NEW YORKTIMES
BESTSELLCER






OTHER BOOKS BY JEFF KINNEY
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth

Diary of @ Wimpy Kid Do-lt-Yourself Book
The Wimpy Kid Movie Diary

COMING 500N
Diary of a Wimpy Kid &

TV

R *(-._J.
G







PUBLISHER’S NOTE: This is a work of fiction. Names,
characters, places, and incidents are either the product of the
author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and any resemblance
to actual persons, living or dead, business establishments, events, or
locales is entirely coincidental.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Kinney, Jeff.
Diary of a wimpy kid : dog days / by Jeff Kinney.
p. cm.

Summary: In the latest diary of middle-schooler Greg Heffley, he records his
attempts to spend his summer vacation sensibly indoors playing video games
and watching television, despite his mother’s other ideas.

ISBN 978-0-8109-8391-5 (Harry N. Abrams)

[1. Summer—Fiction. 2. Diaries—Fiction. 3. Humorous stories.] I. Title. II.
Title: Diary of a wimpy kid four.

P77.K6232Di 2009
[Fic]—dc22
2009024953
Wimpy Kid text and illustrations copyright © 2009 Wimpy Kid, Inc.
DIARY OF A WIMPY KID®, WIMPY KID™, and the Greg Heffley
design'" are
trademarks of Wimpy Kid, Inc. All rights reserved.

Book design by Jeff Kinney
Cover design by Chad W. Beckerman and Jeff Kinney

Published in 2009 by Amulet Books, an imprint of ABRAMS.
All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any

means, mechanical, electronic, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise, without written permission from the publisher. Amulet
Books and Amulet Paperbacks are registered trademarks of Harry
N. Abrams, Inc.

Amulet Books are available at special discounts when purchased in



quantity for premiums and promotions as well as fundraising or
educational use. Special editions can also be created to
specification. For details, contact
specialmarkets@abramsbooks.com or the address below.

ABRAMS

THE ART OF BOOKS SINCE 1249

115 West 18th Street
New York, NY 1001

www.abramsbooks.com


http://www.abramsbooks.com

TO JONATHAN







JUNE
Fr‘idni
For me, summer Vacation is basica.ﬂ)l a three-month

SuiH 'h“iP.

Just because the weather’s Fuce, wcr}'aw. echc*l's

ou to be outside all &“7 "-FrnlEckihsn or whatever.
Ahd if ?mu &ﬂhj‘l‘ SPEh:I- ﬂery 5gcah4 ou-rdoors,
Peo?le +h5hk -’rl-mre’s same-H-\ihS wrohg wH‘h ;{ou.
But the 4ruth is, The nlwnys been more of an
indoor person.

The way T like 4o s?ch& rny summer Vacation is in
front of the TV, Fla?zins video games with the
curtains closed and the liah-ts turned off.




Uhforﬁ'um'l'el?(, Moms idea of the ?erftc'l' Summer
vacation is different from mine.

Mom says its not “natural” for a kid 4o sta
indoors when it's sunny out. T +ell her +hat T'm
Just ‘I'r'}(}hs to protect my skin so T dont look
all wrihH?r when T'm old like her, but she doesnt

want to h:dr it.

Mom L’-EEFS ‘I"r"yihs to Se"r me to do Sarﬂt'i'}\ihg
outside, like go o +he pool. But T spent the
first part of the summer at m?' friend Rawleyjs
?oai, and that didnt work out so Sao&.



Rowle)z's fm.‘l}g belongs to a counvtry club, and
when school let out for the summer, we were

going there e\rery sihsla dn:/.

Then we made the mistake of inviting +his 3er
named Trista who Just moved into our MS}\borhm&.
) 'I"houaln'l' it would be r‘en";,f nice of us to share our
muh-h}; club |i{es+>zle with her. But five seconds
after we got to the ?ml , she met some lifesuu.r&
and forgot all about the 3y who invited her there.




The lesson T learned is that some ?mPle won+
+hink +wice about vsing you, ts?tcinll?z when
+heres a couh‘fr?( club involved.

Me and Rnwh}r were better off without a Sirl
hanging around, anyway. We're both bachelors a+
+he moment , and duf-'hs the summer its better
4o be unattached.

e B e A N
A few dn}/s ago T noticed the quan)t of service

at the cauh'l'r}; club was starting to go down a
li+tle. Like sometimes the temperature in +he
sauna was a few &esrtts oo ha-h and onhe time
+he ?mlsi&e waiter -Faraa—l' to put one of those
li+tle umbrellas in my fruit smoothie.



L re?ar'l'ed all rv?z comPlaih'I's ‘o Rawle?z’s dad.

But for some reason Mr. Jefferson never Fnssad

them on to the clubhouse manager.

Which is kind of weird. Tf i+ was me who was
Fd;,fihﬂ for a muh'l'r}; club mern{:ers}\a'? , T4 want
to make sure T was St'l"l‘ihg m?f MHEYJS worth.,

Ah?'waly, a little while later Raw'ley told me he
wash+ allowed to invite me to his pool anymore,
which is fine with ME. I*r-m much }mFPicr inside
my air-conditioned house, where T dont have +o
c}ner.k my sa&n can for bees EUE!"}( time I g0 to
+ake a SJP.



Saturda

Like T said, Mom km?s trying to get me 1o go to
the Fm! with her and my little brother, Md.hhy,
but the +hih3 iS5y my 'Fum'i}( belohgs to the TOWN
le, not the cauh#y club. And once )mu’ve tasted
the couh+r>' clob life, its hard +o 9P back +o be.'hg
an ardimr}i Joe at the town ?ml.
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Besides, last ?fEdl" T swore +o mysel{f that T
would never 9o back +o that Pldtt agaih, At the
town Pual ?’uu have 4o 90 ‘I‘hl“aush the locker
room before ?(ou can go swimihs, and that means
wnlkiha -I‘}\rauﬂ}\ +he shower area, where grown
men are sanPins down ria}'d' out in the opeh.



The first 4ime T walked 'l'hrous,h the men’s
locker room at the town pool was one of the

most travmatic Ex?erithces of my life.

Tm ?robaH;{ |uck7' T didn't 90 blind. Striuuslf,
I c.{oh"i' see w}\}( Mom and Dad {m'{‘:he.r‘ +o +r}'
and protect me from horror movies and stuff like
that if -l'}-\e?t‘re gohna expose me to suma-t‘hiha
about a +thousand +imes worse.

I r‘td."?! wislh Mom would S‘I‘aP dskihs me to go +o
the town ?ml, because e:‘urar?z +ime she does, i+
Fu'!'s imases in my mihcl -H\n'{‘ I'\n: been -I‘ryihs
hard 4o forgrl'.



Suh:l-ﬂ?(

Well, now Tm DEFINITELY staying indoors
for -‘I'}\e rest of "H‘\E‘. summer, Mom hnd a "house
rﬁl‘.ﬁ"ﬁh&u las+t hfalh-f and said money is +i3¥1+ this
r}(m:l.r' and we cant afford +o 9o +ta ‘H‘w bmc]ﬁ,
which means no -Fnr-il.;; vacation.

THAT r‘tall‘}( stinks. T was dut‘l'ud"?( Imkihs
FORWARD +o saihs to the beach this summer.
Mot becavse T like the ocean and the sand and
all of that, becavse T dont. T realized a |uh3
time ago that all the world’s fish and turtles and
whales g0 o the bathroom rishl‘ there in the
oceah. Ahd I seem to be ‘ﬂ'\e nh17‘ person who's

bothered b?r +his.




I""I.); brother Rodrick likes 4o +ease me becauvse he
+hinks I'h afraid of the waves. But I,l'ﬁ +El|.|'hs
?(ou, +hats not it at all.
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Ah?(wn}(, T was lonkfhs forward +o going to +he
beach because Tm ﬁmlly fall enough +o go on the
Cranium Shaker, which is this really awesome ride
thats on the boardwalk. Rodrick’s been on +he
Cranium Shaker at least a hundred times, and he

says. you can+t call yaursazl{: a manh until you ride i+,




Mom said m?!bt if we "save our ?EHHEES“ we can go
back +o the beach next Pﬂmr. Then she said wed

still do a lot of fun stuff as a -Fam'lf and one c{d.}z
we |l look back on +his as +he “best summer ever.”

Well, now T Dhl?! have 4wo things 4o look forward
to this summer. One is my bi!"‘fhdd?‘, and the
other is when the last “Li'l Cutie" comic runs in
the paper. T dont know if T ever mentioned
this before, but "Li'l Cutie” is the worst comic
ever. lo give ?’au an idea of what T'm +d'|kih3
d{:-au'i‘, -’hereis whn-’r ran in 'ﬂm paper +O&d.}( —

Daddy, is rain just God sweating?




But here’s the +lnih5: Even +hou3}-. T hate "Ll
Cutie,” T cant stop rH?’SEi'F from rendihﬂ it, and
Dad cant, either. T guess we just like seeing
how bad i+ is.

“Li'l Cutie” has been around for at leas+ 'l'hu'r-ty
?raa.r's " and its written f:?' this 3”}" named Bob
Post. TVve heard Li'l Cutie is based on Bob’s son
when he was a little kid.




But T guess. now +hat the real Li'l Cutie is all
grown up, his dad’s hnvihﬂ trouble coming vp with

new material.

A mu?le: of weeks ago +he newspaper anhouhced
that Bob Post is retiring and the final “Lil Cutie”
is gonna be printed in August. Ever since then me
and Dad have been muh-ﬁhg down the -:In?'s until
the last comic runs.

When the last “Lil Cutie” comes out, me and Dad
will have +o +hrow a ?ar'-l?z, because s::m-fhihS like

‘|+m‘|' &\ESEWES a serious celebration.



T“".uhdu?x

Even though me and Dad see eye o eye on L
Cutie,” there are still a lot of ﬂ'\l‘hﬂs we butt
heads over. The b.’a issue between us rr'&'h-b how i§
rv-.f slee.P schedule. Pur.’hs +he summer T like 4o
s-l'u}; up all hiah-l' wn‘l’thina TV or ?lo.?ﬂing video
games and then sleep ‘!'l'ﬂ'ou&:!‘\ the morhing. But

Dad gets kind of cmbbf if Tm still in bed when
he sﬁs l‘\nme from work.
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La-’rel?', Dad’s been cnll.‘ns me at hoon to make sure
Tm not still qslr.e?. Soe T kce? a Pha'ru: b}t my bed

and use Py best wide-awake voice when he calls.

I. think Dad's Jmlcus because }\r. has +o 90 +o
work while the rest of us get to kick back and
take it ens?r ﬂer‘y &n};.



But if 1'\&‘5 gohha be all Srum‘)?‘ about it = 1'1.9.
should just become a teacher or a snowplow
driver or have one of those Jobs where )(c.-u get
to take summers off.

Moms not reull.)z helPing, improve Dad's mood,
ef'ﬂﬂer. 5}1& calls Hm at wo'rk about five +imes a
da}; with uPda.-h:s on e"ftr}t-l'hihs +hats saihs on

around the house.

GUESS WHAT MANNY
DID IN THE POTTY
TODAY? GUESS! GUESS!

'Fuesda.)r

Dad 9ot Mom a new camera for Mother's Pa?e,
and lately she’s been +nkih3 lots of pictures. i
+hink it's becauvse she feels suiH}e about not
keePihs vp oh +he -quily ?hu-l'o albums.



When my older brother, Rodrick, was a bubf,
Mom was ‘l’o‘l'nllf on top of ‘l'}\-'hﬂs.

Koboom !

Once T came nlahs g quess Mom got bus?r, 50
from that point on there are a lot of 9aps in
our official famﬂy his-l'ar?'.



I‘W. learned +hu.+ ?}mi‘o albums arent an accurate
record of what haP?ehed n your life, anyway.
Last year when we were at the beach, Mom
bo:.rgl'\'i' a bunch of «Fﬁhc}( seashells at a Shr‘l' Sho?,
and later on T saw her {Jut}( them in +the sand

for Mnhh?’ to “discover.



Well, T wish T didn+t see that, because it made
me re-evalvate my whole childhood.

WW%M@&'

T"d“}' Mom said T was luok-’ha 5}‘“33?’: so she
told me she was 't'akiha me to get a haircut.



But T never wouldve nsrud to get my hair cut if
T knew that Mom was +nkih5 me to Bombshells
Bmuv Salon, which is where Mom and Gramma

get THEIR hair cwt.

T Kave to say, -I'hnus}-\ , the whole 5&-1017 salon
P.v:?tr'ithr.t wash + ‘l'}wd' bdd. First of all, ‘1"‘1&71
have TVs all over the Pld.ct, S0 you can watch a
show while yau're wartihg to get ?laur hair cut.

Second, they have lots of +abloids, +hose hewspapers

ou see in the checkout lines at grocery stores. Mom
says +abloids are full of lies, but T +hink theres
some rmll?t impor-tant stuff in those ﬂuhg_s.



Miracle Pill to
Make You
07% Smarter

Gramma is n|wn?(5 buyihg tabloids, even %wsh
Mom doesnt approve. A few weeks ago Gramma

wash+ answering her Phnhe., so Mom got worried

and drove over to Grammas to see if s'ne was OK.

Gramma was fine ) but she wash+ ?ickihs vp }\:r

?hahe bemuse mf s::mei'hins she rea&.

CORDLESS TELEPHONES
ERASE THE MEMORY OF
THE. ELDERLY.

I
C




But when Mom asked Gramma where she got her

information . Gramma said —

. THE NEW
YDRK TIMES.

Gramma’s 405, He’n , died I"ECEh‘H}l and ever since

then Gramma has }m& a lot of time on her hands.
So Moms :Jenliha with stuff like +he cordless Phum
‘ﬂﬁhs a lot these da?ls.

Whenever Mom finds any +abloids at Gramma's
Nouse, she takes them Km and throws them in
+he snrbnst. Last week T fished one out of the
trash and read it in rnf bedroom.

T siﬁ& T did. T found out that North Amtrica
will be underwater within six months, so that kind
of takes the pressure off me 4o do well in school.



T had a long wait at the {De'.aui')r salon, but T
didn+ ren!'l;r mind. T su'l' to read r-?' horosmPt
and look at pictures of movie stars without their
mkeuF, so T was deﬁ'n.‘-&ely entertained.

When T 30‘!‘ mf hair cut, T found out the best
+}\ih3 about the b&duﬁ}( salon, which is the GOSSIP.
The ladies who work there know the dirt on Just
about e‘u'er?'am in_town.

...AND THEN MARLENE SAYS TO
\/ , "IF YOU'RE GONNA GET
UP IN MY FACE, YOU'D BETTER BE

READY TO BACK IT UP!"

Unfortunately, Mom came +o Pick me. up n'53n+ in
the middle mz

a s’mrr about Mr. Pe??ers and his
hew wi-Fe, w.’nals +\-.rl:h+>( ;/mrs Pmuhser‘ +han hirn.



HGPE'FU"?’ my hair will grow out fast so T can
come back and hear the rest of the story.

-Fridu.y

T +hink Moms starting to regret -I‘nkiha me o
get my hair cut the other &a?’- The ladies at
Bombshells introduced me +o soap operas, and now

Tm +o+nll?! hooked.

Yes-hrclaf T was in the middle of my show,
and Mom told me I had 1o turn off the TV
and find snneﬂnihs else 4o do. T could +ell
+here was ho use arguing with her, so T called
Ruwle?' and invited him over.



When Rnwlef got to my house, we went s+rn531ﬁ+
to Rodrick’s room in the basement. Rodrick is
off Pld}!iha with his band, Lsded Di?tr, and
whenever he's away T like to g0 +’nrau3h his
stuff and see if T can find an}zﬂﬁhﬂ inferesting,

'ﬁv: bes+ 'H\ihs T found in Rodrick’s juhk drawer
+his +ime around was one of those little souvenir

?ic‘l'ure ktycknim ?zau st‘i' at the beach.
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Tf you look into i, fou see a picture of Rodrick
wH']h some SEr‘L

Q _\

I dont know }ww Rodrick Stﬂ‘ that FJC‘I‘u'r'E "

because I’\re been wi-ﬂw h:‘m on e;\.rar},( sih5'|e 'Fumf]?
vacation, and if T saw him with THAT arl, i
de-ﬁrﬁtl}; would have remembered her.

T showed the picture to Rowley, but T had 4o hold
+he keychdih because he was getting all Srmbb?t.




‘we dus around some more, and then we found a
horror movie at the bottom of Rodrick’s drawer.
T couldnt believe our luck. Neither one of us had
n-;-hm.il?a seen a horror movie before, so this was a

renl'l;,( 5:'3 find.

HELLO,
YOURE

T asked Mom if Rowie.?t could SPeh& the Nﬁ}w’l',
and she said yes. T made sure T asked Mom when
Dad was out of the room, because Dad doesnt
lke i+ when T have slu?omars on a 'work rﬁah-l'."

