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ALLLLLLLLLLLLLRIGHT:
RACE £ANSY

LET'S RECAP
THE ACTION THAT 6GOT
Us WHERE WE ARE!



The Bureau of Balance presents:

ANGUS MCDONALD's
GREAT TRAIN CAPER!

hY A




Join the BoB and help
out boy detective Angus
McDonald as he solves his
latest case: the hunt for

the ROCKPORT SLAYER!

Charm ticket
seller
(Must roll a 3 to

FINISH!

BoB Debrief with
the Director







Chapter 1






IT'S BEGINNING
TO LOOK A LOT
LIKE MIDSUMMER
SOLSTICE!

JOHANN PLAYING A
HAPPY TUNE! FESTIVAL
CN THE MOON/!

WE'LL SCORE SOME
DEALS AT FANTASY
COSTCO-0-0-0f

WE SHOULD
PROBABLY GO STRAIGHT
TO THE PAVILION SO WE

oL\ CAN REGISTER FOR THE
|\ COSTUME CONTEST.. /\

«~BECAUSE I LIKE
MY CHANCES/

pace Hum
rlass Fignter
§PROFIENCHE S

< geiriending wnestlers
e sk
= Ligring proficiencies

THAT HAT
IS MEVER GOING TO
FIT ME AGAIN.

CLAss wizard
+PROFIC IENCIES+

~ =Vexing arti;
j 'imimcnr@ﬁ
L Monigte
{ang Gardens)

COME ON,
YOU GUYSs!




{MeRE

Rdce DWaRF
CL3SS CLERIC
ONE rﬂﬁﬁuﬁ THE b i gateas
=} Healing (sarev
ECLIPSE, AND I NEED HEUFF?EE.’E."?'JE §
A BEER/ * Tqnoring sPeLL SLOTS
=+ SoMmeWhat Un
communication with

TENTACLES ARE
A PAIN IN THE ASS




TG D) =

vac GO oD AN, .‘h
AN
Nl &)
g o —in | A
,.1_5% 72

Tl - '._

-

st

I GOTTA TELL
YOU, TOHANN...

YOU REALLY
KNOW HOW TO FILL
A DANCE FLOOR.

=
o5 T2




WHAT CAN
I SAY?P TOUGH
ROOM.

TRY
*ASMODEUS
WENT POWN TO
FANTASY GEORGIA"
THAT ALWAYS
KILLS.

SWLLY MUSIS

- {0idrish arfinity
-4NOT & PLopLL
persch

«KICK IN A
LITTLE SOMETHIN'
FOR THE CAUSE?

I WENT

WAY OVER ON MY
FANTASY DATA PLANM
THIS MONTH, 50...

YOU'RE WELCOMES
GREAT VISIT! GOTTA
CASH IF WE'RE GONNA
MAKE THE COSTUME
CONTEST!

THERE'S NO
COSTUME CONTEST/
IT'S HAZING! WE'RE
HAZING YOUu

MAYBE
THE PIRECTOR'S
NEW GOLDEM BOYS
couLp..You

NOBODPY REALLY
DRESSES UP!!

REALLY DRESSES
UP...




RBcE GTNOME
CL3SS JRTIFICER
FPAORIE I EMNEI B

=+ EANAUSTIRLE FATIENCL
- The PLOPLL

P o oiom

THE PRILL: COIN,

C'MON, SHIELD,
POPPA NEEDS
A SHIELR!!

FlereyeRs Mime

|1
il
N
"

PROTECTS WLARER |

FROM PROJECTILES |

+ETATG
+| AC 3gzinst

PO YOU NOT
REMEMBER MY
MONCOLOGLUE FROM
THE LAST BOOK?




V'  rigHT- 2l
RIGHT-RIGHT-
RIGHT-RIGHT! /=m=

7 cLoCkwiSE
OR COUNTER-
CLOCKWISE?

I/r:us FAN CAN e
PRODUCE A POWERFUL v
BURST OF WIND TO KNOCK | W7

BACK A FOE OR SEND
SOME DISHES FLYING.

7] %. !
TSR o0
MaglcaL m{di
onct s g,
i e

BETWEEN THIS FAN AND
THE FANCY SUN-BRELLA,
I'M ONE SEVENTEEN-INCH
WAIST FROM BEING
SCARLETT C’'HARA.

DEPENDS.
Do YOU HAVE ANY |

<7

)
2

/ e

-

NOPE, JUST
REGULAR OLD . P ' I KNOW WHAT
> : RO e SRl I WE CAN DO WITH

.II
e

E
A

:




I HOPE THE £|
SELECTION'S IMPRGVED

. : SINCE OUR LAST VISIT. I
'HTgﬂ'F!?r%LﬂsY - NEVER DID FIND ANY USE
4 FOR THAT CRUMMY "WAND

CLZSS WARLOCK

tPRaEiIENELFST

YEAH, THAT'S
GREAT, BUT THEY
ALSC HAVE THIS REALLY
SWEET SHIELD OF
UNBREAKABLE wiLLS

S\

+PROVIPLE
LERAL APVICE oT
WHITINE B LAST Wil

anp TESTAMENT That
e CANNOT B BROKED

THIS? JUST A
MYSTERY BAG.

IFITOLD
YOU, IT WOULPN'T BE
MUCH OF A MYSTERY,




«BUT JUST

IMAGINE..THERE

| COULD BE SOMETHING
EVEN COOLER IN THE

a MYSTERY BAG.

BUT L.
TWANT. |
\ THE SHIELD. /'

BUY THE
BAG, I'LL THROW

IN THIS EYESPY.

HETAT S
ore Ush PeR TeY

10



AN ENCHANTEDR
FCONDUE SET?

A MAGIC
BOWLING
BALL?

FLETCHER, YOU GET A PET,
NAME HIM... ESQUIRE/ SOME COOL STALKER
STEVEN! g GEAR..AND I GET A
CRUMMY DECODER
RING? WHAT A CROCK!
WHAT DID YOU GET,

s, ™ (AN b ST

. L " IRE, : B

\  GOLDFISH..THE THIRD/! : s il m;tat.ﬂh‘-‘ﬂﬁhﬁ

| AR [ [ W us'rma"l:l{rls':ﬁ““
' f *5

ES%SJM i, /RS il M ..o e T

= Y am
QUIRE, GOLDFISH THE THIRD ' . ) Al “;:Eﬁﬁa heT

\ Race CUPRINIFORMES

(] {%ﬁ L APRsEICipNGIEse

SRS 1 STEANG auve iN an encuosen
GLOBE OF WaTER..THATS IT

insibe anp ReL

~ =W e D SR T i oS,

MAYBE JUST
THIS ONCE—
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ITS S0
THOUGHTFUL
OF YOU TO BRING US
SNAPPY-LOOKING
EYEWEAR/!

THE ECLIPSE N\
{ HAS STARTED! THE
A MOON IS COVERING /o

PIRECTOR'S

YOU HAKE TC WEAR
THESE S0 YOU DON'T
INJURE YOUR PRECICUS
EYEBALL CONES.

Race ORC
CL355 WARRIOR.
§PROEICH ERGIERY
S EAVERTISE WOTH CROSSEOM N
=5 EAPERTISE VR MOST o
SVRRMTHING, S5 THAT L3N

THOUGHT WE

SHE MEANS
THE REAL MOON...
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I ATE ONE,
AND IT MADE ME
HALLUCINATE!!

I SAW THE

N evesaLLs, To0, )

OF COURSE,
THERE'S A VERY
GOOD CHANCE 1 WAS
TRIPPIN' ON UNICGRN
DICK AT THE TIME,

I YES, AND OMLY

YOU THREE SAW THEM.
EVERYONE ELSE WAS
STUNNED BY THAT

EYEBALLS/
LIKE A BAJILLION
GLOWING EYEBALLS,
JUST KIND OF...
STARING AT US.

FEEL..CREEPED... |

WHATEVER
THIS..PHENOCMENON
IS, I FEAR IT TO BE
AN ILL OMEN...PRODOF
THAT WE MUST
HASTEN OUR
EFFORTS TG GATHER
THE REMAINING
RELICS/

TO SURVIVE THIS
NEW THREAT, WE CANT
BE PISTRACTED BY THE
HAVODC E‘:EEE RELICS
USE.
A
WE JUST q
RECEIVED NEW

INTEL. YOU MUST
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY

«THAT SOUNDED
REALLY COOL...

YEAH, THAT
wAs GOOD. DID YOU
WRITE THAT?



YES. GOLPCLIFF,
IT'S THE FINANCIAL
SEAT CF POWER FOR
ALL THE REALM.

IT'S WRITTEN
RIGHT HERE OMN
YOUR FANTASY
WHITEBOARD.

OME OF OUR
SEEKERS SUSPECTS
THAT THE RELIC IS IN
THE PCSSESSION OF
GOLDCLIFF'S PREMIER
CRIMINAL...

SOMEHOW SHE
HAS GOTTEMN AHOLD COF
THE RELIC AND IS USING
IT TO WREAK HAVOC
IN THE CITY.
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IT'S CALLEDR
THE GAIA SASH.

Je
=

Sne's QETTL

-mpu@ra ‘g%‘l-
You! You, Have 7
L8aRN TO DeVeLoP

o man.

IT GIVES THE
WEARER CONTROL

OVER NATURE: WIND,
THUNDER, FLORA.

YOUR CONTACT
1S CAPTAIN BANE,

LEAPER CF THE GOLDCLIFF

MILITIA, AND OME OF
: OUR MOST INTREPID
[ ™, SEEKERS.

/ COCH! HE'S
GOT A RANK/!

GOTTA SAY,

IT SOUNDS LIKE
YOUR ORG CHART
HAS A LCT OF
REPUNDPANCY.

7 DIBS ON X
BRIGADIER
GENERAL.

WORRY, MERLE,

I'M SURE THERE'S A
PERFECTLY REASONABLE,
SUPER SECRET
EXPLANATION

CURICUSLY, THE
RAVEN HAS TAKENM UP
RESIPENCE IN ONE OF
THE LARGEST CITIES
IN THE WORLDP.

AS OUR BYLAWS
PICTATE, HE'S UNABLE
TO ACT ON HIS CWN
INTEL; HE'S AWAITING
RECLAIMERS TC DROP
IN AND RECOVER

IF SHE WERE IN
THE FOREST, SHE

-~

AS THERE




SERIOUSLY, THOUGH,
IF YOU'RE GONNA FIRE US OUT

OF A CANNON IN THE DIRECTION |

OF A MASTER CRIMINAL
NATURE GOD, SOME
MOTIVATION MIGHT

—

GUARTERLY REVIEWS |
ARE JUST ARCUND
THE CORNER.

FANTASTIC.
THERE'S NC TIME
TO LOSE—-REPORT
STRAIGHT TC THE

HANGAR TO

DISEMBARK,

19
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THIS IS A LOT
MORE FUN WHEN WE'RE
NOT SCREAMING AS WE

PLUNGE TOWARD

OUR DEATHS.

& YEAH, I'VE
“R| PEVELOPED A REAL
; PROFICIENCY FOR
FLYING THESE
THINGS.

THEY FLY THEMSELVES,
PUNKIN. YOU JUST MAKE
SURE YOU'RE PROFICIENT

IN PULLING THE BRAKE.

HEY, LCOK,
FELLAS! IT'S

OUR FRIEND i
THE GAME o
EVERYONE. THIS LN

IS YOUR CAPTAIN
SPEAKING.

THEY CERTAINLY
HAVE SOME BIG-ASS
DUST STORMS ROUND
THESE PARTS.

