






 
Begin Reading

Table of Contents

About the Author

Copyright Page

 

Thank you for buying this
Flatiron Books ebook.

 
To receive special offers, bonus content,

and info on new releases and other great reads,
sign up for our newsletters.

 

Or visit us online at
us.macmillan.com/newslettersignup

 
For email updates on the author, click here.

http://us.macmillan.com/newslettersignup?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=adcard&utm_term=ebookreaders&utm_content=lizclimo_newslettersignup_macdotcom&utm_campaign=9781250228123
http://us.macmillan.com/newslettersignup?utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=adcard&utm_term=ebookreaders&utm_content=lizclimo_newslettersignup_macdotcom&utm_campaign=9781250228123
http://us.macmillan.com/authoralerts?authorName=lizclimo&authorRefId=200071627&utm_source=ebook&utm_medium=adcard&utm_term=ebookreaders&utm_content=lizclimo_authoralertsignup_macdotcom&utm_campaign=9781250228123


 

The author and publisher have provided this e-book to you for your personal
use only. You may not make this e-book publicly available in any way.
Copyright infringement is against the law. If you believe the copy of this
e-book you are reading infringes on the author’s copyright, please notify
the publisher at: us.macmillanusa.com/piracy.

http://us.macmillanusa.com/piracy


For Marlow and Mary Lou



 

 

you’re mom.

 



 

 

 

Maybe not! But you probably know a mom or a mom figure—and right now,
I want to say thanks to all the moms out there. Specifically, the moms who
are doing the best they can.

Full disclosure: I am a mom, but I didn’t write this book about myself.
(Can you imagine? Hey everyone, aren’t I the BEST? Go me!) Yes, many of
the jokes in here are based on my own experiences as a mom, but the idea for
the book came from somewhere else.

Something significant happened when I became a mom (I mean, aside
from not sleeping for about four months straight): It made me appreciate and
feel more connected to my own mom, who died when I was twenty-two. I
wrote this book for her, because she was wonderful. She wasn’t perfect, of
course. Like most moms, she made some mistakes and probably felt like she
was doing a terrible job most of the time, but she loved her children
unconditionally. She made us feel safe, and not just us—she opened her heart
and door to other children who didn’t feel love in their own homes. There are
so many people out there like her, and if someone gave this book to you,
you’re probably one of them.

One of the hardest things about losing my mom at a young age was that
everyone else seemed to still have their moms. That feeling of isolation lasted
beyond the initial shock and heartache of losing her, and it became even more
difficult after I had my own daughter. It felt so cruel that they would never
get to know each other. When I was pregnant, I’d often wonder if my baby
would look like her. I secretly hoped that my child’s arrival would, in some
way, bring my own mother back.

Then my daughter was born—with sparkly blue eyes and strawberry
blond hair. She was lovely, but she didn’t look a thing like my mom (or me,
for that matter). She didn’t really act like her, either. But that was okay! She
is an entirely different person, after all.



Soon, I began to notice something: I’d catch a glimpse of my reflection in
the mirror, and see my sleepy eyes and messy dark hair. I’d hear how I spoke
to my daughter, or hear myself making up silly songs for her. I’d notice the
way she made me laugh—a booming, unabashed laugh that I hadn’t
experienced in ages. And I could feel how much my daughter loved me. I
recognized that feeling because I felt the same way about my own mom.
Rather than seeing my mom in my daughter, I had started to see my mom in
myself.

Does that mean we feel that sort of connection to our parents only when
we have children of our own? Nope! That was just how I happened to get to
that place—but what do I know? (Just kidding. I’m very wise. Please don’t
put this book down.) Some of us have children, and some of us don’t. Some
of us have wonderful relationships with our parents, and some of us don’t. I
don’t want this book to be some secret handbook that only moms are allowed
to have. Rather, I want to acknowledge those people out there doing the
difficult and often very lonely job of being a parent, or being in a parental
role. You are doing incredible things for the people who are lucky enough to
be loved by you.