Last summer Rawh:;{ SPth+ +he rﬁsl\'l‘ at m?‘
house, and we sh:?i' in the basement.



T made sure Raw!e.?x took +he bed that was closest
4o +he furnace room, because that room reall
freaks me out. I ﬁgured if ahy-bhr'hg came out of
+here in the middle of the rﬁsh-l', it would Srub
Rawlt)' first and T'd have a five-second head

start o escape.

A+ about 1:00 in +he morming, we heard ﬂami"nins
in the furnace room that scared +he |N.‘n3 dnyhghﬂ
out of us.

T+ sounded like a little 31‘1&51’ SJH or snmrl'hihs,
and it said —

I'™ HIDING...

Me and Raw!:}( ?rd.d'icnﬂy -I'rumPled each other to
death +r7'ih5 to 3&1‘ vp the basement stairs.



We burst into Mom and Dad’s room, and T
+old them our house was haunted and we had

to move |'mme&in+:|y.

o

Dad didnt seem con*.rinr.td, and he went down o
+he basement and walked risl*-.+ into the furnace
room. Me and 'Rowley s'l'a.ye& about ten feet back.

I was ?r‘eH?r sure Dﬁd wash+ saihs +o 5:—1' out
of there alive. T heard some rustling and a few
l‘-'umFs, and I was rm&f +o make a run for it.




But a few seconds later he came back out with one
of Mahh?e’s toys, a doll named Hide-and-Seek Harr?!.

Last+ m5h+ me and Rowiey waited for Mom and
Dad +o go to bed, and then we watched our
moVie. Tec}nhimlly, T was the Dhb‘ one who
watched i+, because Rc—whf had his eyes and ears

covered the whole entire time.




ﬂ\e moVie was about this rwddy hand +hat goes

around the muh-fr}e L’.F"ihs ?em‘:ale.. And the last
person who sees the hand is dlwnpfs the next victim.

The special effects were raally c\-\easy, and T
wash+ even scared until the u‘ery end. Thats
when the twist came.

After the m&&f hand strangled its last victim,
it came crnwliha s-l‘rnisl-rl‘ at the screen, and
then the screen went black. At first T was a
li+tle wh{uﬂ:d, but 'H'\r:h I rmhud it meant -H-m
next Victim was gonna be ME.

I 'I'urha& -Hw. RV a#, nh& 'I‘}\e'n I Jesr.ribe&
the whole movie +o Rowlcy from bcgmrﬁhs to end.



Well, T mustve done a Pre-l-t)( 39\9& Job 'I'eil.'hs +he
s-h:r'y, because P\awh}f got even more freaked-out

+than T was.

PPN
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T knew we couldn’t go to Mom and Dad +his
+ime because ﬂ-.ey':! Srcuh& me if -H\e}( found out
we watched a horror movie. But we didn't feel
safe in the basamh'l', SO we S?Eh"" the rest of
the night in the vpstairs bathroom with +he
lfs]'ﬁs on,




I JUS'I‘ wish we had mhnstd to S‘I'n?r awake the
whole HS}\'I’, because when Dad found us in the
morhing, it washt a FFE'H}( scene.

Dad wanted to know what was sains on, and
T had 4o fess up- Dad told Mom, so now T'm
Just waiting +o hear how lohs Tm gonha be
srauhclr.d for. But +o be honest with Vﬂu, Thma
lot more worried about this mudd}( hand than
any ?uhis}xmehi' Mom can dream up-

1 +'nau3h+ about it, Hmush, and T realized
there's only so much ground a mdd}l hand can
cover /h a &o.?'.



So hon'FuH;f that means T have a li+te while
lahﬂtr o live.

ﬂcs:}n;
Ytﬁerdny, Mom lectured me about how i:a}ls my

age watch oo mn;; violent movies and ?'la?( +too
mah?' video games, and that we dont know what
REAL entertainment is.

I‘juﬁ S‘l'n}ftd crluie-l', becavse T wasn+t sure
E:r.m'.‘i'l}f where she was going with all this.



’ﬂ‘.eh Mom Sm'& H‘mﬁ' S%e was gohha start a
“r‘enc{ihs clob” for 'l‘]hf. ﬁo?‘s in 'H'\E'. hcislhbar‘%aa& 50
she could teach us about all +he great literature we

were missihs out on.

g2 be.aged Mom o Jus-r give me a re-.ﬂuh.r Puhfshmh-f
instead, but she wouldn* i:-u&sa.

So Jrc&a}' was the first me-l'iha of the Ren&ihs
Ts Fun Club. T fel+ kind of bad for all the boys
whose moms made THEM come.




T was J!..-S'I' Sln& Mom didnt invite FI'ESE?! ’ +his
weird kid who lives up +he street, because he's
been acting stranger than usual 1n+e|}f.

Tm starting to +hink mybe ?ftgltfs a little
&nhscraus, but luckily he doesnt reall?( leave his
front ?mrd &ur‘ihg -I'}\e Summer, I -I'Hhk }\is ?d.reh-l's

must have an electrical fence or sam-fhihs.

Ah}(wny, Mom told everyone o bring their
favorite book +o +udm?rls meeting so we could ?ick
one and discuss it. All the guys laid their books
on the table, and w::l’ynha seemed ?re:ﬂy l‘m??}!
with the selection except Mom.
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Mom said the books we i:—roush-l' werent real’
literature and that we were gonna have +o
start with the “classics.”



Theh she brauah-r out a buhcln of books -ﬂ\:ﬁ S’ne
mustve hnd since SHE was a kid.

OoLD YELLER

ﬂwase are the exact same

J THE YEARLING

(F_

ANNE

of GREEN GABLES

171‘?&5 of books our

teachers are d.iwdys ?ushihs us to read at school.



‘ﬂxey have a program where if ?lau read a ' classic
in your free time, -H-m;/ reward you with a sticker
of a lnnmburstr or samt+’niha like tha+.

T dont know who -H\ey +hink -t‘he;,':re -Foolihﬂ.
You can srr a sheet of a hundred stickers down

at the arts-and-crafts store for 'Fnc'i}( cents.

'frn hot ﬂ:n“y sure w}\ﬁ makes a book a “classic”
to begin with, but T think it has 4o be at least
‘ﬁﬁ?’ ?’E‘.ﬂ.I’S old and some person or ahimal has +o

clie at -I'he eh&.

Mom said if we didnt like the books she P:’cke&
out, we could 9o on a field trip o the library

and find some-rhihﬂ we all nﬂreed on. But that

won + worl: -Fnr me.



See, when T was eight years old T borrowed a
book from +he 1ibrnr>', and then T ‘Far30+ all about
it. T found the book a few years later behind my
desk, and T ﬁgur‘:d T rustve owed about two
thousand dollars in late fees on that 'ﬂ'u'hs.

So T buried the book in a box of old comics in my
closet, and that's where it is o +his :]ﬁy T Kavent
been back +o the |El:-ra.r?‘ since ‘H‘\th, bt T know if
T ever DO show vp, -er:}fll be waiting for me.

GREG HEFFLEY, YOU ARE




T fact, T get nervous if T even SEE a librarian.

'I. asked Mom if we could 5&‘? a second :]\d.'nr.n: to
?ick out a book on our owh, and she said we
r.nul&. We're su?FnSt& +o meet nsnih Tomorrow nhd

I:-r‘ihs our hew selections wH‘h us.

Necihtsduy

Well, +he mrqbers’ni? of the P\ea&.’hs Ts Fun
Club +ook a i:us BH‘ nh’trhish'h Mos+ of 'ﬂ'\a quys
who came }ees-terc!‘n?( bailed out, and now there's
ahly two of us.




Rowit?f braus}ﬂ- +wo books along with him.

The book T P;cktci was the ninth volume in the
"Mnss'ck and Monsters: Dark Realms” series. T
ﬁsur‘t& Mom would like i+ because s PFE‘H')' Iﬂhs.

and ‘H‘mr’e aren+ nh?' ?[r.‘fures.

Shadotwdoom




But Mom didnt like my book. She said she didnt

approve of 'ﬂ'\t llustration on 'ﬂ'\e cover because
she didnt like the way it ?ar*h"d;;e& women,

IJ‘H’E read "Shn&nwémn,“ and from what I cah
remember, there arent even d.h}f women in the
s+or}x. Ih fac-]-, I kind of wonder if -I-i-u: person
who Jtsishad the cover even READ +the book.

ﬂhywa.y , Mom said that she was gonha use her
veto power as the Ren&ih& Ts Fun Club’s founder
and choose the book for us. So she chose +his
book called “"Charlotte’s Web,” which looks like one
of those “classics” T was +ulk|'h3 about before.




Just from lmkihs at the cover, T guarantee either
the girl or the pig doesnt make it fo the end of
+he book.

Fri:ln;i
Well, +he th&ihﬁ Ts Fun Club is down to one

membe.r‘_, ah& H\n-l"s me.

Y¢s+¢r&n;; Rowle?( went golfing or something with
his dn&, 50 he kihci of }'wha me out to &ry 1
didnt do rn?? rmdihs assighment, and T was rmllf

couh+ih3 on him o cover for me at the me'ﬁhs.

T+s rot reuil;,r my fault that T couldnt finish
my renolihs assignment, +}\au3}-.. Mom told me T
had o read in m}( bedroom for -h-.rr:h-ly minutes
J{es'h:rdd.},u but the 4ruvth is, T Just have trouble
concentrating for long Pcn'ocl:s of time.



rrrtri1rrTr

Af-'rer‘ Mom mu&}\‘ﬁ‘ me hor‘si’n& nrrwhcl 4 s}-\e
banned me from waﬂ*\ihs TV until T read +he
book. So last hislh‘l' T had 4o wait until she went
+to bed before 'I (‘.Gt.rlr.Jg sa'l’ r-?' entertainment fix.

T kept thinking about that movie with the muddy
hand, kusl-\ T was afraid that f T was wn‘rchinﬂ
TV all b?‘ M?’SEI{ late at hi&}\‘l‘, the muddy hand
n-is}ﬁ crawl out from under the couch and Sra{a my
foot or something.

The way T solved +he Prnbltm wds JD}J mnkiha a
tral of clothes and other stuff all the way from my
bedroom down +o the i‘nmﬁy room.



That way T was able o make it downstairs
and back without ever +¢uchih3 +he Srwhcl-
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This morhing Dad +ri?ptd over a clich’amry it
lef+ at the top of the stairs, so nhow hes mad
at me. But Tl +ake Dad {'miha angry over +he
alternative any &n?( of the week.

My new fear is that the hand is gohna crawl vp
on my bed and get me in my slee?. Se 1n+e:|?* The
been covering my whole bod;; with the blanke+
and ieavfhs a hole so T can breathe.
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But that strategy has its OWN risks. Rodrick
30+ into m?' room -h:n:ln?f, and T had 4o s?eh&
+he morning +ryih3 to wash the taste of a dir*\}/
sock out of rn?( mouth.
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Tadn)t was ”f deadline for fihis,nins the first
three chdu?-kers of “Charlotte’s Web.” When Mom
found out T wasn+t done yet, she said we were
gohha sit down at ‘H’\E kHc{'\eh table un+il 'I:
was finished.




About a half hour later there was a knock at
the front door, and i+ was Rawle?e. i ﬂ'\oush'i'
mu?(f:e he was comihﬂ back +o the Reudihg Is

Fun Clob, but when T saw that his dad was with
}u'hu T- knew Snnti’hfhs was up.
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Mr. Jefferson had an afﬁcial—lmkins piece of
paper with +he cc:-uhd'r‘?l club Iosu on it. He said i+
was a bill for all +he fruit smoothies me and
Rawley ordered at the clubhouse, and +he sra.h&
total was cigh‘i‘)’-‘i'l\rtr. dollars.

All +hose +imes me and Ruwh?' ordered drinks at
+he clubhouse, we Just wrote down Mr. Jefferson’s
account number on the tab. Nabo&y +old us someone
m:+ua||?' had 4o PAY for all +hat.



T still didnt r‘mlly understand what Mr. Jefferson
was &.:u'hs at MY ‘\ouse. I -ﬂ-\r'hk l-xejs dan 4rc]-;|'-l‘e¢+
or mm*hfhs , so if he needs m'gh ~three bucks, he
canh just clesisn an extra I:u'l&ins. e +talked +o Mom,
ﬂwSh, and -I‘h:?( both aar'ecd that me and P\awley
needed +o pay off the tab.

T 4old Mom me and Rowlc}( are just kids and i+'s
not like we have salaries or careers or whatever.
But Mom said we were Ju5+ gonna have to be
“creative.” Then she said we would have +o susFehd
the Rm&ihg Ts Fun Club’s meetings unhil we Pnid

wim-l' we owed.

To be honest with yov, T'm kind of relieved.
Because at this ?oih'h nhf‘ﬂ'\ih& that doesnt
involve rmr.lrihg sounds ?rc’r‘l}r sao& to me.



Tuesda
Me nh] Ra-.-.rle;; racked our brains all Jn?' fesﬂrda?z
-I-r)dhg +o ﬁgura out how to F“f off that zish-l}f-
+hree dollars. Rowle?( said m;;be T should Jus+ 90
to the AT™M and withdraw some mohey to pay off
his dad.

The reason Rowley said that is because he +hinks
T rich. A couFle of ymrs ago durihs +he holidnfs,
Rowh?r came over and we had Just run out of tolet
paper at my house. Hy -an1y was using these holidny
cock-tal napking as a substitute until Dad got +o the

Rawlty +}\au3h+ +he !\ali&ny m?kihs were some
kind of renlly -Fnh-:}z toilet paper, and he asked
me if my fnrvﬁl)t was rich.



'I wasn+ gonha pass up +he oPFor'l'uhH?: to

impress him.

Ah)!\-.ra?ﬂ . I‘m NOT n'c}\ . d.hd +{-\a+*s -ﬂ-\e Problem.
T tried +o Ffsurc out a wn}' a kid m?( age could
sr:Jr ]\is hands on some msh, and then i+ hit me:

We muH start a lawn care service.

Tm hot +n|kih5 about some average, run-of-the-mill
lawh care service, erther. LT m +n.1|:ih3 about a compary
+hat takes lawn care 4o the next level. We decided
to hame our company the V.IP. Lawn Service.

We called vp the Yellow F'a.gr.s people and +old
them we wanted +o ?lncc an ad in their book.
And not Just one of those tiny little text ads,
but a rmiir bis one with full color that takes up
two whole pages.



But get +his: The Yellow Pnses Pw?lt told us i+

was gohna cost us a few H\Wﬂh& bucks +o ?u-f

our ad in their book.

T told them that didnt make a lot of sense to
me, because how's someone Sup?osr:d to ?o.f for an
ad if 'I'}‘u‘.’)i hd‘weh’-l‘ even ear‘nﬁ& :my mche;.x :,'e-{‘?

Me and Row'lt;! realized we were gohna have o do
+his a different wn?'; and make our OWN ads.

1 ﬂsur‘ed we could J'us+ make -ﬂ?fers and ?u-l‘ +hem in
e\rer?f mailbox in our heighborhoad. All we needed was
some cliF art to get us started.

So we went down to the cormer store and bws}rl'
ore of ”ﬂwSE mrds wormen SE'l‘ mc}\ a’ﬂ\er‘ oh -H\eir'
b{r'ﬂxdn}as.



Hope your‘\ ~|
blrthday is Q

HOT HOT, HOT'

ﬂ'\ﬁh we Smhmd it into Rawle?fls comPuﬂr ah&
?ns-l'e& ?it-l'ures of OUR heads onto the bodies
from -ﬂm card



A{'ker 'ﬂ\.n'l' we Sﬂ't' Some c|iP art of lawn +ools nh&
put it all 'fDSE.H\Et". Then we ?ﬁh‘f&:!' i+ ouvt, and
T have 1o say, it looked great.

V.L.P.

LAWN SERVICE

PAMPER YOURSELF AND
YOUR LAWN WITH OUR
AWARD-WINNING,
WORLD-CLASS SERVICE!

CALL 555-2941




T did some math, and T ﬂgurt& i+ would cost
us at least a mu?h hundred bucks in color ink
cnr+ri&3es and paper +o make emus}\ ﬂ;;trs for
the whole heis,hﬁarhoo&. So we asked Rowle.fs
dad if hed 9o out to the store and get us all
the stuff we heeded.

Mr. Jefferson didn+t 90 for i+, Tn fact, he told
us we couldnt use his computer or print out dh}!

more M?ftf chc our -ﬂyer.

T was a li+te SUr?r‘ESEcI 571 +hat, because if Mr.
Jefferson wanted uvs 4o pay him back, he sure

wash+ mdkins i+ easy. But all we could really do
was +ake our ohe ﬂ?fr.r and get out of his office.



ﬂ'\eh me u.hd Rawh.)' weht nmuhd from haus& +o

house shw;hg ﬂer;,fohr_ our ﬂ;{er and +e||fh3 them
about 'ﬂ‘xt V.LP. Lawn Service.

