǘuǷs.
I usuallΘ ȍoǀǀed stoȍes usiǷǘ the eleǶeǷt oǗ suȍpȍise. I’d ǀȍeak the ǘlass usiǷǘ
just a haǶǶeȍ. But oǷ that daΘ iǷ MaΘ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ, I Ƕade that ǀad deǁisioǷ to iǷΑolΑe
a ǘȍoup oǗ people Βho ΒaǷted to use ǘuǷs, ǀeǁause that Βas theiȍ Ƕethod oǗ
ȍoǀǀeȍΘ.঑

I told the ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍs, ঐThat Βas the ǶaǷǷeȍ oǗ peȍsoǷ I Βas ǀaǁk theǷ.
TodaΘ, tΒeǷtΘ-oǷe Θeaȍs lateȍ, that’s Ƿot the saǶe peȍsoǷ Θou see sittiǷǘ ǀeǗoȍe
Θou.঑

Foȍ houȍs theΘ disseǁted eΑeȍΘ aspeǁt oǗ the plaǷǷiǷǘ aǷd eΗeǁutioǷ oǗ the
ǁȍiǶe. 2e ΒeǷt thȍouǘh all the ǷuǶeȍous tiǶes ΒheǷ I ǁould haΑe stopped it.

OǷe ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍ ΒaǷted to kǷoΒ ΒhΘ I’d joiǷed Alǁoholiǁs AǷoǷΘǶous
aǷd Naȍǁotiǁs AǷoǷΘǶous:

ঐMȍ. Pieȍǁe, Θou ΒeȍeǷ’t iǷΑolΑed iǷ dȍuǘs aǷd alǁohol?঑
ঐNo, ǀut I ȍealized I Βas liΑiǷǘ the liǗe oǗ ǁȍiǶiǷalitΘ at a leΑel that Βas aǷ

addiǁtioǷ,঑ I said. ঐMΘ liǗe oǗ ǁȍiǶiǷalitΘ Βas ǶΘ addiǁtioǷ. Not just the
ȍoǀǀiǷǘ, ǀut the ΒoǶaǷiziǷǘ… doiǷǘ thiǷǘs that ΒasǷ’t leǘal. AǷΘ tiǶe Θou ȍoǀ,
Θou steal, Θou disȍespeǁt soǶeoǷe iǷ aǷΘ ǁapaǁitΘ, all that Ǘalls, to Ƕe, uǷdeȍ
঒ǁȍiǶiǷalitΘ.’ I Ƿeeded help iǷ that aȍea. These selǗ-helps like N.A. Ƕade Ƕe
uǷdeȍstaǷd ΒhΘ I Ƿeeded God to ǁhaǷǘe Ƕe. I ǁouldǷ’t do it ǀΘ ǶΘselǗ.঑

The paǷel ΒaǷted to kǷoΒ ΒhΘ I’d oȍǁhestȍated the ȍoǀǀeȍies iǷ La Jolla—
ǀesides the alluȍe oǗ ঐǗast ǶoǷeΘ.঑ TheΘ asked Ƕe to Ƿail doΒǷ the ঐǁausatiΑe
Ǘaǁtoȍs঑ that had dȍiΑeǷ Ƕe toΒaȍd ǁȍiǶiǷalitΘ.

ঐMΘ loΒ selǗ-esteeǶ,঑ I said. ঐMΘ iǶpulsiΑe deǁisioǷ-ǶakiǷǘ, ǘȍeed, laziǷess,
selϯshǷess.঑

TheΘ asked Ƕe aǀout ǶΘ iǷheȍeǷt seǷse oǗ ȍiǘht aǷd ΒȍoǷǘ. I told theǶ I
alΒaΘs had a seǷse oǗ ȍiǘht aǷd ΒȍoǷǘ. But the ǶaǷǷeȍ oǗ peȍsoǷ I Βas ǀaǁk
theǷ, I Βas ǁoǷditioǷed to ǀeiǷǘ ȍeǁkless aǷd selϯsh, aǷd I ΒasǷ’t listeǷiǷǘ to ǶΘ
ǁoǷsǁieǷǁe telliǷǘ Ƕe that Βhat I Βas doiǷǘ Βas ΒȍoǷǘ.

I apoloǘized to the ΑiǁtiǶ’s ǗaǶilΘ; I adǶitted that eΑeǷ thouǘh I didǷ’t shoot
hiǶ, I Βas tȍulΘ the peȍsoǷ ȍespoǷsiǀle Ǘoȍ hiǶ losiǷǘ his liǗe:



ঐI ȍeǘȍet eΑeȍΘ ǶoǶeǷt that I didǷ’t stop this ǁȍiǶe ǗȍoǶ happeǷiǷǘ. AǷd I
kǷoΒ I destȍoΘed his ǗaǶilΘ. I took aΒaΘ his ǁhaǷǁe to liΑe, his ǁhaǷǁe to ǀe a
Ǘatheȍ, a paȍeǷt, a ǘȍaǷdǗatheȍ, Βatǁh his uǷǀoȍǷ kids ǘȍoΒ. I kǷoΒ I took aΒaΘ
his ǁhaǷǁe to ǁoǷtiǷue to loΑe his ΒiǗe—a ΒidoΒ ǀeǁause oǗ Ƕe. I kǷoΒ I set all
these thiǷǘs iǷ ǶotioǷ.… I took so Ƕuǁh ǗȍoǶ that ǗaǶilΘ, I took a paȍt oǗ
eΑeȍΘǀodΘ that loΑed hiǶ, a pieǁe oǗ eΑeȍΘoǷe that loΑed hiǶ, aǷd that hauǷts
Ƕe eΑeȍΘ daΘ ǀeǁause I’Ƕ ashaǶed oǗ ǶΘselǗ aǷd I’Ƕ ǘuiltΘ oǗ it. AǷd Ƿot a daΘ
ǘoes ǀΘ that I doǷ’t thiǷk aǀout it. Foȍ the ȍest oǗ ǶΘ liǗe, uǷtil I die, that’s ǘoiǷǘ
to ǀe paȍt oǗ ǶΘ liǗe.঑

HoΒeΑeȍ, I stȍessed that I ΒasǷ’t the saǶe peȍsoǷ I Βas ΒheǷ I ǁoǶǶitted
the ǁȍiǶe. ঐI’Αe ǁhaǷǘed,঑ I said. ঐI’Αe ǁhaǷǘed ǶΘ Αalue sΘsteǶ, ǶΘ ǀelieǗs. I’Αe
Βoȍked haȍd, thȍouǘh ǀehaΑioȍal ȍehaǀilitatioǷ aǷd theȍapΘ, tΒelΑe-steps, aǷd
ǶΘ eΑeȍΘdaΘ liǗe. I kǷoΒ I haΑe the ǁoǷϯdeǷǁe to do thiǷǘs that aȍe ǷeǁessaȍΘ Ǘoȍ
Ƕe to ǀe a ǁoǷtȍiǀutoȍ to soǁietΘ iǷ a positiΑe ΒaΘ. That’s the ΒaΘ I Βould like to
ǀe ȍeǶeǶǀeȍed—as soǶeoǷe Βho Ƕade the ǁhaǷǘe uǷdeȍ these ǁiȍǁuǶstaǷǁes
that I ǀȍouǘht oǷ ǶΘselǗ.঑

2heǷ Βe adjouȍǷed aǷd the ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍs deliǀeȍated, the poliǁe took Ƕe
ǀaǁk to a holdiǷǘ ǁell. MΘ attoȍǷeΘ told Ƕe he thouǘht I’d haǷdled that teǷ-houȍ
heaȍiǷǘ as Βell as aǷΘoǷe ǁould haΑe haǷdled it, ǀut he said the Ƕost likelΘ
outǁoǶe Βas a deǷial—ǶaΘǀe thȍee Θeaȍs. MaΘǀe ϯΑe. MaΘǀe seΑeǷ.

TheΘ ǁalled us ǀaǁk iǷto the ȍooǶ aǷd told us theiȍ deǁisioǷ. TheΘ ǀelieΑed
that I had ǁhaǷǘed aǷd ǶΘ ȍeǁoȍd iǷdiǁated I’d ǀeeǷ a Ƕodel iǷǶate. TheΘ Ǘelt I
Βas Ƿo loǷǘeȍ a saǗetΘ ȍisk to soǁietΘ aǷd ǗouǷd Ƕe suitaǀle Ǘoȍ paȍole.

AlǶost iǶǶediatelΘ, the SaǷ Dieǘo DA Βȍote the ǘoΑeȍǷoȍ’s oϩǁe appealiǷǘ
the ϯǷdiǷǘ oǗ suitaǀilitΘ. The DA aȍǘued that I still posed a siǘǷiϯǁaǷt ȍisk to
puǀliǁ saǗetΘ. The ΑiǁtiǶ’s ǗaǶilΘ Βeȍe also stȍoǷǘlΘ opposed to ǶΘ ǀeiǷǘ
ȍeleased.

It Βas eiǘhteeǷ ǶoǷths lateȍ ǀeǗoȍe Βe had a seǁoǷd heaȍiǷǘ. The ϯȍst
ȌuestioǷ the ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍs asked Ƕe Βas hoΒ I Ǘelt aǀout ǀeiǷǘ at this appeal
heaȍiǷǘ, hoΒ I Ǘelt aǀout ǶΘ ȍelease date ǀeiǷǘ takeǷ aΒaΘ. I kǷeΒ theΘ Βeȍe
judǘiǷǘ ǶΘ ǀodΘ laǷǘuaǘe, tȍΘiǷǘ to see iǗ I Βould ǶaiǷtaiǷ ǶΘ ǁoǶposuȍe.

ঐI Ǘeel like I’Ƕ a ǁhaǷǘed ǶaǷ,঑ I said. ঐBut iǗ the ǀoaȍd Ǘeels like I haΑeǷ’t
ǁhaǷǘed, theǷ I doǷ’t ͏aȍt to ǘo hoǶe. I doǷ’t ͏aȍt Θou to ȍelease Ƕe. Beǁause



I’Αe doǷe eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ that I ǁaǷ possiǀlΘ do to deǶoǷstȍate the ǁhaǷǘe. IǗ Θou Ǘeel
I haΑeǷ’t ǁhaǷǘed suϩǁieǷtlΘ, I’d ask Θou, ঒2hat else do Θou ΒaǷt Ƕe to do?’ ঑

The ǶaiǷ ȌuestioǷ I had to addȍess Βas the DA’s asseȍtioǷ that I Ǘailed to
uǷdeȍstaǷd the ঐǷatuȍal aǷd pȍoǀaǀle ǁoǷseȌueǷǁes঑ oǗ ǶΘ aǁtioǷs. Muȍdeȍ Βas
Ƿot ǶΘ iǷteǷt ΒheǷ plaǷǷiǷǘ the ȍoǀǀeȍies iǷ La Jolla. But that doesǷ’t Ƕatteȍ
iǷ the eΘes oǗ the laΒ.

ঐBeǁause ǶΘ aǁǁoǶpliǁes Βeȍe usiǷǘ ǘuǷs iǷ a ǁȍiǶe that I plaǷǷed,঑ I said, ঐI
should haΑe ȍeǁoǘǷized that theȍe Βas a ȍeasoǷaǀle pȍoǀaǀilitΘ that soǶeoǷe
Βould ǘet shot aǷd killed duȍiǷǘ the ǁoǶǶissioǷ oǗ that ǁȍiǶe. AǷd, tȍaǘiǁallΘ,
that Βas the ǁase.঑

TheΘ ǘȍilled Ƕe ǀaǁk aǷd Ǘoȍth Ǘoȍ houȍs aǷd theǷ, aǗteȍ a ȍeǁess, the
ǁoǶǶissioǷeȍs ǁalled us ǀaǁk iǷ. ঐBased oǷ ouȍ ϯǷdiǷǘs, Βe Ǘeel that Mȍ. Pieȍǁe
Βould Ƿo loǷǘeȍ pose aǷ uǷȍeasoǷaǀle ȍisk to soǁietΘ, aǷd Βe do ϯǷd hiǶ
suitaǀle Ǘoȍ paȍole.঑

I shook Keith 2atleΘ’s haǷd, ǀut I ΒasǷ’t aǀout to ǁeleǀȍate. He’d alȍeadΘ
eΗplaiǷed to Ƕe that theȍe’s aǷotheȍ ࡱࡳࡲ-daΘ ΒaitiǷǘ peȍiod. EΑeǷ thouǘh I’d
tΒiǁe ǀeeǷ ǗouǷd suitaǀle aǷd ǘȍaǷted paȍole, iǗ theȍe Βas eǷouǘh politiǁal
pȍessuȍe, the ǘoΑeȍǷoȍ ǁould oΑeȍȍule the ǀoaȍd Βith oǷe stȍoke oǗ the peǷ.
2heǷ it ǁoǶes to Ƕuȍdeȍ ǁases iǷ CaliǗoȍǷia, that’s the laΒ.

