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Yeah? When? 

We'd be away a t  
school -for a t  
least  t he nex t  
• Four pumpkin 

patch seasons.

And i t 's  no t  like 
College sends 
you home f o r  

'Halloween Break.*
k r

I/ ]

You can 
come home f o r  
the weekend— 
the Patch will 
st i l l  be here.

y  I

I t  won't  
be the 
same...

Tb £  
' ^ ‘Re ASoW

roß-THE

/

Which is 
why we're 
going t o  

make t on ight  
t he best  
Halloween 

ever/
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What  are you 
talk ing about ... Why 
are you making your 
unstoppable f ace?

You and I  are 
work ing a t  t he Pie 

Palace tonight . 
Jaden and Aidan 

t raded sh i f t s 
with us.
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Okay/  
okay. Let 's 

ro le-play this. 
Pretend I'm 
Superfudge^ 

a n d j u s t - 
s t a r  t  a 

conversat ion.

Maybe don 't  
repeat  her 

name dreamily 
ike she's j u s t  

handed you t he 
One Ring.
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* I'm a rea l ly 
nice guy, 

and 
I  swear I ' l l  
stop  act ing 

l ike such 
a dork  

a-f ter you 
ge t  t o  

know me/ '

ZO
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Probably 
j u s t  t h a t  i t 's  

busy. The whole 
pork  is d mob 
scene tonight .
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You're act ing like I'm 
marching you t o  your death/  
no t  t he girl  o f  your dreams. 

Do n 't  you want  t o  meet 
V/ anilla Fudge?
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I  can 't  decide i f  
t h a t 's  hopelessly 
romant ic. O r  j u s t  

hopeless.

I  always have 
a b e t t e r  night  i f  
I  ca t ch  a glimpse 
o f  her, you know? 
It  makes me feel 
lucky somehow.
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COOL, COOL, COOL
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[  They're  marking 
\  down t he candy 
I k  r i gh t  now.

89



90



91



Well, Josie, 
i f  you real ly think  

I'm great , think  
about  t h is : In the 

t hree seasons 
I'Ve worked a t  
t h is pumpkin 

patch, I'Ve always 
asked t o  work  

with you.
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Only f oo t bal l  players 
work  the pedal cars. 
You have t o  be able 
t o  l i f t  t he cars  i f  

t hey t ip over 
on someone.

Well/  we could 
have been someplace 

o t her  t han t he 
Succotash Hut. We 
could have been in 
t he Fudge Shoppe.
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Thank  you/  I  
will. You going 

+o Jen ny's  
lat er?
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People all s o r t  o f  look 
the sdme t o  me unt il I  t a lk  
t o  them. Th a t 's  when they 
s t a r t  t o  ge t  interest ing. 

Th a t 's  when t hey s t a r t  to... 
shimmer.
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Maybe—st ick  with 
me here—maybe t ha t 's  

why we were meant  
t o  be f r iends.

I  was meant  
t o  meet  someone 

who would t ak e the 
ini t iat ive.
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RAINBOW ROWELL
m FAITH ERIN HICKS

IN CONVERSION
Rainbow: Faith! I’m trying to remember when we 
firs t met. I think it was on Twitter, a fter I read your 
book with Prudence Shen, Nothing Could Possibly 
Go Wrong. We bonded over our love for Star Trek: 
F a ithexYesenIe/raetroember that! It was pretty soon 
after San Diego Comic-Con, way back in 2013. I’d 
been a guest of the show (which was a magical 
experience) and I’d read your book Eleanor & Park on 
the flight from Halifax, Nova Scotia, to San Diego. I 
remember literally weeping over this book as I read 
it, which was actually the second time you’d made 
me cry.I’d read Fangirl earlier in the year and cried 
over that book, as well. I remember geeking out 
over your books on Twitter, and someone tweeted 
my fangirling at you and then eventually we started 
talking about Star Trek, the great icebreaker. I also 
remember getting up my courage to send you my 
graphic novel Friends with Boys, which I’d both 
written and drawn, and you were very kind about it.

RainbowF( ( (  th a t
So tha t’s my memory of how we firs t met, but I’m

trying koi owme rthcieik hbconoecftiedt withitFerid:eS etcodd 
angTapiltte m ctool! Yeahn kbeaa usebl ishas, aric8tnSí3:dB<l 
Oawr thdatoy.oiCwlerta a Bromic® afanthend papsdoaohlfed 
yoggIsstieait cohat:t?you and I work together,



and that immediately seemed like a good fit. I could
see a lot of resonance between the types of stories
that we both like to tell. All your books are very
character driven and expressive, and you’re
especially good at capturing moments, I think. I fe lt
like I could write a story that would feel like both of 
F a ith : The magic of the internet, haha. Just on a

siTioO§t,ei did rfiiniinbprtchhf totawy d f  reTO torjy
pitched, and it was fascinating, but I also remember 
it had a lot of animals in it. I remember thinking, Oh 
no, now I have to learn how to draw all these 
different animals!

Pumpkinheads has a few animals (one in particular 
who plays a prominent role), but not nearly as many 

Ra inbo wr  H a athattofyrigkt . I iw asDrgottenel^ioedt yhe 
ahamged yfoiad m f d a  tethte what- y togay out atanpesyed 
w rttefar l^wttHtegreat .a.t .dTa>win ghonimaj s ! was really 
sick at the time, and the other scripts I worked on 
reflected that; they were very heavy and blue, and I 
fe lt very heavy when I was working on them. I kept 
stalling out. Eventually, I decided that I needed to 
put my brain in a light and joyful place.