TFAI,
o

After we hit a few houses, we realized i+ would be
a lot easier to just ask +he next person we sPnke
with o pass the -ﬂ?'er' along so me and Rawlt?r
wouldn*t have to do all that walkih&.

Now the ﬂhl}’ ‘1'%4'?\3 we have +o do is sit back and
wait for the ?hum calls 4o start r‘ullins in.

‘ﬂwr‘séay'
Me and Rawle?t waited around all &n}( yes-l'er&n;(,
but we didnt get ahy calls.



T was starting to wonder if we should '|'1:';f to find
a card with more muscular 3vys for our next ﬂ}zer.
Then, at about 11:00 +his morning, we got a call
from Mrs. Canfield, who lives on Gramma's street.
She said her lawn needed mowing but she wanted o

check our references before she hired us.

AP
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T used +o do lawn work for Gramma, so T called
her up and asked if she could call Mrs. Canfield
and tell her what a 30&4 worker T am.

Well, T mustve caus}\-l' Gramma on a bad dd}(,
because she rmu}( lit into me. She said T lef+ ?iles
of leaves on her lawn last fall and row there were

Fad't:’nes of dead grass all over her ?mr‘&.



Then she asked me when T was gonna come over
and finish +he job.

That was not reall.?( +he kind of response T was
lmkin& for. T told Gramma we were c:hly *h:l:ihs
?nyihs Jo{:s at the moment but mfbe we could
get back 4o her later on in +he summer.

Then T called Mrs. Canfield and did my bes+
imitation of Gramma. 'I guess I*m |u::l:’.?f h}( Vaice

\Hnsrﬁ' c}mhs,tcl 7’&‘1’.

THE V.LP. LAWN SERVICE
DOES EXCEPTIONAL WORK.
AND CATERED TO MY
EVERY LAWN NEED.




Believe it or not, Mrs. Canfield boush-r it. She
thanked “Gramma for the reference and huha vp-
Then she called back a few minutes later, and T
answered in my regular voice. Mrs. Canfield said
shed hire us and that we should come 57 her house
later today to get started.

But i+s kind of far from my house +o Mrs,
Canfields, so T asked her if she could come get us.
She didnt seem real l‘aa??)’ that we didnt have our
own #ahs?ar-l'ni'ian, but she said shed be wfllihs to
Ficl: us up if we could be rendr at hoon.

Mrs. Canfield came o my house at 12:00 in her
sah's Picku? +ruck . and sl-w.- asked us whera our

lawn mower and all our equipment was.




T said we didn* at'l'unlly HAVE any equipment but
+hat my Gramma keeps her side door unlocked and
T r-u'Sh*I' be able 4o sneak in and borrow her mower
for a few hours. T quess Mrs. Canfield must have
been ?rrﬂHy dts?zrn-h: to get her lawn mowed,
because she went along with my plan.

MIND IF I
CHANGE THE
RADIO STATION?

Luckily, Gramma wasnt home, so it was easy to get
+he mower out of her house. We rolled it over +o
Mrs. Canfield’s }mrd, and then we were r‘ea&y +o
3&'1‘ +o work.

That's when me and Rowley realized neither one
of us had ever nr:l'ud.lly a?tra*h:& a lawh mower
before. So the two of us ?oked around for a
while and tried o fisurt out how to get +he
‘l'}n'hg started.



Unfortunately, when we tilted the mower on its
side, all the 3n5nliht sPi”&& out onto the grass,
a.h:l we hu.:i +o g0 back over o Gramma's +o srt‘

a redill.

I ?[:ke:& up +1‘1.e owners manval for -H'\e mower
while we were at i+. T tried to read i+, but the
instructions were written in SFahfslh. 1 got the
Fr.e.lihﬂ {rom ‘I']he bits nhcl ?Ie-tes ,’1: COULD
vhderstand that o?&r:rh'hs a lawn mower was d
lot more dnhg,tt"aus ‘H\ah T. arisim";/ -l‘]wuus,n-l'.




T +old Rowh?' he could have +he first crack at+
the lawn mowing and that T would go sit in +he
shade and start working on our business plan.

Row‘r,f didn?t like +hat idea at all. He said +his
wdS d "Fnﬁ'ntrshi?“ and that ev:?*fhihg had +o
be 50-50. T was Frcﬂy surpris b‘y this, because
T'm the one who came up with the idea for the
lawn service in the first \almmJr so I was more like
+he owner than a partner.

T +old P\nwh?f we needed someone 1o do the gront
wurl: dhd someohe to }mhdic "r}\e mha?i so it diclh'-r

get all SNen'l?'.

271 x*f?'

Believe it or not, that was !:hnugh +o make Rawltf
walk ri‘gl.'rl‘ off the Job.



T JUS‘P wahha 547( for +he record that if 'Rowle)(
ever needs me for a ‘jol:' reference in the future,
T gonha have o give him a |nus>z review.
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The 4ruth is, T dont rea.ﬂ?i need Raw'lePJ anyway.
T4 this lawn service business grows the way A
-H'\.'hl: it will t 'I:*rn gohha l-m".fe abou‘r a HUNDRED

Rowk?'s workihs for me.

Tn the meantime, T needed +o get Mrs.
Canfield’s lawn mowed. T locked +hr‘uu5h the
manrual for a little while |oh3&r and then -ﬁsure.&
out that T needed to pull on +his handle
attached +o a cord, so T +ried +hat.

ﬂ'\e mower started up n'sl-ﬁ nwaf , and T was off

u.hd' runriha-



T+ wasnt as bad as T thought i was gonna
be. The lawn mower was self-propelled, so all L
needed to do was walk behind it and steer E"u’tt'?(

onhce in a while.

.ﬂ'\!‘.h T started to notice that there were
?El:s of 405 poop evcrjwhtrt. Ahd 5+¢erihs
around them was hot an easy +]hins to do with
a Stl-F—P'['G?t”t& mower,

The V.L.P. Lawn Service has a very strict Pol-ty
when it comes +o &as poop, which is that we wont
90 ah}ew’hert hear it.



So from *l'hﬁ ?aih-l' ah, w’nehwtr I.. SawW ar?rﬁ\ihﬁ
that looked SUSPICious, T would mow a ten-{oot
circle around H-‘jung +o be safe.

The Jof: ncmll}( went a lot faster after +hat
because T had a lot less lawn to cover. After T
was dah.eu I went to +1‘;e front &mr +o collect
my mhe;(.ﬂwe final bill was 'Hmt"l}( dollars, which
was twenty dollars for the lawn ?ius ten bucks for
the time me and Rowley spent &tsiﬂrﬁhs that -Fl;zer.




But Mrs. Canfield wouldnt pay- She said our
service was "luu57'“ and that we hur‘dl?e mowed any
of her lawn.

T +old her about the :las poop issue, but she still
wouldn+ cous"\ up what she owed me. And +o make
matters worse, she wouldnt even give me a ride
]hame- You khcw, 'I: ﬁgur\td Someone hﬁi&}ﬁ 'h"?? to
stiff us this summer ” but T never Hxaus}‘ﬁ‘ i+ would
be our ver}( first customer.

T had +o walk home, and b}( the time T got
+o my house, T was rmllf mad. T +old Dad
the whole story about my lawn mowing experience

and how Mrs. Canfield wouldn't Pnf me.




Dad drove riﬂh-t over to Mrs. Canfield’s house,
and T went with him. T +hou5h+ he was gohha
chew her ouvt for 'fd.l:ihs ad"mh‘l’n&a of his son 2
and 'I. wanted to be there to see i+ Firs-thdhd.
But Dad Juﬁ 3°+ Grammas mower and cut the
rest of Mrs. Canfields grass.

When he was done, he didn*t even ask her for

d.h?’ F‘ﬂhﬁ?‘.

The +r‘iF wasnt a 1 OTAL waste of time, ﬁwaua’ru.
When Dad wra??ed -I'hihss vp, i Phh-l'e& a Sigh
in Mrs. Canfield’s front :,mrd.



. ﬁgured i T wasnt gohna se'l' Pd;d, 5| ,..'5}-‘4-
as well get some free a&'l.rer‘l'isihs for all my +rouble.

ANOTHER GREAT
JOB BY

V.L.R LAWN
SERVICE

555-294|

Su't'urda

’ﬂ'\e VIP Lawn Service ,nd.s rot rtd”f Fuhhed
out the way i +’hau3h+ it would. T havent
\'\d& d.h}( work since that first ‘ja{:-.. and Ijm
starting to think mn;;i:re Mrs. Canfield has been
bnd—moﬂhihs me to her nei&hbors.

:I: 'I'lnausiﬁ about Jus*l‘ si‘vihs vp and r.lusihs our
business, but then T realized +that with a few
+weaks +o 'I'!nr: ‘ﬂ?(tl", we could start +]-;r'hss back
up dgain in +he winter.



YOU'VE TRIED THE REST,
NOW GO WITH THE BEST!

The ?rublera is, T need money NOW. T called up
Rawle?' to start *:-r‘dihs-l'a'r'r-*dhg new ideas, but his

mom said he was at +the movies with his dad. T was
a little annoyed, because he never bothered +o ask

me if he could take the c.i;d?; off.



Moms not 1t+'h'h5 me do uhy'l'l'\ihs fun until +his
fruit smoothie bill is Fm’d off, so that meant it was
up +o ME 4o -Fiaurc out how to earn +he cash.

TIl el you who has a lot of money, and thats
Mdhh?'. T mean, that kid is RICH. A few weeks
ago Mom and Dad +old Md.hh}f %tyld give him a
quar'l'er for e'm')l +ime he uses the Pc‘H?I without
be?hg asked. So now he carries around a 3n||nh of
water with him at all +imes.

Mahh?' l:r:t?s all his mm?! in a biﬂ Jar on his dresser.

He's gotta have at least $150 in +hat -ﬂ-u'hﬂ.




The ‘I'haus}rl' about u.skEhg Mdhh?t to lend me +he
mhe?', but I JuS‘f cant bﬁhﬂ MPJSt:H'r to LJm 'H".n'h
Tm pretty sure Mdhhf charges interest on his

loans dh}(\-m?‘.

Ilm -!'ryihs ‘o 'FESUI"E. out a wn?l +o0 earn mhey
without Joihs any actual work. But when T
told Mom what T was -I‘hihl:-'hs , she said T'm
Just "11:.2.?!."

OK, so mybe T AM laz.y, but i+'s not rea"?' my
fault. Tve been iuz;,v ever since 1 was a litte kid,
and if someone had mush-l' i+ eu.r‘|?f oh, m;;be B
wouldnt be +he way T am now.



I remember in Preschml 2 wlne.h Pluy-ﬁm was over,
+he +eacher would +ell everyone to put away +heir
‘h‘::ys, and we would all sing +he "Oenhu? 50h3" while
we did 4. Wel, T sang the song with everyone
else, but T didnt do any of the actual claurdns.

J CLEAN UP, CLEAN UP, 4
ﬂJEVER‘r‘BODY EVERYWHERE! 0

CLEAN UP, CLEAN UP,
EVERYBODY DO YOUR SHARE!

So if }mu want to find s-::mtbu&?( +o blame for
+he wny i am, L guess ?rau'd have to start
with the Fubh’c education S?'S‘i'trﬂ-

SU‘“&{J‘&?

Mom came into my room +his morning and woke me
vp for church. I was 310.& +o 90, because I krew I
was gohha have +o +urn +o a Hs}xtr power to get
this fruit smoothie bill paid off. Whenever Gramma
needs nh?(-f’nihs she Just ?rnys, and she gets it
rish-l‘ nwny.



T +think she has a direct ?i?elfhz to God or
SDME‘l'HhS.

DEAR LORD, PLEASE LET
ME FIND MY DOLLAR
SAVERS COUPON BOOK.

For some reason 'I: dont hn‘m +hat same kind of
PulL But that doesnt mean Tm gonhna gquit -'rr}dhs.

DEAR LORD, PLEASE LET MR. JEFFERSON
GET HIT ON THE HEAD SO HE FORGETS
ABOUT THE MONEY I OWE HIM. AND PLEASE
LET ME GET PAST THE THIRD LEVEL OF
TWISTED WIZARD WITHOUT HAVING TO USE
ANY OF MY BONUS HEALTH PACKS. AMEN,
AND THANK YOU IN ADVANCE.

L+




Tadu?z’s sermon was called “Jesus in D.‘ssufse," and
i+ was about how you should treat everyone you
meet with kindness because Yﬂu never know w‘hich
person is reall.?i Jesus ?r‘e-i-ehc{ms 1o be someone else.

i i guess +hat's su??ase:l to make yau wahha be
a better person, but all i+ does is make me

aranoid because I know IJm onna just end u
P 9 3 i
Suassfhﬂ wr‘uhﬂ.

WOW, THANKS
FOR SHINING

'ﬂ-w:}e Pnssr.& the donation basket around like 'HTE}!
do every week, and all T could think was how T
needed that money a lot+ more than whoever i+ was
gaihg +o.



But Mom mustve seen -ﬂ\e lmk i m7 e?u: A because
she passed the basket to the row behind us before
I wulcl take whu-l' I he.ecle&.

Huhdd.

l*"ty birﬂxdny's coming up this weekend, and i+
cant get here qu.’r_k ehou_gh for me. This year T
gonna have a FAMILY Pnrﬁy. Tm sl ren“y
burned up with Row!e?t for bnil.‘ns out on our lawn
care busihess_, 50 I don+ want Bim +hihkih3 he cdh

come over and eat m;/ biﬁh&ny cake.

Plus, Tve learned my lesson about friend parties.
When you have a friend ?nﬁy, all ?(wr‘ guests +hink
-ﬂwe}« hu\re -'Iﬂll-\a righ'l- to ?hy th ?(our Fr‘esah-?s.

-




And E‘u’ery +ime I have a friend ?ar'i'?‘, Mom invites
HER. friends kids, so T end up with a bunch of
?m?le at my ?nri'y 1 5ar¢]y even know.

Ahd +hose kids dont bu?( +he 3:'-F+s., their MOMS
do. So even if you get mm-ﬂ\ihs like a video game,

H"s hot a ‘uricleo game ;(au*& nc‘l‘un“y want ‘o ?iuy.

FROGGIE
+ RUFF
00 /ﬁr@’t

Roarnm about

SHARING




T just glad Tim rot on the swim team this summer.
Last y’mr T Kad Frac-ﬁu: oh m}( bir“l'hcld.y, and Mom
&roPFl:& me off at the Fmi.

EVERYBODY BE SURE TO WISH
GREG A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!




So when it comes 4o ?(aur" I::Ir'i"ndd?(, TVe learned
it's best +o Juﬁ kaa? kids out of the aqun-ﬁch.

Mom said T could have a ‘Far-:ii}.( Par-l'?' as lohs
P Pr‘amisul not to do my “usual” with the
5ir+’ndnf mr"&s- ﬂ'\n-l' s-h'lr-J:s‘r because ']: h:we a
GREAT sys-?e.rn for nPemhﬁ cards. I ?u-i' -H\ern
all in a heat pile, and then T rip each one open
and shake it 4o se+ +he mht‘.}l out. As lohs as
I don+ s-h:? +o read d.h?('!'i'aihs‘, I cah Se*l'
+hrou31-1 a Fiie. of h«reh-ly cards in under a minute,

Mom says the way T do it is “insulting” to the people
who 5°+ re -l'he cards. She Sn.)rs +his time around I
have 4o read e‘u’e:r}r card and ﬁckmledsﬂ the person
who gave it to me. That'll slow me down, but T
guess its still worth i+.



Tve been dm‘hs a lot of +th:ih3 about what T
want for ? bif"ﬂ\&d}f +his year. What T REALLY

want s a 09.

Tve been dskihg for a r:lna for +he ?as-l‘ +hree
years, but Mom says we have to wait until Mnhhf*s
mmPleftl?l ?oﬁ}f trained before we get one. Well,
with the ?GH}’ training racke+t Mahh,y*s got going
on, that could +ake FOREVER.

The +}\ih3 15, T know that Dad wants a cioSJ
too. He used to have one when HE was a kid.



T i-'.'aurecl all Dad needed was a litte hudseJ and
on Christmas last year T saw my chance. M?(
Uncle Joe and his {nmi!f s-l'n??ed b?! our house,

and ‘H\e.?’ bmu&hﬁ‘ +heir &03, Killar, with them.

T asked Uncle Joe if he wouldnt mind }\Ih-l'.'hs +o
Dad that he should getusa &os. But the way Urcle
Joe did it ?robabl?z set y &og—stﬂha campaigh back

by five years.

A BOY NEEDS A
DOG, rRANK!

The other H‘aihg T have no chance of 3t+‘h'h3 for
my {:Jrﬂ\&n}; is a cell ?hohe , and T can thank
Rodrick for that.



