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A

HOMAGE TO JOE SACCO

by Edward Said

Ca:rnjc baks are a unlversal phenemenon associated with adolescence. They seem o exist in all
languages and cultures, from East to Wesk In subject matter they go the whole range from inspired
and fantastic to sentmental and silty: all of them, however, are easy to read, to pass arpund, store,
and throw away. Many comica are fike Asteriy and Tin-Tin, a contlnuing serial sdventure for the
young people whe read them faithfully month after month; over time, ke the two [ mentioned, they
sem bo acquine a life of their own, with recurring characters, plot situations, and phrases that tum
their readers, whether in Egypt, India or Canada, inta a sort of club in which every member knows
and can refer to & whaobe st of common assumptions and names. Mest adults, T think, tend to con-
mect comics with what ks frivelous or ephemeral, and there i3 an aszumption that a5 one grows older
they are put aside for more serfous pursults, except wery cecastonally (a5 is the case with Art
Spiegelman’s Moue) when a forbiddingly grim subject {3 treated by a serious combe boak artist, But,
as we shall soon ses, these are wery rare occasions indeed, since what iz first of all required s a fyst-
rate talent.

I don't remember when exactly I read my first comic book, but I do remember exactly how
liberated and subwersive T felt as a result, Everything about the enticing book of colored pictures,
but specially its untidy, sprawling bormat, the colorhul, dotous extravagance of its pictures, the onre-
strafmed passage between what the characters thaught and said, the exatic creatures and adventures
reported and depleted: afl this made wp for a hugely wonderful theill, entively unlike anything 1 had
hitherto known ot experdenced.

My incongruously Arab Protestant family and education in the colonial post World War Two
Middie East were very bookish and academically very demanding. An unremitting sohriety governad
all things, These were certainly not the days sither of television, or of numerows easily awvailable
enbertainments, Radbo was cur link ko the outside world, and because Holbywood films were consid-
ered hoth inmvitable and somehow morally risky, we were kept to a reqimen of one per week, each
carefully vetted by my perents, certified by some unrevesled (bo us) standard of judgment as accept-
able and therefore mot bod for childeen.

Nit guite thirteen. I emtered high schoal just after the fall of Palestine in 1948, Like all the mem-
bers of my family, male and female, I was enrolied in British schools, which seemed to be modeled
after their story-book equivalents in foem Brown’s Schooidoys and the vamous accounts of Eton,
Harrow, Bugby that § bad gieaned from my omnivorous reading of almost exclusively English boaks.
In that late imperial setting of a highly conflicted world of mostly Arab and Levantine children,
Dritish teachers, in largely Muslim Armb countries themselves undergoing turbulent change, where
the curriculum was based on the Oxford and Cambridge School Certificate {as the standardized
English high schoal diplamsa was called in these days), the sudden intrusion of Amesican comic baoks
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— which wete instantly banned by parents and school authorities — burst like a small typhoon, In
& matter of houss | was ilticitly awash in a flood of Superman, Tarzan, Captain Marvel and Wonder
Woman adventures that baggled and certainly diverted my mind from the stricter and grayer things
I should hawve been addressing,

Trying to reason why the ban against this pleasurable new world was so strict and seemed so0
rigidly enforced at home got me absolutely nowhere with my adamant parents except for the expla-
nation that comics interfered with one's schoolwork. I have spent years trying to reconstruct the
logic of the ban and have concluded over time that the prohibition very accurately grasped (cer-
tainly more than I did at the time) what it is that comics did so well and so uniquely. There were
first of all such things as slang and wviolence which ruffled the pretended calm of the leaming
process. Second, and perhaps more important though never stated, there was the release provided
to my sexually repressed younq life by outrageous characters (some of them like Sheena of the
Jungle, dressed far too skimpily and sexily) who did and said things that could not be admitted
either for reasons of probability and logic or, perhaps more crucially, because they violated conven-
tional norms — norms of behavior, thought, accepted social forms. Comics played havac with the
logic of a+b+e+d and they certainly encouraged ane not to think in terms of what the teacher
expected or what a subject like history demanded. I vividly remember the elation 1 felt as I surrep-
titiously smuggled a copy of Captain Marvel in my briefcase and read it furtively on the bus or under
the covers of in the back of the class. Besides, comics provided one with a directness of approach
{the attractively and literally overstated combination of pictures and words) that seemed unassail-
ably true on the one hand, and marvelousty close, impinging, familiar on the ather. In ways that I
still find fascinating to decode, comics in their relentless foregrounding — far more, say, than flm
cartoons or funnies, neither of which mattered much to me — seemed to say what couldn't other-
wise be said, perhaps what wasn't permitted to be said or imagined, defying the ordinary processes
of thought, which are policed, shaped and re-shaped by all sorts of pedagogical as well as ideologi-
cal pressures. I knew nothing of this then, but I felt that comics freed me to think and imagine and
see differently.

Cut now to the final decads of the twentieth century. As an American of Palestinian origin, |
have found myself necessarily involved in the battle for Palestinian self-determination and human
rights. Sidelined by distance, illness, and exile, my role has been to defend this most difficult cause,
to defend and attempt to portray its complicated and often suppressed dimensions in writing and
speaking in public, all the whils trying to keep up with the unfolding of our history as a people in
places like Amman, Beirut, and then finally, when I was able to return bo Palestine in 1992 for the
first time gince my family and I left Jerusalem in 1947, on the actual West Bank and Gaza.

When I began this effort just after the June 1967 War even the word “Palestine” was next to
impossible to use in public discourse, I recall signs carried outside teach-ing and lectures on Palestine
in that peried blaring “there is no Palestine,” and in 2969 Golda Meir made her famous statement
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saying that the Palestinians did not exist. Moch of my work as a writer and lecturer was concerned
with refuting the misrepresentations and dehumanizations of our history, trying at the same time
to give the Palestinian narrative — so effectively biotted out by the media and legions of antaga-
nistic polemicists — a presence and a human shape,

Without any waming or preparation, about ten years ago my young son brought home Joe Sacco's
first comic book on Palestine, Cut off a5 I was from the world of active comic reading, trading and
bartering, I had no idea at all that Sacco or his gripping work existed. I was plunged directly back
inte the world of the first great intifada (1987-92) and, with even greater effect, back into the ani-
mated, enlivening warld of the comics I had read so long ago. The shock of recognition was there-
fore a double ene, and the more I read compulsively in Sacco’s Palestine comic bocks, of which there
are about ten, all of them now collected into one volume which I hope will make them widely avail-
able not only to American readers but all over the world, the more convinced T was that here was a
palitical and aesthetic work of extraordinary originality, quite unlike any other in the long, often
turgid and hopelessly twisted debates that had eccupied Palestinians, Israelis, and their respective
supporters,

As we also live in a mediz-saturated world tn which a houge prependerance of the world's news
images are controlled and diffused by a handful of men sitting in places like London and New York,
a stream of comic book images and words, assertively etched, at times grotesquely emphatic and dis-
tended to match the extreme situations they depict, provide a remarkable antidote. In Joe Sacco’s
world there are no smooth-talking anncuncers and presenters, no unctuous narrative of Israeli
triumphs, democracy, achievements, no assumed and re-confirmed representations — all of them
disconnected from any historical or soctal source, from any lived reality — of Palestinians as rock-
throwing, rejectionist, and fundamentalist villains whose main purpose 15 to make life difficult for
the peace-loving, persecuted Istaelis. What we get instead is seen through the eyes and persona of
a modest-looking ubiguitous crew-cut young American man who appears to have wandered into an
unfamiliar, inhospitable world of military occupation, arhitrary arrest, harrowing experiences of
houses demolished and land exproprated, torture {“moderate physical pressure™) and sheer brute
force ganercusly, if croelly, applied {e.g.. an Israsli soldier refusing to let peaple through a roadblock
on the West Bank because, he saps, rovealing an enormows, threatening set of testh, of THIS, the M-
16 rifle he brandishes) at whose mercy Palestinians live on a daily, indeed hourly bagis.

There's no obvious spin, no easily discernible line of doctrine in Jos Sacco’s often ironic encoun-
ters with Palestindans under occupation, no attempt to smooth out what is for the most part a
meager, anxious exisbence of uncertainty, collective unhappiness, and deprivation, and, especial-
ly in the Gaza comics, a life of aimless wandering within the place’s inhospitable confines, wan-
dering and mostly waiting, waiting, waiting. With the exception of ane or twa novelists and poets,
no one has ever rendered this terrible state of affairs better than Joe Sacco. Certainly his images
are more graphic than anything you can either read or see on television, With his friend, the
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Japanese photographer Saburo (whe seems to get lost at one point), Joe is a listening, watchful pres-
ence, sometimes skeptical, sometimes fed up, but mostly sympathetic and funny, as he notes that a
cup of Palestindan tea iz often drowned in sugar, of how perhaps inveluntanly they congregate in
order to exchange tales of woe and suffering, the way fishermen compare the size of their catch or
hunters the stealth of their prey.

The cast of characters in the many episodes collected here is wondrously varled and, with the
comic draughtsman's uncanny ability to catch the telling detail, a carefully seulpted mustache here,
overly large teeth there, a drab suit here, Sacco manages to keep it all going with almost carelsss
virtussity, The unhurried pace and the absence of a goal in his wanderings emphasizes that he iz
neither a journalist in search of & story nor an expert trying to nail down the facts in order to pro-
duce a policy. Joe is there to be in Palestine, and only that — in effect to spend as much time as
ke can sharing, if not finally living the life that Palestinians are condemned to lead. Given the real-
ities of power and his identification with the underdog, Sacoo’s lsraelis are depicted with an unmis-
takable skepticism, if not always distrust, Mostly they are fgures of unjust power and dubious
guthority, I am not referring cnly to chviously urattractive persenages like the many seldiers and
settlers who keep popping up to make life for Palestinians difficult and deliberately unbearable but,
especially in one telling episode, even the so-called peaceniks whose support for Palestinian rights
appears 50 hedged, so Hmid, and Anally ineffective as to make them also objects of disappointed
SCOTT,

Joe iz there to find out why things are the way they are and why there seems to have been an
impasse for so long, He is drawn to the place partly because (we learn from an exceptionally weird
earlier comic War Junkie) of his Maltese family background during World War Two, partly because the
post-moedern world is 3o accessible to the young and curious American, partly because like Joseph
Conrad's Marlow he is tugged at by the forgotten places and people of the world, those who don't
make it on bo our television screens, or if they do, who are regularly portrayed as marginal, unim-
portant, perhaps even negligible were it not for their nuisance value which, like the Palestinians,
seems impossible to get rd of. Without losing the comics’ unique capacity for delivering a kind of
surreal world a5 animated and in its own way as arrestingly violent as a poet’s vision of things, Joe
Sacco can also unostentatiously transmit a great deal of information, the human context and
historical events that have reduced Palestinians to their present sense of stagnating powerlessness,
despite the peace process and despite the sticky gloss put on things by basically hypocritical
leaders, policy-makers and media pundits.