It Βas the aǗteȍǷooǷ oǗ JaǷuaȍΘ ࡷࡲࡱࡳ ,ࡸ, Ƕoȍe thaǷ thȍee Θeaȍs siǷǁe ǶΘ ϯȍst
paȍole heaȍiǷǘ. I ΒasǷ’t eΗpeǁtiǷǘ to ǘo Ǘȍee aǷΘtiǶe sooǷ. AǁtuallΘ, I Βas
ǀȍaǁiǷǘ ǶΘselǗ Ǘoȍ a deǷial. I ϯǘuȍed I’d ǘet the ǷeΒs iǷ the Ƕail saΘiǷǘ that
GoΑeȍǷoȍ JeȍȍΘ BȍoΒǷ had oΑeȍtuȍǷed ǶΘ suitaǀilitΘ aǷd I Βould Ƿeed to ǁoǶe
ǀeǗoȍe the ǀoaȍd iǷ aǷotheȍ ϯΑe oȍ seΑeǷ Θeaȍs.

IǗ that Βas the ǁase, I had to aǁǁept it. I had to tȍust ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ’s Βoȍds:
God ͏ill Ǯet you out iȍ His tiȌe.
That aǗteȍǷooǷ the alaȍǶs ΒeǷt oϦ aǷd Βe ΒeǷt iǷto loǁkdoΒǷ. The ǁops

Βeȍe seaȍǁhiǷǘ all the doȍǶs Ǘoȍ ǁoǷtȍaǀaǷd—espeǁiallΘ ǁell phoǷes aǷd dȍuǘs.
TheΘ stȍipped us doΒǷ to ouȍ ǀoΗeȍs aǷd took us out oǗ ouȍ ǀuildiǷǘ. 2e Βeȍe
all iǷside oǗ a kitǁheǷ, Βith the poliǁe up iǷ the ǘuǷ toΒeȍ ΒatǁhiǷǘ eΑeȍΘǀodΘ



—Blaǁks, Βhites, HispaǷiǁs—all out theȍe toǘetheȍ ΒeaȍiǷǘ oǷlΘ ouȍ shoΒeȍ
shoes aǷd uǷdeȍΒeaȍ.

IǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ the seaȍǁh, I heaȍd oΑeȍ the loudspeakeȍ:
ঐPieȍǁe, ȍepoȍt to the ǁouǷseloȍ’s oϩǁe.঑
I looked at oǷe oǗ the ǁops. ঐHoΒ ǁaǷ I ǘo to the ǁouǷseloȍ’s oϩǁe? I aiǷ’t

ΒeaȍiǷǘ Ƿo paǷts!঑
A ǁouple oǗ the ȍiot-sȌuad poliǁe ǁaǶe aǷd took Ƕe ǀaǁk to ǘet a shiȍt aǷd

paiȍ oǗ paǷts, aǷd theΘ aǁǁoǶpaǷied Ƕe to the pȍoǘȍaǶs oϩǁe. MΘ ǁouǷseloȍ
Βas a ΘouǷǘ HispaǷiǁ ΒoǶaǷ, Ms. Lopez; she Βas ǗaiȍlΘ ǷeΒ at CoȍǁoȍaǷ, aǷd
I’d oǷlΘ dealt Βith heȍ oǷǁe oȍ tΒiǁe. 2heǷ I Βalked iǷ, she Βas staȍiǷǘ at soǶe
papeȍΒoȍk oǷ heȍ desk.

ঐHoΒ aȍe Θou doiǷǘ, Mȍ. Pieȍǁe?঑ she said.
ঐI’Ƕ ϯǷe, Ƕa’aǶ.঑
ঐHoΒ do Θou Ǘeel aǀout ǘoiǷǘ hoǶe?঑
I ΒasǷ’t suȍe I’d heaȍd ǁoȍȍeǁtlΘ so I asked, ঐHoΒ do I Ǘeel aǀout Βhat?঑
ঐMȍ. Pieȍǁe, Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ hoǶe toǶoȍȍoΒ.঑
ঐAȍe Θou seȍious?঑
She eΗplaiǷed that GoΑeȍǷoȍ BȍoΒǷ had siǘǷed the oȍdeȍ oϩǁiallΘ ǘȍaǷtiǷǘ

Ƕe paȍole: JaǷuaȍΘ ࡷࡲࡱࡳ ,ࡹ, Βas ǶΘ ȍelease date.
Foȍ a loǷǘ tiǶe, I ǁouldǷ’t eΑeǷ speak. Teaȍs Βeȍe stȍeaǶiǷǘ doΒǷ ǶΘ ǁheeks.
ঐMȍ. Pieȍǁe, I’Ƕ happΘ Ǘoȍ Θou,঑ she said, sǶiliǷǘ. ঐ8ou’Αe Βoȍked ΑeȍΘ haȍd

to Ƕake this happeǷ.঑
The poliǁe led Ƕe ǀaǁk to the ǁhoΒ hall. EΑeȍΘoǷe Βas askiǷǘ Ƕe Βhat Βas

ǘoiǷǘ oǷ, ΒhΘ I Βas ΒeaȍiǷǘ ǁlothes, ǀut I ǁouldǷ’t tell theǶ the tȍuth—I’Ȍ
ǮoiȍǮ hoȌe toȌorro͏! Fiȍst oǗ all, it Βas haȍd Ǘoȍ Ƕe to ǀelieΑe. I Βas still iǷ
shoǁk. I kept ǗeeliǷǘ the ȍuǘ Ƕiǘht ǀe sǷatǁhed out ǗȍoǶ uǷdeȍ Ƕe. SeǁoǷd oǗ
all, soǶe oǗ these ǘuΘs haΑe ǀeeǷ deǷied tΒo oȍ thȍee tiǶes, aǷd I didǷ’t ΒaǷt
theǶ to Ǘeel Ǘuǁked up that I Βas ǘȍaǷted paȍole at ǶΘ ϯȍst suitaǀilitΘ heaȍiǷǘ.
Beǁause ǗȍoǶ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ I heaȍd, that alǶost ȍe͎er happeǷs to soǶeoǷe Βith a
liǗe seǷteǷǁe.

It Ƕiǘht haΑe ǀeeǷ the stȍaǷǘest Ƿiǘht I eΑeȍ speǷt duȍiǷǘ all ǶΘ Θeaȍs iǷ
pȍisoǷ. I ǁouldǷ’t Ǘall asleep Ǘoȍ eΑeǷ a ǶiǷute. I Βas too eΗǁited aǀout the idea



oǗ ǘoiǷǘ Ǘȍee. But also, I Βas still Ƿot ǀelieΑiǷǘ it. I laΘ oǷ top oǗ ǶΘ ǀed, eΘes
Βide opeǷ, ǗullΘ dȍessed.

IǷ the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ, I looked outside aǷd it Βas a ǁold, ǗoǘǘΘ daΘ. AǷotheȍ
aǷǷouǷǁeǶeǷt ǁaǶe oΑeȍ the loudspeakeȍs.

ঐPieȍǁe, ȍepoȍt to the ǀaǁk ǘate.঑
I ǘaΑe all ǶΘ ǀeloǷǘiǷǘs to oǷe oǗ ǶΘ hoǶies: T0, ǀooks, ǁlothes, shoes. I

didǷ’t ΒaǷt to ǁaȍȍΘ aǷΘthiǷǘ Βith Ƕe eΗǁept ǶΘ dauǘhteȍ’s piǁtuȍes, ǶΘ photo
alǀuǶs oǗ the SΘǷdiǁate, ǶΘ leǘal papeȍΒoȍk, aǷd iǶpoȍtaǷt letteȍs—espeǁiallΘ
the oǷe ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ Βȍote oǷ heȍ deathǀed.

As I Βas leaΑiǷǘ the doȍǶ, theȍe Βas ǀouǷǁe iǷ ǶΘ stȍide. SoǶeoǷe shouted
to Ƕe:

ঐ8ou ǘoiǷ’ hoǶe, Spike?঑
ঐHell Θeah—I’Ƕ ǘoiǷǘ hoǶe.঑
NoΒ the Βhole ǀuildiǷǘ staȍted ǁlappiǷǘ.
I ǘot outside aǷd the Ǘoǘ Βas so thiǁk I ǁouldǷ’t see teǷ Ǘeet iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ ǶΘ

Ǘaǁe. I Βas sippiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ a ǁaǷ oǗ oȍaǷǘe soda aǷd ΒalkiǷǘ past the poliǁe Βith a
sǶile.

ঐPieȍǁe, Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ hoǶe?঑
ঐ8es, I aǶ, siȍ.঑
ঐGood Ǘoȍ Θou, Pieȍǁe. CoǷǘȍatulatioǷs.঑
Theȍe Βas a pȍisoǷ ΑaǷ ΒaitiǷǘ to take Ƕe to a tȍaiǷ statioǷ. TheΘ had alȍeadΘ

ǀouǘht Ƕe the tiǁkets oǷ AǶtȍak ǘoiǷǘ to Bakeȍsϯeld aǷd theǷ oǷ GȍeΘhouǷd
to L.A. TheΘ Βaited Βith Ƕe at the statioǷ aǷd phΘsiǁallΘ esǁoȍted Ƕe to ǶΘ seat
oǷ the tȍaiǷ. I’d ǷeΑeȍ ǀeeǷ oǷ aǷ AǶtȍak iǷ ǶΘ liǗe. EΑeȍΘthiǷǘ Βas ǷeΒ aǷd
ǶodeȍǷ, aǷd it Ǘelt like I Βas oǷ a spaǁeship—eΑeȍΘǀodΘ Βas staȍiǷǘ at theiȍ
iPads aǷd sǶaȍtphoǷes aǷd talkiǷǘ to theǶselΑes. It took Ƕe a Βhile to
uǷdeȍstaǷd theΘ Βeȍe oǷ Bluetooth eaȍpieǁes.

I Βas ǘlued to ǶΘ seat like a kid oǷ a ϯeld tȍip, takiǷǘ it all iǷ. I ǘot oϦ at
Bakeȍsϯeld, tȍaǷsǗeȍȍed to a GȍeΘhouǷd, aǷd ǘot doΒǷ to UǷioǷ StatioǷ iǷ L.A.
It Βas sΒaȍǶiǷǘ Βith people ȍushiǷǘ eΑeȍΘΒheȍe. I stopped soǶeoǷe to ask Ǘoȍ
diȍeǁtioǷs to Βheȍe I Βas headiǷǘ iǷ doΒǷtoΒǷ L.A.

ঐ8ou Ƿeed to take the ǀlue liǷe to the ȍed liǷe…঑



MaǷ, I didǷ’t kǷoΒ aǷΘthiǷǘ aǀout ǀlue liǷes aǷd ȍed liǷes! I’d ǷeΑeȍ ǀeeǷ oǷ
the L.A. suǀΒaΘ sΘsteǶ. But I ǶaǷaǘed to ϯǷd ǶΘ ΒaΘ doΒǷ to this tȍaǷsitioǷal
housiǷǘ plaǁe ǁalled AǶitΘ, oǷ GȍaǷd aǷd ThiȍtΘ-SeΑeǷth Stȍeet. MΘ ϯȍst Ƕeal
theȍe, I iǶǶediatelΘ ǘot ȍeallΘ siǁk. Jail Ǘood aǷd Βhat Βe ǁall ঐstȍeet Ǘood঑—
Ǘood out iǷ the Ǘȍee Βoȍld—aȍeǷ’t the saǶe. I’d ǀeeǷ eatiǷǘ jail Ǘood Ǘoȍ so ǶaǷΘ
Θeaȍs, ǶΘ sΘsteǶ ǁouldǷ’t haǷdle the ȍiǁhǷess oǗ stȍeet Ǘood.

The staϦ seǷt Ƕe to a ǁliǷiǁ oǷ Skid RoΒ to ǘet soǶe ǶediǁatioǷ. I had to
take a ǀus theȍe, aǷd this oldeȍ HispaǷiǁ dude Βho’d paȍoled out a ǗeΒ ǶoǷths
eaȍlieȍ ǁaǶe Βith Ƕe; he Βas kiǷd oǗ like a ǁhapeȍoǷe, siǷǁe I Βas ǗeeliǷǘ so siǁk
aǷd it Βas ǶΘ ϯȍst daΘ oǷ the stȍeet.

He Βas a pȍettΘ ǁool dude aǷd he had a little ǁell phoǷe, Βhiǁh he let Ƕe use
oǷǁe Βe Βeȍe iǷ the ΒaitiǷǘ ȍooǶ at the ǁliǷiǁ. MΘ ϯȍst ǁall Βas to TȍoǶe. I
didǷ’t eΑeǷ let hiǶ kǷoΒ I Βas ǀaǁk oǷ the stȍeets.