TO THANK YOU
FOR FLYING FANTASY
AIRLINES, WE OFFER
YOU COMPLIMENTARY

"LEVELING UP“Sf

AND YOU KICKED
50 MANY ASSES IN THE
LAST GRAPHIC NOVEL,
I'M BOOTING YOU UP

TWC LEVELS/!

A

Racé ACTUak HuMAN BEINg,
CL355 GaMe MISTER

Rl ainEr Bl

=+ AMELINGy SCENBRIOS
= M'I'D Teiods
ONE LEVEL AND A =1 &7 Those
WARM TOWEL?

COULD I HAVE




i WITH "EXTRA ATTACK" .
AND *ACTION SURGE,” MAGNUS,
YOU CAM THEORETICALLY 4
ATTACK THREE TIMES IN

FIEHTER LEVeL &
CONSTITUTION =
STRENGTH +2
NEW ABLLiTIES
EXTRE aTTack
ACTiON SURGE

TRANSMUTER
J STOMES ARE A KIND
| OF POWER GEM. YOU CAN
EVEN USE THEM TO GIVE
OTHERS MAGICAL
ABILITIES!

angmutition
WiZaLEveLe
consrrition+ 10
CraRISME &
S
1 6POLLE, T
“ﬁummwﬁ

*OTHERS*?
YEAH. THAT SOUNDS

\/
<!

WITH "DAMPEN
ELEMENTS,” YOU CAN
HALVE THE DAMAGE THOSE
IN YOUR PARTY SUFFER FROM
ELEMENTAL ATTACKS!

MerEn

CLERIC LEVEL &
WaTURRE PoMain
CONETiTUTION 1

DELTERLTY +2

Neéw ZBiLiTies
TESTRSY Uunpear
Pameen eLements

" [ "THEORETICALLY"
PO THAT, MY
GOOD MAN!

e

=%

COULD I GET
A WRITTEN INVOICE?
NG My T'LL
REMEMBER THAT.




NOW PLEASE SECURE
YOUR TRAYS AND RETURN YOUR
SEATS TO AN UPRIGHT POSITION

AS WE PREPARE TO LAND..

i f GOING TG STEAL
b THAT EAT/IRE

«BUT THEY
REALLY SHOULP
HIRE A NEW
LANDSCAPER.




I'M SURE WE'LL BE ;
TOO m‘f HU.::ATING DALDWN :
THE TER CRIMINAL TO |
L GO ON A JOYRIDE. l!

EXTEND THE
FANTASY PERIMETER
TO THE WEST SIDE!

AND SOMEBODY GET
SERGEANT DETECTIVE
STRAWBERRY OUT
OF THE VINES/!

I WANT SOME
ANSWERS ABOUT
THOSE BLACK AND

SILVER PLANTS/

T'LL EXPLAIN
BACK AT BASE.




HAIL AND
WELL MET,
MY DUDE!

FROM TV, AND THESE
ARE TWO ERRANT
YOUTHS I'VE TAKEN
UNDER MY WING,

r I NEEP TO
CHECK YCOUR BONA

FIPES. SHOW ME
YOUR ARMS.

IS THAT YOUR
NAMEO%R RANK

G B

spmefi I.IEH-"""'

MiLiTiA Management
1?aunvmm\t5 with

REALLY NOT
TELL YOUR ARMS
APART?

THEY LOOK
EXACTLY THE
SAMELSS




THE RAVEN IS5 HOLED UP
INSIDE THE TRUST BUILDING,
I ASSUME STEALING ALL
THE GOLD INSIDE...

«~AND THERE'S
ALOT CF GOLD
INSIDE.

KIND OF TOUGH TO
READ SOMEONE THEIR
RIGHTS THROUGH A WALL OF
SENTIENT, MURPERGCUS

\\ : LEAVE
e\ —7 —\ THAT TO ME/

I PONT WANT
TQ TELL YOU HOW
TO PO YOUR JOB OR
ANYTHING, BUT WHY
DON'T YOU JUST GO
IN AND...ARREST
HERP




LEVEL SIXES
WHO HAVE SEEN A
LOT OF SHIT!

WE'VE BEEN
ARQUND THE BLOCK,
IF YOU KNOW WHAT

YEAH, THIS
AINT OUR FIRST

50, CAPTAIN...
MAY I CALL YOU
CAPTAINP

I PREFER
CAPTAIN.

WHAT'S YOUR HONEST

CPINION: PO YOU THINK

WE'RE A HIGH ENOUGH
LEVEL TO HANPLE

YEAH, WE'RE
OMLY SIX...THIS

LIKE CQUR

TO LEAVE IT
ALL TC ME!




I PON'T GET : ' HIS STU
IT. RAILSPLITTER = LET THE |5LL3§EPS::JT.
SHOULD BE ABLE - - PROFESSIONAL v \ VERY TOXIC. VERY
TO SLICE AND DICE : THROUGH, . DANGEROUS
RIGHT THROUGH A : i B )
THESE PLANTSS

OH, THIS
IS HOT GOING YOU CANT
TO BE GOOD.. ) JUST WHACK
4 N AT 1T

TREESS
IT CUTS DOWN
TREES! THESE
ARENT TREES—
THEY'RE
VINES,

YOU HAVE
TO USE A LITTLE
FINESSE.

I JUST GOT
HERE A FEW MINUTES
AGD, AND I CANNOT
TAKE MY EYES OFF
YOUR PISTILS AND
STAMENS...

SAND THAT SIXTY FEET
SWEET, SWEET AWAY, AND ALL T COULD

POLLEN SACS THINK WAS, "DO AMOT BE
! CHOPPIN' ON THIS

WE'RE GONNA
HAVE TO NAME THIS
ARC "FIFTY SHADES

OF GREEM.”




YOU KNOW,
JUST.OPEN UP
AND LET US WALK

" S0, T WAS THINKING . S —
IT WOULD BE REALLY, - IN THE DOOR?

REALLY GOOD IF YOU
WOLULD LIKE..




ONCE YOUVE
BEEN CULTIVATED
BY MERLE-




DID ANYONE
THINK TO BRING A
BIG, BIG BOTTLE CF
ROUNDUP?

FIRST THING:
SECURE THE SCENE!
THEM: LOOK FOR
CLUES THAT MIGHT
TELL US WHERE THE
RAVEM I5.

SEE IF I CAN FIND
ANY OF THOSE
PENS ON CHAINS
I CANM TAKE?

I'M GONNA SEE

\{ IF THERE'S ANY LOOT

IN THOSE TELLER
BOOTHS.

YES!
TAAKO AND
MERLE RUSH




WANNA WATCH
WHERE YOU'RE

WHAT IN THE
WHOLE HELL /8
THAT THING?

I BELIEVE
THAT I5..TRENT
THE TREANT...A...

SENTIENT TREE-LIKE




$STATEH

ENChaNTED 3¢
N 170 aTTRCK AP
=

BOD |
ek any TRee, | !
canm il

TECHMICALLY..

RAILSPLITTER
CAN "FELL ANY

TREE! HE'S A
TREE -£M‘E'

TREE"!, i
~ p GUIDE™ HE'S NOT A

35



> : ~WE MIGHT TRY N\
| TRANSLATION, . A ] 2 MoH |
"\ PLEASE? o~ i wl rmsrenp GFI oM ,TE,

- ~ RANDOM HACKING
AND SLASHING?

HE SAYS HE IS
GOING TO AGGRESSIVELY
RETALIATE AGAINST YOU

AND, IN THE PROCESS,
ATTEMPT TOD CAUSE
You GRIEVOUS BORILY
HARM.

- NOTHING!!
THAT GUY JUST
|| CHOPPED MY
'\ ENTIRE BUTT
A OFF!!

apHe N

JUST..CHOPPED
!‘-'-'FEJ!TY BUTT/ IT'S
: RIGHT THERE ON
oty ' THE GROUND! T'M
THIRTY MINUTES
OLD! T'M A BABY, "'*I- LOOKING AT IT/ .

AN

LISTEM, I
HAVE THESE
NIFTY NATURE
POWERS! 1
CAN HEAL
You!

BARKING UP THE
WRONG TREE,
BUTTCHOPPER.

WE HAVE TO

STOP THIS SILLY
CONFLICT AND
JUST BE BUDS! 4




4

THE BIRP LARY
WHC GREW ME CUT
OF THE GROUND
TOLD ME NOT TC
LET ANYBODY
UPSTAIRS..

50 IF YouwLe

FIX ME, T'LL JUST

I\ KILL YOUR FRIENDS
\ AND, LIKE...

I FEEL AN
OBLIGATION TO
HER FOR, YOU KNOW,
GIVING ME LIFE AND
EVERYTHING...

WHAT'S THE
NEXT OPTION AFTER
PIPLOMACY?




B TR

Kine of \
GELF- EXPLENITORY,
DON'T Y3 Thillk?

THERE'S A
SET OF FOOTPRINTS
FROM THE ENTRANCE...
TO THE FOUNTAIN...AND
THEN TC THOSE POORS
OVER THERE!

I GOTTA SAY

FOR A FEEEBIE,
THIS EYESPY IS Ol CAVE ATUALL

YOU HAVE ACTUALLY
KIND OF COOL. REMEMBERED TO USE
ONE OF YOUR ITEMS//




*ILLAIN*? THAT'D
BE CONVENIENT!

ORPINARILY,
I'D DO MY GREAT
*HIT ALL THE ELEVATOR
|\ BUTTONS” GOOF, BUT I'M
) HOMESTLY FEELING A 4
N\, BIT CREEPED ouT. /

A\l [ vINEY-SENSE IS
A TINGLING...

39






YOU PROBABLY ;

COULD'VE JUST
GENTLY PUSHED IT
TO ONE SIDE. DO
You HAVE TO
"PHANTOM FIST"

owsustete \ntey vl .+ YV

o MIBILILLY BFFiX -l ATTACHED AN EXTRA-
I A ROPLI0SOMEPOAE ) A L ' TO? DIMENSIONAL...

ANCHOR...THING/!

I DONT
HAVE TO
UNPERSTAND
THE SPELLS! I
JUST CAST

THEMW/

41



=S - 7 INmATIvE ' .
NOT GQUITE OUT ; ) y , 1
OF THE WEEDS f A QB FORCHMBING' S

THERE'S

L

WATCH THE

42









M L [~ =
Ay ) .|i I___- u._|_ | 1 = __;‘|
e '.-.:- . > i ! 3 o L} = [ A
= 4 | . £ ] Wy g
- WHERE THE ¥° , =of
! HELLPID YOU | . i
: Go? i ,
L ” " : : ?Ir iy 0 o
.III |I:" #
4 LY !I [ — | e

NEVER GOING g
THERE AGAIN! W

= ABOUT IT WHEN WE'RE
- AOT BEING CHASED

BY GIANT WEEDSP

WHAT DO
WE USUALLY
PO IN THESE
SITUATIONSP

45



" WE LEAVE
IT UP TO THE
MAGIC GUY.




ANL V' FOR
NILLAINY

CLASS CRAMINGL
FPROVIEI[uL IS
= MISDAMBANORS
S TeLonies
L | ReucTant Masnem

WE'RE LOOKING
FOR SOMECNE S0 EITHER
NAMED THE RAVEN, = SHE'S IN COSPLAY,
ANDP SHE'S GOT A
RAVEN MASK,




BACK AND GIVE YOU
AN EXIT FROM

50 YOU CAN
JUST, LIKE, RCB
THE PLACE?

THE BUILPING.

THERE'S GOTTA
DON BE A LESS APOCALYPTIC
Ewa ?ELTH ﬁ;’, WAY TO MAKE A BUCK IN

BUT YOU NEED TO THIS TOWN/

LEAVE..NOW/!

NOT ABOUT THE
MOMNEY, DWARF.