Mom and Dad got Rodrick a cell P}wm las+ ?reer
and he racked up a bl for three hundred dollars in
the first month. Most of THAT was from Rodrick

::::\"Ehs Mom and Dad from his room in the basement
+o ask 'ﬂ'\tm 1o tumn -H-\e ]'\tn'f up.
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So the ahly thing Tm asking for this year is a
deluxe leather recliner. My Uncle Charlie has one,

and he ?racﬁcaﬂy LIVES in that ‘H\ing.




The main reason T want n}( own recliner is because
i T had one, T wouldnt have to 9o up to my
room after wa‘h}‘\ihﬂ TV late at hifj}-rh T could
Just sleep right in the chair.

Plus, these recliners have all sorts of features, like a
neck massager and nchushble firmness and stuff like
that. T ﬁgure T could use the “vibrate” feature +o

make Dad’s lectures a lot more tolerable.

AND YOU REALLY
NEED TO STOP
LEAVING YOUR

DIRTY CLOTHES IN

The only reason T'd ever need +o get up is to
go to +the bd'i"nr‘oom. But m?*ba I S}wul& Ju5+
wait until next year 4o ask for a recliner,
because T bet -I'}\t;{’ﬂ. have that taken care of
in the hew model.



_‘ﬂ\ul“séd;z

T asked Mom 4o take me back +o Bombshells
Benu‘l’y Salon again +o&n?(, even ‘I'.hnusi'\ T didn+
renll}( need a hairevt. T Just felt like ca-fchiha up
onh the fown 9ossIp.

HITIITIIIIIIN, GREGGGGGGG!
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Annette, my *mirs{?llis-i', said she heard from a ld&;,'
who knows Mrs. Jefferson that me and Rowley had
a {n“ihs out.




AP?{J.!’EH'H?‘ A Raw!ey’s “heartbroken” becavse T didn+
invirte Hm to rﬂ}' I)fr"fjn&nf ?d.r‘ly wt”, if P\owlty}s
upset, you wouldnt know it from |mkihs at him.

E.."JET'?( +ime T see Rowlef , hes ?n"ihﬁ around with
his dad. So the wd?i it looks to me, hes nlreud?r
got himself a new best friend.

L Just wanha 51:71 T +hink i+ stinks that Rowie?(
gets to go o +he muh‘h‘y club even ‘l']nr::ugln he
still owes rﬁaht?l on that fruit smoothie bill.

Unfaﬁumﬁly, Rowle?"s c}wrnr-?r r¢|a+iah5hi? with
his dad is starting +o affect MY life. Mom says
+he way Rawltf and his dad }mh‘g out +c-3e+}m|:r is
“neat” and that me and Dad should 90 ﬁis}niha or
?la.?( catch in the front ynr& or Somi'hihs.



But the thing is, me and Dad just arent cut out
for that kind of father-son stuff. The last +ime
Mom tried o 3&'1‘ me and Dad 4o do Sar-'n‘.ﬂ\l'hs
like +hat hge#}\er, i+ ended with me haviha to
pull him out of Ra??n}mhmk Creek.

Mom wont let it 90, H-wus_h. She says she wants
+o see more affection” between Dad and us bnys.
And thats created some rr:a")f awkward moments.

{




Frida

TTﬁdny I was wn'|'t}\ih5 TV, mih&ihs rﬁ?( owh
business, when T heard a knock at the front
door. Mom said there was a “friend” there to
see me, So I +hau35n+ it must be ‘Rnwhy mrrdhs
to dPoLostm

But it wasnt Rowlt?!. T+ was FREGLEY.

After T recovered from my initial shock, T
slammed +he door shut. T started 4o panic because
T didnt krow what Fr‘esle?e was daihs at my
front door. After a few minutes went by, il
looked out the side window, and Frtsie;; wds

STILL s-l'nh&ihg +here.



==1T
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T knew T had 4o take drastic measures, so T
went to the kitchen o call the cops. But Mom
s*l'oP?t& me before T could finish dfn|[n5 Ni.

Mom said SHE invited Frtgle;( over. She said Tve
seemed "lcm]?l“ ever since 1 had that ﬁ3¥\+ with
Rowit?(, and she +’rwu3’n+ she'd set up a "?!ayda‘l‘t“
with Frtsle?r.
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See, +his is wl‘\f T should never +ell Mom about
my ?ersoml business. This Fre-.a]e?' +hfh5 was a
total disaster.

I"m hmr& Jr!na-l‘ a vnm?ir: can+t come inside 7'uur
house unless ?'ou invite him in, and Tl bet it's
the same kind of deal with Fr‘eale}(.

-

So now I"‘u’t Su‘l' TWO ‘|'Hhs$ +o wurry about:
+he mu&&y hand and Frtsltf. And if T had o
choose the one o get me first, T'd take +he
rw:id?! hand in a heartbeat.



Sn‘l’urda

'T::Jn}/ wds m?z Eirﬂwdn}/, and I quess +hih55 went
more or less like T thr:c-hd. The relatives started
shawihg up around 1:00. T asked Mom to invite as
mh?( ?em!:v!e as ?assibla so L could maximize r-.;; SIH
Fa‘l‘ehﬁ:ﬂ, and T got a Pre-H?( saad turnout.

GIFTS GO ON
THE DINING




T like o cut 4o the chase on rny bir‘-l‘h&d? and
5?.'1‘ rish'f +o the 351{'#5 ; S0 I 'h::H e."u'cr}(nhe +to
Sn'fhtr in the |E‘Jih3 room.

T +ook rn?( +ime with the mr-.J:S,. JuS'I‘ like Mom
asked. T+ was a litte ?nihful, bt T got a 300&
haul, so i+ was worth it.

WHEN I SAW IT
IN THE STORE,
I KNEW IT WAS
JUST PERFECT!

A special greeting
And a “how do yvou do?”
For a special nephew

By golly, that’s you!

Happy
Birthé)a}.r!

aum:l:Bwncﬂa.

Uh-Fnr-fuha-ftlY, as soon as L collected m
checks , Mom confiscated the mahey to F“?l off
Mr. Jefferson.




Then T moved on to the wrapped presents, but
there werent a whole lot of those. The first
SJH, from Mom and Dad, was small and !hew?e,
which T ‘l‘houah‘l' was a 50&& sigh. But T was
sill PraH-)« shocked when T a?e.he:l it.

Wheh 'I- looked more th:-sel?', I- found out i+
washt an ordinary cell P‘hohe. T+ was called a
"L"'d}’b“'ﬁ'“ The ?{uhz didn*+ have a fﬂey?dd onh it or
ahfﬂihs. T+ ohly had 4wo buttons: one o call home
and one for ermeraencies. So its ?r:H}« much useless.




Al my other gifts were clothes and other stuff T
didn re.nlly need. T was still ]ruo?ihs T ""'5}\'* get
+hat recliner, but once T realized there weren+t
nh?ﬂ ?lncas Mom and Dad could be H&ihs a giant
leather chair, T gave up lmkihs.

Then Mom +old everyone it was time to go into the
:!.‘rihs room to have some cake. %Fﬂﬁu‘l’ﬂ‘l’ﬂ}!, Uncle
Joe's dns , Kiler, had beaten us o it.

T was !.'\D?ihs Mom would go out and get me a new
r.n]::eJ but s}\e ‘jusfi‘ took a knife and cut d.wn}« ﬂxe
?nr*l's +he dos didnt touch.



Mom cut me a bfﬂ Fitta = but I)Y tha+t 'Fcu'h-t E
washt ruﬂf in the mood for cake. E-Sp:tiqily hot
with Killer ‘l‘hruwiha vp little biﬁhdny candles
uh&cr +he +able.

Suhdax

5 guess Mom mustve felt bad about how my Hﬁhdaf
went down, because "rn&n}( she said we could 90 o
the mall and get a “mke“? Si-ﬁ‘."

Mom ook Mdhh)l and Rodrick alons for +he ride,
and she said -I'he).' could each ?i*.:k out Snrﬁ&ﬂ\ihs,

+oo0, which is totall unfair, because i+ wash +

THEIR bir%dny yesh:rcla?».



We walked around the mall for a while and ended
up in a pet store. T was ho?:'hs we could pool our
mnay to bu?' a &03, but Rodrick seemed +o be
interested in a different kind of pet.

Mom handed us each a five-dollar bill and +old us
we could buy whatever we wanted, but five bucks
doesnt amd-l?» get you very far in a pet store. 53
ﬂ'hnilﬁy settled on this rcn"?e cool nhaemsh +hat's
all different colors.



Rodrick ?ickt& out a wfis]'\, t00. T dont know
what kind it was . but the reason Rodrick chose
i+ was because the label on +the 4ank said +he fish

i i
was n&?]re.sswe..

Md.hh}l spent HIS five bucks on fish food. A+
first T ‘l'hnugq'\'l' it was because he wanted +o
feed the fish +that me and Rodrick baushh but
b?? the time we got home, Mnhh}( had eaten
half +he canister.

Moh&a;

This is +he first time Tve had my Very own
?E"l’, and T'm kind of gtﬁihs into i+. T feed
my fish three +imes a Jn;/, and T kn'.a? his bowl

r:qll?' clean.



T even baug}\-r a Jourml so L could ls.e.e.? +rack of

e\rerr-ﬂ-\.'hg my fish does during the dﬁf. T have
to admit, ﬁmﬂh - L starting to have a litte
+rouble ﬁ'llihﬁ vp +he pages.

T asked Mom and Dad if we could bu?( ohe of
+hose aquariums and get a ton of fish +o k:c?
my li+tle 9uy company. But Dad said that
aquariums cost money and maybc T could ask for
one for Christmas.

See, +this is what stinks about bci‘ns a kid. You
oh!;/ get two shots at getting stoff ?’Ou want,
and thats on Christmas and ?mur Jc-ir‘i'hdn‘y. And
+hen when one of +hose Ja?rs DOES come, ?mur
?a.rehi's mess *ﬂninss up anhd Eu?( you-a an!ﬁwg.



T T had my owh money, T could Just bu?t
whatever T wanted and not have to embarrass
mfsehc every time T needed to rent a video game
or fm?( a ?ie.ce of cnhd){ or sohﬁ'fhihg.

Ahywn?f, The nlwnys kinown that Tl e".rch‘?ually
be ri-:}\ and anus, but I’m s-l'ar-l'ihg +o Se-l' a4

litle concerned that it hasn't happened yet. T
'ﬂﬂure& T4 at LEAST have my owh ren!i-k;r TV

show b?z now.

Las+ hisH' I was wa-l'r.hiha one of those television
shows w’ntrr: a hnhh}.( lives wi‘ﬂx a ’{“""17 for a
week and then tells +them all +he wn?rs -I‘hey're

Strcwihs up-



Well, T dont know if the woman had o go to

some sPtrjn'l mhh}( 5chml or som-ﬂ\ih& . but ﬂ'\n‘l'*s
the kind of Jub T was BORN 4o do.

T Ju5+ need to ’F-'E,ure out how to 3?,-} mfse.'lf in
line for +hat Jub when the hanny retires.

YOUR HOUSE IS A WRECK, YOUR KIDS
HAVE NO MANNERS, AND...HEY, MR.
JOHNSON, YOU'RE NOT GOING OUT
IN THAT SHIRT, ARE YOU?

A few years ago T started collecting my personal
mementos, like book reports and old *h:r)fs and
stuff like that, because when My rmuseur opens i
wanna make sure its packed with interesting

+}\ih35 F‘I"orn rﬂ?‘ !i‘FE.
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But T dont ktep nh)!‘ﬂ'\i'hs like lo!!i?o? sticks

+that have my saliva on them because, believe me,

T do NOT need o be cloned.

When Tm famous, Tm gonna have to make some
life changes.



pnll ?m{mbl?' have +o ﬂ)z n ?rim-’m J'e+sJ because
£ T ﬂ‘y oh regular ?hms, T get rcn"’y nhho;;ed
when ?m?le in the back +r>( to mooch off my

first-class bathroom.

THE BATHROOM IN
THE BACK IS FULL,
j T,

Arnother -i'}\ihg famous ?m?h have +o deal with is
that their ?/ouhatr' sibh'hgs end up 3t'l+ih3 famous
JU‘S'}‘ because 'H‘ut}r‘r e related.




HY closest brush with fame so far was when Mom
s.'shed me up for a mde!.’ha Jub a few years ago.
T +hink her idea was o Se-t ?ic-rures of me in
clothes m-bdlog,uts or some-ﬂ-\.'hs like +hat.

But the only +thing ﬂmy used my picture for was
this stupid medical book, and Tve been 4rying o

lve i+ down ever since.

Tutsda?f
1 spent the afternoon Fl“}"‘hﬂ video games and
m-hhihs up on the Suh&ny comics.,



‘I +urhe.d o ‘H‘lﬁl back page, ahd ‘ﬂ‘lE'.I"E. was ah n&
where "Lil Cutie” u5un|lf iS.

Wanna be on the
funny pages?
’ a We're looking for a talented

- cartoonist to write and draw
7
@)

O‘I a one-panel comic to replace
9] “Li'l Cutie.” Can you tickle
: / our funny bone?
et Cartoons featuring animals or pets will rot be considersd.
Man, Tve been waiting FOREVER for an
oPPar“l'uth like +his. T had a comic in my school
paper once, but +his is a charce 4o hit the BIG +ime.

The ad said -I':‘\e?f weren+ a.r.ceF-HhS ar.?r ahimal
comic strips, and T +hink T know w]h?' Theres
+his comic about a Jaﬂ called “Precious Poachie,”
and its been running for about Fiﬂ'y years.

The vy who wrote it died a 1ah3 time ago, but
ﬂ\e}(]re sill ren:’yclihs his old comics.



T dont know if +1'\e>e’re funny or not because, +o
be honest with ?lou, most of them dont even make

sense to a ?ersc-h rﬂ?i age.

A

whot's all

+he fuss...

over these new-
here ... fangled...
. S

CE\W,

Ah?nwu?f, +he newspaper has 4ried 4o get rid of
that comic a bunch of times, but whenever +Jnc)1
try 4o cancel it all +he “Precious Poochie” fans come

ot of -ﬂ\e wmdwark and mke a biﬂ stink. 1
guess ?mPlt +hink of this cartoon dr:rﬂ as +heir

awhn ?E‘l’ or snm*l'}\ina.



The last 4ime -H'\t?( 4ried o cancel "Precious Poochie,
four busloads of senior citizens from Leisure Towers
showed up at the hewspaper offices downtown and
didn+ leave undtil H\e?( 9ot their way.

Daily News

Sniur&nf
Mom was nc'HhS en‘l'ra—:}\ter?‘ '1'}\[5 morhr'hg, and I
could +ell she had Saer]hihs up her sleeve.

A+ 10:00 she said we all needed +o get in +he
station wagoh, nh& whth I:nsktd htr whgre we
were going, she said i+ was a "surPr;se."



T roticed Mom had ?a.ck:& sunscreen and bn‘l’l’ﬁh&
suits and stuff in the back of the station wagoh, So
. i H‘mousli'rl' we must be headed for the beach.

But when T asked her if T was r'@‘vl', Mom said the
?ldutt we were going was BETTER +han +he beach.

Nherﬁtr we were 3aih3, it was +nki‘n5 4 '|r:rh5 +ime
to get there. And it wasnt that fun being stuck
in the backseat with Rodrick and Mdhhy.




T"lnhhy was sitting in between me and Rodrick on
the hump. At one point Rodrick decided to tell
Muhh},f +he JnunP was the worst seat in the car
because it was the smallest and least comfortable.

E.vmhall;;, Mom and Dad got sick of Mnhh}ajs
cryiha. Mom said T had +o +ake a +urn on +he
}wm? becavse T'm the second 7ouhse.s+ and i+
was "uhl}e fair.” So every time Dad ran over a

?u'f’nola, my head hit the roof of the car.



A+ about 2:00 T was getting r‘edll}' !huhgr}f, so
T asked if we could stop for some fast food. Dad
wouldnt P“" over, because he said the ‘PEaPlE at
fast-food restaurants are “idiots.”

Well, T know w}x?r he +hinks +hat. E.J.rer?( time

Dad goes to the fried chicken ?lace oVer hear our
house, he 4ries to P!nce his order %rousin +he
trash can.




‘I Saw d sfsh for a Pizm ?ince, d.hd 'I be%ed Mom
and Dad o let us eat there. But T quess Mom was

-I'ryihS ‘o save mhe;( i because she came ?raPnred.

1 PACKED

A half hour later we Pu'lled into a b.’s Pnt‘kihg lot,
and T krew :xnc*l'lf where we were.

\We were at the SHFS“LJ:E Water Park, where we
used to go as kids. And T mean LITTLE kids.

TH+s ren"y a ?ldﬂ;e meant for ?eoPle l“"mhhy’s age.



Mom mustve heard me and Rodrick groan in +he
backseat. She said we were gonna have a Srm-f
du?z as d 'Fur-.il?' and it would be the Hﬂhli&h‘l’ of

our Summer Vacatioh.