ঐ2ho’s this?঑ He didǷ’t ȍeǁoǘǷize the ǷuǶǀeȍ oǷ the ǁalleȍ ID.
ঐHeΘ, TȍoǶe, it’s Spike. 2hat’s ǘoiǷǘ oǷ?঑
ঐHeΘ, Spike, Βhat’s happeǷiǷǘ up theȍe?঑ He Βas talkiǷǘ ȍeal ǷoǷǁhalaǷt,

siǷǁe he thiǷks I’Ƕ still oǷ the pȍisoǷ Θaȍd.
ঐListeǷ, ǶaǷ, I’Ƕ staΘiǷǘ at this plaǁe doΒǷtoΒǷ ǀut ǶΘ stoǶaǁh’s all

Ǘuǁked up aǷd I’Ƕ tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet Ƕe soǶe ǶediǁiǷe—঑
ঐ2ait, Βhat? DoΒǷtoΒǷ? 8ou’ȍe out?঑
ঐ8eah, Ƿiǘǘa, I’Ƕ out!঑
ঐ8ou ǀullshittiǷ’, Spike!঑
ঐNiǘǘa, I’Ƕ out. I’Ƕ doΒǷ heȍe oǷ Skid RoΒ at a ǁliǷiǁ that these people

seǷt Ƕe to.঑
StȍaiǘhtaΒaΘ he saΘs, ঐGiΑe Ƕe the ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ addȍess, I’ll put it iǷ the

GPS. DoǷ’t leaΑe that ǁliǷiǁ, Spike.঑
He dȍopped eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ he Βas doiǷǘ. I Βas sittiǷǘ theȍe iǷ the Ƕiddle oǗ a

ΒaitiǷǘ ȍooǶ aǷd thiȍtΘ ǶiǷutes lateȍ, TȍoǶe pulled up iǷ his Βhite Meȍǁedes-
AMG, ǘoiǷǘ the ΒȍoǷǘ ΒaΘ oǷ a oǷe-ΒaΘ stȍeet. Just leǗt his ǁaȍ theȍe iǷ the
stȍeet, ȍushed iǷside Βith a ǗeΒ otheȍ dudes. 2e had all ǘotteǷ so Ƕuǁh oldeȍ, I
didǷ’t eΑeǷ ȍealize that it Βas tΒo oǗ ǶΘ hoǶies ǗȍoǶ the 3ࡱs, Miǁhael CaǷsleȍ
aǷd TeȍȍΘ CaǷsleȍ.



TheΘ all ȍaǷ iǷ aǷd huǘǘed Ƕe at the saǶe tiǶe—it alǶost Ǘelt like I Βas
ǀeiǷǘ taǁkled. 2e just stood theȍe iǷ the ǁliǷiǁ, a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǘȍoΒǷ-ass ǶeǷ Βith
ǘȍaΘ haiȍ—huddled toǘetheȍ, ǁȍΘiǷǘ toǘetheȍ. TheǷ CousiǷ Riǁh aǷd his soǷ
shoΒed up aǷd staȍted huǘǘiǷǘ Ƕe aǷd ǁȍΘiǷǘ, too. I hadǷ’t seeǷ Riǁh iǷ Ƕoȍe
thaǷ tΒeǷtΘ Θeaȍs, aǷd it Βas ǶΘ ϯȍst tiǶe ǶeetiǷǘ his soǷ.

8ou see, that’s TȍoǶe’s ǘet-doΒǷ; iǷ less thaǷ thiȍtΘ ǶiǷutes he had let all
these dudes kǷoΒ the ǷeΒs, aǷd it Βas a Ƕoǀ sǁeǷe iǷ that ǁliǷiǁ. Theȍe Βas so
Ƕuǁh eǶotioǷ ǀeǁause ǷoǷe oǗ theǶ ǁould ǀelieΑe I Βas ȍeallΘ Ǘȍee.

The seǁuȍitΘ ǘuaȍd Βas a Ƕiddle-aǘed Blaǁk ladΘ aǷd I heaȍd heȍ saΘiǷǘ uǷdeȍ
heȍ ǀȍeath, ঐ2hoeΑeȍ this dude is, theΘ lo͎e hiǶ.঑

2e Βeȍe ǶakiǷǘ so Ƕuǁh ǁoǶǶotioǷ that Βe Ƿeeded to take it out iǷto the
stȍeet. The ǁliǷiǁ Βas oǷ a ȍouǘh ǀloǁk—Βe had to sidestep a ǀuǷǁh oǗ hoǶeless
dudes lΘiǷǘ theȍe. I Βas just tȍΘiǷǘ to ǘet ǶΘ ǀeaȍiǷǘs, tȍΘiǷǘ to ǀelieΑe all this
Βas aǁtuallΘ happeǷiǷǘ.

ঐHold oǷ, hold oǷ,঑ TȍoǶe said, aǷd ǷeΗt thiǷǘ Θou kǷoΒ he Βas ǶakiǷǘ a
Αideo ǁall to soǶeǀodΘ. At ϯȍst, I didǷ’t eΑeǷ ȍealize that he Βas talkiǷǘ to Iǁe iǷ
NeΒ 8oȍk.

ঐTheȍe’s pȍooǗ oǗ liǗe,঑ TȍoǶe said.
ঐPȍooǗ oǗ liǗe? 2hat the Ǘuǁk—঑
ঐSpike hit the ǀȍiǁks.঑
ঐ2hat! MΘ Ƿiǘǘa’s hoȌe? Foȍ ȍeal?঑
TȍoǶe tuȍǷed the phoǷe aȍouǷd so Βe ǁould see eaǁh otheȍ.
ঐSpike, ǶaǷ, Θou ȍeallΘ out? 8ou’ȍe ȍeallΘ hoǶe?঑
Iǁe had a ǀiǘ sǶile, aǷd it looked like he had teaȍs iǷ his eΘes.
ঐ8eah, Iǁe,঑ I said, ΒipiǷǘ ǶΘ oΒǷ eΘes Βith the ǀaǁk oǗ ǶΘ haǷd. ঐI’Ƕ ȍeallΘ

hoǶe.঑



EPILOGUE

SPLIT DECISION

The hoȌies ǗaȌe ǖaǗk ǭroȌ the peȍ
Aȍd ͏e all ͏orked toǮether
True ǭrieȍds

—ICE, ࣮THAT’S HOW I’M LIVIN’ ࣯

ICE

WheǷ Βe saΒ eaǁh otheȍ oǷ that Αideo ǁall, Ǘoȍ Ƕe, hoǷestlΘ, it Βas like seeiǷǘ a
ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǘhost. The thiǷǘ that ǀleΒ ǶΘ ǶiǷd Βas that Spike’s Ǘaǁe looked the
saǶe. Moȍe thaǷ tΒo deǁades iǷ pȍisoǷ aǷd his Ǘaǁe hadǷ’t ǁhaǷǘed a ǀit.

I ǶeaǷ, ȍoǖody thouǘht Spike Βas eΑeȍ ǁoǶiǷǘ hoǶe.
I doǷ’t thiǷk Spike eΑeǷ ǀelieΑed he Βas ǁoǶiǷǘ hoǶe.
AǷd the ǁȍaziest paȍt Βas hoΒ he just touǁhed doΒǷ Βithout ΒaȍǷiǷǘ. I

ǶeaǷ, Spike didǷ’t let aǷΘoǷe kǷoΒ—Ƿot eΑeǷ his ǗaǶilΘ.
It Βas Θeaȍs siǷǁe his paȍole heaȍiǷǘ, so Βe ϯǘuȍed he Βas still stuǁk. 2e

ϯǘuȍed he ǘot a deǷial. The ǀoaȍd Ƕust haΑe slapped hiǶ Βith a ϯΑe-Θeaȍ oȍ
seΑeǷ-Θeaȍ deǷial.

But theǷ suddeǷlΘ he’s out, Ǘȍee as a ǀiȍd, staǷdiǷǘ Βith Al P. oǷ a stȍeet iǷ
doΒǷtoΒǷ L.A.

I Βas ǀusΘ shootiǷǘ La͏ & Order aǷd didǷ’t ǘet ǀaǁk to L.A. Ǘoȍ a ǶiǷute. I
had a ǁoǷǁeȍt iǷ HollΘΒood a ǗeΒ ǶoǷths lateȍ aǷd Spike ǁaǶe ǀaǁkstaǘe, ǀut I
Βas ǶoΑiǷǘ aǷd ǘȍooΑiǷǘ, aǀout to peȍǗoȍǶ, aǷd it ΒasǷ’t uǷtil the ǷeΗt



ǶoȍǷiǷǘ that Βe had a ǁhaǷǁe to ǁhop it up. Me aǷd Coǁo Βeȍe staΘiǷǘ at the
LoǷdoǷ hotel, Spike ǁaǶe ǀΘ, aǷd I took hiǶ out Ǘoȍ ǀȍeakǗast.

IǶǶediatelΘ, I Βas tȍΘiǷǘ to see Βheȍe his head Βas at. I haΑe this oǷe
ȌuestioǷ ΒheǷeΑeȍ I see ǁats Βho’Αe just ǁoǶe out oǗ pȍisoǷ.

Aȍe Θou doȍe?
BΘ that I ǶeaǷ: Aȍe Θou doǷe testiǷǘ the sΘsteǶ? Aȍe Θou doǷe ǁhalleǷǘiǷǘ

the ȍules? Aȍe Θou doǷe ǀȍeakiǷǘ the ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ laΒ?
Beǁause ǁȍiǶe is like dȍuǘs. It’s aǷ addiǁtioǷ. I ǁaǷ’t ȍehaǀ Θou. 8ouȍ ǗaǶilΘ

ǁaǷ’t ȍehaǀ Θou. NoǀodΘ else ǁaǷ. 8ou haΑe to deǁide to do it. That’s a selǗ-
iǶposed ǶeǷtal plaǁe Θou’Αe ǘot to ǀe at.

2e oȍdeȍed soǶe ǀȍeakǗast. 2e talked Ǘoȍ a ǗeΒ ǶiǷutes aǀout hoΒ he Βas
ȍeadjustiǷǘ to liǗe oǷ the stȍeets. TheǷ I looked hiǶ iǷ the eΘes.

ঐDiǘ, ǶaǷ, aȍe Θou doȍe?঑
ঐListeǷ,঑ he said. ঐI’Ƕ doȍe. No ΒaΘ I’Ƕ eΑeȍ ǘoiǷǘ ǀaǁk.঑
2heǷ he said that, I Βas studΘiǷǘ his Ǘaǁial eΗpȍessioǷ ǀeǁause I ǁaǷ ȍead

Spike like a ǀook. I ȍespeǁt hiǶ Ǘoȍ Βho he is ȍeǘaȍdless oǗ the Ƕistakes he’s
Ƕade.

ঐIǁe,঑ he said, ঐI ǁaǷ’t ǀe doiǷǘ ǷoǷe oǗ that selϯsh shit Ƿo Ƕoȍe.঑
Selfish.
That Βas a keΘ Βoȍd Ǘoȍ Ƕe. That’s Βhat I Ƿeeded to heaȍ.
Beǁause at the eǷd oǗ the daΘ, ǁȍiǶiǷalitΘ is the ultiǶate selϯsh zoǷe. 8ou

ΒaǷt eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ aǷd Θou doǷ’t ΒaǷt to Βoȍk Ǘoȍ it. 8ou Ǘeel eǷtitled to just ǘo
out aǷd take shit. Plus, Θou thiǷk Θou’ȍe sǶaȍteȍ thaǷ eΑeȍΘoǷe else—that’s a
toΗiǁ ǶiΗ.

Iǁeǀeȍǘ SliǶ said it ǀest: Βe ǀeǁoǶe ঐstȍeet poisoǷed.঑
I sat theȍe Βith Spike at ǀȍeakǗast, thiǷkiǷǘ aǀout hoΒ Βe had ǀeeǷ oǷ this

paȍallel ǁouȍse. 2e had ǀeeǷ ǁȍiǶe paȍtǷeȍs, out theȍe hittiǷǘ liǁks toǘetheȍ, ǀut
theǷ the Ƕusiǁ ǀuǘ ǀit Ƕe, I ǘot out oǗ the ǘaǶe, aǷd ouȍ paths diΑeȍǘed.

ঐI ǘot a pass, Spike. SoȌeho͏, I ǘot a pass. HuǷdȍeds aǷd huǷdȍeds oǗ
ǗeloǷies, I aiǷ’t ǷeΑeȍ ǘo to pȍisoǷ. All those Θeaȍs iǷ the ǘaǶe, liΑiǷǘ oǷ that
kǷiǗe’s edǘe. I Βas alΒaΘs oǷe slip, oǷe Ƕistake, oǷe ǀad ǘetaΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ the
peǷiteǷtiaȍΘ.



ঐI’Ƕ so luǁkΘ iǷ ǶΘ liǗe todaΘ. I ǘot a ǀeautiǗul ΒiǗe, a ǀeautiǗul little
dauǘhteȍ. I ΒoǷ’t jeopaȍdize that Ǘoȍ aǷΘthiǷǘ. Diǘ, ǶaǷ, I ΒoǷ’t eΑeǷ jaΘΒalk iǷ
NeΒ 8oȍk. I ΒoǷ’t spit oǷ the sideΒalk. Spike, I Ǘeel like iǗ I ǀȍoke the laΒ todaΘ
—the ΒaΘ ǶΘ liǗe has ǁhaǷǘed—I’d ǀe issued iǷstaǷt kaȍǶa. I hoǷestlΘ ǀelieΑe
that iǗ ǀȍoke the laΒ, I’d ǀe stȍuǁk doΒǷ dead oǷ the spot. I’d haΑe a ǗuǁkiǷǘ
heaȍt attaǁk oȍ soǶethiǷǘ, Θou kǷoΒ?঑

ঐMaǷ, I heaȍ Θou.঑
I ΒaǷted to help Spike out, ǀut ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ poiǷt oǗ ΑieΒ, theȍe Βeȍe a ǀuǷǁh oǗ

oǀstaǁles. I’Ƕ ΑeȍΘ Ƕethodiǁal iǷ the ΒaΘ I do shit. OǷe oǀstaǁle leads to the
ǷeΗt oǀstaǁle. I’Ƕ like, ঐOkaΘ, Spike, I’Ƕ happΘ Θou’ȍe out. 2heȍe’s Θouȍ head
at? 8ou’ȍe doǷe testiǷǘ the sΘsteǶ? Cool. 8ou’ȍe sȌuaȍed up? IǗ Θou’ȍe doǷe, aǷd
Θou’ȍe siǷǁeȍe aǀout liΑiǷǘ the ȍest oǗ Θouȍ liǗe leǘit, that’s oǷe huȍdle ǁleaȍed.঑

The ǀiǘǘest oǀstaǁle I ǁould Ǘoȍesee Βith Spike Βas eǘo. I ǶeaǷ, all plaΘeȍs,
hustleȍs, aǷd stȍeet ǁats haΑe this iǷϲated seǷse oǗ theiȍ oΒǷ iǶpoȍtaǷǁe. TheΘ’ȍe
alΒaΘs saΘiǷǘ, ঐNiǘǘa, I Βould ȍe͎er do that shit.঑ SoǶe ǀasiǁ paȍt oǗ eΑeȍΘdaΘ
liǗe, soǶe ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ thiǷǘ oȍ aǷotheȍ, is alΒaΘs ǀeǷeath theǶ.