Howhere does Sacco come closer to the existential lived reality of the average Falestinian than
in his depiction of life in Gaza, the national Inferno. The vacancy of time, the drabness not to say
sordidness of everyday life in the refugee camps, the network of relief workers, bereaved mothers,
unemploved young men, teachers, police, hangers-om, the ubiquitous tea or coffee circle, the sense
of confinement, permanent muddiness and ugliness conveyed by the refugee camp which iz so
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fconic to the whole Palestinian experience; these are rendered with almost terrifying accuracy and,
paradoxically enough, gentleness at the same time, Joe the character is there sympathetically to
understand and to try to experience not only why Gaza is so representative a place in itz hopelassly
overcrowded and yet rootless spaces of Patestinian dispossession. but also to affirm that it is there,
and must somehow be accounted for in human terms, in the namative sequences with which any
reader can identify. ;

If you pay attention therefore you will note the scrupulous rendering of the generations, how
children and adults make their choices and Uve their meager lves, how some speak and some remain
silent, how they are dressed in the drab sweaters, miscellaneous jackets, and wamm hattas of an
improvized life, on the fringes of their hemeland in which they have become that zaddest and most
powerless and contradictory of creatures, the unwelcome alien, You can see thiz all in a zenze
through Joe's own eyes as he moves and tarries among them, attentive, unaggressive, caring, ironic,
and so hiz visual testimony becomes himself, himself zo to speak in his own comics, in an act of the
profoundest solidarity. Above all, his Gaza series animates and confirms what three other remark-
able witnesses before him, all of them women, have written about [one of them Israeli, another one
American-Jewish, a third one an American with no previous connection with the Middle East) zo
unforgettably; Amira Hass, the brave Israeli Ha'aretz correspondent who lived in and wrote about
Gaza for four years, 3ara Roy, who wiote the definitive study of how Gaza’s economy was de-devel-
oped, and Gloria Emerson, prize-winning journalist and novelist who gave a vear of her time to live
among the people of Gaza.

But what finally makes 3acco so unusual a portrayer of life in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories is that his true concern is finally history's victims. Recall that mest of the comics we
read almast routinely conclude with someone’s victory, the triumph of good owver evil, or the rout-
ing of the unjust by the just, or even the mardage of two young lovers, Superman’s villains get
thrown out and we hear of and see them no more. Tarzan foils the plans of evil white men and they
are shipped out of Africa in disgrace. Sacce’s Falestine is not at all like that, The people he lives
among are history's losers, banished to the fringes where they seem 5o despondently to loiter, with-
out much hope o organization, except for their sheer indomitability, their mostly unspoken will
to go on, and their willingmess to cling to their story, to retell it, and to resist designs to sweep
them away altogether. Astutely, Sacco seems to distrust militancy, particuladly of the collective sort
that bursts out in slogans or verbal flag-waving. Neither does he try to provide solutions of the kind
that have made such a mockery of the Oslo peace process. But his comics about Palestine Furnish
his readers with a long enough sojourn among a people whose suffering and unjust fate have been
scanted for far too long and with too little humanitarian and political attention, Sacco’s art has the
power ta detain us, bo keep us from impatiently wandering off in order o follow a catch-phrass or
a lamentably predictable narrative of triumph and fulfillment. And this is perhaps the greatest of
his achievements.



[foreword

Author's Foreword

to the complete edition of Palestine

Thii book collects all nine issues of a comic book series called Polesting under one cover for the
first time. Previously, the series had been collected in two volumes. T wrote and drew Falestine after
spending two months in the Occupied Territories almost ten years ago in the winter of 1991-92. Since
that visit, a “peace process” was initiated, culminating in a number of agreements or near-agreements
— some highly touted as "breakthrough™ — and the installation of a Palestine Authority headed by
Yasser Arafat in some areas from which the Israelis have withdrawn, While Nobel Peace Prizes have
been awarded, no major outstanding issues — the return of or compensation for Palestinian refugees,
the illegal Jewish settlements, the status of Jerusalem — have been resolved, (As far as the settlers
go, they have continued to add to their number by the tens of thousands.) But even if you skip aver
those difficult points — and you can't — the “peace process” has not provided the Palestindan people
living in territory conguered by Israel in 1967 with many tangible benefits. In fact, their [and is still
expropriated, their dwellings are still bulldozed, their olive groves are still uprooted, They still
encounter an occupying army, 85 well as the settlers, who are often the armed adjuncts to the accu-
pying army {or vice versa, it's hard to tell sometimes). Through closures and the lasting effect of
long-term strangulation by Israel of the Palestinian economy, the lives of Palestinian workers and
their families have been made even more wretched than they were when this wark was first published.
One must add the mismanagement and corruption of the Palesting Autharity into the unfortunate
mix.

This book is about the first intifada against the Israeli occupation, which was beginning to run out
of steam at the time of my visit. As I write these words, a second intifada is taking place because,
in short, Israeli occupation, and all the consequences of the domination of one peaple by another,
has not ceased, The Palestinian and Israeli people will continue to kill each other in low-level con-
flict or with shattering viplence — with sulcide bombers or helicopber gunships and jet bombers —
until this central fact — Israsli occupation — i addressed as an issue of international law and basic
human rights.

Joe Sacco
July 2001
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Aiiet that English always way into their little hearts olhis is Balaka, the b
@ fgr. but the kids |Kids can be exhausting- | t’IEF'-:EEE camp in m'ﬂﬂgf

Bank, practically across

i actice and its a | Adults, o Not that they
ligetne i the road from Nablus. Some

goad idea to get the kids on |Tun after you, giggling and oy
o side. Tsmile alot, |tudging at your ‘sleeve. In | Palestinians living here were
tell them my name is Joe, |3 PlacE like “this they hang | among the three-uarters
that I am fine, and that |back, staring, Sizing up | of a million who fled or were
ally does the triek the Wind of trouble you |forced out of whak is now
zﬁznﬂ nak aluﬂ.ﬂs. Twio or might mean More smiles and |Iﬁ‘l'a.t| in 1948 ..
thres times, in other places,|réetngs in order here. | Do Ewel ;:ueg# o I’.?"{ about
kids have chasad me off. TSalaam Aleekum! Keep 'HHEIE 19482 Ies a_rdiﬂ a secret
E;“'n out ‘@ each other  |smile going Salaam Aleekum! :J‘w the i'{-n:‘msts used rumors,
ti-uati, E'm a Jew, or picked up MNow theyre smiling back. I'E-lits;e Amﬂ;:ﬁsaﬁrisr;:&
stones and F-;ﬂEred them |Someone hands us 3 bag of i:i::' demographics that
till Ive smiled and beamed my tangerines quaranteed o ociah aabis




of Israel.

Of course, its more comfort-
able to think of refugees
as some regrettable conse-
qum:E war, bul ﬂ;Et‘l:inﬂ
rid of Palestinians
has been an idea kicking
arpund since Theador Herzl
formulated medern Zionism
in the late 1800s. "We
shall have to spirit the
pennil ess population [sic]
across the border,” he
wrote, “by procuring
employment for it in the
Eransit countries, while
denying it employment in our
own country.”

Afeer all; some Zionists

reasoned,
atkached to their ancestral

homeland than the Jews
who hadn't lived there for
centuries. According to
Israel's first prime minister,
David Ben-Gurion, & Fales-
tinian “is equally at ease
whether in rdan, Lebanon
or a variety of places”
\With war imminent, Ben-
Gurion had na illusions
about “spiriting” ar inducing
the Palestinians away, “Lny
gach atkack,” he Hrn%e, "2
decisive blow should be
struck, resulking in the
destruction of homes and
the expulsion of the pop-
ulation” \Jhen that was
basically accomplished he told
an advisor, “Falestinian
Arabs have only one role
left — to flea”

\

-GURION |
1

\ (CAvID BEN

\

Falestinians were less| ¥

ikl | .. their homes and lands
1| declared “abandoned or
suncultivaced " and ex- 5

whera along

But if 1948 i5 no secrel, its|
all but a non-issue, dismissed

entirely by Prime Minister
Folda Meir: “ Ik wasnot as|
though there was a Pales-
tinian people considering
itself as a Palestinian
pe and we came and
ttﬂraw thﬁ: out and Frt.:qh
air Coun A m
them They rélid nan% exist.
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i
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are... and their children,
and their childrens child- |
ren-.. and still they are
refugees.. stale ones, maybe,
in the niﬂht:l_g news scheme
of things, but, nangtheless,
refugees ... which I suppose
means theyre waiting to
ae back ...

But back o what! Close

to 400 Palestiman villages
were razed by the Israelis
during and after the 48
WA .. -FlEEinH Palestinians
were declared “absentees”

propriated for settlement

Iﬁf"‘ﬂﬂenﬁf--- People live
re, they waech TV, they
shop, thej raise families.
On first glance, sloshing

|down 2 mam road, what sets

Bajata apart is the mud.
The snows have melted and
the road is mud. Every-
where, mud.

@E came here to meet
'Saburo'’s friend, but hes
gene to a wedding some-
chere and won't “he back
today, Nowwhat 2 IT'm
freeZing, and I wonder how
long we're gaing to walk
ardund in the cold
Fortunately someone
remembers Saburo from last
timg he was here and
invites us into s Shﬂp ’Fnr
tea.. ah, tea.. holding a

| cup of tea, that's the
| ticket for night now.. Im
| last in my tea while

Saburo arranges a place
to spend the mght.
Meanwhile, word must be
out ‘cause small groups
DFFE shebab are coming
an ng, Qiving us the
unceﬂgveg. t‘?m:ﬂnf them
hang out fora few minutes

and leave. + urreiﬂ.ners?

Journalists? Big deal / We're
not the first and won't be
the last to dr.pp by look-
ing under their skirts
for stories...

QOne of them, though,

[mﬂ.ﬂhe he's |6 or 18, takes

a shining to me. Te musk
be all my amiling. His
English is piss-poar; but
that doesnt stop a vy
like this, imes not
beneath him. He makes it

h:-_] JewWS.

say r'EFuSEE camg and |

ou
61 picture tents, peaple
lﬂinﬂ on cots.. but some-
the line

Balata’s residents f:‘ﬂred

clear he's done some m;gl.,-
and-tumble with the IDF,

the Israeli Defense Forces
He takes out his ID card

to prove it. Every FPales-
tinian over lb inthe

theu'd be here for
lun? haul, and the camp

took on A sort of shabby |

1

Occupied Termtories has ko
L= one, and his is green
which meéans he's dong a



recént stint in prison. He
ardérs over a frend who
sheepishly produces an
ar ID, the regular
card coler for West Bank |
residents.

= G’T‘EE‘I‘I Eﬂrd.: Iﬂtl'Fﬂdﬂ-_!'l“
says my new pal, WAV Ing
his card.. "Orange card:
No intifada,” b;e saﬁs,
aldin his friend’s.-
he Grigngg (ard retreats
with a red face while
Green Card beams proudly.
I beam back, out of symp-
athy, really, ‘cause Lve got
a bad feeling about a

dude without discretion

like this..Hes destined for
a casualty appendix, ITm
thinking; he's probably
got an appomtment with
a serious bullet

@ahumﬁ made 3‘””“&5‘.
ents forthe niﬂh{:. 'l
be stayng with someone
named Jabril, who speaks
pretty good English. Jabril
takes us home, sits us
down in the front room,
makes us comfy. There's
full mebilization in the
kitchen and he and his
brothers bring out ong
plate after another Itsa
regular fease [ 1 tell you,

&

I eat like a kin ml
refugee Ccamps, Il out
all {Ee stops, 1 hniu kisses
n the direction of the in-

visible womenfolk. And
now wEre stuffed, and

Jabril sets up the kero-
seng heater against our
togs, he wants™ us crispy.

“Coffee?” he asks.

Christ, they love us in
Palesting !

eanwhile, the rooms {:l”inj
with neighbors. They ve
hedrd abbut us and they
dont mind answering some

westions. 1 reach for
3&5. They've been fa-.nﬂh;g



and talking amongst them-
selves, but now they're
quiet, even the children
theyve brought along.