LISTEN, RAVEN,
WE'VE SEEN THIS
BEFCRE!

THE LAST
TIME CONE OF

THESE ITEMS WAS
IN THE HANDS OF
SOMECNE—

I HAVE
BECOME UNTO

7 THERE'S

NOTHING LIKE THIS
BELT ANYWHERE IN
THE WORLD/!

THERE WAS/! THERE
Y wAS A GAUNTLET! IT LEVELEDP

THOUSANDS o
PEOPLE DIED BECAUSE

ITS WIELPER PIDN'T
LISTEN TO US!






T JUST WANT
TO STATE THAT
MAGNUS'S ATTACKS
AGAINST HER WILL
BE NONLETHALS

IGNORE THAT.

q I WAS..PRACTICING |

FOR MY ACTING

SO FAR, SHE =
HAS MADE NO MOVE |
AGAINST US. :

I'M ALL ABOUT
JUSTICE, SQ T'LL
TRY NOT TO HURT
YOU TOOD BADL—




SAW THAT..
COMING...

YOU FAIR

WARNING/!




BEEN UPGRADED TO
SEMILETHALY!




IVE GOT
YOU..RIGHT

ALL THAT
BRAVADC, AND
YOU WEREN'T EVEN
A CHALLENGE
FOR ME.

m
Q
g




THIS IS
NMOT Yol

YOU ARE
NOT A KILLERS




-1_.“_“"
YOU PONT
UNDERSTAND!!
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HARD

SURPRISED AND SAME.

: DELIGHTED ABOUT | £ I'M ALIVE,
: ) MY CONTINUED i N, TOO, BY THE
HOowW You ' EXISTENCE. / iz wWAY. THANKS

h FOR ASKING.

FEELING?

V THIS IS THies: AKE NOT
LIEUTENANT HURLEY Yo | MERLE. ﬂrHtSEi% A
GOLDCLIFF ™
OF TH.EI.II:.ITIA. ; REAL HEALER.

SHE SHOOED
AWAY THE MEAN
BIRD LADY AND
SAVEDR US,

RALE WALFLIDG

= 0}‘ Lanis Lieusenant
\ b R CLash MOTK
7 iPnori dutinhh

-s_tawtam
[ mmnﬁ?rm

N

BUT YouUu
CALLED HER BY
) ANOTHER NAME,
o LIEUTENANT.




BETTER GO
CHECK AND SEE IF
ANYOME ELSE’'S HP

NEEDPS TCPPING

I ENCOUNTERED
THE RAVEN AND SAVED
THESE THREE CIVILIANS

FROM HER ASSAULT.

THERE HAS
BEEN SIGNIFICANT
STRUCTURAL DAMAGE
TC THE GOLDPCLIFF TRUST,
. BUT NC gARS‘UALTIESa
i

SORRY-SIR-
GOTTA-RUN/

61
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S0, I TAKE IT
THE MISSION'S
STILL ¥ET TC BE
ACCOMPLISHEDP?

UNLESS THE

MISSION WAS US GETTING Y
COMPLETELY DUNKED

ON, THEN YES.

YOU MIGHT |
NO. TO BE
HAVE MENTIONED HONEST, THERE MAY -
THE WHOLE '"POWER HAVE BEEN SOME
USEEDQEG‘%? ;:mﬁ ‘ _ TALK OF SMITING SOMEONE
URE WE W C b ON OUR PART... MIGHT HAVE
. P CAST A SPELL
) THAT DIDNT
B } WORK...
J, B r

I'D HAVE
THOUGHT THE
TOWER OF LIVING
VINES WOULD HAVE
GIVEN THAT AwAY!

A BIT OF

il

DID SHE GET
THE JUMP CON YOU?
ATTACK YOU As
SO0ON AS YOU
WALKED INF

AGGRESSIVE BODY
LANGUAGE...

A\

Y MORE NUANCE
TH.ﬂN ANYTHING
ELSE...

MAYBE w:\

MADE THE FIRST

SNE MADE THE
SHE DIDN'T
ATTACK YOU As PIRST. MVE o,

SOON AS SHE WHO CAN SAY?P o~

WE ATTACKED
HER FIRST.

ACTI.IALL‘I
TRIER TO GET
us TO LEAVE.
REPEATEDLY.




THE POWER
THAT THE RELICS

SPEAKING
AS A PROFESSIONAL

GRANT CAN
CORRUPT YOU S0 THRALL-RESISTER,
COMPLETELY THE FACT THAT I THINK YOU MAY
THAT YOU LOSE SHE PIPNT KILL YOU BE RIGHT.

OUTRIGHT MAKES ME
THINK SHE'S SOMEHOW
TRYING TC RESIST
THE THRALL.

CONTROL.

MAYBE
THERE'S A WAY
TO GET THROUGH
TG THE RAVEMN...
TALK HER INTO
GIVING UP
THE S5ASH..

I THINK YOUVE
ALREADY MET THE
PERFELT PERSON

FOR THE JCB..

| wiLLiNG TO DO

«IF SHE'S
IT AT ALL.
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SAY, A REALLY BAD

Irl

i

.":I’ L

Nt Dredide
R erad

TanK Serfant. Mayse

DeTeCTIVE?

aTLERL

Lilikw

< 0BSERVING +he ObVIoUS

< CURiNG erposition

S HIViDG, 3 Tih BACKSTORY

WeLL MeVveR KnowW

s

TOXIC LIKE,
RELATIONSHIP?

L__; f

Al

/
]

S0, 15 ALL THIS
*MONK HEALING
CHI* STUFF REALLY
GOING TC HELP ME,
LIEUTENANT?

-

A

L% X

|

B |

~ 2\
> : ~1
e ‘ 1

- I
GEITBEE;GED I CAN I DRIVE?
MILEAGE! CAN I? CAN 17
CAN 17
HAS
ITGOT A
TAY Juma GET GOOP NO!
RAPIUS? MILEAGE? WE'RE ALREADY
A HERE/
&)
= \\l A = | 1/ OKAY...
M e BUT ON THE
]\ | WAY BACK?
av: ¥ L
: 7 Yy
| " Q )
| || J 1! )
' = L
T Y =) ' 3
E= ; | V7
(o B, (L g
sl '
ol i E f 5

THIS *STUFF"
IS THE ONLY THING
THAT'S SAVING YOU,

STRAWBERRY.

4

I

VERY
SMOOTH, POOKIE,
NOT LEARING IN
THE SLIGHTEST.

= =Y "'-

YOURE LUCKY
THIS IS A POISON 1 ]

CAN HEAL. I SAW S0ME
SILVERPOINT BARBS IN

THERE, AND THOSE ARE

TOXIC WY ABOVE
MY PAY GRADE,
ANTIDOTE-ALLY

SPEAKING.

| B ':'L_?:\_‘L‘r-
AT




— .
YOU THREE
LOOK MUCH |

OH; IT
WAS NOTHING.

L =t S WE JUST WANTED
YA | [ TO THANK YOU FOR

SAVING US FROM...

— THANKS TO YOU
AND YOUR MAGIC

: ﬁ m\ SPIRIT FINGERS.

THERE'S NO
TIME FOR THAT,
LIEUTENANT.
CLEARLY, SHE

YOU WERE

SEVERELY INJURED.
PERHAPS YOU
MISHEARD ME.
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LISTEN, HURLEY...
SLOANE I5 IN
WA-4A-A-AY OVER
HER HEAD.

MAYBE IT'S

TIME TO *GET IN

WE HAVE
o EXPERIENCE
ALL WE CAN WITH THIS KIND

TELL YOU IS
WE'RE GOOD GUYS
. WHD ARE TRYING AND WE ARE

REALLY, REALLY

OF STUFF/

MAYBE
SHE NEEPS TO
"ZONE" OUT.

SINCE SHE'S HAVING \
| TROUBLE TELLING us *




YOU DON'T = iy
NEED TO DO | . i HAVE SOME KIND
OF CONNECTION

HOLD UP. WITH SLOANE.

THIS. JUST
TRUST ME.

WE CAN'T
HELP HER IF WE
PONT KNOW
MORE ABOUT
HER. 50, WHAT'S
THE PEAL?

~WAS MY EIRST ~——
ASSIGNMENT IN THE MILITIA. : = ’ BACK WHEN CAPTAIN BANE
: : ORDERED ME TO TRACK DOWN
AND CAPTURE THE RAVEN, SHE
WAS SMALL-TIME...PETTY THEFT,
THAT KIND OF THING.

SINCE IT WAS MY FIEST
CASE, I THOUGHT HE WAS
LETTING ME CUT MY TEETH
OM AN EASY ONE.

\ = Al )

20l




I CHASEDR DPOWN LEADS,
QUESTIONEDR SUSPECTEDR
ASSOCIATES...AND PURSUED
HER TIRELESSLY.

BUT SHE WAS ALWAYS (r
A STEP AHEAD OF ME.

AFTER ALL
THAT, I PROBABLY
KNOW HER BETTER

THAN ANYBODY
ELSE.

weHE WAS
SURPRISINGLY ELUSIVE.

I LEARNED EVERYTHING
ABOUT HER THAT I COULP.

HER METHODS. HER MOTIVES.
THE WAY SHE TAKES HER TEA.

AND I £V OW
THAT I CAN REACH
HER ANDP SNAP HER

OUT OF THIS.




WE CANT
TALE ABDUT

v

BUT IFYou \||
TRULY WANT TO I
HELP HER—

OUR GOAL
15 ALWAYS

GENUINELY,
THANK YOU.,

I HAVENT MET
TOO MANY PECPLE
WHCO'D GO OUT OF
THEIR WAY TO DO
SOMETHING LIKE
THAT FOR ME.
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IF YOU 6UYS .
E SERIOUS ABOUT =
HELPING SLOANE

1 SOMETHING YOU'RE

GOING TO WANT




A

'y THEY USED TC GROW

WILD ALL OVER GOLDCLIFF.

THE CITY WAS WAY GREENER
BACK WHEN I WAS A KID.

v TO BE HOMEST,
SEEING THE TRUST
OVERTAKEM BY VINES
WAS FRIGHTENING..BUT
I THOUGHT IT wWAS KIND

I'LL TAKE
TAAKC'S ROBOT
M PARTS/

=

NOTHING LIKE
THAT. I USED TO
HAMDLE SOME OF THE
MAIMTENAB!'E E FOR

UPGRAPE US WITH RCBOT
PARTS OR SOMETHING?

SO.WHAT'S :l

THAT GOT TO PO
WITH HOW WE'RE
GONNA STOP
SLOANER




~DURING MY INVESTIGATION,
I £/AALL Y FOUND SLOANE.

RACE half-auF
CL3gs Rater

MR GR\ CIEMCLESY
= BaATILAWELEN RACITE,
: -‘M:thic.%o DRSan
I =) JUST MISDEMRBNORS

WAIT,
THE WHAT?

V' ot

BATTLEWAGON

RACING TRACK?
THAT SURROUNDPS

THE CITY? IT'S
KING OF HARD TG

IT'S THE UNCFFICIAL,
PSEUDO-ILLEGAL FAVORITE
SPCRT COF THE CITY
OF GOLPCLIFF.

THERE ARE
WAGONS. THEY
RACE WHILE
BATTLING.

ASKED AND
ANSWERED!




I HAD HER CORNERED.
MY DUTIES AS AN CFFICER
COMPELLED ME TO > |

APPREHEND HER.

BUT...BY THEN, T WAS—
AS THEY SAY—IN TOO DEEPR.