T have bad memories of +he Sh‘?sh'&e Water
Park. One time Grnh&Pn took me there, and he
lef+ me in the waterslide area for Pmc-ﬁcally +he
w]n.nle &n)(. He sni& l\e was gohha go rend his
book and hed meet me there in three hours. But T
didnt nchmﬂy g0 oh nh7 slides because of +he sigh
at the entrance.

UNDER 48"

MUST BE
ACCOMPANIED
BY AN ADULT

|

g '1'1'\:.'".:3}1'1‘ fau had o be {or-r)(-m's’.'\'l' ;/r:nrs old
to ride, but it turns out the +wo little lines
next to the number meant “inches.”




So T bas.'cnlly wasted r-?f dn)! waiting for Grnhcl?n
4o come back and get e, and then we had to leave.

Rodrick has bad memories of +he Sli?s!ide \Water
Fdr‘k, too. Last },fe.nr‘ }m’s bdhd sa-r Emke& ‘o c{c:-
d s}\aw oh 'H'-.u FUSIC S"ruﬁe "r]'m;( hn"fe hear 'H-m
wave Ponl- Rodrick’s band asked the Pnrk ?Eo?lt
+o set them up with a smoke machine so 'H‘u‘:}( could
have some sFm:idl effects for +heir show.

{l'm

Sor

But Sﬂ‘l‘ﬁtbﬂd'f screwed up, and ‘H‘.i:;f set Rodrick’s
band up with a BUBBLE machine instead.



T found out the reason Mom took us to the

water ?-Ark +ac|n7: T+ was hni{—?ric: for families.
Uhfar'fumﬁl?', it looked like Just about a:'ver?'
{am.‘i?r in the state was there, +oo.

WWhen we got 'f!hruu.g,}\ the gates, Mom rented a
stroller for thh}e. T convinced her +o s?e.hcl\ a
little more mah:?‘ and rent a double stroller,
becavse T knew it was gohha be a |oh5 ddy and
I wanted +o conserve r-'?' ehergy.

[REFT
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Mom ?ark.t& the stroller near the wave pool, which
was So crowded you could ba.rr.l?* even see the water.
After we put on our sunscreen and found a ?ldce
to sit, T felt a few rnihdn::FS, and then T heard
+hunder. Jﬂ'\th an anhouncement came over the

Iw&s?mker.

DUE TO LIGHTNING, THE SLIPSLIDE WATER
PARK. IS NOW CLOSED, THANK YOU FOR
COMING, AND HAVE A NICE DAY.

E.ueryam hit +he exits and got in +heir cars. But
with all the ?eo?le -I'r}'[hs +o leave at the exact

same time, it was a total traffic Jnm.




Mahh;; 4ried to entertain everyone by telling J'ol:as.
A‘!‘ first Mom and Dad were em:wrasihs i,

But after a while, Mnhn?e’s Jakes didnt even

ma L'. g sehse.

We were low on 945, So we had 4o turn off the
air conditioner and wait for the par J:Ihﬂ lot to

clear up.



Mom said she had a headache, and she went +o
the back +o lie down. An hour later traffic F-’hnll?(
+hinned out, and we so+ onto the Hs’nwny.

We s+o?Pul for gas, and about For’ry--ﬁ?e minutes

later we were home. Dad told me to wake Mom up,
but when T looked in the back of the station

wagon, Mom wasnt there.

=

For a few minutes mbc&?' krew where she went.
Then we realized +he a‘nl)ﬂ Plur,e she could be was
at the gas station. She mustve gotten out o use
+he bathroom when we s*h:-PPe&, and hal:ody noticed.

nr-mi'-‘

Sure chausln, thats where she was. \We were Slad
to see her, but T dont think she was +oo ha??f
to see US.



Mom didn+ ree.liy say dh?'-l'hma on the ride back.
Som&ﬂu'ha tells me she’s had her fill of -Fnr-dlf
+r::-5e-l'htmtss for a while, and thats Soa&,
because T have , Too.

Sum]-d.?f
1 r‘enﬂ); wish we didn+ 9o on +hat trip }/esﬁ'erdn}; ;
because if we S'ha)'ed home, ey fish would sl be alive.

Before we left for our trip T fed my fish, and Mom
said T should feed Rodrick’s fish, +oo. Rodrick’s fish
was in a bowl on ‘l'aP of the rtnfriserﬁar, and T'm
?r‘eHPJ sure Rodrick hadnt fed his fish or cleaned

the bowl once.



T +think Rodrick’s fish was IMH& off of the “'3“
growing on +he slass.

When Mom saw Rodrick’s bowl, she +hnu3h+ it
was dISSUS'HhS. Se sl'\e ‘mok hfs ;ish uhd P“+ it i

When we got home from the water ?nrk, l
went s-l'r‘u.}gln-r ‘o -ﬂ\e ]:i‘l‘cheh to ﬁe& rn;,e {Eﬂ-\.
But 1*.!: was gone, and it wasnt a bls m?(S‘I’tr}#
what haP?med +o him.



%
T didnt even have time to feel sad about it,

because +a&a7 was Father's Day and we all had +o
st-l' in -I‘he car and go vp to grnhd?ais for br‘uhv:.}\.

T 4ell you this: T T'm ever a dad, )/ou’re hot
gonna see ME drtssihs up in a shirt and tie and
saihs +o Leisure Tawers on Father's Dd?‘. I'm
gohna go off b?r m?(sd-r and have some FUN. Byt
Mom said she 'I'huuslﬁ it would be Sour.J: for the
+hree 3thtrn‘!'inhs of He{:ﬂey men +o be ‘|'OSEH‘\ET'-

I guess T rustve been ?icthg at my food,
because Dad asked me what was wrong. T +old him
T was bummed out because rq?r fish died. Dad said
}w: didnt '["{‘_d"?( k how whn‘f +to Sn).( because hi:'cl
never had a pet die before.



Hf. said he used o }m\m a 403 mm:cl NnrH.}r whe.h H'm
was a kid, but Nuﬁy ran away to a !}u-H'erﬂ?J farmm.

e e

Tve heard Dad +ell this same s-h::r}r about Nu
and +he 5u++erﬂy farm a million times, bt T didn+
wanha be rude and cut him off.

'ﬂwch Gr'a.hJPa s?oltc vp and s:u& .wc 1\&4 a "-:m{e.';sﬁ::h"
to make. He said that N-.rH)' didnt actually run away
to0 a biﬂ'hrﬂy farm, Grah&fm said what REALLY
hammd was that he dtﬂfjfhﬁ"y ran over the riog
when he was bnckins Hs car out of the dn‘w:wn‘y.




Grnthn sm’& ha mde up +he bu-t-i'erﬂf farm s-h:r?t
so he didnt have to tell Dad +he truth, but that
now -ﬂ'my could have a 300& Inuah over it.

But Dad was MAD. He +old us 4o get in +he car,
and he left Grandpa with the bill for brunch. Dad
didnt sny dh}t'i'hihs on the wny‘ home. He Just
clra-??ed us off at+ the house and drove awn?z.

Dad was gohe for a long time, and T was starting
+o think mybt he was gonna just +ake +the rest of

+he c}ny for himself. But he showed up an Nour
later r.nrryihs a bis cardboard box.



Dad put the box on the floor, and believe it or
not, there was a DOG in there.

o o

Mom didnt seem 4oo thrilled that Dad went out
and bou3h+ a dr::-g without C!.‘lttkihs with her first.
T dont think Dad has ever even bcrughi' a Pair
of pants for himself without getting Moms OK
beforehand. But T +hink she could see that Dad

was ]hn?‘e}/, so she let him kr.t? it.

A+ dihmr Mom Sm'& we ﬂwulcl come up wi-l']h 4 hame

'Fﬂl" '{'}\t &Os-




T wanted 4o name i+ SQF"'E'I’HHS cool like Shredder or
Ri?  jaw but Mom said my ideas were too ' Violent."

Mnh‘n;.f’s ideas were a whole lot worse, +1-\ou31,-\. He
wanted to name the clos an animal name like

E-le?hnh-l' or Zebra.

Rc&ricl: h'l:’.e& 'H'\e animal name f&m : nhd !-m Smid we
should call +he clng Torte.

Mom said we should call the clog Sweetheart. T

+hou3‘h+ that was a rmllf terrible idea, because
+he das is a BOY, not a S'H‘



But before any of us could iffgh-i it, Dad asree:d
with Moms idea.

T +hink Dad was willing to go with ﬂhy“ﬂ'\fhs Mom
came up with if i+ meant he didnt have to take
+he ‘J"’S back. But Somﬁ'}\iha tells me Uncle Joe
would not approve of our &aa’s hame.

Dad told Rodrick he should go o +he mall to btr}(
a bowl and Sﬁ the dae,‘s name Prih-ha& on it, and
here's wl'\n.*t‘ Rocln'ck came Jﬂack WHH‘; —

>



T guess thats what you get when you send +he
worst speller in the Family off 4o do your errands.

Nedhescln?e
T was r“"““}’ hn???' when we got our doa at first,
but now T'm s+nr+fh3 4o have second +hou3h+s.

The dnsjs dcha!l}z been Jrﬁrihs me crazy. A few
Hﬁ{'ﬁs dago d commercial came oh W; d.hd it
showed some So?hcrs ?o??ins in ahd out of their
holes. Sweetie seemed Fraﬁy interested in that, so
Dad said —

WHERE ARE THE
GOPHERS, SWEETIE?
WHERE ARE THEY, BOY?

That got Sweetie all riled up, and he started
Iaarkina at the TV.



Now Sweetie barks at+ the TV CONSTANTLY,
and the nhly ‘l'lnins that gets him 4o stop is when
+’m: commercial wi+h H‘\e sthers comes back on.

.”'W' 1 IH

But what I“E".ﬁ“.?l bugs me about the &"3 is that he
likes o SIEEP i my bﬁd, n.hd I:’n afr’u.id *\EFH bite
“f hand off if T 'h”?( +o move him.

GRRARRS

/I LY L.—- -__.__,-J-—__'

And he doesnt Just siec? in my bed. He slnr,Ps
riﬂ}ﬂ' smack in the middle.



Z2ZL

Dad comes in my room at 7:00 E‘u’Et"}J morhing to
take Sweetie out. But T guess me and the 403
have som:‘l’h-'hs in common, because he doesnt like
getting out of bed in the morning, either. So Dad
furns 'i'}ne lish’i‘s on and off o '1T>( 1o make -ﬂ\e
r:lng wake vp-

COME ON, SWEETIE.
GET UP GET UP GET
UP GET UP GET UP. /|

. *
FLICK

FLICK
E E-;ucx I
- 2ZELT
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YtS'I'arddf Dad couldnt st'l' Sweetie 4o 90 ou‘t‘side,
s0 he tried something new. He went to the front
of the house and rang +he doorbell, which made
the clag shoot out of bed like a rocket.

The ¢h1?( Probii:rn was, he used Y face as a

Inuhchihs ?ad.
DING DONG

E]" o
i Lol U—

— \ ]

I.'l' mustve been rdinihs outside this mn*dh& because
when Sweetie came back in he was s}\iﬁ.rerihs and
s.:nkihs wet. 'ﬁ\th he 4ried +o 3e+ under the covers
wi‘fh me to gc'l' warm. Lucl:ﬂ?z, ’r}m mu:l&}( hnht.lr H‘ms
given me a lot of practice with this sort of -I'{\ihs,
so T was able 4o k::F him out.



bl

"ﬂwurs&n?l

'ﬂ'\is mrﬁhﬂ Dnd wasn+ able to Sr.'f 'H'\e: n:!ns out
of rn;f fm& no matter WHAT he 'l'rit&. So ]\e went
to work, and about an hour later Sweetie woke me
vp to take him outside. T wra??ecl m?'SeH': in my
blanket and then let the dog out the front door
and waited for him to do his business. But Sweetie
decided o make a run for it, and T had to chase
after Hrn.




You know, T was nc-ruaHy hwihs a pretty decent
summer until Sweetie came along. He's ruining +he
two '?I\lwihss that are the most FmFar“'i‘ah'f ‘o me!
television and sleep.

And you krow how Dad is dlwa?*s getting on my
case about l;}(ihs around all Jn?(? Well, Sweetie is
twice as bad as me, but Dad’s CRAZY about
that dog.

T don+t think the 'Fr:tlihs is mutual, 'ﬂ‘mush. Dad
is dlw::}zs +r)rh-.5 to get the &ns to give him a kiss

oh the hose, but Sweetie wont do it.




T. cahn J:'.ihd of uhdersi'nh& why 'H‘\E &::5 dazsh‘-f
like DPad.

'ﬂﬁe ah]?( ?ars:::h Sweetie really likes is Mom , even
+hau3h she {mrel?’ Fa).rs Hm ah}( attention. .ﬁm& 'J:
can tell that's starting to drive Dad a little nuts.

RS




T +hink Sweetie is Just more of a ladies’ man. So T

guess +hat's sam'l'l.'\ihs else we have in common.

JULY
Sa'l'ur&u.;
Last night T was working on a new comic to
rui)lntc L Cotie.” T {i‘gur:& +here would be a lot
of com'F=+i+En-h for the open slot, so I wanted to
come up with something that r‘mll?' stood out. T
made up ‘H‘ﬁs comic called "HE.?JJ PeoPle!“ ‘l'ha.-l'.s,
sort of like a half cartoon, half advice column. T
ﬁsure T can use it to make the world a better
?1:1.&. , or at least a better Fln:e for ME.

=T

FRONT OF




MY TOENAIL WAS SO

INGROWN, 1T TOOK. ss.q

TO DIG I.T DLFI'

—

WHEN IN PUBLIC, KINDLY REFRAIN
FROM DISCUSSING DETAILS OF YOUR
RECENT SURGERY.

T figured sirce Dad reads the comics, T might as well
write a few that were sPeciPm“;; ‘hr'ae‘lt& at him.




T wouldve written a bunch of comics las+ Hsln'h
but Sweetie was &rivihs me crazy and T couldnt
concentrate.

While T was druwihﬂ , the doa was sitting oh my
pillow 1ickih3 his paws and his tail, and he was
ren“?t getting into it.

S\LORK
A\ ORK

P B

Whenever Sweetie does that, T have +o remember
+o ﬂ.‘F +he Fillr:-w over when T g0 to bed. Last
'nFS}ﬁ L {arac:-f, and when T in;y down T put my
head r.‘SH on the wet spot.

S?enkihs of |ickih3, Sweetie -Fihnlly kissed Dad
las+ NSH‘. T+s ?r‘obab'l becauvse Dad had potato
cl-u'Fs on his breath, and T think clugs have an
automatic response o that sort of ﬂ'\ihs.



T didnt have the heart 4o tell Dad +hat Sweetie
had Just chhd' the ?nﬁ half hour on Py PI"nw
h‘ck;hs his rear end.

Ahfwa?l, T'm hafsiha T can write a few more
comics 'Tthsl-\-h because Tm not gonha be able +o
get any work done tomorrow. Tomorrow's the

Fourth of J'ul?(, and Mom is mkiha +he whole
{amﬂ? go to +he +own ?ml.

T 4ried 1o get out of it, ms*l'b( because T want
+o make i+ +}xrau3}1 the summer without hﬂihs Yo
walk past the shower guys- But T +hink Moms
still hoping to have one perfect fmil;{ &ny this
summer, so theres no use ﬁg]‘rﬁhs o 5



Monda

M{—ﬂuﬁﬁh of Iul?f started out pretty rough. \When
got o the Paoh T 4ried o get +}xrau3-'n the

locker room as c{uick]?‘ as T could. But the shower

9uys were rmll?( c‘ha-l-ty, and +1nr:?! didnt make it

EAS?’ on.me,

Then Mom +old me she lef+ her suhslnsses out in
+he car, so T had +o g0 BACK %rous}x the
shower area to the ?nr‘kiha lot. T wore Moms
smglassas on the return trip to make it clear T
wasnt interested in conversation, but that didnt
work out so Sood, erther.



Seriousl?', T wish those avys would Just take a
shower at home before ﬁw.?( came to the ?ool.
Becauvse once you see samba:l‘y like +hat, you can
never look at them the same way again.

MIND IF I
BORROW




After T got past the locker room, +Hn55 didn+
5&‘1‘ a whole lot better. ﬂ\t Scene was JuS‘l’ about
how T remembered it, exce?-r more crowded. T
quess e‘werynht ha& -H\e Sdme i&en ‘o sPehd -ﬂ\e
Fourth at the pool.

The ohl?r +ime +he Pml cleared out was when the

h’feSunrJ called a fifteen-minute rest break and all
the kids had 4o 3e'|' out of the water.

T +hink the idea behind rest breaks is +o give
adults a little time to eh\jo;/ +he Poul , but T dont
kinow how ﬂ'\t?',ﬂ: suFFoSEd +o relax with three
hundred kids waiting for the break to be over.