IǗ Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to ǗuǷǁtioǷ iǷ the ȍeal Βoȍld, Θou’Αe ǘot to ǘet oΑeȍ that.
8ou’Αe ǘot to ǀe aǀle to sΒalloΒ Θouȍ pȍide.

IǷ the leǘit Βoȍld, Θou haΑe to do Βhat Θou haΑe to do ǖeǭore Θou ǁaǷ do Βhat
Θou ΒaǷt to do. Stȍeet dudes eȌuate that Βith kissiǷǘ ass, ǀut iǷ ȍealitΘ it just
ǶeaǷs Θou’ȍe paΘiǷǘ dues, ΒoȍkiǷǘ Θouȍ ΒaΘ up iǷ the Βoȍld. 2heǷ Θou’ȍe iǷ
the stȍeet, Θou’ȍe a ǀoss aǷd Θou’ȍe out theȍe ǁalliǷǘ Θouȍ oΒǷ shots. But ΒheǷ
Θou ǘet a sȌuaȍe joǀ, Θou’ȍe ǘoiǷǘ to haΑe to Βoȍk Θouȍ ΒaΘ up the laddeȍ. Spike
had ǀeeǷ a ǀoss his Βhole liǗe. IǷ the stȍeets puttiǷǘ toǘetheȍ liǁks, he Βas iǷ
ǁhaȍǘe.

At ϯȍst I had ǶΘ douǀts. Could Spike Βoȍk uǷdeȍ people? Could he Βoȍk his
ΒaΘ up? I haΑe a lot oǗ ǗȍieǷds Βho’Αe ǀeeǷ ǀosses theiȍ Βhole liΑes, ǀut theΘ
ǁaǷ’t Βoȍk Βith Ƕe. A lot oǗ stȍeet ǁats ǁoǶe hoǶe aǷd ǁaǷ’t ȍeadjust. I’Ƕ ǁool
Βith theǶ—Βe’ȍe still ǗȍieǷds. I just ȍealize theΘ ǁaǷ’t ǗuǷǁtioǷ iǷ the leǘit
ǀusiǷess Βoȍld.

Spike Ƕade it ǁleaȍ ǗȍoǶ the juǶp: ঐIǁe, listeǷ, I aiǷ’t Ƿo ǀoss. I’Ƕ doΒǷ to
do ΒhateΑeȍ Θou Ƿeed Ƕe to do, aǷd I’ll Βoȍk ǶΘ ass oϦ.঑



I had ǶΘ eΘe oǷ Spike Ǘoȍ a ǶiǷute, ǘauǘiǷǘ his attitude, his ǀehaΑioȍ, eΑeǷ
aǗteȍ I Βas ǀaǁk at Βoȍk iǷ NeΒ 8oȍk. I’d ǁheǁk iǷ Βith Al P. aǷd SeaǷ E. SeaǷ
aǷd theΘ’d tell Ƕe, ঐSpike’s ǘood. His head is iǷ a ǘood plaǁe.঑

OkaΘ, so ǷoΒ the ϯǷal oǀstaǁle is just loǘistiǁs.
2heȍe ǁaǷ Βe ϯt Θou ǀaǁk iǷ?
2e’d ȍesuȍȍeǁted BodΘ CouǷt ǀΘ the tiǶe Spike ǁaǶe hoǶe. EȍǷie C. aǷd I

Βeȍe the oǷlΘ oȍiǘiǷal ǶeǶǀeȍs leǗt, aǷd Βe put toǘetheȍ a ǷeΒ liǷeup: 0iǷǁeǷt
Pȍiǁe oǷ ǀass, Ill 2ill oǷ dȍuǶs, JuaǷ oǗ the Dead oǷ ȍhΘthǶ ǘuitaȍ. I ǘot ǶΘ
soǷ Little Iǁe doiǷǘ ǀaǁkǘȍouǷd Αoǁals aǷd SeaǷ E. SeaǷ ΒoȍkiǷǘ the saǶpleȍ. IǷ
Βe dȍopped ouȍ ϯȍst alǀuǶ iǷ tΒelΑe Θeaȍs, MaȍslauǮhter, aǷd Βe Βeȍe ࡵࡲࡱࡳ
ǀusΘ ΒoȍkiǷǘ oǷ ouȍ ࡸࡲࡱࡳ alǀuǶ, Bloodlust.

I talked to Spike aǀout hittiǷǘ the ȍoad Βith us. ঐ2ell, Θou ǁaǷ’t plaΘ Ƿo
ǘuitaȍ, Ƿiǘǘa,঑ I said, ঐǀut Θou ǁaǷ still ǁoǶe oǷ touȍ. 2e’ll ǘiΑe Θou a positioǷ.
2e’ll Ƕake Θou head oǗ seǁuȍitΘ.঑

Look, ǶΘ Βhole ǁaȍeeȍ I ǷeΑeȍ had Ƿo ǀodΘǘuaȍds. I ǷeΑeȍ had a ǁouple oǗ
thȍee-huǷdȍed-pouǷd paid seǁuȍitΘ dudes, lookiǷǘ like NFL liǷeǶeǷ, ǶoΑiǷǘ
people out oǗ the ΒaΘ aǷd dȍaΒiǷǘ all kiǷds oǗ stupid-ass atteǷtioǷ to Ƕe. 2heǷ
it ǁoǶes to seǁuȍitΘ, I’d ȍatheȍ haΑe a ǁat Βho ǘeǷuiǷelΘ ǘiΑes a Ǘuǁk aǀout Ƕe.
I’d alΒaΘs pȍeǗeȍ to haΑe ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds ΒatǁhiǷǘ ǶΘ ǀaǁk.

IǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ, Βe Βeȍe plaǷǷiǷǘ a EuȍopeaǷ touȍ Βith a ǀuǷǁh oǗ dates aǷd
ǗestiΑals, aǷd I had Joȍǘe Ƕake suȍe Spike ǘot his passpoȍt, his papeȍΒoȍk
stȍaiǘht, aǷd peȍǶissioǷ ǗȍoǶ his paȍole oϩǁeȍ to tȍaΑel.

SPIKE

FȍoǶ the ǶoǶeǷt Βe ȍeǁoǷǷeǁted at that ǀȍeakǗast iǷ BeΑeȍlΘ Hills, Iǁe Ǘelt
eΑeǷ Ƕoȍe like that ǀiǘ-ǀȍotheȍ ϯǘuȍe I Ƿeeded iǷ ǶΘ liǗe. EspeǁiallΘ ǷoΒ that ǶΘ
tΒo oldeȍ ǀȍotheȍs Βeȍe dead.

That Βas a ȍeal heaȍt-to-heaȍt. Iǁe told Ƕe that he Ǘelt so ǀlessed iǷ liǗe that iǗ
he eΑeǷ spit oǷ the ǁuȍǀ he’d die oǷ the spot. IǗ he ǀȍoke the laΒ iǷ aǷΘ ΒaΘ, God
Βould stȍike hiǶ doΒǷ. That ȍeallΘ hit hoǶe Βith Ƕe. I’d ǁeȍtaiǷlΘ Ǘelt the stiǷǘ
oǗ kaȍǶa iǷ ǶΘ oΒǷ liǗe.



I told Iǁe aǀout ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ’s letteȍ ǗȍoǶ heȍ deathǀed, askiǷǘ the
HeaΑeǷlΘ Fatheȍ to Βatǁh oΑeȍ Ƕe. I told hiǶ that he’d ǁoǶe iǷto ǶΘ liǗe Ǘoȍ a
ȍeasoǷ—ǗȍoǶ that ϯȍst daΘ Βe Ƕet iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ Nat the Cat’s house, theȍe Βas a
hiǘheȍ puȍpose at Βoȍk. FȍoǶ ǶΘ poiǷt oǗ ΑieΒ at least, ouȍ ǗȍieǷdship Βas the
Loȍd’s Βoȍk.

DuȍiǷǘ that Βhole talk, Iǁe Βas lettiǷǘ Ƕe kǷoΒ he ǁouldǷ’t ǀe aȍouǷd aǷΘ
kiǷd oǗ ǷeǘatiΑitΘ—eΑeȍΘoǷe iǷ his iǷǷeȍ ǁiȍǁle had to ǀe ࡱࡱࡲ peȍǁeǷt leǘit. I
kǷeΒ he Βas ǁheǁkiǷǘ to see iǗ I’d Ƕade the iǷǷeȍ ǁhaǷǘe. I Ƿotiǁed a lot oǗ
ǁhaǷǘes iǷ hiǶ ȍiǘht aΒaΘ, too. He Βas telliǷǘ Ƕe aǀout his loΑe Ǘoȍ his ΒiǗe aǷd
dauǘhteȍ. I aǀsoȍǀed all that aǷd soaked it up like a spoǷǘe.

ঐDaǶǷ,঑ I said, ঐthis is a ǗaǶilΘ ǶaǷ.঑
AǗteȍ Βe ate, I ΒeǷt up to the hotel ȍooǶ aǷd Ƕet Coǁo. I ǁould see theΘ’Αe

ǘot a ǀeautiǗul ȍelatioǷship—theΘ’ȍe iǷ loΑe, oǗ ǁouȍse, ǀut Coǁo also ǶaǷaǘes
Iǁe’s daΘ-to-daΘ sǁhedule. She’s his ǀusiǷess paȍtǷeȍ. SeaǷ E. SeaǷ aǷd Al P. Βeȍe
theȍe iǷ the hotel ȍooǶ, aǷd Βe all talked Ǘoȍ aǀout aǷ houȍ.

That Βas pȍoǀaǀlΘ the ǀiǘǘest diϦeȍeǷǁe I Ƿotiǁed, hoΒ tiǘht the ǁiȍǁle
aȍouǷd Iǁe had ǘotteǷ. Baǁk iǷ the daΘs oǗ the RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate aǷd the Old
CȍiǶe CȍeΒ, Βe’d ȍoll aȍouǷd Βith thiȍtΘ oȍ ǗoȍtΘ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs. BΘ ࡸࡲࡱࡳ, the
ǁȍeΒ Βas doΒǷ to thȍee oȍ Ǘouȍ dudes: SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, Al P., aǷd ΒheǷ Iǁe’s oǷ the
East Coast, MiǁkeΘ BeǷtsoǷ—just the ǁoȍe ǘuΘs Βho’Αe ǀeeǷ doΒǷ Βith Iǁe
ǗoȍeΑeȍ.

2heǷ I Βas doiǷǘ ǶΘ liǗe seǷteǷǁe, I used to dȍeaǶ oǗ tȍaΑeliǷǘ the Βoȍld. I’d
ǀeeǷ all oΑeȍ the U.S. aǷd to HaΒaii ǀeǗoȍe I Ǘell, ǀut I’d ǷeΑeȍ tȍaΑeled
iǷteȍǷatioǷallΘ. IǷ Ǘaǁt, iǷ 3ࡺࡺࡲ, BodΘ CouǷt Βas aǀout to do its ϯȍst touȍ oǗ
Euȍope aǷd I Βas supposed ǘo Βith theǶ—ǀut theǷ I Βas aȍȍested aǷd
ǁoǷΑiǁted iǷ SaǷ Dieǘo. I ΑiΑidlΘ ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ sittiǷǘ theȍe iǷ ǶΘ ǁell iǷ Calipatȍia
thiǷkiǷǘ that Βas aǷotheȍ thiǷǘ I’d Ǘuǁked up—I ǀloΒǷ ǶΘ oppoȍtuǷitΘ to see
the Βoȍld.