T ask where they work.
“Iscael / Ismal!”saa most.
Theres jobs in Israel,
they say, not in the West
Bank. They get up early
for their jobs. Ies an hour
there, an hour back, and
they have to be out of the
country by op.m. Only
Jabril has a localJ'ob, in
Nablus. The others are
part of Israels convenient
\ow-waae labor pool. Israel
calls the economic shots

and makes rules to suit
itself as when Defense

gl

Minister Rabin said in
1985: “No permits will
be given for expanding
a%ricu’ture or industrg [in
the Territories] which may
compete with the State of
Tsrael.”

Mahmoud says he hasn't
worked for two years. He
has a green ID card, which
means he can't cross into
Tsrael forwork. Green
card? He was in prison?
The soldiers came to his
door one day, he says, he
asked why and they
smashed him in the head/
In front of his wife and
children! The soldiers
wanted to know who was

throwing stones. Mahmoud

told them it wasn't him,
but they took him anyway.
He shrugs. “If they don't
take me, theyll take you”
Now they're all blurting
stories about soldiers and
prisons. firas says soldiers
shot him two years ago
and his leg’s still not right.
Ahmed says soldiers raided
his home at midnight, they
busted down the door, th
came through the roof,
they destr033d furniture,
they Caqsht him. He was
16. Three years in prison.
“for what?” I ask. “For
throwing a Molotov cock-
tail,” he says. “And 1
didn't even see where it
[anded.” The whole crowd

busts up. They think thats
Prettﬁ F‘“‘“’"“H-

But the Israelis take
Molokovs seriously, often
demolishing the homes of
Molotov throwers. I ask
about demolished homes
in Balata. They talk it
over, pointing different di-
rections, counting on their
fingers, naming names.

“Six houses destroyed by
clgnamitE," Abu Akram
announces finally. “One of
them belonged to my friend,
a butcher, he was a rich
man. Eleven other people
lived in his house. They had
one hour to move.” The
butcher, it seems, was a
collaborator whe was dis-

redeem himself by killin
two other collaborators;
who were considered
dangerous. He killed them;
the Israelis put him in
prison for life, blew up his
home. They say five col-
laborators have been
killed in Balata.

I ask about life in the
camp. “No cinema, no garden,”
says Jabril. “If the soldier
sees me he asks, Where
are You soins?’ If I want
to play football in the
schoolyard, the soldier
comes. So my friends visit
my home. We drink tea. We
drink coffee. We speak.
This is my life.”

Jabril says Balata has a

covered and allowed to

reputation with the soldiers.
The first West Bank clashes
of the intifada occurred
here. Jabril says he's been
knocked down in Nablus by
soldiers who've discovered
he's from Balata.

“When I go to Nablus,”
says Abu Akram, “I go with
a hurry and come back.
If a soldier stops me, he
puts me up against a wall,
takes my card, he asks the
computer; he asks why I was
in prison. If the soldier is
very bad he takes mein a
store and beats me. It is
best to stay in Balata

Camp'”
@ go on the roof. It's
freezing up there, but
the lights from a nearby

tiasco *ANMEEEEUR.
%f'/



Jewish settlement are
pretty. Ie's almost B o'clock
and the party splits up.
No one wants to be caught
by soldiers after curfew.

@abn' iz exhausted from
tra.nﬂat‘ing, but the
night is skill young and
he feels an obligation, ]
suppose, to entertamn us
He sets up a video player
and we watch ‘The Delta
Force,’ starring Chuck
Norris and Lee Marvin The

film is sort of based ona |

hijacking in the mid-80s
wherg a US. soldier was
murdered and several
Americans held hostage
in Beirut. Eventually the
hastages were released. In
the movie, however, the
Delta Force geks to rescue
the hostages 2 |a Entebbe
and wipe out SCOrEs of
Palestinian terrorists to
boot. And while the Amer
icans stand tegether and
defiant against their
tormentors, the snivelling
Palestinians betray their
cause en masse when

:rs-nnal |

| T

— | like

to bikts by Norris from his
rocket - firing matorcycle,
frer the video, they
prepare mats for us on
the floor Jabril has the
couch. He plial_uji a cassekie

softly to fall asleep to.
T recogrize the voice—
Oum Koulzoum, the EaHFI:I.In
singer who died years a
My friend Taha in Cairo
told me her funeral was
bigger than Sadat's. She
I'uasn‘t much to look at, sort

O KOULSOU™

of like Roy Orbison on a

bad day, but what a voice/
what 3 performance ! Ic's
obviously a2 love song..
the audience is _gasrqmg.
ASping,Eoo; Lm

. EUA?EnEE. oveér-
whelmed. The song geeson

1l and on. Jabril flips the
— = | cassetke, The song is still

4 5:1'-5 ng.

"What song is 1his?" T

ask. " ‘Fakavouni, Jabril

LA answers; "Remind Me”

harm. Jabril and
brothers mostly watch
impassively, shaking their
heads from time to time
as Palestiniang run scream:

ing from battle or are blown

Jabril is playing the song
for his fiancée in Jordan.
Shes Palestinian, too, also
a refugee.. The Isvaelis

3| won't let her visit because

she has ne immediate
Family members lefc in

|Palestine to apply tor her
visa.. And Jabril cant go to

her. The Israelis wan't let

| any more. They accused
|him of traveling en to
|Synia on his fast visik to
Jordan. They accusad him
of traimng for tarrorist
missions with George Habashs
Fopular Front for the Liber
ation of Palestine. They
accused him of traiming

| terrorist missions in Japan.

.Tapln?... They came 'Fur him
at mght and took him o
Mablus prison and interro-
gated him for two months.
They beat him, they kept

{| him from sleeping, they-
|| But w2 can talk about

that some other time, he
says. He has to get up
Ea.ﬂ:l FEH‘" WOk,

hen Saburo and T wake up,

Jabril is already gone...
As usual, I'm shiw&rinﬂ.mf
waters too cold to wish with

This morning & want o
check out one of Balatas
preparatory schools adminis-
tered by the United Natwons
Relief and Works ﬁﬁen:ﬂ
UNRWA... which tends to
some basic needs of Fales-
tiian refugees. Wie wall to
the school but they wont
let us in, net withowk

-hiaher authori zabwon. 'Fheﬁ

put me on the pheone with
the UNRWA area office in
Nabhis, “JYou understand we
need to take cerkain
Secunity F‘Evl:ﬂutfﬂnﬂ” ex-
Plﬂ_ln? the guy on the other
end.  Youve seen the situ-
ation there.” He can give
ws authorizakion, if we come
into Nablus. We take the

||5hnrl: taw ride to town and

the WWRWA afficial waves us
into his office and dashes
off a handwritten pass.
we're all set, we're on the
UNRWA guest list,

'@n the way to catcha taxi

him out of the country
FEl

back to Balata, Saburo qgets



a wild hair up hiz ass and
decides hes going to get
photos of Nablus prisan.
Nablus prison? With all its
barbed wiré and watch-
towers and quards and
“ND PHOTOGRAPHY™ signs
posted clearly? He gives

me all the film he's taken [

in case soldiers pick him
up- And off he goes,
T get to the
where I see Abu Akram
from last night's discussion
He comes aver, wi shake
hands, and then we both
notice a2 soldier i a red
beret mahmﬂ his way in
our direction. Suddenky,Abu
Akrams 5ane." He and some
pals are ruaning through
the traffic, and Red
running afeer them . the
Palestimians hop aboard a
taxi thats already in
maktion jusl: as R.E'd Beret
is upon them... and Red
Beret suddenly gives wp his
purswit.. ma
pursu.'t, may Everyone
was out for a run.. I dont
know... Tm alread:] iy A Cax

clukching Saburds flm bag, | 4

feeling dizay and like some-
how I'm o blame.
as:k in Balata, Im sitting
= the heéadmasters office
and he still wor't lek me
into the school. Likeé an
idiot, Ive left my signed
permission with an UNRWA,
dude at an office down
the road. Three schoolboys
have gene to recrieve it,
but they havent retumed,
and schools almost out.
(hme back tomorrow, says
the headmaster Be patent,
Saus the teacher doing the
translating. He says Lsraelis
have come wio the camp
pasing as journalsts before..
thegve “interviewed"students

xi stand 3

Berets f‘!

¢ it wasnt a

and found out who the
Activists areé .. then the
soldigrs have come to
make rreésts.

Saburo shows up about
the time the bell ends
the school day. We step
owtside and aré surround-
ed by kids asking our
names and religions, which
we answeér several times.
The teacher comegs out of
the office and shaoos them
Away... He's joined by a
colleague and they agree
to show us around, per-

i

I

I

e, W

T
|

misFion or not
They take us to a class-
room. Mo electricity, no
heat, they say, its been
like this %m- 40 years.

| “They thought the schoel

was temporary when they
built it,” says one. “They
thought d ?n back to
their hames [in lsrael] in
a year or two " UNRWA is
promising :Ilﬁ:trl&tﬁ, he says,
but the students had to
strike for ic. They show
us where theé rain dripg
into the classroom. They



THEH orderad him o take
down & picture of Arafak
from @ wall. Yes, but why
did they beat him? “For
speaking to them in Enﬂlish
and not in Hebrew; he
53.55.

abure and I make a quick
visit to the local UNRWA
clinic. They dent ask for
authorization here. A nurse
gives us a tour of the
antenatal department— 50
camp births a manth, she
says; the laborakory; the
rehabilitation unit; and
(with some pride) the new
X-ray room.

Now the doctor will see us.
The nurse jumps us past the
long line waiting at his
| door: The doctor greets us
d inte his office and sheos
1 out a couple of female
Fitientﬁ.

Just two doctors serve the
cinic, he says, one of them
a relief docter. “ The main
problem,” he says,”is over
il load ™ The chnic gets up to
= 300 patients a day. (Last
- night, at the roundtable
I discussion, the men joked
sy i = ——— :ﬁ" about the rushed diagnoses
show us the outdoor twilets am Jordan, th = at the clinic. " Go tw the

; ey say, but | : r
whose walls have crumbled. i hi.‘!‘:ﬂrﬂ or 5Eﬂgra?»5 :’;::ﬁw;fﬂ to thE_w'T_.:l'dpE:

The headmaster appears, |text, for example, that e:\g'ﬂ M-r::“ ing the
he has angry words for  |mentions Palestine, Nok | iy, g & ions
the teachers, The three that it matters, says one M':FH d:":"f F"fi:"rPtW‘ﬂi.]
of hem Scep aside, arguing) teacher,“Since the intifada ||o¢ oF respiratory Hincsses
apparently, on the advis-~ |it iS net nécessary to Ceach | o, hag Uentilation i

ability of talking to such children that this is | overcrowding, “fro ems
jnur’nallsts." The teachers |net Israel.” related J%ﬂf:ﬁ;:j I;“I";dH
are raising their voices. They say soldiers pass by | social conditions.”