=
)
L =

AT
o I COULDN'T EXPLAIN IT, BUT [

{ \ THE LIFE SHE LED EXCITED ME

: MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE
N lﬁ T'D EVER ENCOUNTERED.
\__- -

)
p
P

L

I (=

S0, INSTEAP OF ARRESTING HER..

I ASKED HER TO TEACH |
ME HOW TO RACE.
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I THOUGHT I'D LEARNED e -
EVERYTHING ABOUT *THE RAVEN"
PURING MY INVESTIGATION. SHE DIDN'T TAKE ANY JOY

N

'r IN THE THINGS SHE DID TO

BUT I DIPN'T REALLY FUND HER RACING CAREER.

LNPERSTANS HER UNTIL
I HEARD HER TALK ABOUT
BATTLEWAGCONS.

FOR HER, IT WAS ALL ABOUT
THE THRILL OF THE RACE. SHE
JUST.LIVED FOR IT.

SHE TOOK ME "
‘ UNDER HER WING—
&

WALKED INTO
THAT OME.

wIT WASN'T LONG
BEFORE WE WERE
RACING TOGETHER.

Tate ALy
1385 RAUR

LAl LA

SRATTLENRON RACIG
S MAsK WA




V I'M GUESSING
WE CAN ATTRIBUTE
THE PAST TEMSE
TO HER SUPDENLY
FINPING UNIMAGINABLE
MAGICAL POWERS?

' ACTUALLY
YOUVE GOT IT

THE
UNIMAGINABLE
MAGICAL POWERS

FOUND HER.

BUT IT'S LIKE
THE PART CF HER
THAT WANTS TO BE
THE BEST CANT LET
GO OF THIS POWER
THAT MAKES HER
UNTOUCHABLE.

IF WE COULP

PROVE HER POWER ISN'T

ABSCOLUTE, IF WE COULDR
BEAT HER...

SHE'S STILL
SLOANE IN THERE
SCOMEWHERE. I'M
CERTAIN OF IT.

/ ..MAYBE WE COULD
SNAP HER OUT OF
| THIS TRANCE SHE'S

- THAT'S
MAYBE YOU BECAUSE YOU
PIPNT PICK UP ON
THIS, BUT SHE KICKED
T:E ci:.ﬁp ouT AﬁF ;Jss
BACK AT THE FANTASY N— MY PLAN..
SAVINGS AND LOAN/ WELL, IT INVOLVES A
\ SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT
APPROACH.
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WHAT
EXACTLY DO
YOou PO WITH

THIS BAD

BoY?

BATTLEWAGON

RACING IS THE FAVORITE ¥} AUTHORITIES

BETTING SPORT OF THE 0 TURN A BLING EYE

RICH AND THE FAMOUS . TOWARD IT BECALSE
HERE IN GOLDCLIFF. GOLDCLIFF'S MOST

POWERFLUL, INFLUENTIAL
PEOPLE CAN'T DO !
WITHOUT IT.
IT'S A SIX-MILE

COURSE THAT STARTS
WAY OUT IN THE WASTELAND

OUTSIPE THE CITY AND |
ENDS RIGHT UP BY THE CLIFF ‘
TO THE WEST OF GOLDCLIFF. THA-A-A-A-AT'S
LIKE...RIGHT BY IT/ LOST A LOT CAPITALISM!!

OF GOOD WAGONS TC THAT
THERE CLIFF.

THEY'RE EGUAL
PARTS AUTO RACE AND
BATTLE ROYALE! AND
ALSC, TECHNICALLY
SPEAKING: SUPER,
SUPER ILLEGALS

WORKING ON THIS
WAGON FOR WEEKS,
STRIPPING THE BEST
PARTS OFF WAGONS

I'VE WON IN SOME

PINK-5LIP RACES.

I THINK IT
CAN BEAT SLOANE,
BUT I NEED HELP
GETTING MY HANDS
ON A PART.




THEY'RE A
BRUTAL BUNCH,
THEY'D ALMOST
CERTAINLY USE IT TO

CREATE SOMETHING
TOO PANGEROUS, TOO
LETHAL TC BE GN

V THERE ARE

NO RULES LIMITING

THE PROPULSION SYSTEMS
IN BATTLEWAGONS, AND MINE
REGUIRES WHAT'S CALLED
AN ARCANE CORE.

AS IT JUST
S0 HAPPENS,
A BATTLEWAGON
TEAM CALLED THE
HAMMERHEADRS JUST
RECEIVED A SHIPMENT
CONTAINING AN
ARCANE CORE.

IT POWERS THE
WAGON'S ENGINES
4 AND OTHER.SPECIAL

» FEATURES.

BT \F THAT
CORE..SAY..

WENT
MISSING...

NOw, IT'DR BE
UNETHICAL FOR A
MILITILA OFFICER TO...
PO ANYTHING...

wow! THAT'D
BE A CRAZY
COINCIDENCE!

ESHE
WANTS US TO
STEAL 1T




THE COP
WANTS US TO
STEAL?!

YES! LESS
EXPOSITION! MORE
EVISCERATION/

WHAT IS THE
WORLD COMING

LISTEN,
WE NEED THAT
PART.

BUT I
WONT ABIDE
ANy KTLLIVG ON
THIS MISSION.

NONLETHAL
PARAMETERS ONLY!
PROMISE ME?P




Chapter 4






{  SOMETHING
ELSE WE'RE

AOT KILLING
FECPFLE.




TO BE FAIR,
WE DID ASK THE AND VERY
GUY TO UNLOCK - DEMEANING.

THE SECURITY

- 45 &7  HowwaAsI
GATE AND LET 4 : SUPPOSED TO KNOW

AND HE WAS - HE WAS ALLERGIC TO...
VERY AGGRESSIVE =y s AX CHOPPING?
IN HIS REFUSAL. &l

WE'RE NOT
GONNA HAVE TIME TO
SEARCH ALL THIS.

SPELL CALLED

CLAIR-VISION. I CAN MANIEEST

A THIRD EYE AND
SEE INSIPE CLOSED
BUILPINGS.

THAT SCUNPS
MADE-UP.

AN
HOMEST

MISTAKE! |




BUILPING ONE IS
JUST A BUNCH OF
BATTLEWAGOMNS.

AND SOME VERY
INAPPROPRIATE
CALENDARS.

.
o
IX=T

g4

HERE WE HAMMERHEADRS

. SITTING ARCUND
o 3'. PL.&YINE CARD5!H

GO/ BUILDING }
NUMBER TWGC! S

SELLERLTNE

POWLRFUL
ZTTRMPT YO PUT
TERKLT TO sLeeP

H gl
¥
el j




84

I'LL BE
HONEST, I ONLY
HALF EXPECTED
THAT TO ACTUALLY

PROMISE...

i UNLESS THE
[ ARCANE CORE LOOKS
| LIKE A FANTASY

| SNICKERS WRAPPER,
THIS IS A BUST.

SO, WEVE |
ALREADY
BROKEMN OUR

«wSHOULD
WE GC AHEAD
AND KEILL 'EM?

WANT TO LUG
THEM ALL THE
WAY BACK TO
THE TOSSIN'
CLIFF.




G0, GREASEDR
LIGHTNIN' YOU'RE
BUENIN' UP THE
GUARTER MILES

GREASED LIGHTNIN,
GO GREASED LIGHTNIN'

GC‘.-
GREASED LIGHTMINY
YOUWRE SOMETHING GO,
SOMETHING SOMETHING GREASED
STYLE!! LIGHTMIN'—

SOMETHING-
SOMETHING
PASHBOARD,
SOMETHING-
SOMETHING
SHOCKS—

GREASED
LIGHTMIN',
GO GREASED
LIGHTNINY
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JUST SHOWING
THEM AROUND THE
PLACE. G0 ABOUT

YOUR BUSINESS.

| ARE SOME NEW ¥

RECRUITS.

oY

Race nUman
£L355 Thildy
TREEFICIENC 50
= THUGGHLRY
= MUGGRRY
= SKULLDUGRERY

NEW ELFINGTON...
CHAPTER.

CAREFUL WITH
THE HEADR! GOT SOME
SENSITIVE HARDWARE

UP THERE THAT THE
BOSS WANTS TO
LOOK AT.

WE'RE BRAND-NEW.

I ASKED ARCUND: "WHO'S

THE BEST? WE WANNA
LEARN FROM THEM.™

EVERYBODY
SAID: *THEY'RE
PoING GOOP STUFF
IN GOLPCLIFF!™

YEAH,

WHATEVER. ah [l




I'M SURE w

THE GUYS wiLL
LET YOU...HAVE A
TURN..LATER.

2 WHAT
| THE HELL/

[ YOU ENOW IF YOU PO ' YOU SHOULD LISTEN W

I SEE THAT THAT IN A COUNTERCLOCKWISE- TO HIM—HE’'S GOT SOME
YOU'VE GOT YOUR CLOCKWISE MOTICON, SO THAT

SUSPENSION CONNECTED EACH ONE IS5 INTERACTING WITH

COUNTERCLOCKWISE!

FANTASTIC VEHICLE
PROFICIENCIESS

THE OTHER INDEPENDENTLY,
YOU'RE GOMNNA GET MUCH
BETTER HAMDLING.

WHICH ARE
PAYING OFF,
LITERALLY FOR
THE FIRST TIME
EVER, IN THIS
EXACT
MOMENT/

SEE? WHAT'D
I TELL Y47 HE'S A
REAL GENIUS/

I PONT UNDERSTAND
HOW SOMETHING CAN BE

COUNTERCLOCKWISE OH, YOU NEED TO
ANL CLOCKWISE IN THE PUT A SECOND SET
SAME ORIENTATION. OF GEARS SO EACH ONE IS YOU OUGHTTA
MCVING INDEPENDENTLY SHOW HIM THE

INSTEAD OF OMNE PRIVING ARCANE CORE AND
FORCE WORKING ON BOTH SEE WHAT HE CAN
OF THEM AT THE PO WITH THAT/

SAME TIME.

DOUBLE GEARS!
WHY DIDNT WE
THINK OF THAT?

>
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TGUESS o7 -
YOU GOULD SAY WE HAVE

HE'S A BIT CF A "VACANCY" WE FOUND :
A RELUCTANT THANKS TO THE THIS GUY STUMBLING
SO, WHAT'S RECRUIT. RAVEN TAKING ARCUND IN THE PESERT
WITH THE GUY OUT ONE OF OUR AND THOUGHT HE COULD
IN THE GUYS IN THE BE REAL USEFLL SETTLING

HELMET? LAST RACE.

THE SCORE WITH THE
RAVEN IN THE




HUGBEAR! RIGHT IN
FRONT OF US/

ff

IT'S
HUGB

7N 7 2 .
4 ,J e — .
4 le™ | THEY'VE
o o i L BEEN HITTING OUR

UR
ARSI

YEAH, THAT'S
NOT GONNA WORK




v “uy
HOwW
NOT W% DOES BATMAN
KILLING 15 Y
REALLY |58
HARD!

I'M STARTING
TO THINK YOU GUYS
ARENT FROM THE NEW
ELFINGTON CHAPTER




(7§ 8 CROWBAR

i7's 3L50 8 CROWBER.
T DON'T KNOW WhaT  [f} e =
you WanT wiTh THESE,

BUT SURE, 40 FOR 1T,

- F

|
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WHERE THE %

HELL YOU THINK

'\  YOU'RE GOING,
N, LEONARD?

RaCE BIRBEER

*PLAPERTIONE
FORMER CRIME BOSS
FPLAFI AT LIS
+DiSMEMBERING
=5TEd STREPiN

| | =»NOT intO BOND

I'M SORRY.
I FUCKED THE

A TIMING UP. &8 ! _




SHOULD
WE, LIKE, KILL

7;'LEA5E

LET ME GO!
YOU GUYS CAN
HAVE WHATEVER
YOU WANT/

LET ME
TALK TO THIS
FOOL FOR A

WHERE'S
THE KEY? #'

MAARVY'S
GOT IT! SHE

KEEPS IT ON HER

AT ALL TIMES/!