But I ǘot a seǁoǷd ǁhaǷǁe. Iǁe Ƕade it happeǷ Ǘoȍ Ƕe iǷ the suǶǶeȍ oǗ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ.
He ǘaΑe Ƕe a positioǷ, put Ƕe iǷ ǁhaȍǘe oǗ seǁuȍitΘ Ǘoȍ the ǀaǷd. I hadǷ’t ǀeeǷ
ΒaitiǷǘ aȍouǷd Ǘoȍ aǷΘoǷe’s help—I’d alȍeadΘ ǗouǷd ǶΘselǗ a joǀ ΒoȍkiǷǘ Ǘoȍ a
ǷatioǷal haȍdΒaȍe ǁhaiǷ. PȍettΘ ȌuiǁklΘ I Βoȍked ǶΘ ΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ paȍt-tiǶe to Ǘull-
tiǶe aǷd eΑeǷtuallΘ to supeȍΑisiǷǘ a depaȍtǶeǷt. But ΒheǷ the oppoȍtuǷitΘ to



touȍ Βith BodΘ CouǷt ǁaǶe up, I juǶped at it. I ǘot ǶΘ ϯȍst passpoȍt eΑeȍ. I
ǁleaȍed eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ Βith ǶΘ paȍole oϩǁeȍ. 2e ΒeǷt oΑeȍ to DeǷǶaȍk, HollaǷd,
GeȍǶaǷΘ, Czeǁh Repuǀliǁ, PolaǷd, LuΗeǶǀouȍǘ, Seȍǀia, Cȍoatia, SΒedeǷ, aǷd
SΒitzeȍlaǷd.

2heǷ BodΘ CouǷt touȍs, the eǷeȍǘΘ leΑel is oϦ the ǁhaȍts. EΑeȍΘ shoΒ, I’Ƕ
ȍiǘht oǷ staǘe Βith the ǀaǷd. I’Ƕ Ƿot doiǷǘ oǷe-aȍǶed push-ups like iǷ the old
RhΘǶe SΘǷdiǁate daΘs, ǀut I’Αe ǘot Αaȍious assiǘǷed tasks thȍouǘhout the shoΒ.

ঐHead oǗ seǁuȍitΘ঑ is just a title ǀeǁause I’Ƕ the ͏hole seǁuȍitΘ teaǶ Ǘoȍ the
ǀaǷd. MΘ joǀ is ǀasiǁallΘ to ǁooȍdiǷate Βith the heads oǗ seǁuȍitΘ at the diϦeȍeǷt
ΑeǷues. I’ll tell theǶ hoΒ Βe ΒaǷt thiǷǘs oȍǘaǷized, hoΒ Iǁe aǷd the ǀaǷd
should ǘet ǗȍoǶ the touȍ ǀus thȍouǘh the ǁȍoΒd, aǷd hoΒ to Ƕake suȍe
eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ ȍuǷs sǶoothlΘ. At these huǘe ǗestiΑals like HellǗest iǷ FȍaǷǁe oȍ
2aǁkeǷ OpeǷ Aiȍ iǷ GeȍǶaǷΘ, Θou look out at a sea oǗ people, ǁlose to a
huǷdȍed thousaǷd ǗaǷs, aǷd the Ƕosh pit is just iǷsaǷe. 2ith that ǷuǶǀeȍ oǗ
people iǷ oǷe plaǁe, Θou doǷ’t ΒaǷt to leaΑe aǷΘ details to ǁhaǷǁe. The eǷtȍaǷǁe
aǷd eΗit loǘistiǁs aȍe ǁȍuǁial. I’Ƕ also theȍe to look out Ǘoȍ Coǁo aǷd ChaǷel—oȍ
iǗ Little Iǁe ΒaǷts to ǘo soǶeplaǁe aǗteȍ-houȍs, I’ll ǘo Βith hiǶ aǷd Ƕake suȍe
ǷoǀodΘ staȍts Ƿo ǀullshit.

Foȍ Ƕe, the Ƕost uǷǗoȍǘettaǀle thiǷǘ oǗ that suǶǶeȍ touȍ Βas the siǘhtseeiǷǘ
Βe did oǷ the daΘs ǀetΒeeǷ shoΒs. I Ƕade it a poiǷt to use ouȍ doΒǷtiǶe to see
stuϦ I’d oǷlΘ ȍead aǀout iǷ ǀooks oȍ seeǷ iǷ doǁuǶeǷtaȍies. 2e did ǁoǷǁeȍts iǷ
KȍakoΒ aǷd 2aȍsaΒ, aǷd I heaȍd a ǗeΒ oǗ the ǘuΘs Βeȍe plaǷǷiǷǘ to ǘo see
AusǁhΒitz. I said, ঐI’Ƕ deϯǷitelΘ ǘoiǷǘ.঑ Just settiǷǘ Ǘoot iǷside AusǁhΒitz
leaΑes Θou speeǁhless. 8ou see the ȍailΒaΘ tȍaǁks Βheȍe the Nazis ǀȍouǘht the
ǁattle ǁaȍs, the shoΒeȍs, the oΑeǷs—it ȍeallΘ leaΑes Θou Βithout Βoȍds. I’d ȍead
aǀout it iǷ histoȍΘ ǁlass, ǀut it’s diϦeȍeǷt ΒheǷ Θou see it aǷd eΗpeȍieǷǁe it iǷ
peȍsoǷ.

Foȍ Ƕe, the Βhole touȍ Βas a ǀiǘ histoȍΘ lessoǷ.
TΒo Θeaȍs eaȍlieȍ, I had ǀeeǷ ǀehiǷd the ǗeǷǁe iǷ CoȍǁoȍaǷ. NoΒ I Βas takiǷǘ

photos oǷ the Chaȍles Bȍidǘe iǷ Pȍaǘue—oǷe oǗ the Ƕost ǀeautiǗul ǁities I’Αe
eΑeȍ seeǷ. I Βas iǷ LuΗeǶǀouȍǘ, sittiǷǘ iǷ oǷe oǗ the oldest ǁastles iǷ Euȍope. Me
aǷd TȍoǶe Βeȍe oǷ ǀiǁΘǁles iǷ SΒedeǷ—Ƿeitheȍ oǗ us aǀle to ȍead the ȍoad siǘǷs



—lookiǷǘ up at the sǷoΒ ǁaps, saΘiǷǘ, ঐIt’s like iǷ the ǶoΑies, ǀut the ǶoΑies
doǷ’t ȍeallΘ do it justiǁe.঑

SoǶetiǶes, ΒheǷ Βe’ȍe out eΗpeȍieǷǁiǷǘ these thiǷǘs oǷ touȍ, I Ǘeel like I’Ƕ
liΑiǷǘ a dȍeaǶ. It ȍeǶiǷds Ƕe oǗ God’s sǁȍiptuȍal pȍoǶise iǷ the ǀook oǗ
Malaǁhi, 3:ࡱࡲ:

I ͏ill opeȍ the ͏iȍdo͏s oǭ hea͎eȍ ǭor you. I ͏ill pour out a ǖlessiȍǮ so Ǯreat
you ͏oȍ’t ha͎e eȍouǮh rooȌ to take it iȍ.

All the laΘeȍs oǗ liǗe I’Αe eΗpeȍieǷǁed siǷǁe I ǁaǶe out—ǶaǷ, it Ǘeels like a
differeȍt liǗe.

It Ǘeels like I tȍulΘ ͏as ȍeǀoȍǷ.

ICE

That’s oǷe oǗ the ǀeautiǗul thiǷǘs aǀout Ƕusiǁ—it has takeǷ Ƕe aȍouǷd the
Βoȍld. Musiǁ’s opeǷed ǶΘ eΘes to plaǁes aǷd people aǷd ideas I ǷeΑeȍ ǁould haΑe
iǶaǘiǷed.

The staǘe I’Ƕ at ǷoΒ iǷ ǶΘ liǗe, ǀesides lookiǷǘ aǗteȍ ǶΘ ΒiǗe aǷd kids,
helpiǷǘ ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds is the Ƕost iǶpoȍtaǷt thiǷǘ I ǁaǷ do. FȍoǶ the tiǶe oǗ ǶΘ
ΑeȍΘ ϯȍst touȍ iǷ ࡸࡹࡺࡲ, I alΒaΘs ΒaǷted to ǘet ǶΘ dudes aΒaΘ ǗȍoǶ ΒhateΑeȍ
plaǁe theΘ Βeȍe stuǁk at. BeiǷǘ iǷ the hood iǷ L.A. all the tiǶe is depȍessiǷǘ.
Dudes ǘȍoΒ up iǷ South CeǷtȍal aǷd pȍaǁtiǁallΘ ǷeΑeȍ leaΑe the Ƿeiǘhǀoȍhood.
Look, iǗ Spike ǘot a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǶoǷeΘ toǶoȍȍoΒ, aiǷ’t Ƿo ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ ΒaΘ
he’s ǘoiǷǘ to use it tȍaΑel to SΒedeǷ oȍ LuΗeǶǀouȍǘ oȍ the Czeǁh Repuǀliǁ.
NoǷe oǗ ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds Βould haΑe seeǷ aȍy oǗ these plaǁes eΗǁept ǀΘ ǁoǶiǷǘ oǷ
touȍ.

2ith Ƕusiǁ, Θou ǘet to see the ǘloǀe aǷd it ǁhaǷǘes Θouȍ Βhole peȍspeǁtiΑe
oǷ liǗe. These dudes I ǘȍeΒ up Βith—these dudes Βho aȍe ǗaǶilΘ to Ƕe—theΘ
touȍ Βith BodΘ CouǷt aǷd that’s aǷ eduǁatioǷ iǷ itselǗ. 2ithout eΑeǷ ȍealiziǷǘ
it, tȍaΑeliǷǘ ǀȍoadeǷs Θouȍ uǷdeȍstaǷdiǷǘ oǗ the plaǷet. HoǷestlΘ, I thiǷk that’s
the ǀiǘǘest ǘiǗt I ǁaǷ ǘiΑe theǶ.



ঐUǷǁle Spike.঑ That’s Βhat ǶΘ kids ǁall hiǶ. AǷd Ǘoȍ Ƕe, ǀasiǁallΘ, that’s
Spike’s ȍole ΒheǷ BodΘ CouǷt touȍs—I ǶeaǷ, he’s alΒaΘs ǘot soǶe loǘistiǁal
shit to haǷdle, ǀut he’s ȍeallΘ theȍe to ǀe a pȍoteǁtiΑe uǷǁle. That’s all I ȍeallΘ
ΒaǷt hiǶ doiǷǘ, ǶakiǷǘ suȍe Coǁo aǷd ChaǷel aȍe saǗe aǷd looked aǗteȍ. Most
oǗ the tiǶe he’s ǶoΑiǷǘ theǶ aȍouǷd—ǘettiǷǘ theǶ situated, esǁoȍtiǷǘ theǶ iǷ
aǷd out oǗ the ΑeǷue. DuȍiǷǘ ouȍ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ touȍ, ΒheǷ ChaǷel Βas just tΒo, I Βould
ǀȍiǷǘ heȍ oǷstaǘe, ǀeǗoȍe Βe peȍǗoȍǶed ঐTalk Shit, Get Shot,঑ aǷd I Βould tȍust
Spike Βith ΒatǁhiǷǘ heȍ. I’Αe ǘot eǷouǘh oǷ ǶΘ ǶiǷd, ǀeiǷǘ the ǗȍoǷt ǶaǷ iǷ a
ǀaǷd oǷstaǘe at these shoΒs Βith seΑeǷtΘ-ϯΑe thousaǷd oȍ a huǷdȍed thousaǷd
puǶped-up Ƕetalheads. It puts ǶΘ ǶiǷd at ease kǷoΒiǷǘ that Spike’s Ƿot ǘoiǷǘ
to let aǷΘthiǷǘ happeǷ to ǶΘ ΒiǗe aǷd kids.

DuȍiǷǘ the shoΒ, Spike does ΒhateΑeȍ Ƿeeds to ǀe doǷe. He Ƕakes suȍe the
ǘuΘs iǷ the ǀaǷd haΑe Βhat theΘ Ƿeed—Βateȍ, toΒels, ΒhateΑeȍ. I ǶeaǷ, he’s
deϯǷitelΘ ǁheǁked his eǘo aǷd shoΒǷ he ǁaǷ do ΒhateΑeȍ’s Ƿeeded. IǗ Little Iǁe
ΒaǷts to ǘo haǷǘ out soǶeplaǁe aǗteȍ the shoΒ, Spike ǘoes aloǷǘ to Ƕake suȍe
ǷothiǷǘ ǘets lost iǷ tȍaǷslatioǷ.

LoΘaltΘ. That’s suǁh a ȍaȍe ǶotheȍǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁoǶǶoditΘ these daΘs. True
loΘaltΘ. LiǗeloǷǘ loΘaltΘ. LoΘaltΘ is pȍoǀaǀlΘ the tȍait I Αalue aǀoΑe aǷΘ otheȍ.
8ou’Αe ǘot to ȍeǶeǶǀeȍ, ǀeiǷǘ oȍphaǷed aǷd haΑiǷǘ Ƿo ǀȍotheȍs aǷd sisteȍs, all
I’Αe eΑeȍ had iǷ liǗe is ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds. MΘ ǗȍieǷds haΑe alΒaΘs ǀeeǷ ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ. So I’Αe
alΒaΘs ǀeeǷ a loΘal ǁat.

MΘ oǷlΘ ȍule is this: HaΑe Θou ǁȍossed Ƕe?
OΑeȍ the Θeaȍs a lot oǗ ǶotheȍǗuǁkeȍs ha͎e ǁȍossed Ƕe. Dudes I thouǘht Βeȍe

ǶΘ ǗȍieǷds haΑe doǷe Ƕe diȍtΘ. I’Ƕ Ƿot talkiǷǘ aǀout a disaǘȍeeǶeǷt oȍ a ǀad
ǶoǶeǷt—that aiǷ’t a ǁȍoss. A ǁȍoss is aǷ iǷteǷtioǷal atteǶpt to Ǘuǁk Θou.