The headmaster walks off |- Soldiers chase pecple Meanwhile, theres L‘na..-:knﬂ

sullenly. The teachers through the school.they |onthe door! We've been
réjoin us. Never mind,”one shoot .. it doesnt make | too lang! The women wheo've
of them says “We told him |for a good scheol environ- inpin. Kicked out wiee Sack
we take fdl responsibility.” | ment for the 500 bays, |10 '%"rhﬂﬂ clinic is it, any-
11-,95 el us cher cur- what about for Ceachers? way ¢
riculum corrgsponds o On a recent Morning, says utside we Find Green Cand
Jordans, The Lsraelis allow | one of them, on s way to| =Mr Inkifada from yester-
Eﬂﬂ.ish and math books in | gchool, seldiers beat hin. dﬂﬂ—ﬂuﬂﬂ a 'Frifrld_ TF'IEy‘h'E

8l




_’ime Eﬂ fecch us. For what!
heir ish ian't qood enou
o ﬂpl;.g_ Wie Ful'ln'?.l thfm.ﬂh
Tve become familiar with
Balata’s main roads, but
they lead us info the maze
of side streets, into the
back alleys, where theres
hardly a Couple of shoulder-
widths between houses and
little boys are playing

| Cairo, my air ticket, m
camera... Hes flipping
through my journals:. He's
sérious, grim even.. Of
course, I could have rgams
notes about a hot-
tubbing experience with
Ariel Sharon and Green
Card wouldnt have a clue
.. In any case, they decide
were Kosher.. moreg twists
and turng... we'ré back on

marbles.. we're twisting
and -tummﬂ... i'::rpp.nﬂ, aver
opén drainage canals..geing
left, going right, going in >
circles, 1 ca.r'?t cell. F'S-ind— I
ically
a cornér, molons Tor us to
Fﬂ‘ﬂh‘ “Fﬂlliﬂ' danﬁﬁ‘,“ he
informs us. He Stops us
again. They finsk us. They go
through our belongings.

= Card turns the pages

areen

of my passport, he studies
\eftover bank receipts from

Green Card motions |
for us to stop, peers around |

a muddH main street .

| w!hEW-..
Wllow wa're in a house, the
a is coming.. Jabril 18

there, and a few faces
from the night before..
 but there's Soméone new...
you'd Figure afker all ehe
Prfcautlﬂﬁﬁ Green Card
took we'd be meégting
Arafat himself or at least
a Black Fanthers 5“9!’1"'3, but

ardinary.. and his spiel

isnt Anchmﬂ. I haven't

this new fellow looks pretky

7

heard before.. He's vague
about who he is, though,
and I don't press him
A résume.

He says the uprising is
the result of years of
suffering, that the intifada
started spontanéously but
is now directed by the
PLO. He says the intitada
| focused world atkention
an the Palestinians and
| pow there’s a chance fora
political selution..

That’s the tip-off This

‘s with Fateh, Arafats

=tion of the PLO.. Tve
made a game of gueasing
what PLD faction a Fales-
tinian Supports by his
opimion of the “peace
process”.. Popular Front
supporters, for example,
oppese the talks ‘cause of
stiff Lsraeli preconditions
on the Falestiman negot-
iating team.
He says Balata is mainly

-,;;,



with Faceh Fateh Supports [

the pegetiations, so he
supports the nggotiations
Lbut he's a skeptic "The

majority of Israels dont |

want land-For-peace.” he
says "'ITne_H wank 4o
make agreemenks with
ather Arab nations but
not with Palestinians”

What does he see ahead? |

“Mare settlements, more
soldiers, more [Jewish]
-mmuﬂrahaﬂ.” And f the

ﬁEﬂﬂtlﬂtlﬂﬂS ~Fa||, then 1

what? “what do you
expect 2" he says " The
ntifada will cantinue. -

@E discussions over
he women are sending
n food. Were dipping
pita bread into all kinds
of stuff. Weve off politics
now. We're laughing. Here
comes the co fee.
Theyre asking Saburo
about ;Eipan and I tumn
his rough 'Enﬂlush into
English they can under-
stand. It comes out that
Saburp 5 SEI"I'IEH"Iil"lH of a
spireualist, he reads life-
lines... Green Card pulls hus
chair up and sticks out
ms palm -'?l_ﬁt’f a lictle
analysis, Saburo has comp-
imentary words abeuk
Green Cards emotions and
ntelligence... Then Saburo
loaks hard at the palm
and announces that some
thinﬂ will happen to (rreen
Ca.rd &Gﬂll‘l.”EiE'ﬂi Iﬂ_J-EII ,"
says Jabril and they all
Iauﬂh “MNo," insists Daburo,

hthm_gs will get better”

hey warn us abouk the
upcoming strikes . Hamas,
the Islamic fundamentalist
group, has called a general
skrike for tomorrow; +he
Unified Naconal Leader- |

| ship has called one for thei
| jeep pulls up. More soldiers,
| A soldyer wich a radio

day after; and both

groups have called for a

strike the day afeer that

.. That's going to Messup

the tax) situation. We

decide to spht rather than
et stranded in Balata.

\We take ataw to Nablus
. the Nablus streets are
all but eémpty; maybe
theres A curfew Commg up
A the taw stand we
find a Jerusalem-bound
ctretch Hercedes and wait
inside with a couple and
their boy The driver wank
leave till he gets oneor
two more passengers, but
well have to leave soon if
we want to get through
Ramallah before Ramallahs
five oclock curfew.

A jeep pulls up across
the street Eiﬂd'l-ET'EJump
out and bhead nto a
LA o Oid Cil_q_.l. passageway

9

Theres a qunshot.. Another

drops his phone and it
Swings wi|d|l;] out of reach
below his knees. He can't
seem to get at k. He's

| having trouble. The hqg in
the tax is f.iuﬂhinj, .:Elllmﬂ
(the soldier “mignoon —

| crazy. His facher says
to roll up €he windows in
case theres gas.. Another
eep shows up. More soldiers
are F"'lt'“j out and duckinﬂ

nto the passageway.
nd finally were leaving

MNablus .. past the prison
dere lfamnﬂ. Balata behind
..Balata is receding..Im
looking ferward to the
lang, winding hilly stretch
ahead... Jerusalem is one
haour away, . Jerusalem is
one hour away., mean-

while, T'l| enjoy the scenery
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Chapter Three
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SEem £ have
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WERE YOUR
CHILDREEN wiTH
Hou WHEN THE
SOUDIERS CUT

woiuR TREES?

s FRened at nighee;
CAME 5 ¢he dﬁnrlS:F‘:;Tm: Pﬁsﬂ?ﬁtﬂer

22l ) bﬂ&l had thro i
. "9 thrown stones at h,s'g;fll'_'il‘ﬂ

o
et

“ They asked i mj_, boy had | |“Then they asked the
thrawn stones, and they beat settlér and he said ikt

him hare in the ||'|'m5 room... | [wasn't ; HE.HEE be-
cause I was Crywng. Or he

[ Her Father
| alks in and

learns Weve

| been talking
| about olive
4 fregs..

felt sorry or embarrassed.”
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33 {5 scores of acres of farmland |
- o and pasture we're looking At.. T;"
e __._'..'If_'*“zw___ __.__—_-—-'ff__?e;_?‘% again, just drops in the bu:kE‘L’:.n i
= o =27 =] [rael has expropriated two-thirds £,
% nfthe'ﬂest: nk for its own use, =
e8] 1ncluding the settlement of
1 Jews.. (and Im not counting 5
annexed “Greater Jevusalem ' but

e
X |l--_-;;l.-. K =
' —ﬁ like Frime Minjster

i 1""1’» Shamir Says:
"‘- IF WE ESTABLISH
7/ A SETTLEMENT HERE
i OR EXPAND A SETTLE-
HMEMT THERE, THIS IS
B oonLT MATURAL . WE
R RE OFERATING
1 ACCORMMG TO THE
#4 UNDERSTANDING

A THUAT THE LAMND
BELOMGS TO US,

S8 And with that Underseanding in

%3 mind, the Lionist, Organiza-
| tion's ‘Master Flan 1010 points
M out that only Five pércent ©
1 che West Bank is “problemate

wanks to o 2
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Pod while ";f' ;Fecidl freas
Sam! has You RE IN
= WCK. . SETTLERS
ATTACKED THE

YILLAGE LAST

as tng-.:l and stay
wI:t'rT W&Enn and daughter..

ly son wantCed . the door I |d by
We stayed there all night till 5am without sleep...

]

g S rQ.-. :‘ﬁ‘h
4 1n £the marning we found
1lying there wikh the blood The

Sktacker must have cut himself on

the glass and dropped the axe.. :
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FIORMNING Py
—d FATHER WENT
=774 To ThE SETTLE-

Tl a'l-::d him how we're supposed to protec
salyes from such attacks. :
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TRe kettle's on..

T

. more tez/

1 HAVE OME SoM W
: AMERICA, OME IN IRAQ=WE
= o W HAVENT HEARD FROM HIM N
- A LONG TIHE., M1 26-TEAR-DLD
SON 15 1N ANSAR [ FRISON SERN-
MG A FIVE -YEAE SENTEMCE
FOR THREOWING & MOLDTOV
COCKTAIL . HIS WIFE, WHO HAS
MO ISRAELI [ wWAS REFUSED
REENTRY WHEN SHE TRIEP To |
CET BACK FROM JOADAN,
SHE'S BEEM THERE
Tl TEARS.

WE USED To

i
A

== ME LIVE IN THE
== i HOUSE : ME, MY
= m%"ﬂ SON, AND H|S
= A WiFE.
3 : :

o

i

-
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. D-,.,E m.;:mt-; “f’-’-"' he was arrested, the soldiers e,
~ame and surrounded the house. They told us B .-‘k“.*'l. bulldazer arrived...f
ko leave.. - ' B | TOU Haye

ARREsTE
. D MY S0n 0
Hig F-‘T'HEE DIED

| “\We tried immediately to take out €he furni-
ture. Many neighbors came to hEE us. We had
oné hour, 3nd many things were left mside ..
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THET
JAILED Hie,
THEY wWoN'T
LET HIZ NFE
BACK, AND WE
HAVE GoP TO
HELF U5.

o Tou
VISIT TOLER
SomMi

“\e are separated by two fences, 5
and we have to shout to be heard %ﬂﬁr S::L ;\

aver the others, " HE SEEMS LIKE DEAD BY
§ "-f'fﬂh"&"t-'t"igﬁ TOWA A MAN To HE HES SETTLERS.
'F .
y-ﬁf
)

i

i, g’g b LEARNED A LOT

g:" . HE 'E‘A‘F'-"'

T Wil STiLL
BE ALIWVE

WHEM HE |15
KELEASED




M7 BREOTHER
WENT OuUT THE ==
BACK DDOR OM
THIS SHALL ROOF
WITH OUR CE:_EIH
To SEE WH
WS @OING

Fu ] I°1

But the ¢ea
Comgs a"ﬂ”ﬂ .
H-'h.i,l'e
ﬁfhE‘rgi: a
dfa-q‘ ?ﬂ'ﬂ Sits
| silently aqainst
the w%“.'?

SETTLERS
HAD CoME TO
DEHOLISH
WATER FIPES

i THE
YILLAGE -

' che
“The soldiers put a‘mrfew on
uidili.h and we couldnt leave the houst

to take him O hospital..

b

[ He was with his mother and Fﬁtha' He
bled to death in three hours.




While his erial isn
over; the settler
needn't worry unduly
about the scales of
Jsraeli justice. From

You Dowm'r
FEEL SECURE

WOULD you HAvE FCELING

Dec. '8+ to Oct. "9l OF LOVE? IN YOUR OWN
settlers killed 47 Eﬁ;:; %&n}ﬁ% HOME ... YOUR
Palestinians, and in -

that €ime only three

trials have concluded [

The stiffest sentence? g
ree years /
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I Bong
*i'hm-..:" i
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FI&o
To TuL
AR E _r‘_"i_iﬁéltﬁ,
SOLMERS WILL
PICK ME UP..