I had been hoarding this pumpkin patch setting
for a few years. Like, I knew I wanted to do
something with kids who work at a pumpkin patch. I 
F a ith : You sent me the script and I read it, and 
)roke the emergency glass on that idea, and the 
■ there was a part at the end where I totally teared 
Pumpkinheads script came together so much more 
up.'dAnd then drawing that scene was super
emotional for me, as well! I don’t normally think of
myself as the kind of person who gets emotional
over comic scripts, so having this reaction, I knew
Pumpkinheads was special. I immediately sat down
and did some rough sketches of Deja and Josiah. I
was so eager to get them out of



my head and on paper. It’s funny looking back at 
those sketches now because the characters ended 
up looking so different in the book, but those 
awkward, early drawings are part of the 
development process. As characters they just leapt
B tf nth wagewas me . rpimwddtheytifen urtickve with
b©uh o f  hh emway. We’d agreed to work together 
before we had anything locked down—what if this 
script hadn’t connected with you at all? What i f  you 
hated pumpkins, Faith?

Now that I’ve worked with a few other comic 
artists, I’ve noticed how I write differently depending 
on the artist, and depending on how well I know the 
artist. I was glad that I was familiar with your work, 
because it meant I could write with a lot of trust and
Faith feTH? nfcryoMuwagrdej shmdcwchemoswoB 
D j e  Sa jo t a  hther^ionbfi^^usecypkngas t h a t w a  
m itw fiie  p a y  w 'tw h c o g y e  afctp - and « t»«« « !
beats—but I got to do my own paneling and pacing 
for the comic. It’s personally what I prefer, as I have 
Strong Opinions on paneling in comics, and how best 
to draw emotion out of the story. So that was

Rorn th ing B uta  abme to ^ b o ia t 'to
w th  mou a% r1ítíi^svp;y¡ me to do my
thing.
F a ith : That was a really important trip fo r me. I 
don’t think I’d have been able to draw the Patch as 
well as I did w ithout that visit. I got to see the 
pumpkin patch as a real, lived-in place-full of people 
Rai flb h n o us fo od. was very

you to try Frito pie! V  I \ J



F a ith : The Frito pie was very confusing for me at
first! I have family in the States, but they’re in the
south, so I’m not familiar with Nebraska traditions. I
was expecting this pie with, like, chips on top of it?
And Frito pie is definitely not that. It’s cheese and
chips and other s tu ff in this little bag and you eat it
with a fork. I remember asking, “When does it turn Rainbow: I think that trip  really put us on the
into pie?” Very confusing for the Canadian! . ^ • > same page. We got to  walk in Josiah and Deja s
footsteps. Also, the script is set in an idealized,
fictional pumpkin patch—like the Disneyland of
pumpkin patches. So it helped to be in a similar
environment and deciding, “Like this!” or “Not like
this!” That’s also where we had our firs t
conversation about how important color would be
in the book.



EARLY FOMPKimm  M E
F a ith : These are the very firs t sketches of Deja and Josiah. They 
look so
different here! We decided that they looked much too young in 
these early
sketches, so I went back to the drawing

Rainbow: Look at these cuties! My script described Josiah as 
looking like
Paul McCartney, and you can really see Faith trying that here. (I 
always think
of Paul McCartney as having such a kind, gentle face!) Deja was



Rainbow: The main thing we talked about at this stage was 
making Josie
and Deja look a little older. And I really wanted them to be close to 
the same

F a ith : I think of the character design process as a journey you go 
on with
the characters: In the beginnin g you’re trying to get to know them, 
wh o
they are, and how best to dra w them so their personalities comes 
through
visually. And by time you’ve drawn the last page in their graphic



Faith and I would like th thank...

Everyone who helped us bring this book to  life (and made 
the process an unusually joyfu l one!):

The biggest, shiniest thank-you to my best friend, 
Danielle Henderson, fo r inspiring all o f Deja’s most 
luminous moments.

And thank you to  Leigh Bardugo and Samantha Irby fo r
reading and discussing and actually coming to vis it me in
Omaha. (I owe you both in fin ite  favors and pumpkin
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Thank you like whoa to  Faiths remarkable agent,

Bernadette Baker-Baughman ,to. .our editor, Calista Brill, Thank you to  Christopher S h e llin g , who still has not
and the rrackerjjack team, at First Second Books; to 
come to  Omaha, but provided as much encouragement
Sarah Stern, .whose colors made this the  .most beautifu l and good advice as ne could from  Connecticut.
pumpkin patch in the world; and especially to  the 
scrupulous Rachel Stark, who came along just when we 
needed her.

The pumpkin patch in this book is fictional, but Omaha 
really does have the best pumpkin patches in the world 

(Faith can a ttes t to  this!), and I sincerely hope you get to 
v is it one someday.
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“Pumpkinheads perfectly captures that feeling of the 
last night that’s the start of the rest of your life.”

Printz Honor-winning cocreator of  This One Summer  
and Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up with Me

“A fall-tastic good time, brought to you from the best
o f the YA and graphic lite ra tu re  w o rld s ”

SUf Tl f

“D ream y”

FNTff tTAtNMfNT iVFfKiy
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