Spike has ǷeΑeȍ ǁȍossed Ƕe. So ΒhΘ ΒouldǷ’t I ǀe loΘal?
MΘ attitude is: ঐDude, Θou Ƕade soǶe ǀad Ƕistakes, Θou ΒeǷt aΒaΘ Ǘoȍ all

those Θeaȍs aǷd paid Θouȍ deǀt to soǁietΘ. NoΒ Θou’ȍe hoǶe. I ǁaǷ see Θou’Αe
ǁhaǷǘed a lot—aǷd ǁhaǷǘed Ǘoȍ the ǀetteȍ. I ǁaǷ see Θouȍ head is iǷ the ȍiǘht
plaǁe. OkaΘ, ǁoǶe ǀaǁk oǷ ǀoaȍd Βith the teaǶ—let’s put iǷ soǶe Βoȍk.঑

SPIKE



I oǷlΘ ǘo out Βith BodΘ CouǷt ΒheǷ theȍe’s a touȍ, aǷd that’s just oǁǁasioǷallΘ.
Baǁk hoǶe iǷ L.A. I Βoȍk iǷ a laȍǘe hospital ϯΑe daΘs a Βeek. I’Ƕ aǷ oȍdeȍlΘ.

It doesǷ’t paΘ a lot, ǀut Βhat I loΑe aǀout it is, I’Ƕ helpiǷǘ people. 2e ǘet a lot
oǗ eldeȍlΘ Ǘolks suϦeȍiǷǘ Βith ǁaǷǁeȍ—I’Ƕ pushiǷǘ theǶ iǷ Βheelǁhaiȍs,
ǀȍiǷǘiǷǘ theǶ iǷto the opeȍatiǷǘ ȍooǶ oǷ ǘuȍǷeΘs, ǁoǶǗoȍtiǷǘ theǶ iǷ the last
Βeeks oǗ theiȍ liΑes. I’Ƕ doiǷǘ stuϦ I ǷeΑeȍ thouǘht I’d do, aǷd it Ǘeels ǘood to ǀe
helpiǷǘ.

2heǷ I told Iǁe aǀout ǶΘ joǀ, he said, ঐIt’s a kiǷd oǗ ȍestitutioǷ, Spike, doǷ’t
Θou thiǷk?঑

ঐ8eah,঑ I said, ঐit is a kiǷd oǗ ȍestitutioǷ.঑
I ǁaǷ ǷeΑeȍ uǷdo the daǶaǘe I did. A ΘouǷǘ ǶaǷ lost his liǗe iǷ a ǁȍiǶe I

plaǷǷed—aǷd theȍe’s ǷothiǷǘ I ǁaǷ eΑeȍ do to ǗullΘ paΘ that ǀaǁk. He didǷ’t
deseȍΑe to die that ΒaΘ. His ǗaǶilΘ didǷ’t deseȍΑe all the paiǷ theΘ’Αe eǷduȍed.

I ǁaǷ ǷeΑeȍ ϯΗ all the huȍt I ǁaused. 2hat I ǁaǷ do is tȍΘ to ǘiΑe ǀaǁk
soǶethiǷǘ.

I ǁaǷ ǘiΑe ǀaǁk ǀΘ liΑiǷǘ a deǁeǷt aǷd ǁoǶpassioǷate liǗe. SoǶetiǶes iǷ the
hospital halls, people I doǷ’t eΑeǷ ȍeǁoǘǷize stop Ƕe aǷd saΘ, ঐHeΘ, thaǷk Θou!঑

ঐEΗǁuse Ƕe?঑
ঐ8ou helped ǶΘ Ǘatheȍ aǷd ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ the otheȍ daΘ.঑
ঐOh, Θeah. It Βas ǶΘ pleasuȍe. God ǀless Θou.঑
I’Ƕ thiǷkiǷǘ, Wo͏, people really reȌeȌǖer the little thiȍǮs you do. 8ou ǁaǷ

help aǷ eiǘhtΘ-Θeaȍ-old peȍsoǷ Βho’s ȍeǁoΑeȍiǷǘ ǗȍoǶ suȍǘeȍΘ; Θou ǁaǷ sit theȍe
Βith hiǶ aǷd saΘ a ǗeΒ kiǷd Βoȍds. MaΘǀe Θou talk aǀout the Dodǘeȍs ǘaǶe
ΒheǷ Θou’ȍe ΒheeliǷǘ hiǶ iǷ the eleΑatoȍ, oȍ just keep hiǶ ǁoǶpaǷΘ ΒheǷ he’s
iǷ paiǷ ΒaitiǷǘ to ǘo iǷto the E.R.

KiǷdǷess ǁosts us ǷothiǷǘ aǷd ǁaǷ ǶeaǷ eΑeȍΘthiǷǘ to people Βho aȍe
huȍtiǷǘ.

SoǶetiǶes, it Ǘeels like I’Ƕ ǗulϯlliǷǘ ǶΘ ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ’s dΘiǷǘ pȍaΘeȍ that I
Βould tuȍǷ ǗȍoǶ the liǗe oǗ siǷ aǷd seȍΑe God aǘaiǷ. I doǷ’t kǷoΒ iǗ Θou’d ǁall it
kaȍǶa, ǀut siǷǁe I ǘot hoǶe, I’Αe ǀeeǷ liΑiǷǘ a ǘood liǗe—I’Αe ǀeeǷ so ǀlessed.

AǗteȍ a ǁouple oǗ Θeaȍs oǗ ǶΘ touȍiǷǘ aǷd ΒoȍkiǷǘ Βith BodΘ CouǷt, the
ǀaǷd ΒoǷ the ࡲࡳࡱࡳ GȍaǶǶΘ iǷ the ǁateǘoȍΘ Best Metal PeȍǗoȍǶaǷǁe Ǘoȍ theiȍ



soǷǘ ঐBuǶ Rush.঑
I’ll ǷeΑeȍ Ǘoȍǘet the ǶoȍǷiǷǘ oǗ FȍidaΘ, JulΘ 3ࡲࡳࡱࡳ ,ࡱ. At aȍouǷd teǷ thiȍtΘ,

Iǁe’s ǶaǷaǘeȍ, Joȍǘe, teΗted Ƕe that he Βas shoΒiǷǘ up at ǶΘ joǀ—it took Ƕe
ǁoǶpletelΘ ǀΘ suȍpȍise.

I ȍushed outside just as he pulled up iǷ ǗȍoǷt oǗ the hospital, Ƿot iǷ his usual
BeǷz ǀut iǷ a ȍeǷtal ǁaȍ, aǷd told Ƕe to juǶp iǷ the passeǷǘeȍ side. He had a
supeȍ-seȍious eΗpȍessioǷ oǷ his Ǘaǁe—aǷd at ϯȍst, I Βas ȍeallΘ ǁoǷǁeȍǷed.

ঐJoȍǘe, I ǁaǷ’t ǘo aǷΘΒheȍe, ǶaǷ—I’Ƕ just ǁloǁkiǷǘ iǷ to ǶΘ joǀ.঑
ঐThis Βill just take a seǁoǷd,঑ Joȍǘe said iǶpatieǷtlΘ.
He pulled his ǁaȍ aȍouǷd the ǁoȍǷeȍ.
ঐIǁe seǷt Ƕe to tell Θou soǶethiǷǘ, Spike. He said Θou’Αe ǘot to hold oǷ to

this ȍed ǀoΗ Ǘoȍ hiǶ.঑
ঐ2hat, Joȍǘe?঑
ঐSpike, doǷ’t look iǷ this daǶǷed ǀoΗ oȍ tell aǷΘoǷe Θou’Αe ǘot it. 2e ǁleaȍ?

Just hold it uǷtil Θou ǘet iǷstȍuǁtioǷs ǗȍoǶ Iǁe.঑
ঐOkaΘ, Joȍǘe,঑ I said. ঐUǷdeȍstood.঑
ঐOkaΘ, ǶaǷ. Gȍaǀ it. I’Αe ǘot to ǘet out oǗ heȍe.঑
Joȍǘe seeǶed kiǷd oǗ paȍaǷoid aǷd poiǷted to the ǀoΗ iǷ the ǀaǁk seat.
ঐOkaΘ, okaΘ,঑ I said.
I tuȍǷed to the ǀaǁk seat, ǘȍaǀǀed the sǶall ȍed ǀoΗ, aǷd theǷ Joȍǘe ȍeaǁhed

oΑeȍ aǷd suddeǷlΘ pulled oϦ the top.
IǷside, ǁaȍeǗullΘ Βȍapped iǷ tissue papeȍ, Βas ǶΘ oΒǷ peȍsoǷal GȍaǶǶΘ

aΒaȍd.
ঐCoǷǘȍatulatioǷs, Spike,঑ Joȍǘe said, ϯǷallΘ ǁȍaǁkiǷǘ a sǶile. ঐ8ou tȍulΘ

deseȍΑe this—Θou’ȍe as Ƕuǁh a paȍt oǗ the BodΘ CouǷt ǗaǶilΘ as aǷΘoǷe.঑
That ǶeaǷt the Βoȍld to Ƕe. Althouǘh I doǷ’t plaΘ dȍuǶs oȍ ǀass oȍ ǘuitaȍ,

it told Ƕe that ǶΘ haȍd Βoȍk oȍǘaǷiziǷǘ ǀaǷd seǁuȍitΘ, aloǷǘ Βith the peȍsoǷal
ȍespoǷsiǀilities Iǁe-T tȍusted Ƕe Βith—ǘuaȍdiǷǘ aǷd pȍoteǁtiǷǘ his ǗaǶilΘ—
didǷ’t ǘo uǷǷotiǁed.

AǷd iǷ ǶΘ oΒǷ ǗaǶilΘ liǗe, I’Αe ǀeeǷ ǀlessed ǀeΘoǷd Ƕeasuȍe. I Ƕet a ǀeautiǗul
ΘouǷǘ ladΘ ǷaǶed JasǶiǷe MaȍȌuez aǀout a Θeaȍ aǗteȍ I paȍoled out. 2e Ǘell iǷ



loΑe aǷd iǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ, God ǀlessed us Βith a soǷ, AltoǷ AǶiȍ Pieȍǁe. He’s alǶost
thȍee ǷoΒ. 2heǷ I Βake up, I soǶetiǶes sit ǀaǁk aǷd look at ǶΘ ΒiǗe aǷd soǷ
Βith teaȍs iǷ ǶΘ eΘes.

AȌ I dreaȌiȍǮ? Did I really Ǯet a seǗoȍd ǗhaȍǗe?
I oǷlΘ Βish ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ had liΑed loǷǘ eǷouǘh to Ƕeet ǶΘ soǷ, ǀut it ΒasǷ’t

iǷ God’s plaǷ. Heȍ AlzheiǶeȍ’s had pȍoǘȍessed ȌuiǁklΘ, aǷd she passed aΒaΘ oǷ
JulΘ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ ,ࡶࡳ, oǷe ǶoǷth ǀeǗoȍe AǶiȍ Βas ǀoȍǷ. Heȍ passiǷǘ leǗt Ƕe heaΑΘ-
heaȍted, disappoiǷted iǷ ǶΘselǗ, ǁoǷsuǶed ǀΘ ǘuilt. I kept ȍeǶiǷdiǷǘ ǶΘselǗ
that Ƕoȍe thaǷ tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe Θeaȍs oǗ Ƕe ǀeiǷǘ aǀseǷt—loǁked up iǷ the pȍisoǷ
sΘsteǶ—Βas the eȌuiΑaleǷt oǗ Ƕe aǀaǷdoǷiǷǘ heȍ.

To Ƕake Ƕatteȍs Βoȍse, eΑeǷ aǗteȍ paȍoliǷǘ aǷd ǁoǶiǷǘ hoǶe, I ǷeΑeȍ ǘot to
see ǶΘ ǶoǶ aliΑe aǘaiǷ. MΘ ǶoǶ Βas liΑiǷǘ Βith ǶΘ sisteȍ iǷ aǷotheȍ ǁitΘ, aǷd it
ΒasǷ’t loǘistiǁallΘ possiǀle Ǘoȍ Ƕe to Αisit heȍ. The ǷeΗt tiǶe I saΒ heȍ Ǘaǁe, she
Βas lΘiǷǘ iǷ a ǁasket iǷ a ǶoȍtuaȍΘ, aǷd I Βas leǗt to deal Βith the paiǷ oǗ haΑiǷǘ
lost soǶeoǷe so deaȍ to Ƕe. IǷ ǶΘ ǶiǷd theȍe Βeȍe so ǶaǷΘ ȍeǘȍets. OǷe thiǷǘ is
Ǘoȍ ǁeȍtaiǷ: theȍe Βeȍe ǁouǷtless ȍipple eϦeǁts ǗȍoǶ ǶΘ ǀad ǁhoiǁes aǷd
deǁisioǷs.