OR |E It
STuck THERE
in CURFEW,
T =Y
CLASSES 1M
NABLUS?E

HORRENBLE ! THEY
T HE MUCH MORE
THAN THiS PLACE IS MY CAR AND MADE
WRTH, AMD THET ME STAMD wiTH
FBNE ME BECAUSE MY HANDS IN THE
1 CAN'T PAY. . AIR LIKE A STATUE/
wWou ChlL THAT

CINILVEEDRT r
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At last inside,
and Im taken
T and qiven

= +he PLEE_‘-"F




you
ARE STATING |
IN THE JEWISH Fh{estmian ki

He gestured & the
old Tiky, which even
Palestinians had warngd
me never e enter

tomy
ssively

i gave it a shot, but ~Cmph,,
1 1 suppose one loose anecdote
| doesn't bridge any gulfs...

its not fike T},

; :E*"'E 0 mediata,

de ends
uster, ooy the e




Finally Sabur
comes back, B
ks SNoes
Muddy... Last
time [ Saw
hlﬁ'i,dm H;l
had dropped B
him ufprit
Bajata camp
.. From thera
he walked to
i:!rnF- Ong, he
53ys, wherg
the soldiers
had just
sealed an.hE
seof &
hsua:pect and
were popping
{ear gas to
disperse a
erowd .. X
an angry Fal- |
gstinian took
him by the
hand, wanted

40 show him
something..

[ a skeptic. Journalistically speaking, )
you qobta be a Poubting %aﬁs; Hrn-ﬁu

make surg. Ics to qet your
Eingt’r in £he wound. m wﬁﬂ head
o would be better gm ;
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Prison,
it aint
narmal
s
ing
they enjoy
3 [55 ng stint
behmd Israel;
'-l-"l-l"E'

but Im- hwy
Joing out on
aanbtﬂsaj
Er] that usually
o [fy] they 2pprec-
! |;i"ﬁ iate i, that

et B

somet mes
they savorit,
and that
ahays its 2
distinckion..
angd with
90,000 arrests
in the intifada’s
first four years,
its all but 1m-
i possible not to
{3t beside a

prrsrm or jail
in the taxs

| Eﬂd t’E-'l Jomnks..
and in the um-
{ versities and _
'I‘ET”' gg Ccam
lr'n nun‘l E

i\




¥ But even 1
| had tocrack
{ a smije £hat
1 time in A West

j when an £354-
oing fellow
\ int e

age £he ;rﬁliuizi:;f
aﬂt":"i anﬁ"lj J‘H J.:'JI"IHE oo
Euhj:‘.umt"-‘lﬂ“ (e brood, includ- &

¢ Whom \ing A pretty

|1‘l5 e, 31[" wikth

There are other prisons, of course, but Ansarll, whi .
Ketziot,iS the largest, holding 6,000 inmates as i hs lraghs caf
in March 88 speaifically to deal with, the intifada overflow..

o

<oy
be

.Fm.. a-r;

f Newey

f put N
fL cnarded




Qur si‘mrles

I;.E'Hm a?l-i'mnj
Yuseks
acregst n

March BB as

lhe drrived at |
Dhahriyd

priso, Eﬂufr'-_'l ;

af Hzbran n

de AL
A It was during the
il Lron Fist ',ﬂ.‘"l?d.
{ during the policy

the West Bank, o 'h‘nn::-';:bn-".cs
which als2 i ' were blind-
) relged and hand
wats Lyyads cufred and they
searting pownt. bedk us on the

o bus wWihen we

t Qut we had
4 I pass between
1 Tw lings of sal-
w5 diers who beat
5. Twd Prisongrs
had arms broken
o Then they ordared
fl us o make
dnimal noises *
and noses ke a B

o a r-.eE:!_ ta de
thea Saldiers
WwWere having a
IJalth_nqe n ﬂl'b:,.
ncluding Woman
soldier:

“The first twa days at Dhahriga I spent under the sky
Tnen 1 spent 1] days in a cell.” There were 35 of us There
w33 a barrel teilde and it was full We told che seldwers,
but it was during theé night and rdining so they dide'e
wint toempty £ right then A fac prigbner had o go. He
§ climbed onto™the tdlet, lost iz balance, and the whae

# thing tipped over

“1 spent 18 days
at Dhahriya
Defore e wing dn
adrrmrnstratwe /
detention order [
for six months, [
wdEg placed in a
: W TO0OM af 4Xb

T AR mieERrs with about
40 pergons, Inten days they
allowed us out of the room only
fwict for 18 minuces dach time,

M 5 SR o,

o

Ny : ! Faat

The room was full of shit. We were shouting \we carried
our shoes in owr hands and our socks in ou® shoes. The

soldigrs came after half an hour and they gave us soap
and water to cigan with, but we spent fve aags with the smell




*1 was moved to a
tent for Cwa Or throe
days, which was
much betker but
then thay moved me
o 0 another room,
which [ congidered
sork of hef|l 1
remaineéd m this
rocan for A wee k. Lt
A wids A4 mieters,
wikly 1 persons The
metal door faced
Hthe sun froen noon
on. The ventilation
WS l\.'E'IH bad, jusk
a coin-szed hole
ity ¥he daar for
ll'ul:'“.:t-l:l_l.] qQAs In
Case o7 4 Mot

Far ventilation, two people would take a blanket | "1 did not sleep more han two to three
and flap it up and down W did thus inten-minute| | hours a fnight masimuem. 1d sit on the

i shitks g —E e | Tubbish bin with my nose against the hole
; : | o

The firse
prisoners
Lo be trans-
ferred to

Ansar [l

didnt Know
where they
were bemg
taken Yusef
wl A5 .il‘l‘l-lJrl::l

+hem i

* They twok ws from our
1'-\_'!|:"||_‘"|-.T. and they put us
on five buses.” There

were more than 100

of us W wire afraid
EOTIE WL CIHI"‘H (a1}
the buses. ‘We thdught
» we were bemyg deportied
o Jardan of Lebanon
\ eI




-'i'.‘l'f'!'-' about four hiours
they took wg ot the
buses and we_found
oursehes in front of
tents 'wé knbwe n-:nth--nﬂ
of our locaton or wihy
they had put us there

‘ Thigy ordered us
ta tiAke off our
clothes and to
put_on dark blue
o] uniforms On the
d First might we

ol were each GIvEn
OReg piace ot

d bread, Fve olives,
; and a spoceyful

4 o | am

[Tl

: y dlso gave
i each™of us ?hrew
4 blankets and a

thin matkbress [ g
 was very cold in
1 the tents. 1

s oy 4 T v il couldint sleep”

“We f2lt like animals” Yusef said, and he added a specific or twd fo the list of privations
14 already collected from other ex-prisoners: the desert température extremes; the
nsects: a“water 5-upp1; 50 insuffcient it had te be utilized almost exclusively for
drinking; 3 bland, inadequate diet. no change of ;Enl.:hﬂs; httle medical care .., €ndugh
stuff, in other words, for anather comics serids.. but let's not get begged down by the
bummed -behind -barbed-wire materal Cayse, anyway, somé t:l-.in%-s have improved
with tmé and pressure.. water, for f:s.AmpLe, .5_%‘3@ réadil vailable .. writing
mplements are allowed, newspapers, too .. and in Ock *91 —thiree and a_half years

ter AnsarTIL opened for busingss —regular family wvisrts were arranged. In the mean-

time, the prison eéxpanded to keep up with the growing number of itfada Arcests.
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2 0 ] spoke
S digr who told mg thas

"1 was o the

ﬁ Tirat gection Sec-
tian A Afber ten

days the section

WAS tull Uhea

manth laker

i ﬂ'lv.‘."H built Seckion f

B and a month A g "1 was i Section
after that Sec- o 5 H subsection 2

L, - L - = ] e
tion L. The N Subsection £ was

et Time | was &
arvesked, in Jan %)
b Fa0, Ansacll
seemed like a
city to me y

divided into four i
units. Each umik L
had thrae tents
with 25 pecple to
A tent




S i |
o

- P T — i i

< S o
S = ;lﬁl" - -
s N :
e
<] “Out of the five subsections, two
< were called cages. Each unit in a cage

.4 was Surrounded by prefabricated cement
1“ wallg, with an '-rb.:l'Fa'- nek an top. A

] E
oo prIEANEr i A Cage would seg nothan
-}: o

£ three tents, the walls, and the sky.
] The cages were uged to isolate leaders
L and acbiviats

" wle commumicatad B
B with other sec-
iy brons lﬁl_:.j throwing §
B messagis ted
to stones ar

i pieces of dried
il bread, Thwse

B were called ‘post-
ol balis o the Tax!

SR\ A ..
- “In the Fest -\.‘I-allj.ﬁ
h, " wit Jidn't e

. = W argan za-
ﬁ: a t'-ﬂll:ll'u 'w% wanted
B T order Our first
d:T;I.1l\.'|.'.|‘i'E-5- L 1Y
forming one line [§
for the W.C

“Being stuck in a yard
with gﬂﬂﬂu 5 mght

seam ke I ta Some
people, with anly three
tioslets and hot water
ance @very three wiehs
We wire in charge of
e disDribubing our food

ot - ourselves, and there was
only one plate for every four detainess

&0 w? had o be Dr#.‘lmz?d wig formed
committess Lo DAL thise l;.h.:ngs._"

4 A couple aﬁ
1 examples of how
these commttess
guncCion mignt
ove instructive,
and naturally
My Ears pricked
up when
Mahammad men-
tioned something
called “the tea
commyties




SONETE wWiork
g w the kikchen
wiondlcd b iy thie
3 an & bag pat
The tea corvmut
ree had o make
sure that dis
b= sk s -\.'."f Che
EEd wWids T3W S0
thakt no o Com-

was served hot

plaimed and fast, o
=3 that the tea I\‘:_:a”‘«

o B

a5 FDF n.":dnfgrl"lﬂ Ackivibies

it

"I w wanked to gakher
for a talk, the educatsaon
committer wold decide on
f hie -_upt-‘.,ll-w*.':-_ whitch £enit
and how many people
could aktend & e
people would b2 sent to

2widlke along the barbtsd wre

the guards elsew

to bake the abtentwon of
here, W held lectoures on

'-““-"-J':“"‘H- |_1|1||-\,_'I.5|_'\.|'+1|:| Emsrein, e bréak-up

of the Sowiek Lh

TEny

”

i

ﬂaa Cea o
mibtee sereed
EVETLIONE ONCE,
and then begank
Serwing from
1 the ;_'u:"'ﬂlr"-.u'lq_]
of the ling
{ again wrbil the
lgttover wiid
i gone The ea
miomitor in the
tent would take
note of who s
w2k i lend Tor
J teéa S50 hat he

wiould be r.n + o
s2rved next

WS A prob
lem thig moment
o Stark
goafing with
Fawniss, Hrison
= 8 srmall w.nt::l i
wherg a cup of |
t2a 15 sovmid-
Ching, 2 peece
of :'u_'ljl.'- [EoRec N
ti'u:':!:'l.'

“Twica [ lectured
an bhe Israeli |
peACE Mo

; EY
S’ Thdre witre
Acourses in Enghsh
and Heborew. Ln
thiree months
14 PETSINE WETE
Laught how to
read.”




“Ansar is aur uni-
versity,” a student:
in Bethlehem once
told me, and hé

added a story 50 §
tidy I chalked it Eigacs

wp™ o Apocrypha %
LBE v Moy % R, S, “The play was
A B Leit LI:I']HTE:'ﬂtH o ) : £ E| J under threg tents

ressor was sent B B o we had jomed to- b
Eﬂmﬁ&rﬂ a-ﬂ‘d il'-l ” ] f I:]F;.'éwl- AL the

~ 5 f Ergl, VT o

Faund himself in the | § N 2 clappad, 3hd
gamé tent 25 50m¢ ‘ >, B _ f| the soldiers
;]1'-' Ris studenfs— PR W ' 4 o fred tear gas

sp he contmued his §
COUrs® and even §
agministered an
gxdm.

e
Pesides lectures
and studies, Yusef
Said, prisaners put
an skits thae
dermonstrated

Israsli interro-
qatjon methogs
Snd on oné occa-
Sion & play that
dramatized the
death of a Files-
£inian in custcldH..

e 1:.-"“} j"fﬁ

. 2
]
e i .