WHERE'S
THE ARCANE
CORE?
IT'S IN A CHEST/!
BEHIND MAARVY'S
DESK! ON TCP CF
A TOOLBOX!

OH, GREAT.

I'M PRETTY SURE
SHE THREW UP ALL
OVER THE PLACE
WHEN I SHOCKEPR
HER.

WHAT A
COOL DAY T'M
HAVIMNG.
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P v enasu ' PO YOU

YOU REMEMBER HAVE.. AAY
Us! YOU'RE OUR IDEA.WHAT A

=7 STAY BACK,
| ORISHWEAR

TO HELP.WHICH
WE CAN'T PO IF
YOU KILL THAT

‘ MAMN.




s IF I £VER SEE
YOU GUYS AGAIN,
I SWEAR— g

IT'S GONNA =]}
BE SL2ER 8427 2

¥ YEAH, WELL, YOU'LL
HAVE TO DO WORSE

PR, THAN ‘BARF KEYS'! A [ Y1) s

1 & B I TOLD YA WE -
LW  SHOULDA KILLED |8
LEONARD, -
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P o

YOU'RE SURE
YoU PIPN'T KILL
ANYBODY?

OH; THIS IS
EXCELLENTY

IMMENSELY POWERFUL,
MASICALLY CHar
FOWER SOURC

LISTEN, THINGS %
GOT ROUGH IN
THERE, AND MAYBE
SOME PECPLE
GOT HURT...

FEEL BETTER, THIS
WAS DEFINITELY

THE LEAST FATAL
CONFLICT WEVE

. HAD. y

BUT WE'RE
PRETTY SURE
THEY MAY HAVE
ESCAPED WITH

THEIR LIVES.

=7 WE WIPEDP
] OUT AWHCLE

WELL, THAT'S...
SOMETHING.

5‘9: anp HEWS:

IT SOUNDS LIKE THOSE
HAMMERHEADS ARE
ALSC GOING TC TRY
AND BEAT SLOANE IN
THE MEXT RACE/!

LESS GOOD NEWS:
I THINK THEY'RE GOING
TO POIT IN A PRETTY
MURDPER-Y FASHION.
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THEY'RE LOOKING
FOR REVENGE FOR..AN
INCIDENT THAT OCCURRED
IN CUR LAST RACE

I'M NOT SURE
YOU CAN CLASSIFY
*EXPLOPING SOMEONE
WITH ACTUAL LIGHTNING*
AS AN "INCIDENT.”

AS A FORMER
RECIPIENT COF SAID
LIGHTNING—HURLEY, ARE

GONNA NEED MORE )
THAN THAT. .

SERIOUSLY.
I APPRECIATE
THAT YOU TwWO
WERE A TEAM, BUT
HOW WELL DO YOU
Al REALLY KNOW
'\ THIS PERSON?

i

THAN ANYOME.




U

CUR PARTNERSHIP..IT
STARTED CUT ABOUT RACING.

: BUT IT TURNED INTO
SOMETHING MORE.

WE'D SPEND TIME
TCGETHER—TALKING 5TRATEGY,
SCOPING OUT THE CTHER TEAMS,
PREPPING FOR THE NEXT RACE..

= 4 SI"EI\-ID ALl OUR TIME TOGETHER.

F_f_u-.
I




== | ' WE STARTED DATING
ﬁ > A COUPLE MONTHS IN.

THINGS WERE COMPLICATED, LA
OF COURSE. IT TOOK WORK TO P (-
BRING OUR WORLDS TOGETHER. pP‘

1 DCLLEE T2 HARDWARE &
i 'I *HQTFDE ::RlMEﬁT a:“

-:——

4
‘ mmﬁn% BETTER r" i\ 9
Y 4 2

o

4
l""'i‘ih

SHE MAKES
ME WANT TO BE

WoLLOvE BRAVER.

AND DETERMINED
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BUT THINGS CHANGED...
JHE CHANGED ABOUT

SUDDENLY, SHE HAD
THESE SUPERHUMAN, ALMOST
GODLIKE POWERS,

SHE INSISTED SHE
| WAS FINE, BUT I COULD TELL
- . SOMETHING WAS WRONG...

SHE GOT RECKLESS. NOT
JUST WITH HER OWN LIFE, BUT
WITH OTHER PECPLE'S.

STARTED PULLING
AWAY,
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AN |

: THE LAST LAP E

THINGS BOILED OVER T OGET . .

WHEN SHE STARTED TO ¥ WERAN TERE TSt
LUSE HER POWERS IN /

BATTLEWAGON RACES.

i b (M sheosT | AL A B TR
|, | L b COMNTROL. it o | .".'-I-

BUT THIS WAS...
DIFFERENT.

4 HorriBLE. P =g




THE SLOANE I KNEW WOULD

' NEVER BE SO HURTFUL. T

KNEW I NEEDED TO FIND OUT
WHAT WAS CONTROLLING HER...

| girsS: AND STOP IT,

A LITTLE WHILE BACK,

TRACK AS

RUMORS STARTED CIRCULATING
THAT SHE WOULD RETURN TO THE

A SOLO PRIVER.

o e

TO

5#1 I pmgﬂ'
COMPETE IN THE
RACE; TOO.

THANKS TO MY
INTREPID NEW BATTLEWAGCON
RACING TEAM/ "




V I ASSUMED YoU
WOULD BE DRIVING

AND WE WOULD BE UP
IN THE BLEACHERS EATING
PRETZELS AND CHEERING:
"YAY! 60, HURLEY/"

HOLP UP
A MINUTE.

BATTLEWAGON X%
RACING IS ALOT
EASIER WITH

HURLEY,
IT'S OUR JOB
Lok TO EIND IT AND

SLOANE'S UNDER
THE THRALL OF A

WE'LL HELP YOu
suPEf:: mﬁé“%s WITH THE RACE, BUT IE

THAT DOESN'T WORK, BE
PREPARED FOR THE FACT :
THAT WE MIGHT HAVE TO ol
I\ GET ALITTLE LESS FAST.. Ll |

PESTROY IT.

NOW, TO
THE MATTER
AT HAND.

wAND A LITTLE
MORE FURIOUS.

YOuU JUST CHOMPEDR
MY LINE LIKE THAT
YOU DEMHON.
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DCCASION WE GET
SOME HOP-ONS...

ANYTHING GOES
ON THE RACETRACK;

SOME OF THE CPPOSING
RACERS MAY TRY

«YOU'LL NEED TO
SWIFTLY HOFP THEM
COFF BEFORE THEY CAN

AND IF THE
OPPORTUNITY STRIKES AND
YOU FEEL LIKE HOPPING ONTO
AN OPPONENT'S WAGON—

THAT'S THE LEAST
NECESSARY SENTENCE
ANYOME HAS EVER

SAID TC MAGNUS.

CBVIOUSLY, YOU
WIN A BATTLEWAGON

BUT IT CAN ALSO BE WON
THROUGH ATTRITION...

WITH YOUR ~N
RANGED MAGIC,
TAAKO, I CAN'T THINK
D O ONE.  OF ABETTER PERSON
THE OTHER WAGONS TO HANDLE THAT

IN AS NONLETHAL A THAN YOu.
WAY AS POSSIBLE.

BY BEING
THE ONLY SURVIVING
WAGON BY THE END

OF THE RACE.

IT'S WHY
YOUR BUPDIES THE
HAMMERHEADPS ARE
% REIGNING CHAMPS/

WHY WoULD I
BURN MY SPELL SLOTS
WHEN I'VE GOT VLAD
THE IMPALER THERE
AT MY PISPOSAL?P

I'D ADVISE
SAVING THAT ONE FOR
EMERGENCIES OMLY.



CCOOL, COOL...

MERLE, 1

UH, YOU ENOW
NEED YOUu TC: I HAVE; LIKE, ZERC
BE CQUR TEAM'S MECHANICAL

BODYMAN, SKILLS, RIGHT?

IF CUR WAGON
GETS TOTALED..WE'RE
COUT. 50 I'M RELYING
ON YOU TO MAKE

AND THAT'S WHY
I HAVE SOMETHING
THAT'S GOING TO
HELP YOU—

P
~ o\ A ;}D

A WEIRD
RECTANGULAR

YOU SEE THOSE
FCOUR GEMS? EACH
ONE 15 IMBUED WITH A
CHARGE OF POWERFUL
MENDING MAGIC.

IS IT FOR
KEEPSIES?

THIS IS
THE ADAMANT
SPANNER.

EVERYTHING
IS FOR KEEPSIES
IF YOUWRE SNEAKY
ABOUT IT.

AL5S0, IF THINGS
GET A LITTLE BIT
REAL, YOU COULD
CLOBBER SOMEBODY
WITH IT, BECAUSE IT'5S
PRETTY GOOD AT
THAT, TOO.

WaRWRENLH WiTh,
REPEIR SPELLS
FRTATSE

+LMALC Mats -
FOUR REPILR Cnarges [
AR 353500
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; LIKE I SAID,

I HAVE CNE BATTLEWAGON RACING
LAST THING FOR

EACH OF YOU...

ISMNT TECHNICALLY...

BUT THERE WILL

BE THOUSANDS OF
SPECTATORS WATCHING
THE RACE THROUGH THE
PYLONS THAT LINE
THE TRACK.

THAT'S WHY
WE WEAR SPECIAL
MASKS TC RETAIN
ANONYMITY,

MAGNUS...FOR
YOUR STRENGTH AND
FEROQCITY.. MEELE, THE
: i OWL...THE
SYMBOL OF
WISDOM.

THE BEAR/

YOU LEFT OUT
*COURAGE"!

LUCKY FOR
You, I'VE GOT
A KNACK FOR

S5YMBOLIC
COSTUMERY.

PLUS, THEY
CAN BARF UP
WHOLE MOUSE

SKELETONS/!
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WHY A
MONGCOSE?

THE MONGOOSE
HAS SPECIALIZED
ACETYLCHOLINE
RECEPTORS THAT
MAKE IT IMPERVIOUS

TO SNAKE YENOM.

THAT'S HOW
I SEE THINGS. I
MAY NCOT BE THE
MOST THREATENING

SILHOUETTE, BUT
I CAN STANP UP
FOR MYSELF.

THEY ARE
SURPRISINGLY
CANGERCOUS,

IT POESNT
ALWAYS HAVE TO BE
*GO0F-GCOF-DILDO

MACHINES” OVER
HERE, OKAY?

SOMETIMES
YOU JUST HAVE
TO BE HOMEST

ABOUT YOUR
FEELINGS.

I'M TRAVELING
AROUND WITH THE
BONER SGUAD, AND I
NEVER GET TO SAY
WHAT I'M FEELING/




I HAVE ITS NOT ALL !
EMOTIONS! *ABRACA-FUCK-YOU"
AND WHAT HAVE

DIMENSIONALY

- ‘I T - ’
I'M MULTI- NS 7

: FULLY REALIZED

CREATION!

" I THINK
| TS BAD-ASS.




HERE'S

EQUIPMENT ALL RACERS ARE DONT GET ME
FOR ALL REGUIRED TO WEAR WRONG, IT'S STILL
THEM. EVEN ILLEGAL REALLY, REALLY,
DEATH RACES HAVE SUPER-DUPER
TO WORRY ABOUT DANGEROUS...
SAFETY INSURANCE.
HARNESSES. PEOPLE ARE

GOING TO BE SHOOTING
CROSSBOWS AND
THROWING SPEARS
AT YOuU-—

FOR MAGNUS?
NO-NC-NO...