OǷ the otheȍ haǷd, ǀeǁause oǗ ǶΘ siǷǁeȍe tȍaǷsǗoȍǶatioǷ, iǷ a ȍeǶaȍkaǀle
tΒist it tuȍǷed out God Βould alloΒ ǶΘ soǷ AǶiȍ to ǀe ǀoȍǷ oǷ the saǶe daΘ as
ǶΘ Ƕotheȍ. MΘ soǷ aǷd ǶΘ late Ƕotheȍ shaȍe the saǶe ǀiȍthdaΘ, Auǘust ࡵࡳ.
Thouǘh she’s Ƿo loǷǘeȍ heȍe, I kǷoΒ she’s lookiǷǘ doΒǷ oǷ Ƕe ǗȍoǶ aǀoΑe,
pȍoud oǗ the positiΑe ǁhaǷǘes I’Αe Ƕade.

I kǷoΒ that she ǁaǷ see I aǶ heȍ soǷ oǷǁe aǘaiǷ.
I’Αe paid a steep pȍiǁe Ǘoȍ ǶΘ ǀad deǁisioǷs. I’Αe paid Βith ǶΘ ǗȍeedoǶ aǷd

Βith the daǶaǘe I did to ǶΘ oΒǷ ǗaǶilΘ, espeǁiallΘ the paiǷ I’Αe ǁaused ǶΘ
dauǘhteȍ. 2heǷ I ΒeǷt to pȍisoǷ, she Βas seΑeǷ; ΒheǷ I ǘot out, she Βas thiȍtΘ-
oǷe. She’d had thȍee kids ΒheǷ I Βas aΒaΘ. I ǁaǶe hoǶe the ǘȍaǷdǗatheȍ oǗ thȍee
ǘȍaǷdǁhildȍeǷ I’d ǷeΑeȍ Ƕet.

2as aǷΘ oǗ it Βoȍth it? Hell Ƿo. All the paiǷ aǷd huȍt I ǁaused ǶΘ ǶoǶ aǷd
ǘȍaǷdǶotheȍ: Θou ǁaǷ’t ǀȍiǷǘ these people ǀaǁk—Θou ǁaǷ’t ǀȍiǷǘ ǀaǁk the tiǶe
Βith theǶ Θou lost. 2heǷ I ΒeǷt to pȍisoǷ, eΑeȍΘoǷe iǷ ǶΘ ǀiǘ ǗaǶilΘ oǗ Ǘouȍ
ǀoΘs aǷd thȍee ǘiȍls Βas still liΑiǷǘ, all ǷiǷe oǗ us.

NoΒ ǀoth ǶΘ paȍeǷts aȍe dead.



MΘ tΒo oldeȍ ǀȍotheȍs aȍe dead.
TΒo oǗ ǶΘ sisteȍs aȍe dead.
It’s just Ƕe aǷd oǷe sisteȍ liΑiǷǘ iǷ HeǶet, CaliǗoȍǷia. MΘ ΘouǷǘest ǀȍotheȍ,

DΒaΘǷe Pieȍǁe, is iǷ pȍisoǷ doiǷǘ a liǗe seǷteǷǁe. All the tiǶe I ask ǶΘselǗ,
ঐ2hat iǗ I’d ǀeeǷ liΑiǷǘ ȍiǘht iǷ the ϯȍst plaǁe?঑ 2oȍkiǷǘ a ȍeǘulaȍ joǀ, helpiǷǘ
people like I’Ƕ doiǷǘ at the hospital? 2hat iǗ I’d ǀeeǷ patieǷt eǷouǘh to ǘet ǶΘ
Ƕusiǁ ǁaȍeeȍ oϦ the ǘȍouǷd? I ǶeaǷ, theȍe’s so ǶaǷΘ Βhat-iǗs.

Not a daΘ ǘoes ǀΘ ΒheǷ I doǷ’t Ǘeel ȍeǘȍet aǷd ȍeǶoȍse. All I ǁaǷ do is liΑe ǶΘ
liǗe the ΒaΘ I’Ƕ liΑiǷǘ it ǷoΒ. All I ǁaǷ do is ǀe thaǷkǗul eΑeȍΘ ǶoȍǷiǷǘ ΒheǷ I
opeǷ ǶΘ eΘes. All I ǁaǷ do is ǀe thaǷkǗul I’Αe ǘot ǶΘ ǗȍeedoǶ, ǶΘ ǗaǶilΘ, aǷd a
loΘal ǗȍieǷd like Iǁe.

Most oǗ all I ǁaǷ ǀe thaǷkǗul that God’s ǘiΑeǷ Ƕe the iǷsiǘht to see the eȍȍoȍs
I Ƕade—aǷd the ǁhaǷǁe to Ƕake sǶaȍteȍ deǁisioǷs eΑeȍΘ siǷǘle daΘ Ǘoȍ the ȍest
oǗ ǶΘ liǗe.

ICE

IǗ it ǁosts Θou Θouȍ peaǁe, it’s too eΗpeǷsiΑe.঑
I doǷ’t kǷoΒ Βho ǁoiǷed that eΗpȍessioǷ, ǀut it’s ǘeǷius.
The otheȍ daΘ I Βas telliǷǘ Coǁo, ঐI ǁaǷ sleep ǘood at Ƿiǘht ǀeǁause I’Ƕ Ƿot

ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ. I doǷ’t haΑe dȍuǘs iǷ this house. I doǷ’t haΑe a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ǁash. I
doǷ’t haΑe stoleǷ jeΒelȍΘ. Theȍe’s Ƿo ȍeasoǷ Ǘoȍ aǷΘoǷe to ǁoǶe up iǷ heȍe aǷd
do ǷothiǷǘ. But iǗ Βe Βeȍe ǁȍiǶiǷals, I Βould ǀe Βoȍȍied aǀout soǶeoǷe
kidǷappiǷǘ Θou. I Βould ǀe Βoȍȍied aǀout soǶeǀodΘ ǁoǶiǷǘ heȍe aǷd tΘiǷǘ us
all up, Θou kǷoΒ?঑

IǗ soǶeǀodΘ ǀȍeaks iǷto ǶΘ house ȍiǘht ǷoΒ, Βhat the Ǘuǁk aȍe theΘ ǘoiǷǘ to
do—steal a T0 oϦ the Βall?

8ou ΒaǷt ouȍ ǶoǷeΘ? It’s iǷ the ǀaǷk.
8ou ΒaǷt ouȍ jeΒelȍΘ? It’s all iǷsuȍed.
I’Ƕ leǘit, ǶaǷ. I ǁhose the laǷe that ǀȍiǷǘs peaǁe oǗ ǶiǷd.
8ou doǷ’t ǗullΘ ȍealize it uǷtil Θou ǘet out, ǀut hoǷestlΘ the ǘaǶe is a

ǷiǘhtǶaȍe. The ǘaǶe is Ǘoȍstaȍt stȍess. 8ou’ȍe alΒaΘs ΒatǁhiǷǘ Θouȍ ǀaǁk. 8ou’ȍe



ǷeΑeȍ ȍeallΘ ȍelaΗed, Θou’ȍe ǷeΑeȍ ȍeallΘ happΘ. People Βho doǷ’t ΒaǷt to Βoȍk
ȍeǘulaȍ joǀs deǁide theΘ ΒaǷt to plaΘ. I’Αe doǷe ǀoth, aǷd I ǁaǷ tell Θou the ǘaǶe
is aǁtuallΘ a thousaǷd tiǶes Ƕoȍe stȍessǗul thaǷ ΒoȍkiǷǘ a sȌuaȍe joǀ.

It’s ǘȍeat to see Spike ǶeǷtallΘ iǷ that saǶe plaǁe—it’s ǘȍeat to see he’s leǘit.
NoΒ that he has a ΒiǗe aǷd a ΘouǷǘ kid, theȍe’s thiǷǘs Ƕoȍe iǶpoȍtaǷt thaǷ
pȍide aǷd eǘo. Fuǁk the ǘold ǁhaiǷs. Fuǁk the RoleΗ. He’s ǗoǁusiǷǘ oǷ takiǷǘ
ǁaȍe oǗ his little soǷ.

IǗ Θou thiǷk aǀout it, ΒheǷ Βe Βeȍe out theȍe ΒȍeakiǷǘ haΑoǁ, hittiǷǘ liǁks,
stealiǷǘ jeΒels, Βe Βeȍe just shoΒiǷǘ oϦ. ShoΒiǷǘ oϦ to ΒoǶeǷ aǷd to eaǁh
otheȍ. NoǷe oǗ us Βas ǀuΘiǷǘ houses, ǷoǷe oǗ us Βas iǷΑestiǷǘ. 2e Βeȍe liΑiǷǘ
liǁk to liǁk. 2e Βeȍe a ǀuǷǁh oǗ ΘouǷǘ dudes just haȍd-ǁoȍe ϲossiǷǘ Ǘoȍ eaǁh
otheȍ.

NoΒ Βe’ȍe ǘȍoΒǷ ǶeǷ iǷ ouȍ ϯǗties aǷd siΗties. Ouȍ peȍspeǁtiΑes haΑe
ǁhaǷǘed aǷd ǷoΒ it’s aǀout ǀeiǷǘ theȍe Ǘoȍ ouȍ ǗaǶilies. StaΘ out oǗ ǗuǁkiǷǘ
tȍouǀle, staΘ out oǗ ǗuǁkiǷǘ jail, aǷd doǷ’t Ƕake those saǶe Ƕistakes.

2heǷ I Βas a teeǷaǘeȍ, I used to haǷǘ aȍouǷd these oldeȍ ǁats, hustleȍs doΒǷ
at the pool hall. TheΘ’d saΘ, ঐDoǷ’t ǀe like Ƕe, ΘouǷǘǀlood.঑ EΑeǷ they kǷeΒ
theΘ Βeȍe doiǷǘ ΒȍoǷǘ! TheΘ ΒaȍǷ Θou, ǀut Θou’ȍe too iǷtȍiǘued Βith theiȍ
jeΒelȍΘ, theiȍ Cadillaǁs, aǷd the ϲΘ ΒoǶeǷ ǘettiǷǘ iǷto theiȍ ǁaȍs. The ǘaǶe
suǁks Θou iǷ. The seΗiǷess aǷd sΒaǘǘeȍ oǗ the ǁȍiǶiǷal liǗe seduǁe Θou. 0eȍΘ ǗeΒ
people suȍΑiΑe it.

It’s like aǷ uǷdeȍtoΒ at the ǀeaǁh. 8ou’ȍe ǁoǁkΘ eǷouǘh to thiǷk Θou ǁaǷ
sΒiǶ iǷ that Βateȍ, ǀut it’ll pull Θou uǷdeȍ Ȍuiǁk.

BeǗoȍe Θou ȍealize it, Θou’ȍe dȍoΒǷiǷǘ.
These daΘs, I ǘo talk to kids iǷ sǁhools a lot. TeeǷaǘeȍs—thiȍteeǷ to eiǘhteeǷ

—that’s the aǘe ǘȍoup Θou’Αe ǘot to hit iǗ Θou ȍeallΘ ΒaǷt to Ƕake a diϦeȍeǷǁe.
I’ll saΘ, ঐHoΒ ǶaǷΘ oǗ Θou iǷ the ȍooǶ haΑe a ǗȍieǷd that’s ǀȍeakiǷǘ the laΒ—
let’s saΘ, selliǷǘ dope?঑

AlǶost all oǗ theǶ put theiȍ haǷds up.
ঐOkaΘ, haǷds doΒǷ iǗ theΘ’ȍe oΑeȍ tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe aǷd still doiǷǘ it.঑
I Βatǁh a ǀuǷǁh oǗ haǷds dȍop.
ঐOΑeȍ tΒeǷtΘ-ϯΑe aǷd ǷeΑeȍ ǀeeǷ to jail.঑
Moȍe haǷds dȍop.



ঐOΑeȍ thiȍtΘ, ǷeΑeȍ ǀeeǷ to jail, aǷd iǗ theΘ haΑeǷ’t ǀeeǷ to jail, soǶeǀodΘ
ǁlose to theǶ has ǀeeǷ shot.঑

BΘ the tiǶe I ǘet to thiȍtΘ-ϯΑe, all the haǷds iǷ the ȍooǶ aȍe doΒǷ.
ঐStop aǷd thiǷk aǀout that,঑ I saΘ. ঐ2hΘ Βould Θou ǘet iǷto aǷ oǁǁupatioǷ

Βheȍe theȍe’s oǀΑiouslΘ ȍo ȍetuȍǷ?঑
2ell, heȍe’s the Ƕost ǁoǶǶoǷ ȍeasoǷ:
8ou’ȍe lookiǷǘ Ǘoȍ a shoȍtǁut. But that shoȍtǁut eǷds up ǀeiǷǘ a loǷǘ-ass

jouȍǷeΘ thȍouǘh hell, a loǷǘ-ass jouȍǷeΘ thȍouǘh these peǷiteǷtiaȍies. That
shoȍtǁut eǷds up ǁostiǷǘ Θou Θouȍ ǗȍeedoǶ, deǁades oǗ Θouȍ liǗe, ǶaΘǀe all oǗ it.

IǗ Θou’ȍe luǁkΘ eǷouǘh to ǘet paȍoled like Spike, Θou Ƕiǘht ǁoǶe hoǶe iǷ
Θouȍ late ϯǗties. 8ou speǷt tΒeǷtΘ-siΗ Θeaȍs oǗ Θouȍ liǗe ǀehiǷd the Βall, aǷd
Θou’ll ǷeΑeȍ ǘet theǶ ǀaǁk. 8ou ǁaǷ Βoȍk haȍd as hell, Θou ǁaǷ liΑe a ǘood liǗe,
ǀut ǁaǷ Θou eΑeȍ really Ƕake up Ǘoȍ all the liǗe Θou lost?