All the actiwmtes and organ tatignal structurés meéntioned here, as well 3s_prisoner
disciphing, wére controlled ?" palitical commitlees réprésénting the Various factens
of the PLO - Fateh, the

bpular Front, the Pemocratic Front, the Communists, etc.

=

: - '\-g:_ : 4
Everny new pris-
A oner entering
the compound
had to affiliate
himzel with a
f.:li:tlﬂf'l = nigit ar
# political reasons,

' %Lﬁl"“ﬂ“ ot

% i not imghy ko=
he was a member™ Rl -

it of that group
__ but he had o
answer to the
group for certaim
rezpongsibilities,
el and the group
e became rézpon- [
—{ sible for s e
rights and duties | ==

o i :
: e i e

Mo one was alicwed o speak to new prig-

= aners whien they came in, S0 therg would be
: o i .'.Ié.:e;‘l.hn:rn of recruiting. The prisangr

would be taken to a tent where a commit- Bl

e | tee of four would ask him o choose 4 pol- B

o itical faction. The anly disadvantage to this

A system was that it Wk highhby centralized,




The extent of prisoner solidarity, des-
pite diverse political views, is wel|l dem-
onstrated by an &vent that took place
garly in the history of AnsarIl .

“I nid the newspaper
arnad ook £ ko a

= friend from Jinm who
) ’_‘_H_‘ could read Hebrew

when he read & he

began crying 3
i

-I'-HE}" FE

R-ILLE
[b]

“1 wiorked i b
kikchen with
three others. wWe
used ©o take
the rubbish

d from the kitchen B
0 durnp wikh
the saldiers
rubbish, and I
found a Hebrew
NEWSDAREr in
thare

* Aby Jibad [(Khall Al-wWazie) - tformed the
I t Palesiinean vl iondan grimip Fatel sith Iz
s closg friend Yasser Arafab Asgasgonalipd Dy
-\. Israel commandors m hana, Al o, BEg ke
“Arafal i of hie

As part of the kiechen staff
distributing food, ”mﬁejl‘ helped
spread the NEws, which Was
ilready six days ald..

o) - ;
L AR ;/J“

i ¥
£y

Aby Jihad belong-
ed tp Fateh, but
the other factswons
wanted to cemmem-
orate hwm, Loo
Section A's pol-
~:|cid§u"1mlm-€
des: to pay
tribute to him the
next mMormmg.-

e spoke itk
prsoners and
Arold them what
wi had |earned
oo Blowlyy, Sll.:lh'lu E
So et 1o start

e werent allowed e
Wit ches, 50 we

decided to leawe
our tents durin 5
prayers . Afrer fhe |
third Allah Agbar
all of us went out
% and stood i line

g F|_1|' ane rmenuite




"Tha admimistra-
Lion wAas very mer
vous. A ot of sol- |
digrs appeared
with automatic
wiapang,. Tanks
started up, send-
N sadnd L Jo s
They ordersd ug B
9 over loudspeakers [L35
‘A to get into our
tmi:‘-. Then trey
skarted shootn
in tha sky and P
thisaing ‘%'.‘ar' gas g
The prisoners  fo
sarted I:|‘r‘:ih'||15
stones, Cher
shoeg In the
Kitchen we were [0 g
thrvwing omions. | g9
It was an halp- J25% 8
o~ T 5-:;"11:' %E

F,r:ﬂ;:-n-e'r:. wWere r

wiarided by
rublber balléts,
N bt £he Isragls
received our
message

.-
; i
"
W M
P

“If you want to achieve
samething, you have to
ks ok far Lo Can
push the authorities [f
wi sharbed 5||\‘I}Ir]:'l1k
nationalistic o

= songs, for exampae, the

___ -_-:u;h-:i?:_l"_-i wire authomzed

"o tell us to stop

Aol
&Y

v

4‘__?,:.

(XK

>
", y i) o e, ol s
R, -5 A
. o ik il A
L Ly ]
i
5 e

: ; 4
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“usually :
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according to Mohammed..
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"l;__}cl:hnﬂ o g
the quaids ignk
#’:h} much 3 Wiy of |
2dSig o 1l ione
W want to !
caunteract tha
polcy of mecraik-
ing Israelhs to
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“Look at how 1T woedks, 1l
thiz fucking Israeli
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and this kind of

1 thing croubled the
Teraglhs, toa 5O in'

1 the gaver nment

I-Nne.jll iI'FL'jIE'EI:L
chat Shin Bet officers
~ongistently had lied
in court By denying
1 theyd extracted
A confessions through
physical force.. and,
incidentally, the reperC
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Make no mistake,
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= ed in ghe samg
| sweep that gox
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And shﬁ:'-F 15 where [Fhassans
story starts. where stories
ke this always start..
when peéople are asleep..

And then the door Jets
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“1 getup [ found kthem ingde the house About 12 to |5 soldiers and policemen and two
Sfcunl:lj MEDN. s = T
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0 T!I""E.':J b]r'ldfﬂldr.‘d me, tjed miy handsg 'r:h.l'h-
plastic, and put me on the litchen floor
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YO SHOULDNT SAY SUCH CAPECTED

THINGS, THE WAT YOU'VE HNG
’ OF BELOMGING
ENTEREP MY HOME. T TO AN ILLEGAL
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“They pulled me into a police station...
TI'\E'H untied the bBlindfold and the plastic
around My Wrists r

“After more photos they took me to a
police |:||r1||:J— o gre:
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very tight, my lefe hand to
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the char b

“Atter six or Seven hours

T

YoOuRE SUSPECTEDR
OF BELONGING TO
aM ILLEGAL
DRGAMIZATION.
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policeman came for mé.



I POMT KW
wWHAT TOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT
[ NOT A MEM-

BER OF AMTTHINL.

I PONT HAVE

ANYTHING To
Say

IF Yol
WAMT To
COMFESS,
kA, I.F'I
NOT, WELL
DO SOME-
THIMG ELSE.

"After ore or two hours, a
policeman came far me.

“1 was m a cell with a
dirty toilet. I had to eat
and drinks quickly. [ had
an €49, four PlEces Erf bl!‘fﬂd,
a bit of gogurt, and 2
piece of temato. After 10
ar 15 minutes, the police-
man returned.
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Pﬂ'quE Comend and ‘qr.'lfr'rﬂ
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“Ong gime 1 heard Tapes were plagn “They played theee
someone talking. 1 fele E'ﬂrﬁ speakers. ven) Iﬂd or +'._-..‘.'_|i.-P-;.;‘j5=.-fl;,t,.e5, the
oncg the polic come [l Hebrew songs, English, [l same songs, 14 hours
and 'wk someone some Araby

] k24

ARE You 3 R "l Afcer about 30 heunsl ¢ T Felt this time
READY TO fily ] from my arrese, the theyll take me
Talk NOW? ; ; ' pohce came for me. LB
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" They ook the sack @ hands were Wl "1 was taken ko a2 : THATS
iy b ad -:l'-l-r'-tf_ swoilen, The color of W court. My [y was WWE BELIEVE THE HOT TRUE
untied me and left mell my skn was reddish W eresent Gut I wasn't WSUSPECT BELoMGs JWHAT B
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PHOMING THE TERRDRiST [l OTHER RELATIVES OF the list himself HMORE DAYS
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wWE EoUND THIS LIST OF WOREK ... A HOSPITAL .. ADDITIONAL
PHONE MUMBERS HUMBERS OF MY [t | i, EVIDEMNCE
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Lip EXTENMD CusTORY
Ak ADBITIONAL ELGUT
paqS FROM THE INIT-
AL 48-HOUR FERIOM

"1 describpd ehi
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L room -
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Y1 wam v A difFerent
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ShEber fou days wikh
out. sleep, 1 began o
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WHERE 0
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“Afber four d-lH:: {l'lE'H
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HE HAS LOW BLOOD
FRESSURE. YOuU SHOWLE
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Him WHRISETS,
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plaskic even more




“Then [ stopped +-:"E||'.‘-_|_1
pain iiffand-hﬂ-sr:wu'

“AE First ik seemed 1 “Later I think it was @" The interrogacions
was being mtervgated fevery 24 to 30 hours lasted one Mauke, W0
mry-Beven Tt 1 THisiK You SHOULE ATeR OO M.
s COMFESS WE WAVE MALL io Howes, four oune.
TELL U5 THE IHFoRHATION WE 1 T WHAT B0
ABOWLT NEED ALREADY TUST You FEEL
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FikTiLy

FikF # YouR I DONT BOLDOMG
G A M T ATION TO ARy ORGAR-
POESH T SAFPPORT VEATION
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"He punched me with bis
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JBUT WELL HAME DR EY-
IDERCE IF Yody GRAMT LS

¢ was hallucmatng [
was in 3 big cell

TOUR HOMOR, THEEE 15
MO EVIPENCE. THE ChaT
SHOULD RELEASE ™7
CLUENT IMMEMATELY
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Fou I THiS CELL W0 KE
A PROFESSIONAM FAM

BUT Yo' RE NOT COOP-
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i Ol
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bptker Do ik Thet e wWis
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AMITHING TD TELL
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ST was WETW | VETY ol
On the 126k day, the
might of the Feb. 4
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“After dmur ar Five hiwurs
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a bath
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HERE'S S0OME CLOTHES _
time Td wasdved n |5

FROM Y0UR FARLY,
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Three Kiryar Arba residents were
lightly injured and four Hebrag Ar-
abs crtically, seriously, and lightly

Urt in. an incident yesterday
afternonn.

A group of Jewish families, mem-
bers of the Kach-affiliated Commit-
tee for Safety on the Roads were
patroliing in the Harat a-Sheikh sec.
tEon of Hebron, when they were at-
tacked by severa) hundred Arabs,
They said they were pelted with rocks
and bodtles from rocftops and alleys,

Two children and 5 WONTIAN weTe
ifjured.

Seven hurt in Hebron shooting incident

Two escape, ihie settiers fired in
the aie, and when that had po effect,
they said they fired a1 the legs of the
rock-throwers,

Last night, four wounded Arahs
were brought to Mokassad Hosgiital
in East Jerusalem. One, the hospital
reported, was in critical condition
with a bullet wound in the abdamen,
Two others were senously wounded
in the head and chest, and 2 ikird
lightly wounded in the leg.

The IDF relayed a report on the
incident to the Hebron palice, who
have opensd an investigation.

The Commitiee for Salely an ihe
Boads said it would confinue o pa-
tral Arab neighborhobds which
Jews have previously preferred mor
b enter.

On Friday, some 150 settlers from
Kiryat Arba and Hebron had
blocked the road 1g Kirvat Arhg
where it passes through the Tark
section af Hebron, They »:Jurgrrg-»
that cars and buses were constaptly
being stomed there, ;

After two howrs, (he 1DF con-
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ed his permit by Scratching off a zero, “He
does it becAuse he must work,” someane
explains, “The Israelis take so long to renew
s papers ... Nuseirat camp, the Gz
Strip, Wen t 40 percent, & _job in
Isvael is a prized thing even though

the average daily wage for F'.:HEStm.._J.n_'
warkers s _just $10, even it transporiatioy
o work. Costs more than half that, éven
F it méans four hours travelling time (o
and from Tel Avw every day.. This guys
3 |ucky one, too, he works, he teaches
lacaliy. 3ver in Khan Youws... What's his name
agains Masud? Masud, Masud who teaches
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' Khan Younis.. He tells me why the schaal,
twd schools, Were closed in Nuseirat yes
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he says, “two Thursdays in 2 Fow, © park
mear the school, Its & prowecaton
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in with tear gas, shooting rubber and lve

where he teaches, an gight year old, was
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= head .. The Faza strip lotks or ks
gét shot here..in 89 for example, of
3379 live-round casualties 1500 were
children under 15, 33 were five years old
ar dounder.. Masad, though, dogsnt seem
foo bitfer. So, does he have hopes tor

byllets.” Once, Masud says, 2 student
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peace with Israel? "Wa” he says,“I have no
hope. Things wort change " But that seems

almast beside the point 10 Masud. “We
Arabg hawe tried nationalism, " he says,
“but what the paople must do s return Lo
their Muslim roots. fundamentalism is on
the rise and that’s a good thing. Now it is
the turn of Lslam.” The turn of [slam?