IF YOU FALL OFF
THE WAGON, THESE
WILL AUTOMATICALLY
PEPLCY A BUBBLE
ARCUND YOU THAT WILL
SLOW THE IMPACT WITH
THE GROUND AND KEEP
YOU FROM GETTING
COMPLETELY
MURDERED OUT
THERE.

AND THESE
WILL PROTECT US
FROM THAT, TOO?

IF I SAY NO,
ARE YOU GUYS
STILL GONNA DC

F THEY LOCK LIKE
MY OLD SHOW CHOIR
VEST. PO WE HAVE TIME
TO PUT SOME SEGUINS
OM THEM BEFORE

IT'S YOUR CHOICE:
I COULD SPEND THE
NIGHT TEACHING YOU GUYS
ABOUT BATTLEWAGON
RACING...

R YOU CoULP
SPEND THAT TIME
PUTTING SEGUINS
ON YOUR SAFETY
HARMNESSES.

Jab



WE'RE GONNA
MAKE LIBERACE LOOK
LIKE A LIFE INSURANCE

SALESMAN/




I PONT KNOW

iIF YOU CAN HEAR
THIS ANYMORE.

THE OFF CHANCE
YOU'RE LISTENING...

«ON THE
OFF CHANCE
YOU'RE STILL...

I WANTED
TC GIVE YOU FAIR
WARNING.

YOU'RE
GOING TC LOSE
TOMORROW.

= AND THEN
YOU'RE GONNA
COME HOME.




Chapter 6






S0, EXPLAIN TO
ME WHY WE HAD
TO RIDE INSIDE THIS
THING, SWEATING
OUR BALLS OFF?

IT KEEPS THINGS FAIR.
¥OU CANT REALLY SCOUT
CUT THE OTHER VEHICLES PONT WORR™Y,
AHEAD CF TIME. THEY'LL BE STOPPING
SOON AND OFF-LCARING
THE CRATE.

BTwW, MEELE,
THAT BIG RED

WHY NOT?
WHAT DOES




THAT HORN
IS THE READY

S WHEN THE
SECOND OME SOUNDS...
; WE Gof

REMEMBER,
WE HAVE FIFTEEN | W

OMLY ONE WE
REALLY HAVE

EACH TEAM

IS A WELL-TRAINED
GROUP OF RACERS AND
MERCILESS KILLERS!

EVEN THOUGH,
GIVEN THE CHANCE,
SHE'LL PROBABLY
TRY TO KILL &5...

HOW TO SUCK THE FUN
OUT OF A CRATE, YOU
KMOW THAT?
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/ THE START
N HORN WILL SOUND
ANY SECOND...
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/ ' HOLY SMOKES!
F 0 110" MERE SECONDPS INTO i
{ ' : THE THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL 'f
B~ e GOLDCLIFF CLASSIC, AND IS
ALREADY THE KLAXONS

ARE SOUNDING!!

FIVE KLAXONS
MEANS WE'RE DOWN
FROM SIXTEEN




RUNNING ONE
AND TWC!

Thobe wings ane |
SERIOUSLY BaD-3%5!

H HERE COMES

THE GERBIL WHEEL,
UTILIZING THAT SUPERIOR | |
SPEED TO MAKE A MOVE .

[\\fm THE RAMWAGON!! /

| LOOK AT
THOSE LITTLE
/il GuyYs!

e
4 A e
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2
w
2
L

:
m

I'M FINE!
I PUCKED!




WHOA, NELLY,
. TAAKC'S ON THAT
AN HELLRAISER SHIT/!

WhaT Xino oF ThREATS |
A BRACHED DOLPHIN? o

123



MORE L]
TEAMS GO DOWN! AND
WHAT'S THIS?!

IT LOOKS LIKE
MERLE HIGHCHURCH
IS MAKING A MOVES

15 HE GOING
TO USE THE APAMANT
SPANNER?

50, PO YoUu
HAVE ANYTHING YOU
WANT TO SAY TO THE MNICE
PWARF WHO FIXEDR




UNDERSTAND A WORD \,
SHE'S SAYING!/ i

THE FANTASY WRENCH
BACK, I SUPPOSE!!

i TIME TO
SAVE SOME

DWARF ASS...
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x ] LAl

T RS88 N6
Tlookinto THis CRYSTAL | i
BdkLanp SeE P3N, el

A\ TRANSLATION FROM DROWN-iSH: |/ [
©\ *DON'T LET THIS THING KILL ME"

I HAVE TO _
DO EVERYTHING |\
AROUND HERE! | "

BLOCOOBLE!!
BLUGH-BLOOG-

KEDUCES TanaET 0 B IS
1[3TH S1ZE
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NO,
LI'L cCTO!

130



I'M GOING TO
HAVE TO DROP
BACK AND TRY
TO RAM THEM/

I COULD TRY
AND HOIST YOU
SERIQUSLY THINK UP AND JUMP
YOU CAN MAKE IT, WITH YOU.., BE SILLY/
Do YOU? N A Bl
rrLL EE!J‘
FINE/

SURE! I'M ; N
SURPRISINGLY YOU GO ON/
AERODYNAMIC! A S LEAP! THIS WILL

IT'S A 19/ WAY
TC GO/




9

_?‘:_1.'\-1:.:‘ -__I_-'| G i N == e ._._ =
& { A  rorrerer Pl SEEREPR
P 7 M To HoIST MM ‘
\ B >
oW = . )
/ .r. & o ] "

IVEBEEN '
. WAITING FOR | [
; JUST THE RIGHT = |
CPPORTUNITY |
5

| ’
= g TO CAST 7
2 b OMETHING! = | |
| b1 el ‘_ I,r'r 1
E A L

W .- :"‘\x - —:.._‘\ .. '

- D, I ; :l_;__"!"_‘l _r'?‘)]

TECHNICALLY

IT'S A SPELL CALLED ‘\ N ,
*SPIRIT STEED ... N :

1 = 4




WELCOME
ABOARD, LITTLE
MAN,



HANG
ON TO YOUR
HALBERPS//!

I'M SURE
THEY'LL BE
OKAY!

YEAH! THEY'VE
GOT THOSE BUBBLE
SAFETY HARNESSES/

THAT'LL PROTECT
THEM FROM~




WE'RE GOING
TO PRISON, ARENT

PEBRIEF: IT REALLY
FEELS LIKE EVERYOMNE
WANTS TO KILL £45;

e I THINK IT'S FAIR

TO SAY THAT SLOANE
AND I MADE OUR FAIR
SHARE OF RIVALS OUT
HERE PURING OUR
ILLUSTRICOUS

NEED TO HIDE THE
) BODY, WE HAVE
A COOL SPOT/!

THE RAMWAGCON

SHINES ON THE
STRAIGHTAWAY!
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Y TEAM RAM IS ABOUT TO GET N\
SOME UNWANTED COMPETITION
FROM THE VELOCIRAPTORS!

WHOOPS, Thew DID iT 33ain!
“'1 (68T 177 3k ThOSE SPLARS?)




& : W
1% 1

7 HOW MUCH WOULD N\ \___ '

TS5 A BOBSLED,
RIGHT? S0 IT HAS
TO BE..LIGHT.FOR

SPEED.

SO.LUNDER
500 POUNDS?

[

\ WITH THAT. LET'S SAY
: 499 POUNDS.
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I - 8 o . I.: - é
Y -4
Yahter V. g
I ALL
.,,ﬁ-m-qmn SHOULD HAVE SEEN
R SreeT y

s THAT ONE COMING! N{ﬁ" 2
’ ;

S LifFTS UP TO500
POUNDS I r;;.;'- i f

FIX IT, MERLE! WE'RE |
LOSING SPEED/!

DAMMIT?/ \ i
THAT DAMAGED THE | A\ 5
\ HYDRAULICS!  J :

-
OKAY, COOL, 50, '
FIRST OFF. I'M NOT
A "THING."




THIS O
PARTICULAR Y\ |
KITE IS OPEN TO |

- ' @ " Vi
SUGGESTIONS, i 5_ } ,3* ’

THOUGH, =

ALSO, NOBODY :
~/ CONTROLS® GARYL! X
[ 1M AN ETHEREAL KITE
: FLOATING IN THE
'\ UNCEASING BREEZE
),; OF FATE'S WHIM! 4

N ii’j
YOouU KINDLY VEER OVER e
THERE NEXT TO THE
RAMWAGON SO T CAN USE

MY ENCHANTED SPANNER
TO GO ALL "PEP BOYS"

RatE SPIRAT STeep
\ CLass li.m:um

Areptic funijys

 WALLTInD ante
=HLACONK conv amgm :
h ‘ -mmumw-a.m;m:. :

> /4

¥

LOOKS LIKE
THREE TEAMS ARE
MAKING THEIR BIG
MOVES ON THE
RAMWAGON//
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HERE COME
THE BOAR TEAM,

e 2 | THE SHARK TEAM, AND

& @636 ) THE CRICKET TEAMW/

In Tris Ca5e. 11's
THE PORK POINQ,
THE WIJ.'Ing

S0,
WHADDAYA SAY,
LITTLE MANP

I THINK
THE BIG GUNS
GOT THAT
COVERED.




YALL
ARE CRAZY.

if
&

o
£o2
@@
558

"Rk

CRedTES
| HefoRM




LET'S GO ol
AFTER THE BOAR RS
b o 1

b HELL YEAH/!
PO SOME MCRE
OF THAT MAGIC,
; MAGIC KID/f i

b’ —IREALLY
LOVE THIS




LOOKS LIKE
THOSE CREEPY
CRICKETS ARE

MOVING INTO

"N\ COMBAT RANGE!

LIKE, CATCH
OUR BREATH
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TAKEN OFF HIS
HARMNESS!!

# £ 3 ; pa—
= L i GUYS!!
| = & TAAKC'S BEING
9, CONTROLLED!
: Y ¥ =
I/ Y 4
| _ ¥ (Y ! :.;‘:-I:'
i k4

. y’fr

0,
o

B







ARE YOU
DOING OKAY?

MY TEA WITH ME
I WAS WORRIED ' THIS TIME BECAUSE

I FEARED IT WOULD
BE A LITTLE INTENSE
OUT HERE AND

NOT REALLY GREAT WHY ARENT

YOU BEATING
ME TO DEATH

I'M NOT REALLY
A LEGAL PARTICIPANT
IN THIS RACE, AND THOSE
PYLONS ARE PROGRAMMED
TO PEAL WITH

RS

ol G

3,
_.';-fg-'j,lg"::i o

"‘i‘hll

THIS PENALTY IN
OUR FAVOR!
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IF YOU'RE NOT
SUPPOSED TO BE IN
THIS RACE, WHAT ARE

YOU DOING HEREP
KEEPING AN

EYE OGN YOU/

YOURE MY VERY
GOOD FRIEND, TAAKD,
AND I DONT WANT
ANYTHING BAP TO

HEY, HUGBE AR/
HOW'S IT GOING?

pip you
ENCW YOUR PIG
IS OM FIREP

HEY!IT
WE‘?..?.;‘ 5651:555 '\ GARYL, GNASH!
A CONVOY!!

IS HE CHARMED
AGAINZP

I HAVE NO
IDEA, BUT AS
LONG AS HE'S NOT
TRYING TO KILL US,
1 SAY WE GO
WITH IT/




NS 50, GNASH,
W WHAT ARE YOU
POING IN THIS 4

CHEESE IT WITH THE
REUNICNS? WE 6OT
A RACE TO WINS




IT'S IRONY,

LEONARD. WE'RE -

PRESSED LIKE

—BUT WE'RE
REELING THEM IN.

