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The Amazing World Atlas makes it easy to find
the information vou want.
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/amazing-world-atlas-by-lonely/id916745147?mt=8&uo=4
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.lonelyplanet.kids.atlas
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/kids/
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We all know how changeable
weather can be - rain one
minute, bright sunshine

the next; two weeks of calm
followed by sudden storms.

When we talk nhout the woeather, we usanlly talk
bt ghiort periods of time. Climnte is like a bongs
term view of wenther. We look at what the weather
dioes in g partizular sres over & long period of time,
weork oul Lhiy averagn lemperatures, amount of
rainfall and other figares, and thess tell us what the
climate is. Tropical rinforests, for sxample, have a
tit, damp climate. Hot, dry dessris ane - well - hol
il dry! Bul they ean also geb very cold af night. Sa
plants and animals have to be able to cope with the
climnte they bve in_

Climates around the world differ for many reasons.
Ad thi equater, the central band runring sround
muakes Uho climuis very hot. Aamy from the equator,
the Hun's paya are more widely spread, making the
climnte ennler. Mountaing are geaorally cooler than
berarur Land nearty, The ocean protects the Land close
b il firam extremes of lemperature, because water
redeases heat more slonwly than land. And climates can
change over time, ioo. When we cut down part or all
of n ron forest, ihe climase gets hotter And it stays
Ivolder fior ns bong s it tnkes for the trees (o grow
bk = if they do. This is & long-term dimnte change.
Natural ewenits can also change cimats, El Nutg, for
azample, i3 an sres of urusually waren water in the
Pacilic Cevan thal happeas svery Dao L svon years,
arl lasts For a fiw months to two years. 1L can caase
e drought. (dry weatherk, loods and orop Failure
in countries closs to the edge of the Pacific (osan.
Fortunately, though, this is & relatively shorl-term
climnts change.
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ﬁpulation R
World s. o

number of people in the world
was less than 400 million.

Today thers ane more thian seven billion (seven thowsand
millioa} of us! This maght sound bke n success story, but

the more peopls there are, the more pressure there is on
the environment, food supplies and other r  suchi
as enorgy. There are also more people biving in poverty

s yous ean s from the map on the right, people are mot
spread out svenly around the worlil Somwe rich countries.
Tarve s high populstion density, which you might expec,

8 thay have good nutrsizon and health care, and enough = *
work e mestpeople,. e e "

*
,

Part of the problem i thal our resources aren 't spresd out :'anm 15 m
evenly, sither. According to sxperts, e produce snough ) by Continent - : A
food to Feed everyome, but it's not always in the right :-'-I'l 4.3bikcn '

place. Bome peopbe have more than they need, and sven y s 1933 t"'“"'“ 1
wiste food and water. More than 10 perecnd of the people : Europe :i'i.'l "T"‘:’r :

i the world have too liggks food, and many have no access = mm'u ;E;E:: :

i clenn wmter. Charitses aro doing their best 1o get food r SErm.il.l:r_L :

and water to thoes who nesd it, bt it a difficaly joh, iﬁmlmu 15000 i

T
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. You have feet in your
:‘hm-'.a. You can steer yourself any direction you choose,”

Puersp ective
Political maps in a detailed atlas, like the one below,
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Hawaii is the
most recent of the
50 states in the
US. (it joined
in 1959).
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