My own mom taught me the importance of unconditional love,
acceptance, generosity, and kindness. I am grateful for all of you out there
doing the same, either with your own children or just the people you surround
yourself with. You make the world a much better place, and this book is for
you.



 

Yes, you. I still think you’re great, by the way, whether or not you’re
mom.

Thanks. I hope you like it.

Liz



 

 

 

You’re mom.

 



 

You’ve had to read a lot of picture books.

 

(And if you haven’t already, you will soon. I promise.)



 

So, here’s a picture book just for you.





Becoming a mom is a pretty big deal.



 

Sometimes, it happens fast.

 



 

Sometimes, it takes a while.

 



 

Sometimes, it feels like you’ve been waiting forever.

 





 



 

Sometimes, it’s a big surprise.

 



 



 

However it happens …

 

… this incredible journey has just begun.



 

Today’s the day.
Your little one is finally here,

 

and she’s perfect.



 

This precious gift is yours to love forever.

 

How lucky are you?



 



 

Sure, having a new baby can be a little intimidating at first.

 



 

Okay … a lot intimidating.

 



Sometimes, you connect immediately.



 

Sometimes, you don’t.

 





(Which is perfectly normal, by the way.)



 

These early weeks can be challenging. Luckily, everyone has plenty of advice
for you.

 





 

Remember sleep?

 

Well, you won’t.



 

There will also be mood swings …

 

… and not much time to yourself.

 





 

You may not recognize yourself for a while.

 



 

Sometimes, you may even feel you’ve lost a little bit of yourself.

 



 

This part may feel like it will last forever, but it won’t.

 





 

One day, the infant phase will end …

 



 

… and she may start to talk …



 

… and she may never …

 



 

… ever …

 



 

… stop.

 



 

Remember when you thought having a newborn was hard?

 





 

Wait until you have a toddler.

 



 

There will be a lot of questions.

 



 



 

Seriously, a LOT.



 

And there will be plenty of fun.

 



 



 



 

Before you know it, your baby will be a kid …

 



 

(You know what I mean.)



 

… and he may start to become more independent.

 



 

There will be some embarrassing moments.

 



 

(For both of you.)



 

There will also be learning moments.

 



 

(For both of you.)

 



 

Soon, you’ll have a teenager.

 



 

THEY’RE FUN!

 



 

There will be disagreements …

 



 

… and plenty of drama.



 

But there will also be late-night conversations …

 



 

… and laughter …

 



 

… and lots …

 



 

… and lots …

 





 

… of love.



 

Where has the time gone?



 

It seems like only a month ago, he was a chick.

 



 

(You know what I mean.)



 



 



 



 



 

This part is hard.

 



 

But you aren’t alone!

 

And you can handle it.



 

After all, moms have been doing this for millions of years.

 



 

And there are billions of other moms out there, in all shapes and sizes.



 

There are younger moms.

 



 

And older moms.

 





 

Moms who look like their kids.

 

And moms who don’t.



 

There are grandparents who are moms.

 





 

Cousins, sisters, and friends who are moms.

 



 

Stepmoms and foster moms.



 

Moms who have yearned.

 



 

And moms who have lost.

 



 

Some families have more than one mom.

 



 

Or a parent who takes on the role of mom.

 



 

There are moms who go to work.

 



 

And moms who stay home.

 





(They’re working, too!)



 

Moms who have help.

 



 

Moms who do it alone.

 



 

Moms who never leave their kids alone.

.



 

Moms who leave much too soon.

 



 

This part is hard.



 



 

But moms never really leave.



 



 



 

Because your words …

 



 



 





… become her words.



 



 

Your lessons …

 





 



 

… become his lessons.

 



 



 

Your love …

 



 



 

… becomes her love.

 



 



 

Because there is no love as powerful …

 



 

… as a mother’s love.



 

And that never goes away.



 

But seriously, if you have a baby joining your house soon, get some sleep
now—like, RIGHT now. While you still can!

 



 

Trust me, you’ll need your rest.

 



 

Because you’re mom.

 



 

And there is no job on earth …

 



 

… more important than yours.
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