50, 6'NASH,
LISTEN..WE'RE BUDS,
APPARENTLY?
FOR LIFE?

lEEY

- @R

W

I wouLD sAY

SOLUTELY WERE o

MAIN PUPES!

I'M GONNA NEED
YOU TO HOP OVER
ONTO THAT SHARK

TANK THERE!







THE SHARKWAGON
HAS PUT THE BITE

GET THAT SHARK OFF
HURLEY'S RIDE!!

WE'LL NEED
MERLE'S FANTASY
MONKEY WRENCH/

«AND THE RAVEN
STRETCHES HER LEAD
A5 WE GET CLOSER TO

THE FINISH LINE!S

THIS IS
BAD FOR
TEAM RAMS




NOw, I PON'T
KNOW ABOUT YOU,
BUT I'M READY TO

PIP ON OUT OF THIS

BLOOD SPORT.

I'VE NEVER
BEEN RESCUED BY A
BINICORN BEFORE!
WHAT AN HONORS

YALL TAKE
IT SLEAZY!




COULD YOU GIVE ME
A LITTLE HELP WHILE
I DO YOUR JOB, YOU
KNOW..REPELLING
BOARDPERSP

A FORCE oF CONCUSSION
(SoRRY T MispLaceD
= my TheSaurus) |

THAT POESNT

Ml EVEN MAKE ANY




v

You
CHUMPS PON'T

I PLEASE TELL ME

&7\ MAARVY,
YOUVE HAD A CHANCE

A h i (T TO SLIP INTO AN
SER! L8 UNSOILED UNIFORM!

il

Ji .
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I WAS JUST TRYING

TC BE POLITE!




OH, T'M
SURE I'LL FEEL

BETTER..

I BET YOU'RE '

\ EMBARRASSED. Jm

e WE REALLY
{ LET THE *NO MURDER"
THING GET AWAY FROM J_ 5
4 US, HUH?




AND WITH THAT, 2’/’

THE SHARK TANK I5
OUT OF COMMISSION/!
THE RAVEN IS5 STILL
IN THE LEAD, BUT
THE RAMWAGON IS
CLOSING THE GAP.

ST T
— .'_‘{I

WILL THEY
HAVE ENOUGH TIME?
THE FINISH LINE—AND

THE BIG-ASS CLIFF
JUST BEHIND IT=I5
MOMENTS AwAY/!S

INCREaSES S12e -
.\ OF TaRger TWeraLD <

A

‘_.'"

TAAKO 1S IN THIRD,
PESPERATELY LOOKING
FOR A WAY TO BOOST

(>

THE SPEED OF HIS 8
MOTORCYCLES . @
L4
"y,
CLUTCH...
SEAT-HEATER...
EMERGENCY
- L BRAKE...
- 4 il
MUST...
g THINK...
“ Sy OUTSIDE

THE BUMN...




THE WHEELS ARE
BIGGER, ERGO THEY
MOVE FASTER? .
I PONT THINK \
THAT MAKES ANY |
SENSE/

THE ENGINE'S
LARGER...SO IT'S
L MORE POWERFUL? A

WELL, JUST
A5 LONG AS
THE RAVEN
POESNT WIN,







¥ YOU READY
FOR THIS,

T IVE BEEN
A READY FOR THIS MY
. WHOLE LIFE!!
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/ WERE COMING
POWN TO THE
WIRE, AND IT'S A
PEAD HEAT/

: B & HURLEY..
L e
















w15 WHAT )
WE IN THE MAGIC
BUSIMESS CALL...

i
(4]
o
.f-ﬂ
w
_.._l._-.u
+

3
n
5

u
o
E
=
(3]
b
L]
wall
wul
=y
&

SLLOWE WIELDER ™D

RS
8E
o
mm
g =
2t

‘W[{N‘M S%?:TE'HEK@




Chapter 7






NOwW
SOMEBODY
GIVE ME SOME

THE WAY 1 IT'S NOT REALLY
SEE IT, WE WERE ALL - BASED ON THE
ON THE SAME TEAM/ s
AS SOON AS OME OF
US CROSSED..WE
ALL WONS

BATTLEWAGCN
RULE BOOK,
WHICH T HAVE
RIGHT HERE—




50, IT LOOKS
LIKE THE WHOLE
*BEAT HER AND SHE'LL
GIVE US THE SASH"
THING WAS A BUST, 4

ITWOULD (i
AFPPEAR S0. |
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THE WHCLE TIME/

IT WAS A
SWEET THOUGHT,

VERY, VERY




Y HEY, SHE
Cos W SURVIVED!




I'M GOING
TO GO SAVE MY
GIRLFRIEND!

I KNOwW T'VE

ASKED YOU BOYS
FOR TOD MUCH
ALREADY..




/ NO ADVENTURE |
fal WOULD BE COMPLETE

WITHOUT...

=" ALL RIGHT!
ALL RIGHT/
D ALL RIGHT! A

YOU'VE GOT
PERSCOMNAL LIABILITY CN
THIS THING, RIGHT?

177









I PONT KNOW!
I DIPNT THINK THIS
THROUGH!!




HURLEYS
WHAT PO WE
po?f You
KNOW HER!

KNOW HER  |f
LIKE TA/SS

STRAIGHT TO
THE SOURCE!

SLOANE!S
HOW PO WE
SAVE Youg/




G
8
R
o2
w3
o3
=
i
[
(T8

You OF
ALL PECPLE
SHOULD KNOW
BETTER

OH, MERLE...




I'M SORRY
TO SAY IT,

«BUT YOWRE
GONNA HAVE TOD BRING
HER POWN...




| 4

WE'RE GONNA
HAVE TO BLAST THE
HELL OUT OF THIS THING. DOES
YOU UNPERSTAND ANYBODY HAVE

THAT, RIGHT? ANY, LIKE..FANTASY
WEED B GON?

148 A A
WEED B GON. WEE'; gﬁéﬂmﬁf

YEAH,
THATS A LITTLE

THAT'S NOT ” -

AS MENACING AS
YOU PROBABLY

THOUGHT IT WAS

GOING TO SOUND.

ALSO, I NEER
TO POINT OUT..YOU
HAVEN'T HAD A CHANCE
TO REST. TAAKC, YOU'RE
POWN TO YOUR LAST
SPELL 5LOCT.

AND THAT
MEANS WHAT...
EXACTLY?




GREAT! WE'RE
LESS DEAD THAN
WE WERE A FEW

SECONDS AGOD/

IT MEANS WE'RE
IN *LIMITEDR OPTIONS*
TERRITORY!!

345-'-5 1.':|1 h +
DEVESTATIRT “’

WHAT ARE
YOU GONNA
WASTE »Youwe
LAST SPELL ON,

MY HP! MY
PRECIOUS HP!
YOU'VE RETURNEDR
TC ME/




SLOANE?
HEY. MAGNUS.
I'M ONE OF HURLEY'S
NEW FRIENDS.

WE'RE FOND OF
HER, AND SHE'S SUPER
FOND OF YOU, SO T'M
POLITELY ASKING YOU
TO GIVE THIS UP
BEFORE..SCMEBOPRY
GETS HURT.

WELL, WE
WOULDN'T WANT
THAT, WoULD WE?




OKAY, I DON'T
THINK I CAN HEAL HURLEY,
HIM THROUGH WE GOTTA PO
ALL THATYS SOMETHING!




T'LL TELL
YOU WHAT WE'RE
GONNA DO...

~WE'RE \ ®
GONNA NIP THIS |5 = O\ A
IN THE BUDRY A,

188




I THOUGHT ' (T R /

{ vyouwereoutorF | \ -~ N N § I DON'T KNOW

! NS e S ; ! WHAT TO TELL
mema nam £ N & AN o : TOU, MERLE.

SHIT'S BEEN
WEIRD TOPAY.




ANDP YET..

wYou
MISTUPGE ME.

s
1]
W
v
W
[ 4
O
2

I AM THE
FURY THAT MOVES
THE WINDS

BURNED AwAY.

I AM NOT
SOME CHAFF, MEANT
TO BE WINNOWED AND

I AM THE
POWER OF THE
EARTH BENEATH
YOUR FEET!!




WATCH IT,
KIDDIES! THAT'S
SILVERPOINT,
REMEMBER?

PO WE KNOW
HOW TO DO, LIKE,
FUSION ATTACKS? CAN
TAAKO SET YOUR AX
OMN FIRE...?

ITS POISON IS
CURSEDR! YOU GET
TOUCHED BY IT..

UMLESS ANYOMNE
ELSE HAS SCME FANTASY
NITROUS FOR MY UMBRELLA
TO EAT, I THINK I'M OFFICIALLY
OUT OF MY DEPTH HERE.

I'VE STILL
GOT...A FEW GOOD
CHOPS...LEFT

I'M LIKING...
WHAT I'M HEARING...




YOU HEARD
THE THING.

WE'RE NOT GOING
TO SAVE SLOANE BY
FIGHTING AGAINST IT.
THEN, WHAT
wWOoUuLD vou
SUGGEST WE—

FOR
EVERYTHING.




N ale N
PN~

YOUR SAFETY
HARNESS

&
&
W

2

I













Chapter 8






v GOTTA SAY,

THE AFTERLIFE LOOKS A
LOT LIKE POWNTOWN
GOLPCLIFF.

ACTUALLY T'M
\ PRETTY SURE WE—




STAND DOWN,
STRAWBERRY.

YOUWRE IN
TROUUUUBLLLEEEE.

I KNOW,
OFFICER.




THE WHOLE
TIME I WAS GOME,
I WAS CONVINCED THAT
NOTHING WAS MORE

POWERFUL THAN..THIS
FUCKING BELT.

I'M...5UCH
A FOOL, HURLEY.

IL.I CANT
BELIEVE HOW




202

4 YOU MAYBE &
; WANNA GET OVER P
] THERE AND ST
[ — FLINGING ART
i HEALs?: s

THERE'S
NO CURE FOR
SILVERPOINT

TOXIN.

N . A
YOU'RE SAYING

THERE'S NOTHING
WE CAN DO TO HELP?




ARE YOU
KIPDING?

: SLOANE...
YOU SHOULD GO. ) |

IF YOU MAKE A
BREAK FOR IT NOW,
THE MILITIA MIGHT
NOT BE ABLE—

1

I'm NEVER
LEAVING YOU
AGAIN.

ITHINK I

HAVE AN IDEA. B

203






b
Q.
£
=
s
o
1LLs
(¥ ]
3
*

HURLEY, ARE

IF WE PG THIS,
EVERYTHING'S GOING
TC CHANGE. WE'LL
HAVE TO—




GENTLEMEN,
I WANT TO THANK
YOU FOR EVERYTHING
YOU'VE PONE.

BUT I HAVE
OME REGUEST

ANYTHING
¥OU NEED.

ARE THERE
REALL Y OTHER
OBJECTS IN THIS WORLD
THAT ARE AS POWERFUL
AS THIS BELT?




w
g
Ewm
Flw
543
o

A=




THEN DON'T ]
LET THIS HAPPEN
AGAIN.
















{ EASY THERE,
\ LITTLE BELT.

.'I' . NG SUDPDEN
MOVEMENTS,
| OKAY?

213
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I TRUST
THEIR SACRIFICE
WASN'T FOR
NAUGHT, HAVE
WE SECURED
THE RELICP

ONLY WAY WE

' TO MY OFFICE BEEORE
MY SOLDIERS START
ASKING GUESTIONS. /







MIND FILLING
Us IN ON WHAT'S
GOT YOU SO
TICKLED, PAL?