‘N}\eh I wds )’O"hﬂtr :t usad to Jus+ go Swim ih
the bnb;,l ?oul durihg, the fifteen-minute rest
br‘eak; but +h¢+ was before I knew w}w.-f went
oh in there.

MAMA, T™
PEEING!

The ahly area of the ?cu:| that wasnt a comPle-re
madhouse was the :Jﬂ:? end, and thats where the
diving boards are. T havent been in the deep end
since T was dﬂhﬁ‘ years old, when Rodrick talked
me into J””P"hﬁ off the 1‘\[3’.'\ dive.



Rodrick was alwnys -I-ryfhs to get me to Jum? otf
+he Hgl-\ dive, dbut that +all ladder rth?' scared
me. He told me T needed o conquer r-.?l fears or

'.I:H never l)e:ur-re d mMmdhn.
Sy
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Then one c!a?f Rodrick +old me that there was a
clown at the top of the Jivihs board who was
}mdhr.lihs out free -I'a::},rsdr and that 501' my attertion.

But 57 the +ime T realized Rodrick was full of
{m!ahey, i+ was too late.



Ahfw:l;f, +odd:; Mom got everyone +03e+¥\er o go
o -H-\e Picric darea bemuse -ﬂ-\ey were 3h.rihs out

free watermelon.

But The got a fear of watermelon, too. Rodrick
is alwa;rs +¢Ii;h5 me that if yov eat the seeds,
then a watermelon will grow in your stomach.




T dont krow if he's -h:liihs +he truth or not, but
schoal’s ahly a couple of months away, 5o Trm not
williha 4o take +he risk.

When i+ started getting dark, everyone put their
blankets out on the lawn to watch the fireworks
&is?ld.y. We sat staring vp at +he sky for a long
time, but hﬂ-‘l’l‘\;hs was ’.‘mF?erﬁh&

'ﬂ'xth someone came oh the lauds?mker and said
that the show was canceled because someone lef+
the fireworks out in the rain last hish"r and -I'he;,f
got soaked. Some little kids started +o cry, so a
-::ﬂu?|e of grown-ups tried to create their own

fireworks show.



Luckily, the fireworks &is?lar at the couh+r‘>/ club
down the road started r‘is}ﬁ' about then. T+ was a
l+He hard 4o see over +the trees, but at that ?o;hd'
T dont think anyone rmlly cared.




Tuesdaf

This morning T was sitting at the kitchen table
‘Flf??ihﬂ -ﬂ\rous,]‘x 'ﬂﬁe comics, uhd 'l'. came across
samg-l-}\;hs that almost made me spit out my cereal.

T+ was a *I-m'-—Paac back-to-school ad, rjsh-l' where
nhf kid could see it.

BACK TO SCHOOL
—— Blowout Satle!

) .dﬁma un:dptltckm-nﬁd{swamrs,d All ltems
ungarees, pleated skirts, vests, an 0
d 50%

mutch, much maore!

ONLY AT MORTIE'S! OFF

T cant believe its d.c+ual|}( LEGAL 45 run a
back-to-school ad two months before school
starts. Ah?eahr. who would do that kind of “1'}\ihs
must rea"}( not like kids.



T'm sure back-+o-school ads are gohha start
PoP?ihs up all over +he qucz how, anhd the next
+}1ih3 you know, Mom is gonha be +e|||'h5 me it
+ime to g0 cin'ﬂwes s"w??ihﬂ. Ahd wi'ﬂw Mom,
that's an ull-duy affair.

So T asked Mom if Dad could take me clothes
shopping instead, and she said yes- T +hink

she saw i+ as some kind of father-son boh&iha

op ?ar+uhi +)(

But T 4old Dad he could Just go without me and
?Jck out whatever he wanted.



Well, THAT was a dumb move, becavse Dad did
all of HS Sl\o??ihs at H-\e Pl‘\ﬂrrﬂd.(?f.

Before I Saw 'H'\:H‘ d&, m‘}( c{a?f was bnd e,rmus}\
dlren&}f. T+ rained again +his morning, So Sweetie
+tried +o get under the covers with me after Dad
took him out.

T guess T mustve been a little off my game,
because the Jas found a 94p between +he blanket
and the bed and mhﬂged to Sa't +hrnu3¥1-

And let me tell you, theres nothing more terrifying
+han beihS '!'rn??e& under your covers wearing m-rhns
but underwear with a wet c!os trqwlihs all over }eou.
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T was stewing about the daa and that back-+o-
school ad when my whole cln)/ turned around. Mom
had ?rihi'e:l out some ?[dures from the Fourth,
and she lef+ +them |7£h5 oh the kitchen table.

Th one of the pictures you could see a li{eg,uqr& in
‘H.'\t I)dtksrouh&. I‘t was a litte }mrd +o +ell, but
T ?r‘e—H?t sure the !ifesuard was Heather Hills.

[

T




T+ was so crowded at the Pml 7&5-’:&1*&4}( that T
didnt even notice the lifeﬂ,mr&s. And if that renli)(
WAS Hmﬂ'\er HEHS, I cant believe 'I. rru'SSecf her'.

Heather Hills is the sister of Haﬂ}; Hills, who is one
of +the cutest grls in my class. But Heathers in
HIGH school, which is a whole different league
+han middle school.

This Heather Hills %ihs is chnhaihs my whole
?ers?edw: on the town ?anl. Th fact, Tm
starting +o rethink my whole SUMMER. The dos
Nas ruined all the fun of f:-cihs at home, and T

realized that if T dont do samrl‘{‘xihs quir,l:, T
won+ have ahyi'hihs sm:.l: +o sc?( about rn)' vacation.



So starting fomorrow Th gohna have a whole new
attitude. And }\o?e-l'-.ully by the time T get back
to school, T'll have a ’nish school sirhfrith&, too.

‘Nedhes&u?g

Mom was r‘mlul?( Jna.?v??' T was willing to go to +he
pool with her and Mdhh}( *1'0&&?«, and she said she
Was Proud T was {ihn“?( Pu++ih3 my fdmil}f n
front of video games. T didnt mention Hmﬂwer
H[Hs +o Maom, because I: don+ need her se'H‘Ehs n
the middle of my love life.

=




When we 3a+ there, T wanted 4o 90 5+rn.‘3’n+ to
+he ?ool area and see if Heather was on du‘i‘f. But
+hen T realized T4 better be ?raPnrtd in case

she was.

So T made a pit stop in the bathroom and lathered
rr?(sehf in suntan ol. Then T did a bunch of ?ush-uf:s
and sit-ups o rmﬂ?( make y muscles pop-

T was ?robdbl?x in there for about fifteen minutes. T
was c]-\ecbhs m?fsd-F out in the mirror when T heard

someone in a stall clear his throat.




Well, +hat was ?r:-H-y mbarmssihs, because i+
meant whoever was in there could see me ﬂexihs n
front of the mirror the whole time. And i +hat
person was ah?r-l'}mihs like ME, he couldnt 9o to
the bathroom until he had complerte ?ri""““)"

6 ﬁsurecl the person in the stall couldnt see my
face, so at least he didnt know who T was. T
was Juﬁ about o sli? out of the bathroom when
T heard Mom at the front of the locker room.

Mom wanted to know what took me so lohs and
w}\y T looked so ”5’.'1;?'?’,“ but T was nlrtad}r
|aokih5 past her and scanhing +he |i-&5uar‘&
stands to see if Heather Hills was on deck.



Ahd sure emush; she was. T went rEsH' pver +to
her and parked myse.lf underneath her chair.

Every once in a while T'd sa snmﬂ'\ihs witty,
and {' think T was &cﬁrﬁ:l; impressing h:?

DOES MRS. ARCIAGA
REALLY THINK ITS A
GOOD IDEA TO WEAR A
BIKINI WHEN SHE'S

IH Se-l' Hmﬂ\tr a hew cup of water w}\emver t
looked like she needed a refill, and every time some
l’-‘.id wculJ do .Enmei'}xiha wrong, IIJ E?Mk up 50
Hen‘l'}'u:r didnt have +o.



(WAALLLKK!)

L

Whenever Heathers shift ended, T'd follow her +o
her next station. Every fourth time, T4 end vp
in front of where Mom was sitting. And let me
el you, "+'s not easy +o be smooth when your
mother is sitting five feet away.

DO YOU WANT ME TO
GET YOU SOMETHING




L Just !-;::Pe Heather knows that T would do
ANYTHING for her. Tf she wants someone 4o
put suntan lotion oh her back or towel her off
after she takes a JEP in the ?ml, Tm the man
for +he Job.

T {msimﬂy Buha out with Heather until i+ was
time to ge. On my way home T was %Ehkihs
that if +he rest of my vacation goes like +o&a}t,
+his WILL be +he best summer ever, Just like
Mom ?rer:{.'c-l'e&. Th fact, the r:!hl?( -I'thj that
cahn rumn +hih35 hiow 15 -ﬂ-\u.-t s-hnFiJ mu&d;{ hd.h&.
T'm sure it 1l show up at the exact wrong moment

and sFuﬂ eve ry-rhihﬂ.

GREG HEFFLEY, DO YOU
TAKE HEATHER HILLS TO
BE YOUR LAWFULLY
WEDDED WIFE?




Nedhes&a?'

Tve been hnhgihs out with Heather t".fer';{ sinsit
Ja?' for the past week.

T realized my friends at school will never believe
it when T 4ell them about me and Heather, so T
asked Mom to take a picture of me s’mhdi‘na next
+o 'ﬂm |i1ft3unrd t]'\m'r.

Mom didn+ have her camera, so she had 4o use her
cell ?hnhc. But she couldnt {'"isur: out how to take
a ?Jr.-l'url: with i1, and T ended vp s-l'nhcjihs +here
for a lohs tirme lﬂﬂkihﬂ like a fool.




T {imlly got Mom to press +he risln'l' button 4o
+ake a ?i-:-h;r‘e ) but when she cli&, the camera was
?nirﬁ'ed +he wrohg wn;; and she took a ?iﬁure of
herself. See, +this is w}\y 2 alwnfs say that

-l'echhalosy is wasted on grown-ups.

T got Mom o point the camera at me, but ria}vl' at
that moment her phone rang and she answered it.

HELLO? BARBARA? IS
THAT REALLY YOU?

Mom talked for about five minutes, and b)( +he

+ime s}xt was duhtJ thﬂmr was oh to }xer hext
shift. But that didnt stop Mom from taking the
?Ec'i'ur: nhfwny.



'Fr‘i&n?f

Relyihﬂ on Mom for y ride to the Pool is starting
+o become a ?rob'le-.rn. Mom doesn+ want o go to
+he le e:'ufer)' dn?( , and when she DOES 90, she
ohly s-l-nys a few hours.

T like 4o be at the pool from the +ime it opens
until the time i+ closes so T can maximize my
+ime with Hed.'l'}\er. I wash+ about +o ask
Rodrick to clri‘ure me to -H\e Paul in his Vah
because he ﬂlw{l}"S makes me sit in the back, and

‘H‘\era are ho seats.

T realized T need my OWN transportation,
and |u¢.ki|7 T found a solution ?lesﬁrdd.y.



One of our hzishbnrs lef+ a bike out b;y the curb,
and T ook it before anyone else could.

I rode the bike home and Parked i+ in the
garage. When Dad saw i+, he said it was a "SH
bike” and T should get rid of it.

But T +ell you at least +wo reasons a Sir| bike is
better than a boy bike. Number one, gl bikes have
545_, -:uslwhy seats, and thats re.n"?z impor-tart
wheh }mure r:dnhs in ?four baﬂﬁ-ﬁs surt.

GIRL SEAT
BOY SEAT

-



And rumber two, Sir| bikes have +hose baskets on
the handlebars, which are 30&& for carryihs ?fuur

video games and suntan lotion. Plus, my bike came

with a bell, and that REALLY comes in }mh&?(

MOVE ALONG,
PEOPLE!

M{)hdd}(
i i guess T shouldve known that a bike +hat
was left out with the trash wasnt gonha last

"H‘EI")( |ah3.

T was ri&ihs home from +he ?aa| :,'es-l'erdd?', and
the bike started getting all wabbly. Then the
front wheel ?a?fae& riahi‘ off. So "i‘a&d.)l T had
+o ask Mom for a ride 4o the Pool.



When we got there, Mom said T had 4o take
Mahh}( with me +hrcu5"\ +he locker room. She said
he's getting oo old to 90 +hrau3}\ +he women's
locker room with her, so T guess -H-m}-/ must have
+he same shower situation in there as Jr}\e?! do in

+he mens locker room.

T+ shouldve taken about five seconds o get
Mdhh}( from one end of the locker room to the
other, but it ook about ten minutes instead.

Muhh}( goes everyw}\ere with Mom, so he had

never m:‘l'uall>¢ BEEN in a men’s bathroom before.
He was renll?' cwrious and wanted o check E‘u’er‘)zﬂ\.iha
out. A‘!‘ ohe Puin‘l' I had +o 51'013 ]hfm from wa.shihs
his hands in the urinal because T guess he thought

it was a sink.
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T didnt want Mnhhy to have +o walk +}\re}u31\
+he shawer area and see 'I'he Jrhings IJ\re seen. So
1 got a towel out of m?r bns and was gohna PU“l’
i+ over Muhh?f’s eyes when we walked past the
Sham:r su?!s. But in '|'he +wo seconds i+ took me to
get my towel, Mahn?t wads gone. And fou’" hever
believe where he went.

T krew T had +o rescue thhy, so T closed rny
Eyes as ﬁsl'rl’ as T could and went in 1o save him.



T was renll?( nervous about 'I'auchiha one of the
shower avys: and for a second there T ﬂwugh*l'
T did.

T had 4o open my eyes 4o find Mnm?r, and then T
Srdbbe& him and got out as fast as T could.

When we got +o the other side, T“'ld.hh)f seemed
fine, but T dont think Tl ever +°+“Hf recover
from that Ei?tl"i!‘.htt.




T kind of s+d33ertd over +to rn?r s?crl' underneath
Heathers lifeguard chair. Then T started taking
:!ec? breaths o calm r--ysd-f: down.

Five minutes later some kid who mustve eaten oo
much ice cream threw up behind Henﬂ‘\efs chair.
Heather looked behind her, and then she looked
down like she was waiting for me o do Sam-l‘}\ihg.
i quess +he noble +’r.ih3 +o do was 4o clean up +he
mess for Heather, but this was r‘enll}{ beyahd +he

call of cilrl}(

Ah?omy, The been doing a lot of Hhinking |n‘|'c|?!, and
Tve realized that T need 4o let this summer romance
cool off a litte.



‘P|L.r5‘, Hen-ﬂwer*s Saihﬂ off to cnlle&: next ;,(mr, u.hr:l
+hose Iuhs-dis-l‘nhce r:laﬁahs}\i?s never renH?' seem

to work out.

AUGUST
Tuesdu?(
We ran into the Jeffersons at +the supermarket
'I'ada.7f. Me and Rowley havent s?ai::n to each

n'l'{\er inoover a month, so it was J:ihc! of d.wl:warcl.




Mrs. Jefferson said ﬂne;; were bu?'ihs groceries
for their +r.'1[7 4o the beach next week. That kind
of irritated me because thats wheri: MY {ahﬂ?«'
was SU??astcl to go this summer, But then Mrs.
Jefferson said something that rml!y threw me

for a IonP.

HOW WOULD
GREGORY LIKE

TO JOIN us?

i 1.\\“

Mr. Jefferson didnt look too +hrilled with that
idea, but before he could stk up Mom chimed in.

WHY, GREGORY WOULD
LOVE TO!
ST

thgrid




50rv¢+¥\ih3 about the whole incident seemed a little
qfis‘h;}( to me. Im kind of wohdering if it was a
setup, with Mom and Mrs. Jefferson conspiring o
get me and Rauh?' back +c:5e1"1‘1tr.

Believe me, Rowley’s +he LAST person T want
to s?zhcl a week with. But then T realized if T
went to the beach with +the Jeffersons, Td get
4o ride the Cranium Shaker. So mnyba my Summer
wont be such a bust after all.

Hoh&d;«
i krew I made a mistake ccm'na oh 'ﬂ'\is bl:m:h
-h'IP when I saw where we were S+n)!fh5.




M}« Fam;l},r nlways rents a condo in the his}\-rises
r‘ish-f hear the boardwalk, but +he ?hce where the
Jeffersons are S'}‘n'yihs 5 a h:vs cabin about five
miles from the beach. We went inside the cabin,
and there was no TV or computer or ANYTHING

wH'h a screen on it

T asked what we were su??osed to do for
entertainment, and Mrs. Jefferson said —




T +hcu3h+ that was a sm& one, and T was
about 1o tell Rowh.); his mom was ‘PI“E:‘H‘?( Fuhh;,(.
But she came back a second later with a bunch of
rendha material.

So +hat Jus-i‘ CONFIRMED Mom was in on this
?'lnn from the bzgihhihs.