Fundamentalism £ Thats the cue for al
trug whice meén o form a perimater

| £he women and children /., But
Masuds brand of fundamentalism doesnt
Spund ke the militancy of Hamas, the.
resistance movement which eémphasizés 2 forge
ful iberation of Falesting as it moves to
Tslamize Falestinian society. And someone —

his name is Ibrahim, and this is his room, 1
take ik, his couch —says hg behéves in

the armed strugde 3
only understand force, he says. How ¢ What
force? "There are ways. So far it's been
stones, but there aré quns " Yes yes, Tve
heard this beforg, Falestimans stewing m
rooms like this one raising a finger 0

allvight. “The Israels

warning and the specter of shoating
Israeliz... The intifada thusfar, they say,
has been an exércise in restraint.. But the
Israelis are exponentially more powerful
than the Falestinians, ddes Ibrahim expect
a hand (or a tank corps) from the Arab
states? "The other Arabs are warthless,
he Ea.n_-ji-."Tl'lEEi-"E talk £alk talk Where was




Qaddafi during the Guif War? Only

{brahims on a rell now about Falestinian
military prowess, his commando raid To

Ten... Did I hear about the shebab who
seized thé :
run attacking [sraeh positions until 2

Saddam Hussein attacked Israel He kept
his word. Was heé a man or was he 3 man?

bus and made a seven-Kilometer

| |nelicopter got them? And what about Laila
Khaled?! A"PFLP gquerilla, she helped hijack
those airliners £ .IurdaF, the ungﬁ blm;ﬂ
up after being émptied of passengers and
:wa... g § dnn'?: agree H.‘ﬂf thosé tacties,
says 4 man with 3 beard, “They didnt get
us angwhierg,” And Masud, the fundamen-
talist, agrees.. Frobably theyve talked this

-

throuah 2 hundred times before in
Nuseirat, in other camps, in villages and
towns, m rooms just like this one, with
the tea coming dnd coming, year arcer
gar.. And if was a Yyaung man
iiluseirat, marmi2d, with heborm bab_-gp
and one of the [ucky ones, tog with 3

raving, Killing 15, and he wasnt under orders
from Fateh or the PFLP or Hamas, hiz was a
personal explosion, magbe hed been dwelling
on his best meénd, whose spine had begn
cut thiough by an Isaaeli bullet... And some.
ong asks Mme what Americans think of Falestin-
ians, and L ry to answer, throwing n that
£he killing of collaborators hasn't Jone aver

job, who forced an Israelh bus inko d

1 ey
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Too well, From mid 90 to mid 9 83 alleged |
collaborators werg killed in Gaza by other
Palestinians, which i morg than tw dnd &
half times t{hﬁsﬂ killed he;-: Israeli secur-
it g5 n the same periad..And [brahim
5?5?& doesnit care about American public
opinson, he says, “We cant have these collab-
orators among us, ASSassinating us, telkng

the Israelis what they knaw, and some-
one else says before the intifada the
collaborators d4id as they pleased, now
theyre paying, he says maube ten have
been killed n Nuseirat., and someone
recalls ane collaborator being shoved down
a street, the people beatnd tvm with
their shoes, then a couple’af cars dove

Al

T N &

up with members of the Unified Leadership | §

and Hamas, they took hm to an orange
grove and killed him. And they say some-

fimes the suspects confession s taped and |

then played in cassette shops for every-
one to héar and, yes, they admit some
suspects may be tortured, bul Ibrahjm
says, wWe hae no_jails, no mprsonment
There 15 no other Wiy to deal with

these people. |
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mongy 1o e :

da aﬂij‘tlmnj
for them...
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’fuuT THE ABILITY,
WE WANT TO START
A WOCATIONAL PEO-
GRAM... WE WANT TQ

o

_.

doesnt hase -
the resources .,'EJ:ER"E:HEP. OMES Aﬁ;ﬂﬁgﬁﬁw
ke tj-_\El"ES (N THE Hﬁ?ﬂ% COMFRINITY
no end SCHOOLS = 3
2 SREED T
|dE35tt;2 Te) THIS e
help - P e LSO,
. i HAVE T3
ids EDUCATE THE
COMMLIN TY ABOUT
THE HANDICAPPEDR ‘WE

HAYE TD CHANGE THEWR
ATTITUDES. A GOOD WAy
5 TO SHOW BY EXAMPLE:
g, HERE 15 A HANDICAPPED
A, FERSOM, SEE WHAT
b, HE CAN DO...




Sameh talks of develog:

x velo

i professional p rmfmﬂ
herg, but Ive been told
that certain of the centers
directors owe their pog;-
Tions Mo taprhj&ismar
ualitications, but tofac-
tional loyalties Fateh, the |,
ﬂﬂur[t'_ﬁﬂ.nd{ﬁdt imolved |
only after the center had fb
already established itself |3
and now enjeus the PR &
mn;l_r.:l'l'alt a.sgql:cu.ihan
with A S4Coes program
whil@ ka.'diﬂtﬂr!.ﬂl'n
promised material support

In addition &
ghose problems,
Sameh admies
faat neicher he
mar the teadners
are profession-
ally Lrained o
hﬁr‘k with the
handicapped..
he Wants train
|ﬂﬂ... i 'i:a'-"':t' b
UNRWA had just
naminated
o Bedhlehem

opin Skills for
% oo Lisrhing
with fersons  L208
with Disabiiies.. o
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Sell, Sameh dreams about
-F;-Lrﬂ-\Er'.'n‘g his education..

e o L WANT T
' aET AMOTH
MASTERS PESREE  waTionALITY £
o L WANT T I CAN o
STuDY M EUROTE TRAVEL
WHERE THEY D FREELY
HANE AND COME Anp
ERSTANDING  WORK IN PALES-
= 4 TINE WiTH A0

1o | o send someane
havE thf.;,r Suwé{} or three Jears..

FROBLEM...




Im hl.-nl.;.nﬂ fast. &
snapping mental
pictures and think- §
ng, Thisll make
a great couple of
195 in the comi
3 weird segne
of a pitching €ar
wtith the ramn
gang _htm'rE ntid
whileg -b'.‘ll'l'lul":l"l strains B
to sl OvEr s B
zhoulder into the
dark and fumbles
with The 9ears 1o
hack us ouk of an-
other washed-out
path.. and cthats @
me NExt tohim and B
this is my NAppiest
mament.. L vé made
L. gou understand,
Tve come hundreds
I:‘t: r“1-||E:i wid F'ﬂ.r‘lfﬁ
and buses and tans
to be precisely here: ¥
Tabalia, the must-see =
refugee camp of the e
Gaia Stp, the ¥
intifadas groun
- ero, A Disnesland of [RErtees
refuse and squalor.. [Easa gin i
andherelam,bm_dq- : I
ing up Elj.:?-inﬂt the :mﬁ WK ol R R

cartpomist who h
changad his clothes F
in days, whos stepped;
aver & few dead rats |
and shivered from thelis,

~ald, whos bullshicted oo 7
with the boys and #
aodded knowingly at
their horrible narra-
‘tluﬂ:'r..,f!.-‘ld [m ?I.Hl.'.hl.ﬂﬂ
muselr in .&ar n the BR
dark in 2 flood, 3iddy fox g
am the ferecic out- ¥
side, thinking, =~ [hraw
. at me, baby, I can
cake it, " but Ive goc
Lhe window rolled wp
tnsht "
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I love hﬁ'?mﬂ aut wich the guys in -
gsting, making gritcy and matter-of-

-Fau:':'. induiries about beatwgs Ang
ses ‘and what have you...
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batﬂtﬁ wikh i‘“_ alesting
coldiers. el . _ : B stuff — fim of
wounde B o PLO _-ZluEr'ﬁlla,_:
ths o i : i : £raining and
ki B come HTV-style
B anthems — We
f gec to 2 home
Qyideo,. 2 burial

INTIFADA, 1 A : ' of 4 auth.._has
ALrOST QuiT BE- B o just boeen shot
cauSE OF THAT . dead in A clash
h!F*EIM':’EF. _ o Ehe Mourners
e are q}qick...
tense.. they're
on the lookout
. Some Palestn-

Weuk, the in

Famous ,L jans are convinced

enat |.1’f sonduers the Israelis use

beatm,g Akd the bodies of the

..-:MP:E ﬂ'F s Fajlen shebab as

kheyd just a sourcé of hu-
man Organs.. its

yrrested, meth-

odically break- erky footade.

hand-held... theyrg

ing their 4ms :
Tve read akout {tense hawe I sad
tys, i NEVET 'Eh:}lt; w3.££i|1.r1ﬂ. Sl
seen ﬁ'ﬂf{: oes for soldiers, afraid

o o | zpldiers will come.
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Early the next rr'armnﬂ.é'.lmeh heads

in the center I uzually go with
. but ot today. I tel him I want
ko sleep in, 1 4ell hum 1 want to
catch wp on My journal..

Later Samehs brother and hi
T vant to watch +.Iu=:1 ".Edgé‘ o

an,

pal stop by to see  f

I can count my

'Eif-'{ﬂiﬂ Id

the wounds | 2k Ehe IJI.IT'I:-L

.:ir'ld bload, _,thg_ |'r"-|-"‘l~|"-_nE""-

i wnch | the arm-
102, and | shapping:
| oaeets | theyre
7 gasier to |
stomach !
1cie second |
FuvlE Around..

wort
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k ré.clnil'i"-h
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¢ skl {enst
o

H uou cn re-

T'-':-:‘Id o
wateh it
over; elim-
inate al|
SUCPrises
its easier |

i Hﬂu. can
§ s1p ted,
_w-jd:iu'wE
Sgan ic
befare,
&Du Ko

Fhe sal-
A diers wont |5
come.- i
o Ejaranteed.ﬂ

Bl oG

Arabic on my fingers and toes, I cant
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A few d?s

= |later I did,
gt
toget
mﬂ‘: cartoon-
ist and a
guide..
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= wank r-rl'li.f.'.
S| s ghat,




a memg was circdlated bl (—no mare friends to |I'|-3-ﬂ_-§| out

o 5 rghabilitation center [ll| at the office; no mare serv- |-
e A — Py~ where Sameh works as 2l ing friends tea: no mare
’ I_._-r'."'.l“'x_ - sacial worlgr., lpaving early to show friends |-

aroung the camp--
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[ [c5 an office poltics thing, these
| things happen ewergwhere. “Frob-
ably its'been bréuing for some

-

o ST
- mqght be demuﬁd 3
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et ,-...-._.___:E-_F =
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-E:_:. well, think how 1 feel
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-’FM Hatam 5|5‘$| the EJ[-tlca.l hr-l-"_'gﬂ.ﬂE ot fraac
First person Ki illed I.-.he nti- B \ritten on-the grave in_his |
fada. _—— e B blood and Ja.hq_,_*emd over [
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ey : o= WY Sameh ghoos the kids out of I -
. the way, 1 wast the kids & L

the phote, but atyway-

The old man begins, putting himself back in Gime, and the
First words Sameh prans|Stés are

q a4 second iafErview l.-l:i_:;i"l- Ay
A aid man, he escaped fo 414
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"The Jews came a2t night and

Ehg farmg, |an

" The British avthoricies gave |
.:I!emclisngd houzes whild peaple
were slegping me.-n... M people kilied in ths wa

them ouns. for us, we had no
|'|ﬂht “to hawe quns. when tha
Tiws atcadeed 3 Palestinian
village 1w the night_. we couldat B

o angting Sboet &

l

“ They used to come with Juns,

dug T . - u i had to szl
; Jewish settlement w A that Eime we e ;
hﬂlihcd and Etp.;gr;lfe Eﬂﬁ our clothes fo buay Quns. Wk the [rgun" and blindfold
kilied, asked the British™ duthontics Piople "and take them. Many
3 to give uE Guns, bt théy gave people werg kidnapped.. ©
ws just four. inclading my Brothér-in-3w

. T o Ty
The Jews came and occ- W 4T Lalkead wath my wife, |f - The Jews bombed s
Whil wads prednant, Sae Four E_l_.g.ﬂ chg 3_.:-:,{-_5 Fan

afker us..