HAHAHA—
IT5...HOO-BOY,

IT™s
FANTASTIC. AND
COMPLICATED.

BUT I'M PRETTY
SURE EVERYTHIMNG IS
GONNA BE OKAY.




1. I_I‘ ;%;‘ '._I! ‘,IJ.I'.J.I :: ”.I.: .":'
HL', I i\ ‘h - I}? -.r/‘jr{rll . ;.'II . %I_{f | _f
‘ ;’@73‘}‘5 AN f =1 )

SAVE IT FOR THE
\ BUBBLE-RIDE HOME, =

WEVE GOT
| ADEBRIEFING
N TO GET TO.
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THE PIRECTOR
SHOULD BE GUITE
PLEASED WITH YOUR
PERFCRMANCE ON
THIS MISSION.

[ IF YOU WISH,

YOU CAN LEAVE THE
RELIC IN MY CARE AND
RETURN TO THE BUREAU
ON YOUR OWN SCHEDULE.
I HAVE AN APPOINTMENT
WITH THE DIRECTOR
THIS—

PECENT CHAMNCE
WE'RE WANTED
CRIMINALS HERE,
50 WE SHOULD
PROBABLY
SCOOT ON UP
TO THE MOOMN.

E THERE'S ONE

MORE THING I
NEEPR TO KNOW

TO THINK, A
GRAND RELIC WOULD
BE RECOVERED..CN
MY WATCH, NO LESS!

BEFORE YOU
PEPART.

HOW IS5 IT YOu
WERE ABLE TO
RESIST THE SASH'S




[ A5 NEAR A5 I

[ L...5EE. FROM

CAN TELL, WE'RE ABAG WHAT I UNDERSTAND,
STUPIP ENCUGH TG OF ROCKS, THE A RELIC'S THRALL |15
BE RENDERED NEARLY THREE OF US. SUPPOSED TO BE

IMMUNE TO ITS
CHARMS.

UNCENIABLE.

JUST
SLIPER
PENSE.

WELL, MY MAN
MERLE HERE JUST
PENIED THE HELL
OUT OF IT.

WELL, WHATEVER
YOUR METHOPDS,
THE THREE CF YOU
DESERVE ALL THE
COMMENDPATION IN
THE WORLD.

A TOAST.

FOR
LIEUTENANT

THE BRAVEST
OFFICER I'VE EVER
HADP THE HONCR OF
WORKING WITH.

I' NOT REALLY
THIRSTY, CAPTAIN.

ME NEITHER.
I THINK WE'RE
GoOoD.




OH, COME ON/
DON'T YOU KNOW
IT'S BAP LUCK NOT
TO PRINK AFTER
A TCAST?

THIS IS A
THIRTY-YEAR-CLD

RARE STUFF!

BRANDYWINE! REALLY :

THIS COULD
HAVE BEEN 50 MUCH

CLEANER IF YOU'D JUST
PLAYED ALONG.










WHOLE CITY.

= L PRETTY SURE .
MDYI?E.AI;‘;‘LETD l" * YOU JUST MURDERED |
gy ry THE RANKING LAW |
. ENFORCEMENT
‘ \ OFFICIAL IN THE
’ = P
s ]

THAT'S OME
REASON RIGHT
THERE.
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IF ¥OU NEED
SOMETHING TO BE

AFRAID OF, YOU'LL
FIND NO SHORTAGE
DURING YOUR

THE RELICSP

THEY'RE A PIECE [

AND IN DOING
50, SAVED CAPTAIN
BAMNE FROM HIS CWN
TWISTED DPESIRES.

SEE, IT'S THAT
KIND OF TALK \—
THAT REALLY
GIVES OFF THE
‘EFEAR" VIBES.




THEIR
SEEKERS.

wJENKINS...

«THE
BLACK
S5PIPER...

IT CONSUMES
EVERYTHING IT
TOUCHES. IT CANT
BE STOPPED CR
PIVERTED.

TWAT 15
WORTH FEARING,
BECAUSE THAT..

~CAPTAIN

THE MURDPERCUS
LENGTHS THEY WENT
TO FOR A TASTE OF
THE RELICS' POWER.

THAT |5 WHAT
YOU SHOULD FEAR.

THE INEXTRICABLE
NATURE CF MAN.
THE WANT. THE...

«WILL BE
THE END OF
EVERYTHING.




S0, ARE YOU
GOMMA TELL US
YOUR NAME, ALSO, MIND
EXPLAINING WHY
WE SHOULD TRUST
ANYTHING THE
OMINOUS FLOATING
CRIMSON VISION
OF PEATH HAS

FROM WHAT
I UNDERSTAND,
YOUR 7RLST IS
EASILY EARMNED.

THE HELL'S
THAT SUPPOSED
TO MEAN?

COLLECTED
THREE.

YOUVE PUT
EVENTS IN MOTION
THAT ARE LITERALLY
IMPCSSIBLE FOR
¥OU TO FATHOM.

YOU'RE TOOD
FAR ALONG TO
STOP NOW.

ANP YET.
YOU MUST
WONDPER.

HAVE
YOU CHOSEN
THE CORRECT
SIDE?P




I'M GONMA
TRY ONE MORE







Chapter 9






AMND THIS

BEING MENTICOMED
: ME BY NAME?

WHAT PID
THEIR VOICE
SOUND LIKE?

LIH...
SPOOKY?
SPECTRAL?

WELL, NQ.
IT WAS MORE
OF A vISUAL
REFEREMNCE.

BESIDES,
WE PONT
ANOW YOUR




MINDR
TELLING US 1
WHAT THAT

' MAYBE THEY
HAD SOMETHING
Ta DO W‘ITHlll W

[ ..THE sPooky \
EYEBALLS N )

RED ROBES?

-' CREATED THE
4 GRAND RELICSP

RING A BELL?

HOW MANY
TIMES PO I-
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THE RED ROBES
ARE AN ORDPER OF EXILED
SORCERERS WHO FORGED
THE GRAND RELICS AND
UNLEASHED THEIR CHADS
UPCON CUR REALM.

I HAP HOPEPR
THAT WE WOULDPNT
ENCOUNTER THEM
UNTIL OUR QUEST
WAS COMPLETE.

BUT IT SEEMS
THAT ONE OF THEIR
SURVIVING AGENTS
HAS CAUGHT WIND

I DON'T KNOW WHAT
FALSEHOODS THEY MAY
HAVE SPUN FOR YOU,
BUT REST ASSURED—

THEIR MOTIVES

COF OUR OPERATION.

FOR PURSUING THE RELICS
ARE SINISTER BEYCOND
IMAGINATION,

FUNNY, THEY
SUGGESTED THE

EXACT SAME
THING...
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TAAKC,
WHATEVER
DOUBTS YOU MAY
STILL HARBOR

\ ABOUT MY=

P,

e

ITHINK T
SPEAK FOR ALL

I PONT THINK

IT FULLY SANK
OF UsS '-"-""HEN I IN WHAT THESE FOR WHATEVER
SAY-WE'RE ALL THINGS WERE REASON WE—AND WE

CAPABLE OF ALONE—ARE ABLE TO
LUNTIL TODAY. . DO SOMETHING

O MUCH THIS ME
BUT YEAH,
I'M UTTERLY CONFUSEDR NC MORE SALES
PITCHES. WE'RE TOTES )

COMMITTED.

{ [ WHICH IS PAR
" | FOR THE COURSE,
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V MERLE?

TOU WANNA
HOP CN BCARD |
THE POSITIVITY

/[ SOMETHING
_ | THE maTTER,

I CANT COMPREHEND
THE KIND CF HEARTLESS
BASTARD WHO COULD
LET SOMETHING LIKE
THAT SASH OUT INTO
THE WORLD.
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MAYBE, BEING
A MAN OF THE CLOTH,
I'M PISPOSER TO THINK
THAT MOST FOLKS ARE,
AT THEIR CORE, GOOPR.

BUT THE WHOLE TIME
WEVE BEEN WORKING
FOR YOU..EVERYTHING
I'VE SEEN IS EVIDENCE
OF THE CONTRARY,

Esfgi,ﬁé’: BUT REALLY,
BANE. ARE THEY CHANGING
UNDER THE RELICS

INFLUENCE?

EVERYOME
WHO COMES NEAR }—
THESE THINGS...

REVEALING
THEIR TEUE

ARE WE ALL
JUST VILLAINS IN
WAITING?

JUST...
LOOKING FOR
THE BEST
OFFER BEFORE
WE SWITCH
SIPES?

HEY, ANYONE
UP FOR SOME
PAY-CLP
CARNIVAL GRUB?
MY TREAT!




' ARE you \
\ eviLmerier )

I5 THERE A
STYGIAN ABYSS
WHERE YOUR
HEART IS MEANT
TC RESIDE?

ENOW WHY OUR
CRGANIZATION IS
CALLED THE BUREAU
OF BALAMNCE,
MERLE?

AND YOUR
FRIENDS?

= PO You
-~/  SUSPECT EITHER
| — | OF THEM MIGHT BE A
I\ SECRET DIABOLICAL
it MASTERMIND?

[ PRETTY CONFIDENTLY
SAY THEY'RE NOT.
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FOR EACH INJUSTICE,
AN ACT OF KINDPNESS.

FOR EVERY
WRONGDOING, THERE
IS A RIGHT.




NO PERSON IS
INHERENTLY EVIL,
MERLE, NOR ARE THEY
INHERENTLY GOOD.

«~+FOR EVERY PERSON
YOU MEET WHC WOULD
DG YOU HARM...

~THERE IS5 A
PERSCON WHC WOLULD
LEND YOU AIP ON YOUR
DARKEST PAYS.

VILLAINS CAN CHOOSE TO
BE MERCIFUL. HERCES CAN
CHOOSE TG BE VINRICTIVE.

OUR CHO/CES DEFINE WHO WE
ARE. BUT OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE,
1S WHAT WE BELIEVE.

AND I BELIEVE..




COOL COOL

' Gk -% BUT; LIKE, I PON'T

I KNOW IT'S
GETTING HARDER. I
CAN SENSE YOUR
UNCERTAINTY.

KNOW TOD MANY FOLKS
WHC CAN PO ENCUGH
GOODP TO OFFSET WHAT
WE'RE UP AGAINST.

BESIPES,
THERE'S NO USE
BORROWING THE

BURDENS OF

TOMORROW. ESPECIALLY

NOT AFTER THE
PAY THE THREE
OF YOU HAVE
HAD.

BUT, BOYS,
I SWEAR TD

MAYBE

YOU JUST HAVENT
MET THEM YET.
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«IF You
BELIEVE IN EACH




«IF YOU FIND COMFORT ’
WHERE YOU CAN...

«AND FIND
COURAGE WHEN







«~THEN YOUR
STRENGTH WILL
NEVER FALTER...










The ADVENTURE CONTINUES in

Coming Soon!



Fan Art Gallery

The Adventure Zone has
been fucky enough to garner
a passionate and deeply
creative fandom. Many
thanks to the fan artists
who contributed pieces 10

this gallery-and to all the
writers, artists, creators, and
fans of all stripes who have

made The Adventurc Zone

what it 1s.
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“Full of charm and snark and wit. Join the party!” o)
—FELICIA DAY, author of Embrace Your Weird

/ Praise for

The Adventure Zone series:

/ “The McElroys’ storytelling strength has long been in their humor, lr
and this is a good introduction to the unexpected and sometimes almost Dadaesque way |
' they pull laughter out of thin air” A
A _THE AV, CLUB A
f “Gorgeous art—the characters come to life!
/

’ I am so happy that this graphic novel is a thing that exists in the world.” i 4

W ' —HANK GREEN, Crash Course,
) The Lizzie Bennet Diaries