All three Jeffersons read their books riS’n+ up
until i+ was time 4o eat. Dinner was OK, but
dessert was awful. Mrs. Jefferson is one of
those moms who sneaks }\enl-ﬂ'\)! food nto your
snacks, and her brownies were full of s?ihnr.h.

T dont think its a Sood idea to 5r'ih& up Vesehb!es
and ?u-i' “ﬂ\:m in kids' &tsser‘l's, because then 'fl.".tf
dont know what the real -l*hihﬂ is su??oseé Yo
taste like.



The first +ime Rowie;; had a regular brownie was
at m?' !nouse‘, and believe me, it wash+ ?rE'H}(.

After dinner Mrs. Jefferson called us all into the
living room o ?in?( games. T was hoPihs we were
gonha ?lay Same-fhihs normal like cards, but +he
Jeffersons have +their own idea of fun.

The Jeffersons Pin)(e& a game called “T Love You
Because,” and when it was my turm, T Pnsse&.

T LOVE YOU BECAUSE




Then we P]d.?’t& charades, and when it was Powlt?('s

turn, he was a clos-

At about F:00 Mr. Jefferson told us it was time
for bed. That's when T found out the slaa?iha
situation at the Jeffersons cabin was worse than
the entertainment situation,




There was GHL?’ one bed, so T +old 'Rowle?' we could
make a deal: Wed ﬂi? a coh, and one 9y would get
the bed and the other would sleeP on the floor.

But Rowlcf took a look at the '.'.I"US"’?( Shag mr?t‘l'
and decided he didnt want 4o risk i+. T decided T
wasn+t willing o s'|:c? on the floor, either. So T
got into bed with R(Tﬂlﬂ?{ and Jus*l‘ si‘a},'e& as far
away from him as ?ussfble.

Rowh:}! started snorihg rFS}\‘I' away, but T was
hd\n'ha trouble faHihs nslen:? with cd.hf my ba&;{
hahsih_a off the bed. T was -ﬁmll}{ starting to
drift off when Rowh;{ let out a scream like he was
l:eihs u'l"l'nckf.tl.



For a second there T 'kugl'rl' +he mudd;{ hand
had ﬁmll;f mus}ﬁ' up with us.

Rowley's parents came running in to see what
sy 9

hn? ?che&.

Rawltf said he ]'md a Nsun-fmr (3 'H'm-l‘ 'H'u:rr: was o
chicken hidihs underneath him.




Se Rowle.f's parents spent +he next twenty minutes
ing o calm him down and telling him i+ was Just
a bad dream and there re.n")i was ho chicken.

(SNIFF)
REALLY?

ill 2
3
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Nabn&y bothered 4o check on how T was cloihs
after {nllins off the bed onto y face.

Rowic?’ spent the rest of the night sleeping in his
?nr¢h+s' room, which was fine with me. Because
without Rowltly and his chicken dreams +o ku? me
awake, T was able +o get a 300& l'ﬂsH's s!er.?.

wedm&ny
IJ\I’E been stuck inside +}u’s cabin for -I‘}-.ree dn?(s
now, and T'm rml]y starting to lose my mind.



Tve been +ryih5 to get Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson
Yo take us to the bmr&wn]k, but ‘H'\E?( Sd\}( its +oo
ms)' +here.

TVve never gone +his Iohs without TV or computers
or video games, and L starting +o feel kind of
dts?e,ra‘l'e. Nheh Mr. Jefferson works late at H&h'}‘
on his laptop, T sneak downstairs and watch him
Juﬁ to 3&*1' a ﬂla‘m?sz of the outside world.

Tve 4ried 4o get Mr. Jefferson 4o let me use
his |a1[)+a? a cc:-uPle of +times, but he sn}gs it's his
"work r.amFuh:r“ and he doesnt want me to mess
dhy'i'}\ihs up. Last+ r-u'a’iﬁ T was at r-y JDreal:ihs
?oih-l', so T did ScImeJr]hihs a little risky.



\When Mr. Jefferson 9ot up to use the bathroom,
I ‘jum?t& at m;/ C!l".ﬂ?‘mt.

T rattled off an e-mail to Mom as ciuir.k as T
could, then ran upstairs and got into bed.

TO: Heffley, Susan
SUBJECT: SOS

HELF HELF GET ME OUT OF HERE THESE
PEOPLE ARE DRIVING ME CRAZY

When T came downstairs for breakfast this morming,
Mr. Jefferson didn+ look +oo ha???f o see me.

: _‘r_"_%"ll <~




T+ 4urns out that T sent that e-mail from Mr.
Jeffersons work account, and Mom answered back.

TO: Jefferson, Robert
SUBJECT: RE: SOS

Family vacations can be a challenge!
Is Gregory not behaving himself?

- Susan

i/ 'l']'muah*l' Mr. Jefferson was gonha r:n!l;,z let me
have it, but he didnt say nnft}xiha at all. Then
Mrs. Jefferson said m;;be we could go o the
boardwalk later on this afternoon and spend an
Nour or 4wo there.

Well, +hat's all T was ever askins for. A few
hours is all T rmil?z need.



b I o, P Just ride the Cranium Shaker once, T
feel like this rip wasnt a total waste of time.

Fﬁdﬂ?{
T'm back home from the beach 4wo dnys r,u.ri?z , and
if you wanna know +the reason wl:\y, s kind of a

l"h’S S‘h:-r‘?'.

The Jeffersons took me and P\owlef +o the
boardwalk ?'cs'l'nr&n?r afternoon. T wanted to g
on the Cranium Shaker n‘gl'd' away, but +he line
was ‘oo 10\"\3, so we decided 1o sc‘l' some food and

come back later.

e got some ice cream, but Mrs. Jefferson c:hl),(
ordered one cone for the four of us o share.




Mom gave me 'i'hir'!';/ dollars 4o sPthd at the
bench, nh& I blew -h-.re.h-l)f of it on 'l']'\is ohe

carnival game.

T was Jrr}(ins to win a giant stuffed m-!'erPi"nr,
but T +hink -H-\e?r have those games riaged so

YGU can I‘|‘ SUL‘.'EEE& .

Rowley watched me blow my twenty dollars, and
'H\.Eh {c asked his dad +o bu?( him +he EXACT
same.gjant m-h;r?illnr at a shoP next door. And
+he ‘l'lnihs +hat rcn"?f stinks is that i+ uhl?! cost
Hm ten bucks.



T +hink Mr. Jefferson is making a big mistake
with a move like +hat. Now Rcwlr.y feels like a

wWinher even +!‘~au51'w he isnt.

Tve had rn?' owh experience with that sort of
+Hn5. Last year when T was on the swim team,
-H-.ey had +his s?ednl swim meet T got invited 4o
on d SUhdd.?i.

ﬁmwm SWIM HEEE(




When T showed up, T realized none of the
GOOD swimmers were there. Tt was uhl}/ the
kids whu }md never won a ribbon before.

At first T was Fre:++>r hnfr?;; , because 5 'ﬂ'ﬁaus’n-i
T m'gh-]' w:'h.anli}( WIN same‘ﬂ\fhs for once.

T stll didnt do well, 'l'housh. M)' event was the
100-meter {freeﬁyle, and T got so ?on?e:l +hat
T had 40 WALK +he last L—.?.

But the Ju&aes didnt dis:lunlhf}( me. And at the
end of the hislﬂ', i got a -Firs+-F|n~:e ribbon,
which m)f quan’rs handed to me.



Ih ‘Fnt'h EVERYONE wn|k£'.4 nway wi'Hn. 'Fu'rs+-1l)lnce
r.'l)‘bo'ns, even Tumwy Lam, who 501’ +urned around in
the backstroke and swam the wrong wu.y‘.

When T sr:ﬁ home, T was confused. But +hen
Rodrick saw me with my Fir's-l‘-?lnc& Oﬁnn?ic:-hs
rEbbah, and he gave me +he scoop.

Rodrick +told me +he C}mm?iahs meet is just a
scam put on l:-?' parents +o make their kids feel

ke winhers.



T guess parents +hink -H'm?r’re doing their kids a
favor b}( soing ﬂaraug}a with all ﬁm‘h but if ?'ou
ask me, T +hink i+ Just causes more Prabltrns down
+he road.

T remember when T used +o be on the +ee-ball
+eam and a‘feryam would cheer even when T struck
out. "ﬂ'\ch "r}\t: hext y’mr , N Juﬁur baseball , all m
teammates and the other parents would boo me off
the field if T dropped a pop ﬂf or something.

Al T'm Snyihs i, if Rcw]e?f's parents wanha make
him feel Smd about himself, -ﬂ-.ey cant do it how
when hes a kid and then walk away. 'ﬂ-qe;?'lﬂm gotta
stick with him all the way %rous}\.




After +he m'l'erPﬂlnr ‘I']i'\ihs we just walked up and
down the boardwalk, waiting for the line for the
Cranium Shaker +o go down. Then T saw sarve*l'hihﬁ
that got my attention.

T+ was that girl from Rodrick’s kt}td‘\dﬂ'\ picture.
But here’s the 'I‘]hihS-‘ She wasnt a real person.
She was a CARDBOARD CUTOUT.

T {felt like an idiot for ever "r}\ihkihs +hat she was
a real Sirl. Then T realized T could b"'f my OWN
ke?lcl'mih picture and impress all the guys ot school,
1 nﬁa}ﬁ even be able to make some mhl:)! {'l?(
c].'mrgihs them 4o look at i+.



I Pn.’& m?' five bucks and ?GSE& for r-.?( Pl‘m‘l’c.
Uhi-ruri'umﬂl?p, the Jeffersons got into +he picture
WITH me, so now my SouVenir ke;,'c}\nih is ?I"EJF‘I)I

much worthless.

S8
L) :x%l...;l'
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T was reall?r mad, but T forgo'l' all about i+ when

T saw that the line for the Cranium Shaker was

down to a few Peo?'le. T ran over +o the ride and
used my last+ five dollars 4o pay for a ticket.

1 -I"naush-l‘ Rowle?r was rish-r behind me, but he
wds hnhsihs back about ten feet. 'I. guess 1‘\!: was
400 scared +o go oh.
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T was starting to have second -l'hough']'s myﬂzl{: .
but it was too late. After +he ride o?eru.-rar
sﬁaPFtJ me in, he locked the cage and T knew

Jr}\:rr. was ho +urh£h3 back.

Well, T wish T had spent more time wn-tt}\ihﬁ what
the Cranium Shaker nc-l‘unlly DID 46 a person,
because T mnever wouldve gotten on i T had.



T+ ﬂu'?s yov uPsidE down about a million +imes and
then throws 70{; toward the sr‘auhd 50 yuur‘ face is
about six inches from the ?nvemhﬁ'. 'ﬂ\th i+ sends
yuu sPih'r-u'hs backward vp to the sk?‘ agnih.

ff’\hd the whole time the cage ?'nu*rt s tt'tak-'hs,
and all +he bolts look like +he;;’re about to come
loose. T +ried 4o 3!:'1' someohe to s-h::P the ride,
but mbn&?( could hear me over the Pnu‘n&?hs }we.uv?(

rmetal music.




T+ was the most navseous Tve ever felt in my life.
And when T sa;{ that, T mean even more +han
after T had +o get Mnhn}r out of the shower area
at the town pool. Tf this is what it takes +o be a
“man, T am de-ﬁwﬁ'ely hot rea&y fet

When the ride ﬁmll}t ended, T could bnrr_l?r walk.
So T sat down on a bench and waited for the
boardwalk +o stop spinning.

X sﬂ)'ed there a lﬂ“:;‘j time and focused on +r>(.'h5
not to throw vp, while Rowle.?' rode some rides
+hat were more his sPttd.




After Rowlc?l was done with his kiddie rides, his
dad baush‘l' Nim a bn???t balloon and a shirt from
-I'}xe souverur shn?.

A half hour later T was -ﬂ'hnﬂ;}( rm&y to -h7
S'l'uhdihﬁ up uh& wdikihﬂ arauhd usnfh. But w}\eh
I got on my' feet, Mr. Jefferson said it was
time to go.

T asked him if we could Just ?la;; a few games in
+he arcade, and he said OK even Mgh he didnt
seem thW about .

T had spent all the money Mom gave me, so T +old
Mr. Jefferson -h-ach‘ly dollars would -Fralzru.bl?' do it.
But all he was will.‘hs 4o offer me was a dollar.



T think the arcade was oo lovd for Mr. and Mrs.
Jefferson, so -I"ne?( didnt want +o ap inside. 'ﬂ\ey
told vs to g in b}! ourselves and meet them outside
in ten minutes.

1 went to 'H'\E back of 'l'he u.rcade., whera ‘H‘\t.)i
have +this game called Thunder Vol+. T s?r,wl- about
#Hy dollars on that game last year, and T got
the }"-5}" score. 1 wanted Rowlty 1o see my name
at the -h:nP of the list, becavse T wanted 4o show
him what it was lke to win something without i+
I;-eihs handed +o ?‘ou.




Well, My name was still at the top of the list, but
+he person who sa*l' +he NEXT ]hishts‘l' score
mustve been Jea|ous ﬂ\t}f couldnt beat me.

" HIGH SCORES )
1.GREG HEFFLEY............... 25328
2 IS AR IDNOT ... 25318
3. IARHEAD 71................. 24280
4. RECKLESS .....ccccoooooeoeo. 22100
5. CRAUEMI.......................... 215088
6. POKECHIMPBS................ 21258
T. WILD DOG.......oc o 2lzea
B.ZIPPY .. .. ch3ee
9. SHARL CARL................... 208188

l\lﬂ. LEIGHANDREW ............... 19258

1 uh?luaged the machine to -h')z and wipe out the
]hiah scores, but -ﬂ\a?' were burned into the screen
Parmhehﬂ?(.

I was gohha Jus-l‘ s?th& our mht}( oh some u-l']htr
game, bu-!' -ﬂ-\eh I r‘ernernber‘ed d +ri-:]: Raclritk
told me about - and I realized we could make 'H'\!:
dollar last a lot Iahser.



Me uhd Rowley’ wnlktd ﬂu'l'Sl.d'E nh& went uhderhen'}h
the boardwalk. Then T si.‘P?\td +he dollar bill up
between the ?lnhlzs of wood and waited for our
first victim.

E-"u"th'l‘ud.u]l, a teenager sPnﬁed +he dollar s*l'ickihs
out of the boardwalk.

SCORE! -

When he went to Smﬁ i+, T ?ulled the dollar bill
-1-}\rou3'h the slat at+ +he last second.



T have 4o hand it 4o Radn‘ck, because this was
nr.-twil?( a lot of fun.
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The ﬁtnnstrs we ?rnhl':r.d weren+ +oo l‘m.??y;
-l'houah, and ‘H\E;f came after us. Me and Rowle;(
ran as fast as we could, and we didn+t s-h:-? unhl

we were Fr‘r.ﬁy sure we shook those 5-.75.

But T STILL didn+ feel safe. T asked Rowlc?r to
show me some of the moves he learned in karate so
we could handle +those auys if -I‘}\ay found us.




But Rawh.f said !;\e’s d SQH bel+ in karate ah& }m
wash+ going o +each his moves to a ‘ho belt.”
e s o
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\We hid there a while more, but the teenagers
never showed up, and evth-h.mll}( we decided the
coast was clear. That's when we realized we were
underneath Kiddie Land, so there was a whole new
bn‘h:}; of victims for our daunr bl +rick riah‘l' above
our heads. And we got a MUCH better reaction
out of those kids than we did from the teenagers.




But one of the kids was rcall;x fast, and he
srubbad the dollar before T could Pu” it
down. So me and Rawlc?! had +o go up on the
boardwalk o get it back.

FEIW,
L L]

|'T=-SHIRTS| |

‘ﬂ*.is kid wasn+ {wdgihﬁ 4 ﬂ\nuﬂ}'\. I +r‘ied +to
txlblnih +he concept of Pﬂ'ﬂohﬂui ?ro?er-]?r 4o him,

but he STILL wouldn+t give us our mhey.

T was szﬂihs Pre-l-ly frustrated with this kid ’
and thats when Rawley‘s parents showed up- 1

was ?rf:'Hy 31:14 to see them becavse T Fiaurtér if
ANYONE r.ﬂuH talk some sense into ‘|+\i5 L’.J& ok

was Mr. Jefferson.



But Mr. Jefferson was mad, and T mean
REALLY mad. He said he and Mrs. Jefferson
had been looking all over for us for the past
hour and -H-ae?e were ready 4o call +he police 4o

re.?aﬁ us miSth&.

Then he told us we had 4o get in the car. But
on the way +o the ?nrkiha lot, we walked past
the arcade. T asked Mr. Jefferson if we could
please have another dollar since we never did get
to s?r.hcl that one he gave us.

Bt T guess +hat wasnt the rislrﬁ +’nihs to
ask, because he took us back +o the car without
Snyiha a wor&.