] “H arrést
pied the '--llf"ﬂf,aﬂd
g lefe pend  Wldays, Ihe'qup:-drl arn

everyone eft
 ding my father. who W veRised € (IR ue in
“ald“man and trucks.

was an @
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2o Back at Sameh s, anothier opportunity comes up
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1n a back [N
room There's §a
mySic, dolens

of boys and

a group of
shebab Arg
dancind...ts af

They paur it
on, s-.geatiﬂj
into tneir
ketfiyehs,
their stomps
resounding

over the
MuSic.,
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Afterwards, -;:Eugae want, to meet

e, kids want practisg their
F_r‘él.lsh ' ¥ 1

FalW 1N Py
HEART FOR THE
il DEATH OF MY S0M,
BT Wi MubT CEL-
ik, ERRATE Trild

) DCCASIoM ..

The party breaks up before the
gight dolock curféw.

i E. That was his teenaded son, |

1 killed by saldiers.

L HARE
|1 LESS, THEY
ARE PROHIBITED
Y THE UNIFIED

ﬁ LEADER-

SUCH
A CELEBRA"
TIOM 15
o LGLAAL .




We have an Eui:n'.i':ﬂ to klf
ard W spand it wich Samihs
farmly—res il mother, his

o and sisterin-law, 2
nephew, 3 Miece, an unmarrigd
sister.,

| His nephew is 15 years old and Samehs brgther is curigus..
has been shot Lwice in clashes

Buk were tired of talking about
claghes-.

His mother talks 2 litkle about
1946, but her sentences tradl
off, tears well up..

I IHC!NI}ER How
You'vE COME To Ear

E"E'E_Er::ﬂfw AND SLEEP MERE.
HOMES, Anp ARENT YoU AFRAID AFTER
FouLowep ABOUT U5

WS HERE

The niece i staring 3t me, She's [0 years old and fascinated
Sameh translates.

WHAT POES IS 0T
THE w.ﬂ.rEm‘\v;ETTER
TASTE LIKE 1M WATER
< COW- HERE DR
TRY? THERET

HAYE THE S0I-
{ DIERS AND THE

JEwWS ANp FATEH
AND THE FOPLLAR
A FRONT I YOUR A
LWy CounTRYZ AW

1 0o THE
WOMEN WEAR

PANTS DUTSIPE
A LIKE THEY PO

I EGHPT?



WiHEM [
WAS IN EGTPT,
1 54 SOLDIERS,
oo, DOW'T ol
HANE SOLPIERS
([ =y

TR 2

FEASTST PO YOU
AND GIVE MEAT

IF HE COMES
BACH M TwWd
HEARS, TOULL BE
A WOPAK, WIULD
Yow) FARRY
i 2

SLAUGHTER LAMBS

IYE HEARDP
CHRISTIANS EAT
SHAILS, PO TOU EAT
SHAILST WiHICH COUN-
TR HAS BETTER
Foop2

WHAT P
THE SOLPIERS PO
T THE PEQFLE 1M
JORIR COUNTRYS

oW HANE FATEH
AMD THE POPULAR
\ FRONT iM YOuR

YOuh HNE BROTHERS T
SISTERS? JusT THE
Twid OF YOuUT WHAT
15 HER MAMETD

LIKE THAT
IF 1 WERE
HER. PARENTS,
1 wiuLD Buy |
HER A <O
PUTER

I T wHEN L
ASKED NER
WHAT SHE WOULD
STUTH IF SHE GOES
TO UNIVERSITY
AND SHE SAIR, ’)
1 THE FOHR-
.‘, EIGHER ™




£ 1¢'s still raining and hail
B\ cant hear ourseles
it to et up--

na i The marnin
TFalk. e wa.Eg

g i

His AREA 15
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approaching Ratah..
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™ |40 somathing
Aahead The
blocked road
T | will prevent
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WE WEARE
SITTiMG HERE
WHEM THE
SOLDERS AT- &
TACKED O g5

"They were throwing gas.. sa
the chldren and old” people

The women went out, shoubin ng
|I:».e:arrhe sick .,

for help. All the peaple were
ruiing ouk, gakthering.. « o
nd sfongs at the soldiers..

"-|:fv:_5nu¢.||[::'~:ﬂt o _-;-Il b.;lxcrl'r;-_':_d-.*. ‘L - told my neighbors, 'IS'FI are You "My son Eas-el wanted to help
ncluding a fridge. They didn't g i Your house? The saldigrs tl‘lE people affacked by the tear
wank 1l 1j|:e|u-;. to enter. -Ee Carmng 0 take aur sons., gqa= HEP\-.EHL 7] ﬁb#i: Hp

’ '.-'UE Haui. u:l-::.tup t’hm ' soldiers were still oubside
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e [

-‘f.:..;._ A salder behind the barr ¢l ] 5w him fall, T was cutside. B3
<2 "“'r'- in the head.. ricade shot ll g T didnt. kiow which son it
& .I-\.\‘- :
By

“We followed him there.. The
seidiers stopped the car with
his father and siblings and

started to beat them.

“He was taken to the health
center and then to the hospital

in Khan Jounis.

“| van to him, but the neigh-
bors held me back..

“One of the Solders took 2
stone and threw it ak my leg
'E:.m_ I didnt FE‘EI' it becadse I
wanted to See my son.

"The soldiers stopp

 They forced them to remove 4
WS if, tog, and we were beaten

purning tire from the street. [he
broke Ty sons arm— the eldest
San.. s

l""rﬁg-;u:u:.--'-

L =8
i o Lad
"AE the hn-;F.{'al in Fhan Tounis

the doctors Sasd iy S0 wiald
be taken to a hospital in Israel

41 ent wWith the ambulance
ko the airport. We reached a
B checkpoint. The doctors said,

‘Wi ave an injured person, we

—

#The soldiers I'-l:{--;.n:l Tor um ta g

in dn ambulance. They Said th i
'.:le'd' take him in an dircrafe
from A setklemignt npar Khan




<4

“After half an hour they (et us ga_
@t s it S the wrordle-. place for the dircraftc

A=

| Ginle returned to the hospital | [
They tald us to goto ancther e

-
"He was uH-.r,:.l at la.m. and

wet didn'k him to the Lsrael
hospital wnkil |'I_|-|.1.|‘|1...

"W went back to the hospital, The
doctors decided +o take W to Jorgel
By Ambulance Why hadnt they
£AKER Fim dlrf:trﬂ;

*1 couldnt control mwjself at that

Mo dockors no one camé o
time. They took me back to (raza.

T ied afcer 45 hours..,
ask about him, I'Im_*-g ignared ws  ha

M
He Ea.d had no medical care..no
change of dressing... st owggen..

5 Torty howrs after he died, the
o soldiers camg ak right. They said
+ wi should qo to thé cemebfry,
f pst the family, At eignt u'clu?k

3 TI"""H put @ -:un'ﬁ_'_w on Ehe Caim
and mamy Soldiers were P&jl{'jmﬁf
Ardung tha SI'_"I'J'E'S-
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| § up and wend b?_ thp mar-|§ ﬁl‘:u}plE tlere |'.':I|:||-|!E'|:| arF mg st:r._qnﬂaj_ _.-""Fr

kek B0 get some rice for the W They knew Ahmed had just been i
shot, but they didn't want to tef|

wake of my uncle’s Son...
o : !‘ mig .-

™ 4T enter O UT went o my davghberin b

Bl ore wite i e Do on njared in A Clash at | She didrt wand o Sell me ang
L P o i AL the school . Two of my Sons went ] thing, and then she started

o that school.. Crgur&g. She said, ‘Abmed i5 in-

e AT : J\.-I':'l.' H

i
AL

| “We [eft to see him, It to
us &l bpm

“We went to the ial mkhan§l © They €old us the soldiers had
Younis, but we d.d-ﬁmd him ‘:;"“"E" him to an army hospital m
the —g Israel. [ couldnt control myself.

Q1 thought the same thing would
happen that happened to My son

“T asked agan the npxi Ll'aH
I went to #he direckor fo ks

o FE d shot fve bimes. . Il 7We wanked to Cake lm Eo Al-
He il been SOt fae Cimes Mak A s5ad hospetal in Jerusalpm
his feet and hands to lek me

1t fovehead the peck, the hosps

: ;.rrﬂ ﬂ']l_: heart, drad the cheek | but they refused.
e was sill alive... ) fake ™y Sorn...

' SR |

Ly
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"lWhen the Arab doctors saw
him, they ddvized ws not £0
take him. They kngw he would be
dead S0on, but they told ws it
Wids becadse £he was bad.

“My san, Ahmed's brother, went back
ko Gaza to det the ambulance and
doctors, And they returned when

ib was dark.. :

1 “He told me 1 had to bring Arab
doctors and An Ambulance to
Fake hi_rr1 . :

':I 4] .: A ] mﬂ

“At Lam the soldievs woke them
fo tell them Abmed bad died They
said thty would hrm_g them the

body

“That night...we left for Gata
Wi left E-M people ak the hos-
pital... They slept there.

" The tvig who bad been with
Anmed reached the Canp, T
told my son, Ahmed's brother

“In Rafah we hadnt received a

me call The solders put & cur
Few on the town. - so how was 1
going 1o go 4o the hospital ko see
My San? -

“They walked 10 kilometers
before they reached 4 petrol

station... and they had to wait
3 il 4 am. £o oross info AZd
bacause of the mght curfew.

e -

s = |

“My son didn't want to tell me | “My son and husband went o the
directhy He said, 'If hes dead, Jmilitary to get Ahmeds body. The
he's better off than us’ Nol' T Rsoldiers saud they woud bring him

za,d, and [ knew Ahmed was dead | 3t Sight o'clock.

“We wanted to buary b nest: i
nis brother, but thé solgiers [
rétused.. untd wWe phonpd a :
hwrman r-.-ﬂhts argameation n f
Jerusalem. They intervened on |
our behalf et :




" id] was like the one “Th ave us Tive minutes to wash ”

mﬁi’“ﬁf sﬁldrﬁs T:l-dn'l,- bring [§hum Hﬁxg.:-t some of the makerial ; ﬂ'-EH [aughed at me.

the body till 1a.m Only the ™ 1o covér hs body. I went &0 get .

family was allowed.. it, but the soldiers wouldnt 1€t _ g
Mg - ) y '

s: -
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