0isitiǷǘ these hiǘh sǁhools, I oǗteǷ tell kids the stoȍΘ oǗ Ƕe aǷd Spike. The
details oǗ ouȍ ǗȍieǷdship aȍe uǷiȌue—soǶe oǗ theǶ aȍe stȍaǷǘeȍ thaǷ ϯǁtioǷ—
ǀut iǷ aǷotheȍ seǷse, it’s a uǷiΑeȍsal stoȍΘ. 2hat happeǷed to Ƕe aǷd Spike has
happeǷed thousaǷds aǷd thousaǷds oǗ tiǶes ǀeǗoȍe, aǷd it’s still happeǷiǷǘ
todaΘ.

It’s eeȍie to Ƕe hoΒ easilΘ ouȍ ȍoles ǁould haΑe ǀeeǷ ȍeΑeȍsed.
I ǁould easilΘ haΑe ǀeeǷ the ǘuΘ stuǁk iǷ the peǷiteǷtiaȍΘ Ǘoȍ tΒeǷtΘ-siΗ Θeaȍs

aǷd Spike ǁould haΑe ǀeǁoǶe the staȍ.
2e Βeȍe siǶilaȍ ǁats—alike iǷ so ǶaǷΘ ΒaΘs—headiǷǘ iǷ the eΗaǁt saǶe

diȍeǁtioǷ. Ouȍ liΑes Βeȍe so paȍallel. The oǷlΘ diϦeȍeǷǁe Βas ΒheǷ I hit that Ǘoȍk
iǷ the ȍoad aǷd Ƕade ǶΘ ǁhoiǁe to ǘet out oǗ the ǘaǶe, Spike Ƕade his ǁhoiǁe to
keep speediǷǘ iǷ the Ǘast laǷe—stȍaiǘht toΒaȍd that ǗuǁkiǷǘ ǁliϦ.

That’s the poiǷt I alΒaΘs stȍess to these kids:
2heǷ Θou hit Θouȍ oΒǷ Ǘoȍk iǷ the ȍoad, paΘ atteǷtioǷ.
Stop aǷd thiǷk aǀout the ȍaǶiϯǁatioǷs.
ThiǷk aǀout the ǁoǷseȌueǷǁes.
OǷe slip, oǷe Ƕistake, oǷe ǀad ǁhoiǁe.
That’s all it takes.
SoǶetiǶes oǷe deǁisioǷ ǁaǷ Ƕake all the diϦeȍeǷǁe iǷ the Βoȍld.



Iǁe aǷd Spike iǷ BeΑerly Hills Ǘor Iǁe’s siΗty-seǁoǷd ǀirthday, iǷ ࡱࡳࡱࡳ.



Spike’s ǀrother Roǀert, iǷϲueǷtial iǷ the RolliǷ’ ࡱࡴs Ƿeighǀorhood ॲࡲࡹ–ࡹࡸࡺࡲॳ, Βas a Ƕaster ǀurglar.
Piǁtured here iǷ ǗroǷt oǗ the ǗouǷtaiǷ at TiϦaǷy iǷ BeΑerly Hills iǷ ࡶࡺࡺࡲ.







T-MoǷey BoǷaΑeǷture, Spike’s hoǶie Βho Βas sΒappiǷg ǁars Βith Nat the Cat oǷ the day that Iǁe Ƕet
Spike iǷ the early ࡱࡹࡺࡲs.







MeǶǀers oǗ the Old CriǶe CreΒ, iǷǁludiǷg Iǁe ॲiȍ ǭroȍtॳ, BJ, Spike, SeaǷ E. Maǁ, SaǶ, aǷd ǗrieǷds, iǷ ࡳࡹࡺࡲ.







Nat the Cat, Beǀop Bill, Iǁe, aǷd Spike iǷ ࡴࡹࡺࡲ.



Iǁe aǷd a ǗrieǷd iǷ Iǁe’s red Porsǁhe iǷ ࡴࡹࡺࡲ.



Spike serΑiǷg a oǷe-year parole ΑiolatioǷ iǷ the CaliǗorǷia State PrisoǷ iǷ SusaǷΑille, aka ঐLose-8our-Girl-
)orld,঑ iǷ ࡹࡹࡺࡲ.



Iǁe aǷd Big Daddy KaǷe ॲǭroȍt ro͏ॳ aǷd Spike, Beǀop Bill, Nat the Cat, aǷd BeatǶaster 0 ॲǖaǗk ro͏ॳ oǷ the
Dope JaǶ tour.



Eazy-E holdiǷg his soǷ Βith Spike, a ǗrieǷd, Beǀop Bill, aǷd Big Daddy KaǷe duriǷg the Dope JaǶ tour.



Spike aǷd a ǗrieǷd iǷ his dressiǷg rooǶ Βhile oǷ tour iǷ ࡹࡹࡺࡲ.







Iǁe aǷd Spike duriǷg the Dope JaǶ tour.







Spike, Al PatroǶe, aǷd Iǁe iǷ ࡹࡹࡺࡲ.



Spike oǷ tour Βith Iǁe iǷ ࡺࡹࡺࡲ.



Nat the Cat ॲstaȍdiȍǮ, ͏ith three ͏oȌeȍॳ aǷd Spike iǷ his TraǷs AǶ iǷ OaklaǷd iǷ ࡺࡹࡺࡲ.







Spike, Magiǁ JohǷsoǷ, Nat the Cat, Al PatroǶe, aǷd JB at )ater the Bush Ƿightǁluǀ oǷ Spike’s ǀirthday iǷ
.ࡺࡹࡺࡲ





Spike’s daughter, MarȌuise, at aǀout Ǘour years old.



Spike oǷ the Ƕiǁ Βith his DJ, Phresh Cutz, aǷd a ǗaǷ at )ater the Bush iǷ ࡺࡹࡺࡲ.





Spike aǷd Phresh Cutz at a photoshoot iǷ ࡱࡺࡺࡲ.







Nat the Cat aǷd Spike holdiǷg Iǁe’s aΒard at the GraǶǶys iǷ ࡲࡺࡺࡲ.



Spike’s Ƕother, Betty JeaǷ Pierǁe, iǷ ǗroǷt oǗ her house iǷ Bakersϯeld iǷ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ.



Spike staǷdiǷg ǀy his Merǁedes iǷ Los AǷgeles iǷ ࡳࡺࡺࡲ.



JeϦ, Spike’s ǗorǶer ǁriǶe partǷer, at a party iǷ ࡶࡺࡺࡲ.







Spike’s oldest ǀrother, Terry, aka Turk, ǗroǶ the OrigiǷal HarleǶ GodǗathers, Βith his Ƿieǁes ChaǷel aǷd
DeshoǷai aǷd his soǷ LeoǷ at the BurtoǷ ǗaǶily reuǷioǷ iǷ ࡷࡺࡺࡲ.



SeaǷ E. Maǁ, KeyshaΒǷ JohǷsoǷ, Iǁe, uǷkǷoΒǷ, Al PatroǶe, aǷd Big Riǁh at the House oǗ Blues oǷ SuǷset
BouleΑard, ǁeleǀratiǷg KeyshaΒǷ’s ϯrst-rouǷd NFL DraǗt piǁk iǷ ࡷࡺࡺࡲ.



Iǁe aǷd Bruǁe RiǁhardsoǷ iǷ ࡷࡺࡺࡲ.



Body CouǷt’s origiǷal druǶǶer aǷd Old CriǶe CreΒ ǶeǶǀer BeatǶaster 0 iǷ ǗroǷt oǗ his ǷeΒ house aǷd
ǁars shortly ǀeǗore his death iǷ ࡷࡺࡺࡲ.



Bruǁe RiǁhardsoǷ at his Ƿightǁluǀ the )orld, loǁated iǷ the BeΑerly CeǷter.



Spike ॲstaȍdiȍǮ, ǭar leǭtॳ Βith other iǷǶates at Calipatria State PrisoǷ iǷ ࡹࡺࡺࡲ.



OǷe oǗ the proudest ǶoǶeǷts oǗ Spike’s liǗe: the graduatioǷ oǗ his daughter, MarȌuise ॲaǷ hoǷors studeǷtॳ,
iǷ ࡳࡱࡱࡳ.



Iǁe aǷd Al PatroǶe as Iǁe aǁǁepted his Players Ball AΒard oǷ the Las 0egas strip iǷ ࡸࡱࡱࡳ.







DiaǶoǷd 7 aǷd Frosty Maǁ at Miǁhael Carter’s ǗuǷeral iǷ ࡴࡲࡱࡳ.







Spike reuǷitiǷg Βith MarȌuise aǗter ǀeiǷg graǷted parole iǷ ࡷࡲࡱࡳ.



MarjhoǷ, MarȌuel, aǷd Marlie ǶeetiǷg Spike Ǘor the ϯrst tiǶe, ࡷࡲࡱࡳ.







Iǁe, SoreǷ Baker, Meek Mill, Al PatroǶe, Lil Iǁe, aǷd Spike iǷ the dressiǷg rooǶ at JiȌȌy KiȌȌel Li͎e! iǷ
.ࡸࡲࡱࡳ







Iǁe, Spike, aǷd T.I. at JiȌȌy KiȌȌel Li͎e! iǷ ࡸࡲࡱࡳ.







JasǶiǷe MarȌuez, Spike’s ΒiǗe, iǷ ࡸࡲࡱࡳ.







7ziǀit aǷd Spike aǗter a shoΒ iǷ Chiǁago iǷ ࡸࡲࡱࡳ.







DaΑe MustaiǷe, ǁoǗouǷder oǗ Megadeth aǷd origiǷal lead guitarist oǗ Metalliǁa, Βith Spike iǷ Chiǁago iǷ
.ࡸࡲࡱࡳ







Iǁe, JasǶiǷe, Coǁo—holdiǷg ChaǷel—aǷd Spike iǷ BeΑerly Hills iǷ ࡸࡲࡱࡳ.







JoǷathaǷ DaΑis oǗ KorǷ, uǷkǷoΒǷ, Iǁe, aǷd Lil Iǁe iǷ ǗroǷt oǗ a tour ǀus iǷ the South oǗ FraǷǁe iǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ.







Spike staǷdiǷg iǷ ǗroǷt oǗ a RoleΗ store iǷ SΒitzerlaǷd iǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ. ঐNo loǷger a jeΒel thieǗ; oǷǁe agaiǷ Ƕy
ǶaǶa’s soǷ.঑







Baǀy ChaǷel aǷd UǷǁle Spike iǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ.







Coǁo aǷd ChaǷel ΒalkiǷg past UǷǁle Spike oǷstage iǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ.



Spike oǷstage Βith Body CouǷt ǶeǶǀers JuaǷ aǷd 0iǷǁe iǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ.







Al PatroǶe, Fred Durst, aǷd Spike iǷ NureǶǀerg, GerǶaǷy, iǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ.







Iǁe, MayǷard JaǶes KeeǷaǷ oǗ Tool, aǷd JohǷǷy Depp at the )aǁkeǷ OpeǷ Air ǗestiΑal iǷ GerǶaǷy, ࡹࡲࡱࡳ.







Spike iǷ ǗroǷt oǗ oǷe oǗ the oldest ǁastles iǷ LuΗeǶǀourg iǷ ࡹࡲࡱࡳ.







Al PatroǶe aǷd Iǁe oǷ NeΒ 8ear’s EΑe iǷ ࡺࡲࡱࡳ.







Miǁhael ঐMiǁkey঑ Aǀǀot Βith Iǁe at JohǷ Boy’s RolliǷ’ ࡱࡹs party at the LA7 SheratoǷ iǷ ࡱࡳࡱࡳ.







JasǶiǷe aǷd AltoǷ AǶir Pierǁe-MarȌuez iǷ ࡱࡳࡱࡳ.







AltoǷ AǶir Pierǁe-MarȌuez, Spike’s soǷ, iǷ ࡲࡳࡱࡳ.







AǶir ǷeΗt to a photo oǗ Spike iǷ ࡲࡳࡱࡳ.







Spike aǷd AǶir holdiǷg Body CouǷt’s GraǶǶy aΒard iǷ ࡲࡳࡱࡳ.







Iǁe, B-Real aǷd SeǷ Dog oǗ Cypress Hill, aǷd Spike at a shoΒ iǷ Chiǁago iǷ ࡲࡳࡱࡳ.







Lil Iǁe, MaǁhiǷe GuǷ Kelly, Iǁe, SeaǷ E. SeaǷ, aǷd ErǷie C. at the AǗtershoǁk FestiΑal iǷ SaǁraǶeǷto iǷ ࡲࡳࡱࡳ.



Spike oǷstage Βith Iǁe duriǷg a Body CouǷt perǗorǶaǷǁe at the AǗtershoǁk FestiΑal iǷ ࡲࡳࡱࡳ.



Spike, Iǁe, aǷd Al PatroǶe at the ϯǷal ࡲࡳࡱࡳ AǗtershoǁk shoΒ—the true deϯǷitioǷ oǗ solidarity.
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