When we got back +o the cabin, Mr. Jefferson
said me and P\owh?e had o g0 5+raF3}1+ to our
room. That really stunk, because i+ wasnt even

8:00 and it was still l;5h+ outside.

But Mr. Jefferson said we had to ge *o bed and
+hat he didnt want to hear a peep out of us
unil morhing. Rm-.rle?! was -h:.kfhs it renll;; hard.
From -I+\e wa;,( ]he was nc-i‘ihs 4 I clnhl-i‘ -I+n'h|:: he.’s
ever beer in +rouble with his dad before.

T decided +o |}5h+ah the mood a little bit. T
walked around on the shns carpet and then gave
P-aw'l:y a static tlm‘.‘l’r‘fdi‘)f shock as a Jnk:.



That seemed +o get Rowlt}( to shap out of it.
He walked around in a circle for about five minutes
rubbihs his feet on the car?eh and then Sa-f me
back while T was brus}\ihs my +eeth.

T couldnt let Rowler one-up me like that, so
when he got into bed T got his bu??f balloon,
?uHeJ back the giant rubber band, and let i+ ri?.



TF T had 40 do it dam'h, mybt T wouldnt have
?uﬂe& back so hard.
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When Rowh}z saw the red mark on his arm he

s-:r‘eam&, ahJ I kinew -I‘)n:rl' was gonnd attract

attention. Sure trmah, Hs Pd.rth‘hi were up in our

room in -ﬁve semh&s.

HE...HE
BURNED ™E!

T 4ried +o tx?'ln.'h that the mark on Rnwle?z’s
arm was {rom a rubber band, but +hat didn+
seem to matter to the Jeffersons.



"ﬂ-\e?r called my parents, and two hours later Dad
was at the cabin +o ?.'rJ: me up and take me home.

Monda

Dad’s I"E‘.du“?‘ mad that he had +o drive four hours
rauhd-‘l'ri'? to come get me. But Mom wasnt mad
at all. She said the incident between me and
Rcwl:){ was JUS‘I‘ "}mrﬁeFla)f" and she was Sla&

we were Fnls aanih;

But Dad is still mad, and it's been ran?! aniII}(
between us ever since we got back. Moms been
+r?/ih3 to get the 4wo of us 4o do snrv\ei'-':xihs like
go to +he movies +as=‘|‘hcr so we can make
F:ncejn but I think ris}d' now its best for me
and Dad +o Jus+ s+n}( out of each other’s wny.



T +hink Dad’s bad mood is here +o stay, +hou51'\,
and part of i+ has na'i'hfns to do with me. \When
g4 nFehz& up +n&n}f's paper, here’s what T saw in
-H\e Ar‘-rs section —

1

Arts

Beloved comic to continue

UL Cratie™ to be carrted on
I'-'f,'l-’ ﬂ.r‘ig:rmf carfoonist & son

I sbuneing cleveloprment, Tiler Post,
the son of “Li'1 Cose™ canoonist Bob
Poest, willl tador ups the pen and carry on
his Eather's endhuring one-penc] comic.
=T didn™l menlly hove a job or any big
plu'nmun:l.h}'lml‘liuwl'ml{:m
i be? ™ said Tyler, wha, at 32, is Eving
wilh his father. It is widely befieved that
the L[i°l Cube chamscter 15 hosed

See CUTIE, page A2

ﬁ A I et —
Pt vl "Ll Cutin” comics, the frstof Relntec Lelrure Rowsery
Tv‘zﬂﬂ@rnrxm:mmm reviients joice, page A3

Las+ his%\‘l' Dad came into rny room and talked to
me, which was the first time we sFoke +o each
other in about three dﬂYS. He said he wanted +o

make sure T was around on Suhdaf, and T said

T would be.

Later on T heard him ‘l’nlkihs +o someone oh the
F}\Oht, and he seemed to be nc‘l'iha kind of secretive.



YES...AND I'LL LEAVE HIM
WITH ENOUGH FOOD AND
WATER FOR A WEEK.

\,.

.A.Her 'H'm-t I nskt& Pn& if ’n.e was "rnl'.ihs me
ah;;wker‘e n Pdrﬁcuidr on Sunday, and that
seemed +o make him rcd.il}r uncomfortable. He said
no, but he wouldnt look me in the eye.

Now T knew Dad wasnt telling the truth, so T
started +o get kind of worried. Dad was willing to
SH? me off to a rﬂfli‘l‘dr'?l acn:l:m?l before, and T
wouldnt put mf-rhma past him.

T didn* krow what 40 do, so T +old Rodrick
what was ﬂoiha on and asked h’m i he had “hf
theories about what Dad was up to. He told me
hed think about i+, and a little while later he
came up to m?l room and shut the door.



Rodrick 4old me he +hou3}\+ Dad was so mad about
+he R-owla;,' ‘H\ihg that he was gonna get rid of me.

P 3

T wasnt sure if T believed him, becavse Rodrick’s
not alwa?'s 100% reliable. But Rodrick +old me if
T didn+t believe him T should go check out Dad’s
&n?e Pldhhtl" and see for m}(s'al-l':. So T went into

Dad’s office and o?ehecl his calendar to Suhdu?! ,
and here's what T found —




Tm ?re-r-l'y sure Rodrick was Pu'llihﬂ rn?' I&S :
because it looked an awful lot like his }\nhdwr;h'hg.
But Pad's J:th of an uhPredIc'htl:lla su;; ; 50 I
guess T Just have to wait until Suhda‘)‘ to know

¥br sure.

Suhc!nf

The 35-‘.‘:& news is Pad didnt sell me or give me
nwuf to an nr?hnmse +n&n?r. ﬂ-.e bad news 5,
after what hn?Pmcd, he Praﬁqﬁl}e will.

At about 10:00 +his morning, Dad said +o get in
the car because he wanted 4o 4ake me into the crl}t
When T asked what for, he said i+ was a "sur?n‘se.“

'S HUDDER

R

On +the wd?( into +he a—l}f we 51'0'??&:] for 94as. Dad
had left a map and directions on the dashboard of
the car, so now T knew where we were going: 1200
Ba)zside Street.



Well, T was Pre‘r-ly JesPeru-I'e, so for the first
time ever T used my Lnd}(f‘.rus.

T finished my call rfsh‘l' before Dad came back 4o
+he car, and we headed into +he cH?'. '_E Jus+
wish T +ook a better look at+ that map, because
when we ?ullad up o Bnys.’da Street, T realized
i+ was +he ?d.rkr'hs lot for +he baseball stadivm.
But b?r then i+ was too late.

T+ 4urns out Mom had bnus}ﬁ' us tickets o the
baseball game for some sPecial father-son bchdir\s
and Dad was +r?dh3 +o kae? it a surprise.



But it took Dad a long time to explain all of
that 4o the cops. After he cleared H\Ihgs up
with the police, Dad wasnt in the mood for a
baseball game, so H‘m Ju5+ Yook me hamt.

T felt kind of bad because the seats Mom got us
were in the third row, and it looked +o me like
-I'}xe?r cost a fortune.




Tuasdu.)z

s ﬁhﬁllf found out what that ?hohe call was all
about "rhe. o-H'mr du)(. :D‘u.cl ’nn& been on 'ﬂ'\e ?hohe
with Gramma, and -Hwey were +aik|‘h5 about Sweetie,
hot me.

Mom and Dad had decided +o give +he &03 to
Gramma, and Dad Jro?])cd Sweetie off on

Suhda?( h..‘SH'. Tn be honest with yau, T don+

+hink nn},ronr.’s rmll?( gohna. miss him around here.

Me and Dad havent talked to each other since
then, and T've been |uo1:ih3 for excuses to s+a}.r

ouvt of the house. T found a r'mH?' soa& onhe
es+er&n}(. There was a commercial on TV for

+his store called the Game Hut, which is where
A/ lw;y all my video games.



ﬂ-u:};‘re anhg a cnm?eﬁ'ﬁnh where you Fln;; at

our local store, dhd i 700 win 704..1 se‘l' to
advance to the national ?h)mﬂ's. And the winner
of THAT gets a million bucks.

The competition at my local store is on Snﬂr&n}x.
T'm sure there are gonha be a ton of Pm?h a+t
that +Hh5 , S0 Lm gohna go super mrl?e to make
sure L get a scm& ?'Ince in line.

I '|mrheci 'l'ha.'l' trick from Ra&ric‘:. Nl\ah:\rcr !\e
wants to get tickets to a concert, he camps out
the his}ﬁ-l' before. Tn -Fm:+, +hat's where he met
his band’s lead singer, Bill,




Rowley and his dad go camping all +he +ime, so
T knew he had a tent. T called ‘P\owlr:f and told
him about —l'he video game contest and ]\aw we

noul& win a million !}uclis.

But Rawl:y was acting hervous on +he Phc—ha. i
+hink he was still worried that T had electrical
superpowers or sam—l‘hihs, and the ”hl}’ way +o
get him to calm down was 4o promise T wouldn't

use them on him.
A

=

Even after we were ?nS'l' ‘I'!l'\n‘l', Rowlty didn+
seem comfortable with +he cumpaﬂ idea. HE said
his mom and dad banned him from seeing me for
the rest of the summer.

i Prt‘H)t much ﬂsurc& +hat, but T had a ?ld.h
to get around i+. T +old Rm-.rle}( that T4 +ell
P ?ar‘eh-l's ',[ was Soih_a up ‘o his ’nouse ‘o s?ehd
Je NSH, and he could +ell his parents he was
going o Collins.



Rowl&;ﬂ STILL didn+ seem sure, so T 4old him
T4 bring him his very own box of gummy bears if
he came nlohﬂ, and that sold him.

Satur &a?!

Last hisl‘rf we met at the top of the hill at+ 9:00.
Rawh}e braua}ﬁ the camping equipment and the
sleaPihS bnﬂ, and T brousl-rt the ﬂns}mlish'l' and

some chocolate ehergy bars.

I didnt have -H\e gumm bears ris!'ﬁ' at *1']'\:1-1'
moment, but T promise P\owle)! T4 bu?f him some
+|.'1.e. first d‘mhta T. Sr:r'l'.

q

When we 50'1’ to 'H'\E Game Hu+ We were 'H'm Dhl;.!
Pto?hz there, and T couldn+t believe our luck.



So we ?H:he& our tent in front of +he store
before ah}(ﬂht else could +ake our spot.

[TWISTED |
Z | WIZARD

'ﬂneh we watched the door to make sure no one
tried to cut in front of us.
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i ﬁaur‘e& the best way to save our ?Id.a:.e in line
was to sleaF in shifts. T even offered +o take
the first shift and let Row!ty SIﬂ:P, because
that's just the kind of person T am.



After r-?' shift was over T woke Rawle?z up for
his turn, but he fell back asleep in about five

seconds. So T shook him awake and +old him he
needed +o s+n?r aler+.

'Rowlt?' didnt even bother ‘h)’r'hs to defend himself.

T decided i+ was vp to ME +o make sure hc:ﬁo&y
got in front of us, so T s+n7cd vp all hisht i
was starting o have 4rouble ka:?iha my eyes open
around 7:00 in the morning, and T ate both of
the energy bars T ?a.r.kr.cl +o ketP m?fsehc going.

1 got chocolate all over my hands, and that gave
me an idea. T of‘e'nt& the tent -ﬂd?, +hen lePFEd
my hand inside and made it crawl like a s?i&er.



1 +hau51-x+ i+ would be {uhh)z to make Rawley
+hink i+ was the mdd}i hand. I didnt hear nh}(
noises curvdhs from inside the tent , SO i 'I‘l'\oua}-.-'r
Rowley' was s+l sleeP.'hg. But before T had a
chance o open +he ﬂn? and d\ecj:, r-?r hand 3a+

crushed to smithereens.

1 Pulled m?( hand out of the tent, and r"-?f +humb
was nlrcndy starting to tumn ?ur?le.

T was rmll;y ticked off at Rc}wley. Not because
Ne smashed my hand with a mallet, but because
he +hou3’n+ +{d.+ it could stop the md&y hand.



Ah‘y fool knows you have 1o either use fire or acid
+o s-l'aP a mu&&?‘ hand. All a mallets gohna do is
make i+ nhary.

'I: was about o 5-'?& Rowhy a ?iece of h}( mfh&,
but rish-i' then the auy from the Game Hu-l' came
and opened the front door. T +tried o ignore
the +hr‘o{rbih3 pain in my thumb and focus on the

rédson weé Cdmé !;\ere.

The Game Hut 31.?! wahted to know wl‘\y we
had a tent in front of +he store, so 1 +old
him we were -!'H-sere to tarq?e-i‘e in -I'}\e \n'&eo
game contest. But }w: &Fdh*'l' even know whn'l’
T was ‘1'nlkih3 about.



So T had o show him the Pnﬁar from the window
‘o st‘l' him vp to sPu:d.

The clerk said the store wasn+t really set up for
a videa game tournament but since -l'(/e;re. were

uhl)« two of us 5 ma’ybt we could Jus+ ?huy each
other in the bncl‘: room.

T was a li+He irritated at first, but then T realized
all T needed 4o do to win this tournament was +o
beat Rowk;,(. So the clerk set us up to ?'“f a
death match in Twisted Wizard. T almost felt
sorry for Rawley, because T'm pretty much an
ex?er-l' at -I'hd.-l‘ game. But wheh we s-l'nr-t'e:l to
?la?(, T realized m?' +humb was so messed up s/

couldnt press +he buttons on the controller.



All T could do was run around in circles while

Rowley shot me over and over.
i

Rowley ended up beating me 15-0. The clerk
+old owle)( ht wan 'H'\E'- mrﬂ?eﬂ'ﬁah an& ’;m& a
choice: He could either fill out the ?d?erwark to
90 +o the national tournament, or he could St‘i' a

ainh*l' box of chocolate-covered raisins.

TN bet you can guess which ohe P\owlr:.f ?u'ckt&.




SUhdn

\’Tkﬁaw, T should have Just stuck with my
oriﬂihnl ?ldh and s-l‘a?fed inside this summer,

because all my +rouble started the minuvte T

s-lra??ecl out of the house.

T havent seen Ruwley since he stole that video
game mmPe-H'ﬁuh from me, and Dad hasn't s?nkeh
1o me since 1 almos+ got him arrested.

But T think +hings started to turn around for
me and Dad +oc1¢)'. You remember that article
about how “Li’l Cutie” was bafhﬂ passed on from
+he father o his son?

Well, the sons first comic came out in the paper
+odn}.r, and it looks like the new “Li'l Cutie” is
gohha be even worse than +the original.



N\
-

Daddy, can you make my
hiccups hic-DOWN?

I showed Pn&, and he nsr'eecl with me.

That's when T realized things are gonna be OK
between the two of vs. Me and Dad n-ish-l' not
agree on avery+hihs, but at least we agree on
the important stuff.



T guess some ?wPle would sn},' +hat hnﬁhﬂ a comic
is a ?re-H?f ﬂ.'ms?' foundation for a rela-h'ahsh.'?,
but the +ruvth is me and Dad hate LOTS of the
same things.

Me and Dad mEsh-l' not have one of those close
father-son r'ela-lriohs}xi?s, but that's fine with

me. LVve learned that there is such a thing as
TOO close.

SO, DID YOU HAVE

T realized vacation was pre much over when
Mom finished up with her ?hn-l'o album ‘fﬂ{.l'd}f. T
-ﬂi??td ﬂ'xrous‘h i+, and to be honest with ?!uu, T
dont think i+ was a \r:rly accurate record of our
summer. But T guess the person who takes the
?id'ures is the one who gets to +ell the S“l'ar‘}'.



“%Q,Dt/ W E\fe/z!”
[READINGISFUN| ., ... , ...










ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thanks to all the fans of the Wimpy Kid series for inspiring and motivating
me to write these stories. Thanks to all of the booksellers across the nation
for putting my books in kids’ hands.

Thanks to my family for all the love and support. It’s been fun to share this
experience with you.

Thanks to the folks at Abrams for working hard to make sure this book
happened. A special thanks to Charlie Kochman, my editor; Jason Wells, my
publicist; and Scott Auerbach, managing editor extraordinaire.

Thanks to everyone in Hollywood for working so hard to bring Greg Heffley
to life, especially Nina, Brad, Carla, Riley, Elizabeth, and Thor. And thanks,
Sylvie and Keith, for your help and guidance.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jeff Kinney is an online game developer and designer, and a #1 New York
Times bestselling author. In 2009, Jeff was named one of Time magazine’s
100 Most Influential People in the World. He spent his childhood in the
Washington, D.C., area and moved to New England in 1995. Jeff lives in
southern Massachusetts with his wife and their two sons.



“Diary of @ Wimpy Kidis

world domination-
e magazin®

“Has taken the word ‘reluctant’ :
aut of ‘reluctant readers.”™

-S54 Joao

pant on




	Cover Page
	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Dedication
	June
	July
	August
	Acknowledgments
	About the Author

